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AMBASSADOR SEES IMPLEMENTATION OF 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY DOCUMENT IN SPAIN 


(Madrid) - Full confidence that the Second Vatican Council's declaration 
upholding religious liberty will be implemented in Spain was voiced by 
Antonio Garrigues, Spanish Ambassador to the Vatican, Interviewed by the 
Monarchist daily, ABC, he made special reference to the declaration when 
asked to comment on the significance of Vatican YI for this traditionally 
CatnoLic -COUNtTLY. 


He said the idea of a '!Christian nation! in which the Catholic majority 

live side by side in a friendly fashicy with, and respecting other non- 
Catholic forms of Christianity, or with non-Christians, or simply with those 
who have no religion, is possible ",,,since a nation would not be truly 
Christian were it to strangle or suffocate unjustly and arbitrarily those 
other forms of belief or feeling which are not contrary to public order," 


"Tt is central to the conduct of a Christian not to do to another what he 
would not have done to himself, This is the Council's teaching, rightly 
understood and applied, and is in no way repugnant to the Spanish character 
and doubtless will be sincerely incorporated into Spain's legal system," 


Senor Garrigues, who was formerly Spanish- Ambassador to the United States, 
added: "As I have already said, the Council's statement on religious liberty 
means that the Church has passed from the notion of tolerance to that of 
religious liberty." Earlier,. the. Secretary-General of the National Union 

of the Lay Apostolate, Enrique Miret, said the Declaration on Religious 
Liberty will “create an.entirely new situation" in Spain and other tradition- 
ally Catholic countries," 


"Before the Reformation, Christians and Mohamedans lived in Spain in a mutual 
tolerance unknown in the rest of Europe, This is a point to be remembered," 
Senor Miret said Catholicism "has everything to gain from religious liberty," 


On the issue of proselytism, Mr. Miret said "When gaining converts depends 
upon purely human-methods instead of sufficient confidence in the intrinsic 
power of truth, proselytism should be forbidden both for Catholics and 
Protestants or followers of any other religion," 


A long-pending measure defining the legal status of the non-Catholic minority 
is expected to be submitted to the Spanish parliament shortly, especially 

in view of the date (June 29) fixed by the Vatican Council for implementing 
its various decrees and pronouncements, including the document on religious 
freedom, EPS, Geneva 


BIBLICAL INSTITUTE OPUNS IN THE CONGO 


(Leopoldville, Congo) - A large gathering of religious and political leaders 
took part in the dedication ceremonies here of an-interconfessional biblical 
institute that will translate and distribute the Bible in African dialects, 


Among those who attended the ceremonies were Archbishop Jean Maury, Apostolic 
Nuncio to the Congo, the Rev, John T, Watson, General Secretary of the 
British and Foreign Bible ‘Society and Congolese Prenier Leonard Mulumba, 

EPS, Geneva 
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NEW DIFFICULTIES FOR THE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN POLAND 


(Warsaw) - The controversy concerning the message to the German bishops 
continues with unmitigated severity between the Polish government and the 
Catholic episcopacy concerning the invitation to the celebration of the 
1000th anniversary of the Christianizatien of Poland, which the Polish 
bishops issued to their German colleagues at the end of November. 


On the day after Cardinal Wyszynski'ts return from the Vatican Council, the 
official Polish Party newspaper, "Trybuna Ludu", already in exceptivnally 
sharp terms condemned the message of the Polish bishops. The newspaper 
condemned the "unauth»rized initiative" of the bishops and accused them of 
taking a stand without authorization on key questions of Polish foreign 
policy with»rut consulting or informing the government, which alone had 
authority in such matters. 


Immediately preceding this, the official paper of the Pax Movement had, in 

a one-sided article, exercised violent criticism of the letter of invitation. 
The Polish message, said the article, did not even t-uch upon "the fundamental 
right of the Polish people and state to the areas on the Oder and Neisse 
rivers and the Baltic Sea"; did not mention either the Potsdam Agreement 

nor the fact that Poland's return to its old areas was an act of justice 

and of national claim and, finally, silently ignored the DDR (Hast Germany), 
with which Poland has for many years fostered friendly relataenships. 


The head of the Polish Church, Cardinal Wyszynski, answered these attacks 
in an equally sharp manner before 3,000 faithful in St.Mary's, Warsaw. 

He expressly defended the right of the Polish bishops to contacts with 
Catholics in other countries. To the accusation that the bishops had 
meddled in foreign policy by their invitation to the German bishops, the 
Cardinal replied that as bishops they had only written to other bishops, 
as was the practiee since the time of Peter and Paul. As free men the 
Polish bishops could, of course, -not dispense with this right. They were 
in no way obligated to tell the government offices about this message in 
advance. : 


Referring to his coming 20th anniversary as bishop, Cardinal Wyszynski 
added: "During these 20 years I have read much slander. Whole campaigns 
and battles have been fought with a man who does not wish to fight ..... 
The only course left'me is to remain silent .... There is no equality in 
the eyes of the law .... " And further: "I know very well that the press 
is very powerful, especially since I have no Catholic newspaper in which 

I can say things which are the pure truth." 


In the meantime, the full text of the bishops' message has been read from 
all the pulpits in Warsaw. It has also been discussed in the Polish 
Parliament. The delegate of the Catholic "Znak"-group, Jerzy Zawiejski, 
reminded the Parliament that the church had done much to bind the western 
areas to Poland, and said that the present controversy on this matter must 
be ended as soon as possible., EPS, Geneva 
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JUST SOLUTION IN RHODESIA 
THEME OF BRITISH CHURCHES 


(London) - Christians of all major denominations prayed for "a just and 
peaceful solution of the Rhodesian problems" in churches throughout Britain 
following a recent joint appeal by Church leaders. 


The appeal was made by the Archbishop of Canterbury; Dr. Ramsey, the Modera- 
tor of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, Dr. Archibald Watt; 
John Cardinal Heenan, Roman Catholic Primate of England; and the Moderator 
of the Free Church Federal Council, the Rev. Peter McCall. 


In their request for prayers they noted that the Churches in Rhodesia, now 
in the middle of its second month under the breakaway regime of Prime Mini- 
ster Ian Smith, were coincidentally asking for a special day of prayere 


In a second message to members of their churches, Dr. Ramsey and the two Ilo- 
derators suggested special prayer for the churches in Rhodesia "in their 
difficult witness to what is true and right"; for families who suffer through 
the present distress, for those who face hardship and injustice; for leaders, 
that they may have wisdom; for those "in our own and other countries charged 
with the making of decisions," and for the coming of justice, reconciliation 
and progress in Rhodesia. 

Church leaders in Britain and Rhodesia fear violence may erupt in Africa un- 
less there is a speedy settlement of the crisis resulting from Prime Minister 
Smith's uncof&Stitutional unilateral declaration of independence. 


The executive committee of the SCM of Great Britain and Ireland expressed 
its criticism when it passed a 10-point resolution which said that if the 
British government shirked its responsibilities in Rhodesia "the African 
nations will not stand idly by, and the consequences will almost certainly 
be a racial war in southern Africa." 


The resolution said the British government could not allow 4 million African 
subjects of the Queen "to live under political oppression and subject to an 

educational structure designed to preclude Africans from taking responsible: 
positions in society." EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL SPEAKS ON RHODESIA 


(New York) - The Executive Council of the Protestant Episcopal @hurck in the 
USA in a statement issued here recently, has called on American churchmen in 
their business dealings and communities to curtail economic transactions 
with Rhodesia. 

The statement, which begins with a reminder of the anomalies in American 
history on racial questions, asks "How can Christians in America support 
the Church and people of Rhodesia?" and states that the principal assistance 
at this time is to help create conditions that will bring about the rapid 
restoration of constitutional government. 


The statement continues, "Whatever sacrifice this may mean on a temporary 
basis pales alongside the witness our brothers are called on to make within 
the country itself. We urge vigorous joint action to demonstrate to our P 
government and to the United Nations that we support the imposition of what- 
ever political and economic measures are necessary, nationally and inter- 
nationally, to bring a speedy end to the regime."Only after the removal of 
the illegal Smith regime can the groundwork be laid for a multi-racial 
society based on full participation in the affairs of government and an end 


to gross inp ot bumen dignity." EPS, Geneva 
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MISSIONS SAY SMITH REGIME CUTS AFRICAN 
TEACHER-TRAINING PROGRAMME 


(London) ~ Missions working in Rhodesia have received orders from the Smith 
government to reduce by 25 per cent the intake of Africans into teacher 
training colleges in January, 


This is regarded at mission headquarters in London as "deliberately putting 
a brake on such development" and a blow at the emergence of an educated 
younger generation of African leaders, 


Over 90 per cent of African education in Rhodesia is managed by British 


and North American missions which are being frustrated in every move they 
make in the field of higher education, A latest is the subtle administrative 
decision of the Smith government in connection with the new mission-sponsored, 
multiracial Bulawayo Training College, 


The new order insists that Africans enter the college at the end of their 
primary course, and not their secondary course as Buropeans do, This kills 
the proposed plan to offer equality in teacher training, 


Only in two government schools are there sixth forms, and grants to the 
Churches to enable them to expand at this level have been refused, A state- 
ment issued by the Conference of British Missionary Societies said Church 
leaders in Rhodesia consistently meet administrative obstacles in their 
desire to hasten the provision of more places at the higher level of school 
education, obstacles which in any other African country would be quickly 
overcome with determination,” EPS, Geneva 


COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT PREFERABLE 
TO LONG WAR IN VIETNAM 


(Sydney, Australia) - "Even a Communist government in Vietnam, with a measure 
of neutrality toward both the West and Communist China, would be better for 
the Vietnamese people than a continuation of the war," This was the opinion 
expressed by 24 Anglican and Protestant clergymen from all the states of 
Australia in a statement issued here, They said "we are convinced that good 
diplomacy could achieve such relative neutrality." 


Signers included ministers of the Methodist, Congregational and Presbyterian 
Churches, Churches of Christ (Disciples) and the Church of England (Anglican), 
Chairman of the group was the Rev, Alan Walker, a Methodist, 


Sounding a Christmas call to Australians to pray for peace with justice in 
Vietnam, they said the first concern in Vietnam is the Vietnamese people 
themselves, : 


"We believe," they added, "that the majority in both the north and south 

want a cessation of the war more than anything else, It is not fair to prolong 
the sufferings of the people in order to use them as shield against the spread 
of communism, however undesirable .such a spread may be," 


The clergymen said the Australian government should align itself publicly ~ 
with "The continuing initiatives for a cessation of bombing, a cease-fire 
and a phased withdrawal of Western troops." 


The clergymen!s statement followed swiftly a letter sent by the Australian 
Council of Churches to Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies asking the government 
to assist in bringing about conditions for negotiating peace in Vietnan, 

; EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK THEOLOGIAN FAVOURS 
CHURCH-STATE SEPARATION 


(Athens) - A prominent Greek Orthodox Theologian, Archimandrite Jerome 
Kotsonis, professor of canon law at the University of Thessaloniki School 
of Theology, and Chaplain to the Royal Family, said here that he favours 
complete separation of Church and State, 


In electing bishops and authorizing the transfer of other prelates, actions 

forbidden by the current government in the first instance and the state con- 
stitution in the latter, the 36 "rebel" members of the hierarchy were wrong 

in both a‘*legal and canonical sense, he said, . 


Archimandrite Kotsonis said the bishops may have “overturned" the "legal 
foundation" upon which the Greek Church is based, He pointed to the "outcry" 
of the nation's press and much of its citizenry in protesting the hierarchy's 
actions, 


In his talk with newsmen, the archimandrite endorsed the government!s call 

for a "Holy Synod of Merit", a transition body which would conduct the affairs 
of the Church until the Church-state controversy can be settled, This proposal 
was rejected by the bishops, He said that he was "in favour of a complete 
separation of the Church of Greece from the state - but under some (provisos), 
"“Pirst of all there would be necessary a long and systematic preparation 

(for separation) ," 


"The people must be convinced that the Church property will be administered 
in a better way without the control of the state, that the educational level 
of the clergy will be elevated, that only the best men will be elected to the 
leadership of the Church," EPS, Geneva 


STUDENTS ASK "PENITENCE" ON DESTRUCTION 
OF CROPS IN VIETNAM 


(New York) - Americans "of all viewpoints" were called on here by leaders of 
the National Student Christian Federation (NSCF) to "private and corporate 
penitence" over such Vietnam war methods as reported chemical spraying of 
rice fields controlled by the Vietcong, 


A telegram signed by top NSCF officers and ‘staff members cited a New York 
Times report that U.S, Air Force planes have been engaged in crop destruction 
or herbicide campaign, 


The spraying of a non-toxic weed killer on the rice fields, the wire said, 
"further illuminates shocking inconsistencies of U.S, objectives and growing 
disregard of welfare" of the local Vietnam population, 


Americans were asked to be penitent "over the increasingly vicious acts which 
we have come to tolerate in the defense of freedom," 


The telegram was directed to the managing editor of the New York Times and 
copies were to be sent’to President Johnson, State Department officials, 

Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, General Secretary of the NCC, and Dr, Bugene Carson Blake, 
chief United Presbyterian administrator as sponsor of an NCC General Board 


action calling for a halt to Vietnam bombing in order to create an atmosphere 
for negotiations, 


Also, NSCF spokesmen said, the action would be communicated to the World 
Student Christian Federation and other student Christian movements; 


EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN-METHODIST UNITY 
DISCUSSIONS CONTINUE 


(Oxford) - The Anglican-Methodist Unity Commission at its meeting here re- 
cently began a detailed review and re-drafting of the Service of Reconcili- 
ation, its Preface, Declaration of Intention and other matters, in the light 
of suggestions and criticisms. from the two churches. 
The Commission began a consideration of the diaconate for the two churches 
and received an account of other negotiations towards unity. It concluded 
the meeting in the hope that all Christian people would remember the Come 
mission, and particularly during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

EPS, Geneva 


CHICAGO ECUMENICAL SERVICES 
REFLECT DEEP CONCERN OVER VIETNAM 


(Chicago) - Prayers for peace during thé Christmas weekend took place in an 
ecumenical atmosthere in Chicago. Jointly-sponsored services of prayer were 
held in Dixon Chapel of the Methodist Chicago Temple and in Calvert House, 
a Roman Catholic student centre. 


High-ranking Protestant, Catholic, Anglican and Greek Orthodox leaders of 
Chicago also participated in an "hour of prayer for peace and unity" on New 
Year's eve. The services, on the theme "Prayers for Peace", were co-sponsored 
by the Catholic Peace Fellowship, an affiliate of the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation and the Christian Citizenship Department of the Chicago Church Fe- 
deration. Roman Catholic Archbishop John P. Cody of Chicago issued the invi- 
tation for the New Yearts eve "hour of prayer". EPS, Geneva 


ARSONISTS ATTACK HOME 
OF GERMAN THEOLOGIAN 


(Berlin) - An attempt was made to set fire to the home here of a Protestant 
theolq@ical professor known for his stand in favour of recognizing the Oder- 
Neisse border set between Poland and Germany under the Potsdam Agreement of 
‘1945. West German police offered a reward for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the individual or individuals who threw gasoline- 
soaked rags at the door of the house occupied by Professor Heinrich Vogel, 
a member of the Evangdlicai faculty of East Berlin's Humboldt University. 
Police said the attack_is the 50th recorded against homes occupied by persons 
who advocate that West Germany should accept the present frontier. 

EPS, vere e 


SINGAPORE, MALAYA METHODISTS STUDY FULL AUTONOMY 


(Singapore) - A special committee has been set up to study the question of 
full autonomy for the Methodist Church in Singapore and Malaya. It is headed 
by the Rev. Yap Kim Hao, pastor of the Wesley Methodist Church in Kuala 
Lumpar, and was appointed at the 7lst annual conference of the Church. 
Conference delegates had accepted a resolution submitted by the Singapore 
District of the Methodist Church to "seek autcneny for the Methodist Church 
in this area and appoint a proper committee to study the implications and 
draw up the necessary plans for a constitution". 

The resolution reportedly reflected the feeling among regional Methodists 
that autonomy was necessary so that the Church could truly: present an Asian 
image in a rapidly changing political and economic scene in Asia. The 80 
year-old iethodist Church in Singapore and Melaya is presently a part of the 
Methodist Church in the United States. EPS, Geneva 
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SINGLE WORLD BIBLE 
SOCIETY RECOMMENDED 


(London) - Formation of a single World Bible Society was urged here by the 
Rev. James Roe, Asia secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 


Mr. Roe claimed that the day of the independent status of national Bible 
societies was as dead as the day of imperialism, adding that it would streng- 
then individual bodies now if they worked through one central organisation, 


"The only kind of dependence today is interdependence," Mr, Roe said, "Even 
‘United Bible Societies! is, to my mind, an obsolescent phrase, The plural 
form is’ on the way out, The world, the Book, the intention, the method - all 
are in the singular," 


It would also resolve at a single stroke, he said, many of the tensions which 
Still hindered cooperation between Britain, its Commonwealth partners, and 
America, EPS, Geneva 


PRAYER BOOK REVISION IN BRITAIN 


(London) - Revision of the Book of Common Prayer used by the Church of 

England has again become a reality with the publication of the recommendations 
of the Church!s Liturgical Commission, Revision of the services in most- 
constant use is proposed, including Morning and Evening Prayer and the Burial 
of the Dead, The recommendations will go to the Houses of the Convocation and 
House of Laity shortly and if passed by a two third's majority may be used 
experimentally after May 1, 1966, 


At the same time, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued a set 
of revised orders of service for general use in public worship, partly along 
the lines of the 1928 Prayer Book and stated to be "the result of long cone - 
Sideration by the bishops," 


The Revised Edition of the Psalter has now received Royal Assent and will be 


available for general use by Haster 1966, An attempt . "to mend" an old 
translation rather than to write a new one, it has sought to remove obscurity 
and serious errors of translation, EPS, Geneva - 


CATHOLICS URGE TIME OFF 
FOR CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


(Colombo, Ceylon) = With Sunday no longer a legal non-working holiday in this 
predominantly Buddhist country, the Roman Catholic bishops have urged employers 
to give their workers time off to attend Mass, 


They made the plea after the Chamber of Deputies gave final approval to legis- 
lation establishing the Buddhist "Poya" (Sabbath) day the weekly day of rest, 
The law will go into effect Jan, 11, 


Under discussion for several months, the law was interpreted as a step by 
Prime Minister Dudley Senanayake to give Buddhism its "rightful place" as 
the predominant-religion of Ceyton, 


Buddhists number about 64 per cent of the population, Hindus 20 per cent and 
Moslems some 7 per cent, About 3? per cent of the population are ‘Christians, 


Under the new legislation, all schools - Christian private institutions as 
well as others - will be in session on Sundays, : 
EPS, Geneva 
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NEW ECUMENICAL 
INSTITUTE IN JERUSALEM 


(Rome ) - In December at Bellagio, Italy, a group of 25 Roman Catholic, 
Orthodox (Chalcedonian and non-Chalcedonian), Protestant and Anglican 
theologians constituted itself as the Academic Council of a new Ecumenical 
Institute for advanced theological studies, to be built in Jerusalem, Jordan. 
The conference was led by Father TheodoreHesburgh, President of the Inter- 
national Union of Catholic Universities, to which Pope Paul VI had given the » 
responsibility of the preparatory work for the new institute. According 

to Father Hesburgh, the Institute is intended primarily for research work 

by scholars and theulogians who have already finished their studies. In 
addition, it will be a centre providing study seminars and conferences for 
theologians and laymen, to give them a general view of the eeumenical 
situation, EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH UNITY IN HOLLAND 
TO BECOME MORE VISIBLE 


(The Hague) - As an aid towards church unity, the Dutch Ecumenical Council 
has called upon its member churches to act in the future as much as possible 
like "churches in the process of becoming united". 


In the guidelines set up for this, it is pointed out that local and regional 
Changes in the attitudes of the churches are particularly necessary if rapid 
and purposeful common action is to be achieved. Among other things, the 
guidelines say that in order to make progress on the way to unity, local 
congregations should act together as a community of the Church. On this 
basis, countless other activities could then develop, such as common use 

of the churches! buildings and other facilities. The Dutch Ecumenical 
Council hopes that efforts toward church unity will be made more visible 

by increasing joint action of the churches and that at the same time Dutch 
Christians will realize that the ecumenical movement is a concern with 


obligations. Before the guidelines were completed, churches not yet 
belonging to the Ecumenical Council were consulted in order to avoid pre- 
venting their joining at some later date. EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRIAN PROTESTANT CHURCHES 
TAKE DISCIPLINARY ACTION AGAINST PASTOR 


(Vienna) - The Evangelische Oberkirchenrat in Austria has begun disciplinary 
proceedings against the Lutheran pastor Robert Kauer because he, "withuut 

the knowledge, permission and mandate" of his church superiors, made arrange- 
ments with Archbishop Kénig of Vienna concerning a confessionally mixed 
marriage and "in spite of express prohibition ... nevertheless, in the Roman 
Catholic church and in his clerical dress" participated in this office. 

The Evangelische Oberkirchenrat had, in its meeting of November 25th, decided 
to prohibit the participation of Protestant clerics in Catholic weddings. 

But the disciplinary proceedings against Paster Kauer were begun before this 
decision was made official. EPS, Geneva 
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ROMAN CATMOLIC SYNODS ON CHURCH REFORMS 
TO INCLUDE LAITY 


(London, Ontario) - A Synod for diocesan clergy, religious and 
laity to help impliment reforms of the Vatican Council is an- 
nounced here ty Bishop Garter. In four phases, it will include 
study on the Schema on the Church and on Revelation; the ap- 
plication of these studies to the local faithful; public dis- 
cussions among clergy, laity and religious and legislation 
evolving from the first three phases. 


In Holland, the Dutch Hierarchy has also announced plans for a 
provincial synod in a joint pastoral letter read from pulpits 
throughout the country. The Bishops said the Synod would con- 
sider "the priestly life and ministry, the formation and edu- 
cation of priests, the pastoral aspects of marriage and family 
life, ecumenical relations and the joint responsibility of 
clergy and laity for the church and its mission in the world". 


The Synod would also be concerned with "a well-ordered demo- 
cratizing of church administration, the promotion of true res- 
pect for the human person... . and for the conviction and 
beliefs of other Christians as well as non-Christians". 


EPS, Geneva 


AGREEMENT IN SCOTLAND 


(Edinburgh) - A leading group of Scottish ministers of the 
Church of Scotland and the Scottish Episcopal Church has issued 
a public statement asking Scotland to forget the old "conno- 
tation of the word 'bishop! and all the unhappy memories of the 
past centuries and to accept him as a unifying figure and shep- 
herd of the flock". On intercommunion they say "we reject the 
view that intercommunion must wait on full organic unity." 
“Holy Communion is not only the goal of unity but is itself 
creative of unity". 


The statement concludes "We are at one in seeking in Scotland 
&@ unity between our two Churches (and eventually unity with 
other denominations), and in believing that this need not wait 
upon negotiations with the Church of England, but may be rea~ 
lized north of the border in a shorter time than has hitherto 
seemed possible." The ministers.are all members of the Leigh- 
ton Club, a group which has existed for over twenty years for 
the purpose of mutual understanding and sharing of traditions 
and experience. EPS, Geneva 


FINNISH BISHOP SEES RETENTION OF CHURCHES! CHARACTERISTICS 


(Helsinki, Finland) - The ecumenical movement does not aim at 
abolishing the characteristics of different churches, according 

to Bishop Karl-Erik Forssell of the Swedish-speaking Lutheran 
Diocese of Porvoo, Finland. 

Bishop Forssell told the Orthodox students’ magazine, Logos, that 
the Orthodox, Lutherans and Catholics all have values which 

simply eannot be given up, nor is there need to give them up in 
order to attain unity, he said in an interview. "We ought to use 
each others' prayers more and more and visit each others! churches, 
said Bishop Forssell. "First of all we should establish "“inter- * 
prayer" and intercommunion between our three churches."" EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH LEADER SAYS SLUMBER OF PAST 
15 YEARS IS OVER FOR GERMAN CHURCHES 


(Darmstadt) -, "The silence pf the last 15 years has been broken at lest 

and with this, Protestant Christianity in Germany has re-entered the-fellow- 
ship of those churches throughout the world which take seriously the comn- 
ission of their Lord to be church for the world." ° Dr.Martin Niemdller, 
formerly. President of the Church of Hessen and Nassau and one of the Presidents 
of the World Council of Churches, in an article in the periodical "Stimme der 
Gemeinde", saw this as the significance of the German Protestant memorandum, 
The position of the expellees and the relationship of the German people. to 

its eastern neighbours". "Ever since its unexpected publication on October 


; lst, the alarm-bells have been ringing and the slumber of the Churoh is over." 


"The silence lasted one and a half decades," stated Dr. Niemdller, “and the 


'Church' was silent on the subject of rearmament as well as on the re-establish 


ment of the draft, so that every church-member was again misled into believing 
the old Constantinian dogma that a good Christian must also be a good soldier. 


The’ Church withdrew into its shell in order to devote itself more or less to 
questions of interior decoration." But in the last 12 months the image of 
the Church has been transformed, he said, The storm broke "unexpectedly 
and suddenly," with the publication of the memorandum on October lst. 


In his article entitled "Cemments on the way of the Church-in retrospect 
and prospect", Dr.Niemdéller referred to the recent Vatican Council ‘which, 


he admitted, did not effect a reunion of Christianity, but did, however, 


show “that the whole of Christianity is travelling the same path and is 
moving." He gratefully pointed out "that there are hardly any churches in 
the world at the present time which do not openly proclaim that they, as the 
congregation of Jesus Christ, cannot approve of any sort of warlike use of 
force as a solution to sncial, national or racial problems." EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX CHURCH OF FRANCE AND WESTERN EUROPE 
BECOMES AUTONOMOUS 


(Paris) - Arbishop Georges, until now Exarch of the Russian Orthodox 


Churches in Western’ Europe attached to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, announced that the Church has become independent and 
autocephalous. The Church will be known as the Archbishopric of the 


- Orthodox Church of France and Western Europe. 


The decision was taken by Archbishop Georges "surrounded by the Diocesan 


Council, the professors of the Theological Institute of St. Sergius and 


‘ 
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members of the clergy, on December 30, 1965". The new Church brings tog- 
ether mainly the communities which sprung from the Russian emigration to 
Western Burope and especially France, following the 1917 Revolution. In 
1931 Patriarch Photius II created a provisional Exarchate to give canon~ 
ical status to these churches of the Russian emigration, 


On November 22, 1965, theHoly Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople decided to bring this Excharchate to an end, and news of 
the decision was sent to Archbishop Georges on December 26. In his 
letter to the Archbishop, Patriarch Athenagoras underlined. that_the 
Exarchate, instituted in 1931, had only been provisional in character 
intended to exist as long as "the confusion that stemmed from, the 
divergencies manifest among the Russian hierarchy abroad", But, says 


Patriarch Athenagoras, "the ecclesiastical situation has changed" and 


while the Orthodox parishes of Russian origin in Western Europe have 
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developed their church life and consolidated their existence, "the most 
Holy Church of Russia, which found itself(in 1931)in difficult circun- 
stances, (freed now from its divisions and internally organised) has 
acquired a liberty of movement outside Russia and collaborates actively 
with all local Orthodox churches." The new Church no longer makes any 
reference to its Russian historical origin, Indeed almost all its members 
are now citizens of the countries where they live, and the liturgy is 

more and more frequently celebrated in the languages of these countries, 


Commenting on the decision, the newspaper "Le Monde"stresses that 
Archbishop Georges did not wish either "to placd¢himself under the juris- 
diction of the Patriarchate of Moscow", or "to adhere to the Church 
‘abroad! which has its Synod in New York and has totally broken off 
communion with the Patriarchate of Moscow", "This is not the case in 
regard to the Church of Arbishop Georges", Nor was it possible for him 
"to pass to the jurisdiction of the Exarchate of the Greek Church in 
France for reasons of language and tradition. Therefore the Church 
decided to deolare itself "independant and autonomous", so that it "might 
continue, develop and reinforce the liturgical, pastoral, missionary and 
cultural" work that has been carried out in France and western Europe for 
more than forty years by the Orthodox community of Russian origin. 


If, as a result of this decision, "the Church of Archbishop Georges is 
no longer dependant upon anyone on the canonical level, Paris Orthodox 
circles have stated to the press that "the will of thé autonomous Church 
is still to remain in perfect communion with all the Orthodox Churches 
without exception". EPS, Geneva, 


DEATH OF PRESIDENT OF SWISS FEDERATION OF PROTESTANT CHURCHES 


(Bienne) - Professor Adolf Ktienzi, President of the Swiss Federation 

of Protestant Churches since 1962, has died at Bern aged 67 as the result 
of a car accident, he first layman to be President of the Federation, 
Adolf Kiienzi was lecturer at the University of Bern, and taught Greek and’ 
French at the Bienne College. He participated in many gatherings of the 
World Council of Churches, and especially in the Evanston Assembly. A 
member of the Executive Committee of the World Presbyterian Alliance, he 
took an active part in recent Assemblies; and that of the fourth Nyborg 
Conference of European Churches. EPS,Geneva,. 


TEXT OF INTERVIEW GIVEN BY METROPOLITAN NICODIM 


OF LENINGRAD AND LADOGA | ‘ 
(Moscow) ~ The Tass Agency has reported an interview with Metropolitan 
Nicodim of Leningrad and Ladoga, of the Russian Orthodox Church. The 


Head of the Department for Foreign Relations of the Patriarchate of 
Moscow confirmed that the recent withdrawal of the anathemas of the 
See of Rome on the part of the Patriarch of Constantinople, was only 


"a gesture emanating from one local Orthodox Church and not from the 
whole body of Eastern Orthodoxy. 


In analysing inter-confessional relations, the Metropooitan said 

in particular, "We welcome favourably certain viewpoints expressed 

by Paul VI before the General Assembly of the United Nations, but 

we cannot accept certain views which he expressed during his Catacombs 
speech," (A speech pronounced on the eve of the opening of the 


F 


No.l - 6 January, 1966 


fourth session of the Vatican Council, and where the Pope spoke out 
against the persecutions suffered by the Church.) 


"Tt seems to me that the peoples of the world are justified in 
vuxpecting the . Catholic Church to co-operate with men of good 
will, to work consistently and in a practical way for the defence of 
peace, against war and against the atomic threat, by co-operating with 
non-Catholic Christians and the millions of men who aspire to peace." 

| EPS, Geneva. 


IN BRIEF 


Ministry to the developing situation of urganization, whether 

overseas or at home, is to be centred in one unified office for world 
urban mission, by the United Presbyterian Church, USA, from January | 
1966. Church officials hope that by merging their overseas and 
United States urban mission efforts they can better focus the resources 
of the church on problems of urbanization throughout the world. 


Sele, Ae 


Dr. Luther A. Weigle, 85, of New Haven, Conn.,widely. known 
protestant clergyman and Dean-emeritus of the Yale University 
Divinity School, has been named a Knight of St. Gregory the Great by 
Pope Paul VI. Archbishop Henry O'Brien of Hartford announced that 
‘the Pope honoured Dr. Weigle for his services of the past 12 years 
in connection with the publication of the Roman Catholic edition 

of the Revised Standard Versior of the King James Bible. 


Bhar nO bear 


Dr. E. G. Malherbe, retiring Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Natal, has been unanimously elected President of the 
South African Institute of Race Relations for 1966. 


Ksrhe rae y 


Year-long observances marking the 900th anniversary of Westminster 
Abbey, England{s national shrine and one of the great churches of the 
world, will be centred around the theme "One People" to emphasize 
Christian unity and reconciliation. 


The festivities were launched on December 28 with an inaugural 
service attended by Queen Elizabeth, the Duke of Edinburgh, other 
members of the Royal Family, and by leaders of the worldwide Anglican 
communion and of Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches in 
Great Britain and abroad. 


* * * 


Japan's Christian population new exceeds 794,586 according to 
figures just released by the authoritative Kirisuto-kyo Nenkan(Japan 
Christian Yearbook). The Christian community of the island nation 
comprises just over eight tenths of one per cent of the general 
population, divided among Catholic churches (333,265) and Protestant 
churches and groups (461,321). The 194,826-member United Church of 
Christ is the largest of the Protestant churches, followed by the 
"Spirit of Jesus" group, with 51,042. Japan has 5,967 Protestant 
and 993 Roman Catholic churches. 


Eo eet ae 
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‘ i i by the post offise of 
Two postage stamps will be issued on January 15th by 

Sweden to mark the birth centenary of Dr. Nathan Séderblom, its late Arch- 
bishop who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1930. 


A pioneer leader in the modern ecumenical movement, the Lutheran primate was 
often called the "Apostle of Christian Unity". He was host and convener of 
the Universal Christian Conference on life and Work here in 1925. 


As Archbishop of Uppsala, Dr. Ssderblom was head of the Church of Sweden 
from 1914 to 1931, He contributed leadership not only to the Stockholm 
conference of 1925, but also to the World Conference on Faith and Order at 
Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1927. 


* * * 


Baptism by immersion, when requested by the convert, has been authorized by 
the Synod of the Evangelical Reformed Church in Brazil. Traditionally the 
Church, which was brought’ to the country by Dutch immigrants, paptizes by 
sprinkling. The problem of baptism arose after some converted by the 
Church!s mission went over to Protestant bodies practicing immersion when 
they learned they could not be immersed in the Dutch Church, In approving 
immersion the Synod stressed the equal status of both modes of baptism, 


* * * 


The next meeting of the Synod of the Protestant Church in Germany (EKiD) to take 
place in March will consider the ecumenical situation after the close of the 
Vatican Council and the EKiD'!s recent memorandum on the Oder-Neisse border. 


% * # 


The Conference of European Churches (KBK), also called the Nyborg Conference 
after its customary mecting-place, will set up a study centre in Muhlegg 
Castle near Graz, Austria for working confcrences and ecumenical meetings. 
Austria was chosen as the location of the centre because it is expected that 
delegates from all member churches of the KEK will be able to participate 
andmeetings between castern and western European churches will be made 
significantly easier. 


* at * 


An Interconfessional Theological Faculty has been. established at Berkeley 
University in California (USA). It is open to all who have completed their — 
theological studies in the frame-work of a Theological Faculty of their own 
confession. This new inter-confessional Faculty is to be financed in common 
by Roman Catholics, Presbyterians, Lutherans and other denominations. 


* * * 


A Correspondance Course for Inter-Confessional Ecumenical Instruction has 
begun in France, with the approval of the Catholic and Protestant Church 
authorities responsible for relations between Christians. The Course will 

be prepared by Pasteur Alein Blancy of the Reformed Church of France, 
Co-Director of the St-Cyr-au-Mont-d!'Or Preparatory School of Protestant T 
Theology, and Father René Beaupére 0.P. Director of the St Irenée Ecumenical 
Centre at Lyon with the assistance of a Committee. The Course will be-sent 
out in monthly lessons with subjects for study and suggestions for reading. 


* * * 
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The Evangelical Reformed Church of the Canton of Vaud, Switzerland, 
came into being officially and legally on January 1, 1966, as a result 
of the union of the National Church and the Free Church which had been 
separate for a period of 120 years (see BPS. No.35/1965). ‘The 
Constituent Assembly will be elected on March 15 and will appoint 

the Synodical Council, three members of which will be drawn from the 
former Free Church and six from the National Church. 


* * * 


| 
According to a joint statement issued by Thich Tam Chau, head of 
the United Buddhist Church of Vietnam, Shinko Kishi, President of 
the All-Japan Buddhist Association and Dr. Tokumei Matsumoto, 
Chairman of the Japan National Committee of the Afro-Asia Council, 
agreement has been reached on the establishment of a World Buddhist 
Church for the well-being and happiness of mankind through Buddhism. 


Accompanied by six colleagues, Thich Tam Chau, visited with 
religious leaders in Tokyo and Kyoto for eight days. He also met 
Foreign Minister Etsussburo Shiina and paid a courtesy call on 
Prime Minister Sato. 
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ARCHBISHOP RAMSEY TO VISIT 
ROME, GENEVA 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury will visit Pope Paul VI in Rome on 
Wednesday, March 23, 1966. Dr. Ramsey will be accompanied by the Right Rev. 
Ralph S. Dean, Bishop of Cariboo, executive officer of the Anglican Communicn 
and by the Bishop of Ripon, who was the senior Anglican observer throughout 
the Second Vatican Council. 


He will leave Londsn for Rome on March 22, returning via Geneva, where he 
will visit the new headquarters of the World Council of Churches on March 24, 
and call upon the general secretary and the staff. Dr. Ramsey is one of the 
six presidents of the WCC. 


Speaking about his visit to the Pope, the Archbishop of Canterbury said: "My 
visit to Pope Paul will be one of courtesy, made in the spirit of the renewed 
fellowship between all the Christian churches. Since the time when my pre- 
decessor, Archbishop Geoffrey Fisher, took the first step of visiting Pope 
John XXIII in 1960, observers from many different parts of Christendom have 
been welcomed at the Second Vatican Council as brothers in Christ though 
separated from the Roman Communion. 


"IT greatly welcome the increase of friendship and theological understanding 
now evident amongst the churches of Christendom in spite of the divisions 
between us. It is my hope that my meeting with the Pope will afford oppor- 
tunity for speaking of some of the matters which emerge from the Vatican 
Council. I pray’that in the new atmosphere our meeting may be blessed by 
God,.and.I ask that Christian people will remember us in their prayers." 
EPS, Geneva 


wcc CALLS WORLD CONFERENCE 
ON CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


(Geneva) - A World Conference on Church and Society called by the World 
Council of Churches will be held at the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, July 12- 
26, 1966. . 


More than three years in preparation, it will be the most important meeting 
on social issues ever held under WCC auspices and the first major inter- 
national church conference on the subject since the Oxford Conference on 
Life and Work held in 1937. 


The conference theme will be "Christians in the Technical and Social Revolu- 
tions of Our Time", Themes of the sections will be: "Economic Devel:pment 


in a World» Perspective"; "Nature and Functions of the State in a Revolution- 
ary Age"; "The Search for New Patterns of International Cooperation in a 
Pluralistic World"; "Man and Community in Changing Societies". 


The two-week .period will be devoted to concentrated study and discussinn of 
the meaning of contemporary social, technical, economic, and political 
changes in the light of the Christian faith and the way in which such de- 
velopments call into question traditional ideas of Christian thought and 
discipleship, and create new possibilities for Christian obedience. 


About half of the 400 participants, who will include theologians, political 
leaders, economists, educators and business men, will come from Western 
countries and the rest from the new nations of Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. All have been nominated by member churches of the WCC, 
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A group of Roman Catholic observers, appointed by the Vatican Secretariat for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity, will also attend. 


_ Four study books have been prepared for the conference, containing articles 
by theologians and Christian laymen representing a broad range of views upon 
the social and political issues to be dealt with by the meeting. The 
volumes will shortly be published in English by Association Press, New York, 
and the SCM Press, UK. 


Conference chairman will be Mr. M.M, Thomas, director of the Christian Insti- 
tute for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore, India, and chairman of 
“the Committee of the WCC's Department on Church and Society which is prepar- 
ing the meeting. 


On Sunday morning, July 17, Dr. Martin Luther King, the Nobel Prize winner 
and leader of the civil rights movement in the USA, will preach the sermon 
at a public worship service for the conference at St. Pierre Cathedral, 

Geneva. BPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN LEADERS IN INDIA CALL, FOR 
THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION AFTER TASHKENT AGREEMENT 


(Bangalore, India) - The Commission on International Affairs of the National 
Christian Council of India, in a call to thanksgiving and dedication published 
on: January 13, offers its "sincere thanks to. God Almighty for the miraculous 
turn of events resulting in the Tashkent declaration which has laid the.. 
foundation for peace between India and Pakistan. We believe "that. this is 
the work of God triumphing over what appeared to be insurmountable. We 
Share fully the joy of the nation and of the world at large at this remark- 
able achievement towards peace, brought about through statesmanship of a very 
high order. We also pay our humble tribute to Prime Minister Kosygin and 
his devoted team but for whose indefatigable zeal, determination for peace, 
and superb statesmanship the Tashkent conference would not have been so 
successful," 


The pectnent yan birues as follows: 


"The price of the Tashkent agreement our nation has had to pay is greater 
than anyone had anticipated, namely the life of our beloved Prime Minister 
Lal Bahadur Shastri. In his death the nation has suffered the tragic loss 
of a great champion of peace and justice. We can express our gratitude for 
his commitment and determined efforts to implement the spirit and the letter 
of the declaration," , . 


Hailing the agreement as alia oeke in itself, the statement claims that it 
is "only the beginning of a new chapter", India and Pakistan: must now — 
"learn to work together for economic and social development of the peoples 
of the sub-continent and to. join hands in the BREN TIDE of the common enemies 
of humanity". - hae may 


Calling the Christian churches to observe January 30 as a day of thanksgiving 
and prayer and dedication, the Commission also appeals to the National 
Christian Council and "other religious bodies. in Pakistan to join in: thanks-~ 
giving:and prayer for peace and to do all in their power to create an. ethos 
which will promote the implementing of the Tashkent declaration". 

EPS, Geneve 
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ANGLICAN-PRESBYTERIAN CONVERSATIONS 
DISCUSS STEPS TOWARDS UNITY 


(Edinburgh) - The long-term aim of creating a united church in England to be 
in full communion with a united church in Scotland was emphasized by leaders 
of the panels of the Anglican and Presbyterian churches here at the end of 
three days of conversations on steps towards unity. 


_ They stated in an interim report that they would encourage the Church of 


- Scotland and the Episcopal Church in Scotland to try to find a way forward 
‘ to unity which both could accept and they hoped that the other participating 


churches would be kept fully informed of their discussions. 


Dr. J»W.C. Dougall, convener of the Church of Scotland's panel, said that as 
a result of these conversations the churches, generally speaking, had moved 
nearer to the position of recognizing the validity of each other's ministries. 


Once again the bogy of bishops in presbyteries - one of the main points in 
the decision of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1959 to 
reject some recommendations on Anglican-Presbyterian relations = was raised 
on the fringe of these conversations. Dr. Dougall said, however, that 
bishops in that context had not even been discussed. 


The Scottish regional group, it was explained, had tentatively discussed the 
idea of a "binding covenant" between the Church of Scotland and the Episco- 
palians to work for’a united church in Scotland which would include both 
Episcopalian and Presbyterian essentials and acceptance of each other's — 
ministries. This "tentative formulation" had not however been considered 
in full conference, 


In a joint service held during the conversations a Church of Scotland minis-~ 
ter was inducted and a priest of the Scottish Episcopal Church instituted in 
the new town of Livingston. The congregations of the two denominations will 
share the town's first church, which is not yet built. The Bishop of Edin- 
burgh preached and the moderator of the presbytery of Bathgate presided at 
the unique service which, it is hoped, will be a symbol of closer agsoci- 
ation between the two Scottish churches. EPS, Geneva 


AFRICAN THEOLOGIANS 
HOLD CONSULTATION 


(Ibadan, Nigeria) ~ Twenty African theologians met in consultation at 
Immanuel College, Ibadan, January 5-19, at a meeting organized by the ‘All 
Africa Conference of Churches with financial help from the Theological 
Education Fund. Papers were read under the general title of "Biblical _ 
Revelation and African Beliefs". 


Members came from a large number of different countries, ranging from 
Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda to Cameroon, Ghana and Sierra Leone, and from 


all the great Christian traditions (Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, and 
Protestant). ° ; 


-A limited number of non-Africans, including Father :Paul Verghese of Geneva, 


and Professor Noel Q. King of Makerere University College, took part in the 
conference asi¢onsultants, «.+* .4) °- EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH PROTESTANT WORKERS' TEAMS 
ISSUE MANIFESTO 


(Montbéliard, France) - The Protestant churches do not understand the problems 
of industrial workers, according to a manifesto recently published by the 
Protestant workers' teams which have grown up in different areas since the 
war and have recently formed a national organization. 


"Many of our brothers believe that the working class no longer exists, and 
that the economic exploitation of man is at an end", the manifesto states. 
"Because of this misunderstanding of the’ facts, the barriers which exist in 
society are aiso found in the Church." 


Speaking of their own ness as Christian workers, the teams declare: "As 
for us, it is in serving the world of the workers that we serve Christ. This 
means participating in the life of its different collective organizations ~ 
(trade unions, political parties, etc.). It also means enabling that world 
to rediscover the libersiing force which issues from Jesus Christ." 


In stating: that their two aims are (1) to form workers! groups for witness 
and service in industry, and (2) to help workers to find their.place within-. 


_the Church, they conclude: “We want to welcome all our brothers, whether 
they were originally Catholics or unbelievers, remembering that our witness 
-fIhust start with respect for their convictions." EPS, Geneva 


ORTENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES 
PLAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 


(Cairo) - Formation of a special institute of research and higher studies to 
work toward Christian unity was announced by 14 representatives of five 
Oriental Orthodox churches at the first meeting of.a standing committee © 
appointed by the summit conference of the churches! leaders held in Addis 
Ababa last year. 


The institute will have its headquarters in Cairo and will undertake studies 
of various differences existing between the churches as well as of means to 
establish a closer rapprochement among them. 


Represented at the meeting were the Ethiopian Oetmadox Church; the Coptic | 
Orthodox Church of Esypt; the Syrian Orthodox Church of Malabar, India; the 
Armenian Apostolic (Orthodox) Church; and the Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Antioch and all the Hast. Observers were also present from the World Council 
of Churches of which the five churches involved are members. EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST BISHOP COMMENDS 
ARTICLE ON "RESTRICTED" PRIESTS 


(Washington, DeC.) - Methodist Bishop John Wesley Lord of Washington has com- 
mended the Catholic weekly magazine Ave Maria for its January 8 special issue, 
dealing with the current controversy over clerical freedom, "In this article" 
his letter says, "the names of 12 'silénced priests! are listed, silenced 
because of: their involvement in the struggle for civil rights and the peace 
movement. ; 


"The action taken against these priests of the church is in strange conbenes 

to the action promulgated at the fourth session of the Vatican Council II. 

The Declaration on Religious Liberty, which is now a part of the official 
policy of the church, states that every man, in virtue of his dignity as a 
human person, has the right not to be subjected to force, either on the part of 
other individuals or on the part of any human society, to act against his con- 
science or not to follow his conscience in religious matters. Surely if the 
church is to demand such freedom for itself from civil authorities and ation i 
officers, it cannot deny this same freedom of conscience to her ministers." 


po - soa Sua My ok bre bl eh 
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TAN SMITH'S GOVERNMENT 
DEPORTS AMERICAN MISSIONARY 


(New York) - Christian churches are playing a key role in opposing Ian Smith's 
government, an American missionary recently expelled from Rhodesia has 


declared. 


"There is no question that the most outspoken opposition to the government 
today comes from the church leaders", the Rev. Donald K. Abbott, missionary 
of the United Church of Christ, told a press conference in New York. As 
evidence, he cited the six missionary families expelled by the Rhodesian 
government since 1962. 


Mr. and Mrs. Abbott and their four children were declared by the Smith govern- 
ment to be “prohibited immigrants" on December 29, 1965, and were given seven 
days to leave the country. The couple had served as missionaries in Rhode- 
sia for 15 years and all their children were born there. At the time of the 
expulsion he was superintendent of the United Church mission station at 
Chikore, in a remote area some 300 miles southeast of the Rhodesian capital 
of Salisbury. It is 25 miles from the nearest white settlement at Chippenga. 
EPS, Geneva 


REFORMED CHURCHES IN THE NETHERLANDS 
TO JOIN PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE 


(The Hague) - The Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Gerefor- 
meerde Kerken) here voted to apply for membership in the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, which now represents some 101 Reformed and Presbyterian 
communions in 67 countries. 


Most of those who objected were of the opinion that the action should be held 
in abeyance pending a decision on whether the Reformed Churches should also’ 
seek to become affiliated with the World Council of Churches. 


Of the three Reformed bodies in Holland, only the largest group - the Nether- 
lands Reformed Church with 3.5 millien members - belongs to both the Alliance 
and the WCC. Second in numerical size, the Reformed Churches in the Nether- 
lands have 800,000 members. 


Much smaller is the third body, the Christian Reformed Church, which is not 
a member of either international ecumenical organization. EPS, Geneva 


FOURTH ECUMENICAL YOUTH CONFERENCE 
HELD IN NEW ZEALAND 


(Hamilton, NeZe) + Dr. D.T, Niles, of Ceylon, and the Rev. Soritua Nababan, 
of Indonesia, were the main speakers at the fourth Ecumenical Youth Confer- 
ence in New Zealand held here from 28 December, 1965, to 4 January, 1966. 


The 1,400 young people present at the conference discussed issues: relating 
to church union, witness, and service. The conference was opened by the 
Governor-General of New Zealand, Sir Bernard Fergusson, who from his experi-. 
ence of Anglican-Presbyterian conversations in Scotland, urged the young 
people to "have the guts to go forward faster than what we think is right". 
The Governor-General said that the question of church union was a cause that 
was very close to his heart. EPS, Geneva 
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CARDINAL ABSENT FROM 
MILLENIARY CELEBRATIONS IN ROME 


(Warsaw) - Cardinal Wyszynski of Poland was refused permission to attend 
ceremonies in Rome marking, the beginning of Poland's 1,000th year as a 
Christian nation because his attitude was "contradictory . to the vital inter- 
ests of the Polish nation and state", according to the official communiqué 
of the Polish Council of Ministers rejecting his application for a passport. 


Cardinal aia referred to the ban in a pulpit address on January 9 (see 
EPS No. 1 


In a bitter denunciation of the hierarchy, the Polish Communist leader, Mr. 
Gomulka, declared on January 14: "The Polish nation cannot be won over to 
the West. Religious freedom is all right, but we shall strongly fight any 
masked political activities. That is why we did not let Wyszynski go to 
Rome." 


Meanwhile, in Rome, the Pope pronounced a blessing on the Polish people at 


the official milleniary celebrations, adding: "May our blessing also go to 
Poland's spiritual head, Cardinal Wyszynski, whom we consider spiritually 
present." EPS, Geneva 


ASIAN CHURCHMAN JOINS STAFF 
OF THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND 


(New York) - Dr. C.H. Hwang of Taiwan has been named an associate director 
of the Theolngical Education Fund of the World Council of Churches, a founda- 
tion for the advancement of ministerial training in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. Announcement of the appointment was made here by Dr. James F. 
Hopewell, director of the Theological Education Fund. 


Working from the London office of TEF, Dr. Hwang will have be eaiute of the 
fund!s services to theological schools in Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, and the Pacific. 


A graduate of Tokyo University, Japan; Cambridge University, England; and 
Union Theological Seminary, New York City, and vice president of the World 
Council of Christian Education, Dr. Hwang was principal of Tainan Theological 
College, Taiwan, until this year and retiring moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Formosa. He was also chairman of the Association of Theolegical 
Schools in South East Asia. EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP DIBELIUS 
TO RETIRE 


(Berlin) ~- The Protestant Bichon of Berlin and Brandenburg, Dr. Otto Dibelius, 
for many years one of the deninant figures of the German Protestant Church, is 
to retire at the end of March because of ill health. He is 85. bs 


Dr. Dibelius, a former president of the World Council of Churches and of. the 
Council of.the Evangelical Church in Germany, has been Bishop of the Evangeli- 
cal Church of Berlin-Brandenburg since the end of the war. He was a noted 
opponent of the Hitler régime and was dismissed in 1933 from his post as .. 
general superintendent of the church in Brandenburg after telling pastors that — 
they must be ready to defend theiz faith against all intolerant ideologies. 


The larger part of hin diocese lies in East Germany, but for the last 10 years 
he has been forbidden to cross into it. His successor will be elected in 
February by Sa two regional synods, East and West, meeting separately. 

EPS, Geneva 


Be 
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ANGLICAN APPROVAL GIVEN FOR 
UNION IN NORTH INDIA AND IN CEYLON 


(Calcutta) - At a General Council held here, January 2-4, the Church of 
India,- Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon gave general approval to schemes for =» 
church union in North India and Pakistan, and in Ceylon. The Ceylon scheme 
was approved unanimously by all three houses, and the North India and Paki-~- 
stan scheme by a large majority of the House of Clergy and by a unanimous 
vote of the House of Bishops and of the House of Laity. 


The schemes will now be referred to the central consultative body of the 
Lambeth Conference for approval and advice, and to all the diocesan councils 
in the province for approval and will then be given a second reading at the 
next session of the General Council due in 1969. 


The Ceylon scheme includes Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian churches and 
the Jaffna diocese of the Church of South India in addition to the Anglicans. 
In North India and Pakistan the other negotiating churches are the United 
Church of Northern India which has already approved the scheme, the Church 
of the Brethren, the Disciples of Christ, the Baptists, and two Methodist 
groups. The Methodists related to the British and Australian conferences 
have already given their approval. EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN BAPTIST LEADER URGES 
STUDY OF ECUMENICAL POSITION 


(New York) - A call for close examination of ne Baptist ecumenical position 
has been issued by the president of the American Baptist Convention. oa al 


Dr. Robert G. Torbet, dean of Central Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas 
City, Kan., said: "In an era.of growing Christian unity, Baptists. are. Badhyes 
in need of discovering areas for mutual understanding." 


Such an understanding, he said, "can become a basis for’ oRane our place in 
giving a united witness to the power of the Gospel.to.heal the brokenness of 
mankind and remove the. barriers. which divide people from each other". hy 


The American Baptist Convention has sereeved a vote ‘on ‘whether it will parti- 
cipate in the Consultation on Church Union, till the next meeting of its 
General Council in February. The six denominations which form the Consul- 
tation have invited other churches to take part in their discussions. 

EPS, Geneva 


POPE NAMES COMMISSIONS 
TO IMPLEMENT COUNCIL 


(Vatican City) - Pope Paul VI has announced that he has set up five commissi- 
ons te implement decrees approved by the Second Vatican Council. 


These commissions will be concerned with preparing regulations and rendering ° 
effective the Council's decrees on the Bishops and Government of Dioceses, 


Missionary Activity, Christian Education, the Priestly Ministry and the Lay 
Apostolate. 


The Pope's announcement was made in a motu proprio entitled "Finis Concilio", 
which was dated January 3, but not immediately made public. 


He said he had also established a Central Commission to coordinate the work 


of the various individual commissions, and to interpret the Council's decrees. 
and constitutions. 2 EPS, Geneva 


No. 2 - 20th January, 1966 = 9 


DR. DE BLANK ELECTED 
BISHOP OF HONG KONG 


(London) - Dr. Joost de Blank, former Anglican Archbishop of Sanetowne has 
been elected the new Bishop of Hong Kong and Macao. 


He will replace 70-year-old Bishop R.O. Hall, who is resigning this year 
after 34 years. It was announced last Hotes that the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury had relinquished authority over the see to the Council of the Church in 
Southeast Asia until such time as the Church in China, to which the diocese 
used to be attached, was reunited. 


Dr. de Blank, who is 56 and of Dutch parentage, was Archbishop of Capetown 
from 1957 until 1963, when he resigned because of ill-health and was made a 
residentiary canon of Westminster Abbey. During his six-year tenure in 
Capetown, Dr. de Blank became one of the severest critics of the South 
African government's treatment of the country's huge non-white majority. 


Dr. de Blank was elected Bishop of Hong Kong by about-200 Anglican clergy 

and lay delegates in the British colony. Informed of his election, he said > 
he would devote much of his time in his new post-to social welfare. This, 

he noted, is a vital need in one of the most densely populated areas of the 
world, thanks in large part to the heavy influx of Chinese from the Communist- 
controlled mainland. EPS, Geneva 


ISRAEL'S PRESIDENT PRAISES 
VATICAN COUNCIL'S WORK 


(Jerusalen, Israel) - Israeli President Zalman Shazar praised the work of . 
the Vatican Council in his yearly message of greeting to the Christian 
communities of his nation. . 

"Out of this assemblage representing more than half of modern Christendom", 
he said, "came the moral courage to bridge long-existent breaches, to heal 
ancient, ills, to seek new human relationships with other verrentienrs both: 
Christian and non-Christian". 


Melkite Archbishop Georges Hakim of Acre responded for the group of 16 .— 
Christian leaders who visited President Shazar at his official residence. 
He said "it now devolves upon us to begin the work of implementing our 
decisions with respect both to our Christian breshren and our Jewish and 
“Moslem brethren". 


President Shazar also referred to "significant assemblies: in “ther churches", 
which, in recent years "have called for battle against the religious perse- 
cution and racial hatred which once again poison human life in many parts 

of the globe". EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A consultation is being held in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 24-29 January, to discuss 
the mission and vocation of the Anglican Communion in South America in the 
light of rapid social change. The Archbishop of York and other Anglican 
leaders from England, the United States, and Canada will attend the meeting 
in addition to the bishops of the Episcopal Church of Brazil and British and 
Saat Sta ae A ee bishops from other Latin American countries. 


* * * 


No. 2 = 20th January, 1966 . 10 


The Rev. David Head, formerly minister of Methodist Central Hall, Birmingham, 
England, and author of He Sent Leanness and other books of contemporary 
prayers, becomes general secretary of the Student Christian Movement of 

Great Britain and Ireland this summer. He succeeds the Rev. David L. 
Edwards, who during the year 1965-66 is combining the general secretaryship 
with the editorship of the SCM Press. Mr. Head, who earlier spent four 
years on the staff of the SCM in West Africa, is at present study secretary 
of the British SCM. 


hse APSE a 


The Rt. Rev. Erica Sabiti, Bishop of Ruwenzori, has been elected Archbishop 
of the Anglican Province of Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi, in succession to Dr. 
Leslie Brown who retired last November. Archbishop Sabiti is the first 
African to hold this post. 


Siri aay * 


The Taizé Community maintains "solidarity with the churches of the Reforma- 

tion and an honest openness to other churches", stated Frére Max Thurian in 

a recent interview, when the Community was asked whether it was not pursuing 
a course which tended to Catholicism.‘ He further expressed regret concern- 
ing "the many false conceptions about the so-called monastic way of life at 

Taize. We have no desire whatever to imitate certain outward forms merely 

for their own sake", he said. 


* * * 


Bishop Lajos Vato, head of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, stressed in a 
recent statement to his Synod that what had been accomplished by the Vatican 
Council was "very little indeed in comparison with what the Gospel of Christ 
demands", Bishop Tibor Bartha of the Reformed Church takes the same view. 
"The Roman Catholic Church has not yet abandoned any of its errors", he said. 


* * * 


The Conference of British Missionary Societies has appointed the Rev. Ian 
Thomson to undertake a two-year research project into the best methods of 
training laymen who will go overseas in the hope of “serving the Christian 
mission" through their own secular work, 


* * * 


The Rt. Rev. Harold Perry, auxiliary Bishop of New Orleans, who was consecra- 
ted on January 6, is the first Negro to become a bishop of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the USA this century. He will have spiritual authority over . 
650,000 Roman Catholics - mostly white. : 


* eal * 


A campaign of study and action designed to "involve local congregations in 
the process of ecumenical and missionary rethinking" is to be-launched during 
the early part of next year by the British Council of Churches and the Con- 


ference of British Missionary Societies under the title, "The People Next 
oon", : 


* * * 


The Synod of the Southern Province of the Moravian Church in America has 
authorized its Provincial Elders' Conference to appoint a committee on church 
union to negotiate with a similar committee in the Northern Province. The 
two churches, both of which are members of the World Council of Churches, 
have together a membership of more than 60,000. 


SE ep Neal + 
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A Roman Catholic-Protestant Colloquium held recently at Serampore College, 
India, discussed the theme of "The Cosmic Christ" and the significance of 
this doctrine for our approach to men of other religions. No attempt was 
made to prepare a formal statement of "findings", but it is hoped that the 
papers read at the Colloquium will be published in the Indian Journal of 


Theology. 


Ge Le * 


A group of Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Methodist clergymen in Haling, 
London, have called on British churches to adopt a common sequence of scrip- 
ture lessons throughout the year, They hope that other churches might be 
able to share in the selection, being made at present by the Roman Catholic 
Church, of appropriate Old Testament and New Testament passages for a three- 
or four-year cycle of readings. 


Je) bene gta 


A new Council of Religious Affairs has been instituted in the USSR to combine 
the work of the former Council for the Orthodox Church and the Council for 
Religious Cults, which dealt with the affairs of the non-Orthodox churches, 


* Tee ae 


The Washington office of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
USA has issued a memorandum on narcotics addiction in connection with forth- 
‘coming federal legislation. "The public misconception about the drug addict 
as a ‘drug fiend! must be replaced", the memorandum says, "with a more 
realistic conception of the addict as a victim of psychological sickness, 

from which narcotics offer a kind of escape (albeit a self-defeating one), 
producing in turn a physical illness or 'need! which overwhelms self-control". 


* * * 


A leading Dutch Roman Catholic theologian, visiting London with a party of 
priests and theological students last week, said that Rome will eventually 
recognize the validity of Anglican Holy Orders. According to Dr. W. Van De 
Pol, who is lecturer in Protestantism and Anglicanism at the University of 
Nijmegen, the recent removal of the 1054 mutual excommunications of Rome and 
Constantinople was a sign that recognition was possible. 


MES ae 


Illegitimate children should be given legally recognized status as the sons 
and daughters of both parents, says a study published by the Church of 
England Board of Social Responsibility. Fear of social consequences should 
no longer deter Britain from making the necessary reform of the law, the 
report says. EPS, Geneva 


January 


ECUMENICAL CALENDAR - 1966 


WSCF, European Schools! Staff meeting Woudschoten, 
Netherlands 
January YMCA, South-Hast Asia Area Committee Hong Kong 
January WSCF,, UNELAM, Ecumenical Strategy Santiago, 
Consultation Chile 
January WSCF, |Preparatory Committee for the Ibadan, 
Africa Ecumenical Consultation Nigeria 
January WSCF, European SOM Staff meeting Woudschoten, 
Netherlands 
January ‘+ 24-28 WCC, DWME, Theological Education Fund London 
Staff conference 
January 30 - WSCF/YMCA, Latin America Consultation Santiago, 
February 4 : Chile 
January 31 - WCC, DWME Divisional Committee Geneva 


February 5 


January 31 - YMCA/WSCF, joint consultation on Student Santiago, 


February 6 Work in Latin America Chile 
February 1- 4 WCC, DICARWS Divisional Committee Geneva 
February 3— 5 WCC, Religious Liberty Secretariat, Geneva 


Committee on Religious Liberty 


February 4-5 LWF, Officer's meeting Geneva 

February 6— 8 WCC, Executive Committee - Geneva 

February T- 9 WCC, Youth Department, Huropean Working Geneva 
Group 

February 8-17 wec, Central Committee Geneva °* 

-February 17-18 wcC, Associated Councils, Meeting of Geneva 
Secretaries 

February 18-22 YMCA, Executive Groups of Standing Geneva 


Committees and the President's Committee 


Wcoc, Information Department, Consultation Géneva 
on Freedom of Information 


February 20-23 WCC, DWME, Orthodox Medical Consultation Ttibingen, 
Germany 


February 18 


woc, Information Department, Consultation Bossey nr. 
on "The Christian Mission and the Geneva 
Communications Revolution" 


February 21-26 


LWF, Conference on "Theological Dialogue Liebfrauen- 


February 22-26 
ey? with Roman Catholizism" berg, France 


March 2- 5 LWF, Commission on Education Paris 
March 7-10 LWF, Commission on World Service _ Hong Kong 
WCC, DWME/Laity Department, joint Geneva 


March B= 9 


4 =) 
3S 4 


Consultation on Laymen Abroad in Mission 


March 


“March 
March 
March 


March 


March 
April 


March 
April 


April 
April 
April 


April 


Ap#fil 


April 
April 
April 


April 


April 
April 


April 
April 


14-18 
14-18 
15-16 
22-26 


28-30 


28 = 
LO 


28-31 
Saal, 


5-12 
6-13 
{-15 


11-16 


12~16 


12-12 


sn 1822 


» 19-23 


20—22 


20-24 


21-22 


22S 
25—26 


WSCF, Officers’ 


Wcc, SASP Committee meeting 


WCC, Faith and Order, Consultation on 
Week of Prayer 


WCC, DICARWS, Advisory Committee for 
Teams 


World Christian Youth Commission, 
Consultation on Unattached Youth 


WCC, Faith and Order/Cooperation of Men 
and Women, joint consultation on The 
Ministry of Deaconesses 


WCC, Ecumenical Institute, Orthodox 
Theology and Holy Week Worship 

LWF, Commission on Latin America 

WSCF, Central American Leadership 
Training Course 

WSCF, African Student Seminar 

WSCF, Andean Leadership Training Course 


meeting 


WCC, Houmenical Institute, Consultation 


sao Paulo, 
Bragil 


Geneva 
Geneva 
Holland 


Geneva 


Bossey/ from 
6th April 
Paris 


Geneva 


Las Nubes, 
Nicaragua 


John Knox 
House, Geneva 


La Paz, 
Bolivia 


Beirut, 
Lebanon 


Bossey nr. 


for Psychiatrists and Theologians. Theme: Geneva 
"The communal nature of mental illness and 


health" 


WoC, Faith and Order, Lutheran—Reformed 
conversations 


LWF, Commission on World Mission and 
voiced Committees 


LWF, Scandinavian Conference on Steward- 


ship 


WCC, Youth Department, Work Camp Leaders! 


Conference 


WoC, Annual meeting of US Conference 
of member churches 


WcC, DICARWS, Fraternal Workers! Retreat 


LWF, Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors, LWF Broadcasting Service 


Brethren Service Commission 


LWF, Board of Trustees, Lutheran 
Pothidation for melon confessional 
research 


Bad Schauen~ 
burg, Switzer- 
land 


Oxford 


Reistad, 
Norway 


Bossey 


Buck Hill 
Falls, Pa, 
USA 


Chateau d'Oex, 
Switzerland 


London 


Sardinia 


Strassbourg y 
France 


May 


May 
June 
May 
June 
June 


June 


June 


June 


8-14 


~ 35 - 
WACB, Central Committee 


WCC, Department on the Laity, 
Laity Consultation 


UBS, Translators! Workshop 


WoC, DWME, TEF Africa Scholarship 
Selection Committee 


WCC, Department on Church and Society/ 
World Christian Temperance Federation, 
joint Consultation 


WCC, Department on the Laity/NECC 
Laymen Abroad Consultation 


Brethren Service Commission 
General European Conference 


Churches! Committee on Migrant Workers 
in Western Hurope 


. Meeting of the World Christian Youth 


Commission 


wcec, DWME, Christian Literature Fund 
Committee 


UBS, World Council Meeting 


EACC Conference on "God!s People in 
Industrial Society in Asia! 


WCC, Ecumenical Institute,Study Conference 


New York 


Beirut 
Lebanon 


Hoho Lake, 
USA 


New York 


Bossey 


Beirut, 
Lebanon 


Prague, 
Czechoslovakia 


Sicily 


Taizé, 
France 


Crét Bérard, 
Switzerland 


Buck Hill 
Falls, USA 


Japan 


for students of the 1965-66 Session of the 


Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, 


Gonference of Churches in the Pacific 


WCC, Youth Department, European Working 
Group 


WSCF, European Student Pastors! 
Conference 


WCC, Ecumenical Institute, Course for 
Pastors and Missionaries 


YWCA, Executive Committee 


WCC, Department on Cooperation of Men 
and Women/Roman Catholic women's 
organisations consultation on possibili- 
ties of joint action with Protestant 
women's organisations 


LWF, Commission on Worship and Spiritual 
Life 


Bossey 
Lifou Island 


Sweden 


Altenkirchen, 
Germany 


Bossey 


Mont—Pélérin, 
Switzerland 


Geneva 


Hannover , 
Germany 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 
July 


June 


July 


June 
July 


June 
July 


July 
July 
July 


July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 


August 


July 


13-18 


Mid 


16423 


20-24 


23-29 
24-30 
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Consultation on Work of Evangelical 


Bentveld, 


Academies for English-speaking visitors to Netherlands 


Burope, sponsored by the European Leiter- 


kreis at the Dutch lay centre "Woodbrooker" — 


UBS, Consultation of West European and 
Mediterranean Bible Societies on Migrant 
Workers - a 4-day meeting 


WCC, DWME, Consultation on Christian/ 
Muslim Encounter 


WCC, Department on Faith and Order/Depart- 


ment on Cooperation of Men and Women, 
joint Consultation on "Marriage in a 
Divided Church" 


WCC, DWME, Staff Conference 


WCC, Department on Cooperation of Men and 
Women/Burekhardthaus, joint Gonsultation 
on "The Training of Parish Assistants in 
Europe" 


Wcc, DICARWS, Information Conference 


WCC, Ecumenical Institute,Consultation on 
"The Lordship of Christ and His Presence 
in the World" 


YMCA, Youth Conference, Theme: "I want to 
be free" 


WCC, DWME, Executive Committee 
WACB, European Conference 


woc, DICARWS, Divisional Committee 
WSCF, Political Commission meeting 
Woc, DICARWS, World Consultation 


WCC, Ecumenical Institute,Board of 
Keumenical Institute 


WCC, Ecumenical Institute,Course for 
Laymen 


WCC, Department of Church and Society, 
World Conference 


LWF, Coordinating Committee. on Budget 
and Programme 


LWF, Executive Committee 


WCCESSA, Board of Managers, World 
Educational Services Committee and other 
related Committees 


YMCA, Consultation on YMCA work with 
Refugees and Migrants 


. South Germany 


Beirut, 
Lebanon 


Crét-Bérard, 
Switzerland 


London 


Gelnhausen, 
Germany 


London 


Bossey 


Stavanger, 
Norway 


London 
Glasgow 


London 
Geneva 


Swanwick, 
England 


Bossey 
Bossey 
Geneva 
Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia 
Belgrade 
Oslo, 


Norway 


Geneva 


a: 


July 
July . 
August 
July 


July 


July 


July 
August 


July 
August yz 


July 
August 


July 
August 


August 
August 
August 


September 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 


August 
September 


August — 
August 
August 


August 


' 


August’ *° 
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YMCA, Standing Committees and Executive 
Committee 


ULAJE Assembly 


WCC, Faith and Order, Const bavion on the 
Council Study 


wec, Youth Department, Officers and Staff 
of Joint Youth Committee WCC/WCCE 


Wec, DWME, Advisory Group on Urban and 
Industrial Mission 


WCC, Department on Cooperation of Men and 
Women, Consultation and Working Committee 


WPA, Executive Committee 
weC, CCIA, Executive Committee 


WSCF{Eeunenical Institut, Course for 
theological students . 


WCC, DEA Divisional Committee 
WCC, Executive Committee 
UBS, Translators! Workshop 


WSCF, European Secondary Schools! 
Conference 


LWF, Third International Congress for 
Luther Research 


Wec, TEF Staff Conference 
LWF, Commission on Theology 


CCJP, International Summer Course 


LWF, Seminar on Ecumenical Research 


/ 


WSCF, Asian Seminar 


WCC, Department on the Laity/Ecumenical 
Institute, joint éonsultation on "Human 
Engineering and Christian Growth" 


WCC, Department of ap ey Studies, 
Wouktne Committee 


WCC, Department on Studies in Evangelism, 


Woekine Committee 


WCC, Theological Education. Fund Committee 


.Geneva 


Puerto Rico 


Bad Gastein, 
Austria 


Geneva 
Geneva 


John Knox 
House, Geneva 


Strasbourg. 
France 


Geneva 
Bossey 


Geneva 
Geneva 


Japan 


Woudschoten, 
Netherlands 


Jarvenpaa, 
Finland 


Aarhus, 
Denmark 


Bastad, 
Sweden 


Ruttvik,Sweden 


Strassbourgh, 
France 


John Knox 
House, Geneva 


Bossey 


Boldern nr. 
Zurich 


Boldern nr... 
Ztirich 


Aarhus 
Denmark 


August 
August 
August 
August 


September 
August 

September 
September 
September 


September 


September 


September 


September 
September 


September 
October 


October 
October 


October 


October - 
October 


October 


October 


November 


December 


oes 
12-24 


bitsy 


uh pores 


8-11 


Niel 


See: 


WCC, Faith and Order, Consultation on the’ 


Nature of, Unity 
CCJP Committee Meeting 


WCC, Department on the Laity, 
Jorkins Conmittée 


WCC, Department on Faith and sa 
Working Committee 


YWCA, Membership Conférence 


WCC, Division of Studies, 
Divisional Committee 


WCC, Department on Faith and Order, 
Pa ere Study Group 


WCC, Division of Studies, Study on 
Patterns of Ministry and Theological 
Education, European Consultation 


WSCF/ Pax Romana, Africm University 
Conference 


WPA, Huropean Theological Commission 


WPA, European Administrative Committee 


WCC, Churches Committee on Migrant Workers 


in Western Europe 


YMCA/YWCA, joint. consultation on the task 
of the YMCA and YWCA in countries where 


the dominant faith is other than Christian 


WSCF, Full Staff Meeting 


LWF, Theological consultation on the 
missionary structure of the congregation 


WCC, DWME, West European Consultation on 
the Church and Industry 


WCC, Meeting of World Confessional Bodies 


EACC, Korea consultation on the Church, 
Young church,Men and Nation 


. WCC, Youth Department, Meeting of European 


Hatienal, Correspondents and Work Camps 
Correspondents 


WCC, Youth Department, Annual ‘European 
Autumm Consultation 
WCC, DICARWS, Divisional Committee 


WCC, DWMB/UNELAM, joint consultation 
on phe. Mission of the Church. Os, 
Industrial—Urban Society" 


not yet known 


.Rattvik, 


Sweden 


Bossey 


not yet known. 


New Delhi,” : 
India 


Oxford 


Saloniki, 
Greeee 


Dunblane, 
Scotland 


Leopoldville, 


Congo 


Glarus, 


“Switzerland — 


avis ae 


London 


Kandy, _ 
Ceylon — 


‘Burope 


Jarvenpaa, 


' Finland 


Bad Boll, 


Germany 


Geneva 


Seoul, 


Korea 


not yet known 


not yet known 


Geneva 


Buenos itvase 
Argentina 
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CCJP Commission on Churches and Jewish People 


DICARWS Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 


DWME Division of World Mission ana Evangelism 

BACC Bast Asia Christian Conference 

LWF Lutheran World Federation 

SASP Specialised Assistance for Social Projects (Committee for) 

TEF Theological Education Fund 

UBS United Bible Societies 

ULAJE Union Latinoamericana de Juventude Evangelica* 

UNELAM Provisional Commission for Evangelical Unity in Latin America 

WACB World Association for Christian Broadcasting 

WCc World Council of Churches 

WCCE World Council of Christian Education 

WCCESSA World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 
Association 

WPA World Presbyterian Allianoe 

WSCF World Student Christian Federation 

YMCA (World Alliance of the) Young Men's Christian Associations 

YWou (World) Young Women's Christian Association 


(*Latin American Union of Evangelical Youth) 
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CHURCH UNION IN BAST AFRICA 
SUFFERS SETBACK 


(Nairobi) - Plans for formation of a united church in East Africa suffered 
another setback last week with the announcement by representatives of the 
Church of the Province of East Africa (Anglican) that they are "unable to 
contemplate positive steps towards negotiations of a Scheme of Union". 


They notified the Steering Committee of the East African Church Union 
Consultation that while the proposed Basis of Union was agreed to by the 
entire Province, only the dioceses in Kenya would be "meaningfully involved" 
with the Methodist and Presbyterian churches -— the other two bodies which 
had given general approval to the plan - as these churches have virtually 
no work in Tanzania, 


They said that Anglicans could not accept "any proposal which would involve 
the disruption of the Province". 


The Plan for Union was approved by Anglican, Methodist, and Presbyterian 
representatives meeting at Dodoma, Tanzania, in January, 1965. Lutheran 
delegates to that meeting refused to accept the plan and Moravian representa- 
tives wanted more time to consider the question. These two bodies are the 
ones with work in Tanzania. EPS, Genevae 


7O IN THIRD REGIONAL BIBLE 
STUDY .COURSE IN AFRICA 


(Kitwe, Zambia) - Seventy students, teachers, and pastors from Congo, 
Malawi, Rhodesia, and Zambia spent two weeks in an intensive training corrse 
to help‘themdevelop more effective Bible study programmes in their own 

YMCA, YWCA, and student Christian movements.-. A small group of Roman 
Catholic delegates also took part. 


~ 


Seminar leaders were Mlle. Suzanne de Diétrich, of France, and Dr. Lamar 
Williamson, director of the United Theological School, at Iuluabourg, Congo. 


The seminar was the third regional study course held in recent years 
sponsored jointly by thé world Student Christian Federation, and the Youth 
Department of .the All Africa Conference of Churches. Harlier ones were 
held in Liberia, in 1963, and in the Ivory Coast, in 1965. Others are 
projected over the next three years for the Cameroon, Basutoland, East 
Africa, and Madagascar, if funds can be found. ae EPS, Geneva. 


ECUMENICAL GROUP AIDS 
100 CHILDREN IN PORTUGUESE VILLAGE 


(Carcavelos, Portugal ) - Underprivileged children in Cascais, a village 
near this suburb of Lisbon, are learning carpentry, homemaking, singing, 
creative crafts, and sports through the efforts of a small ecumenical group. 


Protestant seminary students, missionaries, and Roman Catholics have pooled 
their talents to instruct over 100 children in a specially built community 
for the poor. The seminary students are from the Evangelical Seminary 

of Theology, the only non-Catholic seminary in the nation. EPS, Geneva. 
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INTERNATIONAL CLERGY COMMITTER 
FORMED TO SEEK VIETNAM PEACE 


(New York) - Formation of an "International Committes of Conscience on 
Vietnam" composed of American clergy active in peace efforts and a sizeable 
group of ministers and theologians from overseas was announced here. 


Described as ‘an outgrowth of the Clergymen's Emergency Committee for Vietnam, 
sponsored by the Fellowship of Reconciliation which sent an interfaith 
delegation to Vietnam last year, the new body came into existence because its 
members felt "impelled to speak by the tragedy of Mead and by the failure 
of our governments to end that terrible conflict". 


A statement said the Committee is believed to be the first interreligious, 
international body welcoming religious leaders of all faiths from every’ 
nation to join together in a non-partisan,’ non-political: plea for peace. 


Members come from countries including England, Australia, Czechoslovakia, the 
German Federal Republic, the German Democratic Republic, India, Philippines, 
Southwest Africa, abana Switzerland, and France in addition to the USA. 

EPS r) Geneva. 


KENYA METHODISTS 
TO BE AUTONOMOUS 


(Nairobi) -~ The Synod of the Methodist Church in Kenya. has approved a 
scheme by which the Methodist Church in Britain will grant it full autonomy 
during this year. 


Since the arrival of the first missionaries-during the 1860s, the church 
has been under the direction of the British Methodist Conference through- 
the Methodist Missionary Society in London. 


The new church will be inaugurated by a Foundation Conference to be held in 
Kenya and Britain. The Synod has elected the Rev. Ronald Mng!'ong'o to be 
the autonomous church's first president, b : _ EPS, Geneva. 


ORTHODOX LEADER VISITS 
PATRIARCH'S TOMB IN FLORENCE 


(Florence) - Metropolitan Emilianos of Calabria, acting in his capacity as 
a personal representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, 
made an official visit to the tomb in the Church of ‘Santa Maria Novella here 
of the Patriarch'!s predecessor Joseph II who was a leading protagonist of 
Catholic-Orthodox unity at the Council of Florence (1438- 43). 


It was believed to be the first official visit by a Patriarchal representative 
since the subsequent split a short time later. 


Metropolitan Emilianos was accompanied by Ermenegildo Cardinal Florit of 
Florence and other Catholic and Orthodox prelates. 


_ On the evening of the same day he gave a lecture on "Sharing Post-Conciliar 
Tasks" at a public meeting at the city's Stensen Institute. During his 
speech he read a message from the Patriarch in which the visit to Florence 
was described as adding "another stone to the edifice of reconciliation between 
our venerated churches". © EPS, Geneva. 
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REPORTS INDICATE GROWING NUMBER OF 

WEEK OF PRAYER OBSERVANCES 

(Geneva) —~ Preliminary reports received at the World Council of Churches! 
headquarters here indicate a growing number of observances and increasing 
enthusiastic response to the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


In all parts of the world local Protestant, inglican, Orthodox, and Roman 
Catholic church leaders joined in holding services of worship and inter- 
cession, study seminars, public meetings, and similar events for the 1966 
Week marked January 18-25. 


Internationally the Week is sponsored jointly by the World Council of 
Churches! Commission on Faith and Order and the Roman Catholic Association 
for Christian Unity, Lyon, France. Theme of the 1966 Week was.'"I will be 
their God and they shall be my people" (Ezekiel 37:27). 


These were some of the highlights: 


In Paris, France, Pastor Charles Westphal, president of the Protestant 
Federation of France, addressed a service held at the Russian Orthodox 
Cathedral attended by prominent Orthodox, -inglican, and Protestant leaders. 
It was the first time Orthodox participated in the Federation-sponsored 


'. observances. 


In Taulignan, in the Drome area of France, Me Philippe Maury, director of the 
Department of Information of the World Council of Churches, spoke on the 
Significance of the ecumenical movement to a group of cloistered nuns of 

the Dominican Order. 


In Geneva, Switzerland, Msgr. Antoine, Exarch for Western Europe of the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, preached at a service 

at the Cathedral of St. Pierre. Prominent Protestant, Ortodox, and Old 
Catholic churchmen, joined for the first time by two Roman Catholic leaders, 
marched in the procession. The Chief Rabbi of Geneva attended the service. 


In Copenhagen, Denmark, Msgr. Jan Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican 
secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, preached in a Lutheran 
church, 


In Bergen, Norway, the Roman Catholic vicar of Bergen preached in a Lutheran 
church, reportedly the first Roman Catholic to do so in Norway since the 
Reformation. 


In Bonn, Gormany, over 1,000 persons of «11 churches took part inia 
service at the Roman Catholic hurch of St. Nicholas. 


In Vienna, fustria, there were a number of jointly organised services 
including one sponsored by the Ecumenical Youth Counsil held in a Greek 
Orthodox Church, 


In Spain a Spanish Protestant clergyman spoke for the first time at the 

Pope John XXIII Centre of the Pontifical University at Salamanca. José 
Cardona Gregori, head of the Spanish Evangelical Defence Commission, spoke 

on the Protestant attitude towards the Vatican statement on religious liberty. 


In London thousands of people of all churches took part ina rally at 
Trafalgar Square and later in a procession down Whitehall to Westminster 
ibbey where they attended a shortened Evensong Service. In all an estimated 
one thousand unity meetings were held in Britain during ‘tthe Week. 
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In Kandy, Ceylon, an increasing dialogue between Protestants, Anglicans, 
and Roman Catholics was marked by daily services of intercession and 
climaxed by a united service held in the Roman Catholic Cathedral at which 
a Methodist minister was the guest preacher. 


In Libreville, Gabon, Roman Catholic and iivangelical church authorities 
authorised a common version of the Lord's Prayer for use from now on in 
their churches. Joint prayer and study meetings were held daily. 


In the USA Protestants, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics in several cities for 
the first time held jointly planned observances and issued joint -messages. - 
This was true in Detroit, Mich., Bethlehem, Pa., Atlanta, Gas, and St. Louis, 
Mo., among other cities. EPS, Geneva. 


SURPRISING PRAYERS FOR UNITY 
IN DIOCESE OF ROME 


(Rome) ~ Prayers used in the Roman Catholic diocese of Rome during the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity were of a considerably different character 
than those used by most Christians during the observances. 


Rather than praying for unity Nas Christ wills, in His way and His time" as 
petitioned in the prayers suggested in the leaflet issued jointly by the 
Roman Catholic Association for Christian Unity, Lyon, France, and the World 
Council of Churches, the prayers used here had a strong "back to Rome" 
tendency. 


For instance, the prayers for jnglicans asked that they be led "back to. 
accepting the primacy of the Pope, the Vicar of Christ". The prayers for 
the 0 thodox asked that they should "know the true face of the Roman Church". 
The one for Protestants petitioned that they may recognise the Roman 
Catholic Church as "the same church which was born on the day of Pentecost 
and recognise that the worship of the Madonna is an authentic development 

of the Gospel message". 


The Guardian, reporting on the prayers, said that they had been "prepared 
with the approval of the Roman Curia, but certainly without the knowledge 
of the Christian Unity Secretariat..." EPS, Genevas 


TATZE COMMUNITY BROTHER 
ORDAINED IN UNITED CHURCH 


(Madison, Wisc. ) - Brother Jacques Schiesser, a Swiss member of the inter- 
denominational Protestant monastic community in Taizé, France, was ordained 
here as a minister of the United Church of Christ. 


The Taizé community is not a church and its members, if they wish ordination, 
must seek it in the church of which they are a member. Brother Jacques, who, 
together with two other brothers from Taizé is serving on the staff of the 
University of Wisconsin's United Religious Workers, is a member of the Swiss 
Reformed Church. © EPS, Geneva. 
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ECUMENICAL MONASTERY 
FORMED IN AUSTRIA 


(Vienna) = Two Swedish Lutheran monks have joined six Roman Catholic monks 
to form an "ecumenical monastery" at Erlach, Upper Austria.. 


The two Swedish monks joined the ten-year-old monastic community, which 
follows the Benedictine rule, as the result of initiatives by Swedish 
Lutheran observers to the Second Vatican Council. 


Bishop Gerhard May of the Evangelical Church in Austria has supported the 
initiative. "It is our conviction that Protestant monks can live together 
with Roman Catholic monks in one monastery just as well as marriage partners 
of different confessions", he said. "They can have spiritual fellowship 
as long as none of them denies the special-heritage of his own confession, 
but endeavours to share it without endangering the other's freedom of 
conscience." EPS, Genevas 


CENTENARY OF SODERBLOM BIRTH . 
MARKED IN SWEDEN 


(Stockholm) - A large congregation filled the Cathedral at Uppsala on 
January 15 for a service marking the centenary of the birth of ecumenical 
pioneer Archbishop Nathan Soderblom who died in 1931 and is buried in the 
cathedral. 


The present Primate of the Church, Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren who was 
ordained by Archbishon Soderblom, paid tribute to the warmth, imagination, 
energy and personality of this-early leader of the Christian unity 

movement whose efforts led to the organization of the first World Conference 
for Life and World held in 1925, From this meeting developed one of the 
movements which led to the formation of the World Council of Churches in 
1948, EPS, Genevae 


PERMANENT FAITH AND ORDER 
COLLOQUIUM PLANNED IN USA 


(Chicago) - A permanent national "colloquium" on faith and order with "full 
Roman Catholic participation" will be established in the United States, it 
was announced at the second annual programme board meeting of the Division. 
of Christianity Unity of the National Council of Churehes. i 


The Division's Faith and Order Department said some 100 delegates aré 
expected at a first session next June 12-17, to be held here. 


The Division received reports from several related units, virtually all of 
them outlining advances in inter-church dialogue and cooperation. 


IN BRIEF 


Recruitment.of. qualified teachers of theology for colleges, universities, 
and seminaries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, is the aim of a new 
committee set up in Hamburg by the German Protestant Missionary Council and 
the Evangelical Working Party for World Missions. The committee will also 
help theology teachers returning from posts in these areas to find new 
assignments in Germany. 
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A leading USA clergyman: arid biblical scholar, Dr. Luther A. Weigle, has 
been ‘named a Knight of Sts Gregory by Pope Paul VI.: The honour, usually 
given to Catholic laymen; was conferred on Dr. Weigle for his work ‘in’. 
helping to produce the recently published Catholic edition of the New 
Testament in the Revised Standard Version. Dr. Weigle, dean emeritus of ~ 
Yale Divinity School, served as chairman of the group of scholars which 
produced the Protestant RSVjof the Bible in 1952 under the National Council 
of Churches. 


* * * 


Sir Francis Ibiam, one of the presidents of the World Council of Churches, 
has been chosen to receive the 1966 Upper Room Citation. The first African 
to be honoured by the internationally—knownpublication, he was chosen for 
his "distinguished contribution to world Christian fellowship". 


* * * 


Baptists in Czechoslovakia have celebrated the 80th anniversary of the 
establishment of Baptist work in Prague. The first Baptist church in the 
city was organised in 1885, with 16 members, Present membership is 1,250. 


* * x 
Dr. Martin Luther King, USA civil rights leader, has said he plans to live 


in a slum on the west side of Chicago while conducting a "movement" in the 
area against racial discrimination in the North. 


* * * 


On January 18 Christians, Jews, and Moslems in South Africa joined in a 
national day of prayer for rain to end a drought which is devastating large 
areas of the country. The day was arranged in consultation with the 
government and many offices and shops closed wholly or partly to enable 
employees to attend services. 


% * * 


Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Jews in the USA have formed a 45-member 
committee to "encourage, evaluate, and coordinate efforts" in the national 
war against poverty. Sponsors include leaders of the National Council of 
Churches, the National Catholic Welfare Conference, and the Synagogue Council 
of America. 


* * * 


Representatives of three Lutheran church bodies have met in Chicago, I1L,USA, 
in the third of a series of consultations on the possibility of establishing 
pulpit and altar fellowship. Thirty-one churchmen from the American 
Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and the Synod of Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Churches discussed "the nature, mission, and function of 
the Church on the basis of the Scripture and the historic Lutheran con- 
fessional writings". 


% * % 


Covernment-sponsored Radio Uganda will air Christian education programmes 

this year as part of its student instruction broadcasting. The new programmes 
were added at the request of Uganda Christian schools. A similar programme 

of instruction in the Moslem religion is scheduled later. 


* * * 
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Two Swiss missionaries and a prominent Haitian clergymen were among thirty 
persons killed in the crash of a DC-3 aeroplane of the Companie Haitienne de 


Transport on January 22... The missionaries were Mlle Raymonde Favre, 24, 2 
nurse, and M. Eric Simonet, 34, an agriculturalist. Both were members of 
the "Gay Vagabonds Overseas", an independent missionary group. The 


clergyman was Pastor Robert Rocourt. 


* * * 


Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics in France now use the same version 
of the Lord's Prayer. Last week Leo Josef Cardinal Suenens of Belgium 
approved the use of the same text for French-speaking Belgian Catholics 
starting after Easter. Belgian Protestants and Orthodox have taken no’ 
action yet, nor have churches in the French-speaking parts of Switzerland. 
pe ier EPS, Geneva. 
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ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT SEEN 

ENTERING NEW PERIOD 

(Geneva) ~ Dr. We A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Ghurches, described the ecumenical movement as entering a new period 
which requires a deepening of efforts seeking Christian unity. 


Concentration, rather than expansion, is now the main task, he told the 
opening session here on February 8 of the annual meeting of the World 
Council's 100-member policy-making Central Committee. 


He said the new period was signalled by the fact that now the main confessional 
familics and churches in all parts of the world have "accepted in principle 
that they have an ecumenical task to fulfil.. 


"Tf our staying together is not to mean to 'stay put! but to 'grow together! 
we will have to intensify our relations, to remove obstacles to full fellow- 
ship, and to take concrete decisions about unity." 


The Dutch-born leader whose annual report to the Committee covered a wide 
range of ecumenical concerns, warned, however, that the new period in ecu- 
menical life is being threatened by divisions of opinion about the results of 
biblical scholarship and the substantial unity of the biblical message. 


"To deny the unity of-the Bible is to deny the necessity of the unity of the 
Church", he declared. "A Bible interpreted as a collection of miscellaneous 
christologies and ecclesiologies can hardly be the foundation of our calling 
to unity. . 


"Our movement .can.only be a dynamic movement toward greater unity if we 
listen together to the one voice which gives us our marching orders." 


In relations with Roman Catholics and other theologians, he said, ."the 
secret force driving us together has been the biblical kerygma that we have 
heard again in a new way on both sides". 


Turning to the WCC's and individual churches! involvement in social and 
political matters, Dr. Visser 't Hooft declared that it is not enough to 
speak out "in general terms about peace and justice... It is their duty in 
critical situations with grave moral: implications to become specific to the 
point of indicating in which: direction the nation or nations should go." 


Church views, he noted, have- been an increasingly important factor in the 
formation of public opinion and in making national decisions about national 
and international issues. 


He mentioned as specific recent cxamples the memorandum of the Evangelical 

Church in Germany (EKID) regarding relations of the German and Polish peoples, 
the statements by Rhodesian and British ehurches regarding the Rhodesia's 

ee ee declaration of independence, and USA churches! statements on 
ictnan. 


Regarding relations with the Roman Catholic Church, the WCC leader said that 
all Christians must "rejoice in the real awareness which it has shown of the 
existence of the wide Christian family. 


"This means that we are now in a situation in which all churches recognise 
the simple truth, neglected for centuries, that all Christian churches bear 
a common responsibility for the total Christian cause." 


While it will take time to work out implications, new previously unsuspected 
possibilities have appeared for consultation and cooperation, 
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In most of the fields in which the World Council operates we now find 
opportunities for fruitful fraternal exchange of convictions and experiencess 
And we have far more common positions to advocate and to defend that we 
ever thought possible. A comparative study of WCC statements with the 
statements of the Vatican Council would reveal a remarkable number. of 
ana.ogies and agreements. . This is especially true in the realm of the 
Witness of the Church on the life of «the world. We need only think of such 
subjects as religious liberty, the Christian attitude to the Jewish people, 
disarmament, the race- problem, or the division of the world in rich and poor 
nations,! 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft concluded: "At the end of the report which I gave in 
1946 to the Geneva meeting of the Provisional Committee of the WCC I said 
that we were tempted to see its future as a large questionmark and to ask 
whether the Council would still exist some twenty years hence. But I added 
that such questioning was to commit the sin of looking at the life of the 
Church as if .there were no Holy Spirit. The twenty years have gone. We 
may say in all humility and gratitude that the Council does not only exist 
but has been and is being used for the divine action that became manifest 

at Pentecoste So we may hope that as long as it is needed, it will continue 
to be an instrument by which the Holy Spirit gathers the scattered children 
of God for their common mission to the world." 


Dr. Visser !t Hooft's report was preceded by one to the Committee from the 
WCC's 14-member Executive Committee outlining highlights in the WCC and 
ecumenical movement since the Executive Committee!s last meeting in July 1965-6 
It was presented by chairman Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, president of 
the Lutheran Church in America, ; 


The Central Committee is holding its first meeting in Geneva (February 8-17) 
at the new Ecumenical Centre which is the headquarters for the World Council 
and several of the international confessional organizations. Greetings 
were brought to the Committee at the first session by officials of the 

Swiss government and churches. 


The meeting theme is "The Ecumenical Way and the Specific’ Role of the World 
Council of Churches". The Committee represents the WCOC!s 214 full member 
and eight "associate member" churches of the’ Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, 


‘and Old Catholic communions around the world, HPS, Genevae 
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WCC-RC COOPERATION ASKED IN 
EMERGENCY, DEVELOPMENT AID 


(Geneva) - Under the joint chairmanship of the Most Rev. Campbell MacInnes, 
Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem, and of Msgr. Jean Rodhain, France, presi- 
dent of Caritas Internationalis, a small group of 30 representatives and 
staff consultants of the Roman Catholic Church and of the World Council of 
Churches has met at the Ecumenical Centre here for three days of discussion 
‘of the possibility of closer Christian conpere ton in emergency and develop- 
ment aid throughout the world. 


Attention was given particularly to the possibilities of cooperation and 
common action in the fields of mutual information, joint consultation and. 
planning, theological research, simultaneous appeals, and common response 
to the appeals of others, representation to governmental and intergovern- 
mental agencies, and collaboration in actual operation. 


Special emphasis was given to the need for continuing already existing co- 
operation, for instance in aid to the victims of the Vietnam crisis, and to 
extend it to other areas of need. 


‘This meeting grew out of the concern expressed by the Joint Working Group 
("Committee of 14") set up last year by the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches that some specialists in the practical field>of 
Christian charity and service examine together whether common action in 
these matters could be widened. 


The report of this meeting will be presented to the next meeting of the 
"Committee of 14" with an expression of conviction that it would be fruitful 
to hold similar meetings in the future to continue the study of questions of 
emergency and development aid and similar issues. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANTS, ROMAN CATHOLICS, ORTHODOX IN USA 
HOLD FIRST FORMAL TOP-LEVEL EET ING 


(Baltimore, Md.) - Top officials of the Roman Catholic Church and the Natio- 
nal Council of Churches in the USA ended a one-day meeting here with the 
announcement that they would work together to promote "grass roots" ecumenism 
.among all U.S. Christians. 


The meeting was the first held on an official level between members of the U.S. 
Catholic Bishops! Commission for Ecumenical Affairs and leaders of the NCC. 


Although no further meetings were scheduled, it was announced that both groups 
plan to establish joint committees, perhaps by the end of February, to con- 


sider "all matters which affect the Christian community, and especially 
Christian unity". 


Presiding over the sessions were Bishop John J. Carberry of Columbus, Ohio, 
chairman of the Catholic Bishops! Ecumenical Commission, and Dr. Norman J. 
Baugher of Elgin, I1ll., chief executive officer of the Church of the Brethren 
and a vice-president of the National Council of Churches. 


At a press conference later, Bishop Carberry, Dr. Baugher and other partici- 
pants were in agreement that the meeting had represented a "tremendous step | 
forward in Protestant-Orthodox-Catholic understanding in the country". 2 


Dr. Baugher commented that the event brought Protestant-—Orthodox-Catholic 
relations to the same point that Protestants and Orthodox reached some 15 
years ago. EPS, Geneva 
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2,500 CLERGYMEN ENDORSE 
"CONSCIENCE ON VIETNAM" 


.(New York) - Some 2,500 Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish clergymen have 
endorsed the new i edetional Aon eis of Conscience on Vietnam", accord- 
ing to a spokesman for the sponsoring group, the interreligious baorrie 
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR). 


Mr. Alfred peng FOR executive secretary, said signatures were being added 
to the new group's Sparyeery at the rate of about 200 a day. 


The committee's statement wals presented to the public in a two-page advertise- 


ment in the New York Times on January 23. The declaration — "They Are Our 
Brothers Whom We Kill!" - carried the names of nearly 1,000 clergymen from 


across the country. 
% x ¥ 


Leaders of another newly-organised group - the National Emergency Committee 

of Clergy Concerned About Vietnam (CCAV) ~ issued a statement here which 
deplores the resumption of U.S. bombing of North Vietnam but also welcomed 
: placement of the Asian conflict before the United Nations, 


The Rev. William Sloan Coffin, In. Protestant. chaplain at Yale and executive 
secretary of the national CCAV, and another leader of the group, Dr. John C. 
Bennett, president of New York's Union Theological Seminary, issued the 
statement. 


"While-we are shocked at the intransigence of the Hanoi government", it said, 
"we are unpersuaded that our own government has exhausted every possibility 
for peace. After more than five years of hatred, suspicion, and bitter 
fighting 37 days of efforts to find peaceful solutions were not enough. 


"Furthermore, our continued refusal to grant the National Liberation Front a 
seat of its own at the conference table, our continued fighting and our own 
troop build-up - which during the peace offensive more than matched the infil- 
tratton from the North - all ... were not conducive to a negotiated settle- 
ment of the war." ; “EPS, Geneva. 


GERMAN PROTESTANT-CATHOLIC APPEAL 
URGES AID TO VIETNAMESE 


(Berlin) - Protestant and Roman Catholic authorities in Germany issued a 
joint appeal here for funds for the support of relief programmes conducted 
by international religious agencies for victims of the Vietnam conflict. — 


The appeal was signed by Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID); Julian Cardinal Doepfner, Archbishop 
of Munich and Freising; Theodor Schober, president of the EKID's division 

of diaconal work; and Msgr. Albert Stehlin, president of the German Catholic 
Caritas. . Aa 


"Within the framework of the worldwide appeals of the World Council of Churches 
and the International (Catholic) Caritas", it said, "we appeal jointly for _ 
help to Vietnam which is rendered in North and. South regardless of con- 


fession and RORY, and only according to the requirements of need". $8 
EPS, Geneva. - 
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U.S. METHODISTS URGE p 
STUDY OF CHINA RELATIONS 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - The Board of Missions of The Methodist Church (USA), 
the largest agency of the 10,304,000-member denomination, has urged President 
Johnson to establish a commission of private citizens to study and review 
U.S. policy in relation to the People's Republic of China. 


"The possibilities of military conflict between the United States and the 
People's Republic of China", said a Board resolution, "seem so serious at this 
time that we must use all means that might possibly hold hope of improving 
relationships". 


However, it cautioned, "the autonomy of the Republic of China’ in Taiwan must 
be fully recognised". 


In another resolution adopted on China the Board urged the U.S. government to. 
give careful study to establishing communication with China by permitting: 
free travel between the USA and China; sale of food and other non-strategic 
items to China through commercial channels; cultural and student exchanges 

as possibilities may arise; international negotiations regarding disarmament, 
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, a complete nuclear test ban and other 
such issues; and technical collaboration, such as exchange of information 

on food production, population control, irrigation and water development. 


A third resolution called upon leaders of The Methodist Church and the 
National Council of Churches to "continue to explore all possible means of 
‘establishing contacts between Christians from the United States and from the 
People's Republic of China". 


In another action the Board named the Rev.» Dr. Js Harry Haines, an executive 
of the Methodist Board of Missions, as general secretary of the Methodist 
Committee for Overseas Relief (MCOR), effective April l. He will succeed 
the Rev. Gaither P, Warfield, who retires this Spring after 20 years on the 
staff, Dr. Haines was for three years (1962-65) secretary for Asia of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World Council 
of Churches with headquarters in Geneva. ' EPS, Geneva. 


INDONESIAN BIBLE PRINTING 
PLANT OPENS 


(Djakarta) - The Bible printing plant of the Indonesian Bible Society will. 
be officially opened on February 9, the 12th anniversary of the IBS as a 
national society. For the opening ceremony, a special edition is being 
printed of the Epistle to the Philippines in a new translation into modern 
Indonesians 


As a rule, Bible societies do not have their own printing presses. The 
Indonesian plant was made necessary because of the ban on the import of books 
in Indonesian languages. The existing presses of the country were con- 


sequently so busy that it was impossible to guarantee sufficient Scriptures 
for Indonesian Christians. 


The Bible Society printing plant is at present gaining experience by printing 
pertions:-and New Testaments, It is planned that production of whole Bibles 
will begin in 1968, and that by 1970 a total of 100,000 Bibles will be 
produced a year. EPS, Geneva. 
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A.M.eE. CHURCH JOINS ~~ e 
UNION CONSULTATION IN USA 


(Richmond, Va.) - The African Methodist Episcopal Church, a Negro denomina- 
tion with some 1,250,000 members, has become the seventh full participating . 
member of the Consul te tion on Church Union, it was announced here. 


Episcopal Bishop Robert F. Gibson, Jr., of Richmond, chairman of the Con- 
sultation's Executive Committee, said the AMB church will formally start its 
relationship with the other denominations by taking part in executive 
committee sessions March 18 at Virginia Theological Seminary at Alexandria. 


The next full session of the Consultation is scheduled May 2-5 at Dallas, 
Texase . In addition to the new member denomination, others: participating 
are the United Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopal, and Evangelical United 
Brethren churches, the. Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), and the 
United Church of Christ. 


* * * 


Leaders of the American Baptist Yonvention have voted not to join the 
Consultation on» Church Union as a full participant, but agreed to continue 
contacts with the six-denominational group through observer consultants. 


Voting 37-2, the ABC's General Council endorsed a recommendation from an 
eight-member committee to stay out of the Consultation as a full party ee 
the talks. 


Several speakers arguing against full participation, declared that a wide-— 
spread denominational education programme on relations with other churches 
was necessary before union talks could be considered. 


Fears also were expressed that many of the approximately 6,200 locally 
/ independent churches would break ae Tere with the Gonveition ows aay joined 
the Consultation. 


In continuing its present relationship to the Consultation, the Cannone 
declared its intent "to pursue with greater vigour our interest in a greater 
measure of cooperation with other Christians, both those of faith and order 
like our own end those of differing traditions". EPS, Geneva. 


WCC OFFICIAL ASKS DELAY OF 
ELEVATION TO BPISCOPACY 


(Geneva) —- The Rev. Paul Verghese, an associate general secrétary of the 
World Council of Churches, said here that he has requested authorities of 
the Syrian Orthodox Church of India to delay his consecration as bishop of 
the church "for some time to come, since I feel that I could be more useful 
as a simple priest in our church". 


Father Paul was elected to the episcopacy along with four others by delegates 
to a recent meeting of the church's Christian Association. 


Father Paul, who has:held the WCC post since 1962, noted that his present 
term with the World Council does not expire. until. May, 1967. © He said he 
hoped he could begin work again in India about August, 1967, "in some 

humble corner of our church". EPS, Geneva. 
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FATHER KUENG URGES REVISION 
OF MIXED MARRIAGE RULES 


(Hamburg) - The Roman Catholic theologian Father Hans Kueng has suggested 
that the Catholic Church recognise the validity of mixed marriages in non- 
Roman Catholic churches and that it give parents full freedom to determine 
the religious training of their children. 


The German scholar commenting on mixed marriages in an interview with the 
German news magazine, Der Spiegel, said the Roman Catholic Church can solve 
the problems regarding mixed marriages by taking three steps: 1. excommuni- 
cations levelled against Catholics who marry outgide the Roman Catholic 
Church, even those married in civil ceremonies, should be revokeds 2, marriage 
in non-Roman Catholic churches should be recognised as valid; 3. the 
question of baptism and training for children born of a mixed marriage should 
be left entirely to the parents. ; 


Regarding birth control, he said the church, after laying down general 
principles on the morality of birth control, should give experts on the 
subject freedom to determine the morality of methods. 


Father Kueng alse said Roman Catholic decrees of excommunication against 
Martin Luther should be lifted, just as they were last year for the 1054 
excommunication of Orthodox Patriarch Michael Cerularius of Constantinople, 
since the theological differences that separate Catholics and Lutherans today 
are no greater than those that divide Catholics and Orthodox, He said the 
excommunication was partly the fault of the Roman Catholic Church because 
Catholic theologians in the 16th century misunderstood what Luther was 
teaching. EPS, Geneva. 


ANGLICAN SCHOOL REFUSES 
TO ADMIT AFRICAN BOY 


(Capetown) - A Negro churchwarden, Mr. J. S. Thomas, failed again here in an 
attempt to have one of his three children accepted at an Anglican school. 


His last try came less than two months after the Synod of the Anglican arch— 
diocese of Capetown unanimously approved a resolution calling on all Anglican 
schools in South Africa not to exclude non-white pupils for racial reasons. 


Mr. Thomas, who is himself a schoolmaster, sought to have his son, Neil, 
enrolled at St. George's grammar school for boys. However, the majority 

of the school council rejected his application on the grounds that funds for 
the school came from white parents and that to admit the boy would be contrary 
to community customs and the trend of legislation in racial matters. 


Mr. Thomas previously had sought unsuccessfully to have two of his daughters 
enrolled in an all-white Anglican. school. EPS, Geneva. 


PROTESTANTS, CATHOLICS IN JAPAN 
INCREASE COOPERATION, ARTICLE REPORTS 


(Toyohashi, Japan) - An American Protestant missionary here has reported, in 


an article published in the Japan Christian Yearbook for 1965, that Protes= 
tants and Roman Catholics in Japan are finding new ways for dialogue and 
cooperation, 


"Undoubtedly this is a result of the Vatican Council", the Rev. W. D. Morriss 
of Memphis, Tenn. wrote. "However, the enthusiasm with which it has been 
carried out would leave the impression that the desire for fellowship and 
cooperation has been in that church (Roman Catholic) in Japan for some time, j 


and that the Vatican Council has only provided a means by which it can’ be 


" ) ; 
expressed. HPS) Gene vaw ae 
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LUSAKA INVITATION BY 
ARCHBISHOPS 


(Lusaka ) -~ Twenty European residents in dambia, including two Amoi ahooed 
have invited Europeans in Rhodesia to "visit us in zambia to see for them-: 
selves how we rele ate to one another in this inter-racial society". 


The invitation "to our brothers in Rhodesia" was made to demonstrate that 
conditions for Europeans need not deteriorate under African rule. It was 
contained ina letter, signed by the Europeans, published in two leading 
Zambian newspapers. | 


Among those who signed the letter were the Most Rev. Adam Kozloweicki, the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Lusaka, and the Most Rev. F. 0. Greeri—Wilkinson, 
the Anglican Archbishop of Central Africa. EPS, Geneva. 


SOUTHERN. PRESBYTERIAN-—REFORMED 
UNION PROGRESS IS REPORTED 


(Louisville, ne ) —- Union negotiations between the. Presbyterian Church in. 
the U.S. (Southern) and the Reformed Church in America have moved from the 
"courtship" to the "pencil and paper stage", a leader of a joint union 
committee declared here. 


Judge John A. Fulton, of Louisville, Southern Presbyterian co-chairman of the 
two denominations! Joint Committee of Twenty-four, made that comment during a 
three-day session attended by 120 pastors, laymen, and denominational 
executives who.served as consultants at the meeting. 


He said the actual writing of a Plan of Union will.begin immediately. The 
talks here covered policy, theology, liturgy and witness, and structure. 
EPS, Geneva. 


NEW GROUP TO AID 
ARABS IN ISRAEL 


(Nuremberg) = A néw organisation to aid Arabs in Israel has been formed here 
as the result of a union between the German Nazareth Organization, the 
Austrian Mission Council, and the Swiss Friends of Arabs’ in Israel. Two 
representatives of the Mission Association of Finland attended the first 
meeting and’ that agency is expected to join the organization soon. 


The agency, to be called "Protestant Service to Arabs in Israel’, plans to 
finance. support.of an Austrian pastor in Israel, and open.a vocational 
training home, among other projects. It also will undertake a programme. to 
help Arab: workers and students from Israel living in Europe. EPS, Genevas 


SWISS R.O's, “PROTESTANTS 
PLAN OFFICIAL DIALOGUE 


(Berne) - The Council of the Swiss Protestant Federation and the Swiss 

Roman Catholic hierarchy have each appointed a commission to promote official 
dialogue between their churches. Each is composed of seven theologians and 
one layman. — 


An announcement said the commissions were established to eliminate misunder- 
standings and reduce any causes of ill feeling, rather than to enter into 
negotiations concerning actual union. Another stated aim is to achieve 
common Christian attitudes on community problems. EPS, Geneva. 
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IN BRIEF 

Ecclesia, the only publication in Spain free of government censorship, has 
just marked its 25th anniversary. The magazine is an official weckly 
publication of Spain's Catholic Action organization. Its readership is 
not large. It devotes about half of its printed space to papal speeches 
and other church documents issued in Spain and in other countries. But 
Eoclesia's influence is great, and it is read by persons who seek informa- 
tion about daily events as well as church news. The reason why Ecclesia 


is exempt from censorship is that the Spanish Concordat stipulates that the 
Roman Catholic Church must have at least one channel through which she can 

communicate directly with the Spanish faithful without interference on the 

part of the state. 


* * * 


The Rev. Christofer Klasson, a former pastor of the (Lutheran) Church of 
Sweden has become a priest of the Orthodox Church. Until the end of 1965 
he was minister of the rural parish of Lanna in the Diocese of Strdngnids. 

He was ordained to the Orthodox priesthood in early January by Metropolitan 
Athenagoras of Thyateira, who is the Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarch for 
Western Europe. Pastor Klasson is not the first young clergyman who. has 
left the Swedish church in recent times, but his ten predecessors turned 

to Roman Catholicism and usually became teachers. .He is believed to be the 
first Orthodox priest of Swedish origin, 


* * * 


Christians in Lebanon observed the 100th anniversary of the translation of 
the Bible into Arabic with an exhibition of Christian literature at the 
American University of Beirut. The observance was sponsored by Lebanon's 
President Charles Helou, and the exhibition was officially opened by the 
Minister of the Interior. The Bible translation being commemorated, 
though not the first translation of the Scriptures into Arabic, is con- 
sidered more accurate and idiomatic than earlier translations. 


* * * 


_Clergymen and members of the seven Christian churches which will participate 
in the 1967 World's Fair in Montreal, Canada, held an ecumenical service to 
pray for the exhibit's success. The service in an Anglican church in 
Montreal was attended by representatives of the Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
United, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Baptist, and Eastern Orthodox Churches. 


* CAF * 


Up to $50,000 of the Baster offering receipts in Presbyterian U.S.(Southern) 
churches this year will be earmarked for-a new "Good Samaritan" programme to 
provide discretionary funds for the church!s overseas missionaries. Small 
sums of up to $100 will be provided for missionaries to dispense in meeting 
needs of individuals who cannot be aided adequately through normal mission 
programmes. 


* * * 


A member of the Northern Ireland government said in Belfast that his party 
welcomes Roman Catholic support. The statement by Yevelopment Minister | 
William Craig is considered significant since Roman Catholics in the past 
have not been admitted to the Unionist party and there has never been a 
Roman Catnolic in a Northern Ireland Cabinet. 


TT ee aa 
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A goal of $17,921,000 has been set this year for the annual "One Great Hour 
of Sharing" appeal among USA Protestant and Orthodox churches to support 
overseas denominational and interdenominational relief and rehabilitation 
programmes. Observed each year during the week following the fourth Sunday 
in Lent (March 20 this year) the campaign seeks $823,255 more than the goal 
last year. The appeal is sponsored by Church World Service, a unit of the 
National Council of Churches, 


Te Oe 


Roman Catholic observers will henceforth attend meetings of the Danish Ecu- 
menical Council, as a result of negotiations between Lutheran Bishop Willy 
Westergard Madsen and Roman Catholic Bishop Hans Martensen. Two observers 
will be assigned to future meetings as the result of a formal invitation 
issued in January. 


ah eh be Hiee 


For the first time a Negro minister has been named moderator of the North- 
east Texas Presbytery, which includes 83 congregations of the Presbyterian 
Church in the US (Southern). He is Dr. Charles Hunter, pastor of Hope 
Presbyterian church, a Negro congregation, and sociology professor at Bishop 
College, both in Dallas. 


Foe te 


The Westminster Archdiocese of the Roman Catholic Church plans to set up an 

ecumenical centre in London to train clergy and laity in ecumenical work and 
to establish dialogue with the Anglican, Orthodox, and Protestant churches. 

It will open March 1. ; 


7 ee AN 


The Mennonite Central Committee has distributed Bibles to all the elementary 
schools in Macedonia, Northern Greece. This project was suggested by the 
local priest and carried out with his help and the cooperation of the local 
inspector of schools. 


aves ara ee 


The Archbishop of Canterbury has awarded the Cross of the Order of St. 
Augustine of Canterbury to Lady Surma d'Mar Shimun, aunt of the present 
Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the Hast, and a professed nun of that 
church, in recognition of her many years of service in fostering closer 
relations between her own church and the Church of England. 


Re ee 


Plans have been made to provide Helsinki's new and growing suburbs with low- 
cost temporary chapels which can be dismantled and used elsewhere once per- 
manent church buildings have been built for them, 


Fee ene 


Roman Catholic Bishop Jan van Dodewaard of Haarlem, The Netherlands, has 
announced plans to consult with Protestant church leaders in his diocese in 
preparation for a diocesan council of renewal later this year. 


Fe, ae 


Professor Wolfgang Sucker, president of the Church of HessenmNassau, has sug- 
gested Germany's three Protestant churches - Lutheran, Reformed, and United - 
should form a "Protestant Council" for the purpose of discussing points in 
common and differences. Ultimate goal of such a Council, he told a meeting 
in Goslar, should be the joint celebration of Communion. EPS, Geneva 
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_ DRe EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 
ELECTED WCC GENERAL SECRETARY Y 


(Geneva) - Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, 59, stated clerk (chief executive) of 
the United Presbyterian Church in the USA is the new general secretary of 


the World Council of Churches. 


His election by an "overwhelming majority" came today (Friday, February 11) 
in a closed session of the WCC's 100-member policy-making Central Committee 
which is holding its annual meeting here (February 8-17). 


He succeeds Dutch-born Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, 65, who has held the gh 
staff position since the WCC's formation in 1948. 


His appointment is effective December 1, and runs until the WCC's next 
Assembly scheduled in July, 1968. (The WCC general secretary's term of | 
appointment never goes beyond the meeting of the next Assembly, at which 
time, according to WCC practice, the appointment is renewed by the new 
Central Committee elected by the Assembly.) 


Dr. Blake's election was announced by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York;..”. 
Committee chairman, who described him as "an able churchman, a man oe ereat 
vigour and personality, and a skilled administrator". 


No announcement of Dr. Blake's nomination by a special 18-member committee 
appointed. at- the Central-Committee!s. last meeting held.in January,.1965, in 
Enugu, Nigeria, had been made in advance. . However, it had been widely 
rumoured that he: was chief. candidate. 


Anglican Bishop John Sadiq, of Nagpur, India, chairman of the special 
nominating. committee, told a press conference. later that Dr. Blake was the 
unanimous recommendation of that committee. 


In his acceptance speech-Dr.- Blake said he. accepted the election asp "a call 
from God".- -He described the World Council as "the most important instrument 
so far formed": by the ecumenical. movement and pledged his efforts to paling 
it more fully an instrument of that movement. 


He said he. would gauge the weC's success in coming years, "not primarily 
by organizational standards such as size, efficiency, or stability, but 
rather by the extent, to which under its auspices the truly inspired and 
theologically able frontier leaders of all’ our’ churches are encouraged and 
enabled to know each other and to assist the churches to become visibly the 
Church of Jesus Christ, witnessing faithfully and effectively to Him in and 
for the world", 


Dr« Blake also- announced - that: He dreanasa i ne use of the. "nowers and 
services" of: retiring general secretary Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft. ~He said 
that he intended "to propose formally to the Executive Committee some con- 
tinuing relationship: to the World Council of Churches agreeable to Dr. Visser 
't Hooft and- suitable not only to his personal distinction but also to his 


position as retired ae secretary". This announcement was greeted with 
long applause.- Rs, ae 


In a press conference following, Dr. Blake emphasised the necessity for the: 
World Council to deepen and concentrate its efforts seeking Christian unity. 
He said that the movement needed to be "more a community of faith and theo-= 
logical conviction than we now are", However, he stressed this did not mean 
the WCC was no longer concerned for the churches outside its membership and 
said it had a missionary task in relation to these. 


* % x 
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Dr. Blake as the chief executive of his own church and former president 
(1954-57) of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, is 
one of Americati Protestantism's leading statesmen and among its most 
effective spokesmen for'the cause of Christian unity. 


Dr. Blake has also given active leadership for many years to the -:nter- 
national ecumenical movement. He has served as a member of both the 
Executive and Central Committees of the World Council of Churches since 
1954, and since 1961 as chairman of the WCC's Division of Inter-—Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service. From 1954 to 1961 he was chairman of the WCC's 
Finance Committee. 


In the United States his proposal for church union made in 1960 (co-authored 
by Protestant Bishop James Pike of San Francisco) has developed into’ the 
Consultation on Church Union, now involving seven major USA churches. 


Dr. Blake has also gained prominence both in the USA and abroad for his 
ardent advocacy of the civil rights movement, particularly through his 
chairmanship of the National Council of Churches! Commission on Religion 
and Race. He also serves as a member of President Johnson's National 
Advisory Council of the "war on poverty". EPS, Geneva. 


R.C. STATEMENT ON 
BLAKE ELECTION 


(Geneva) - The two Roman Catholic observers to the Central Committee sessions, 


Father Jérome Hamer and Father John Long, in answering questions from journ- 


alists, replied they are greatly pleased with the announcement by the Central 
Committee that it has chosed Dr. Eugene Carson Blake to succeed Dr. W. A. 


Visser 't Hooft in the office of general secretary. 


“Dr. Blake is universally esteemed in ecumenical circles", they commented. 


"He certainly will have our prayers as he assumes the task of continuing and 
developing the work of Dr. Visser 't Hooft, aman who had such a decisive 
role in the preparation, foundation, and progress of the WCC. We Roman 
Catholics are also confident that with Dr. Blake we will continue to share 
that same spirit of loyalty, frankness, and understanding which characterised 
our relations with Dr. Visser 't Hooft." - EPS, Geneva. 


wec/RC's TO SYNCHRONISE AID EFFORTS; 
wcC ASKS $3,000,000 FOR INDIA 


(Geneva) - Authority for the World Council of Churches to synchronise its 
relief programmes with those of the Roman Catholic Church for famine victims 
in India and Africa was given today (Thursday, February 10) by the policy 
Making Central Committee in annual session here. 


In a related action in the same session, taken in cooperation with Roman 
Catholic authorities, the WCC appealed to its members for $3,000,000 to 
support a three-year programme for aid and rehabilitation for Indian famine 
victims, and $50,000 for victims of famine in Southern, Central, and East | 
Africa. 


The Central Committee appeal was made within the context of an appeal for 
India issued the next day by the United: Nations Food and kha ethyek 
Organization from its Rome headquarters. 


The unanimously approved decision to synchronise efforts with the Roman 
Catholic Church is regarded as a historic step which opens the way’ oe 
further aint aid efforts in such areas as Vietnam. : 


+ 


> 
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The five-point recommendation submitted to the Committee by the wec ls 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service was developed in 

a joint meeting of some 30 representatives and staff consultants of the 
Roman Catholic Church and WCC member churches held here ca®licr.(EPS No. 4). 


Adopted unanimously by the Central Committee, the recommendation is as 
follows: 


le To urge the appropriate agencies of the Roman Catholic Church and of 
the member churches of the WCC to plan synchronised efforts within their 
nations on behalf of the victims of famine in India and Africa; 


2. To urge them to feature in their appeals not only the needs for immed— 
iate relief for programmes of rehabilitation, but also for projects which will 
serve to prevent the recurrence of such disasters; 


a To urge the churches and their agencies in the area of need to consult’ 
together, to.plan together, and to take common action as far as is possible 
and desirable in their service to the needy in order that there shall be a 
manifestation of the concern and care of the whole Christian community for 
those who are suffering; 


4. To urge those responsible in the Roman Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches for this work at the international level to keep in the 
closest touch with each other in order to provide the maximum and continuing 
co-ordination possible for this Christian action; and 


5» To urge the Roman Catholic agencies and the agencies of the churches of 
the WCC to act in partnership in their collaboration with governmental and . 
intergovernmental agencies who are involved in dealing with this emergency. 

“ 4 
: also 
The WCC appeal for India/asked agencies of its member churches to send all the 
food they can, particularly rice and dried milk, to that country, while press~ © 
ing their governments to send maximum help to India, both with food and 
technical assistance. 


The Committee heard a report that the: present famine is the worst that India 
has faced for a century and is reckoned to affect already 100 million people. 
About 12 million people are in desperate plight, according to Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi, India's Prime Minister. 


Feeding programmes are being operated at present for half a million people 

by the Relief Committee of the National Christian Council of India, which 

has 3,500 distribution centres. With help from member churches of the World 
Council action has already been taken to expand these centres to feed | 
700,000 persons, It is hoped to set up new distribution centres under local ~) 


leadership in famine areas to provide food for a further 300,000 needy personse 


In this way the present churches! programme for relieving the hungry would 
be doubled, reaching a total of at least one million people. 


Besides rice and dried milk, vitamins and multi-purpose food are being sought - 
for the feeding centres. Offers of substantial amounts of dried milk have 
already been made by church organizations in the Netherlands. 


The WCC's Division of Inter—Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service’is working | 
out a three-year programme for attacking the root causes of hunger in India. : 
It is to finance this that the appeal for $3,000,000 is being made. 


Under this programme more than 200 wells will be dug to increase water re~ 
sources for irrigation and the growing of crops. This may call for the 
importing of large well-digging rigs. Tractors, bull-—dozers, and other 
heavy equipment will also be needed to reclaim large areas of land for 
agricultural development. EPS, Geneva... 
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WCC OBSERVER SEES VATICAN IIL 
AS ONLY A BEGINNING 


(Geneva) —- The Second Vatican Council should be seen more as the beginning 
of a new era in the life of the Church, and particularly Roman Catholicism,,. 
than as an event that is now over, the World Council of Churches Central 
Committee heard here. 


Dr. Lukas fischer, who has served as a WCC delegate observer at all four 
sessions of the Council, reported at the Committee's annual meeting today 
(Friday, February 11) that, in range, the official documents produced by 
Vatican II "far exceed anything ever achieved by any ecumenical council of 
the early Church or by any of the larger Roman Catholic councils. 


"But the fact that the Council is not yet finished is related precisely 

to this fact", he said. "Tn several cases, many more questions were raised 
than were really answered. The text presents the problems; they require 
further interpretation. !! 


Dr. Vischer, a Swiss Reformed theologian who is research secretary in the 
World Council's Department of Faith and Order, stressed that since the 
Council "was primarily a confrontation of the Catholic Church with itself", 
the impulses radiating from Vatican II "are only partially expressed in the 
texts", 


He reasoned that the Council's outcome can become visible only in "the 
reciprocal action between the directives set up by (it) and ‘the life of the 
Roman Catholic Church as set in motion by the event of the Council", 


Pointing out further that the goal of Vatican II - "at least from the first 
session - was "to start a movement" of renewal, he went ons 


"Old forms were to be put aside. The doctrine was «+. to be presented in 

@& new way «ee appropriate to the modern world... New organisational structures 

were to be found. The dialogue with the non-Roman churches for the re- 

establishment of unity was to be begun, and at the same time the gates were 

to be opened for new ways to deal with the problems of a rapidly changing 
world," ets! 


Dr. Vischer called this "a programme which from the beginning exceeded the 
strength of the Council and, in any case, could not be carried out in the 
relatively short span of three years", and posed this questions 


"Ts it not inherent in this programme that the Roman Catholic Church must | 
stay in motion? Does it not absolutely exclude ever returning to a situation 
in which doctrine and organization seem to be more or less absolutely fixed?" » 


He also drew attention to the different character of the pronouncements of 
Vatican II when compared with those of the Council of Trent and other 
previous councils, 


"In contrast to earlier councils, this Council issued neither solemn dogmas * 
nor the parallel condemnations", the Swiss theologian noted, "Although ~ 
coming to certain formulations was unavoidable, the effort to give the texts 
the character of a certain temporariness was nevertheless unmistakeable." 


Dr. Vischer was one of the two WCC observers who presented reports to the 
Central Committee here on Vatican Ii, The other was Professor Nikos 
Missiotis, associate director of the WCC's NHcumenical Institute, near here, 
and a layman of the Greek Orthodox Church. 


x * * 
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In his report Dr. Nissiotis called upon all Christian traditions to 
"proceed to a serious introspective examination, criticising frankly and 
openly those positions which are still an obstacle to the churches" as they 
grow into a common fellowship. 


"A111 criticism against certain positions must be accompanied by a sincere 
self-criticism of our own unilateral, conservative or radical positions", he 
said. 


"The great majority of the bishops in the Vatican Council showed this spirit 
of self-criticism in their deliberations", he pointed out, urging that "in 
the light of this self-criticism...each one of us must proceed to a serious 
introspective examination", 


His report concentrated on the Council's theology of Divine Revelation, its 
vision of the modern world, and its ecumenical dimension. He. 

ascribed to the Dogmatic Constitution on Revelation "particular impor- 
tance because it deals with the delicate subject of Scripture and Tradition, 
which is a very controversial issue and one that causedthe separation of the 
Church, especially in the West’. 


Any progress on this question, Professor Nissiotis said, "could open new 
ways of theological agreement and co-operation between all separated church 
traditions". 


He saw in the document manifestation of "the desire to overcome the tradit— 
ional separation between Bible and tradition as two distinct sources of 
revelation" and an attempt "to remedy this by introducing a unity between 
them". 


On the other hand, he criticised the references in this text to a third 
authority, known as the Magisterium. 


of the Church whose authority'is exercised in the name of Jesus Christ" in 
the understanding that "sacred tradition, sacred Scripture, and the teaching 
authority of the Church... are so linked together that one cannot stand with- 
out the others". . 


This, he said, strengthened his earlier impression that the Council's 
theology concerning the Church was weak in its appreciation of the role 
of the Third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. 


"Mention of the Third Person of the Trinity in the Constitution on Revel- 
ation seems to be merely nominal rather than truly trinitarian", he declared, 
adding his view that "this problem is of very vital importance for today's. 
‘ecumenical theological discussion". 


With respect to the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World,. 
the Greek theologian hailed its consideration and approval as a significant 
start for the "very important and necessary debate" on this subject which © 
the whole Church will need to carry on in the years ahead. : 


In this document, he said, the Church of Rome "provides a good example to 
other churches - and especially to the Eastern Orthodox one = of a sincere 
care on the part of the Church to serve and help the modern man in his 
human condition", 


He noted, however, that it presented a-view of the world that "is inclined 
to emphasise the idealistic side and often creates the impression of a church 
paternalism by a kind of overstressed certainty that the Church possesses all 
the solutions to human relations". 


In t is connection, he argued that "problems such as birth control — which 
won such publicity - cannot be properly decided upon by the Church on 


general principles, announced publicly as inflexible ‘law", EPS, Geneva. a 


| 
r 
’ 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
PONDERS ITS ECUMENICAL ROLE 


(Geneva) - Two sessions of the Raeet Committoe of the World Council of 
Churches which is mecting here were devoted today (Wednesday, February 9) 
to a consideration of the role of the Council in fostering the ecumenical 
movement. 


The Gommittee had before it a staff working paper which pointed to the 
progress made so far in moving towards the goal of Christian union and to 
the changed situation brought about by the Second Vatican Council. 


But the paper also pointed to obstacles in the ecumenical way. "We cannot 
say", it stated, "that sufficient endeavours have been.made 

to arrive at church unions between churches belonging to different confessional 
families. Nor have we made sufficient progress with regard to the question =. 
of full sacranental communion between the churches in the ecumenical movement 
and the mutual A Se of the churches as churches in the true and full 
sense@.s 


"There remain teaccbant differences between the churches as to the essential 
requirements for unity. Our goal must remain nothing less than unity in 
truth and in renewal of life, which according to the New Testament, is God's 
will for His people." 


The paper suggested that church members must be better prepared for a wider 
and deeper unity. There needed to be a deeper realisation of the human 
needs of man. Conversation between the churches should be intensified and 
it should be made clear that the World Council. does not stand for a merely 
external unity, mor does it believe in imposing uniformity. | 


Four papers commenting on the staff working paper were submitted by invited 
speakers of different backgrounds. Dr. John Coventry Smith, Presbyterian, 
USA, pointed to the emergence of a world community and thought that this 
also indicated "God's design for humanity". : 


He thought that the working paper was too much a Western docunent and said 
that they were seeing a new dimension emerging in, the churches! concern for 
peace. 


"Christians in one country are being compelled to listen to what Christians 
in other countries are saying about international affairs in which all are 
involved", Dr. Smith said. "The time has come when none of ‘us in a single 
country will know what it is God would have us say to our own nation until 
we have listened to what the rest of the Body of Christ is saying to us. 
Only in this way will we escape from the modern tribalism that betrays the 
ecumenical way." 


Mr. Korula Jacob of the Church of South India thought that the commitment of 
the churches to the ecumenical way did not find adequate expression at 
national and local levels. He called for an intensive and widespread 
ecumenical education which would reach out to the members of the various 
churches. The WCC. should involve in its work many more individuals from the 
different churches. + . 
Bishop HanrisLilje, Hannover, Germany, said that the ecumenical way could 

not and ought not to be an organisational emphasis in the first instance. 

The ecumenical way ought to have its direct roots in the universality and 
ecumenicity of the Gospel. 
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Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy of the Russian Orthodox Church said that one 
ecumenical epoch was ending and another beginning. If the movement was to 
make further progress, a clarification of the nature of the unity they sought 
was necessary. He argued that a biblical theology could not be the basis 
for their unity because there was no common con snsus in their understanding 
and interpretation of the Holy Scriptures. 


In the general discussion that followed, the Rev. Frank G. Engel, Australia, 
said that the world was growing younger every moment because of the populat— 
ion explosion. There was danger of having an old WCC in a young world. 
Young people thought that Christian unity was no longer a battle-cry but a 
hobby of an old generation. 


Professor H. Berkhof, the Netherlands, was afraid that the ecumenical moves. 
ment might be slowing down. He thought that many people were tired of 
ecclesiastical and ecumenical action and were forming their own private 
study groups in which church boundaries were being broken. He describes 
these groups as a "growing anonymous ecumenical movement". These had to be 
geared into what those in the World Council were working for. 


After contributions from speakers representing many churches and countries, 
the Central Committee referred the working paper and all the comments to a 
policy reference committee to report back at a later session on what action 
it recommended should be taken. ; EPS, Geneva. 


ECUMENICAL PIONEER COMMEMORATED 
AT WORLD COUNCIL HEADQUARTERS 


(Geneva) - A bronze memorial plaque commemorating Archbishop Nathan Soderblom 
of the Church of Sweden was unveiled at the Ecumenical Centre here today 
(Friday, February 11) during a meeting of the Central Committee of the sees 
Council of Churches. 


Archbishop Soderblom was peso ripet: by Drs Prankiin Ulark ate chairman of 
the Central Committee as. "a herald of the ecumenical.dawn". 


He was the man who, in 1919, made the first definite proposal to create an 
"eoumenical council" and he was the host and convenor of the Universal ' 
Christian Conference on. Life and Work held at Stockholm in LoS He was 
also one of the leaders of the World Conference on Bibi and Sdine: sete a 
Lausanne in 1927. 


Out of these two movements ~ Life and Work, and Faith and Order - sprang 
the World Council of Churches, formally constituted at Amsterdam in 1948. 


The memorial plaque to Archbishop Soderblom is a replica of one in Stockholm 
Cathedral and has been placed at the entrance of the chapel at the Hceumenical 
Centre. It shows in bas-relief the procession of church leaders at the 
Stockholm Conference. 


The plaque, which is a gift of the Ecumenical Council of Sweden to the 
World Council of Churches, was unveiled by Mrs. Ingve Brilioth, Archbishop 
Soderblon's daughter and widow of one of his successors, irannndion Brilioth. 

A EPS, Geneva. 
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“WIDE DOOR, MANY ADVERSARIES" 
SEEN FACING UNITY MOVEMENT 


(Geneva) - The movement for unity among the Christian churches has before 
it "a wide door and many /adversaries", the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches heard here today (Monday, February 14). 


The WCC Department of Faith and Order, which deals with questions in this 
area, "cannot complain of lack of opportunities for effective work", its 
executive secretary, the Rev. Patrick Rodger, said in presenting its report 
to the Committee. 


"The interest in unity, within our churches and even outside them, has 
probably never been so widespread as it is today. 


"To such an extent is this true that intelligent people ... wary of unity 
as a slogan or tired of it as a catch-phrase ws. press upon us —-- the duty 
of deeper reflection, closer analysis, more realistic grappling with the 
obstacles in the path of unity." 


However, he also drew attention to the "less palatable" fact that "since 
1947 only three acts of church union have crossed the lines of church policy" 
and brought together bodies of different denominational traditionse 


"The path to a true and worthwhile union is not an easy one", Mr. Rodger said. 
"There is the familiar inertia.of instituions. There is sometimes surpris-— 
ing apathy in local congregations... 


"There is the laziness, or ecclesiastical nihilism, which refuses to treat 

visible union with much seriousness. There is, finally, a persistent voic- 
ing of the conviction that somehow ... ‘organic union! implies indifference 

to fundamentals of faith and standards of holiness." 


In discussing the task of the department and of the Commission on Faith and 
Order in preparation for the World Counoil's 1968 Assembly, he suggested 

that "it seems our duty to press on beyond the pronouncement in the New Delhi 
Assembly in 1961 on Christian unity". 


This, he said, appears necessary "because in many places New Delhi has been 
taken seriously, and because the New Delhi statement contained many ambigu~ 
ities and open questions, of which its authors were quite well aware". 


According to Mr. Rodger, the task is "not simply to elaborate New Delhi, in 
the sense of providing a fuller commentary on a text to which we may appear 
to accord almost biblical status, but rather to deepen the enquiry by a more 
radical — and perhaps less ironic - treatment of some issues which New Delhi 
only touched on or omitted altogether". EPS, Geneva. 


DR. FRY'S RESIGNATION REJECTED: 
DR. CHANDRAN NAMED 2nd WCC VICE-CHAIRMAN 


(Geneva) - The Rev. Je Russell Chandran, 48, principal of the United Theo- 
logical College, Bangalore, India, was today (February 15) named a vice-= 
chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 


Yesterday the Central Committee authorised its Nominations Committee, in line 
with the WCC's Constitution and Rules, "to present to it the name of someone 
from a continent other than North America for appointment as a second vice 
chairman to serve until the Fourth Assembly". 


The present vice-chairman is Dr. Ernest A. Payne, London, general secretary 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland. 
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The Central Committee action yesterday followed a request by Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, New York, president of the Lutheran Church in America, that he 
be permitted to resign as Central Committee chairman. 


Dr. Fry submitted this request because he felt that it was "an abnormal and 

basically undesirable situation for a world-wide council of churches to have 
both. of what. may be its chief posts of leadership filled by men of the same 

nationality". 


This was a reference to the election on Friday of USA Presbyterian leader 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake as general secretary of the WCC. 


The Central Committee, meeting in closed session, in a resolution carried 
unanimously and with acclamation expressed "its appreciation of the frankness 
and integrity which led Dr..Fry to make his statement, but requests hin, 

with an expression of its complete confidence, to continue in office as 
chairman". 


It then. proposed the appointment of a second vice-chairman from a continent 
other than North America, 


The WCC's Constitution on this point states that a Nomination Committee 
appointed by the Central Committee shall "nominate individuals to the Central 
Committee for the offices of Chairman and Vice Chairman, or Vice Chairmen 

of the Central Committee. 


Dr. Chandran has been active in the ecumenical movement since 1948 when he 
.attended the constituting Assembly of the World Council of Churches, in 
Amsterdam. At present he is a member.of the WCC's policy-making Central 
and Executive Committees and of its Faith and Order Commission. He is also 
chairman of the East Asia Theological Commission on Worship, and chairman 

of the Board of Theological Education of the National Christian Council of 
India, He was born in Kadamankuly, Madras State, in 1918. EPS, Genevas 


NEW WCC STAFF 


APPOINTMENTS ; 
‘eee -The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches today ; 
February 15) approved the appointment of four new staff members. They © 


weres 


The Rev. Philip Potter, 44, a Methodist clergyman of the West Indies who 
since 1960 has beenfield secretary with responsibility for West Africa and 
the West Indies of the Methodist Missionary Society, London, was named to 

a Five-year term as director of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism, 
The appointment is effective January 1, 1967. He will be the first rep-— 
resentative of a "younger church" in the top missions post. He succeeds 
the Rt. Rev. Lesslie Newbigin who resigned from the staff last year in order 
to. become Bishop of Madras of the Church of South India. The position has 
been filled in the interim by the Rev. Robbins Strong, New York, of the 
United Church of Christ. As Division director Mr. Potter will also serve 
as one of the WCC's five associate general secretaries. 


Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, 50, representative of the Russian Orthodox Church 
to the World Council of Churches headquarters in Geneva, was named for a 
three-year term to the position of asscciate director of the Secretariat on 
Faith and Order. The appointment is effeative in August. He will be the 
first member of the Russian’ Orthodox Church on WCC staff. 


~ ty 
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(At the same time the Committee approved the appointment of Dr. Lukas Vischer, 
a Swiss Reformed clergyman, for three years as director of the Secretariat. 
Dr. Vischer has served as the Secretariat's research secretary since August, 
1961. He also was one of the WCC's observers to the Second Vatican Council. 
He succeeds in the top post the Rev. Patrick Rodger of the Episcopal Church 
of Scotland was has resigned‘ to become vice-provost ana canon of St. Mary's 
Cathedral in Edinburgh.) 


Dre Philip A. Johnson, 51, the executive secretary of the Division of Public 
Relations of the National Lutheran Council, New York, was named associate 
executive secretary of the WCC's New York office for a three-year term. 


Dr. John Holt, 56, a layman of the United Church of Christ. (USA), who has 
worked as a Foreign Service Officer of the U.S. State Department since 1948, 
was named assistant director of the Division of Inter-—Church Aid, Refugee,\ 
and World Service with special responsibility for refugee and migration work. 
He has held posts in Berlin, Salonika, Vientiane (Laos), Zurich, and New 
Delhi. During the last two years in the New Delhi post he was on loan 

to AID for work in the human resources development programme. This is a 

new appointment designed to meet the demands of the refugee situation through- 
out the world. He is expected to take up his post in a few weeks. The 

term is for three years. 


Dr. Joseph C. Weber, 36, an American Methodist theologian, was named for a 
three-year term as assistant director of the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, 
Bossey. Dr. Weber is at present associate professor of the New Testameny 
at the Methodist Theological School, Ohio. 


The Central Committee also voted as new members of the Executive Committee, 
replacing the new WCC general secretary, Dr. Eugene.Carson Blake, and the | 
new vice-chairman, Dr. Russell Chandran, Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof and a thirty= 
five year-old layman of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, Mr. 
Juan Faune. 


Dr. Berkhof of the Netherlands Reformed Church is professor of theology of 

the University of Leyden. Mr. Faune is a professor of law at the University 

of Mindanao, Philippines, and a member of the General Assembly of his church, 

chairman of its Youth Work Committee and a member of its Department of Mission 
and -Education. EPS, Geneva. 


FIRST RESPONSES TO 
WCC FAMINE APPEALS 


(Geneva) - Within less than a week of the Central Committec!s action 
endorsing appeals on behalf of famine victims in India and Africa, contri- 
butions amounting to $165,860 have been promised to the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


Churches in Germany have pledged $125,000 (half a million Deutsche Mark) for 
India and $12,500 for Africa. Switzerland has pledged $23,000, New Zealand 
$3,000, and Finland is sending $3,000 worth of dried milk, of which almost 
unlimited quantities are needed for feeding programmes in India. 


In France, the churches are planning a joint appeal and have sent a delegation 
of representatives of voluntary agencies to New Delhi. 


The WCC is asking its member churches for $3,000,000 for famine relief in 
India and $50,000 for Africa as well as for such foodstuffs as rice, milk, and 
vitamin tablets. It is also asking its related agencies to coordinate their 
_ appeals, wherever possible, with Roman Catholic bodies and to work within. 

the context of the world appeal put out by the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization. EPS, Geneva. 
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WCC FOURTH ASSEMBLY WILL DISCUSS 
"NEW STYLE OF LIVING" 


(Geneva) - One of the topics that will be discussed by the Fourth Assembly 
of the World: Council of Churches when it mects at Uppsala, Sweden, in 1968 
will be "a new style of living". It will be the concern of one of the six 
sections into which the Assembly will be divided. 


This was agreed by the World Council's Central Committee at one of its. 
sessions here: today (Tuesday, February 15) when it reviewed the plans being 
made for the Assembly. 


The Committee decided that the number of delegates from the member churches 
shall be about 800. Added to these will be observers, consultants, and 
staff members who together will bring the total number of participants to 
around 1,300. 


The aim of the discussion on a new style of living will be to bring the 
issues dealt with to the level of the everday life of individual Christian 
men and women, particularly, but not exclusively, young people today. 


Ways will be studied whereby the Church can try to answer the longing of 
men and women today for a truly human, and therefore meaningful, life, and 
to know how to live as families and to act as morally responsible persons 
in contemporary societies in which men of diverse convictions and religions 
live side by side. 


Discussions will also seek to outline what in this context could be the 
specific "Christian style of living", in which moral behaviour, witness, and 
service would be related to the realities of the contemporary world. 


Those to be dealt with in the other five sections aré: 1a ‘The Church's 
unity in a shrinking world;. 2. The Church in mission; 3. The churches! 
role in social change; 4. ‘The churches! role in international relations; 
and 5. The worship of God in a secular age. EPS, Genevae 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE APPROVES WCC 
BUDGET OF $990,000 FOR 1966 


(Geneva) - A World Council of Churches! general budget for 1966 tobell ine 
$990,000 was approved today (February 16) by the Central Committee now in 
session here. It was estimated that a deficit of $30,000 would occur on 
‘the year's operations. 


In 1964 the budget amounted to $839,000 with a surplus of income over ex— 
penditure of $8,710, but with a net deficit from previous years of $8,910. 
This deficit, the Central Committee was told, is likely to be wiped out by 
last year's budget, provisionally estimated at just under $930,000. 


The general budget of the WCC is contributed by member churches and is 
distinct from that of some of those of its divisions and departments, which 
are raised separately, For example, the basic budget of the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service for 1966 was authorised by the 
Central Committee today and amounted to $1,488,700, and another budget of 
$230,000 for the operating fund in 1966 of the Commission and Division of 
World Mission and Evangelism was also approved, 


The Central Committee considered the financing of the Fourth Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches, to be held at Uppsala, Sweden, in 1968 and 
approved that the level of expenditure should be about $325,000. It was 
noted that on the present provisional estimates it would be necessary to 
raise an additional sum of $175,000 for the financing of this Assembly and 
power was given to the Executive Committee to approach member churches for 
special contributions and to seek gifts ae foundations, tudividubles and’ 
any other sources. iG i @: 2 BRS Candyaca- aan 
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DR. VISSER '!T HOOFT 
IS HONOURED 


(Geneva) - The life-long service of Ire W. A. Visser ‘t+ Hooft, retiring 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, was honoured by the 
wCC's Central Committee here. 


Meeting.at a. dinner sessicn today fiedneetays February ys the. Committee 
adopted by acclamation 2 resolution expressing its "profound gratitude for | 
the unique service BEEe DEH to Christ's Church through the World Council of 
Churches .«. and the regard | and affection in which he is held by all asso- 
ciated with the ecumenical movement". 


The resolution proposed by Dr.. Kathleen Bliss, of England, and seconded 

by Committee members from Greece, India, DDR, Czechoslovakia, South Africa, 
and the USA, and on behalf of the WCC's staff, recalled Dr. Visser 't Hooft's 
early years of service with the World Student Christian Shed eles and his 
work during the war. The statement declared: 


"Through the dark years of World War II and its aftermath, Dr. Visser 't 
Hooft!s courage and-statesmanship kept the ecumenical vision from fading 
and preserved the slender links betwcen the churches when they were under 
intense strain. .Thus the way was prepared for reconstruction, reconcili- 
ation and new relationships of cooperation and fellowship. To the pre- 
paration of the first Assembly, the leadership of the second and third and 
to the many agencies and activities of the Council, Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
dedicated his sure grasp of biblical truth, keen spiritual insight, and 
quick understanding of the intellectual and social currents of the times. 

In him the gift of speaking a personal prophetic word of authority and power 
is in a very unusual way combined with the ability to lead a highly diversi- 
fied- team of colleagues and to give them both freedom and cohesion. | 


"As it faces the prospect of a retirenent which does in truth end an era, 
the Central Committee expresses the hope that he will long continue to 
serve the ecumenical cause with his wise counsel and by the persuasive 
challenge of his voice and pen. His many colleagues and friends salute 
him with deep respect, admiration and gratitude, wishing for him and for 
Mrs. Visser 't Hooft many years of health and happiness." EPS, Geneva. 


STEPPED UP.MZASURES AGAINST SMITH 
RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT ASKED BY WCC 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches today called upon all nations to 
sustain and intensify common measures of non-cooperation with the Snith 
régime in Rhodesia "in order to ensure there is no future for the policy 
of UDI (Unilateral Declaration of Independence)". 


The resolution adopted here (February 16) by the WCC's policy-making Central 
Committee declared that "the attempt to prolong indefinitely the political 
domination of the minority white community over the black majority is 
dangerous and deplorable and ought to be effectively resisted", 


The five-point resolution said all parties in Rhodesia must accept as the 
goals “majority rule achieved by a franchise system not based on racial 
privilege, : and of: racial: cooperation on the basis ‘of civic equality". 


It called for establishnent .of safeguards against unreasonable delay in 
reaching these goals as well. as measures to protect against the future. 
oppression of a minority on the other. Seay 
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The original three-point resolution submitted to the Committee was amended 
to include two additional points on a motion of Pastor Jean Kotto, of 
Douala, head of the Evangelical Church of the Cameroun. 


His points asked that companies and individuals having commerical relations 
or interests with Rhodesia reconsider their situation "for the sake of 
justice and peace" and that the heads of African states be requested "to use 
their wisdom and influence to find peaceful ways to solve the Rhodesian 
problem". 


The full text of the five points follows: 


"In order that men may not be compelled to seek by force the only remedy 
of injustice the Committee urges: 


1. That the community of nations, including particularly those who have 
effective contact with Southern Rhodesia, sustain and intensify their common 
measures of non-cooperation with the existing régine in Southern Rhodesia, 
in order to ensure that there is no future for the policy of UDI; 


2. That companies and individuals having commerical relations or interests 
in Southern Rhodesia reconsider their situation for the sake of justice and 
peace; / 


3. That the goals of majority rule, achieved by a franchise system not 
based on racial privilege, and of racial cooperation, on the basis of civic 
equality, be clearly accepted by all parties in Southern Rhodesia, and at 
the same time the necessary safeguards be defined against unreasonable delay 
on the one hand, or the future oppression of a minority on the other; 


4. That keeping these goals in mind the leaders of the racial communities 
in Southern Rhodesia be prepared to work out together the adjustments on 
which the nation's future depends, realising that this will be possible. 
only through mutual concessions; 


5. That-in view of the role that they have to play with regard to- the 

problem, the heads of African states be requested to use their wisdom and 

influence to find peaceful ways to solve the Southern Rhodesian problem, 
EPS, Geneva. 


W6C STATEMENT ON STEPS 
TO PEACE IN VIETNAM 


(Geneva) - The Central Committee of the World Council:of Churches today 
(February 16) called for a stop to the fighting in Vietnam as "the most 
effective step" towards negotiation and outlined a ten-point programme 
designed to bring the combatants to the conference table. 


The policy-making Committee in annual session here, representing 214 churches 
in more than 80 nations, advocated among the ten points another cease-fire 
with a"cooling off period" adequate to test possibilities of negotiation, 
with a "considerably enlarged unit of International Control Commission 
(India, Canada, and Poland) to ensure that cease~fire commitments are 
honoured". It also urged all-out efforts to bring the People's Republic 

of China into the world community of nations. 


It further called for a stop to bombing of the North and to military in- 
filtration by the North of the South. It urged the USA to announce its 
, commitment to a withdrawal of its troops "phased in accordance with 
provisions for peace-keeping machinery under international auspices", and 
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said all:parties should recognise the necessity of according a place in 
negotiations ‘both to the South Vietnamese government and the National 
Liberation Front (Vietcong). 


The Gommittee document noted the "continuing attention" given to Vietnam 
by the :National-Council of Churches in the USA which, it said, "reflected 
widespread questioning of the wisdom and rightness of the U.S. governnent's 
present policy". 


With regard to recent peace overtures by Pope, Paul VI, it said possible 
ways of cooperation and. cummd : action between the WCC and the Vatican should 
be explored» 


The Comnittée said that continued GOnEL Lot is too costly for either side. 

For the USA and its allies it will result in the increase of bitter racial and 
other resentments against it and forthe Vietnamese it means they are if 
faced with the vast destruction ot their people and resources. 


Action on the document, the first part of = paper dealing with several 
international trouble spots, came: after lively debate. . The paper-was 
presented by Lutheran Bishop Rajah Manikam, .of. Tiruchirappalli, India, 
chairman of a special Central Committee sub-committee designated to study 
the issues, and by the sub-committee's secretary Dr. 0. Frederick Noldc, 
director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on' International Affairs. 


The full text of the ten steps follows: 


"The primary objective must be to stop the fighting as the most effective 
step to starting discussion and negotiatione.. The Central Committee holds 
that the search for a peaceful settlement must be unremittingly pressed. 
At the same time we cannot overlook the human tragedy in Vietnam which is 
daily being enacted so long as the fighting continues. 


"In order to keep human suffering to a minimum and to contribute to a 
climate more conducive to negotintion, we set forth the following measures 
which we believe should be undertaken as promptly as possible: 


1. That the United States and South Victnam stop the bombing of the 
North and North Vietnam stop military infiltration of the South. 


2. That the United States now announce its commitment to a withdrawal 

of its troops phased in accordance with provisions for peace-keeping 
machinery under international auspices and deemed adequate in the judgement 
of an international authority. 


53. That all parties recognise the necessity of according a place in 
negotiations both to the government of South Vietnam and to the National 
Liberation Front (Vietcong), in proporvions to be determined, and that 
arrangements be encouraged for negotiation between the government of South 
Vietnam and the National Liberation Front in the hope that there may be 
found a negotiating authority representative of all South Vietnam. 


4. That North and South Vietnam develop greater flexibility in the initi- 
ation of an response to negotiation proposals. 


De That all parties give every possible protection to non-combatants and 
relieve the plight of those suffering from the fighting. 


6. That all parties recognise the extent to which what is happening in 
Vietnam is part of a social revolution and that, freed from foreign inter- 
vention, Victnam, both North and South, ought to be in a position to deter— 
mine its own future, with due consideration of the demands of peace and 
security in South-east Asia. 
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7e That all parties recognise the futility of military action for the 
solution of ‘the underlying political, social, and economic problems of 
Vietnam and the necessity of massive and generous development programmes. 


8. That in order to relieve present international tension the United States 
review and modify its policy of ‘containment! of communism and communist 
countries supporting ‘wars of liberation! review and modify their policy. 


9. That every effort be made to bring the 700 million people of China 
through the government:in power, the People's Republic of China, into the 
world community of nations in order that they may assume their reasonable 
responsibility and avail themselves of legitimate opportunity - to provide 
an essential ingredient for peace and security not only in South-east Asia, 
but throughout the entire world. . 


10, that another cease-fire be mutually and aeons oe agreed upon, of | 
sufficient duration to serve as a cooling-off period and as an opportunity 
for testing possibilities of negotiation - with a considerably enlarged unit 
of International Control Commission (India, Canada, and Poland) to ensure 
that cease-fire commitments: are honoured." EPS, Genevae 


« 
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NETHERLANDS TAKES JOINT 
ACTION FOR INDIAN FAMINE RELIEF 


(Amsterdam) - Joint action by Protestant, Old Catholic, and Roman Catholic 
churches in the Netherlands, UNICEF, UNESCO, NOVIB (International Assistance 
in the Netherlands), and 211 the major radio and television stations was 
taken this week on behalf of the famine emergency in India. 


After a conference chaired by Dr. R. W. Kijlstra, secretary of the Dutch 
Inter—Church Aid Committee, in which Caritas, the Roman Catholic service 
agency and other interests tock part, it was agreed that they would all share 
in the week-long campaign. 


Every news bulletin broadcast by the radio and TV stations was followed by 

a reference to the joint appeal. Special programmes were also introduced 

to illustrate the present emergency in India where 12,000,000 people, equal 
to the entire population of the Netherlands, are estimated to be facing 
starvation. . . 


On Saturday, February 19, every church in Holland is to be open from 11AM 
to 1PM to receive special contributions from members of congregations, 


Never before has cooperation on this scale between relief agencies and 
broadcasting services been possible. 


Last week in Geneva, where the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches has been meeting, it was agreed to ask the member churches to 
subscribe $3,000,000 for a special famine programme for India. The Central 
Committee also urged thet wherever possible appeals should be coordinated 
with those of Roman Catholic agencies in the context of a world-wide appeal 
that has been made by the United Nations! Food and Agriculture Organization, 


One of the first results of the campaign in the Netherlands has been to arr 
arrange for a ship to leave Rotterdam for Bombay with a special cargo of 
food, part of which has been designated for the feeding progranne of the 
National Christian Council of India. (See also story on page 1l)e BPS, Geneva. 


UNITED CHURCH TO PARTICIPATE 
IN DIALOGUE WITH CATHOLICS IN USA 


(French Lick, Ind.) - Authorisation for United Church of Christ participation 
in the theological dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the churches 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance was voted here by the UCC Executive 
Council. 


The talks were initiated last year by Roman Catholic and United Presbyterian . 
church leaders, In January it was decided to broaden the Protestant parti- 
cipation by inviting churches belonging to the World Presbyterian Alliance's 
North American Council ot take part in future session. The next session of 
the dialogue group is scheduled May 12-14 


In addition to a theological examination and comparison of Catholic and 
Protestant views on Christian baptism and the role of scripture and tradition 
in church renewal, work will continue on the development of a common book of 
worship and Bible study for Roman Cathclics and World Presbyterian Alliance 
ohurches. EPS, Geneva. 
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NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL IN USA 
MEETS FOR LAST TIME 


(New York) = Beginning its last year as the cooperative agency of American 
Lutheranism, the National Lutheran Council has held its 48th and final 
annual meeting here. =. 


Final steps were taken to transfer much of the NLC's current programme of 
activity to the new Lutheran Council in the United States of America, which 


is ‘scheduled to succeed the present agency next January 1. 


Just before the NLC meeting, the Inter-Iutheran Consultation held its 
seventh — and possibly last - plenary session here tc conclude three years 
of planning and preparation to establish the new council. 


Arrangements for the constituting convention of the LCUSA, to be held in 
Cleveland, Ohio, on November 16-18, were completed at the two-day meeting 
of the Consultation, a 28-member committee which has been conducting nego- 
tiations on behalf of the four participating church bodies. 


Participating in the LCUSA will be the American Lutheran Church and the 
Iutheran Church in America, now members of the NLC, plus the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod and the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches. Together 
they represent more’ than 95 per cent of the nation's nine million Lutherans. 
EPS, Geneva. 


EPISCOPALIANS, R.C's IN USA 
HOLD SECOND JOINT MEETING 


(Kansas City, Mo.) - Episcopalian and Roman Catholic delegates to a joint 
ecumenical discussion group opened and closed their sessions here by wit- 
nessing each other's communion services - and underscored the possibility 
during the meeting that they may ultimately celebrate the Eucharist together. 


. ee oe Seas ’ Bs 
Through recognising the many problems in the path of reunion, the joint 
committee members were in general agreement that their session had pushed 
forward considerably the extent of understanding between the churchess 


Of the possibility of joint communion services, Roman Cathclic Bishop Charles 
Helmsing of Kansas City-St. Joseph commented: "We can't tell how many years 
it might take, That is in-the hands of God. But sometimes He works 

pretty fast." 


Discussion of the Eucharist, presented here, through papers prepared by Roman 
Catholic and Eniscopal theologians, will continue at the group's next 
session on June 16-18 at Providence, R.1I., it was decided. 


The second such joint theolrgical conversation between the churches, the 
group found two basic points of agreement: a reaffirmation of the recog— 
nition of each other's baptism and agreement in the affirmation of each 
other's faith. 


Key areas of conflict cited included the primacy and infallibility of the 
Pope, authority in the church and Anglican orders which have not been recog- 
nised by Roman Catholics. EPS, Genevas 
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES ASK 
GREATER INITIATIVES ON VIETNAM 


(Melbourne) - The annual heeting of the Australian Council of Churches 
has issued a further call to the Federal Government asking it to increase 
its efforts to bring about a peaceful settlement in Vietnam. 


The 7O-member annual meeting originally had before it a draft resolution 
asking the government "to do all in its powers" to bring about a peaceful 
settlement. This was strengthened to ask for increased efforts after 
speakers had said the government should be taking much greater initiative 
than at present. 


The resolution also set out the principle upon which the Council believes 
Australian initiatives should be based. This is "that any negotiated 
settlement of the Vietnam issues should be based on ultimate self-determina— 
tion by the people of Vietnam, with safeguards provided ico undue 
coercion of any kind". 


In other actions the meeting: 


Asked the Federal Government to make an urgent gift of 1,000,000 tons of 
wheat to the Indian Gowernment for famine relief; 


Asked the Federal Government to raise the number of non-Europeans granted 
permanent residence to some 1,500 a year; 


Expressed the hope that the Federal Government wouldwiden the terms of its 
suggested referendum to give iv authority for the making of laws to advance 
the interests of Aboriginal people and to eliminate racial discrimination; and 


Heard proposals that a permanent basis of co-operation be set up between 
Roman Catholics and other churches in Australia from the Rev. Frank Cuttriss 
(Anglican), of Sydney, ACC, observer at the Vatican Council. He said that 
"ecumenical cooperation has been proceeding in Burope and America consider— 
ably beyond the stage we have so far reached in Australia", and urged. greater 
efforts in Australia. EPS, Geneva. 


wcC HAS NOW RESETTLED 
293,191 REFUGEES 


(Geneva) - During 1965, 10,404 homeless refugees and migrants in 38 countries 
were helped to emigrate to 21 other lands by the World Council of Churches! 
Service to Refugees, Miss Margaret Jaboor, director of the Service, told the 
Divisional Committee on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service during 
its recent meeting here. 


This brought the total of those resettled by the Service betwcen 1948~65 up 
to 293,191. 


Under the individual integration programme, projects were Senate ted and 
carried out in 1965 for 790 refugees in Austria, Belgium, France, Greece, 
Italy, Latin América, the Near East, and Turkey at a cost of $343,995, of 
which $260,329 was provided by the United Nations! High Commissioner for 

. Refugees ha the balance by the churches and their agencies in many countries. 
EPS, Geneva. 
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MAURICE WEBB 
DIES IN BULAWAYO 


(Bulawayo ) - The death of Mr. Maurice Webb on January 18 is reported at 
Bulawayo. 


Maurice Webb was a member of the Society of Friends from Hast Anglia who 
settled in South Africa after the First World War and built up a flourishing 
publishing business. He took a leading part in public affairs, notably in 
connection with the development of race relations in South Africa. He was 
a founder member of the Institute of Race Relations in South Africa, and. 
chairman of the Council of Adams College. 


When the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs was founded he 
was one of the first commissioners appointed, and was one of the most faith- 
ful of its members up to the time of his sudden death. His last act was to 
attend the necting of the Institute of Race Relations in Capetown and from 
there to tender his further advice to the officers of CCIA on developments 
in Rhodesia and South Africa. EPS, Geneva. 


DR. SCHARF ELECTED 
TO SUCCEED BISHOP DIBELIUS 


(Berlin) - Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID) was elécted by a large majority to the top position 
of Bishop.of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburge He succeeds 
Bishop Otto Dibelius, 85,:who is retiring on March 3l.. 


Dr. Scharf, who resides in West Berlin, was elected by both synods of the 
church meeting simultaneously in East and West Berlin. 


His election had been vigorously opposed by Hast German newspapers. He has 

been consistently banned from entering either Bast Berlin or Hast Germany 

in connection with his church duties. . Bishop Dibelius also had been banned 

from visiting the East. Most of the church's members are in East Germany. 
EPS, Geneva. 


COOPERATION WITH COMMUNISTS 
URGED BY CARDINAL 


(Manila) - Joseph Cardinel Cardijn, of Belgium, founder of the Young 
Christian Workers, told newsmen here that world peace depends upon co-— 
operating with and having confidence in all persons, including communists. 


Asked whether a Catholic-Communist dialogue is possible, the Cardinal said: 

"Is there not something right the communists can do? Can we not collaborate 
with them without prejudice to our faith? Theory can be wrong, but people 

can be good." 


Cardinal Cardijn said his tour cf several Asian nations has convinced him 
more than ever that all persons must work: together to seek world justice. 
He said Christians in Asia must be particularly alert to talks with Moslems 
and Buddhists. EPS, Geneva.s 
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WCC URGES FULL SUPPORT 
OF WORLD DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches called for full support of the proposed 
World Disarmament Conference as a possible way of involving the People's Republic 
of China in disarmament negotiations. 


~The WCC's Central Committee in annual session here (February 8-17) declared that 
the proposed Conference, which has been endorsed by the United Nations General 
Assembly, "merits fullest support both in its preparatory stages and when it is 
actually convened". 


The Central Committee statement said it "saw in it a particular advantage in 
opening a possible way, perhaps initially through preparatory steps, for bringing 
the People's Republic of China into disarmament negotiations". 


All countries are to be invited to participate; it is to be held not later than 
1967. 


The support was contained in a three-part recommendation on disarmament adopted 
by the Committee in session this morning. The Committee expressing "deep and 
urgent concern" also urged: 


~ That the limited test ban treaty of 1963 be expanded to include underground 
tests. It said this may require a limited number of on-site inspections or it 
may be possible to ban at least those tests which it is agreed can be detected 
and identified without on-site inspections. In the Latter instance, it said, 
scientific studies under international auspices must be carried on. 


~- That special safeguards against nuclear proliferation be established taking 
into account not only the "responsibilities" of nuclear power, but the "reasonable 
expectations" of non-nuclear powers. For non-nuclear powers, it said, this will 
require "assurance of protection against the threat or use of nuclear weapons ,.. 
(and that they), denying themselves the advantages of nuclear possession, will 
nevertheless have the benefits of the nuclear powers, whether political or in 
terms of prestige, as well as those which involve peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 


"The nuclear powers on their part", it added, "must reverse the trend of nuclear 
weapons building and place at the disposal of all mankind greater nuclear resources 
for peaceful uses." 


The statement'also appealed to nations which have not yet acceded to the partial 
test-ban treaty to join those which have in order to make the treaty universally 
applicablé. pba iparin | 


The statement on disarmament was part of a longer one covering a wide range of 
international affairs presented to the Central Committee by a sub-committee 
chaired by Bishop Rajah Manikam of Tiruchirappalli, India, Committee secretary 
was Dr, 0.Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA). . 


In another action the Committee called upon the CCIA in consultation with the 
All Africa Conference of Churches to take steps to seek to help remedy the suffering 
of Christians in the southern Sudan and to ensure the exercise of religious freedom. 


The action came on a motion of Pastor Jean Kotto, of Douala, Cameroun, who told 

the Committee that "massacres" are being perpetrated against the people of southern 
Sudan, He said it was a "war" caused not only by racial tensions, but by religious 
issues. He said there are upwards of 100,000 refugees who have fled the southern 
Sudan and are now living in neighbouring states. 
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Dr.Nolde in response noted the situation in the southern Sudan had been a continuing 
CCIA concern and that its chairman, Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, had made a special 
visit to Khartoum-to consult with Sudanese government officials. 


He said the CCIA in ccusultation with the Church Missionary Society, London, and 
the United Presbyterian Church of the USA, both of which have had mission work in 
the area, and in cooperation with the All Africa Conference of Churches, have 
under consideration special initiatives seeking improvement of the situation. 

* * * | 


In another action the Central Committee voted to hold its next meeting on the 


sl of Crete. The cost i i 
“Sere ES e $967. suggested dates, still to be finally acted upon, are 
The Committec also accepted the revised draft of a document dealing with "The 
Ecumenical Way" and requested that it be sent to all WCC-member churches for 


study and comment before its next meeting. EPS, Geneva 


WCC VOICES HOPE FOR COMMON 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ACTION WITH CATHOLICS 


(Geneva) - Hope that the Roman Catholic Church will now be able to join with all 
other churches in a united front “for the full application of the prineiple of 
religious liberty in all parts of the world" was expressed by the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches in annual session here, 


In a series of resolutions passed following a review of the reports of the World 
Council's delegate observers to the Second Vatican Council, the Committee declared: 


"], We welcome with satisfaction the Vatican Council's Declaration on Religious 
Liberty, with its clear statements proclaiming full civil religious freedom, 
both individual and collective, for everybody, everywhere. 


"2, We are encouraged by the fact that there is now a large measure of agreement 
among all the churches in these matters. There are certain aspects of the 
Vatican Council's declaration with which we cannot fully agree ... We hope 
that these will be further and fruitfully discussed by the appropriate con- 
sultative bodies, 


"3, We believe that, on the basis of the Vatican Council's declaration and of the 
statements which have been made by the World Council of Churches, it should 
be possible through brotherly consultation to overcome the practical diffi- 
culties which still exist between Christians in the implementation of religious 
liberty. - 


"A, We hope that, on the basis of their statements on religious liberty, from now 
on all the churches will be able to take a common stand for the full appli« 
cation of the principle of religious liberty in all parts of the world and 
to take all possible action to ensure the observance of this principle." 


The Central Committee acted on recommendations submitted by a policy reference 
committee which, in general. comment on the WCC ebservers' reports, said the Vatican 
Council "has opened many doors and has created in unexpected ways new fellowship 
between the Roman Catholic Church and the member churches of the wec", 


On the other hand, the policy reference group pointed out that "though the Roman 
Catholic Church has declared its determination to participate actively in the 
ecumenical movement, we do not yet know in what ways the separate churches can 
speak with one voice and act together in one fellowship", 


The ecumenical movement, it warned, “is one and must not fall apart into various 
Tecumenisms'". EPS, Geneva 
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FOUR MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 


“APPROVED BY WCC COMMITTEE 


Seaiavs) - Membership - applications. of four churches Of Tvanees countries and 
Christian traditions have been approved by the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The churches are the Crahadoe Church of Czechoslovakia with about 400,000 members, 
the United Church of Zambia with about 30,000, the Malagasy Lutheran Chiat with 
252,000, and the Episcopal Church of Brazil with 355 000; 


According to World Council regulations, acceptance of these four churches will 
become final after six months if no more than one-third of the member churehes 
have registered objections during that period. 


Their admission will raise the WCC roll to 225, of which eight are associate 
member churches and the remainder full members. (Associate members are churches 
with less than 10,000 members, ) i 


The full-member figure now stands at 214, but this total includes a church — the 
United Church of Central Africa in Rhodesia - which last year joined with two 
others to form the Zambian church whose application was acted on here, The net, 
increase, therefore, will be three instead of four. 


The Czechoslovakian church has 250 priests and 3500 parishes grouped oe four. 
bishoprics. ° It is already a member of the Ecumenical Council of Czechoslovakia 
and the Conference of European Churches, as well as the Conference of Orthodox 
Churches, — 


Served by 60 African pastors, the Zambian church is the veoh of the union of 
the former WCC member church with the Methodist Church in Zambia and the Church 
-in Barotseland. The former owes its origin to work of the British Methodist 
Church and the latter to that of the Paris Mission Society. 


Thé church in Madagascar is the outgrowth of work by the Norwegian Missionary 
Society and American Lutheran churches. It has 2,048 parishes, 33 pastors, and 
541 primary and secondary schools. 


The Brazilian church, of US missionary origin, has 86 eee), three bishops, five 
high schools for training priests, women church workers, and teachers, 
. EPS, Geneva 


27 ARGENTINIAN PRIESTS RESIGN 
IN DISPUTE OVER REFORMS 


(Mendoza, Argentina) - Twenty-seven Argentinian Roman Catholic priests have resigned 
their posts in protest over what they charged was the failure of seventy-three 

year old Archbishop A.M,Buteler of Mendoza to implement various reforms ordered 

by Vatican II, - They included high officials of the Archdiocesan curia as well 

as ‘officials and professors of the archdioceses' two sparen nor ok both of which 

have since been closed, s 


The eeteets appealed to the Pope to intervene, but a atts wri then by imlete 
Cardinal Cicognani, Vatican Secretary of State, to the Archbishop on behalf of 
the Pope said the Pontiff had heen "pained" by news of the resignations. It ‘ 
ealled for "discipline, obedience, loyalty and the’ spirit of Christian charity..." 


An appeal by the priests to the hierarchy! Ss standing committee, composed of the 

12 metropolitan archbishops was also rejected, A communique signed by seven 

members of the committee said they "deplored and reproved" the resignations. 
EPS, Sera 
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WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
HEARS OF 'GAZETTEER OF NEED.! 


(Geneva) “ The Project List cir-ulated by the World Council of Churches 

in 1965 was a 'Gazetteer of Need,' said Dr. Leslie E, Cooke, “irector 

of the Division of Inter—Church Aid, Refugee and World Service on 
presenting his report to the World Council of Churches! Central Committee 
in session here, 


He said that the year's Pnoject List was a loose-leaf book of 500 pages 
with descriptions of 600 projects amounting to askings of nearly $22 


million of which $13 million was requested in 1965, Dr. Cooke expected 
; that nearly 60 per cent of the total askings would be met. 


"The countries for which projects are listed," he said, “range from 
Australia to St. Helena, and needs extend from text—books for schools and 
sewing-machines for old peoples! homes to tractors and prefabricated 
houses, 


"The Project List represents the major work and emphasis of the Division. 
It is formulated upon thé requests of the churches, discussed ecumenically 
in the country of origin, and commended through ecumenical channels for 
support, A feature of this action is that the co-operating churches are 
identified to the initiating churches so that personal church relation-— 
ships are established,” 


Dr. Cooke said that for 20\years the work done for refugees had been an 
illustrious chapter in modern church history. Besides the maintenance of 


the work among Huropean refugees, action had extended in 1965 to Tibetans 


and Pakistanis in India, uprooted people in Vietnam, and Sudanese, Angolans, 
Mozambiquans, and South Africans in Africa. 


"Emergency appeals in 1965," he continued “concerned Bechuanaland, Sudan, 
South Africa, Fiji, India, Pakistan, the Philippines, Vietnam, Chile, Greece, 
Yugoslavia, Korea, and Madagascar. They were made in response to disasters 
arising from wars, floods, cyclones, drought, and earthquakes. 


"Support came in 1965 not from-the wealthy churches only. Churches of the 
East Asia Christian Conference sent aid to Spain, to the Mississippi Delta 


_ Ministry, and to a home for blind girls in Jerusalem. The Church of the 
Cameroun sent a gift for the Mississippi project, and to India for Pakistani 


refugees, Nepal gave to Algeria, as also did Italy and Belgiun." 


‘Dr. Cooke said that the work of the WCC Committee on Specialised Assistance 


to Social Projects (SASP).was calculated to develop projects which would 
deal with the root causes of need. The Committee had dealt with 49 projects 
of this nature in 25 countries. Thirty per cent of these had concerned 
agriculture, 30 per cent, rural and community development services, 20 

per cent periodicals and publications, 15 per cent medical services, and 

5 per cent technical training." 

"We must anticipate the development of refugee situations from Africa," 


Dr. Cooke warned. “There are already thousands of refugees from South 
Sudan in Uganda, Congo, the Central African Republic, and Ethiopia, and 


their number seems likely to increase.,: 
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"The African churches are in a strategic, if oritical, position, Their 
help is being sought by the new governments in tackling not only the 
emergency situations, but in enterprises of nation-building. On top 
of thie is the extensiva drought belt reaching from Bechuanaland t hrough 
Kenya, which is threatening the life of multitudes now and which will 
call for long-term work in helping the people to re-establish themselves, 
their lands and their cattle." . EPS, Geneva 


WCC—RG REPORT OUTLINES 
WIDE AREA FOR GROWING CONTACTS. 


(Geneva). The World Council of Churches! Central Committee approved and 
released here a joint official WCC-—Roman Catholic report which described 
and projected a wide range of subjects for consultation and collaboration 
between the two church constituencies. The report was scheduled for 
simultaneous release by Vaticanauthorities in Rome, 


The report called for a continuing dialogue on the nature of, ecumenism, 

a. Joint theological study of the meaning of the terms "catholicity" and 
-Napostolicity"” and exploration of means for maintenance of fruitful con— 
tacts in the spheres of missions, church and society, the laity, the role 
of Christian women, social service programmes, international affairs, 
Bible translation, and the standardisation of liturgical texts, among 
others, 


The report was the first rendered to the Vatican authorities and the WCC 
Central Committee by their. 14—member Joint. Working Group whose establish— 
ment was authorised by the Central Committee at Enugu, Nigeria, in 
January, 1965, 


Mada up of eight representatives of the World Council and six of the 
Roman Catholic Church, the group met twice in 1965: once near Geneva and 
once near Rome, 


On recommendation of a policy reference committee, the Central Committee 
here renewed the mandate of its participation in the Joint Working Group, 
authorised the WCC Executive Committee to choose its representatives for 
the coming period, and encouraged the group "to pursue its work on the 
lines indicated in the report.” 


It noted that the report underlines the principle that encounters in 
ecumenical dialogue should always take place "on an equal footing," but 
the Committee observed that in its application to the Roman Catholic—WCC 
encounter "it should be kept in mind that they are not. comparable 
entities," 


One of the Working Group's proposals to which special importance was 
attached called for the establishment of a joint theological commission 
by ‘the WCC Commission on Faith and Order and the Vatican Secretariat for 
Christian Unity. 


In comment, the Central Committee voiced the tonviction that in the 
relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council, “the 
theological discussion is of high importance," and that this theological 
commission would give valuable assistance to the member churches. ; 


With respect to particular areas of practical collaboration, the Working 
Group's report also suggested that there is a growing field for promising 
efforts to arrive at common Bible versions in different languages. | 


‘ 


“Per 
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The report added that although the group “is not called upon to concern 
itself directly with national and local councils (of churches) it should 
prove possible in many cases to give to Roman Catholics who are asked to 
concern themselves with the activities of (such) councils, the status of 
Observer, or even that of permanent consultant~observer.” 


The report also strongly emphasized the need for further contacts in the 
field of missions. It sugvested that the possibilities of common witness 
should be explored both theologically and practically. It also said. that 
the thorny problem of prosleytism requires study. 


The Working Group's report also included a document giving “certain con- 
Clusions of a provisional nature on the subject of common worship at 
ecumenical gatherings that were drafted by a joint sub-group. 


This document will be sent to all WCC member churches for their attention 
It is hoped that the document can be rev¥sed later in the light of their 
reactions, EPS, Geneva 


JOINT WCC-RC STUDY OF SOCIAL 
QUESTIONS RECOMMENDED 


(Pinner, England) - Consultation and wherever possible collaboration in the study 
of Social questions by the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church was recommended by a group of WCC and Roman Catholic theologians and social 
scholars meeting here. Five members of WCC churches plus six WCC staff and eight 

Roman Catholics took part. 


Participants in the meeting arranged by the WCC's Department on Church and Society 
and the Vatican Secretariat for the Promoticn of Christian Unity, declared that 
they were "firmly convinced that there is no sufficient reason why further study 
on the theme 'Church-and Society' should be carried on in isolation," 


Rather, they said, “there ought to be consultation (or as far as their ways of 
working will ati can collaboration) between the World Council of Churches and the 
Roman Catholic: Church." 


Under discussion at the four-day meeting was the Second Vatican Council document 
. on the Church in the Modern World and the preparatory studies for the WCC's World 
Conference on Church and Society scheduled next July. 


The discussion concentrated on the process of secularization, the social change, 
the theological basis of Christian action ina changing world, and the method of 
arriving at Christian affirmation about social justice and order. 


Special attention was given to the need for a re-evaluation of the structures of 
the churches in order to carry out the mission of the Church in a changing 
Society. As a practical example the meeting sought to apply its insight to 

the Christian responsibility for racial justice. 


The Consultation will submit its report to the respective authorities through 
the Joint Working og of the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church. EPS, Geneva 
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SCHOOLS TO STRESS RESPECT 
FOR ISRAEL'S NON-JEWS 


(Jerusalem) - Increased educational measures stressing the importance 
of respect for non—Jewish places of worship and clergy have been 
directed here following a special meeting of municipal authorities. 


The meeting was spurred by recurrent reports of window-breaking at 
Roman Catholic and Russian Orthodox convents, disrespect of Christian 
clergy, and harassment of Catholic and Orthodox nuns by Israeli youths, 
It was noted that while delinquency was generally on the increase here 
the rate was "still behind international standards", 


Deputy Mayor Andre Chouraqui of Jerusalem presided at the meeting 
attended by members of the. police ministry, Jewish and Christian 
elergymen, and educators. The consensus called for increased cover— 
age in the schools of material stressing respect for all religious 
bodies and their people. 

EPS, Genevas 


BRITISH, U.S. METHODISTS 

STUDY RELATIONSHIPS : 

(London) — Closer working relationships between British and American 
Methodists are desirable but nothing should be done to impede the 
current church union negotiations of either body with other churches, 
according to a statement issued by a commission representing both . 
branches of Methodism following a two~day meeting here, 


British Methodists are conducting union negotiations with the Church 
of England; the American Church is engaged in talks with the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church and is a participant in the seven 
. way Consultation on Church Union, 


"It is foreseen", the commissioners said, "that in any event, the 
British and American churches will be functioning as Methodist churches 
for a period of years and that during such a period closer relation-— 
Ships are advisable", 


The commissions agreed to recommend to their respective churches that 
-a permanent joint commission on relationships be established and that 
until action is taken on this recommendation by the respective churches 
the present commission continuesto act. 
EPS, Geneva. 


AUSTRIAN CHURCH CHIDES PASTOR 
FOR ROLE IN MIXED MARRIAGE 


(Vienna) - The Evangelical. Church in Austria has reprimanded one of its pastors 
for his role in negotiating a mixed marriage. . 


The church's governing body said Pastor Robert Kauer of Berndorf, had erred 


severely in making arrangements for the mixed marriage with the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Vienna. 


It said that despite the fact that the church had not issued a general pro— 
hibition against such marriages until after the wedding had taken place, Pastor 
Kauer should have consulted with his suporiors. — 


The wedding was held in a Roman Catholie Church, but Catholic authorities, . 
according to one observer made the "extra-ordinary concession" of refraining 
from insisting that children born of the union be raised in the Roman Catholic 
Church or that the Catholic partner seck to convert the other. EPS, Geneva — alll 
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VIEWS ON BAPTISM EXAMINED 
IN USA LUTHERAN-CATHOLIC TALKS 


(Chicago) =~ American Lutheran and Roman Catholic theologians examined 
each other's views here for three days on their understanding of 
baptism. 


Partisipating in the second in a series of doctrinal discussions 

were representatives of the U.S. Bishops' Commission for Ecumenical 
Affairs and the National Lutheran Council in its capacity as the U.S. 
National Committee of the Lutheran World Federation. 


. A joint statement issued at the conclusion of the meeting declared that 
"we are reasonably certain that the teachings of our respective trad-— 
itions regarding baptism are in agreement, and this opinion has been 
confirmed at this meeting. 


"At the same time, discussionsdealing with several aspects of the 
subject brought to light the fact that although at times we use the 

. Same words with somewhat different meanings, we also upon occasions 
have quite different ways of saying the same things. 


"We will be examining subjects in, future meetings which present 

greater difficulties, but are encouraged to proceed in the knowledge that 
the conversations held so far have deepened mutual understanding and 
respect while strengthening the bonds of brotherly affection", the 
etatenent said, 


The third meeting is scheduled in Washington, DeGe, September 23-25, 
The topic will be "The Eucharist as Sacrifice". 
EPS, Geneva. 


BAPTISTS END PUBLICATION PACT 
WITH CANADA'S UNITED CHURCH 


(Toronto) ~ The Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec and the 
United Church of Canada have ended their joint publication agreement. 
A payment of $58,665 by the Baptists was the final transaction, 


In June 1964, the Baptists! annual convention heard charges that the 

new curriculum denied oe Virgin Birth and referred to the first Il 
books of the Bible as "myth", Delegates nevertheless voted to use 

it in Baptist Sunday Schools. The following year, however, by a t 
margin of 75 votes among 900 delegates, they decided to sever the 


relationship with the United Church. 
EPS, Geneva. 


ORTHODOX JEWS CRITICIZE 
CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN ISRAEL 


(Zurich) - Activities of Christian missionaries in Israel were sharply 
attacked by Orthodox Jewish leaders in a nocting here. 


Rabbi Jungermann of Tel-Aviv told the meeting that there were at present 
1,300 Christian missionaries in Israel, of whom 400 were bepni ped Jews, 
working in a variety of capacities as doctors, lawyers and "even teachers 
of Hebrew", © He declared: " Every Jewish child baptised into the Christian 
faith is stolen from thc Jewish people. He becomes a Christian missionary 
and often an enemy of the Jews." 


A document distributed at the meeting reported that the number of baptised 
: Jews is at an all-time height and that both POs ese aD and Roman Catholic 
tt missionaries in Israel have had "great success" ; -'\ EPS, Geneva 


ee ii 
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ATHENS COURT SENTENCES BISHOP 
FOR DEFYING GOVERNMENT 


(Athens ) - An Athens court has given Bishop Chrysostomos of Piraeus a suspended 
sentence of two months imprisonment on charges of illegally performing administrative 
duties. 


It was the first civil court conviction of an Orthodox prelate in history. .The 
court said the illegal functions carried out by the bishop included the signing 
of birth, death, and marriage certificates. 


Bishop Chrysostomos was one of the 51 so-called "rebel bishops" who in November 
voted the election of new bishops and permitted the transfer of others, including 
himself, to vacant dioceses. 


The government declared the action void and said that no such transfers would be 
legal until Parliament reviewed the whole question of church administration and 
finances, The bishop was among those who ignored the order. 


It is thought possible other bishops will face trial within a short time on the 
same charges. EPS, Geneva 


EXTREME MEASURES TO BREAK MORALE 
USED IN RHODESIAN CAMPS, BCC CHARGES 


(London) —.The British Council of Churches charged in a statement issued here 
that the Smith regime in Rhodesia is using “execssively harsh" and “extreme” 
measures in restriction camps "in its attempt to break the morale of restricted 
Africans", 


Issued in association with the Conference of British Missionary Societies, the 
statement charged that growing evidence from reliable sources indicated the tmethods 
of police tyranny are now wide-spread, 


It said indications of this are given in the fact that no minister of religion 
has been permitted to visit those restricted at the camp at Gonagudzingwa for 
noarly oa year. 


It said the Anglican Bishop of Mashonaland has been negotiating with government 
officials for permission to visit this camp since last May, but haf now received 
a last and final refusal, 


"This denial of pastoral visitation is done in the name of a regime claiming to 
safeguard Christian civilization", the statement declared. 


It said that.in one camp restricted Africans are confined to a small hut out in 

the bush, surrounded by barbed wire, heavily guarded and with are lights shining 
all night. In another camp they are allowed no reading matter and no news poate 
outside. Relatives, even wives, are not told where they are, 


The statement gsaid:"In what is now'an every day occurrence a good-living, hard- 
working African was taken into custody by the police in December, and kept in 
prison for a month without any charge being made against him and then released 
with no explanation. During that time the prison authorities refused to allow. 
a Bible sent in for his use, and also refused permission for some special food 
to be sent to him on Christmas Day. The conditions of overcrowding, lack of. 
sanitation and washing facilities were appalling," 


The British Government has given assurance in Parliament that missionary societies 
and overseas charities working in Rhodesia will be allowed financial help from 
Britain during the present emergency. 
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Britain has imposed complete economic sanctions upon Rhodesia, following the 
unilateral declaration of independence by the white majority Smith government 
last year. 


The government said that mission bodies will be permitted to send to Rhodesia 
75 per cent of last year's remittances and "once-for-all" cash gifts of up to 


$700, 


A statement issued by four British Missionary societies said it considered the 
level of these remittances to be "reasonable and fair". It said it did not 

want those in relation with the church to be given special privileges, but that 

“at the same time we believe| the pastoral care exercised by the Church in a time 

of spiritual tension and Her service to African education form a vital contribution 
to the future peace of Rhodesia," 


The statement was issued by the London Missionary Society, the Methodist Missionary 
Society, the United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH JOINT APPEAL FOR INDIA 
FAMINE RAISES $4,998,600 IN ONE DAY 


(Rotterdam) — A combined nationwide appeal throughout the Netherlands in which 
all churches - Protestant, Old Catholic, and Roman Catholic ~— joined with secular 
organisations and the five major TV and Radio networks brought a response in one 
day of 18,000,000 Guilders ($4, 998, 600) for famine victims in India, 


This is equal to 1s suilders for every man, woman and child in the country. 
Further contributions are likely to be received before the accounts are finally 
closed. The largest sum previously collected in the Netherlands was 22,000,000 
guilders ($6,109, 400) and this was after a long campaign to raise funds for 
restoring war-—damaged churches. 


On Saturday, February 19, every church in the Netherlands was open between 11 a.n. 
and 1 p.m. to receive contributions from members of the congregations after the 
effort had been publicised in special radio and television programmes and news 
bulletins, 


Karlier, after two newspapers gave pubkicity to the appeal, 100,000 guilders 
($27,770) was received from their readers within 12 hours of making the announce- 


ment, 
* * % 


In the USA officials of the National Council of Churches and of Roman Catholic 
agencies pledged full co-operation in the appeal by the World Council of Churches 
and Vatican officials to synchronize appeals and programmes for aid to famine 
victims in India and Africa. The WCC has asked its members for $3,000,000 for 
a three-year aid programme in India and $50,000 for famine victims in Southern, 
Central and Hast Africa. 


Dr. David M. Stowe, head of the NCC's Division of Overseas Ministries and Bishop 
Edward Swanstrom, executive director of Catholic Relief Services of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, declared in a joint statement that the tremendous | 


need and suffering of the millions of hungry makes "the Christian churches conscienc 
bound in justice and charity to raise our collective voices on their behalf". 


The Australian Council of Churches has announced a nationwide appeal for funds 
to purchase powdered milk for India. The Council has already made a grant of 
$10,000 for this purpose from its emergency reserve funds. 


’ TheSyiss Protestant Federation has allocated the sum of Ir,100,000 ( $23, 000) from 


its Bread for the Neighbour campaign forthe World Council of Churches'use in India. 


In New Delhi, the National Council of Churches and Roman Catholic authorities have 
announced they Mer po rpeaiaate efforts to fit the famine. EPS, Geneva 


* 
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KENYA STARVATION 
THREAT REAL 


(Nairobi) — An official of the Christian Council of Kenya has 
reported that the threat of starvation is very real to many of 
the nation's peoples. 


Mr, Timothy Wamunyokole reported to CCK officials that visits in 
distressed areas had convinced him additional need is urgently 
required. 


The CCK now operates famine relief programmes in six districts. 
The World Council of. Churches has issued an appeal for $50,000 
-for Southern, Central, and Bast Africa. — BPS, Geneva 


ITALIAN COURT ACQUITS TWO FOR 
DEFENSE OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 


(Rome) - An Italian criminal court has acquitted a priestand the 
editor of a communist journal , which published an article by 
him, of charges that they illegally defended conscientious 
objection to military service. 


The trial which began last October 30th of Father Lorenzo Milani 
and editor Luca Pavolini ended with the judgement that they were 
Mot punishable inasmuch as the act attributed to them does not 
constitute a crime". 


The verdict contrasted with the sternness of Italian militaby courts 
towards the objectors themselves. Two Catholic objectors were sent 
to prison last year, and a third, a university lecturer who returned 
his Air Force uniform ten days before the end of his term of service, 
is now on trial in Rome, EPS, Geneva 


WORLD ORGANISATION OF 
FAITHS IS URGED 


(Paris) - Some 200 prominent menbers of the Christian, Jewish, Moslem, 
Hindu, Buddhist and other faiths from many parts-of the world meeting here 
last week for the Second Congress of the World Alliance of Religions heard 
a plea that all religions join to form an organisation which would be the 
religious equivalent of the United Nations, 


Rabbi André Zaoui, director of the International Institute of Hebrew Studies, 

_ told the Congress such an organisation would work for the rapprochment of 
all peoples on the moral and spiritual level by developing the basic 

principle they all share, namely — respect and love for one's neighbour, 


Pastor Albert Gaillard, general secretary of the Reformed Church of France, 
in his speech stressed the unique and decisive character of the person. of 
Christ for all Christians. The oman Catholic journal La Croix underlined 
the danger of syncretism which would threaten such an organisation. 

EPS, Geneva. 
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This year Orthodox churches will celebrate Easter on Sunday, April 10, 
1966, the same date as;that observed by churches-in the West. Every 
few years the Eastern and Western Easter coincides, but.not ina 
fixed pattern. In other years the Eastern celebration always follows 
the Western, 


A proposal for a worldwide Methodist observance in 1966 of the 20th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and a eall 
for creative action by Methodists now to achieve human rights for all 
Americans were sounded at a Training Conference for Volunteers in 
Areas of Racial Tension, held under the Methodist Church auspiees at 
Frogmore, S.C. (USA). The conference sought to prepare participants 
for work in their local areas as "reconciling and expediting agents 
in situations of racial tension", 


Metropolitan Antony Bashir of Brooklyn, N.Y., head of the Syrian 
Antiochian Orthodox Church of North America and a strong advocate 

of Christian unity died unexpectedly in Boston, Mass., (USA) at the 
age of 67 on February 15th. The Lebanon-born prelate, who came to 
the U.S. in 1922, headed the Syrian Orthodox Church of North America. 
since.1936. Under the spiritual jurisdiction of the Patriarch of 
Antioch in Lebanon, the church has some 115,000 members, 


Union Theological Seminary and the Roman Catholic Fordham University 
in New York will launch a cooperative programme in September designed 
to expand and strengthen graduate courses in theology.. The programme 
initially calls for an exchange of professors, mutual acceptance of 
academic credit for courses taken in either institution, library 
borrowing privileges for doctoral students, and faculty aid to 
students preparing doctoral theses. 


For the first time in the Netherlands the separate Catholic and 
Protestant broadcasting companies will carry the same series of 
sermons during Lent. . vad 
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The Rabbinical Council of America,. which represents some 1,500,000 
American Jews has adopted a resolution urging Jews to avoid public 
debates with Christians on guestions of doctrine and ritual. Christians 
and Jews. should join forces for humanitarian causes, the Council said, 
but they should not engage in dialogues about their, faith which center 
on such "private themes" as the individual's personal relation to God. 


The multi-racial Christian Institute of Southern Africa receives 
40%: of its income from churches and church organizations in the 
Netherlands, Germany, Britain, Sweden and the USA,, Institute 
director Dr. Beyers Naude has reported. He said most of the money 
is being. used for work among independent South African churches 
which have traditionally shunned contact with the larger churches, 


The Archbishop of Canterbury has accepted an invitation to visit 
the Serbian Orthodox Church in Belgrade for two or three days 
towards the end of April. 


A group called Agnostics adoption Society, with headquarters in. 
London, has'issued an urgent appeal for funds to stabilize. them— 
selves as a viable organization, to arrange adoptions on “a secular - 
basis", 


In Ruanda, for the first time an ecumenical meeting has been 

held in the. language of the country — Kinyarwanda, "The Christian  ~ 
Sunday" was the theme studied for two days by ee sae Presbyterian, 
Baptist, and Roman Catholic participants. 


In Leopoldville Roman Catholic and Protestant professors of 
theology from Lovanium and from the Free University of the Congo 
took part in a day of prayer for unity, and conversations.:.-It 
was the first time that doctrinal problems had heen studied ins 
an ecumenical way in Leopoldville. 

(Kipa) 


Theological professors from 16 institutions in Southern Africa 
have held a three-week meeting at Roma, Basutoland to discuss 
problems of theological training. Participants came from the 
Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, Congregational, Moravian,and Roman 
Catholic Churches, 
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A second bookmobile has been added by Liproka (the interdenoninational 
Protestant bookstore of Kasai): to serve the capital city of Luluabourg and 
the Central Congo region, Liproka bookmobiles distribute Bibles, hymnals, 

- commentaries and Scripture portions in 40 population centres scattered over 

_ 1,600 miles of road. Sales. have totalled $54,000 since 1962 with 10,000 ~ 
to 20,000 pieces sold each month, and thousands of Scriptures distributed 
free. 


* oe * 


As part of a "pilgrimage toward a united church", participants in the USA 
Consultation on Church Union (COCU) have agreed to organise pulpit exchanges 
and interchurch group study in the 50 states this spring. Sunday, 24 April 
has been designated as Consultation on Church Union Sunday. Seven major 
U.S. church bodies participate in the consultation. 


* * * 


Vise-president Hubert H. Humphrey will be the featured speaker at a dinner 
culminating a day-long "conversation" by some 300 participants on February 
25, marking the 25th anniversary of the founding of Christianity and Crisis, 
a Protestant journal of opinion published in New York. Conversation theme 
will be "The Crisis Character of Modern Society". 


* * * 


Faculty.delegates from 21 Protestant and nine Roman Catholic major seminaries 
-in the USA’have agreed to establish a news letter designed to increase co- 
operation and joint endeavours among the schools and their teachers and © 
seminarians. 


* ie * 


In Norway a commission to investigate "the needs and possibilities for 
reform so that the (national Lutheran) church can better fulfil its task | 
among our people" has been appointed by the council of the Voluntary Church 
Assembly. ; 


* * * 


A Church of Scotland minister, the Rev. James Maitland, and a Scottish 
Episcopal priest, the Rev. Brian Hardy, have been commissioned for service 
in the new town of Livingston at a joint service in the Kirk of Calder,. 
Midcalder. The Church of Scotland will share their proposed new church in 
Livingston with the Scottish Episcopal congregation. 


* * * 


A world conference of Hindu religious leaders in Allahabad, India, has 
concluded that the most urgentneed of the modern day is to re-convert persons 
who have joined other religions, notably Christianity and Islam. About 
25,000 delegates from a dozen nations attended the three-day conference and 
heard Christianity denounced as a "credal religion" offering a. "quack!s 
panacea" in contrast to Hinduism, which, it said, "provides each individual 
with a path of spiritual life suited to his individual needs". 


oa %* 
In the Congo, student enrollment was increased during the current acadenic 


year in Presbyterian-related schools by 63 per cent. Statistics show 
71,370 students enrolled during 1965, as compared with 44,301 in 1964, 


* * i 
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Pastor Martin Niemoller hes finally been granted a visa to visit South Africa 
this year. The World Council of Churches co-president. and former head of 

the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau applied for the visa early in November. 
South Africa's Department of the Interior claimed that the long delay was 
"customary" rather than exceptional. Pastor Niemoller is scheduled to visit 
church leaders and communities in cities throughout the country. 


* * % 


English Methodists opposed to the scheme for union with the Church of England 
have met.in Derbyshire and approved a detailed statement of their objections. 
‘The first objection listed was that union would "take Methodism out of the 
Protestant stream and put it into the Catholic". 


% * ¥ ; 

Prayers of thanksgiving have been said in ohurch services in many parts of 

South Africa for rain whaoh has eased the Roun Ere worst drought of the 

century. 4 eS 
ri eae ET 


Five U.S. ebarcues have approved plans for a cooperatively sponsored ninistry/ 
a new community tc be developed in Orange Gounty, north of New York City.: 
Participating in plans, which call for an experimental project which it is 
hoped will eventually lead to a single church, perhaps within three years, 

are the Lutheran Church in America, the Methodist Church, the Reformed 

Church in America, the United Church of Christ, and the United Presbyterian 
Church, ; 


* * * 


Pope Paul VI has abolished the Curia office that compiles the Roman Catholic 
Church's index of forbidden books. The office - known as the Section’ for 
the Censure of Books - was omitted in the listings of the 1966 pontifical 
yearbook issued last week. The listing made official a broad revision of 
the Vatican's old Holy Office, successor of the Inquisition, that Pope Paul 
ordered December 7 - the day before the closing of the Second Renee 
Council. 


~ x - 
The’ Roman Catholic Charitable Bureau of the Archdiocese of Boston, Mass-, 
(USA), has instituted a new policy whereby "mixed marriage" couples are 
permitted, for the first time, to apply for adoptive children through: its- 
agencicse 


* * * 


An Institute of Rewenien to help ieee’ scholarly leadership in under- 
standing and implementing the 16 documents-of the Second Vatican Council 
will be established in the Fall by the Roman Catholic University of America 
in Washington, D.C. EPS, Geneva. 
ie ie % % 
CORRECTION, Behe 2 story. ps with the Consultation on Church Union in 
the USA published in EPS no. dot beter 10) it was stated that the General 
Council of the Amcrican Ba Ry Convention "voting 37-2 ..+ endorsed a 
recommendation from an eight-—member committee to stay out of. the Consultation 
as,a full. party to the talks", This was incorrect. The vote was 26-13 . 
against full participation. A second action was taken by a vote of 37-2 


that ABC continue to have observer-consultant relationship. EPS regrets 
the error. 
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DANISH CHURCHES SEND 
11 MILLION VITAMIN PILLS TO INDIA 


(Copanhagen) - Bleven million vitamin pills and three tons of powdered 
milk sent by Danish Inter—Church Aid to famine victims in India left 
here Monday (February 28) via chartered plane in response to an appeal 
made by the World Council of Churches. 


The vitamin pill cargo, which weighed seven tons, was assembled in a 
frantic last-minute change of plans after Danish ICA officials on Sunday 
received word from Indian church officials that vitamin pills were more 
helpful in meeting needs than powdered milk. Originally it had been 
planned to send only three and a half million vitamin pills, and make 

up the remainder of the cargo with the milk powder. 


Danish ICA officials immediately got in touch with the three major 
Damish pharmaceutical firms who worked round-the-clock to provide the. 
extra vitamin pills required to complete the cargo of the DC—6B. 


The cable from officials of Corags, the relief and rehabilitation agency 
of the National Christian Council of India, said that in cooperation ~~ 
with Indian government officials arrangements had been made for immediate 
distribution of the pills to the worst famine areas and the "most vul~ 
nerable" persons in these areas. 


In Copsnhagen Danish customs officials helped expedite the shipments by 
cutting to a minimum the red tape usually connected with large shipments. 
The loading and plane departure were widely covered by Danish press, 
redio and TV and on arrival in New Delhi there was an official reception 
by Indian government and Corags officials. 


Travelling on. the plane were Pastor Viggo Mollerup, head of Danish ICA, 
and Mr. John Taylor, photographer of the World Council of Churches. In? 
the.first 3 dnys. of this week Danish ICA.received.a tatal cquivalént of 
#31,000 from the churches to go towards financing the shipment. ‘“Addit- 
ional amount are expected which. may possibly double this figrre 

ae cee. bie EPS GENEVA 
SOUTHERN BAPTISTS PRACTICE 
ON RACE SEEN BEHIND STATEMENTS pete ct) | 


(Nashville) ~. Southern Baptists have made great progress in pronouncements 
regarding a Christian view of race relations, but the denomination's prac 
tice is entirely too far behind its pronouncements, a Baptist seminary 

professor said here. / 


C. W. Soudder, professor of Christian ethics at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Forth Worth, Texas, in a paper presented to to the 
church's Advisory Council for Work with Negroes, deolared that "Southern 
Baptists have been called activists...but in dealing with the race problem, 
we continue to be reactionaries". 


He. added, however, that the denomination is changing from a seotional to 
a national denomination, and that many Southern Baptist churches have 
Negro members as well as those of other races. 


"We are no longer a completely white denomination, if we ever were, and 
many of our people won the victory long ago over their racial prejudice," 
he said. However, he added that he did not believe people would ever be 
ready to welcome Negroes into their church as members until they are 
ready to welcome them into the neighbourhood as neighbours. 

EPS GENEVA 
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CARITAS PLEDGES HCUMENICAL 
‘COOPERATION IN MEETING FAMINE NEEDS 


(Paris) - The président of Caritas Internationalist, the worldwide 
Roman Catholic relief agency, has given full Gundor to proposals 

.for cooperation among church agencies for meeting famine needs in 
India- 


In a communiqué issued here Mgr. Rhodain, declared that "at this 
moment when. the whole world is trying to help India...within the 
Christian family people ere as‘last joining hands in order to give 
better service to others.... Caritas Internationalist participates 
in this whole-heartedly and asks all its members to cooperate in 
this spirit of ecumenical charity". 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in 

Geneva earlier this month called upon its members churches! adid.. 

agencies to synchronize relief appeals and programmes with those 

of the Roman Catholic Church for famine victims in India and Africa. 
EPS GENEVA 


WEST GERMAN COURT RULING ON 
SCHOOL PRAYERS CHALLENGED 


(Wiesbaden) -~ A recent ruling by the Supreme Court of the West German 
state of Hesse limiting prayer in public schools was challenged in a 
petition filed with the Federal Court here by the parents of a school- 
age child. é 


Dr. and Mrs. Rambow of Frankfurt said the ruling is a-misinterpretation 
of the state constitution which guarantees freedom of belief and liberty 
of worship. It asked the court to clarify whether religious liberty 

was truly present if this lberty for the majority was restricted by the 
negative religious freedom of a single individual. 


In November the court, acting on the appeal of another Frankfurt couple, 
ruled that prayers should not be said in state supported schools except 
in periods set aside specifically for religious instructions. ‘It ‘said 
this was in line with constitutional guarantees that no one can be 
forced against his will to take part in a religious exercise and that 

to require a child to join in morning prayers was a violation of his 
right, . 


The argument that not to have morning prayers deprived other children 

of their right to practise their religion was fallacious, the Court 

said, as these children have ample opportunity to io so at other times 
; EPS GENEVA 


DUTCH RC, REFORMED CHURCHES 
PLAN JOINT STUDY GROUP 


(Haarlem) - Officials of the Netherlands Reformed Church have expressed 
‘their readiness to cooperate fully with a proposal of the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Haarlem that a joint study group be established to consider 
questions of mutual interest. A letter by Reformed officials to Bishop 
JeA-Ee van Dodewaard said they welcomed his proposal that the churches 
examine together possibilities of Christian cooperation in line with 
directives of the Second Vatican Councile Bishop Dodewaard in his pro- 
posal had expressly suggested that such a group should look at common 

seh aitave problems such as those of mixed marriages. BPS CENEVA 
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ADMIT.CHINA 20 UN, 
USA CHURCHES URGE 


Ste Louis) - The General Board of the National Council of Churches 
USA) in session here went on record in favour of admitting the 
People's Republic of China to membership in the United Nations. 


The policy-making Board in a resolution passed 90 - 5, with one 
abstention, declared: "We realise that the People's Republic of China 
is in a state of ‘ommunist development and nationalist reassertion 
which makes her outspokenly agressive toward some of her neighbours 
and at present time an opponent of peageful co-existance with the 
nonwcommunist world. We oppose both these trends." . 


Nevertheless, it continued: "The United States should "without pre- 
judice to its own policy concerning diplomatic recognition and under 
conditions which take into account the welfare, security and political 
status of Taiwan" develop "a new policy of support" for the seating of 
China in the United Nations. 


The Board also urged all US churches to seek every opportunity for 
communication and contact with churches in China, urged the USA 
"nublically and unilateraliy"' to take steps to free travel between 
the USA and China, permit the sale of food and other nonstrategic | 
items to China (as do Canada and Britain), bring China into dis— 
armament negotiations, and aid the people of China’ by suggesting 
areas of technical cooperation and exchange of information on such 
topics as food production, family plamning,and water development. 


Inanother session. the General Board reaffirmed an earlier statement 
on Vietnam and called on the Administration to "do everything it can" 
to assure that all parties to the conflict, including the National 


Liberation Front, take part in negotiations." It also: 


- Authorised creation of a new Advisory Committee on Peace to estab-— 
lish a "definitive" peace programme, It said the Committee should co-— 
operate and coordinate, where possible with the World Council of 
‘Churches, Roman Catholic, Jewish groups and other agencies secking 
peace. 


- Called for new tougher policies by government, business, and 
religious groups in dealing with South Africa. It said this should «- 
include a "policy of disoouragement" of trade and investment in South 
Africa rather than the "present policy of encouragement". This state= 
ment adopted by 94 to 4 also expressed opposition to Rhodesia's 
unilateral declaration of independence. 


- Issued a statement strongly supporting the right of citizens to 
dissent "particularly in time of war or national emergency when civil 
liberties are threatened by strong pressures to present a united front." 
While some forms of dissent "are or may seem extreme", said the state- 
ment adopted by a 92 — 0 vote, such criticism is "a valuable’ contri- 
bution in providing correctives to judgements of majorities". 


- Urged Christians of all its member churches to observe a day of 
fasting with prayers of intercession and sacrificial giving for . 
famine victims in India. 


EPS GENEVA 
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EFFORTS TO END SPLIT 
IN CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA 


(London) - The Church Missionary Society here has issued a statement 
pointing to dangers fading the stability of the Church of South India, 
the pioneer venture in Christian reunion formed in 1947 by 4 union of 
Anglicans, Methodists, Congregationalists and Presbyterians. 


It said that in the church's diocese of Madhya Kerala a "serious dan— 
ger has arisen of a breakaway of 'backward class! Christiard'. This 
group is now reported to be in the process of forming an "Independent 
Anglican Church". 


The CMS statement said the breakaway is being spurred by tre Inter- 
national Council of Christian Churches, which, it desoribed as "a 
body opposed to the World Council of Churches'," 


It said the "breakaway leaders have issued circulars designed to stir 
memories of the origins of Christian work in their area through the 
Church Missionary Society," although CMS has had no connection with 
the schism and "deplores its creation". 


The Church of South India has set up an independent Commission to 
inquire into the problem, and the Archbishop of Canterbury, has sent 
a former missionary, the Rev. Geoffrey Paul, to India in efforts to 
end the split. 


The leaders of the breakaway church have announced that on March 10 
there will be an ordination of 20 new presbyters and that the ordin- 
ation will be held by "an Anglican bishop from America". The CMS said 
that "it is understood that the ordinations may be performed by some- 
one who claims to be an Anglican bishop, but who is not in fact a. 
bishop whose orders are acknowledgelby the Anglican Church". The 
numbers of supporters of the breakaway church has been estimated at 
about 1,000. ° 

EPS GENEVA 


UNIAT CHURCH TO RECOGNIZE 
MIXED MARRIAGES WITH ORTHODOX 


(Beirut) ~ The governing Synod of the Melkite Catholic Church of 
Antioch, one of the Uniat churches, has announced that henceforth it 
will recognize all marriages between its members and members of 
Orthodox. churches, even if the marriage was consecrated according to 
the Orthodox rite. 


A statement by Patriarch Maximos Saigh also announced that the Synod 
has approved proposals to open conversations with Orthodox churches 
as well as with other Uniat churches to discuss,.common:concernse It 
said these would include the possibilities of deciding on a fixed date 
for Easter, and the question of members of Uniat churches receiving 
the Sacraments from Orthodox priests. Cae 


Uniat churches are those churches of Eastern Christendom which-are in 
common with Rome, but retain their respective languages, rites, and 


canon—lLawe 
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YMCA LEADERS MAP 
FUTURE WORK 


(Geneva) - Leaders of the World Alliance of YMCA's meeting here last 
week outlined future plans for work around the world during the next 
five years. Theyplaced special emphasis on the enlistment and train- 
ing of leaders for the Alliance's more than eighty national movements. 


Basing their decisions on broad guidlines developed by the Alliance's 
Fourth World Council held in Japan last year, executive members of the 
standing Committees and the President's Committee approved a chart of — 
work, which included, the world movement's major tasks in the period 
until the next Assembly, the following: leading the world-wide movement 
in giving fresh emphasis to its Christian purpose; assistance to the 
development of plans for the education and training of both lay leaders 
and professional secretaries; planning and coordination in relation to 
intermovement cooperation on extension; providing opportunity for the 
member Alliances to study and work together to strengthen their pro- 
grammes for international understanding and friendship, for racial 
understanding and for the promotion of equality of treatment for peoples 
of all races, nationalities, and ethnic groups. 


Newly-elected President James Donnell II presided. A feature of the. ~ 
meeting was an address by Sir Frank Willis of the U.K. who spoke on the 
reecumenical implications of the Second Vatical Council for the world 
movement. : ; 

EPS GENEVA 


COMMISSION REPORTS PROGRESS 
ON N.Z. CHURCH UNION 


(Auckland) ~ The Joint Commission on Church Union, representing five 
New Zealand churches, has announced agreement on the doctrine of Holy 
Communion = although there are differences of practice still to be 
"harmonized" - and on proposals to coordinate all extension work and 
to appoint a joint board of theological studies. 


Work is already in progress toward preparation of an agreed syllabus, 
and it is hoped that by 1968 there will be available for college stu- 
dents of the five denominations examinations for the Licentiate in 
Theologye+ 


Denominations represented on the joint commission are the Anglican, 
Presbyterian, and Methodist Churches, the Congregational Union, and 
the Associated Churches of Christ. : 


Anglican Bishop Henry W. Baines of Wellington, presenting a report 
from the Committee on the Sacraments, said no insuperable theological 
barrier to union had been found in the question of Holy Communion. 


Barriers of practite were discussed at length in the commission, 

and will be further discussed in the light of the dootrine of the 
ministry and the meaning of Confirmation. The commission's next 

session is scheduled in August. 
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COLOMBIAN PRIEST WHO BECAME 
REVOLUTIONARY SLAIN IN CLASH WITH ARMY 


(Bogata) Camilo Torres, a thirty-seven year old Roman Catholic priest who 
was redused to the status of layman at his request so he could take an 
active part in politics, was shot and killed by government troops in the 
mountains of northeast Colombia, 


Torres,a sociologist and former university professor, had declared that 
revolution was the only way to secure social justiee in Colombia. In January 
he announced he had become a guerrilla and joined the anti-government National 
Army of Liberation. He said then he would fight the government until "libera- 
tion ... or death". He was killed while taking part in a guerilla ambush of 
government troops. ; 


When news of his death reashed Bogata and Cali students rioted in the streets 
shouting "Liberation or Death". Army units were ealled out to prevent serious 
incidents. 


According to the National Catholic Welfare Conference news service the 
Colombian government has sought to silence a Roman Catholic priest who made 
a radio talk critical of the slaying. 


It said Communications Minister Alfredo Riascos made public a letter sant 
Luis Cardinal Coneha of Bogata asking that "pertinent measures" be taken 
against Father Eduardo Arango, OFM, Father Arango declared in his talk 

that both the church and state must bear the blame for the slaying, He said 
members of the church were guilty "from the moment when they ousted him from 
the Cardinal's residence, afterwards persecuting him like a rat, closing all 
good roads before him," Chureh officials, reportedly, have not directly 
answered the Minister's letter. ‘i 


Last September Father Torres took part in a meeting on Church and Society 
held at Barranquilla, under auspices of Latin American Protestant churches, 
He was reported to have had strong contacts with Protestant social reformers, 


Last week the Roman Catholic hierarchy of Colombia told citizens that have 
a moral obligation to vote in crucial elections stating in March, but said 
they must not vote for oommunists or others "who eulogize violence or 
threaten to destroy the social order." The order was interpreted as a 
warning to followers of Torres. EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN JOURNAL 
SCORES FRENCH CHURCHES' APPEAL 


(Johannesburg) Die Kerkbode, official organ of the Dutch Reformed Churon in 
South Africa, has described as "dumbfounding" an appeal by the French 
Protestant Federation to the French government that it cut off shipments 

of planes and weapons to South Africa and Rhodesia. 


"We do not anticipate that churches will appeal to their governments to 
declare war," the statement said, "but they can poison public, opinion to 


such an extent that they encourage a belligerent spirit". 
EPS, Geneva 
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REVISION OF SPANISH 
CONCORDAT URGED 


(Madrid) - Two Spanish Roman Catholic leaders have urged revision of 
Spain's 1953. concordat with the Holy See in order to guarantee complete - : 
religious liberty in Spain. ' ; 


Bishop Hauro Rubio Repulles of Salamarca in an interview in a daily 
newspaper published in Valladolid, said that "the concordat will have to 

be adjusted to the protection of the religious freedom of persons and 
communities, not only privately, but publicly, which the (Vatican Council's) 
Declaration on religious liberty acknowledges." 


He said revision. was also required in order to.allow the church control 
of "the full process of the creation of bishops. The concordat con- 
tinues the tradition under which the government nominates bishops. 


A similar view was expressed by Father Amadeo de Fuenmayer of the 
Pontifical University of Pamplona who told a press conference following 
a lecture in Madrid that it is necessary to abolish or amend present 
regulations which limit non-Roman Catholic activities to a "private 
sphere". ‘ 


He said that it was necessary for the Catholic Church to "dissipate" | 
the nation, still current among non-Catholics, that the Church advocated 
religious liberty only when it was in the minority or ina position of 
political or legal inferiority. 

Hibs’ cuneva 


EVANGELICAL. SUDETEN GERMANS 
OPPOSE EKID!S BORDER STAND 


(Kirnbach) - The Federation of Evangelical Sudeten Germans, meeting ~ 
here repudiated the statement in which leaders of the Evangelical Church: 
- in Germany (EKiD) urged West Germany to consider recognition of the 
present German-Polish border as permanent. Sudeten Germans are those 
who. formerly lived in Czechoslovakia. 


However, in an official answer to the statement, which has stirred up 
considerable controversy, the Federation stressed that.all border questions 
could be settled only by a peace treaty. It warned especially against 
accepting wrongs and injustice as an accomplished fact because "this 

would mean creating precedents for turning genocide, Pech expulsion 
into legitimate methods of politics. 


This was a reference principally to the hundreds of thousands of Germans 


expelled from the areas of East Germany annexed by Poland after World 
War II. 


The Federation said that frm the point of view of the Christian Gospel | 

it was "inadmissible" that "institutionally and socially saturated . 
groups appointed themselves to sit in judgement on the expellees by : 
_ trying to interpret their expulsion as a divine punishment (on Germany) 
and to pressure the expellees into a renunciation of their political and - 
human rights as an alleged atonement forwrongs for which all, not only 
the expellees, are equally responsible. | 


"Moreover," the Federation added, "nobody is called by the Gospel to urge 
“renunciation of a homeland in order. to obtain political advantages’ at the 
cost of the expellees." . 


EPS GENEVA 
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SUDAN PRIME MINISTER 
CHALLENGES WCC STATEMENT 


(Khartoum) — Mr. Muhammad Mahgoub, Prime Minister of the Sudan has 
sharply citiciced. a World Council of Churches resolution asking that 
steps be taken to hely remedy the suffering of the population in the 
southern Sudan and to ensure the exercise of religious freedom. 


The Prime Minister, noting that he based his statement on press ree 

ports and had not yet received the full text of the resolution, said 

that it was "regrettable |to see organisations such as the World 

Council of Churches fall a prey to deception and to adopt a stand 
such. as that adopted in Geneva." 


He declared: "We ask the WCC to investigate whether in the modern 

history of the Sudan there has been one Christian who has been ex- 
posed to the simplest kind of persecution because of his religious 
beliefs", 


The Prime Minister's statement apparently referred to the speech 
moving the resolution made by Pastor Jean Kotto, head of the Evan- 
gelical Church of the Cameroun. In this motion Pastor Kotto referred 
to "massacres" in the southern Sudan and called the present situation 
a "war" caused not anly by racial, but religious tensions. He esti- 
mated 100,000 refugees have fled the southern Sudan to neighbouring 
countries. 


Similar reports have also been issued by the Church Missionary Society, 
London, and other groups baved on reports received from church officials 
still in the area. They have described mass burnings, executions, and 
pillaging of villages. (EPS No. 36) 


The WCC resolution referred to "the tragie situation" in the southern 
Sudan and asked that the WCC's Commission of the Churches in Inter- 
national Affairs, "in consultation with the All Africa Conference of 
Churches, continue to take all appropriate steps, including approches 
to governemnts, so that an end may be put to the suffering of the 
population on the southern Sudan and the exercise of religious free- 
dom be engezred". It did not specifically single out "Christians" as 
suffering special hardships. 
¥ * 

Last week in Khartoum the president of Sudan's ruling UMMA Party 
Sadig el Mahdi, speaking on the topic "Africa should embrace Islam", 
declared that there is a "conspiracy in Hast Africa alleging that 
Sudanese southerners are differens from Northerners and as such nust 
project their own way. Imperalists have been trying to show that 
Africa north of the Sahara is Arab and South of the Sahara is Africa. 


The Southern Sudanese newspaper Vigilant commented that the statement 
"confirms what we have always believed, that the North Arab Sudanese 
and the Khartoum government want to Arabicize and Islamise the South". 
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LETTERS SUPPORT PLEA 
FOR MODERN LITURGY 


(London) - The Church Times published here reports that hundred of 
letters have flooded the London University chaplaincy headquarters, 
Bloomsbury, following the publication of a. letter from the Anglican 
chaplain and his four assistants urging production of a liturgy in. 
the vernacular. 


It said .many:of the letters represented entire parishes "and not the 
derelict parishes either" and that considerable support had come from 
school chaplains. . 


However, the Anglican Chaplain, Prebendary Gordon Phillips, reported 
to The Times that "not one bishop, archdencon or member of the theo- 
logical academic world has supported me. This shows how completely 
shut off they are from a vital matter of adcial and not ecclesiastical 
criticism". 


The chaplains letter had complained about "the maddening insensitivity 
of liturgical purists and literary aesthetes to the social realities 
of the day". . 


EPS GENEVA 
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The Canadian Lutheran Council has held its 13th and final annual meeting in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, amidst plans for a new and more representative inter- 
Lutheran agency which is slated to begin operations next January. CLC has 
served as co-operative agency composed of territorial units of the Lutheran 
Church in America and the American Lutheran Church, Scheduled to succeed 

it is the Lutheran Council in Canada, an agency for the member bodies of 
the present organization as well as for the three Lutheran Church-—Missouri 


Synod districts which together are known as the Lutheran Church-Canada. 


* % * 


A recent educational survey of Christian schools in Japan shows that there 
are 340,000 Japanese students in Christian schools. Of this number, about 
132,000 are in Roman Catholio schools and the remainder in Protestant schools. 


* *% * 


The national Bible Society of Nigeria was officially inaugurated at Enugu 
on February 8. All the churches*and missions of Nigeria, including the 
Roman. Catholic Church, are cooperating in the new Society. The work pre- 
viously was organized mainly by the British and Foreign Bible Society. 


* * * 


The National Lutheran Council (USA) has taken final steps to end the 
administrative re onsibility it assumed early in World War II for support 
to former German missions in Tanzania, Under approved plans- responsibility 
for the programme will be transferred to the Lutheran Church in Americats 
Board of World Missions and the newly-created Tanzania Assistance Committee, 
The transfer will become effective.in January, 1967. 


* * * , 
some part of the Bible has now been translated and published in 1,250 
languages and dialects, the United Bible Societies report. Although phere 


are estimated to be over 1,000 distinct languages in which no part of the. 


Bible as yet exists, the ae, represents languages spoken by some 97% of 
the world!s population. Complete Bibles have been published in 237 major 
languages spoken by over 90% of the world's population. 


* * * 


A military 2ourt in Rome has senteced Fabrizio Fabbrini, a conscientious 
Objector, to a year and eight months! imprisonment for aggravated dis- 
Obedici.ce, insubordination, and instigation of military crimes, The case has 
been regarded as an important step toward defining the legal status of 
donscientious objection in Italy. An assistant university lecturer, Fabbrini 
is only the third Roman Catholic to be tried on charges arising out of 
conscientious objection. To avoid the impression that he wished to dodge 

the hardships of military life, he waited until ten days before his release 
before he handed in his uniform with a letter explaining his motives. 
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The weekly news bulletin of the Roman Catholic Archdioceseof Atlanta Ga. 
(USA) has upheld the right of the State of Georgia to enact legislation | 
providing for voluntary sterilisation and family planning, although 
stressing that both are contrary to Catholic teaching. The Georgia Bulletin, 
supported recent bills enacted by the Legislation noting that they recogn- 
ised the moral beliefs of minorities and safeguarded individual rights. 


* * * 


The Rev. William H, Dubay, the 31-year-old Catholic priest who had announced 
plans earlier to unionise the nation!s priests, was suspended Friday by 
James Francis Cardinal McIntyre, Archbishop of Los Angeles. Father Dubay 
said he planned to fight the suspension through an ecclesiastical triak. and, 
if that failed, through civil courts, Earlier he had clashed with the 
Chancery over his criticism of Cardinal McIntyr's policies on racial issues. 


* * * 


In New York a Lutheran pastor, a Roman Catholic priest, and a rabbi joined 
in tolling the bell of St. Mark!s-in-the-Bouwerie Episcopal Church as a 
symbolic gesture to mourn the dead in Vietnam and to protest the war. The 
tolling on Ash Wednesday marked the first time the church's four-foot bell 
had been rung since the acseasination of President Kennedy. The three are all 
members of the interreligious Clergy Concerned About Vietnam Committee. 


* * * 


The Student Christian Movement of Britain has appointed to a part-time 
assignment the first Roman Catholic to its staff. He is Father Laurence’ 
Bright, a Dominican who is well known to Catholic students in Britain for 
his lectures on philosophy and politics. He became a Roman Catholic when 
at Oxford and was a nuclear physisist before his ordination. 


ee ey 


The All- Africa Conference of Churches has announced plans for a major 

centre in Nairobi, Kenya, for training broadcasting specialists, Protestant 
church groups overseas will contribute towards its establishmont: Emphasis 
of the new centre will be on developing producers, writers, and technicians. 


* * * 


The Bible Societies of Latin America are holding a four-week institute on 
training of. the ministry and Bible study at the Pan-American Normal School, 
a Methodist institution in Lima, Peru. Participants are present from a 
number of countries and the teaching staff comes from Mexico, Argentina 

and Peru, among other nations. 
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National moderators of three U.S. Presbyterian churches and of *he Reformed 
Church in America met recently in Albuquerque, N.M., for a day-bng session 
to explore their common heritage in the Neformed tradition. The annual 
meeting was begun in 1963. Presbyterian leaders involved were from the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
(Southern), and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 


% * * 


Archpriest Igor Susemihl, Dean of the Russion Orthodox Church in Western 
Germany, has been consecrated a Bishop by Patriarch Alexius at a ceremony 
in Zagorsk. As Bishop for the German Federal Republic he will have his 
official seat in Munich, 

* * * 


A new congregation is being organised in Detroit, Michigan (USA) as a joint 
effort of the United Presbyterian Church and the United Church of Christ. 
Two similiar united efforts are under consideration. The united church is 
now meeting in a school in the Detroit suburb of Trenton, The United Pres- 
byterians originally set out to found a church in the area several years 
ago, More recently, when the United Church of Christ began gathering a con- 
gregation a few miles from the Presbyterians, the two groups decided to 
join forces. 


* * * 


One of the oldest inter—church service agencies, the Bible and Medical 
Missionary Fellowship, founded in 1852, will convene a united conference at 
Landour, India, March 19th - 25th. Delegates will be present from “home 
boards and councils" in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the USA, the UK and 
mission xies from India, Nepal and Pakistan. The Fellowship accepts personnel 
from all the major "historic churches" as well as from smaller denominations 
and younger churches. At present it has a "task force" of some 130 men and 
women working in churches and institutions through India, Nepal, and West 
Pakistan. 


¥ * % 


The annual conference of the Methodist Church in Bolivia meeting in La Paz 
has approved a contract to administer the government's thirty-bed hospital 
at Montero and to take responsibility for running two government normal 
‘schools. It also approved plans to build a Methodist Centre in La Paz to 
serve as a book store and conference offices, The conference heard reports 
that the number of local preachers increased from 103 to 151 during the 
past year. Discussions centred on the need for expanded stewardship pro- 
grammes. A. report said a feature of the meeting was the strong lay participa- 
tion. 


* x * 


Fifteen Protestant places of worship were established in Spain during the 
last quarter of 1965, according to government sources in Madrid, Hight of 
the new places of worship were established by Evangelical church groups, 
five by Baptists and two by the Plymouth Brethren. Under the present 
régime, the opening of non-Catholic churches depends on the discretionary 
; administrative decision of the civil authorities, which may change from case 
Eto case, : 


" 
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SPECIAL REPORT: MASS COMMUNICATIONS MEETING IN BOSSEY 


(Geneva) - Some 50 journalists, broadcasters, church information 
officers, and theologians met at the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World, Council of Churches near here last week to discuss the re- 
percussions of the "communications revolution" of our time on the 
mission of the Church. The majority of the participants came from 
North America and Europe, but there were some representatives from 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Several Roman Catholic participants 
also took part. The meeting was sponsored by the Information Depart— 
ment of the World Council of Churches. 


Papers were presented at the session by Pastor Jear-~Mar> Chappuis of 
Geneva, Father Edward Lynch, S.J. of Vatican Radio, and by Professor 
Charles McCoy of the Pacific School of Religion, USA. Professor 
McCoy, in his address drew between “ecclesiastical theology" and 
"Christological theology". While ecclesiastical theology starts 

"from the dichotomy between church and world", he said, and has led 

to various forms of. neo-orthodoxy or to attempt to build man-made 
bridges across the chasm between church and world, a Christological 
theology should start not with the opposition between church and 
world, but with Jesus Christ "as the decisive action of the most 
sovereign reality of nature and history", “He added: "Jesus Christ 

is no God safely nailed to a cross, dead, with a corpse laid out in 
our churches for men to view and perhaps to mourn..-+'' whom we may 
prefer " especially if we believe ourselves appointed administeators 
of his estate. But ..«. we do not control the God of creation and of 
resurrection." In such a Christological perspective we are confronted 
"ot so much with theopposition between church and world as with their 
distressing similarity". 


Professor Dallas W. Smythe of the University of Sastatchewan, Canada, 
in a paper dealing with the latest technical developments in modern 
media of communication, especially television, underlined the "unpre- 
cendented integritive" tendencies of cammunications technology, as 
exemplified by the fact that the world is on "the brink of an inte- 
grated communications system capped by communications satellites with 
almost unlimited capacity to integrate mankind organizationally". 


After considering all forces of nationalism working against such 
integration and its possible perversion, Professor Smythe suggested- 
"that concerted efforts should be made to develop a world satellite 
broadcasting system ... under the auspices of the United Nations" 
and that Christians should fully support such an effort. 


M. Paul Eberhard, director of the French periodical "Illustré 
Protestant" spoke of freedom of information as a Christian respon- 
sibility. He recalled that in the processes of information man becomes 
an object, but an object upon whom "Christ confers the dignity of a 
person" since in every man we have a neighbour that is to say a repre- 
sentative of Jesus Christ himself." M. Eberhard also underlined that 
"any authentically free Christian information must have a universal 
reference" and familiarize men with ideas, cultures, and opinions alien 
to him and free him from regionalism, nationalism and race, class or 
culture complexes. "Freedom of information", he said is "essentially 
founded on the absolute necessity for the salvation of the world that 
man and societies may discover every day anew, within the contrasts of 
their refusals, aspirations, or agreements, the way toward a free distiny". 
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In an address on "Christian communication and secular man" Dr. 

Everett 0. Parker, director of the Office of Communication of the 

United Church of Christ in the USA, noted that in mass society "the . 
proposer of an opinion has been replaced by opinion makers or shapers", 
thanks to the power of control of mass communications. "The cardinal 
sin of mass communication",.Dr. Parker said "is ... (to. be) directed to 
the sale of commodities a to the fostering of a philosophy of atheis- 
tic hedonism", for which "man is a consumer". It is therefore necessary 
for the Ghieion vad take mass communication seriously and to "develop a 
programme of action in communication, a programme of protest that will 
both create the preconditions for change and provide leadership to bring 
about change". - é 


Dr. Parker underlined that the most effective way for the church to use 
mass media is "to deal with situations ahout which there is widespread 
dissatisfaction and to offer solutions that will be readily acceptable 
to large number of persons either because these solutions are ‘already 
in people's consciousness or because of the people are unconsciously 
prepared to have such solutions introduced to them." He said the suc- 
cess of the Civil Rights movement in the USA illustrated this point. 


Dr. Parker said among other: big,issues to be dealt with on mass media 

are such items as "the rejection of dependence on God, war and peace, 
urbanization, education and problems relating to science, technology, and 
industry and to the demographic explosion and famine in the world. 


This consultation, was the second of the kind held at the Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey. A number of similar meetings on a strictly North 
American basis have been held in the U.S.A. 
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ARCHBISHOP RAMSEY TO VISIT 
GENEVA EN ROUTE HOME FROM ROME 


(Geneva) ~ Celebration of a service of Holy Communion in the 
Ecumenical Centre on March 25 will be a highlight of a 25-hour stop- 
over in Genevs by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Arthur Michael 
Ramsey, en route to London after his visit to the Vatican. 


It will be the first visit to the new centre for the Anglican Prin- 
ate, who is one of the six presidents of the World Council of 
Churches but was unable to attend the February meeting of the WCC 
Central Committee heree 


fhe Archbishop will meet with staff leaders of the WCC and other 
ecumenical organizations having offices at the centre and be guest 
at a luncheon given by the general secretariat of the World Councile 


When he first arrives on March 24, he is to be received by the 
church, cantonal and civic authorities of Geneva, and attend an even~ 
song service and a reception with the local Anglican community. 
Before his departure by plane for London, Dr. Ramsey will hold a 
press conferencee 


Among those accompanying the Archbishop will be the Bishop of Ripon, 
the Rte Reve John Moorman, who was senior Anglican observer at 
Vatican Council II; the Bishop of Cariboo, Canada, the Rt. Reve 
Ralph Dean, executive officer of the Anglican communion; the Reve 
David Paton; and his resident chaplains, the Rev. John Andrew and 
the Reve David Tustin. EPS, Genevae 


ANGLICAN PRIMATE*’S VISIT TO ROME 
SEEN AS EPOCH-MAKING EVENT 


(London) = Talks at the Vatican between the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dre Arthur Michael Ramsey, and Pope Paul VI “will mark the real 
beginning of the new era of dialogue", Canon Bernard Pawley, who was 
the personal representative of the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York at the Second Vatican Council, declared here. 


Writing in the Roman Catholic weekly The Universe, Canon Pawley ex~ 
pressed hope that Catholics would regard their Anglican brethren "as 
partners along the way of renewal ..-. for we, too, are engaged in. 
Saggiornamento!", 


A Reuters dispatch from Rome said the programme for the three-day 
visit of the Anglican Primate, beginning on March 22, "shows that 
this year's meeting will go far beyond a courtesy call and will have 
farereaching implications for Christian unity". It stressed that 
"Dre Ramsey is coming as president of the whole Anglican communion 
in the world". 


fhe secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, Msgr. 
Jan Willebrands, indicated, after visiting England to discuss plans 
for the Archbishops stay in Rome, that the question of mixed 
marriages between Catholics and non-Catholics would be a principal 
point of Dr. Ramsey's discussion with the Roman Pontiff. 
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Earlier, the Anglican prelate himself had voiced hope that "ny 
meeting with the Pope will afford opportunity for speaking of some 
of the matters which emerge from the Vatican Council". 


Only once before in modern times has an Archbishop of Canterbury 

visited a Roman Pontiff: -in 1960, when Dr. Geoffrey Fisher paid 

what was described as "a courtesy call" to the late Pope John XXIII. 
EPS, Genevae 


LUTHERAN THEOLOGIANS DISCUSS 
FUTURE DIALOGUE WITH ROME 


(Strasbourg, France) - Prospects for a fruitful dialogue with Roman 
Catholicism during the period that follows the Second Vatican Council 
were assessed by some 55 Lutheran scholars during a four-day inter- 
national consultation near heree 


Commenting on the results of the consultation at its closing session, 
the chairman, Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of Munich, declared that 
the time has proven to be ripe to talk about the churches!’ common 
responsibility in theology, witness, and community life. 


Earlier, the German churchman, who is board chairman of the Lutheran 
Foundation for Inter-Confessional Research, said that four charac- 
teristics highlight the inter-confessional situation after the 
Vatican Council: le. "We are still in the early stages of getting to 
know each other", 2. Despite all the unsolved problems between the 
Catholic Church and other churches, we find ourselves in a moment of 
church history when the drawing together of Christians has been 
decisively advancece 3. Any dialogue derives its meaning and value 
from the dedication of both parties to a genuine search for the 
truthe 4. Mere confessional co-existence is insufficient for the 
fulfilment of the ecumenical task. The ecumenical dimension of the 
evangelical calling requires us to pose questions to otherse 


Pointing out that many important differences still separate the 
churches - for example, the conceptions concerning the Holy Com~ 
munion - Dr. Dietzfelbinger, who is Bishop of the Lutheran Church in 
Bavaria, stressed that in its path to unity, divided Christianity 
continues to face the task of learning more from the Bible. 


At another session, Prof. Oscar Cullmann, who teaches theology at 
both Basel, Switzerland, and Paris, observed that Holy Scripture is 
being increasingly mentioned in inter-confessional circles as "a tie 
that unites us". 


A Catholic lecturer - Dre Je Ratzinger, who teaches dogmatics at 
Munster, Germany, and was a theological adviser at the Vatican 
Council - said the council had provided a new basis for encounters 
between the Church of Rome and other churches. 


‘This, he said, was the significance of the council's alteration of 
the earlier Catholic position equating the Roman Church with the 
mystical Body of Christ and its recognition of the ecclesiastical 
identity of other churches. EPS, Genevae 
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OLD ISSUES NO LONGER PREVENT 
LUTHERAN-REFORMED FELLOWSHIP 


(Princeton, NeJe) =~ The issues which split the followers of Martin 
Luther and John Calvin into separate religious traditions, it was 
asserted here, are no longer obstacles to mutual understanding nor 
insuperable barriers to Lutheran and Presbyterian-Reformed fellow~ 
shipe ; 


This was the unanimous conviction voiced by a group of leading 
theologians of the two communions at the conclusion of a three-day 
meeting. It was the fourth in a series of annual Lutheran— Reformed 
conversations begun in 1962. 


Represented at the sessions were the UeS. National Committee of the 
Lutheran World Federation, the North American Area of the World 
Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches, and three church 
bodies not members of these groups. All together, the participa~ 
ting churches represent a combined membership of more than 20 millione 


"During these four meetings", the delegates agreed in a final state- 
ment, "we have examined carefully the major issues which have aroused 
theological controversy between our traditions for generations past... 


“A number of differing views and emphases remain to be resolved, but 
we are encouraged to believe that further contacts will lead to 
further agreement between the churches here represented. We regard 
none of these remaining differences to be of sufficient consequence 
to prevent fellowship. 


"We have recognised in each other's teachings a common understanding 
of the Gospel and have concluded that the issues which divided the 
two major branches of the Reformation can no longer be regarded as 
constituting obstacles to mutual understanding and fellowshipece 


"Although we can speak only for ourselves, we express our conviction 
that the work begun in this way must not be permitted to lapse, but 
should be carried on to fruition by the churches we represent." 

EPS, Genevae 


KENYA'S MISSION HOSPITALS FACE 
SEVERE FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES 


(Wairobi, Kenya) - Many of Kenya's Protestant mission hospitals face 
a desperate shortage of funds that threatens them with the necessity 
to close their doors, it was revealed at the annual meeting of the 
Protestant Churches Medical Association here. : 


The government's Director of Medical Services, Dr. Je C. Likimani, 
was told that the hospitals had suffered a considerable rise in costs 
in recent years with no hope of increased revenue and their financial 
difficulties had now become acute. 


It now costs about £1,000,000 ($2.8 million) a year to run the 15 
hospitals affiliated with the association. It was pointed out that 
during the past decade the government had not increased its grant te 
these hospitals and many local authorities had delayed, reduced, or 
withdrawn their grants. EPS, Genevae 
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CHRISTIAN GROUPS URGE PEACE, 
JUSTICE IN SOUTHERN SUDAN 


(Nairebi) » Prayers that the Sudan may find internal peace were 
offered in the Christian churches of that ceuntry on the secend 
Sunday in Lent at the request of the nation’s recently organized 
Council of Churches, 


Particular reference was made to the situation in the southern Sudan, 
where Christians and other noneMuslims are reported to be undergoing 
persecution, including massaore. 


The new Council of Churches is the most widely representative Christe 
ian body in the country, embracing the Armenian, Ethiopian Orthedox, 
Roman Catholic, Evangelical, and Episcopal (Anglican) churches. 


Sudanese Prime Minister Muhammed Ahmed Mahgoub issued a statement at 
Kharteum commending the ceuncil fer its "pesitive line". 


Meanwhile the Presbyterian Church in East Africa has asked the govern~ 
ment of Kenya to raise the questien ef the "deplorable situation” in 
the southern Sudan with the Organizatien fer African Unity. 


The church*s general administrative committee teok actien at a meetao 
ing in Nairobi after hearing a repert on the situation by its general 
secretary, the Rev. John Gatu, who visited the Sudan late last year. 


It rejected the argument of the Sudanese government that the seuthern 
problem was a purely internal ene by peinting out that it is causing 
an increased filtration of refugees inte ether East African countries. 


It also emphasized “the dependence of the southern Sudanese upen the 
East African countries for help" in a situatien where “the questien 
ef human dignity is involved". EPS, Geneva 


EUGENE CARSON BLAKE URGES 
WAR ON SOCIAL INJUSTICE 


(Princeton, NeJ.) = Conservative Evangelicals were urged by the 
general secretary~elect of the World Ceuncil of Churches to link 

their defence ef Christian faith with an attack en the attitudes and 
social and econemic conditiens that were described as the real enemies 
ef Christianity. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake devoted most of his James J. Reeb Memorial 
Lecture at Princeton Theological Seminary to an appeal te conserva- 
tives in the church to become “militant Christians" in the attack en 
such problems as racial injustice and poverty. 


The Christian faith, he said, "needs te be defended, net merely as a 
theoretical theelegy, but rather as the convictions by which Christe 
ians must live in order to be Christian soldiers". 


In New York, meanwhile, the General Council ef the United Presbyter- 
ian Church in the USA has appointed a special cemmittee to nominate 
Dr. Blake's pessible successor as the stated clerk of the church. 
The pesitien he will be vacating is the highest executive office in 
his chureh. EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN-METHODIST UNITY GROUP 
SEES ITSELF NO LONGER NEEDED 


(London) - Now that “official links" exist in England between the 
Anglican and Methodist churches, a movement established in this 
country in 1963 to promote their union plan has ceased operations. 


“Towards Anglican-Methodist Unity", popularly called TAMU, was 
formed following publication of the official report of the con- 
versations between the two churches, which outlined proposals for 
the union in two stages spread over some yearse Its chairman was 
the Anglican Dean of Windsor, the Very Rev. Robert Woods. 


At that time, the movement set itself a few fairly limited objec~- 
tives, the chief of which was to stimulate interest in, prayer for, 
and discussion of the Conversations Reporte This situation has now 
changed, and a statement issued here saids 


“With the major decisions in principle reached by the Church of 
England and the Methodist Church in the summer of 1965" - that is, to 
go ahead with discussions aimed at eventual union - "Towards 
Anglican-Methodist Unity now feels that the area of encounter bet- 
ween Anglicans and Methodists has now moved beyond the original terms 
of reference which the movement set itself early in 1963. 


“Another factor which contributed to the emergence of Towards 
Anglican-Methodist Unity was the consideration that with the dis~ 
bandment of the Conversations Panel, all the official links between 
the Church of England and the Methodist Church had been broken. 


"The appointment of the Anglican-Methodist Unity Commission has now 
re-established those official links, and this was a further con- 
sideration which led the council of Towards Anglican-Methodist Unity 
to cease operations." 


The Unity Commission mentioned in the statement refers to the joint 
teams of negotiations which are now meeting periodically to discuss, 
and try to thrash out, numerous problems and points of issue which 
stand in the way of eventual union. Top personalities of both 
churches are represented. EPS, Genevae 


SHITH SUPPORTERS IW RHODESIA 
ACCUSED OF ANTI-CHURCH CAMPAIGN 


(Lendon) = Among the supporters of the Smith régime in Rhodesia, a 
growing campaign is being waged against the churches, according to 
Amnesty International, am organization which works for the release of 
political prisoners in all parts of the world. 


In a report distributed to all Commonwealth heads of government, the 
organization - whose own team members were expelled from Rhodesia one 
_ by ome ~ charged that “supporters of the Rhodesia Front ... talked: 
endlessly of Christian civilisation while defying their bishops and 
denigrating their churches", 


It cited such incidents as the burning of Bibles, the destruction of 
the chapel of an African school, refusal to let pasters visit 
detainees in three concentration camps, and deportation actions or 
threats against well-known churchmen of foreign nationality. 


‘pressed their opinion se explicitiy" 
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Amnesty International said there are now 1,100 Africans in prisons 
or concentration camps witheut charge or trial. It explained that 
the government's antagonism tewards the churches is partly due to 
the efforts of the clergy and relief workers te help families of 
these prisoners. 


Condegnations of the policy ef the regime published vy the Christian 
Council of Rhedesia, and contained im the pastoral letter circulate 
ed by the country's Roman Catholic bishops, it claimed, were “based 
not upon any political consideration". 


Rather, it asserted, they “arise from thé emphatic negation of the 
central Christian doctrine .ef the brotherhoed of man" by the Smith 
gevernnent. 


Team members of Amnesty International from Great Britain had been 
carrying on relief activities for the Christian Council among the 
families of restricted or detained Africans whose means of living 


had been interrupted by the official measures. EPS, Genevae 


FREXCH B.C. BODY ISSUES 
DOCUMENT OM ECOHOMIC LIFE 


(Paris) - A document reminding the people of France that the Roman 
Catholic Church is concerned with the retention and strengthening of 
the human and spiritual values in national economic and social life 
was issued here by an episcopal commission. 


Prepared by the Commission fer Charitable and Social Action, the 
document says there ie a need “for many reforms in ecenomicsc and 
social life, and on a deeper level fer a conversion of people's out- 
leok and attitude". 


In their ecenemic activity, all people were urged to “bear in mind 
certain essential values, without which seciety cannot attain its 
human aims: solidarity ereated in work, spirit of service, concern 
for the common good, realisation that wealth must be shared by all, 
@ sense of responsibility in everyones. 


“Here as in other spheres, in order t6 respond to God's design for 
every individual, the dignity ef the haman person must be honoured 
and promoted, as well as the integral vesation of every individual 
and the geod ef society", declared the decument, which is titled 
"Reflections on the Present Economic and Secial Situatien". 


It stressed that man is “the author, the centre, and the aim of the 
whole ef economic and social life". 


Warning that “the contrast between an expanding ecencry and a de~- 
crease in the security ef work should not be tolerated", it addeds 


"In order te be really human, the seciety of today and tomerrow must 

guarantee to all its members work that is suited to their capacities, 
decent living cenditions fer the family, education fer all, and suit~- 
able vocational training. 


"Purthermere, it must give everyene the sppeortunity to share in the 
economic development by appealing to their sense of responsibility." 


The Communist organ Humanité welcomed the document, stating that this 
was “the first time the Roman Catholic bishops of France have ex- 
EPB, Geneva. 
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WALDENSIAN CITES PROGRESS, 
PROBLEMS IN ITALIAW DIALOGUE 


(Hew York) » Genuine dialogue between Roman Cathelics and Italy's 
tiny Pretestant minority is beginning te replace suspicien and 
hestility, an Italian Waldensian clergymen wrote in The Ecumenist, 
a Reman Catholic journal prometing Christian unity. 


fhe Rev. Renzi Bertalet, paster in Venice, reperted that there are 
difficulties in the way ef genuine ecumenism in Italy. "In all 
henesty", he said, "it must be said that the Reman Church has net 
made it easy for us te acquire an ecumenical attitude. 


"The Church ef Rome, thanks to its political involvement in the 
Italian scene, is regarded by many Pretestants mainly as an organie 
zation of this werld. The memory ef past persecutions has not yet 
totally disappeared frem among us. 


"fhe courtly pomp and the show of pewer which all too eften charace 
terizes the Catholic Church in Italy, at least for an eutsider, 
tend to frighten the ordinary Pretestant. The diplomatic technie 
ques used by Rome in the past de net make it easy for Italian Prote 
estants te believe the kind werds addressed te them by Catholics 
today." : 


Many Italian Protestant leaders, he senceded, tend to put little 
trust and hepe in the “kind words". Pastor Bertalet cited "a 
theolegy of reactien knewn as integrism" which holds that “nething 
has changed in Roman Catholicism except form and policy". 


Anether school of thought, he explained, is represented-by Pretest- 
ants "whe feel that they need mere time to make up their minds in 
regard te the present evolutien of Catholicism" and whe held back 
from dialegue. EPS, Geneva 


WCC CORSULTATION DISCUSSES 
PROBLEMS OF LAYMEN ABROAD 


(Geneva) @ A wide range ef questiens relating te the life ef lay 
Christians whe ge abroad for a period ef study er werk, especially 
in develeping countries, was discussed here at a censultatien organ- 
ized by the Department on the Laity ef the Werld Council ef Churches. 


Preminent ameng the participants was the Rev. Jehn R. Collins, whese 
services are being lent by the United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
te the East Asia Christian Conference to ce-direct a new pilet pre- 
gramme in this field. . 


Werking with his Asian colleague, the Rev. J. Peng, out ef a Hong 
Keng effice, Mr. Collins is to assist national Christian councils 
and churches in the following tasks: 


Relating Christian laymen from everseas te lecal churches, shewing 
evangelistic and pastoral cencern for all laymen frem overseas, 
helping such laymen te understand and appreciate the lecal culture 
and situation, and changing patterns ef social and religious asseci- 
ation which tend to insulate them from lecal residents. 

EPS, Geneva 
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EKD PROPOSES CONSTITUTIONAL 
RECOGNITION OF INTERCOMMUNION 


(Hannever, Germany) - Member churches of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD) are being asked to appreve a change in the bedy*s cen- 
stitution that would put a legal stamp ef appreval en the inter- 
communion new generally practised ameng then. 


The Ceuncil of the EXD = a federation ef Lutheran, Reformed and 
United territorial churches in both parts of Germany ~ has voted to 
pass on te them a commission report containing this proposal. The 
recommendation resulted from two years of work by the 22-member conm-~ 
mission, which represented all three confessional sectors of the EKD. 


Until now, the body*s constitution has simply stated: "There is ne 
complete agreement within the Evangelical Church in Germany about 
admission to Holy Communion. In many member churches there are no 
restrictions about admitting members of another confession to com- 
munien. 


"None of the member churches refuses access to the Lord's Table te 
anyene belonging to a confession represented in the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, where responsibility for spiritual care or the 
congregational situation indicate such admission." 


The proposed amendment would replace it with this: "In all member 
churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany, Holy Communion cele- 
brated according to a particular church confessional order shall be 
open to those belonging te another confession within the Evangelical 
Church in Germany. 


"This does not affect the legal provisions for church membership nor 
the member churches! disciplinary regulations." EPS, teneva 


PASTOR'S STAND ON BAPTISM 
STIRS DISCUSSION IN DENMARK 


(Copenhagen) - A stand taken in recent months by a rural pasior has 
raised the question whether a clergyman of Denmark's national Luther- 
an Church can deny baptism to infants whose parents will not promise 
te go to church afterwards. 


Setting off the discussion was the rule laid down last November by the 
Rev. Ludvig Husum of Sebber (Vesthimmerland) that parents who want 
their children baptized must agree to attend services about 12 times 
@ year. 


When his stand first precipitated a public debate, Pastor Husum, 
noting that he was accused of taking an action not authorized in the 
Church of Denmark, said he would resign. Later, he changed his mind 
and decided to persist to a showdown on the question. 


A department head of the State Ministry for Church Affairs commented 
that a clergyman of the national church had no legal right to impose 
a regulation by which he could refuse some baptismal applications. 


Pastor Husum's ecclesiastical superiors, Bishop Christian Baun of 
Viborg and Rural Dean E. Bennetzen of Légstgr, declined to comment 
publicly on his case, but discussed the issue with him in a private 
talk. EPS, Geneva 
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VELKD ASKS RENEWED STRESS 
ON MESSAGE OF REFORMATION 


(Berlin) - The Bishops! Conference of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Germany (VELKD), holding separate annual sessions in East 
and West Berlin, adopted a resolution which stressed that the message 
of the Reformation "must be witnessed anew and more intensively than 
ever before", 


Drafted in connection with the synods! general theme, "The Task of 
the Reformation after the Vatican Council", the resolution noted 
that "differences of faith and doctrine which separate us (from the 
Catholic Church) have not yet been overcome, nor has the nuisance 
of the Catholic law on mixed marriages been removed". 


The bishops said the way toward Christian unity cannot be reunifi- 
cation with Rome under the Popee They said separated Christians 
"approach one another only in the same measure that they approach 
Christ". 


VELKD leaders expressed gratification, however, over the fact that 
the confessions have "begun to see one another in a changed, in- 
proved climate", They said that "many problems in the life of 
peoples and mankind in general call separated Christians to mutual 
tasks on faith and practical cooperation", 


Three top officials of the Lutheran World Federation were guests at 
the sessions: its president, Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz of the American 
Lutheran Church; its general secretary, Dr. André Appel of Geneva; 
and its first vice-president, Archbishop Martti Simojoki, Primate 

of the Lutheran Church of Finland. EPS, Genevae 


DETAILED PLAN OF CHURCH UNION 
QFFERED FOR UeSe PROTESTANTISM 


(Wew York) - A detailed plan for the merger of seven Protestant 
denominations into a 23 million-member united church has been pro- 
posed by an Episcopal delegate to the Consultation on Church Union. 


In a 35-page document, Dr. William J. Wolf suggested that divisive 
issues such as the correct form of baptism and ordination be by- 
passed for the moment by permitting varying practices and interpre- 
tations within the new church. 


The plan was addressed to members of the Consultation on Church 
Union, which grew out of a merger proposal advanced in 1960 by Dre 
Eugene Carson Blake, now general secretary-elect of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Participants in the consultation are the United Church of Christ, 
the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, the Methodist Church, 
the Disciples of Christ, the Protestant Episcopal Church, the Evan- 
gelical United Brethren Church, and the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. EPS, Genevae 


Noe 8 =~ 17th March, 1966 id 


LUTHERANS IW SOUTHERN AFRICA 
ORGANISE CHURCH FEDERATION 


(Johannesburg) = Lutheran churches of different racial and national 
backgrounds in South Africa and Southwest Africa have joined to form 
a new federation and elected Bishop P. Ge Pakendorf of Pretoria as 
its first president. 


Represented in the new Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches 
in Southern Africa are churches embracing over 500,000 non-white 
Africans and some 35,000 residents of European origin. 


The federation was brought into being by the reorganization of a 
former Council of Churches on Lutheran Foundation which has func~ 
tioned in these two countries for several yearse 


Still to be settled is an arrangement by which the mission societies 
working in Southern Africa can be associated with the new body. 

For the present, their representatives are to attend its meetings 

as advisers without voting rights. EPS, Genevae 


LATIN PROTESTANTS OF EUROPE 
SEEK CONTACTS WITH LATIN AMERICA 


(Sete, France) ~ Fuller contacts with the Protestant churches of 
Latin America were urged at a meeting here of representatives of 
the Protestant churches of the Latin countries of Europe. 


The conference - one of a series that have been held periodically 
since 1950 - was attended by churchmen from Belgium, France, Spain, 
Portugal, and Switzerland. 


Addresses relating to present-day relationships with Roman Catholi- 
cism were given by the Rev. Hébert Roux of France, who was an ob-~ 

server at the Second Vatican Council, and Prof. M. Ge Peyrot of the 
law faculty of the University of Rome. EPS, Genevas 


WORLD LUTHERAN ASSEMBLY SET : 
FOR WEIMAR IN EAST GERMANY 


(Geneva) #- Weimar in East Germany will be the scene of the next 
assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in 1969. The assembly - 
the federation's fifth - will thus be the first major world Christian 
gathering to be held in an East-bloc country. 


Announcement of the LWP decision was released at federation head- 
quarters here, and simultaneously in Berlin, where LWF President 
Fredrik A. Schiotz of Minneapolis and general secretary André Appel 
of Geneva have been meeting with church and state leaders. 

EPS, Genevae 
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GERMAN INTELLECTUALS PROTEST 
AGAINST WAR IN VIETNAM 


(Disseldorf, Germany) = A protest against the "completely unjusti- 
fied military intervention by the United States in Vietnam" has 
been issued by a group of German theologians, writers, doctors, 
professors and other professional mene 


Its signers include such prominent German Protestant leaders as Dre 
Martin Niemoller of Wiesbaden, Prof. Helmut Gollwitzer of Berlin, 

Pastor Herbert Mochalski of Frankfurt, and Dr. Heinz Kloppenburg of 
Dortmunde EPS, Genevae 


IN_BRIEF 


A Christopher Wren church in London, severely damaged during World 
War- II, has been rebuilt and is now being used by Lutherans for 
services in several languages. Thanks to the cooperation of the 
Church of England from which the historic structure is leased, and 
to some financial aid from the Lutheran World Federation, Estonian 
and Latvian Lutherans have been able to effect a $85,000 recon- 
struction of the church for their own congregational use. Re- 
dedication of the church is to take place on April 24 with Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry, immediate past president of the federation, 
taking part in the service. 


* + * 


Father Daniel Berrigan, the U.Se Jesuit priest who was sent to 

Seuth America for three months in what some called an attempt to 
silence his questioning of American policy in Vietnam, stated on 

his return to New York that he is now permitted to speak, write and 
act freely on issues related to the peace movement. He also said 
at a press conference that his views on the Vietnam conflict coinci- 
ded almost exactly with those expressed by the World Council of 
Churches’ Central Committee in February. 


% * * 


The Rev. Raymond E. Maxwell, former associate executive secretary of 
the New York office of the World Council of Churches, is now execu- 
tive secretary of the Division of World Relief and Inter-Church Aid 
of the Episcopal Church in the United States. Mr. Maxwell served 
earlier in the offices of the WCC Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service. 


*% *% * 


Per-capita giving by Seventh Day Adventists in the U.S. last year 
set the record figure of $310.35. It was the first time their 
annual giving exceeded the $300 mark, and amounted to a gain of $30 
over 1964. The 350,000-member church now has the highest per- 
capita giving ratio of any American denomination with more than 
100,000 members. 


* * * 
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Two Roman Catholic colleges have joined the Central States College 
Association which was formed two years ago by ten Protestant church- 
related colleges to develop a cooperative programme of liberal arts 
education in midwestern United States. The Protestant colleges are 
sponsored by Lutherans, Presbyterians, Methodists, and United Breth- 
ren. An association statement said they were "developing plans on 
the premise that they are, in effect, a university of 12 liberal arts 
colleges". | . 


a wee: 


Hope for a "new dawn of real freedom and justice" in Ghana as a 
result of the overthrow of President Kwame Nkrumah and his one-party 
government was expressed by Anglican Bishop Richard Roseveare of 
Accra in a statement published in London by the Church Times, lead- 
ing independent Church of England newspaper. "Phere is every likee~ 
lihoed now, thank God," he said, "that freedom of speech will be 
restored". 


St Se Owe 


fhe Executive Council of the Lutheran Church in America has declared 
its support for ecumenical efforts to establish 2 common date for 
Baster among all Christian churches. fhe council said its first 
choice was the Sunday following the second Saturday in April, accord- 
ing to the Gregorian calendar. 


= %. & 


A subcommission of the U8 Roman Catholic Bishops*® Commission on 
Ecumenical Affairs has announced that it will recommend guidelines 
for relations with Jews. The announcement followed tke first full 
meeting of the Subcommission on CatholiceJewish Relations at which 
the body pledged itself to fulfil the spirit of the Vatican Council®%s 
statement on relations with the Jews. 


BAe 


Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, whe during his 39 years as owner and 
editor eof The Christian Century made it the most influential Protest- 
ané journal ef opinien in the United States and a firm supporter of 
the ecumenical and liberal causes, hae died in Chicago at the age of 
91. 


te 


On the Australian island of Tasmania, Roman Catholic Archbishep G.C. 
Young has anneunced that his church will join with Protestants and 
Anglicans in a Church-andeLife~-Movement programme which the Australi 
an Council of Churches is organizing from June to August this year. 


aa ELK 


Bishop John Moorman of Ripen, England, senior Anglican delegate 
ebserver during the Secend Vatican Council, anneunced that the Church 
of England is establishing a special centre in Rome so that Roman 
Catholica can obtain more information about the Anglican cemmunion 
througheut the werld. 
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The general assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Cameroun has 
approved the merger of three Protestant seminaries in the southern 
part of that country: its own, at Dager, Bibla; the Ndoungue semi- 
nary of the Evangelical Church; and the Nyassosso one of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Western Cameroun. The united theological school 
is to be at Douala. At another session, the assembly elected the 
Rev. Rémi Bidja as moderator of the church. 


A ae 


The writer Virgil Gheorghiu, who has become an Orthodox priest, now 
serves in Paris as representative of the Patriarchate of Bucharest, 
thus renewing the work of the church of the Rumanian Patriarchate 
that has been interrupted for 20 years. Father Gheorghiu explained 
that his activity will not affect the relationship now existing be- 
tween the Rumanian community of Paris and the American Fist hah of the 
Russian Church outside Russia. 


Laden 3 


Twenty-two Roman Catholic bishops of French Canada, including the 
Archbishop of Quebec, made a three-day visit to Radio Canade in Mont- 
real to become familiar with methods of interviewing, holding press 
conferences and radio and television broadcasting. The visit was 
part of the follow-up to a decision of the Canadian hierarchy to con- 
cern itself more with the mass media of communication. 


* EF 


The Australian Council of Churches has decided to send to South 
Vietnam in May a team consisting of a doctor, a nurse, a social 
worker, an administrator and a carpenter to work in the refugee 
Camps. 


+ *& 


In the future, the Pope in Rome is to be identified in the Orthodox 
Liturgy as “the Patriarch of the West and the First Patriarch”, 
according to I Kinonki Estie, published in Istanbul. This change 
advocated by the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I would involve 

a return to Christian tradition of the first centuries of the 
chureh. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW JOINT FOOD DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION 
SEEN AS ECUMENICAL MILESTONE 


(New Dehli) - Roman Catholic, Protestant, and other relief agencies in 
India are to set up a Joint Food Development Organization. 


This decision was taken on March 18 at the end of a three-day consultation, 
called by the National Christian Council of India and the Roman Catholic 
Indian Social Institute, to discuss measures for meeting the present food 
shortages which are accentuating endemic hunger in the sub-continent. 


Of the 67 churchmen who attended the consultation, at least 15 were Roman 
Catholics. Agricultural missionaries, relief organisers, and representa- 
tives of a number of supporting agencies in the USA, Germany, and Britain 
were all present. They were welcomed by the Honourable Ashok Mehta, the 
Minister of Planning in the government of India, who urged that the churches! 
attempts to relieve distress should neither be "small enought to go un- 
noticed nor so large that their effects were diluted and lost". 


Officials of the Ministry of Food, the Ford Foundation, thé Rockefeller 
Foundation, and United States AID outlined for the meeting the different 
measures and programmes for meeting the current emergency in which the 
churches and other organizations such’ as OXFAM are playing a part. 


The suggestion for a\ Joint Food Developement Organization came from a 

working party on Finance and Administration and was warmly welcomed. It 

was said that such a body would enable project sponsors to know. there was 

a single channel in India through which they could work. It would have 

teams of technicians who would advise about projects and see that these 

were competently formulated whether concerned with soil erosion, well—boring, 
irrigation, the recruitment of personnel, .or the bringing in of improved 
seeds, fertilisers, or machinery. 


The Joint Food Development Organization would be able to seek both local and 
outside resources and see that these were properly and responsibly used. 

It would be a clearing house of information of all kinds, both for supporting 
agencies in other countries and for project directors in India. It would be 
able to expedite operations, eliminate uncertainty, and cut down delays. 

And it would be able to press the Indian government to set up a single 
department for issuing visas, import licenses, and other authorisations when 
emergency measures have to be taken. 


The proposal for a Joint Food Development Organization was carried without 
a dissentient,: and a small sub-committee was appointed to begin work im- | 
mediately on working out the organization's mandate, its draft constitution, 
and its relationships to. existing channels, 


When representatives from international church service agencies present at 

the meeting were asked how their constituencies at home would react to the 
proposal, Drs H, Lacy, Asia Secretary of the American Methodist’ Mission Board, 
said he believed’ it would be’ reghried as’ a’ milestone’ in ecumenical relation— 
ships. _Dr-, Lacy recalled that.Pope John XXIII had said the opportunity to 
begin in unity lay at the level of human need, and he believed that this was 
what the Joint: Food Development Organization’ would’ help to bring about. 


Father ot Gordijn, project director of Misereor, a Roman Catholic service 

agency in West Germany, said that his organization would most likely support 
one proposal. Mr. Ove Re Nielson, assistant executive secretary of Lutheran 
World Relief, New York, thought he could be "cautiously optimistic" about 
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Lutheran response. And Mr. Frank L. Hutchison, director of the Asia 
Programme of Church World Service, New York, declared that it was useless 
to talk about Christian unity without doing something about it. "This 
proposal offers a good place to begin", Mr. Hutchison said. 


In a discussion of the priorities which should govern the anti-hunger 
campaign over the next three years, the consultation agreed that the matters 
of greatest urgency concern the development of water resources, the importa 
tion of fertilisers, and the,provision of improved seeds. The meeting was 
told that there is in India sufficient fertiliser to cover no more than 

nine per’ cent of the country's acreage on which live 60,000,000 farming 
familics. 


Within the context of a world appeal to send help to India, the WCC has 
appealed to its members for $3,000,000. This appeal has been synchronised 
with others made by the Pope and the United Nations. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES' RESPONSE TO 
INDIA HUNGER THREAT CONTINUES 


(Geneva) - News continued to reach Geneva this week of further actions under- 
taken by Christians eround the world to meet the threat of wide-spread famine 
in India. 


Meeting in Hong Kong, the Commission’‘on World Service of the Lutheran World 
Federation voted on March 7 to ask LWF member churches and donor agencies to 
contribute $75,000 for purchase and distribution of urgently needed milk 
powder, and to seek up to $125,000 for projects to develop water resources 
and stimulate food production in other ways. 


On March 13, the first of three Lutheran World Relief shipments of vitamin 
capsules earmarked for famine. relief efforts in India left New York by 
commerical airliner. some 10 million vitamin capsules with a value of 
$304,000 will be shipped by the end of March. | 


The relief committee of the Baptist World Alliance has sent an urgent appeal 
to all Baptist churches to contribute money to be used in famine relief. 
The Alliance has already sent $6,000 for administration in the most desti- 
tute areas. 


The Baptist appeal requested money, not food. Adolf Klaupiks, Alliance relief 
coordinator, said that food is available at ports of entry, but money is 
needed to provide transportation to inland areas where the famine is acute. 


In Australia, a three-state emergency "Milk for India" appeal began on 
March 14 in Queensland, New South Wales, and South Australia. 


The appeal, conducted through a large supermarket chain, is being sponsored 
by the Australian Council of Churches. 


For a four-week period, supermarket customers will be invited to purchase 
canned powdered milk at special display counters and donate them to the 
appeal. When the appeal finishes on April 14, all cans donated will be 
returned to stock and a cheqiefor their value will be used to buy bulk 
supplies of powdered milk from Australian manufacturers. 


The milk will be distributed through Indian government channels and church 
and voluntary agencies. 
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In Europe, listeners to an ecumenical weekly programme in the Netherlands 
responded to an appeal by contributing Sw.Fr. 300,000 ($70,093.40) to 
Indian famine relief. The Federal Council of Evangelical Churches in 
Italy has sent a donation of $10,000 in response to the appeal made by the 
World Council of Churches, and the Council's member churches are raising 
$5,000 to follow. The Council has also contributed 1 million lire — 
($1,603) for India through the Italian radio network. The network had 
already received 1.5 million lire ($2,404.50) from other churches and 
Protestant groups in the country. 


Meanwhile, in Rome, the director-general of the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization issued a statement to dispel growing disquiet triggered, by press 
reports of statements by Indian government officials that the famine threat. 
had been exaggerated« 


"The critical months", said Dr. W. Re Sen, "will be May, June, and July, 
until the summer crop is harvested". He said statements made in India 
lately should be understood in the light of the danger that panic could 
greatly worsen an already difficult situation, "Panic leads to a run on 
the market, and that accentuates scarcity", he said. "The need for help 
from abroad is as urgent as ever, and the need increases. daily." 


Comparing the present situation to the famine in Bengal in 1943, he said 
that the drought now could not become as disastrous as the previous ones. 
"We were isolated then and no help came... Now we are not alone", concluded 
Dr. Sen. EPS, Geneva. 


COMMENTATORS SAY NEW MIXED MARRIAGE REGULATIONS 
REPRESENT MINIMAL STEP FORWARD 


(Geneva) - First press comments on the decree Matrimonii sacramentum, 
published last week by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

in Rome, viewed the new regulations it establishes for Roman Catholic mixed 
Marriage practice as disappointing, 


La Vie Protestante, weekly newspaper of the National Protestant Church of 
Geneva, said: "The decree, by which the Vatican has slightly retouched the 
rules governing mixed marriages, remains far’ behind the hopes which had been 
wakened by recent statements of Roman Catholic theologians." 


Though recognising that Pope Paul's statement "relaxes the rigor of 
traditional regulations to a fairly significant extent", the New York Times 
~notes that "it does not depart from the fundamental conservative position 


that such regulations are of prime importance". The "particularly 
obnoxious" pledge in writing to rear the children of mixed marriages as 
Catholics, observes their editorial, - has not been abolished. 


In Germany, the Frankfurter Aiteareine 4eitung wrote that "the door Kas been 


opened for a greater number of exceptions, and the punishment for violations 
has been lightened", but concludes that "in all essentials the traditional 
canonical regulations heve been confirmed", 


New and positive is the retroactive lifting of excommunication for all 
Catholics who marry or have married before someone other than a Catholic 
priest, even though such marriages are still considered invalid. "In the 
celebration of mixed marriages", says the decree, "the canonical form must 
be observed according to the norm of Canon 1,094. This is required for the 
very validity of the marriage." 

% J Wea 7+. e v a. 
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The paragraph on the education of children also eases certain restrictions. 
Though the Roman Catholic Church continues to insist on Catholic baptism 
and education for the offspring of mixed marriages, responsibility for 
obedience will rest in the future exclusively on the Catholic partner. 

The non-Cathclic partner is required only to promise “openly and sincerely” 
not to "create any obstacle to the fulfillment of that duty". 


On this point, the text says: "Let the local Ordinary or the pastor of the 
Catholic party take care to inculcate in grave terms the obligation to 

provide for the Catholic baptism and Catholic education of the offspring. 

For the fulfillment of this obligation a guarantee will be asked for by means . 
of an explicit promise on the part of the Catholic spouses... The none © 
Catholic party, with due delicacy, but in clear terms must be informed of 

the Catholic teaching regarding the dignity of matrimony... He or she must 

be informed of the Catholic party's grave obligations to safeguard, preserve 
and profess his faith and to have the offspring which will be born baptised 
and educated in the faith. And so that his obligation may be guaranteed, 

the non-Catholic spouse should also be invited to promise openly and sincerely” 
that he will not create any obstacle in the fulfillment of that dwty... 
Although under ordinary conditions these promises must be made in writing, 
it is, however, within the power of the Ordinary - either by means of rules 
of a general character or in each individual case ~ to establish'\that these 
‘premises of the Catholic party and of the non-Catholic party or of both be 
given in writing or notes. 


"Ifese the non-Catholic party thinks he may not formulate this promise 
without violating his conscience the Ordinary must refer the case with all 
its particulars to the Holy See." 


This new provision has been received critically, esvecially in the Nether- 
lands. The Volkskrant writes that in the Dutch situation it is "completely 
impossible” to apply to Rome for a dispensation in every individual case. 
The Roman Catholic St. Willibrordvereniging expresses "pained surprise” 
and asks whether such a complicated procedure is in the interests of the 
Marriage partners. "The real problems", concludes the statement, "which 
are caused by the Church's regulations governing mixed marriage are hardly — 
touched in this decree - much less solved", 


On the liturgical form of marriage, the instruction says: "There must be 
absolutely avoided any celebration in the presence of a Catholic priest and 
a non-Catholic minister in the simultaneous exercise of their respective 
rites. However, it is not prohibited that, the religious ceremony having 
ended, the non-Catholic minister addresses some words of good wishes and 
and exhortation, and that prayers may be recited in common with non~- 
Catholics." . 


The fact that the new regulations will be finally incorporated into canon 
law only after they prove viable in practice gave the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Cause to speculate that "the Pope apparently does not view the decree as 
final", It is rather a sort of trial balloon, and "the response it receives 
will have special significance in this case”. EPS, Geneva. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
BANS DEFENCE AND AID FUND 


(Pretoria) - In a proclamation paula shed here on March 16, the South African 
government declared the Defence and Aid Fund to be an unlawful organization 
under the Suppression of Communism Act. 


Immediately upon publication of the proclamation, security officuxs visited 
the homes of prominent persons connected with the fund and seized Socuments 
connected- with the fund's activities. . 


Among those whose homes were searched was ir. Alan Paton, 2, prominent South 
African liberal and author of the novel, Cry the Beloved Country... 


A statement issued on behalf of Mr. Vorstcr, Minister of Justice, said that 
the fund in South Africa was linked With the Communist Party and was striving 
to bring about social, economic, and political change in the republic even 

at the cost of employing violence as a means to achieve this purpose. 


The fund provided resources for legal and other aid to South Africans 
prosecuted under the Suppression of Communism Act and other laws designed to 
suppress unwanted political activity. Last July, for example, there were 
700 "political widows" in Kwazakele and New Brighton alone, and 2,500: 
children whose parents were in prison. There are now AEN aS reais 
political prisoners in the entire country, 


In London, Canon John Collins, head of Christian Action tchipk contre aeem 


to this’fund, said that it would continue its work. "There are other:.« . 
channels through which it ,is possible to continue the humanitarian work we 
are doing", he said. "We shall continue to raise money and we are confi- 


dent that we shall be able to get it distributed in South Africa." 
EPS, Genevar 


EKD SYNOD DISCUSSES VATICAN COUNCIL 
AND STATEMENT ON THE POSITION OF EXPELLEES 


(Berlin) - For the second year in-succession, the Synod of the Evangelical ~ 
-Church in Germany met here in sections, with members from West Germany 
meeting in Berlin-Spandau and those from East Germany in Potsdam. 


Both sections dealt with the same themes: "The Evangelical Church in the 
Ecumenical Arena” and "Expulsion and Reconciliation". 


A memorandum prepared by the eastern section and approved by the members 
meeting in Berlin-Spandau welcomes the fact that the Second Vatican Council 
recognised "the need...to recognise that Christ is at work in other churches 
and that they have inherited certain gifts of the Spirit". The Synod 
declared itself prepared "to enter resolutely into the dialogue envisaged 
_by the Council". 


The Synod Re cca vues that the Council had not mitigated Roman Catholic 
positions which Protestants find particularly difficult - the Tridentine 
condeiination of Reformation teaching, papal infallibility, and Mariology, 
for example - but it welcomed "the new emphasis on the biblical basis" 
revealed in various Jouncil pronouncements. At the same time it regretted 
that Scripture had not been explicitly given a normative function in 
relation to tradition and the teaching office. 
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In conclusion, the Synod members urged "that care should be taken to 

study carefully the decisions of the Second Vatican Council, and to compare 
them with the teaching and order of the Reformation churches and with the 
resolutions of the World Council of Churches". 


West German members of the Synod stressed that the controversial "Statement 
on the Position of the Expellees" issued last year by an EKD working group 
(EPS No. 37, 1965) "is not binding on the conscience as a doctrinal truth" 
but thet its aim is to form a basis for discussion and reflection and for 
“unbiased, realistic study ‘of the political and social situation". 


The Synod admonished the members of its churches to cultivate a spirit of 
reconciliation, especially towards Germany's eastern neighbours. "the PabL 
meaning of the message of reconciliation has not been understood if it is 
interpreted as an appeal to the German people to fold their hands in re~ 
Signation... An attitude of reconciliation liberates us from being compelled 
to look back, and from wanting to undo what happened in the past. 


"An attitude of reconciliation helps us to cut across all the differences 

which separate us and to regard the people on the other side of the frontier 

as creatures of God like ourselves", concludes the Synod statement. 
EPS, Geneva: 


WCC STATEMENT ON VIETNAM 
WELCOMED BY EKD SYNOD 


(Berlin) - Bast German members of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany unanimously supported the WCC Central Committee's statement on 
Vietnam when they met in Potsdam last week. 


The eastern section of the Synod commended the statement, issued by the 
Central Committee at its meeting in Geneva last month, for its "balanced, 
realistic, and original approach". 


Dr. We A» Visser 't Hoott, WCC general secretay, attended both eastern 

and western section meetings of the EKD as a guest. Referring to the 
Vietnam statement and the EKD "Statement on the Position of Expellees", he 
said that member churches of the WCC must learn better how to undertake a 
service of peace and reconciliation by endeavouring to become increasingly 
concrete. EPS, Geneva. 


‘CHURCH OF SOUTH ANDI» COMMISSION 
EXAMINES BRUAWL GROUP 


(Kerala) - A commission appointed to look into a threatened breakaway by 
"backward class" Christians in Madhya Kerala diocese of the Church of South 
India is interviewing people of all shades of opinion, visiting places in 
the diocese where there has been trouble, and trying to assess the serious-— 
ness of the situation. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, has written to the Indian 
leader of the breakaway group, urging all parties to cooperate fully with 
the commission. "JT hope and pray that through its work there may be a 
real reconciliation, and that all those concerned may be enabled to work 
together with love and care for one another within the Church of South 
India", wrote Dr. Ramsey-, 
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The group anticipates submitting a report on its findings sometime in 
April, according to the Rev. Geoffrey Paul, member of the commission. 


The difficulties have grown out of long-standing tensions between "backward 


class" Christians end those of Syrian origin, who occupy many of the positions 


of influence and authority in the diocese. 


The tensions have been exacerbated by efforts to set up an Maes topelaye's 
Anglican Church" in the diocese. 


Information received in London from South India by the Church Missionary 
Society indicates that the numbers of schismatic congregations and believers 
are fairly small. a 


In New York, the Rt. Rev. Stephen F. Bayne, Jr., lately cxecutive officer 
of the Anglican communion and now vice president of the executive council 
of the Episcopal Church in America, issued a statement sketching the back— 
ground of the self-styled "Bishop" James P. Dees of the "Anglican Orthodox 
Church of North America", reported to be going to India to help organise 
the new dhurch. wes 


Bishop Bayne pointed out that Dees! claim to have been "consecrated bishop" 
in 1964 is recognised by no legitimate Anglican or Old Catholic body. On 
November 15, 1963, Dees renounced his orders and was canonically deposed 
by the Bishop of Hast Carolina of the Protestant Episcopal Church; the 
following cay he announced establishment of the “Anglican Orthodox Church". 


Bishop Bayne further notes that Dees “has been, for many years, a leading 
opponent of the American principle of inter-racial equality". EPS, Genevae 


ATHENAGORAS CALLED 
"UNQUESTIONED HEAD" OF ORTHODOXY 


(Geneva) — Representatives of the Bcumenical Patriarchate who have just 
completed visits to the orthodox churches in Russia, Rumania, Yugoslavia, ~ 
and Bulgaria are of the opinion that their trip had "particularly positive" 
results. 


The visits were devoted to the discussion of internal orthodox questions. 


Father George Tsetsis of Geneva, who travelled in the company of Metropolitan 


Meliton of Heliopolis and Theira, reported on returning that patriarchs and 
other leaders of the churches visited emphasised their close ties with the 


"mother church" in Constantinople and supported recent ecumenical initiatives 


of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, particularly last December's mutual an— 
nulment of the reciprocal excommunications exchanged. in 1054 between 
Constantinople and Rome. 


The patriarch of Bulgaria called Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras the 
"keystone" and "unquestioned head" of orthodoxy. 


Father Tsetsis also reported that the governments of the countries visited 
praised the efforts of the ecumenical patriarchate towards reconciliation © 
"between churches and between peoples". EPS, Geneva. 
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CHURCH LEADERS SUPPORT 
GRAPE-AREA STRIKERS IN CALIFORNIA . 


(Delano, Calif.) - Church leaders in California and elsewhere have taken 
strong stands in support of the striking vineyard workers whose six-month- 
old dispute with grape growers here has become the most talked-about labour 
conflict in the U.S. 


"To be neutral on this grape strike issue is to take sides", said the Rev. 
Don Ohlson, Presbyterian minister who has actively supported the strikers. 
"The growers are big and strong. The field workers have no strength. If 
the church stays out of the controversy, it supports the growers.? 


Attention has been focused on the workers! effort to organise the vineyards 
by hearings held here by the U.S. Senate subcommittee on migratory labour. 


Roman Catholic Bishop Hugh Donohoe of Stockton, Calif., told the subcommittee 
that labourers have the right to organise a union that will serve their 
legitimate interests and that "those who seek to organise farm labourers are 
not to be looked upon as outside agitators". The bishop said his statements 
fad the explicit backing of seven other California prelates. 


Bishop Donohoe!'s testimony came after a plea for economic justice for farm 
workers had been issued on March 7 by the Board of Diréctors of the California 
Church Council, an agency affiliated with the National Council of Churches in 
the USA. 


The Board!s statement called for extension of special benefits and "especially 
collective bargaining protection" to the Delano workers. "Once the people in 
Delano, with whom we were identified in our Migrant Ministry, made their own 
decision to strike, we committed ourselves to remain with them through their 
trials and to support them in their search for justice and dignity", it said. 


The strike entered a new phase last week when a group of strikers began a 
300—mile protest march to the state capital, Sacramento, The march began 
with a 90-minute confrontation with Delano law enforcement officers, remi- 
niscent of the Selma, Alabama, civil rights march last year. 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Robert Ee. Lucey of San Antonio, Texas, long a 
champion of full civil rights for migrant workers, wrote Cesar Chavez, head 
of one of the striking unions, congratulating the strikers "for the courage 
you and the other men in the union have shown in the face of the powerful and 
wealthy growers of California". EPS, Genevas 
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Us. N.« COMMISSION ADVANCES 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY DRAFT 


(United Nations, N.Y.) ~ The United Nations Human Rights Commission has 
moved closer to completion of a unique international covenant under which 
governments would guarantee religious liberty and tolerance to peoples 

of all faiths and beliefs within their borders. 


The covenant would apply not only to members of organised religions but to 
atheists as well, 


Meeting on order of the last U.N. General Assembly, the Human Rights 
Commission-approved two articles to be inserted in the proposed treaty. 


According to Article V, as adopted, U.N. member states will be asked to 
pledge active warfare on "ell forms of prejudices leading to religious in- 
tolerance, including anti-Semitism", 


As evidence of the recognised present danger of anti-Semitism, the U.S. 
delegate, Morris Abram, cited resolutions by both the World Council of 
Churches in 1961 and the more recent Vatican II. 


He recalled that the World Council's resolution urged member churches "to 
do all in their powers to resist every form of anti-Semitism". 


“A second draft, Article IV, also adopted by the Commission, calls on govern-— 
ments to Siee apes parents and guardians respect for their right to bring 
children up in the religion of their choice. 


Some limitation on this was set by a clause requiring that "the best interests 
of the shild" serve as a guiding principle for those responsible for "the 
upbringing and education" of the young. EPS, Genevas 


CATHOLIC PRELATE AND CAPETOWN MOSLEMS 
OPPOSE FORCED MOVE OF AFRICANS 


(Capetown) ~ Owen Cardinal McCann, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Capetown, 
and the Moslem Judicial Council in South Africa have issued statements 
opposing removal of Africans from District Six, Capetown's traditionally 
native African area which the government has ordered to be converted into 
a white region. 


Some 20,000 persons now live in the slum area which is to become the site 
of a white urban renewal project. 


In a pastoral letter read in Capetown churches, Cardinal McCann said non-= 
whites should remain in the area and be given better housing. "JT am 
concerned", said the cardinal, "but I can only raise my voice in protest 
against a Holes that seems to be based on colour only". 


The Moslem Judicial Council warned the 12,000 Moslems living in the area 
against assisting the removal of people foc District Six. The warning 
quoted a verse from the Koran which warns Moselms from dealing unfairly 
with others lest "the fire seize you" and said that a special prayer, "the 
lament of the distressed", will be recited in all Capetown mosques in hope 
that the government would relent. 


Protests against the resettlement have also come from an Anglican priest 
whose parish lies inside the district and from a Methodist Ghurch publication. 
EPS, Geneva. 
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NEW SPANISH LAW ABOLISHES 
PRESS CENSORSHIP 


(Madrid) ~ The 595-member Spanish Cortes has approved a new press law 
abolishing censorship restrictions "except in an emergency or war as laid 
down by the law". 


The law will become effective on April 6 after signing by Generalissimo 
Francisco Franco. When it takes effect, it will end a 28-year period in 
which only one Spanish journal, Ecclesia, a publication of Spain!s Catholic 
Action organization, has been free of government censroship. 


Although the new bill abolishes the government censorship office, a copy 
of any publication must be submitted to the Spanish Ministry of Information 
before it can be distributed. All reporters, furthermore, must belong to 
the journalists! union which is tightly controlled by the state. 


Manuel Fraga Iribarne, Minister of Information and Tourism, said in a talk 
last year to the International Press Club here that under his administration 
the new law would be given the most liberal interpretation possible. 


The status of Catholic Church publications under the law is a matter to be 
arranged betwoen the government and the appropriate committee of the Spanish 
’ hierarchy. EPS, Genevae 


"TARGET DATE" SNARLS TALKS TOWARDS 
ELIMINATION OF NEGRO JURISDICTION 


(Atlanta) - Progress towards the elimination of the Central (Negro) 
Jurisdiction of The Methodist Church in the USA has been stalled by the 
question of when racial segregation in the church regional units should be 
abolished. 


Representatives of the Central and Southeastern Jurisdictionsof the church 
meeting here were unable to agree on a resolution to be presented to their 
respective annual conferences. 


Negro leaders said they would not be able to get conference approval of any 
plan that did noi include some sort of schedule for merging the two confer- 
ences. They urged a 1968 deadline but indicated they might accept 1972. 


White leaders felt unable to gain conference approval for any proposal that 
did specify a date. They pointed out that some areas were ready for inter- 
racial conferences now, but that in some states any deadline might not be 
acceptable. EPS, Geneyae 


TROOPS BURN DOWN R.C. SEMINARY 
IN SOUTHERN SUDAN 


(Rome ) - A group of government troops burned down Okaru Junior Seminary in 
the Juba Vicariate Apostolic of Southern Sudan, on February 6, according 
to an eye-witness report just received here via Uganda,» 


The soldiers first fired at a group of farm people near the seminary, 
killing three of them. A priest, two brothers, and the seminarists still 
at the seminary, on hearing the firing, took refuge in the nearby forest. 
They have since made their way to the seminary of Pokia, near Arua, in 
Uganda. The soldiers set fire to the seminary buildings, and the fire 
lasted three days and nights. EPS, Geneva, 
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INTER-RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE ON PEACE 
CALLS FOR GOOD FRIDAY CEASE-FIRE 


(Washington, D.C.) - The National Inter-Religious Conference on Peace which 
met here March 15-17 instructed its leaders to ask President Johnson to 
announce the readiness of the U.S. to join in a cease-fire of indefinite 
duration in Vietnam, beginning on Good Friday, April 8. 


A broad policy statement adopted by the 500 conference delegates coupled 
the cease-fire with a request that the U.S. also halt all bombing in Vietnan, 
and that both sides cease their military build-up in the country. 


The statement also called for ACRES TE of the People's Republic of China 
to the United Nations. 


Conference delegates called on the National Council of Churches, the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, the Synagogue Council of America, the National 
Association of Evangelicals and other representative church bodies to "join 
us" in a call to a National Conference on Religion and Peace, Conference, 
co-chairmen were instructed to explore the possibilities of calling a World 
Inter-Religious Conference on Peace next year. 


Co-chairmen of the meeting were: The Most Rev. John J. Wright, Diocese of. 
Pittsburgh (Roman Catholic); Dr. D. McL. Greeley, president of the Unitarian- 
Universalists Association; Rabbi M. N. Hisendrath, president of the Union 

of American Hebrew Congregations; the Rt. Rev. John B. Hines, Presiding 
Bishop, Protestant Episcopal Church; Bishop John W. Lord, Bishop of the 
Washington area of the Methodist Church; and Archbishop Iakovos, prelate 

of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America. EPS, Geneva. 


NEW EFFORT TO UNFROCK 
PROFESSOR GEYSER REPORTED 


(Capetown) - It has been reported here that the General Commission of the 
Dutch Reformed of Africa (Hervormd) is planning a new attempt to unfrock 
Professor Albert Geyser, who withstood one previous similar attempt. 
Professor Geyser is now head of the department of religion in the philosophi- 
cal faculty of the University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg. 


In an out-of-court settlement in 1961 Professor Geyser won reinstatement in 
the church on order from the Pretoria Supreme Court, and the church paid the 
full $130,000 costs of the case. 


According to reports, the Commission plans to bring charges against the 
professor on the basis of a libel suit he and another clergyman have filed 
against the author and editor of an article in an official church publication,* 


The current General Commission action against the controversial leader of the 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa is based on a section of church law 
adopted after the earlier civil court action. The church law forbids any 
member of the church to appeal to secular courts in cases involving church 
disciplinary matters. 


According to observers here, the action started by the General Commission 
would be tantamount to a decision that no member of the Dutch Reformed Church 
could institute a civil. action against another member,’ EPS, Geneva. 


* accusing them, among. other things, of being Communists. 
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Die Kerkbode, official journal of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa, 
has sharply criticised the election of Dr. Eugene Carson Blake as general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches. The magazine found cause for 
"apprehension" in Dr. Blake's strong positions on racial equality and 
Christian unity. The Dutch Reformed Church of the Transvaal, the Dutch 
Reformed Church of the Cape Province, and the Dutch Reformed Church in South 
Africa all severed ties with the World Council of Churches in late 1961 
after challenging findings of the World Council-sponsored Cottesloe Confer- 
ence which criticised South African government apartheid policies. 


* * * 


More than 5,000 people from 35 countries have signed the statement "They 

Are Our Brothers Whom We Kill", issued by the International Committee of 
Conscience on Vietnam. Signers included Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, 
Moslem, and humanist leaders from six continents. The International Com- 
mittee of Conscience on Vietnam, under the sponsorship of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, is an outgrowth of the Clergymen's Emergency Committee. 


* * * 


A Methodist minister in Chester, England, has invited Communists to criticise 
his sermons. Hach Sunday the Rev. David Bridges asks his congregation to 
remain after the service and say vhat they really think about his preaching. 
He introduced the practice because he thought clergymen were too reluctant 

to accept criticism and now has invited members of other denominations, 
Communists and others to attend. 


* * * 


The Rev. Akina Endo has been elected dean of the theological faculty at 
Doshisha University in Japan. He replaces Dr. Masao Takenaka. 


* * * 


Life in the urban Friends Meetings in Cuba has been little affected by the 
revolution, though it is no longer possible to carry on work in the rural 
centres, which used to be numerous, reports a recent visitor to the island 
in Quaker Life, a U.S. Quaker publication. The five stated pastors now. 

in Guba are carrying on their work. Emigration is a problem, "but it seems 
clear now that a core will remain, and perhaps new leadership will emerge 
that will be more flexible". 


*% % *% 


Roman Catholic and Anglican bishops took part in an ecumenical service 

attended by about 500 persons in a Catholic church on Conakry, Guinea. 
Giving talks at the assembly were Archbishop Raymond Tchidimbo of Conakry 
and Anglican Bishop Timonth Olufosoye of Gambia and Guinea. 


x x x 


Roman Catholics and Presbyterians from two neighbourhood churches in Seoul, 
Korea, agreed in a joint conference to have a prayer service in common on 
the first Sunday of every month in the future. The meeting of the two 
congregations was the first of its kind ever held in Korea. 


* * * 


The Methodist Church's magazine for college students, motive, has been 
commended for skilful and dramatic presentations of major issues in a 
small-circulation Protestant magazine. The commendation from the Graduate 
School of Journalism at Columbia University in New York. 


# * * * 
od 1 4 : f . Fh 
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The Revised Psalter, Pointed for Use with Anglican Chants has been published 


in England. The eight-year work of revision began in 1958. Five years 
were spent correcting translation errors; three more were needed to make 
sure that what is accurate can be sung. Dr. Coggan, Archbishop of York 
and chairman of the revision commission, said that use of the new book is 
optional, and that "congregations can go on singing nonsense if they like". 


* * * 


The Bishop of Sheffield, the Rt. Rev. John Taylor, has set up a working 
party to examine the aims and future of the twenty~year-old Sheffield 
Industrial Mission. The decision was taken after a large number of steel 
workers had protested to him over the removal of two chaplains attached to 
the mission. 


* * * 


Mgr. Milan Dobrovoljac, Old Catholic bishop and president of the Union of 
Old Catholic Churches in Yugoslavia, has died in Belgrade. 


* % * 


The Synod of the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, meeting under the chairmanship 


of Archbishop Makarios of Nicosia, has expressed its approval of the decision 


taken on December 7, 1965, by Pope Paul VI and the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople to lift the mutual anathemas of 1054. 


* * * 


According to press reports, the first session of the Episcopal Synod of 
the Roman Catholic Church will begin October 17, 1967 and last "for some 
weeks", The Synod was created by Pope Paul VI in an announcement made on 
the opening day of the fourth session of the Second Vatican Council. 


* x  * 


CORRECTION. In EPS No. 6, dated February 24, the article "Austrian church 
chides pastor for role in mixed marriage" stated that Pastor Robert Kauer 
had been reprimanded by the Evangelical Church in Austria for participating 
in a mixed marriage held in a Roman Catholic church, "despite the fact that 
the church had not issued a general prohibttion until after the wedding had 
taken place". The Evangelical Oberkirchenrat of the Helvetic Confession in 
Vienna has asked us to make the following correction: "On September 23rd, 
1965 Pastor Kauer informed his superior (Superintendent Mauer) of his agree— 
ment with Cardinal Koenig about a mixed marriage, and the superintendent 
informed him that he must not officiate in any way in a Catholic wedding in 
a Catholic church, In spite of this express’ prohibition, in October 1965, 
Pastor Kauer, in clerical garb, assisted at the wedding céremony. By so 
doing he committed an infringement of the Evangelical Church. He therefore 
received a stern reprimand in writing." EPS, Genevae 
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VISSER 'T HOOFT STATEMENT 
ON MIXED MARRIAGE INSTRUCTION 


(Geneva) - Dr. We Ae Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, issued the following statement here on March 50 on the recent 
Roman Catholic instruction on mixed marriages, matrimonii sacramentums 


"Although the Instruction represents a slight step forward, it does not 

come up to the expectations raised by the promulgation of the Declaration on 
Religious Liberty and the Decree on Ecumenism, and especially by the dis-— 
cussion on Mixed Marriages at the Vatican Council. The Instruction removes 
only the tiniest fraction of the difficulties which the present regulations 
present for non-Roman marriage partners. 


The most important improvement is the fact that Roman Catholic Christians 

who have bcen married outside the Roman Catholic Church will no:longer be 
excommunicated. This decision will be a great relief to many Roman Catholics, 
and indireetly:it implies increasing recognition of a marriage contracted 
outside the Roman Catholic Church. The wording of the Instruction also,opens 
a door towards making it possible to show more respect for the conscience of 
the non-Roman partner, at least in some cases, Although a’ promise that the 
children shatl-:be brought up*as Roman Catholics will still be normally 
required, there is now,a possibility for a decision to be taken by the Holy 
See to dispense with this promise. Everything will depend on what use is 
made of this possibility: 


However, the Instruction does not fulfil what might have been expected in 
the present state of the ecumenical encounter, because: 


a) It draws no real distinction between marriage between two Christians 
of different confessions, and marriage between a Christian and a 
non=Christian. It does not bring out the things wiich are common 
to all Christians, even if they belong to separated churches. 


b) It still exacts a promise from the nqn-Roman Catholic partner to 
bring up the children as Roman Catholics, instead of leaving this 
decision to the parents. The fact that the promise can be given 
orally in certain cases hardly eases the situations 


c) It still does not recognise the validity of a mixed marriage 
contracted outside the Roman Catholic Church (with the ex- 
ception of marriages contracted in the OrtHodox Church, on 
which the Vatican Council has taken a decision in another 
context). 


The Instruction makes provision for a non-Roman pricst or pastor to pro- 
nounce a blessing or something cquivalent after the Roman Catholic ceremony 
has been concluded.s It is for the individual churches to say what they 
think about this possibility. It is improbable, however, that participation 
of this kind will be welcomed. Sri thie antag Ate i ha iii fea 


The Instruction was not published in the expected form of a papal motu 
proprio. This fact entitles one to hope that the Instruction is not the 
last word on the matter, The relations between the Roman Catholic Church 
and the member churches of the World Council of Churches have developed so 
Much that preparations not only could, but should be made for further steps 
in the ecumenical conversation," EPS, Geneva. 
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PROTESTANT DISAPPOINTMENT 
OVER MIXED MARRIAGE CHANGES 


(Geneva) - The predominant tone of comments received here on the new Vatican 
regulations governing mixed marriages has been critical reserve, tempered by 
the hope that they represent only the first step towards a finally more 
acceptable reform of Roman Catholic church law. 


The attitude of many Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican observers was summed 
up in statements made by Dr. Richacl Ramsey, in the course of his historic 
trip to Rome, and Geneva. 


At press conferences in both cities, Dr. Ramsey emphasised that the 
Instruction "does not meet the conscience of Anglicans or other non-Roman 
Christians". He said that the problems surrounding mixed marriages are a 
"practical: barrier" tc Christian unity. "J don't know of any other that so 
affects Christian unity", he said. 


At the same time, he expressed the conviction that the Instruction is not 
Rome's final word. He said mixcd marriages will be discussed at future 
contacts between Anglican and Roman Catholic churches. 


Bishop Emilianos of Mcloa, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople to the World Council of Churches, called the Instruction 
"primarily juridicial and confessional (and) inadequately pastoral and 
ecumenical" in a statement released here on March 30. "Love of family 
appears to have to be sacrificed on the altar of canonical loyalty", he said. 
At the same time, Bishop Emilianos noted the provisional character of the 
document and hoped that reactions from within and without the Roman Church 
‘may lead to a later and final version "more inspired by true Christian love, 
pastoral care, and the ecumenical spirit so manifestly proclaimed at the 
Vatican Council". 


Lutheran Bishop Dr. Hanns Lilje said in Hannover that this "very small step 
forward" must be followed by patient interconfessional discussions of the 
problem. The retroactive lifting of excommunication for Catholics who 
have been married before a non-Catholic minister, said Lilje, is an "impor- 
tant change", but the new regulations governing education of the children 
of mixed marriages are a "great disappointment". 


In Austria, Bishop Dr. Gerhard May of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession viewed the instruction as "falling short of the pastoral wisdom 
of the constitution Provida of 1906 and the decree Ne temere of 1907". 


The decree "as little meets the demand made by the Council fathers and many | 
other Catholics during the Council as it corresponds to the spirit of De 
oecumenismo and the declaration on religious freedom", said Dr. May. — 
‘Concern for for the troubled consciences in mixed marriages is not put to 
rest by the decree", though it leaves: room "to hope for a further revision". 


In England, the New Christian pal Roe desee sharply: "The most serious 
tmatter..».is that in the year 1966 a great branch of the Christian Church has 
refused to abandon a view of marriage which is theologically unsound and 
_pastorally absurd." 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) council 
and bishop-elect of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Berlin-Brandenburg, , 
expressed particular disappointment at the one-sided emphasis given the 
responsibility of the Catholic partner for the education of children. Such 
an imbalance violates the understanding of marriage as a covenant of shared 
responsibility, said Dr. Scharf. 


(more) 
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Pastor Westphal, president of the French Protestant Federation, called the 
instruction a "half-measure", saying that "the schemata on Religious Liberty 
and Ecumenism led us to hope that the new instruct’ons concerning mized 
marriages would show more respect for our Protestant churches". 


Dr. Oliver R. Harms, president of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, said 
in the USA that although some restrictions on inter-religious marriages 
have been modified, the "basic objections for Protestants" still remain. 
He expressed. appreciation for the removal of requirements of a written 
_pledge from the non-Catholic partner to raise the children in the Catholic 
faith. "But our Lutheran people take oral promises seriously", he said; 
"so the verbal agreement, in our view, is just as binding as if it were 
written". 


Missouri Synod clergymen, Dre Harms added, would still not be permitted to 
take part in a marriage service in a Roman Catholic church involving a 

couple of Catholic and Lutheran backgrounds "because such participation would 
be contrary to our church's position on joint worship". 


In an interview in Rome, Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, emphasised that the new regula~ 
tions were "experinental, that is, with the reservation that they must be 
tested in practice". Conceding that many had been disappointed by the 
regulations, he said: "It should be said frankly that in a certain sense no 
solution could ever be entirely satisfactory. The very problem of mixed 
marriages reveals the whole paradox of the separation among Christians. 

The only real solution is the very unity of Christians." EPS, Genevae 


GENEVA: DR. RAMSEY CALLS wcc 
"SERVANT OF CHURCHES, TRADITIONS"! 


(Geneva) - "The World Council of Churches has been a glorious servant of this 
great process of flowing together and growing toge‘her...the involvement of 
all churches with one another, and all Christians with one another that has 
become the great fact of this time." 


In these words, the Archbishop of Canterbury paid tribute to the contribution 
of the WCC to interchurch understanding, and its continuing significance as 
the instrument of the movement towards ecumenical unity, when-iic visited the 
new Ecumenical Centre here for the first time on March 25, 


Dr. Ramsey, who visited Geneva following his meeting with Pope Paul VI in 
Rome earlicr in the week, is a president of the ecumenical body uniting in 
its membership 218 Anglican, Orthodox, and Protestant churches throughout 
the world. 


In a meeting with WCC staff in the Geneva headquarters building, the 
Archbishop stressed that every iniative is to be welcomed that makes genuine 
meeting between churches easicr, whether that iniative comes from a single 
church, a family of churches, or from an organisation like the World Council. 


The Anglican communion, he continued, does not view itself, as critics have 
charged, as a "bridge" between Protestantism and Roman Catholicism. Instead, 
it hopes humbly to serve the other communities of Christians. 


The Archbishop presented Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft with the Lambeth Cross, 
highest honour which can be given by the Anglican Church. He recalled that 
he had first met Dr. Visser 't Hooft in 1936, during preparations for the 
Oxford Life and Work Conference, and said that he had since learned to 
respect him as a true theologian and personality who has constantly served 
the interests of all churches. 


(more) 
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Dr. Ramsey's visit to the Ecumenical Centre, which began with Holy Communion 
celebrated by him in the chapel, was preceded the day before by a reception 
in the Cathedral of St. Pierre, where he was welcomed by leaders of the 
National Protestant Church of Genevar That evening, the Archbishop preached 
in the English Church here. BPS, Geneva. 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 
IN ROME 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI and the Archbishop of hem cenbusy) Dr. Michael Ramsey, 
announced the initiation of "a serious dialogue" between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Church of England in a joint communiqué issued on March 24 
at the conclusion of the Anglican primate's visit to Rome. 


They expressed the hope that the discussions between the two churches "may 
dead to that unity in truth for which Christ prayed". 


Basis for the discussions, according to the statement, is to be "the Gospels 
and...ethe ancient common traditions". The dialogue whould include "not only 
theological matters, such as Scripture, tradition and the liturgy, but also 
Matters of practical difficulty felt on either side". 


The communiqué was read in Latin and English by representatives of the Pope 
and the Archbishop in the basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls. 


Pope Paul called attention to the historic significance of the Archbishop's 
visit in his statement at the formal meeting of the two Christian leaders 

in the Sistine Chapel on March 24. By his visit to, Rome, said the Pope, 
the Archbishop was rebuilding the bridge between Canterbury and Rome which 
had been broken many centuries ago, "a bridge of respect, esteem, and 
charity". There are still many "grave and complex" questions dividing 
their two churches, he said, especially in the sphere of doctrine and church 
discipline, “and for now it must be so, for the reverence due to truth and 
to freedom, until such time that we may merit the supreme grace of true and 
perfect unity in faith and communion". 


In his reply, Dr. Ramsey said: "May the grace of God enable us to serve this 
divine purpose by our meeting and enable Christians everywhere to feel the 
pain of their division and to seek unity in truth and holiness." 


At the reception, Pope Paul and Dr. Ramsey sat side by side on identical 
seats. The meeting was also attended by representatives of Orthodox, 
Lutheran, Methodist and Baptist clergy. 


Other outstanding events in the Archbishop's two-day visit were a private 
audience in which the two churchmen conferred together for over two hours, 
and a visit to the tomb of Pope John XXIII. There Dr. Ramsey knelt and 
prayed for some time. EPS, Geneva. 
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RELIGION AS A SPUR 
TO SOCIAL PROGRESS 


(New York) - Though many regard religion as a block to economic and social 
progress in developing countries, a group of experts in international develop— 
ment has urged here that religious beliefs, leadership, and institutions be 
harnessed to promote such progress. 


"The religious community", said Dana Ds Reynolds, consultant to U.S. AID, 
"offers one of several powerfully effective communications systems in 
countries where we see none", 


He added: "While we tend to look at religious systems as rigid, immutable, 
actually they are undergoing revolutionary readjustments to problems related 
to food, population, industrialisation, and other facets of modern develop- 
ment.« 


Speaking on a panel on the role of religious thought and institutions in 
development during a conference of the Society for International Development, 
Mr. Reynolds cited examples of revision and reappraisal in Islem and Roman 
Catholicism. "In varying degrees, the same goes for Buddhism, Hinduism, and 
other faiths", he said. ; EPS, Genevae 


NIKODIM: CHANGE OF TACTICS 
IN ATHEISTIC PROPAGANDA 


(Helsinki) - "The atheistic propaganda in Russia has not decreased, but it has 
changed. Where it used to be anticlerical, it now tries to operate on a 
so-called 'scientific'basis, without making fun of the ministry and church." 


Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad and Lagoda, director of the foreign office 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, made this statement in an interview with 
Finnish journalists here. 


Metropolitan Nikodim related this change in tactics to the fall from power of 
former Prime Minister N. Khruschev. 


The Russian Orthodox Church faces its greatest challenge today in the field 

of Christian education, said the Metropolitan. Teaching in the schools is 
saturated with atheistic propaganda. The church is permitted to preach only 
in church buildings or in private homes; religious teaching or other activity 
in the schools is completely forbidden. 


As a result, said the Russian churchman, preaching and the transmission of 
what is heard in sermons by the hearers in their housing areas and among 
their friends assumes much greater importance in the Soviet Union today than 
previously., EPS, Geneva. 


CHRISTIANITY NOT DECLINING 
IN BRITAIN, CHURCHMAN SAYS 


(London) - An official of the British Council of Churches, writing in the 
Council's bulletin, The Church in the World, has urged that rather than 
declining, Christian commitment in Britain remains "greater than political 
commitment". 


(more ) 
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The Rev. Kenneth Lawton, secretary of the Council's Social Responsibility 
Department, took issue with the frequently-voiced opinion that numbers of 
committed Christians are declining steadily and that Christians are a tiny 
minority in the population. 


"Christians are the largest vocal opinion-forming group in the community, and 
the statistically-minded amongst the politically informed have not fully 
realised this fact. No evidence exists for the assumption that sympathy 
for ,the Christian way is declining", wrote Mr. Lawton. 


Careful analysis of widely~published statistical surveys purporting to "prove" 
that the vroportion of the population going to church has dropped dramatically 
in the past ten years leads Mr. Lawton to the conclusion that the surveys in 
question are "based on comparison of incompatible samples and.+.quite un- 
founded". : 


In fact, "the proportion of those attending church is not so small but isee. 
larger than the proportion giving support to any other policy or philosophy", 
he maintains. EPS, Genevas 


THREATS FORCE MINISTER TO 
FOREGO ADOPTION OF NEGRO BOY 


(Fullerton, Cale) - A Protestant chaplain and his wife here, both white, said 
they had been forced to give up a two-year-old Negro boy they adopted last 
year because of persistent telephone calls which “harassed, humiliated, 
and threatened" them. 


The Rev. Albert Cohen, 38, chaplain at California State College here, said he 
and his wife were to sign final adoption papers for little David, but instead 
will return him to the Los Angeles County Adoption Agency. 


"We have to give up", he said. "We thought we could stand up and be counted 
but we just don't have the personal strength." 


Mr. and Mrs. Cohen have four children, and, said the minister, they seemed © 
to be the target of the threatening phone calls. EPS, Genevae 


BEYERS NAUDE CONDEMNS 
DRC SILENCE ON FORCED RESETTLEMENT 


(Capetown) - South Africa's major Dutch Reformed Churches have been criti- 
cised for failure to, speak out against a government policy which will trans- 
form a coloured section of Capetown into a white-only area (EPS No.9). 


Dr. Ce F. Beyers Naude, director of the Christian Institute of South Africa, 
assailed Dutch Reformed silence on the plan which will remove all coloured 
residents of the city's so-called District 6. 


A former moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Southern Transvaal, 
Dr. Naude charged that the churches! inaction was proof of "a deadening of 
our sense of fairness and the suppression of the voice of conscience", 


Dr. Naude noted that the government had described its plans for District 6 as 
part of a slum clearance project. If this were true, he said, the area would 
have been cleared and rebuilt for its traditional coloured residents. 


Dr. Naude questioned whether the government would have acted in the same way 


(more) 
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if District 6 residents had been predominantly white or if they had been as 
strongly opposed to the intended move as the coloured residents are. 


"I have spoken of the matter with devoted Afrikaans churchmen and I om 
convinced that thousands of Afrikaans are unhappy ebout the move", he said, 
"hut their voice will not be heard because they fear this would be regarded 


as a political action". EPS, Genevae 
' 
RHODESIA: 
"ON THE WAY TO APARTHEID" 
(London) - "If Mr. Smith wins, then rigid apartheid is the future in store 


for the African population." y 


This is the judgement of the Rev. T. A. Beetham in an article published on 
_ March 25.in The Times here. 


. Mr. Beetham has recently visited Rhodesia for the sixth time in 15 years. 


The Methodist minister quoted a senior African pastor as saying: "We do not 
want black rules; but we must have protection for our point of view and only 
50-50 representation will do that. What we do want after all these years 
is the same right as Europeans to build a house or buy a farm where we like 
in our own country." 


Last month's report to the Smith government of a Select Committee on 
Political Boycott recommends that an African placed on detention more than 
once lose his house and be sent for the rest of his life to his reserve, 
where his father came from. This indicates the government's intention to 
sharpen, rather than relax, the Land Apportionment Act. 


"This is the South African pattern of apartheid in all its nakedness", 
comments Beetham. 


"There is an increasing rift in the church in Rhodesia", continues the 
article. "Its leaders, speaking for the majority of their members, have 
. spoken with a clear voice; most of their Buropean members do not agree 
with then." 


As an example of the rift, the writer cites the anger aroused in the con- 
gregation and in the Rhodesian parliament when Father Bishop of the Com= 

munity of the Resurrection referred to police bzutality in a sermon in the 
Anglican Cathedral in Salisbury recently. 


"Today instances of the slashing of European tobacco ahanbupighe wenn eae 
African ‘huts, the breaking down of communal cattle dips seems fairly wide- 
spread, if reports of cases in magistrates! courts are true", reports 
Beetham. 


"Many of those who testify in the courts in these cases receive a money 
reward from the police. This is the classic colonial situation." 
EPS, Geneva. 
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BRETHREN URGE REVISION 
OF U.S. CHINA POLICY 


(Blgin, Ill.) - The General Brotherhood Board of the Church of the Brethren 

approved a resolution calling on the U.S. government "to revise drastically 

its policy towards the People's Republic of China" when it met here on March 
25< 


"The realities and conditions for peaceful international relations today 
require that all major nations be included and participate in the family of 
nations", said the statement. "We urge our government to give diplomatic 
recognition to the People's Republic of China." 


The resolution was commended to the church!s 200,000 members for study, and 
urged them to use appropriate means to influence public and governmental 
opinion, 


On other points, the resolution recommended re-establishment of communication, 
travel, trade and cooperative development projects between the U.S. and China; 
seating of the People's Republic in the U.N.; its involvement in inter- 
national negotiations on such issues as disarmament, non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons, and a nuclear weapons test—ban; an equitable settlement of 
the international position of Taiwan; and withdrawal of armed forces of the 
Republic of China from the islands of Quemoy and Matsu, 


In the paragraph on resumption of full travel, trade and other relationships, 


the Board statement said: "Our church would welcome the opportunity of 
having an exchange visit with appropriate leaders of the Christian Church in 
China." EPS, Genevae 


PRESBYTERIAN PANEL SEEKS 
RENEWED RELATIONS WITH CHINA 


(New York) - United Presbyterians in the USA have moved towards preparing 
Christians for the possibility of renewed relations with the church in China. 


The Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA voted on March 22 to create a China Relations Panel "for 
continuous study of developments in China generally, in the Chinese church, 
and in Sino—American relations". The panel will be composed of churchmen | 
knowledgeable about East Asia, scholars on China, and international affairs 
specialists. 


The action was taken in the wake of revived debate regarding U-S. foreign 
policy on China. 


In an introductory statement to the proposal, the commission noted "the 
urgency of developing greater understanding of China amidst a changing 
situation in America's relations with that nation". It also recognised 
"Ghe responsibility to develop greater understanding in the United 
Presbyterian Church of the role of the church in China” and the necessity 
of preparing "our church for the possibility of renewed relations with the 
church in China". 


The Commission also voted to participate in placing field consultants on 
China in Asia and New York. It voiced its desire to explore and implement 
such a programme through the National Council of Churches or with other 
interested church bodies» EPS, Genevas 
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ANGLICAN-—PRESBYTERIAN UNITY: 
BRITISH REPORT PUBLISHED 


(London) - The long-awaitea report on Anglican-Presbyterian conversations in 
England and Scotland was published here on March 24. 


Conversations between the two communions have been conducted, with much 
stopping and starting, since 1932. 


The present report is the work of four panels appointed by the Church of 
Scotland, the Church of England, the Presbyterian Church of England, and the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland. The panels have been at work for four years.e 


The report encourages direct talks between the two Scottish and the two 
English churches, respectively. Ultimately, the report envisages a United 
Church of Scotland and a United Church of England, in full communion with 
each other. 


_"We were not disposed to consider either the absorption of one church by the 
other or the creation of a new Church of Great Britain", says the report, 
"none of our members was prepared to argue that this was either desirable 
in the light of history or theologically necessary". EPS, Geneva. 


NIGERIA CHURCH UNION 
STALLED BY LEGAL ACTION 


(Lagos) - Hopes for withdrawal of the threatened court case which halted the 
Church Unity celebrations in Nigeria last December, and for speedy ahage 
tion of negotiations, have been shattered here. 


A Lagos High Court has restrained two Anglican bishops "from uileweulin 
enticing away or procuring two Methodist leaders to dissolve the Methodist 
Church of Nigeria’ without the consent of every member of the Olowogbowo 
Methodist Church", 


The Anglican bishops are Bishop Kale of Lagos, and Bishop Odutola of Ibadan. 
The Methodist leaders are the Rev. Drs Soremekum, president of the Methodist 
Conference, and the Rev. G. E. Igwe, secretary. 


The court found thet there was sufficient case for an interim injunction and 
set dates for further hearings. EPS, Geneva. 


BAPTISTS TO SHARE 
IN UNITY DISCUSSIONS 


(London) ~ The Council of the Baptist Union voted last week to enter into 
discussions being initiated by the British Council of Churches to explore 
more fully the meaning of "covenanting for union by 1980". 


The Baptist Union has been: hindered by differences of opinion in its own 
ranks from participation in ecumenical discussion. 


The BCC-sponsored talks will provide opportunity for the four churches already 
engaged in conversations to share more widely their convictions and problems, 
for those churches not able to covenant to state their reasons for standing 
out, and for hesitations and difficulties to be carefully examined, 


The Council also agreed to fixing the date, of ‘Easter onthe Sunday following 
the second Saturday in April. EPS, Geneva. 
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METHODIST-E.U.B. 
UNIFICATION PLAN ENDORSED 


(Philadelphia, Pa.) ~ The proposed unification of The Methodist Church and 
the Evangelical United Brethren Church has been given endorsement by American 
Methodism's top agency in inter-church relations, the Commission on 
Ecumenical Affairs. 


"The year 1966 - the bi-centennial of American Methodism - once more affords 
our church an opportunity for bold and decisive action", the commission said 
in a 1,500-word statement adopted unanimously during its annual meeting here. 


"Tf we are to be true to our heritage, we will elect to undertake the risks 
of faith which attach to our uniting with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church in the establishment of what can only be called a new denomination", 
said the statement. 


The statement noted that the proposed step is in keeping with the history of 
both denominations and said that it could be seen as an extension of the 1939 
re-unification of three branches of Methodism in the USA. EPS, Geneva. 


FREE CHURCH COUNCIL NOTES 
GROWTH OF COOPERATION 


(Newcastle-on-Tyne ) ~ The "encouraging" frequency with which Britain's 
Anglicans, Roman Catholics, and free churchmen now get together in con- 
structive action was referred to in a top-level report submitted to the 
National Congress of the Free Church Federal Council. 


The Council embraces Methodists, Baptists, Congregationalists, Presbyterians, 
and others, 


General Secretary of the Council, the Rev. A. Rs. Vine, said in a report on 
the free churches! relations with other communions: "An encouraging sign of 
the times is the frequency with which the three main streams of Christian 
witness —- Anglican, Roman Catholic, and free church - take counsel together 
on a great variety of matters." 


At the same time he noted that union of the churches seemed farther in the 
future than some had hoped a few years ago. He emphasised that it was no 
use "surrendering vital principles right and left merely for some kind of 
mechanical union". 


On the subject of religious education - a burning topic in Britain today 
among pupils as well as teachers, educationalists, and parents - Mr. Vine's 
report. says: "...We are in continuous contact with Anglicans, the Catholics, 
and the Department of Equcation and Science (of the government) to maintain 
both the general interests of the Christian religion and the particular 
rights and emphases of the free churches." 


Moderator of the Free Church Federal Council for 1966-67 is the Rev. Norman 
Goodall, who was chairman of the Congregational Union of England and Wales in 
1954-55 and has been moderator of the International Congregational Council 
Since 1962. He was formerly assistant general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches. - 


In a preliminary message to the Congress, Dr. Goodall declared, "we meet at a 
time when there is renewed questioning amongst us concerning the future of 
the Free Church Federal Council. : 


"This is a situation by no means peculiar to the Council. Few historic 

institutions can escape the necessity for appraising the relevance of their » 

original aims and characteristic methods to the world in which we live today." 
EPS, Genevae 
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‘AMERICA! URGES BISHOPS! . 
STUDY OF CELIBACY 


(New York) - A leading Jesuit journal published here has urged American. 
bishops to authorise a "reliable and impartial study by competent experts" 
of the Catholic church's discipline on priestly celibacy. 


A March 26 editorial in the weekly America said that in view of the increasing 
number of articles on celibacy in the secular press it is now time that the 
question receives "significant and prudent scrutiny and communication on the 
part of our bishops". 


Citing recent articles in popular magazines and newspapers, America said it 
has become "quite clear that priestly celibacy is now permanently and pro- 
minently on the list of church questions judged suitable for impassioned 
reporting and discussion in the secular press". 


In view of this, America stressed, there should be an “ascertaining and 
airing" of factual data, such as how many priests in various countries 
_withdraw from the priesthood because of celibacy. It said the study could 
also include an evaluation of the experience of Episcopal and Orthodox 
churches which have a married clergy. 


"It may be", the editorial continued, "that many Catholics will be shocked to 
realise how many ordained priests have, both with and without official sanc- 
tion, withdrawn from the exercise of their priesthood, and how many of such 
cases clearly involve some failure in priestly chastity. 


"But as long as the facts are unknown, a vague uneasiness unresolved by clear 
statement and decisive action may be corrosive of confidence in the Church's 
ability to face this question and similar ones that concern all the faith- 

; atoll Wares 


"Knowing the facts will at least assure us of the true dimensions ve the 
problem we are facing. It may be less - or more — of a problem than we 
think." EPS, Genevae 


PARTICIPANTS NAMED 
FOR EKD-RC TALKS 


(Berlin) - Four Protestants and four Roman Catholics will meet after Easter 
to initiate official conversations between the Evangelical Church in airs | 
(EKD) and the German Catholic Bishops! Conference. 


According to an announcement made here this week by Bishop Hermann 
Dietzfelbinger of the Lutheran Church in Bavaria, mixed marriages will be 
one of the major topics on the group!s agenda. 


EKD representatives will be Dr. Gustav Heinemann, Pastor Udo Schmidt, and 
Dr. Wolfgang Sucker, in addition to Bishop Dietzfelbinger. Archbishop 
Lorenz Jaeger (Paderborn), Bishop Joseph Hoffner (Muenster), Bishop Joseph 
Stimple (Augsburg), and Bishop Hermann Volk (Mainz) will represent the 
conference of bishops. 


Other topics suggested for the April discussions include joint Bible trans-— 
lations, sponsorship of inter-confessional programmes, issues arising from 
the EKD memorandum on the position of expellees, and the oxchange of letters 
between the German and Polish Catholic hierarchies on possibilities for 
normalisation of relations between their two countries. EPS, Genevas 
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IN BRIEF 


Six hundred tons of foodstuffs left Rostock (DDR) py ship last week for 
India. The Hast German churches! contribution to Indian famine relief is 
being financed from funds raise through the German "Bread for the World" 


appeal. oe wea J 


The latest in a series of theological discussions between representatives of 
the Church of England and the Evangelical Church in Germany was held March 
21 - 25 in Bethel, West Germany. Theme of the talks was "Word and Sacrament". 


x x * 


The newspaper Soviet Kirgizia in the USSR reports that two women, Yelena 
Chernetskaye and Maria Braun, have been sentenced to five years! deprivation 
of liberty for running a Baptist Sunday school. The two were members of an 
Evangelical Baptist group in Sokoluk village. The article accused the 
Sunday school of spiritually corrupting the children and causing them to 
reject membership in communist youth organizations. 


* * * 


The Texas Council of Churches has issued a formal invitation to Roman 
Catholic churches to join the interdenominational state body of 21 member 
churches. 


* * * 


Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, president of the National Council of Churches in 
the USA and president of the Board of Bishovs of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, left Los Angeles on March 28 for a Holy Week visit to U.S. 
military personnel in Thailand and Vietnan. 


* * * 


A series of 150th anniversary ceremonies planned this spring by the American 
Bible Society will be opened with the dedication of a new 12~storey Bible 
House in New York City on Palm Sunday, April 3. 


* * * 


The United Church of Christ in Japan (The Kyodan) now has 27 missionaries 
serving on four continents, The 190,000--member Kyodan has sent commissioned 
workers to Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, Hawaii, Canada, Thailand, India, 
Egypt, and Okinawa. 

% % 


The Supreme Court of Minnesota (USA) has upheld the legality of the 1963 
merger which united the 90,000-member Lutneran Free Church with the American 
Lutheran Church, established by three church bodies in 1960. The legal 
controversy grew out of an attempt by a group of congregations which had 
opposed the merger to form an organization which they had proposed naming 
"The Lutheran Free Church (Not Merged)". 

: % * * 


A baptismal service in Copenhagen's Kyistuskirken, Scandinavia's oldest 
Baptist church, was broadcast over the Danish national television network on 
March 20. The baptismal ordinance was administered by the Rev. Bérge Bech, 
associate pastor of Kristuskirken. Danish Baptists last year sponsored the 
first television broadcast for any free church in the country. The free 
churches have now been promised time for three telecasts annually. 

Masdiatigy ka curs kia ah ie 
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The churches in Denmark have sent 11 million vitamin capsules and three and 
and half tons of milk powder to help fight the battle against hunger in 
India. The gift - which will be augmented shortly by another five tons of 
milk powder - will be distributed under the feeding programme of the 
National Christian Council of India, 


*: * * 


Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I of Constantinople celebrated his 80th 
birthday on March 25. In a hand-written letter of birthday greeting, Pope 
Paul recalled his meeting with the patriarch in the Holy Land in 1964 and 

the "strengthening reconciliation and.+edepening peace and brotherly charity" 
represented by that encounter, From Geneva, Dr. Ws A. Visser 't Hooft, 

WCC general secretary, and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary-elect, 
joined in a message of greeting on behalf of the WCC. 


* * * 


The executive council of the United Church of Christ has named Dr. Robert 
Moss, Dr. John C. Bennett, and the Rev. Glenn H. Baumann to represent the 
denomination in dialogue between Presbyterian and Reformed churches and the 
Roman Catholic Church in the USA. The talks, initiated several years ago 
by the United Presbyterian Church USA and the Roman Catholic Church, were 
broadened in January to include other member churches of the North American 
Area of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. EPS, Geneva. 


* * % 
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WCC PRESIDENTS ISSUE 
1966 PENTECOST MESSAGE 


(Geneva) - Celebration of the birthday of the Church and affirmation of the 
world's hope are the themes of the Pentecost message issued by the Presidents 
of the World Council of Churches. “Pentecost confirms the historical 
reality of our faith", the statement points out, and its message contains the 
"note of assurance that God is with us «es an ever-present helper". 


weak though Christians may be, the Holy Spirit "makes his strength perfect in 


our weakness". Only in this way, the Presidents continue, can we work "for 
the unity of the Church and of all mankind, for social, economic justice, and 
for the peace of the world". With such assurance the Church can proclaim 


that the "truth about the future, the future of our world, of each one of us, 
is in the mind of the Spirit". 


Pentecost this year will be celebrated by all Christian churches on May 29th. 
It comes seven weeks (50 days) after Easter. It marks the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit upon the assembled disciples recorded in the second chapter 
of the Book of: Acts: Today it is observed by many churches as a day to 
stress the mission and unity of the Church. 


The message is signed by honorary president, Dr. J. H.» Oldham, St. Leonards- 
on-Sea, England, octogenarian ecumenical pioneer, and the six presidents 
elected by the World Council at its Third Assembly in New Delhi, India, 1961. 
They are: - His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox 
Church of North and South America, New York; St. Francois Ibiam, adviser to 
the military governor of the Hastern Provinces of Nigeria, Enugu, Nigeria; 
Principal David Moses of Hislop College, and member of the Church of Northern 
India and- Pakistan, Nagpur, India; Dr. Martin Niemoeller, former president 
of the Evangelical Church of Hessen-Nassau, Wiesbaden, Germany; Dr. Charles 
C. Parlin, New York lawyer and Methodist layman; and Dr. Arthur Michael 
Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, London, 


(See appendix for full text of the message. ) EPS, Geneva. 


DISCUSSION WIDENS.ON ROLE 
OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCH 


(Geneva) - Writing recently in The Ecumenist, Father George Tavard, a leading 
Roman Catholic theologian, concluded that he could see "no fundamental theo- 
logical object to the ordination of women". Last week, speaking at Notre. 


Dame University, Father Bernard Haering foresaw the ordination of women as 
deaconesses, and said he would "not lock the doors" on the possibility of 
their ordination to the priesthood. 


On the more practical level a nun from Edmonton, Canada, read the Epistle in 
an Eastern rite liturgy celebrated at St. Joseph's Seminary there. This is 
in line with the Vatican Council's declarations on participation by laity 

in the Mass. 


Reconsideration of the role of women in the ministry of the Church is going on 
in Anglican and Protestant circles, particularly in cases of union discussions. 


The Church of England should engage in a radical reconsideration of the role 
of women, urged the Rev. Eric James, a director of the "Parish and People" 
movement. He pointed out that "it is ludicrous to talk about shortage of 
candidates for the ministry when we debar what could be half of our future 
ordained ministers from candidature by reason of their sex". 


(more) 


No. 11 - 7th April, 1966 3 


Church unity is also a concern affected by this issue. Recently the mod- 
erator of the United Church of Canada, the Rev. Ernest Marshall Howse, stated 
that the United Church will not conclude any union with the Anglican Church 
of Canada unless provision is made for its women ministers» Other union 
negotiations in which the ordination of women is an issue include the 
Consultation on Church Union.in the United States, and discussions. in 
Australia, New Zealand, North India, and Scotland. EPS, Genevae 


DUAL THEME FOR 
WCC MEETING IN USA 


(New York) - Roman Catholic and conservative Protestant viewpoints will be 
heard along with those of the World Council of Churches at the annual meeting 
of the U.S. Conference for the World Council of Churches, April 20-22, at 

The Inn, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 


Major ecumenical developments in the United States, and the Church and Peace 
will be the two general themes under discussion. Dr. We. A. Visser 't Hooft, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, will address the meeting, 


Dre Carl F. H. Henry, Washington, D.C., editor of Christianity Today, 
conservative Protestant fortnightly, and Father John Sheerin, New York, N.Y., 
editor of the monthly Catholic World, will also deliver addresses on 
ecumenical developments. Dr. Eugene Le Smith, executive secretary of the 
World Council of Churches in the United States, will speak for members of 
the U.S. Conference. 


In the area of the Church and Peace, Dr. Henry will respond to an address on 
the "Theological Guidelines For The Churches! Involvement in International 
Affairs' to be given by Methodist Bishop James K. Mathews of Boston. 


Dr. Fredrick Schiotz, Minneapolis, Minnesota, president of The American 
Lutheran Church, will respond for WCC member churches. BPS, Geneva. 


PASTORAL LETTER ADVISES CONFESSORS ON 
COUNSELLING MARRIED PERSONS USING CONTRACEPTION 


(Bonn) - Roman Catholic priests in the archdiocese of Munichhave been 

advised to allow married couples who use contraceptives "not lightly and- | 
habitually, but rather as a regrettable emergency solution" to take communion. 
The recommendations were drawn up two and a half years ago for the arch- 
diocese by a committee of priests and doctors. 


The pastoral letter noted that emergency situations can arise early in 
marriage when a couple find themselves in the situation where "it would be 
irresponsible to have another child, at least for some time, while marital 
unity is, and remains of the utmost importance for inner stability of the 
Marriage and the maturing of marital love". 


Stressing that in the present situation the "doctrinal and pastoral author- 
ities of the Church" cannot "simply give approval to" contraception, the 
pastoral communication does affirm that "responsible partners who see them- 
selves obliged to contraceptive marital intercourse...may take it that by so 
doing they do not exclude themselves from communion at the eucharistic table". 


EPS, Genevase 
i: : 
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"NEW BREED" OF 
THEOLOGIANS REQUESTED 


(Washington, D.C.) = The churches must develop a "new breed of theol gans" 
trained in high priority world problems such as war and peace, economic 
affeirs, and population growth, according to Dr. Ralph Potter, assistant 
professor of-Christian ethics at Harvard Divinity School, Massachusetts. 


Writing in a special joint issue of the social action magazines of the 
United Church of Christ and the United Presbyterian Church USA, Dr. Potter 
says. that the churches must speak with greater competence and responsibility 
if they want their efforts to influence public policy to be taken seriously. 


"The problem is not the silence of the churches but their Babel", he writes. 
"It is that in speaking, they have not spoken well." 


In an article entitled "Silence or Babel: The Churches and Peace",.Dr- 
Potter urges the churches to provide graduate training in specialised fields 
for young theoligans and ethicists and also for "veteran staff memberSe.. 
particularly those-tho bear responsibility for social education and action". 
At the same time opportunities should be made for laymen who are already 
specialists in social, economic, and political fields to have "at least a 
full year" of ‘theological training. 


"A new profession must emergé,. hewn out from the boundaries of theology, | 
ethics, and the social and political sciences.s..to bridge the gap between 
theological premise and policy recommendation. 


"The churches have not been and ought not to be silent concerning the threat 
of nuclear war and the other great issues of our day", Dr. Potter declarese 
"But if they wish to be heard...they must raise up men who will dedicate 
themselves to rigorous and persistent thought upon the hard choices which 
confront the Churchy the nation, and the world." EPS, Genevas 


LEADERS AND LAITY PROTHST AGAINST 
HARASSMENT OF ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


(Geneva) — Leaders of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, Roman Catholic and 
Jewish groups published a signed statement in the Providence (Rhode Tsland) 
sunday Journal on March 27th protesting against harassment of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate by the Turkish government. 


Their "Statement of Ecumenical Concern" protested against the "unconscionable 
and unremitting persecution" of the Patriarchate and termed it "a tragic 
violation md travesty of fundamental human rights". The Rhode Island 
churchmen called attention to the fact that the acts of persecution are "in 
direct contravention of the Charter of the United Nations and the Treaty of 
Lausanne" to both of which Turkey is a signatory. 


Laity in the Greek Orthodox community in Greensboro, North Carolina, were 
urged by their pastor to protest "by every lawful and reasonable means" the 
religious persecution of Greeks in Turkey. The Rev. Nicholas M. Sitaris 
charged that the provisions of the U.N. Charter are "being openly and flage 
rantly violated by Turkey today". 


_ Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
South America, announced in San Antonio, Texas, that he hoped to see 
President Johnson to urge him to use his influence on the Turkish government’ 
on behalf of the Patriarchate and the Greek minority in Turkey. EPS, Geneva. 
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BAPTISTS URGED TO 
URBANIZE MINISTRY 


(Nashville, Tenn.) -— A Southern Baptist Theolcgical seminary professor out 
lined a detailed strategy for ministering to the inner city, saying that 
Baptists must develop an urvsn ministry if they want to be effective in the 
future. Kenneth L. Chafin, evangelism professor at Southern Seminary who 
is on sabbatical leave for study in the Harlem section of New York City, 
outlined his proposed Baptist inner-city strategy to the Souther Baptist 
Inter-Agency Council meeting here. 


"An urban ministry is a Southern Baptist necessity", declared Chafin. "Tt 
is not an option. Our Southern Baptist heritage is rural, but our future 
is urban", he said. "Our heritage is, to be thankful for, but our future 


is one to prepare for." 


The Billy Graham professor of evangelism who has spent the last six months 
living with his family in the centre of Harlem said that the revolution 
which most challenges the church today is the move from rural to urban to 
metropolitan. 


He said tha meeting the real needs of the people in the inner-city must be 
built into the structure of a day-to-day, programme of the church led almost 
entirely by laymen. 


"Phe different types of ministries are as infinite as the needs of the 
people", he said. Listing a few, he cited literacy classes, week-day Bible’ 
clubs, work with alcoholics or addicts, tutoring culturally-deprived children, 
counselling people in need, medical and legal services, recreation, nursery 
schools for children of working mothers, and sewing clubs. 


"This is no new type of ministry", he said. "Unfortunately, we (Baptists) 

have tended to think of such an approach as a special approach for a special 

place and not the normal approach for a church located in the inner-city." 
EFS, Geneva. 


MORE CRITICISM OF 
GOVERNMENTS ON VIETNAM 


(Melbourne) - In Australia, The Advocate, an influential Roman Catholic 
newspaper, has condemned the Australian government!s decision to send con- 
scripted servicemen to fight in Vietnan. In an editorial the journal 
claimed "conscription is in itself an evil thing, justified only in an 
emergency. Military conscription without this necessity is a violation of 
a basic human freedom and leads to a militarisation of civil life and civil 
mentality." 


Melbourne's monthly Catholic Worker has editorially supported The Advocate!s 
view and conten s that the clergy and hierarchy supportong conscription are 
acting on a political rather than a moral basis. The Auxiliary Bishop of 
Melbourne, Arthur F. Fox, has countered this view with the claim that "The 
Advocate's moral judgement was not only unauthorised, it was mistaken". 
Bishop Bernard Steward of Bendigo has also charged the newspaper with 
"political manoeuverings and high posturing". 


A subsequent edition of The Advocate continues to defend the editorial 
position, and adds that the newspaper has always opposed conscription. 
EPS, Genevas 
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TEEN-AGE MISSIONARIES 
TO U.S.A. . 


(New York) ~ A team of five high school students from Japan, Korea, the 
Philippines, Thailand, and West Pakistan this week began a two-month tour 
of seven American cities to discuss the role of youth in world crises with 
American teenagers. 


Seven seminars on that topic will be held in Los Angeles, Kansas City, 
Indianapolis, Newark (Ohio), Philadelphia, Boston, and Paramus, N.J. ‘The 
overseas youths will be representing the United Church of Christ in Japan, 
the National Christian Council of Korea, the United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines, the National Christian Council of India, and the West Pakistan 
Christian Council. 


Before returning to their own countries at the end of May, they will attend 
the 178th General Assembly of the Unitéd Presbyterian Church in the USA, 
which will be held May 18-25 in Boston. Sponsor of the youth team is the 
denomination!s Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations. 


! 


"The primary purpose of those seminars is to stimulate the thinking of high 
school age youth about the role of youth in peace building around the world/ 
during this time of world crisis", said the Rev. Kyoji Buma, director of the 
commission's Office for Youth Relations. EPS, Geneva. 


BISHOP CLAMPS DOWN; 
PHOPLE PROTEST 


(Muenster, Germany) - The suppression by the Roman Catholic bishop here of an 
experiment by five priests trying to relate Mass sermons to contemporary 
problems resulted in an immediate protest . by interested lay people. 


The experinent, which had been in vrogress since last May, involved preaching 
on sensitive themes - such as the intimate links between Church and state 

in Germany or the exaggeration of the authority bishops have over priests 

and laymen - and then inviting members of the congregation to meet at a nearby 
restaurant after Mass to discuss the sermon. 


In mid-March, Bishop Joseph Hoeffner of Muenster issued a statement putting 
a stop to the experiment on grounds that it was causing confusion among the 
laity. In one church where the bishop's order was read, a member of the 
congregation went up to the altar at the conclusion of the Mass and urged 
the congregation to maintain solidarity with the five priests and to protest 
to the bishop. This sort of immediate lay action induced 300 persons to 
Sign a letter of protest to Bishop Hoeffner. About 100 members of ‘the 
congregation then held a meeting at an hotel and decided to ask the bishop 
for a fuller explanation of the reasons for his decision. EPS, Geneva. 


CHRISTIAN AND MARXIST 
LEADERS TO MEET 


(Salzburg, Austria) - Some top leaders of Christian and Marxist thought will 
meet here for the second time from April 28 to May 1 pass te ah auspices of 
the Catholic Paulus Society. 


Last year the society invited Marxist thinkers from both sides of the Iron 
Curtain to a May meeting here, but those from Eastern Europe declined to 
attend at the last minute. This year Adam Schaff, chief theoretician of the 
Polish Communist party, is expected to attend. The meeting will discuss 
such themes as "Christian and Marxist Humanism" and "The Scientific and 
Technical Future of Man". _. BPS, Genevae 
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WORLD'S POOR GET 'RICH MAN'S 
CRUMBS!, RELIGIOUS LEADERS SAY 


(South Bend, Ind. ) - Like Lazarus, the poor of the world are crying out for 
respect and getting only crumbs from the rich man's table, religious leaders 
from around the world warned here. 


An appeal to the conscience signed by many of the participants in a con- 
ference on the Second Vatican Council said the growing gap between rich and 
poor nations constitutes a burning scandal. Roman Catholic, Protestant, 
Orthodox, and Jewish scholars prepared the document at Notre Dame Unitersity. 


Signers pledged themselves to the work of eradicating "an evil so vast that 
it could, unchecked, call down upon the nations the terrible judgement of a 
gust and compassionate God", 


The increasing affluence of the West and deepening misery of the rest of the 
world "makes a mockery of all pretensions to be a Christian and humane 
S80ciety", the statement said. 


"It threatens the resort to violence. It even carries within itself the 
apocalyptic risk of wider war and ultimate destruction." 


The appeal noted that whilst the white, Christian and western nations con- 
stitute less than 20 per cent of the world's peoples, they consume some 75 
per cent of the world's income. 


"Moreover", the statement added, "they grow richer by not less than three 
per cent a year. In 1965 they added to their existing national incomes 


‘between $60 and $70 billions - a figure which is considerably larger than 


the entire national income of all Latin America and twice as large as that 
of India or Africa. 


"The peoples in the West can hardly be said to recognise the issue, when 
year by year, as their wealth increases, the attention, the investment, the 
aid they give to the poor continents actually falls away. Each year a 
lower proportion of rising national income is devoted to direct assistance." 
EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC-NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES LIAISON GROUP ESTABLISHED 


(Washington) ~ The U.S. Catholic Bishops! Commission for Ecumenical Affairs 
and the National Council of Churches! division of Christian unity have 
established a permanent joint commission to consider the relationship between 
the two bodies. 


A 36-member working group will meet regularly serving as "an agency of co- 
ordination and clearance at a high official level" between the Catholic 
Church and the Protestant, Anglican, and Eastern Orthodox National Council 
of Churches. 


Co-chairmen of the groups are Bishop John J. Carberry of Columbus, Ohio, 
chairman of the U.S. Bishop's Commission for Ecumenical Affairs, and the 
Reve Dre John Coventry Smith of New York City, general secretary of the 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations, the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA. . 


Scheduled to hold its first meeting this spring in New York City; the group 
has laymen as well as clergymen on both delegations. 


The Rev. Dr. Robert C. Dodds, director of ecumenical relations for the 
National Council of Churches, and Msgr. William W. Baum, executive director 

of the U.S. Bishops! Commission, said in a joint statement that the new agency 
"has a similar role in the U.S. to that of the international working group 
established last year by the World Council of Churches and the Vatican". 

4 . . EPS, Geneva. 
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LIGRANT WORKGRS STRIKE 
FOR RECOGHITION 


(En route to Sacramento) - Blisters are the most serious ailment with which the 
march nurse has had to deal so far, as striking grape pickers march the 300 miles 
from Delano to Sacramento, California, At issue is the right of workers to 
organise; they hope to present their case to Governor Pat Brown at the end of their 
march. 


Organised by the National Farm Workers Association, the strike has received support 
from both Protestant, Anglican and Roman Catholic clergy. Archbishop McGucken of 
San Francisco has given permission to priests to engage in the march and has also 
donated money to help meet march expenses. Protestant and Anglican support comes 
largely from the California Migrant Ministry. 


The National Council of Churches General Board has endorsed the strike and called , 
upon its member churches to “extend all possible aid and support". In addition 
the NCC announced plans to send some staff members to join the march. 


The Roman Catholic bishops of California presented a statement backing the right 

of farm workers to organise a union to the U.S.Senate sub-committee on migratory 
labour. Msgr,Willim Quinn, director of the Chicago office of the U.S,Bishops' 
Committee for the Spanish Speaking, has appealed for support from outside California. 


Opposition both to the strike and the churches! involvement in it has come from 
California grape growers. Recently Martin Zaninovich, a spokesman for Delano 

grape growers, maintained that "the churchgoing people of this state do not subscribe 
to the involvement of church leaders in the foreign policy of this government, 

public demonstrations ... and many other programmes that are causing unrest in 

this country. Regarding Archbishop McGucken's support, Zaninovich claimed that 

he "is evidently not familiar with the facts of the strike." (See EPS No.9) 


Food, nightly shelter and support for the strikers is provided by fellow farmers 
and workers along the route of march as well as by cash contributions, Nightly 
meetings at which workers, clergy and union officials speak seek to rally wider 

Support for the organisation of migrants in California. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL AND RABBI CONCERNED 
ABOUT ANTI-SEMITIC TENDENCIES 


(Geneva) - "As long as hostile reference to the Jewish people, and Judaism and the 
Synagogue continue to appear in Catholic text-books, missals, liturgical commentaries © 
and sermons, a great many Jews will continue to view the Vatican Council declaration 
(on the Jews) as a vain and even hypocritical show." 


Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum addressed these words last week to a meeting at Notre Dame 
University which was considering the theological issues of Vatican II. He also 
maintained that moves to delete hostile references were gaining and their fruits 
were already in evidence. 


John Cardinal Heenan if Westminster voiced similar concern in an address last week 
in London to the Council of Christians and Jews, He called for the education of, 
children against anti-semitism. "We should never let ourselves forget what has | 
been done by a Christian nation in our time. We can no longer say it could never 
happen here or even that it could not happen again." Mere charity and understanding 
is not enough, he pointed out: "The Council's watehword should be vigilence". 

EPS, Geneva 


No. 11 - 7th April, 1966 9 


DRAFT BASIS OF UNION REVEALED FOR 
CONSULTATION ON CHURCH UNION 


(Washington, D.C.) - Protestant leaders made public last week a draft basis 
of union for discussionwithin the denominations participating in the 
Consultation on Church Union. The basis was drafted by a committee headed 
by the Rev. Bugene Carson Blake, general secretary-elect of the World Council 
of Churches, and composed of representatives from each of the denominations. 


Envisioned is a union of the Methodist, Episcopal, United Presbyterian, 

African Methodist Episcopal, Evangelical United Brethren, Disciples of Christ 
and United Churches. The proposal will be considered at a meeting of dele- 
gations from the churches in Dallas, May 2-5. The Dallas meeting may accept 
the basis as written, amend it, refer it back to the drafting commission for 


further work, or reject it outright. 


_In its present form the basis is merely the outline of a possible plan of 
union. Many detailed questions remain to be worked out. However, one 
specific proposal suggests an initial federation of the denominations under 
a@ provisional central council and then full organic union. . EPS, Geneva. 


FRESH RESTRICTIONS ON 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN RUSSIA 


(Moscow) - According to the Agence France Press, the Praesidium of the 
Supreme Soviet in Russia passed’a decree on the 18th March imposing a number 
of restrictions on freedom of worship throughout the USSR: collections are 
strictly prohibited, both inside churches and outside them. 


The publication and distribution of tracts, letters, religious information, 
and other documents will be severely repressed. 


The organisation of religious meetings, processions and other religious 
manifestations which might ‘disturb! public order is strictly forbidden. 


In the future severe measures will be taken, the Decree stresses, to repress 
the teaching of religion to minors, and against citizens who refuse to enter 
a certain form of work or a certain school owing to their religious con- 
victions. The Decree modifies Article 142 of the Penal Code which merely 
states that "violation of the law on the separation between church and state 
and education" is liable to be punished by six months! re-educational labour 
and a fine of 50 roubles. A new clause has been added to this Article: 

"In case of repeated offences, the persons concerned are liable to be 
deprived of their freedom for three years." EPS, Genevas 


RELIGIOUS CLASSES 
COMPULSORY 


(Dacca, Pakistan) - The governor of East Pakistan has declared that religious 
education, presumably Islamic, is to be made compulsory in secondary schools 
all over the province from the next academic year. 


Addressing a conference of leading Moslem religious leaders here on March 26, 
Abdul Munim Khan also said his government has a plan to set up a mosque in 
each district headquarter to serve as "ideal seat for the spread of Islam". 


The governor did not clarify whether non-Moslem students and schools con- 
ducted by minority communities will be exempted from the proposed classes in 
Islan. EPS, Geneva. 
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BRITISH ANGLICANS, PRESBYTERIANS 
TO ACT ON FORMAL DISCUSSIONS 


(London) + Steps to initiate formal conversations on unity between the 
Anglican Church and the Presbyterian Church of England will be taken at the 
Anglican Convocations of Canterbury and York next May, it was disclosed 

here. Similar moves will be made at the next Presbyterian General Assembly. 


The moves were disclosed by Anglican Bishop Falkner Allison of Winchester 
and the Rev. E. We Todd, secretary of the Presbyterian Church. They spoke 
at a press conference marking publication of a report on unity discussions 
involving not only these two churches but also the (Presbyterian) Church of 
Scotland and the Episcopal Church in Scotland which is in communion with the 
Anglican Church. 


It was described as "eo vital document in the dialogue by which the Churches 
in Britain are seeking the way towards unity". The result of four years! 
work by 150 lay and clerical members appointed by the four churches in 1960, 
it gives, in the words of one observer, "the first whisper of the kind of 
ecumenical marriage ultimately envisaged". (See EPS No. 10) EPS, Genevae 


FOURTH ASSEMBLY OF 
UGANDA CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


(Kampala, Uganda) - The Christian Council of Uganda which includes rep- 
resentatives of all the Christian confessions, including Roman Catholics, 
met for its fourth General Assembly at the University of Makerere. The 
President of the Assembly, Mgr. V. McKauley, stated that there was every 
reason for Roman Catholics and Protestants to cooperate as true disciples 
of Christ since His commandment is charity. 


The government!s policy concerning religious teaching in schools was approved 
by the Christian Council. 


A report on matrimonial problems was then presented to the Assembly. It is 
the outcome of a joint study undertaken by Catholics and Protestants. The 
report will be passed on to the Marriage Commission of Uganda which repre 
sents all the Christians in the country. 


It was also decided to create a permanent Secretariat of the Christian 
Council, as well as a Joint Theological Commission which will study the 

_ doctrinal points on which there is divergence, and the points on which there 
is: agreement between the confessions. EPS, Genevae 


BURMA ASKS MISSIONARIES 
TO LEAVE 


(New York) - Protestant, Anglican, and Roman Catholic missionaries are pre— 
paring to leave Burma in compliance with a recent edict of the country's 
government that all foreign missionaries who have entered the country since 
1948 leave by May 31 at the latest. 


"The departure of these missionaries from Burma marks the end of an era, but 
not the end of Christian work in the country", said Addison J. Eastman, a 
director of Missions for the National Council of Churches in the USA. "There 
is now in Burma a Christian church of approximately 600,000 members, and it 

is growing rapidly in some parts of the country. This church has itself 
become a missionary community and has developed a strong indigenous leader-— 
ship." 


Missionaries throughout the years had founded educational, medical and 
social service institutions in Burma. Most of these have been taken over 
‘by the government within the past few months. EPS, Genevas 
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Pope Paul has had to abandon for the moment his plan to visit Poland after 
an official intimation from the Polish government that such a visit would 
be "inopportune" at the present time. The Pope's visit would have co- 
incided with the celebration of the millenium of the Polish nation. 


x % * 


Prayers that the Sudan may |find internal peace were offered in the Christian 
churches of Kenya on the second Sunday in Lent at the request of the nation's 
recently organised Council of Churches. Particular reference was made to 
the situation in southern Sudan where Christians and other non-Muslims are 
reported tc be undergoing persecution and massacre. 


* * * 


Father Bernard Haering, 0.S.S.R.-, a noted German Catholic theologian, has 
been appointed Weigle Visiting Professor atthe Yale Divinity School. 

Father Haering, the second Roman Catholic priest to be appointed as visiting 
professor, will joint the faculty for the second semester of the 1966-67 
school year. 


*% * * 


The All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians--Baptists of the Soviet 
Union has officially invited representatives of the North American Baptist 
and Mennonite churches to visit their country in November and December. 
Originally plans were laid for a visit in April and May but the Soviet 
Baptist leaders have decided that a late autuinn date would be more con- 
venient. EPS, Geneva. 
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Message from the Presidents of the 


World Council of Churches 


"THE HOLY SPIRIT OUR HELPER" 


As Presidents of the! World Council of Churches it is our privilege 
once again to declare the message of Pentecost and especially to echo its 
note of assurance that God is with us as an ever-present helper. We would 
catch again the meaning which lies behind the old translation of "Comforter". 
The Holy Spirit has come, still comes and will come to our aid and our rescue, 


_ We call to your remembrance what our Lord said as He anticipated Grd's 
gift of the Holy Spirit. In the darkened world of His day when the shadows 
were lengthening over His own life He said to His disciples: "but the Com- 
forter, whom the Father will send in My name, he will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you" (St. John 14: 26). 
Pentecost confirms the historical reality of our faith. Whatever men may do 
or may not do they cannot alter the fact that our world was the scene of 
God's great redeeming acts, and that in a human life He manifested the full- 


ness of His grace and glory. 


Having come into our world and our life, God has never forsaken then. 
In our common life, witness and activity, God, through the continuing presence 
and activity of His Holy Spirit, is our helper. When we reflect on our common 
calling to work for the unity of the Church and of all mankind, for social, 
economic justice and for the peace of the world, and size up the magnitude 
of these tasks we thus confront, we become aware of our inadequacy. It is 
in such a moment that the message of Pentecost sounds in our ears with 
relevance and clarity. We did not choose these tasks, we were chosen for 
them. The reason why we are engaged in them at all is because God called us 
by the Holy Spirit to attempt them and by that same Spirit evoked the response 
of obedience in us. The Spirit is ever helping our infirmities, making His 
strength perfect in our weakness. Pentecost with its message of the Holy 
Spirit, the Helper, sounds for us here and now, and even in the darkest hour 
a great "Sursum Corda", "Lift up your Hearts". 


Pentecost is not only an assurance about the past and the present, 
but also about the future; "when the spirit of truth comes ... he will 
declare to you the things that are to come’. (St. John 16: 13). The truth 
about the future, the future of our world, of each one of us, is in the mind 
of the Spirit. Power to possess the future in the name of Jesus, the Christ, 
this is the gift of the same Spirit and of Him alone. 


We pray that through the message of Pentecost, that God is our 
Helper, Churches and Christian. people everywhere may be given new heart 
and confidence and find in Him the source of the only lasting hope. 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches: 


(Archbishop) Michael Cantuar - London 
(Archbishop) Takovos - New York 

(Sir) Francis Ibiam ~ Enugu 

(Principal) David G. Moses ~ Nagpur 
(President) Martin Nieméller - Wiesbaden 
oe Ue Oldham < St Leonards-on-Sea 


Charles Parlin ~ New York 
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DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT RECEIVES 

HONORARY CITIZENSHIP OF GENEVA : 

(Geneva) —~ "Dr, W. Ae Visser 't Hooft has greatly honoured our city by his 
activity and by his attachment to it", affirmed the Grand Conseil of the 
Canton of Geneva in unanimously according honorary citizenship to the retiring 
general seoretary of the World Council of Churches. 


Acting on a proposal made by the Conseil ad'Etat at the beginning of April, 
the Grand Conseil (legislative authority for the city and canton) affirmed 
that Dr. Visser 't Hooft "by his remarkable career, is worthy of this dis- 
tinction, which is bestowed only in very exceptional cases" (only on eight 
occasions in the last fifty years). "Resident in Geneva since 1924, he was 
general secretary of the World Student Christian Federation from 1928-1938, 
and since 1938 general secretary of the World Council of Churches. The 
World Council, to which he gave the impetus and spirit which all know, has 
reflected a new lustre on our city at the world level. During the last 
world war, this movement brought succour to thousands of prisoners, and after 
the war attacked the problem of refugees side by side with UNO. For more 
than twenty-five years, Dr. Visser 't Hooft has been the principal inspirer 
of this humane’ work. “Our university recognised his mérit in granting him a 
doctorate honoris causa in 1951. Dr. Visser.'t Hooft is deeply attached to 
Geneva. Many years ago he requested ordination from the National Protestant 
Church of Geneva of which he is an auxiliary pastor." 


This honour brings with it the same rights as naturalisation. It does not | 


however, .prevent.the new,.citizen from retaining his primary nationality where 


the laws ,of his own country permit. : a EPS, Geneva. 


BMI BRUNER y Va a a3 

14 VERY GREAT THEOLOGIAN! ; 

(Geneva) ‘— Commferiting on the death in Zurich.on April 6 of the outstanding 
Swiss théologian, Dr. Emil Brunner, Dr. W. A. Visser ‘t+ Hooft, general 
secretary of ‘the World Council of Churches, said: "Emil Brunner was certainly 
one of the very great theologians of our time, who has made his original con- 
tribution to modern theology. aie RET ure foie 

"He had taken a -ccongiderable part in the ecumenical movement already at the 
time of the Life and Work Conference at Oxford, when he was one of the leading 
voices helping ta define the attitude of the Christian Church towards modern 
nationalism and totalitarianism. ee 


"Through his long visits to the USA and Japan he became well-known in various 
continents. ° One of his’ greatest qualities was that he, could speak on the one 
hand the language of the theologians, but also in simple terms to the laymen. 


"We will remember him as one of the pioneers of the theological renaissance. 
of the thirties, which had a great influence on the whole life of the 
ecumenical movement." 


Dr. Brunner was born in Switzerland in 1889 and was for many years Professor 
of Systematic Theology at the University of 4urich. He first achieved inter- 
national prominence in the 1920s as the exponent along with Karl Barth of what 
was then called 'Theology in Crisis!,. His many books, most of them trans- 
lated into English, have had a great influence among English-speaking 
Protestants all over the world. EPS, Genevas 


ack 


No. 12 — 21st April, 1966 a 


PATRIARCH CALLS FOR UNITY IN 
IMPLEMENTING CHRISTIAN MESSAGE 


(Istanbul) - The Eoumenical Patriarch, Athenagoras, spiritual leader of 
Eastern Orthodoxystressed,in an Easter message that while there are "many 
churches" in the world today, there is only one Christianity. 


He said it was a "theological paradox" that although Christ founded one 
Church, Christians speak of many churches and pray for the "good estate and 
union of them all", The Patriarch urged Christians to leave their theo- 
logical differences to theologians engaging in dialogue and to join in common 
action in implementing the "Christian message to the world", 


He cited a number of "urgent problems demanding our’ prompt understanding and 
attention" - the cold war and peace, world health, poverty, overpopulation, 
social equality and justice, freedom of conscience, speedy development of 
needy countries, atheism, and morality. 


There is another major problem, he said - "the crisis in religion which, 
under today's social pressures, threatens to pervert Christianity into a 
vacuous moral rubric, devoid of dootrine, that is, empty of faith in a God 
who took on flesh, was crucified, and rose from the dead", 


Christians, said the Patriarch, are called upon to "demonstrate concretely 
that while the union of the churches and the coming together of Christians 
at a single altar may still move slowly, yet their oneness in action moves 
swiftly". 


The Ecumenical Patriarch noted that this year the Eastern and Western Easter 
fell on the same date, April 10, and expressed the hope that all Christians 
"may one day achieve a common observance of the Resurrection". 


He also sent to leaders of world Christianity his Haster greetings and a 
"brotherly kiss of peace". EPS, Geneva. 


CONVERSATIONS WITH 
CONSERVATIVE EVANGELICALS 


(New York) - Quiet, unpublicised conversations between Christians involved in 
councils of churches and members of conservative evangelical groups opposed 
to the conciliar movement have been going on for the past five years in the 
USA. 


The unofficial conversations, which were initiated in 1961, include con- 
servative evangelicals from three categories: Churchmen active as individuals 
in tho National and World Council of Churches, churchmen whose organisations 
participate in the councils of churches at some point but refuse at other 


_ points, and those with no relationship at all to the conciliar movement. 


The conversations were made known in a report published by the Commission 

on Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA... The report states: "Over the last five years, significant conver- 
sations have been carried on which in some measure at least have established 
confidence between separate groups and made some progress in resolving mis- 
understandings and distrust. While there has been no attempt to minimise 
the deep doctrinal differences that divide us", the report states, "there 
has been considerable success in discussing these differences within the 
context of a common faith". 


It goes on: "These discussions are no less important than those that are 
carried on between Protestants and Roman Catholics or between Protestants of 
varying denominations." EPS, Genevae 
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CHURCHMEN SPEAK OUT AGAINST 
DRAFT OF YOUTHS FOR VIETNAM 


(Sydney) - Segments of every major Christian body in Australia seem to 

have expressed doubts about, or sounded outright protest against, the recent 
decision to send 20-year-old National Service conscripts to fight in the 
Vietnamese war. 


In Melbourne, J.P.Ryan, chairman of the editorial board of the Catholic 
Worker, declared: "Conscription does not involve moral issues for a total- 
itarian state. For a democratic state, it does." 


In the present situation, according to Mr.Ryan, there are two moral issues, 
whether men could be compelled to offer their own lives and to take the 
lives of others in a cause they might not believe in; and whether the voting 
segment of society, having themselves failed to volunteer for a war, had a 
moral right to compel the "voteless" section of society to fight for them. 
Mr. Ryan continued: "In any society which represents the right of the 
individual conscience, the answer to both questions must be no." 


At the same time, a statement was issued by seven prominent Sydney Protestant 
clergymen and laymen, including three members of the executive body of the . 
Australian Couneil of Churches, which stressed that they spoke as individuals 
and not for the ACC. The statement said: “within this Commonwealth there 

is a growing conviction that our participation in the Vietnam war is seriously 
damaging our relations with Asia. 


"We regard the aims of the war as unsound and the cheap jibes that all who 
oppose the war in Vietnam are Communist sympathisers are indications of the © 
government's insecurity. 


"Our tradition regarding military service is the finest in the world and it 
is our conviction the present generation is of the same high quality as its 
fathers. 


'™Me give to all young men who challenge the right of the government to 
compel their participation in Vietnam the assurance of our support in a 
reasonable struggle to maintain a free Australia." 


Meanwhile, 12 Anglican bishops have declined to sign a "protest" letter, 

on conscription and the Vietnam war to Prime Minister Harold Holt. Three 
other bishops have supported the former Anglican Bishop of Armidale, Bishop 
J»o.Moyes, who initiated the letter. Conscription and the Vietnam war are 
likely to be discussed at the annual meeting of Roman Catholic bishops, at 
the triennial General Conference of the Methodist Church and at the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in New South Wales. All these meetings 
take place in May. EPS, Ceneva~ 


U.S.CHURCH LEADERS 
VISIT BANGKOK, SAIGON 


(Saigon) - Three church leaders representing the National Council of Churches 
in the USA visited American servicemen in Vietnam over Easter. Bishop 
Reuben H.Mueller, president of the NCC, Dr.Fred S,Buschmeyer, secretary of 
the United Church of Christ, and Dr.J.Oscar Lee, a Baptist clergyman on the 
NCC staff spent a week in Saigon during which they addressed some 10,000 
servicemen. 


On their way to Vietnam the delegation visited Bangkok where they discussed 

relief efforts with the officers of the Bast Asia Christian Conference. Dr. 

Mueller presented fraternal greetings to the EACC from the National Council. . 
EPS, Geneva 
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LUTHERAN-REFORMED CONVERSATIONS 
HELD ON THEME: CONFESSION 


(Bad Schauenburg, Switzerland) - Under the auspices of the World Council 

of Churches' Department of Faith and Order, the Lutheran World Federation, 
and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches a further session in the series 
of Lutheran-Reformed conversations overing the European Area was held in 
Bad Schauenburg, Switzerland, 12-16 April, 1966. This marked a continuation 
of the studies undertaken in re ant years by a group of theologians and 
pastors representing Austria, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France, East Germany, 
West Germany, Holland, Hungary, Italy, Scotland, Sweden, and Switzerland. 

The chairman for 1966 was Professor G.C. van Niftrik of Amsterdam (Reformed). 
The theme discussed was ‘confession". 


The conference also gave onsiderable time to a discussion of a series of 
Theses on-Law and to a report dealing with the contemporary ecclesiastical 
situation in Europe. These documents were the product of earlier meetings 
and they will finally be approved at the 1967 conference together with a new 
series of Theses on Confession and Confessing. The group also intends to 
publish next year the results of their work and plan to continue working on 
related subjects. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL OTTAVIANI FORECASTS 
BIRTH CONTROL REPORT IN JUNE 


(Vatican City) - The work of Pope Paul's birth control commission will 
probably come to a climax in June. 


This predictien was made by the commission's head, Alfredo Cardinal Ottaviani, 
to an interviewer from the Roman weekly, Le Ore. The cardinal earlier 
expressed the same conclusion in an interview with the Italian weekly, Gente, 
which ranged over other subjects, including book censorship and the Church's 
stand on communism. The Le Ore interview centred on birth control. 


Asked how long it would take his zommission to wind up its work, Cardinal 
Ottaviani replied: It should be able to conclude its labours within a series 
of meetings to be held in a 15-day period in June, but this is according to 
ordinary expectations." 


Regarding what would happen then, he said: "We suggest to the Pontiff what. 
are the results of our studies, TI do not know if the Holy Father in every 
respect will-wish or can accept the conclusions of eur studies." 


The Cardinal also said the members of the commission as first set up were 
not in agreement regarding the lawful use of the birth control pill, and 
therefore he could not report a majority tendency. But he added that one 
"cannot depart from the teachings given by Popes Pius XI and Pius XII 
because they are founded on natural law". 


On the subject of the right of a family to limit the number of children, 

he referred the Le Ore interviewer to the Second Vatican Council's phrasing 
in the Church in the Modern World statement which permits limitation for 
good reason. But he said this must always be done by licit means, never 
following the system of the pill which interrupts gestation". EPS, Geneva 
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CANADIAN BISHOP ASKS POPE TO 
RECONSIDER ANGLICAN ORDERS 


(London, Ontario) - The Right Rev. George Luxton, Bishop of Huron, in the 
Anglican Church of Canada has sent a letter in his own name to Pope Paul VI 
asking him to appoint a commission to examine the validity, in the eyes of 
the Roman Catholic Church, of the holy orders of bishops, priests and deacons 
as established by the Anglican Communion. . 


Roman Catholic doctrine, as set out in Pope Leo XIII's decree of 1896, is 
that Anglican orders are invalid insofar as the historic ministry of the 
Church is concerned. Bishop Luxton had a private audience with the Pope on 
November 20, 1965, and outlined his reasons for suggesting that Rome might 
take another look at Anglican orders. The Pope suggested that the matter 
be set out in a formal request. 


Immediately on his return to Canada the Bishop began preparing his case, and 
towards the end of last year sent his formal suggestions in Latin and English 
to His Holiness. The complete English version of the documents is now 
revealed in the current issue of the Canadian Churchmen, the national news- 
paper of the Anglican Church of Canada. 


In a preface to the documents Bishop Luxton explains that the Latin trans-— 
lation was made by Canadian Roman Catholic friends —- in itself an indication 
of the widening dialogue between the two communions. 


The documents sent to the Pope, in addition to a scholarly presentation of 
the case for validity of Anglican orders, contained three requests from 
Bishop Luxton. The first is that the Pope asks one of his commissions to 
review the matter.of Anglican orders, to compare airesh the Anglican. ordinal 
with the early ordinals, and. to review the English ordinal through its 
various phrases of development for a further testing of its intention. 


Secondly, the Bishop asks the Pope to "consider, at the same point in the 

ears ahead, an action towards the Anglican Communion similar to that which 
Your Holiness and Patriarch Athenagoras completed at the end of the Vatican 
Council, and revoke the sentence of excommunication and anathema as passed 
by Pope Pius V in 1570 on Queen Blizabeth I and 'all those who cleave to 
her!", 


Thirdly, says the Bishop, the Pope might consider "as a further step of 
Christian brotherheod the intermingling of the orders of the. Roman Catholic 
Church with our own orders and with the orders of other communions which are 
in full communion with us, e+g. the Old Catholic Church and the Church Ox" 
Sweden, 


"IT am suggesting to Your Holiness a method by which an initial step of unity 
could be taken between our two churches, one that would render unnecessary. 
all future debate regarding the validity or non-validity of Anglican orders, 
i.e. the presence of Roman Catholic bishops at Anglican consecrations of 
bishops, and their participation as co-consecrators.". EPS, Geneva. 
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AACC APPOINTS 
REFUGEE SECRETARY 


(Nairobi, Kenya) - The All Africa Conference of Churches has appointed 
Kodwo Ankrah, a 38-years~old Methodist from Ghana, to be refugee secretary 
within the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action in Africa (EPBAA). 
His task will be to develop, under Dr. Clinton Marsh, director of the 
EPHAA's Special Agency, a strategy of aid, rehabilitation, and integration 
for the 500,000 refugees in the continent of Africa. 


After taking his Master's degree in Social Work at the University of 
Connecticut, and studying theology, personnel management, and business 
administration, Mr. Ankrah returned to Ghana where he entered the Senior 
Civil Service as a Mass Education Officer in the Department of Social 
Welfare and Community Development. Since March 1963 he has been head of 
the Christian Service work of the Christian Council of Ghana in charge of 
a staff of eleven members, EPS, Geneva. 


HEATED DEBATE OCCURS 
ON WAR ON POVERTY 


(Washington, DeCe ) - A two-day conference called here by the National 
Citizens’ Crusade Against Poverty broke up in disorder after hecklers had 
shouted down the principal speaker, Mr. Sargent Shriver of the Administra- 
tion's war on poverty. Delegates from Applachia, Harlem, the slums of 
Washington and Philadelphia and California grape-pickers wearing strike 
badges took over the platform in protest against the lack of tangible results 
from the federal programme, 


When it appeared that the dissidents wishes to gain control of the Crusade, 
the conference called to a halt. Its leaders, while apologising to the 
public for the disorder, made it clear that they were in sympathy with many 
of the complaints that had been made. The chairman, Dr. Eugene Carson 

' Blake, said at a press.conference: "This is a crisis which all Americans 
had better realise is both critical and crucial." In his address to an 
earlier session he stressed that "the strategy of the free world depends 
upon the American people daring to change their own society". EPS, Geneva, 


SOUTH AFRICAN COMMENTS 
ON VATICAN-ANGLICAN TALKS 


(Capetown) - The recent meeting between Pope Paul VI and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury brought sharply critical reactions in some Dutch Reformed and 
other Protestant quarters in South Africa. 


The Reve Av H. Jeffrey James, secretary of the Protestant Association of 
South Africa, said that while a dialogue between the churches was acceptable, 
"this is quite a different matter if the dialogue becomes a monologue wherein 
one church - the Roman Catholic + prepares the other for eventual absorption". 


Endorsing Mr. James! remarks, the official church paper Die Kerkbode 
said that "the so-called kiss ot peace between the Pope and 
Archbishop EERO Sy should -really be a ‘kiss of strifef*. 


The paper warned that the Catholic Church was being "painted in new colours 
for Protestants as if reformed Rome made reasons for the existence of 
Protestantism fall away". EPS, Geneva. 
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BISHOP SCHARF INDUCTED 
IN WEST BERLIN ‘ 


(Berlin) - At a ceremony in the Kaiser-Wilhelm Memorial Church in West 
Berlin on Easter Monday, Dr. Kurt Scharf (chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany was inducted as the new Bishop of the 
Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. He succeeds Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
who is now 85 years wld, and resigned on the lst April. 


Bish..p Dibelius, handing »ver the episcopal Cross to his successor, stressed 
the fact that as Bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg ‘Dr.Scharf was taking ver a 
position "involving great responsibility and presenting great »pportunities, 
but also fraught with many dangers". He added, “All we can do is to inter- 
cede for him." 


Nearly all the West. German churches bel: nging to the EKD had sent represent- 
atives to the ceremony; but the ¢hurches in the Eastern sector of Berlin- 
Brandenburg were »nly able to send a message of welcome to the new Bishop, 
expressing their regret that it was not possible for them to send any repre- 
sentatives of their Church Board to the cerem*ny. Nevertheless (said the 
message) the Ccnsistorium of East Berlin confirmed-its unswerving loyalty 

to its new Bishop. 


It was on the 15th February that Prases Scharf was elected as the new Bishop 
-f£ the church by the regional Synods of the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg, 
meeting separately in East and West Berlin. EPS, Geneva 


CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANISATION 
URGES VIETNAM WITHDRAWAL 


(Miami, U.S.A.) - A resolution adopted by the Seuthern Christian Leadership 
Conference calls on the U.S. to consider withdrawing American troops from 
South Vietnam and to cease aiding that government's ruling military junta. - 


The reseluti«n marked the first time that the conference - active in the 

civil rights movement - has taken an official stand on the Vietnam war. 

Its presicent, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., however, has in the past expressed 
personal criticism »f American involvement in Vietnam. 


At its sessions here, the conference urged the U.S. “to desist from aiding 
the military junta against the Buddhists, Catholics and students of Vietnam, 
whose efforts to democratize their government are m+re in consonance with 
aur traditions than the policy of the military oligarchy." 


.If we are true to our own ideals" the resslution said, "we have no cheice 
but to abandon the military junta under suéh manifestly vigsrous popular 
. Opposition." 


Negro leaders affiliated with civil rights organisations have in the past 
been divided on whether their groups should participate actively in peace 
movements, Those -pposing such actions fear a consequent loss in the 
support and effectiveness of civil rights drives. EPS, Geneva 


WORSHIPPERS CROWD MOSCOW CATHEDRAL 
WHILE MOBS CHANT 'GOD IS DEAD! OUTSIDE 


(Moscow) - While mobs of jeering beatniks shouting "God is dead" staged wild 
anti-religious demonstrations. nutside Yelokhovsky Cathedral here, 8,000 
Russian Orthodox worshippers jammed the shrine for Easter services. Dispersed 
only after mounted police and volunteers had turned fire-hoses on them, the 
demonstrators had filled the streets for blocks when Patriarch Alexei of 
Moscow, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, led choristers and priests in a 
ceremenial procession around the cathedral in the traditional Faster search 

for the body of Christ. The cathedral service began before midnight and 
lasted until dawn. British pilgrims and members of the diplomatic corps were 
present in the huge congregation, which was little affected by the disturbances 
outside. Observers agree that this year Faster wag -selebra ted throughout 


Russia with an almost exceptiona fervou ee hae Me eC 
oa 4% 1 ir ae ae wee ae A eae EPS, Geneve 
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FOREIGN MISSIONARIES 
TO LEAVE BURMA 


(Rangoon) -~ As reported in/EPS No. 10 new regulations have been introduced 
by the Revolutionary Council of Burma requiring the departure of all foreign 
missionaries. The largest number affected belong to the Roman Catholic 
Church, Two hundred and thirty-two will leave by the end of October and 
the remaining 190 will leave before the end of December 1966. 


All Protestant missionaries must leave the country by the end of May 1966, 
This involves twenty Baptist! missionaries with the families and three 
Anglicans. 


The secretary of the Burma Christian Council commenting on the situation 
says, "we are taking over the responsibilities wherever needed". Another 
church leader in Burma says: "On the basis of travels through Asia, I am 
convinced that the church in Burma has some of the finest leadership to be 
found anywhere. I expect the Church to grow both in spiritual strength and 
in numbers, but hope and pray that it will not suffer unduly from isolation 
from the rest of the oikoumene.'!! 


A national consultation on "The Christian Community within the Changing 
Society" was held in October 1965 under the auspices of the Hast Asia 
Christian Conference, with some such developments in mind. 


The new regulations came into force soon after the celebration by the Burma 
Baptist Convention of the centenary of its formation in 1865. About five 
thousand participants gathered at Rangoon for this celebration. The total. 
Baptist community in Burma is estimated at 600,000 with Anglicans at 130,000, 
and Roman Catholics at 184,000. There are about 13,000 Methodists. The 
Protestants have over 700 ordained nationals compared with over 50 ordained 
foreign missionaries, and over 1,600 lay workers. 


The Church in Burma went through a similar ‘experience during the Japanese 
war ‘when most of the foreign missionaries left the country. EPS, Geneva. 


GERMAN CHURCH'S ATTITUDE 
NOT tONE-SIDED! 


' (Dusseldorf) - There has been considerable reaction in Germany to the pub- 
licity given to the recently formed Emergency Fellowship of Protestant 
Germans, which opposes the Memorandum of the Evangelical Church in Germany 

on relations with Germany's eastern neighbours. According to the Emergency 
Fellowship, leading circles in the church "interpret Germany's defeat as if 
it were the Word of God and a norm for political guidance". Since 1945, 
they claim, the church has taken a one-sided point of view, stressing that 
"military capitulation must be followed by spiritual humiliation". By doing 
so "the church has in fact prevented the German people from realising for 
themselves the need for repentance", The recent Memorandum, they maintain, 
should "not have concentrated only on the guilt of Germans; it should also 
have drawn attention to the violence and injustice created by the other side", 


In a reasoned reply to their arguments, Prases Beckmann of the Rhineland 
points out that the Church has always underlined the need to learn from the 
experience of 1943, to turn.back from wrong paths, and to make a new beginning 
politically. The: church's attitude has not been "one-sided" as the Emergency 
Fellowship suggests. EPS, Geneva. 
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RIVAL CELEBRATIONS IN POLAND 
BY CHURCH AND STATE 


(Geneva) - The hope expressed by the Polish bishops that the thousandth 
anniversary of Poland's conversion to Christianity would be mes kod by a true 
spirit of reconciliation has not been fulfilled. 


State and Church celebrated the jubilee last weekend in the same place, but 
separately. While the Primate of Poland, Cardinal Wyszynski,was celebrating 
Mass in the Cathedral of St. Adalbert at Griezno on Saturday afternoon before 
a congregation of some 8,000 people, the Minister of Defence, Mr. Spychalski, 
was addressing a crowd double the size not far away on the occasion of the © 
twenty-first anniversary of the crossing of the Oder-—Neisse line by the 
Polish army. He accused the Church of monopolising the celebrations which 
were really intended for the whole nation, 


Similar pronouncements were made by state officials in Poznan culminating in 
violent attacks against the Church and against the Polish bishops. The 
climax was a gathering in the square in front of the University at which 

Mr. Gomulka, the Prime Minister, accused the Polish Primate of misusing the 
jubilee for political purposes, and of upsetting Poland's relations with the 
Soviet Union. He also denounced once more the correspondence between the 
bishops in Poland and in Germany as a policy directed against the State.- 


The foreign press consider, however, that the party and the State have 
received a blow... Mr. Gomulka's speech in Poznan, says the Neue Zurcher 
Zeitung, was received by the crowd in "stony silence". On the previous day, 
when he spoke in Gniezno, there was no applause either "except from the 
professional clique". 


In strong contrast to this according to a report in the German daily, Die 
Welt, the entry of the bishops into Poznan was like a "triumphal processions 
The windows were filled with lighted candles and shining crosses, and the 
houses were decorated with flags bearing the papal colours (yellow and white), 
side by side with the red and white state flags. The people began waving 

to the bishops as soon as the column of episcopal cars left Gniezno, and they 
kept on waving. In all the villages the people were standing in the street 
carrying torches, candles, and pictures of the Virgin Mary, and singing © 
hymns..." 


Unfortunately no Roman Catholics from Poland's neighbours were able to attend 
these celebrations, as had been hoped. Visas were not granted @ither to - 
bishops from abroad. Pope Paul VI was also refused admission. the reason 
given for these refusals was that the Polish Catholics were trying: to organ- 
ise ceremonies in oppositions to the State celebrations. - HPS, Geneva. 


ROMAN CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS 
MEET AT FULDA 


(Fulda) - The first official meeting between representatives of the Council 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany and. of the Fulda Catholic Bishops! 
Conference was held at Fulda on April 16. To quote Bishop Hermann : 
Dietzfelbinger of the Evangelical Church, its main concern was"that we should 
make each other's acquaintance in truth and love". 


The subjects of this first meeting included: a joint translation of the 
Bible, interconfessional gatherings, the EKD's Statement on the Position of 
Expellees, and the correspondence between the Polish bishops and the Roman 
Catholic bishops in Germany. ' EPS, Geneva. 
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POPE TAKES PART IN 
KCUMENICAL TV DISCUSSION 


(Pope Paul VI took part in a television colloquy last week with Anglican, 
Orthodox and Protestant leaders. The Pope's participation was in the f rm 
of a declaration at the end of individual interviews with Patriarch Athena- 
goras, the Archbishop of Canterbury and Dr.W.A.Visser 't Hooft. The inter- 
views were filmed and recorded separately and assembled in Rome. 


Dr. Visser 't H-oft speaking from the WCC headquarters in Geneva, said that 
Christian unity meant "to sacrifice all dreams of privilege, all dreams of 
power, and to live uniquely for service". 


The Anglican Primate spoke of the potential Christian contribution to modern 
man. He cited "the great appeal of the Pope that the nations should agree 
on putting aside their arms of destruction and resolve all of their con- 
troversies without reeourse to war". 


Patriarch Athenagoras, noting that this year all Christians had celebrated 
Easter on the same day, said "the messages that came from the four corners 
of the Christian world to enter the hearts and minds of men were purified 
by contact with the Risen Saviour." 


In his talk which concluded the programme, Pope Paul said, "There is no 
lack of difficulties (on the road to unity), and they are such that they 
do not permit foreseeing a speedy and satisfactory solution. 


"Some would like doctrinal or constitutienal sacrifices from the Catholic 
Church which it cannot make without failing in its fidelity to the truth 
of the Gospel and the tradition deriving therefrom", he added. 


"Hunenly speaking", the obstacles in the way to unity are "insurmountable", 
he said. He finished by quoting the words of Christ "with men this is 
impossible but with God all things are possible." EPS, Geneva 


SECOND LUTHERAN/ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CONSULTATION HELD 


(Strasb-urg, France) - The manner in which already existing contacts between 
the Lutheran World Federation and the Roman Catholic Church can be further 
carried .n and intensified was the wrk continued by the second consultation 
between representatives of the two communions which met April 13-15 in Stras- 
bourg. 


Under the co-chairmanship of the Rt.Rev.Hermann Dietzfelbinger, Lutheran 
bishop of Bavaria, and the Rt.Rev.Hermann Volk, Roman Catholic bishop of 
Mainz, the participants in the consultation condensed the results of their 
deliberations thus far to a common report which will now be turned over to 
the Holy See and the Executive Committsce of LWF. 


As with the first consultation official observers were again present from 
the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. 
EPS, Geneva 
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THE CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE IN 
JOHANNESBURG AND APARTHEID 


(Hamburg) - "The Christian Institute in Johannesburg is not a political 
instrument opposing the Apartheid policy of the South African government. 

The staff of the Institute, however, insist that racial segregation cannot 
exist where there is Christian brotherhood." This statement was made by 

Dre Engelbrecht, editor of the paper Pro Veritate, published by the Christian 
Institute, in a conversation with representatives of the Protestant 
Fellowship for World Mission and the German Protestant Mission Council in 
Hamburg. 


The theologians of the Dutch Reformed churches in South Africa today no 
longer regard the Bible as an adequate reason for defending the policy of 
Apartheid, said Dr. Engelbrecht, The official organ of that church, Die 
Kerkbode, which has a large circulation, still clings to the view that 
Scripture contains a justification of the Apartheid policy. This is causing 
a great deal of confusion among church members, a confusion on which the 
Christian Institute is trying to cast some light, said Dr. Engelbrecht. 


Dr. Engelbrecht also said that good progress has been made in bringing to- 
gether the independent churches in South Africa split up into-over 2,500 
different denominations with a total of over two million members. These 
churches sprang up in opposition to the traditional churches and in many 
cases have incorporated ancient elements of African religion into 
Christianity, resulting in syncretism. Recently the Christian Institute 
succeeded in uniting 47 of these churches in the African Independent Churches 
Association. This is only a modest beginning, said Dr. Engelbrecht, but 
there is every reason to expect that many more of these independent churches 
will join the AICA and will thus come in contact with the ecumenical move-— 
ment. The Christian Institute enjoys the confidence of the independent. 
churches, which is not the case with any of the official churches, and is 
thus able to play a unique role. BPS, Geneva. 


BRITISH CHURCHES URGE GOVERNMENT 
TO INCREASE OVERSEAS AID 


(London) - The British Council of Churches, meeting 19-20 April at Cheam, 
Surrey, adopted a resolution on World Poverty and British Responsibility on 
the basis of a document drawn up by a special working party of 18 including 
six economists. The resolution affirms that "for as long as a large part:’ 
of the human family lives in misery no part of the universal Church ought to 
remain undisturbed, least of all in a country which is increasing in aff- 
luence", 


On the basis of this affirmation, and of a detailed economic argument regard- 
ing overseas aid in the past and possibilities in the future, the Council: 

1. "requests its officers to take up with the appropriate members of Her 
Majesty's Government the question why the British National Plan does not 

_ provide even for an increase in aid between 1964-1970 proportionate to the 
planned increase of the national product", and 2. resolves "to investigate 
the possibility of a concerted national campaign to bring the nature of 

world poverty, and the need for changes in the nature of our life within both 
church and nation, to the full attention of the churches and through them to 
the community at large". EPS, Genevas 
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IN BRIEF 


In London, Anglicans, Roman Catholics, Free Churchmen and members of the 
Salvation Army walked in procession to Westminster Cathedral (Roman Catholic) 
for a special interdenominational service on Good Friday. During the service 
an address was given by the Archbishop of Westminster (Cardinal Heenan); 
Special prayers were led by the Anglican Bishop of London (Dr.Stopford); 

and the Passion from St.Luke!s Gospel was read by Dr.Maurice Barnett, . 
representing the Free Churches. 


* * * 


Christians in Syria rejoicing in the fact that the date of Baster in all 

the different confessions coincided this year have, in an ecumenical spirit, 

expressed the hope that an agreed calendar might be adopted for the. great 
Christian feasts. 


* * * 


Mr. William R.Tolbert, Vice-President of Liberia and President of. the World 
Baptist Alliance took part in the East African Baptist Convention which 
opened on 14 April at Limuru, near Nairobi. The following day he had an 
interview with the President of Kenya, Mr. Kenyatta. 


* * * 


The National Exhibition of Tanzania will have a Christian pavilien organised 
jointly by the Christian Council of Tanganyika and the Conference of (Roman 
Catholic) Bishops in Tanzania. There will be photographs, models and 
statistics illustrating the history of the churches of Tanzania and their: 
contribution to the development of the country. 


* * * 


Bishop Anthony, Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate for Western Europe has 

made a statement regarding the Orthodox Church of France and Western Europe, 
which recently declared its independence (See EPS No.1). According to this 
statement there is no such thing as an "independent" Church in Orthodoxy.. 

"An Orthodox Church can either be autonomous or autocephalous. An autonomous 
Church remains under the direct control of an autocephalous Church, which 
must determine the limits and the form of this autonomy." A unilateral 
declaration of independence is tantamount to schism. 


* * * 


The Rev.John S.Bowden, Assistant Lecturer in Theology at the University of 
Nottingham, has been appointed Editor and Managing Director of the Student 
Christian Movement Press in succession to the Rev. David L. Wdwards, who 
becomes Dean of King's College, Cambridge, in September. 


* * * 


Josef Cardinal Beran, exiled Archbishop of Prague, who is on a visit to the 
United States, has been hailed by Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
Church leaders in the USA as a hero symbolising the great goals of freedom 
and faith. 


* * * 


The Rev.Seppo Teinonen, official observer of the Lutheran Wcerld Federation to 
the Second Vatican VCouncil, has been appcinted by the Finnish president, 

_ professor of ecumenics in the University of Helsinki. This is the first 

_ chair of ecumenics in Scandinavia. _ 


~~ S i. 
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The Methodist Church in Pakistan is sending one of its leading pastors to 
England as its first foreign missionary. The Rev. Eric N.Daniels, pastor 
of the Central Methodist Church, Karachi, will serve as missionary +o the 
200,000 Pakistanis in England. 


* * * 


Two Jehevah's Witnesses have been arrested in Athens on a charge of prosely- 
tizing among Greek Orthodox residents. The two women were released from 
custody after being charged pending completion of a police investigation. 


* * * 


The Ven. Leonard Tyler, Archdeacon of Rochdale, has been appointed new 
Principal of William Temple College, Rugby, in.succession to Miss Mollie 
Batten who is resigning after 16 years as Principal. 


* * * r 


The Very Rev.Paul Cathan, Indian-born Anglican Dean of Mauritius, has been 
denied an entry visa to South Africa. He has been invited by the Bishop 
of Natal to address missionary gatherings of Indians, Africans and whites. 
No reason was offered for the refusal. 


* * * 


The Delta Opportunity Corporation, formed largely through the efforts of the 
Delta Ministry of the National Council of Churches, has purchased 400 acres 
of farmland near Greenville, Mississippi, to be held in trust for a Poor 
People's Fund which will also help impoverished Negroes build their own 
houses on the land, and thus acquire their own “economic and political toe- 
hold" in the state. 


* * * 


The Rev.Nemecio Garcia, one of 433 Baptist leaders to be imprisoned in Cuba 
on Good Friday last year, has now been released. It is hoped that this 
action may indicate the forthcoming release of the other pastors. 


* * * 


Dr.Charles L.Taylor, retiring executive director of the American Association 

of Theological Schools, is to head a new Theological Education Study of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA. The Advisory Committee for the 

Study will also include the Rev.J.F.Hopewell, director of the WCC's Theologica: 
Education Fund and the Rev.Canon Sydney Evans, Dean of King's College, London 
England. 


Dr.Marc Boegner, member of the French Academy and Honorary President of 

the French Protestant Federation had a private audience with the Pope during 
Holy Week. He was presented by Mgr.Arrighi, Under-Secretary of the Vatican 
Secretariat for the Unity of Christians. 


* * * 


The Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr.Michael Ramsey) is to visit Patriarch German 
of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Belgrade from 30 April to 3 May. 


* * *% . ar ? 
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CONGREGATIONS NEED "COPERNICAN 
REVOLUTION", SAYS VISSER 'T HOOFT 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) ~ Nothing less than "a Copernican revolution" is 
needed to change the congregation's understanding of its reason for existence, 
Dre W. Ae Visser 't Hooft told the U.S. Conference for the World Council of 
Churches, at its annual session here. 


Pointing out that most church members are still thinking in "pre-ecumenical 
terms", Dr. Visser 't Hooft, the WOCC's general secretary, said the great 
majority of them believe that their respective congregations exist to meet 
their personal religious needs. 


He told the 200 leaders of the 28 member churches represented that it is 
necessary for church members to develop "a true understanding of the church 
as the Church of God with Christ as the centre of its solar system and with 
each congregation's raison d'étre as a part of the total family of God. 


"There can be no deep solidarity, no sense of responsibility for the ‘whole 
body of Christians until through preaching and teaching that revolution 
has taken place", he saide 


Dr. Visser "+ Hooft cautioned against a "triumphalist" view in assessing 
the still unfulfilled tasks of the ecumenical movement. "No one in the 
1930's could have foreseen the theological situation of the 1960's", he 
noted. 


He pointed out that many of the developments which the early ecumenical 
leaders expected have not come to pass, but developments which they did not 
foresee have come avout. 


Boumenical maturity 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft ‘thought that the "real test of ecumenical maturity" is 
whether churches are willing to receive spiritual gifts from other churches. 
He made it clear that no member church intends now or later to give up its 
spiritual independence in favour of a centralised church government. "Un 
fortunately", he conceded, "we have not yet succeeded to convince: our church 
members that unity and freedom are not mutually exclusive. 


"We must make a determined effort to show that the unity we have in mind is 
the unity «+. of unrestricted communion and fellowship rather than institu- 

tional unification", he said. "We should teach and preach that unity which 
was enjoyed by the early Church and in which diversity of form went: together 
with unity in the essentials of faith and in the .»sacramental life." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft noted that the danger of estrangement between -the gener- 
ations has never been greater in the history of the ecumenical movement. 

He stressed that this fact’ represents "a real test for the reality of the 
ecumenical movement", 


Dr. Visser, 't Hooft noted that one of the greatest achievements of recent 
years has been that almost all Eastern Orthodox churches are now in WCC 
membership. ' "The first stage of this new encounter between East and West 
after long, centuries of separation, has. now. been completed", he said. 


"We must now enter the second stage. That is the stage of intensive concern 
to receive from each, other the differing spiritual gifts given to cach vin 
the course of our history. 


"Western Christianity needs badly that Easter joy, that all-pervading 
awareness of the victory once achieved for all which is the secret of the 
faithfulness of the Hastern churches. Eastern Christianity needs that sense — 
of the prophetic ministry of the Church in the world which has Shanao’ eta | 
the Western churches in the crucial moments of their history." 


) 
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New development 


Pointing to the "remarkable acceleration" in relations between Roman 
Catholic and other Christians, Dr. Visser !t+ Hooft urged churchmen to re-~ 
frain from "optimistic or pessimistic prophecies" regarding this new 
development. 


He said it is necessary to go beyond "neutral co-existence" to "a positive 
pro-existence accepting responsibility for the spiritual influence which we 
exert upon each.other and cooperating except when deep differences of con- 
viction compel us to act separately". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft further stressed that "the new interest in dialogue with 
/ Rome" must.not lead the WCC to neglect the task - in some cases more im- 
mediate - to build "a bridge of understanding" between those committed to 
the ecumenical movement and conservative evangelicals "who consider the 
ecumenical movement as a dangerous development threatening the integrity and 
purity of the evangelical faith". 


"In this case also our first task is to listen", he said. "We will meet 
with concerns about the centrality of the Scriptures, about personal evan- 
gelism, about the uniqueness of Christ, which we can not only respect, but 
which we must recognise as necessary and urgent concerns about the life of | 
the Church in our time." 


Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft also noted that the ecumenical movement is especially 
challenged at the point of the true Christian witness to be made in Asia and 
Africa. 


"Inevitably the forms in which the Christian faith has been brought to these 
continents have been Western", he said. "Equally inevitably the awakened 
Asia and Africa mistrust the forms in which Christianity expresses itself 

in their midst. We must prove that earthen vessels are not foreign vessels." 


Still another question facing the ecumenical movement involves the fact that 
all religions and ideologies must learn that none can claim "a spiritual 
monopoly" in a pluralistic world, he said. He noted that this means "a 
revolutionary change" for churches which have enjoyed a privileged position 
in the past. 


"The new pluralistic world makes new and heavy demands upon the churches", 
he said, "but it should be accepted without recrimination and tears because 
it gives the churches the great opportunity to stand on their own legs trust— 
ing in the internal truth of the Gospel which they bring to the world". — 


Racial: cris2s 


While the ecumenical movement has taken an unequivocal stand on the racial 
crisis, he said, "the most difficult part of our task is still before us", 


He declared: 


"We must not cease to support the courageous Christian men and women who in 
these seemingly hopeless. situations continue to fight for inter-racial 
justice and understanding and we must not cease to plead with the supporters 
of the status quo - especially in the churches - that what is at stake is 
both the peace of the world and the trustworthiness of the Christian witness 
concerning the dignity of man." 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft indicated that there is a sense in which "God is dead" 

- namely, the God of natural theology, "the God that everyone believed in, 
the God whom we exploited in our easy speeches as the guarantee of our 
human purposes. 
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"But it is hardly news that that god is not alive", he said. "The future 
of the ecumenical movement and indeed of the Christian cause will therefore 
depend on our readiness to turn resolutely to the centre of the Christian 
message, to its one distinctive characteristics: that in this world in which 
everything is uncertain, everything questionable, there is one point of 
light, one point where the hidden God becomes unveiled and that that point 
is the-coming of Christ." 


* * * 


Two editors — the Rev. John Sheerin of Catholic World and Dr. Carl F. Henry 
of Christianity Today - discussed developments in their respective Christian 
constituencies in the USA. 


Father Sheerin said that there are small pockets of resistance but no large- 
scale opposition to the ecumenical movement. He attributed this to support 
by the American Roman Catholic bishops who recently created a commission for 
ecumenical affairs. But some individual bishops "have taken a somewhat 
legalistic approach to ecumenism in their dioceses", waiting for policy 
directives from Rome. 


“ 


"They have. not permitted, for instance, participation of Catholics in joint 
prayer services in Catholic or Protestant churches, even though Pope Paul 
himself took part in a joint prayer service with Protestant and Orthodox 
observers last December." 


The Roman Catholic editor and ecumenist called "the conditional baptism" of 
Luci Baines Johnson last year a "setback" to the ecumenical movement. "On 
that occasion a Catholic priest rebaptised her ‘conditionally! and this was 
taken as a reflection on the validity of Protestant baptism." 


Telephone campaigns 


Father Sheerin observed a "definite drop in the number of converts received 
into the Roman Catholic Church since the (Vatican) Council began". He said 
this may be due to a growing loss of interest in réligion or to abandonment 
of high-pressure telephone campaigns directed to non-Catholic partners in 
‘mixed marriages. 


Still another reason for the drop might be increased cooperation betwoen | 
priests and ministers in regard to ground rules for "convert making", he said. 


The Protestant suspicion that the Catholic hierarchy in centres of Roman 
Catholic concentration exerts undue influence at the polls has been a” 
"persistent source" of Catholic-Protestant friction. 


"This was particularly true of laws pertaining to censorship, birth control, 
and divorce, and the claim was that the hierarchy was helping to impose 
Catholic rules of morality on the general 10)> ol io 


"Catholic bishops of late have tended to withdraw their support of dubious 
divorce and birth control laws and this. nas helped ecumenical relations", 
Father Sheerin said. ; 


Dis Henry said that conservative evangelicals are asking "by what common 
action they can best fulfil the Church's evangelical mandate in the re- 
Maining third of this century, 


"They have not devoted deep study to the question of ecumenical organization 
and structure", he said, "Cherishing the official standards of their q 
churches they have witnessed and worked happily within the inherited de-— 
nominational pattern. 


"But the recent turmoil in theology and the mounting tempo of mergers now 


“more often provoked the question whether any Srphing structures are wholly 


adequate Orit maximal evangelical thrust." i i ie 
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Two levels 


Dr. Henry distinguished between two levels of ecumenical activity. One 
takes place between prominent ecclesiastical leaders "sometimes secret and 
unpublicised", The other is "highly visible cooperation at the grassroots 
in which believers join in public worship, witness, or work. 


"In one case, church members first learn of highly important proposals for 
merger from the mass media, In the other, they themselves make the news." 


Dr. Henry said that "alongside evangelical de-~isolation" there is a widening 
range of transdenominational conversations, to unite in "fulfilling evane- 
gelical imperatives". 


He said that the extension of ecumenical dialogue by the conciliar movement 
to include influential leaders in unaffiliated groups finds a parallel in 
"fuller dialogue between respected spokesmen for various non-conciliar move- 
ment and churches. 


"Many of us dare to hope that a new day is dawning, We do not brashly 
assume that the Kingdom of God duplicates only photocopies of ourselves, 
for it would be a highly monotonous society", he said. 


"We long for the day when labels will fall away because believers so mirror 
the truth of God and show the love of God that the simple term Christian will 
recover its apostolic purity." 


He spoke of weariness "with man-made mechanisms for repairing man-made 


deformities of the Church of Christ". 


In another address, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, secretary general-elect of the 
World Council of Churches, said that the ecumenical body must be an agent 
of reconciliation across all lines dividing mankind and asserted that the 
ecumenical movement needs the support of "committed Christians" - not 
"culture Christians". 


Dre Blake called for an inclusive Christian witness. "The Church of Jesus 
Christ is one", he saids "Our task is to manifest that oneness. 


"The prophet and the pastor-priest, the radical and the conservative, the 
old and the young all belong in the Church", he added. EPS, Genevas 


RESTRICTIVE RELIGIOUS LAWS 
CRITICISED IN FINLAND 


(Helsinki) ~ The president of Finland's newly formed ecumenical association 
has criticised Finnish laws which forbid the founding of Catholic monas= 
teries in this country. 


Aimo T. Nikolainen, a Lutheran theologian, told newsmen here that laws 
barring new religious houses for Catholics and Greek Orthodox are unfair. 
He said the new organization would devote itself to solving such inequities. 


Lutheranism is the established religion in Finland and is professed by 
about 93 per cent of the population. The Orthodox are the next largest 
denomination. There are very few Roman Catholics. 


One Roman Catholic, Thea Aulo, was elected to the executive board of the 
association. EPS, Genevae 
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SAIGON CATHOLICS ASK GOVERNMENT 
FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION 


(Saigon) - On March 29 the Public Relations Office at Archbishop's House, 
Saigon, published a statement on the situation in Vietnam. Although this 
office is staffed by four or five priests and as many laymen who meet 
periodically at Archbishop's House, Saigon, to study national problems as 
these crop up and to inform their fellow countrymen about the outcome of 
their work, it does not necessarily represent the Archbishop of Saigon, the 
country's hierarchy, or the whole Catholic community. 


The statement said: 


"i, In the present juncture, our country needs political stability; dis- 
turbances of all kinds only make the situation more confused without, 
perhaps, providing a solution for any problem. 


"Nonetheless, 'stability! does not in the least mean 'statisme! (or motion-— 
lessness). In a country learning to live as a democracy, all members of 
the population have the right and the duty to expound their point of view 
concerning questions of common interest and to struggle in an orderly manner 
for the realisation of their legitimate aspirations. 


"On the government's part, 'stability' cannot be considered as an end in 
itself, On the contrary, it is the essential condition for the application 
of realistic measures aimed at solving the country's most urgent problems. 
If the only thing achieved were the maintenance of stability without daring 
to take any measures, this. stability would have the consolidation of power 
as its only effect and it would be completely useless in the present 
situation. 


"2, One of the most urgent problems needing an immediate solution is the 
present ‘political vacuum! (or political emptiness). 


"In preceding statements, the Public Relations Office has already underlined 
the importance of this problem, In an earlier statement the Office 
declared: '!The political scene in the South still remains’ a hollow calmness. 
The government cannot yet provide itself with a sound legal basis, assure 
itself of the broad support of the population; the masses still remain 
indifferent with regard to questions of life and death for the country. In 
the meantime, in the towns, rottenness, injustice and degeneration, due to 
money (or thie thirst for money) and war, reign more completely every day.! 


"On that occasion, the Office confirmed the need for ‘normalising political 

life and radically improving social life in South Vietnam!, giving the press 
greater freedom, encouraging the formation and development of new political 

forces, setting up democratic institutions with a view to getting nearer to 

a government of a type representative of the majority of the population of 

the South, etcee. 


"The government authorities have kindly promised the people to build up a 
democratic regime. It is regrettable that this promise has not been rea- 
lised sooner.. This Office hopes that the government will take timely 
measures needed in order to prevent the population from having to wait any 
longer." EPS, Geneva. 
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BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES BACKS 
WCC STATEMENT ON VIETNAM 


(Cheam, Surrey) - The British Council of Churches, at its meeting here 

April 19-20, resolved to commend "to the serious consideration of Her 
Majesty's Government and of member churches" the 10-point statement on steps 
to peace in Vietnam adopted last February by the World Council of Churches! 
Central Committee (See EPS No. 5, pages 14-16). 


This statement, which the BCC adopted in its entirety, calls on the United 
States and South Vietnam to stop the bombing of the North and for North 
Vietnam to stop military infiltration of the South. It also urges another 
cease-fire to be mutually and promptly agreed upon of sufficient duration 
to serve as a cooling off period. 


A footnote to the BCC's resolution states: "The significance of the state- 
ment on Vietnam, passed with virtual unanimity - after a long and painstaking 
discussion ~ by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches will 
be seen even more clearly in the light of the fact that the committee 
included representatives of churches from \/estern Europe, the United States, 
the Afro-Asian countries, and from Czechoslovakia, Hungary and the USSR. 
Most of those voting for the statement were thereby challenging the policies 
of their own governments. The American delegates were explicit about this." 
EPS, Genevae 


° 


BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
REPORT CITES GROWTH OF ECUMENISM 


(Cheam, Surrey) - New moves to quicken the pace of church unity in Britain 
and define its implications were reported here to more than 100 representa- 
tives of Protestant churches. 


The news came in a report of the Faith and Order department at the spring 
meeting of the British Council of Churches, Attending were delegations 
‘from the principal churches in Britain. Four Roman Catholic observers were 
also present. 


The Bishop of Bristol, Dr. Oliver Tomkins, chairman, read the department's 
reports 


"The department has been encouraged to note the continuing progress of 
official negotiations within the various 'national groupings! across the 
British Isles and also the steady strengthening of ecumenical planning and 
initiative at regional and diocesan levels... 


"The number of associated local councils of churches now exceeds 500. A 
recent survey of local councils, in which about 250 detailed questionnaires 
were returned, has given a clearer picture than has been available before. 


"On the basis of the replies received about half the councils now have Roman 
Catholic participation in some form. Nearly all local councils hold united 
worship from time to time and promote common prayer. Over a quarter report 
on united services for which other normal services close down. Over half 
organise common study and lay training." 


On a more national scale, the department published the texts of resolutions 
on church unity passed at recent meetings of the English member churches of 
the Council and at a conference of Scottish churches. These meetings had 
as their background the now famous resolution of the BCC's first Faith and 
Order Conference at Nottingham in September, 1964. 
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In an appendix to its report the department redefined the meaning of 
"covenanting together" as resolved at Nottingham. It said the English 
member churches had now agreed that the term "covenant" has too many parti- 
cular overtones in a variety of contexts to be a suitable term for use in the 
continuing discussion now going on and that a suitable substitution would be 
the phrase "a committment before God". The appendix added: 


"To fulfil the Nottingham expectation, therefore, would be to undertake a 
commitment before God to seek the inauguration of union at the earliest 
possible moment. By ‘inauguration of union! is understood the bringing 
into existence of a united church... 


"The commitment would involve and imply, (a) unambiguous recognition by the 
churches undertaking it of one another as ‘in Christ! and, (b) actions as an 
earnest of the reality of that commitment." \ 


The report further said that the membership of the department has been 
strengthened by the appointment of Dr. Frank Sherman, (previously an ob- 
server) as a Lutheran representative, and of the Very Rev. Archimandrite 
Gregory Theocharus as a Greek Orthodox representative. The department has’ 
two Roman Catholic observers. EPS, Geneva. 


STRINGFELLOW SEES WORLD : 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 'OBSOLETH! | 


(Carthagena, Ohio) - An Episcopal layman said here the World Council of 
Churches is "ecumenically obsolete". 


The world body has "done what it can do", William Stringfellow told an 
audience of Roman Catholic and Protestant clergymen and seminarians at an 
Ecumenical Day programme at St. Charles seminary. 


Stringfellow, an author and member of the Council's YPaith and Order Commission, 
told the assembly his opinion would be modified if tue Roman Catholic Church 
entered the World Council. The admission of the Catholic Church would 
radically change the nature of the world body, he explained. 


As things stand, however, "the World Council of Churches is an inadequate 
substitute for unity and if it is allowed to survive much longer as an in- 
stitution, it will become another denomination", Stringfellow said. 

EPS, Condes 


DR. HOSKINS, ARCHITECT 
OF UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, DIES 


(Garden City, N.Y. ) - Dr. Fred Hoskins, pastor of Garden City Community 
Church and one of the founders of the United Church of Christ, died here 
(April 20) at the age of 60. 


As chief executive officer of the Congregational Christian Churches, Dr. 
Hoskins in 1957 led his denomination into union with the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church which created the United Church of Christ. 


Together with Dr. James W. Wagner, who was president of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, he served as co-president of the new denomination in the 

formative years of constitution drafting and the development of a statement 
of faith. | EPS, Geneva. 
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OTTAVIANI CONFIRMS 
END OF INDEX 


(Vatican City) - In an-interview in the Vatican City weekly newspaper, 
L'Osservatore della Domenica, Alfredo Cardinal Ottaviani, pro-prefect of 
the Doctrinal Congregation, confirmed that the Index of Prohibited Books is 
now a historical document and will not be published in the future. 


As a result of the Second Vatican Council, national episcopal conferences 
have an important place in the regulation of the reading matter of Catholics, 
the cardinal noted. It is possible that, they will set up organizations in 
this field, similar to those that already exist in the fields of films and 
entertainment, to give advice and guidance, he said. 


He also noted that the imprimatur required for books on religious subjects 
will remain in force as in the past. 


Cardinal Ottaviani declared that his congregation will still interest itself 
in books and articles of a religious nature but with a new viewpoint. He 
stated: f 


"Since the spirit of the new congregations is no longer that of the past, 
the present canonical legislation on books which is affected by that older 


spirit will also have to be reviewed. It is no mystery that a Pontifical 
Commission for the Revision of the Code of Canon Law exists. Therefore it 
is no mystery that the canons (which concern prohibited books) will be also 
revised." EPS, Genevae 


BISHOP SEES "SCANDAL" IN MONEY 
SPENT ON UNNEEDED ANGLICAN BUILDINGS 


(London) - The large amount of money being spent on unnecessary Anglican 
church buildings "is becoming a serious scandal", the Bishop of Southwark, 
Dr. Mervyn Stockwood,; says in his diocesan review. 


His reaction to an interim report on the sub-deanery of Deptford is that the 
area is far too well provided with churches. "Phe Roman .Catholics in 
Deptford have one church as compared with our twelve", Dr. Stockwood writese 
"It is estimated that the congregation in this one church on a Sunday is 
about double the size of the total congregation in our twelve." 


The estimated total of adult practising Anglicans attending these churches 
is about 580, the Bishop writes. One-tenth come from outside the two 
squdre-mile area with a population of 68,450 covered by the sub-deanéry. 
Serving the eight parish ohurches, their three daughter churches and a 
mission hall are eight incumbents, seven curates, two Church Army chaplains, 
three women workers, a missionery, and a youth leader. 


"Instead of using our resources sensibly to spread the Gospel and run the 
church efficiently, we are squandering our energies and money upon pre- 
serving the fabric", Dr. Stockwood writes. "There must be fewer and larger 
units well-staffed and adequately financed." ; EPS, Genevas 
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RAMSEY HOPES FOR CLOSER 
ANGLICAN-ORTHODOX RELATIONS 


(Jerusalem, Jordan) - During his recent tour of the Holy Land, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, told the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarch that he hoped forthcoming attempts to resolve doctrinal differ- ‘ 
ences between the’Anglican and Orthodox churches would be successful. 


Dr. Ramsey mentioned the commission of the Anglican and Orthodox churches 
which is expected to meet in Greece next September and said he hoped that 
plans for this meeting would go forward and help to resolve differences and 
promote unity. 


It is believed that the commission, on which each side will be represented 
by 30 delegates, will be preceded by a Synod of Orthodox churches in Belgrade 
when the independent Orthodox churches will attempt to agree on a joint 
position with which to confront the Anglicans. Since their decisions have 
to be unanimous a great deal will hinge on the outcome of the talks in 
Belgrade. 


The Anglican Communion has been working for some years to bring about a 
meeting with the Orthodox. Relations were strained by the Cyprus issue 
but have recently improved. EPS, Geneva. 


BILHEIMER TO HEAD INTHERNsaTIONAL 
AFFATRS PROGRAMME OF NCCUSA 


(New York) - Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy, general secretary of the National Council . 
of Churches, USA, has announced the appointment of the Rev. Robert S. 
Bilheimer to head the Council's new International Affairs programme. 


In obedience to the mandate of the NCC's General Board last February, a 
permanent Advisory Committee on Peace has been set up "to coordinate, 
explore, promote, and participate in global peace moves". Dr. Bilheimer | 
will be director of this new Committee, effective July, as well as executive 
director of the Council's International Affairs Commission in which capacity 
he succeeds the Rev. Kenneth L. Maxwell who resigned earlier this year to 
take up post-doctoral studies at Princeton University. 


Dr. Maxwell had been director for 11 years of the International Affairs 
Commission. 

Funds for the new Advisory Committee on Peace are being received from member 
churches, individual donors, and foundations. These will go into a sepa 
rate budget which is already credited with an anonymous gift of $150,000. 
The new committee will absorb the present Advisory Committee on Vietnam. 

It will recommend overall policy and strategy to the General Board, and will 
propose emergency actions to it in accordance with National Council policy. 


Dr. Bilheimer, since 1963 senior minister of Central Presbyterian Church, — 
Rochester, N.Y., is a former Associate General Secretary of the World 

Council of Churches. He played an important part in arranging the Second 
and Third Assemblies of the WCC at Evanston in 1954 and New Delhi in 1961, 
He is a graduate of Yale University and Yale Divinity School. EPS, Geneva. 
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GRASSROOTS ECUMENISM PROGRAMME 
LAUNCHED IN USA 


(New York) ~- A programme and publishing venture of "Grassroots Ecumenism” 
designed to assist Roman Catholics, Protestants, and Jews to engage in 
ecumenical dialogue and projects was launched at a news conference held 
simultaneously here and in Kansas City, Mo., by two Roman Catholic lay 
groups. 


The project was primarily designed to help the average Catholic parishioner 
interpret the Second Vatican Council's 1964 Decree on Ecumenism in terms of 
joint meetings and programmes with the church or synagogue down the street. 


Co-sponsors of the $30,000-plus programme are the National Council of 
Catholic Men and the National Council of Catholic Women. 


They are cooperating with the National Council of Churches and the American 
Jewish Committee in the neighbour-to-neighbour effort. 


The programme covers everything from how to hold a church open house to 
ecumenical etiquette. 


It outlines in one booklet on Blueprints for Action, how to hold inter- 
religious conferences so t..at the nation's religious faiths may join in 
the march along the "torturous road shead toward the goal of equal opportu- 
nity for all" or enlist in the war on poverty. EPS, Genevae 


APPEL URGES LUTHERANS TO SEE 
WORK IN ECUMENICAL CONTEXT 


(Oxford) - Efforts of the world Lutheran church family to solve its present- 
day problems must always be carried on in the context of the "ecumenical 
dialogue", the gencral secretary of the Lutheran World Federation declared 
here. 


Extending a greeting to the annual enlarged meeting of the LWF Commission on 
World Mission, Dr. André Appel of Geneva also stressed that Lutherans bear 
a responsibility to witness in a world that has become largely secularised. 


The problems which beset mankind today, he said, affect all people, regard- 

less of their religious faith or confession. He stressed the importance of 
discussion and action across church lines, not least with Roman Catholicism 

as new opportunities arise. 


The Commission on World Mission stated that it was interested in a proposal 
being canvassed in some ecumenical quartezs to set up a Christian Medical 
Commission to "further the study and implementation" of the Church's healing 
ministry. 

The Commission saw the proposed body as one that would "advise the churches, 
Missions and ecumenical agencies on the development of such structures for 
Christian medical institutions as will promote the effective expression of 
the healing ministry". 

The LWF unit voted "to exhort the churches to study carefully the entire 
subject of the healing ministry" and to help them hold regional conferences 
and consultations for this purpose. EPS, Geneva. . 
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NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION 
TO HAVE NEW NAME 


(London) - Britain's National Sunday School Union has decided to change its 
name and henceforward is to be known as the National Council of Christian 
Education. 


In an editorial commenting on the change, Teaching Christianity says: "More 
than 90 per cent of parents in this country wish their children to receive 
religious instruction in day school, while the numbers of children attending 
church instruction on Sundays (and we all know how much parents have to do 
with thet) are going down by thounsands every year. We who read this paper 
believe this is lamentable and wrong. 


/ 


"The best teachers have always knowthat the Sunday session must link up 

with life in the rest of the week or be largely wasted. Such a link between 
the Sunday lesson and daily life as the boys and girls know it was far from 
obvious. Sunday school was an oasis instead of an irrigation plant. 


"Tt is this link between religion and life which Christian Education stands 
for. True education is training for living. 


"N , it is not for nothing that the NSSU goes on into a changed and changing 
world with the same basic message but with a new name." EPS, Geneva. 


"COUNCIL OF METHODIST CENTRAL 
CONFERENCES OF EUROPE" FORMED 


_ (Goteborg) - A "Council of Methodist Central Conferences of Burope" has 
just been set up in Goteborg, where the "Arbeitsgemeinschaft" of European 
Central Conferences of the Methodist Church has been meeting with Bishop 
Odd Hagen of Stockholm as chairman. 


The deliberations focused on the organisational changes within world 
Methodism and their possible consequences in Burope. A theological com- 
mission was appointed to examine the question of "Methodism's understanding 
of itself in Europe". Its tasks will include studies on baptism, the 
meaning of membership in a Free Church, and the training of preachers. 

. EPS, Geneva. 


SCHARF TO VISIT USA 


(Berlin) - Bishop Kurt Scharf, who was recently inducted Bishop of the 
Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg in succession to Bishop Otto 
Dibelius (see EPS No. 12), is to visit the USA in May in response to an . 
invitation from the American Lutherans and from the United Church of Christ. 


Bishop Scharf will be in the USA for three weeks and will visit Houston, 
St. Louis, Chicago, Minneapolis, Buck Hill Falls, New York, and Washington, 
EPS, Genevas 
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FRENCH CHRISTIANS APPEAL TO 
PRESIDENT OF THE USA 


(Paris) - "Témoignage chrétien", a Roman Catholic movement, and the 
Protestant "Christianisme social" are jointly appealing to Christians in 
France to send a letter to the President of the USA, urging him to make 
peace in Victnan. They think that this ecumenical gesture will be a 
significant expression of Christian unity. 


Hach letter says: "Painfully disturbed by the prolongation of the war in 
Vietnam, and as a Christian I refer to the Encyclical Pacem in terris, 

to Pope Paul VI's address to the members of the United Nations Assembly 
"Never again war', and to the appeal of the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva in February 1966, especially to its statement on Vietnam urging 
'that another cease-fire be mutually and promptly agreed upon of sufficient 
duration to serve as a cooling off period and as an opportunity for testing 
possibilities of negotiation'., 


"I respectfully address my request to you, Mr. President, as a Christian, 
begging you to do everything in your power to promote a return to peace +e." 
EPS, Genevae 


LWF SETS UP COMMITTEE ON 
MISSION IN WEST AFRICA 


(Oxford) - At its annual conference the Commission for World Mission of 
the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) agreed to set up a permanent committee 
on questions of Christian Mission in West Africa. 


The Commission received the report of a consultation on Evangelism in West 
Africa, under the chairmanship of Bishop Heinrich Meyer of Lubeck, which 

recommended that fresh mission work should be started,normally in coopera- 
tion with African churches, in areas of West Africa which have not yet been 


reached by the Gospel. In areas where there has so far been little 
evangelism, the Lutheran churches and missionary societies are to be en- 
couraged to cooperate with other denominations. In this cooperation they 


should not deny their Lutheran independence, nov should they lay it down as 
a lawe \ 


The report also urges the churches and missionary societies not to be merely 
critical of "the sects and separatist churches, but to seek contact with 
them". EPS, Genevase 


MEMORIAL SERVICE IN TOKYO 
FOR EMIL BRUNNER 


(Tokyo) - A special service was held at the International Christian 
University of Tokyo in memory of Professor Emil Brunner, the eminent 
professor of theology. Professor Brunner taught theology at Tokyo 
University from 1954 to 1955. EPS, Geneva. 
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CORRECTION, Dr. Gunter Graf, of the Episcopal Press Office in Munster, 
has written to correct a report headed "Bishop clamps down; people protest", 
which appeared in EPS No. 1l. Dr. Graf writes: "There is no truth in the 
statement that the Bishop of Munster, Dr. Joseph Hoffner, suppressed an 
experimental service of worship and would not allow it to be discussed 
afterwards. This service was suspended by the five priests who had 
undertaken to organise it because two of them, who did not come from the 
see of Munster, were recalled by their bishop at the end of 1966 for 
reasons which had hardly nothing to do with the organising of that service. 
It is quite untrue that the bishop caused a statement to be read aloud in 

a church forbidding the service. The truth is that both the bishop and 
his vicar-general supported a continuation of the service both in writing 
and orally, although some of the people who attended the service had sent 
them complaints about the liturgical form and about some sermons. On 
Haster Monday a frank conversation took place between the Bishop of Munster 
and a delegation of laymen concerning the service which considerably clari- 
fied the situation. The service is being continued." EPS, Geneva. 
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special report 


PSYCHIATRIC CONFERENCE AT’ BOSSEY 
SEEN AS HOPEFUL BEGINNING 


(Geneva) - The World Health Organization would like to enter into conver- 
sations with the World Council of Churches conserning the possibility of an 
"integrated health service" in the.developing countries, Dre Maria Pfister, 
Switzerland, told a conference for psyohiatrists and theologians organised 
by the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey recently. Dr. Pfister, who rep- 
resented the WHO, proposed that conversations should be held between the two 
organizations on the possibility of developing psychiatric services in 
developing countries. 


She said that the WHO is particularly concerned about promoting medical 
services for persons suffering from mental illness in the developing 
countries. She thought, however, that the training of indigenous psychi- 
atric staff might not be sufficient. It was equally important to overcome 
the attitude of aversion to mental patients which, she said, was still 
frequently found even among some medical staff; such mental patients are 
usually cast out of society, abandoned by the doctor, and left to languish 
aways 


In Dr. Pfister's view, the cooperation of the churches and missions in the 
work of the World Health Organization for sufferers from mental ill-health 
is desirable also in other forms. She suggested that it would be useful 

if the national Christian councils and church councils in the developing 
countries were to participate in "community psychiatry" - namely, in the 
prevention of disease and in help to psychiatric patients. For instance, 
said Dr. Pfister, the Christian councils could fulfil a "great task" if they 
helped these patients to become reintegrated into normal life after leaving 
a mental hospital. 


Another speaker at the Bossey Conference, Professor G..Bally, a psychiatrist 
from Zurich, stressed the fact that industrial society presents special 
difficulties for the reintegration of mental patients. In former times the 
mental patient had always been able to resume his "social place! in the tribe 
or extended family. Today, when the small family of modern industrial 
society is directed entirely towards "achievement", a person who has been in 
a mental hospital often finds no understanding or sympathy, and is regarded 
as inferior. One of the most urgent tasks for doctors and psychiatrists, , 
therefore, is to find new openings for people discharged from mental hospi- 
tals. Here the Church undoubtedly also has a great therapeutic task to 
fulfil. 


The Conference at Bossey was from April 11-16, and was attended by 50 psy- 
chiatrists, psychologists, sociologists, theologians and pastorse The 
general theme of the consultation was "The Communal Nature of Mental Illness 
and Health", Experts in socio-pathology reported on their research work 
and menbers of therapeutic teams described their experiences. Discussion 
then followed on the criteria for discerning illness and health both of 
society and within society, the meaning of illness and healing, and the 

role of the Church in the therapeutic process. 


/ 
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In his closing address Dr. G. C. Anderson, a pastor from New York, and 
honorary president of the Academy of Religion and Mental Health, described 
the Consultation as a hopeful beginning which could be regarded as a mile- 
stone in the history of the relation between religion and health. 


The fact that the World Council realised the overwhelming nature of the task 
which confronted them in this field was an encouragement, he said, to all 
who had been tackling it for many years. One of the first tasks, said 

Dr. Anderson, was to consider the theological basis for practical work, 

to continue the study on the relation between society and the individual, 
and to draw in non-Christian experts to cooperate in these studies. He 
hoped that the WCC would promote this work, mainly in small study groups. 

EPS, Geneva. 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 

1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 33 34 00 

CABLES “OIKOUMENE”’” 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U. S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


_ TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


Published weekly 


No. 14/33rd Year 5th May, 1966 


Contents 
Orthodox, Catholic Patriarchs visited by Anglican primate . 2 
All missions projects to be’ ecumenical, says Douglass ... 2 
Seray in LommMaA selon Treport:.on birth-control seen «) 4 » Behe) ene 
peppory. Council decrees, Pope tells Curia ol. i.) lene on 8 Rueo 
Christian, Communist "dialogue". expanding . « « »« « » «+ « 4 


' British Council of Churches welcomes Prime Minister's 
Serene TIUT OT: MHOCEHLAN Siiae eit te fel nie a Mp bee of Meineke 8 vee 


Anglican bishop expelled by Zanzibar régime ... +. eee. 


4) Israeli author says Pius XII rescued 700,000 Jews -. « «. « e« 


4 
4 
2 
eter ieee kT aie § OT) Cee Oe Ste ar eee Wit Wasi etal ie ti geese Neuer 
Bepimoderating anti-dhuroahi etand ined we. le wi ebe Melle Gove 6 
Been TO1NS “Coal miners It DEO vee Ls 6 te: eet wre ee eb gas ee 
(ners bans s* Jews: join in television "spots ic, eeb aa) el elia ed 


Orthodox Church of Serbia welcomes the Archbishop of 
4 eR IE OS DUET a bik'e lc’ es Ce ye:tpimeh’ a *itet Pains 4 Sera TAIAION, Cae cube 


e 
Rockefeller urges "theology in action" to end prejudice .. 8 
New unity move, in .Brd tad nis og atest or 5a) eh eharcelate rae) fe eae OB 

8 


Tewari, Sersss <1 ULlClay pix wel ele Ne he eet oF eluibtas. ie 4 oe) 
Cameroun Evangelicals stress continued need for 
missionaries e * . . . . . . e . . . . . . . . e . . s . . 9 
New associate general secretary for National Council of 
churches . . ° ° ° ° e . e . ° e « . . ° ° . . . . e e . e 


British Baptists nominate Ernest Payne's successor .. Spetvane4 


The independence of the Orthodox Church of France and 
Western Hurope . « ° ° ° . ° Ld ry . » . . . e a . . i ° * 10 


In Brief * . . * . . . ° ° . e * ° . e . ¢ . ° ° . . . . »lO-11 


= 
254 


° 
i 
x 


‘ 


World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 


Publi ices : World Council of Churches - 
Published weekly under auspices : Wor World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


‘omen’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - 


he aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
lovements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


No. 14 - 5th May, 1966 2 


ORTHODOX, CATHOLIC PATRIARCHS 
VISITED BY ANGLICAN PRIMATE 


(Jerusalem, Jordan) - Hope for successful efforts towards Christian unity 
were voiced by Dr. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, when he visited 
Roman Catholic and Armenian Orthodox Patriarchs in Jerusalen. 


The Anglican Primate was in the Holy Land to preside over meetings of the 
Lambeth Consultative Body convened in Jerusalem. On Thursday Dr. Ramsey 
had lunch with the Greek Orthodox Patriarch Benedictos at his house on the 
Mount of Olives. 


Replying to an address of welcome, the Archbishop referred to the recently 
established commission on Anglican-Orthodox relations, which is expected to 
meet later this year. He hoped that plans from this meeting would go for- 
ward, and that the commission would help resolve differences between the two 
churches and help pave the way towards eventual unity. 


Dr. Ramsey exchanged gifts during his calls upon Latin Rite Patriarch Alberto 
Gori and Armenian Patriarch Derderian. Previously he had preached on the 
unity theme in St. George's Anglican Cathedral to a congregation of Arabs 

and Europeans. 


Alluding to  the:fact that many of the approximately 4,000 Arab Anglicans in 
Jordan are refugees. from the old British mandate of Palestine that is now 
Israel, the Primate said "helping refugees is a true part of Christian unity 
because it is binding up human lives". EPS, Geneva 


ALL MISSIONS PROJECTS 
TO BE ECUMENICAL, SAYS DOUGLASS 


(Berkeley, Calif.) + The head of thé United Church of Christ home missions 
agency, long an advocate of an interdenominational approach to mission tasks, 
pledged here that his pose would undertake no new projects on a unilateral 
basis. 


"We declare that from this time on we will undertake no new projects without 
extensively exploring the possibility of conducting them jointly with one or 
more of our sister communions", said Dr. Truman.B. Douglass, executive vice- 
president of the United Church of Christ Board for Homeland Ministries. he 
think we may come to the position we adopted in the matter of integration - 
that we will no longer subsidize sectarianism any more than we will subsi- 
dize segregation." 


One of the reasons for such a proposal, the churchman said, was the need for 
"superlatively equipped" staff persons to guide the church through this revo- 
lutionary e°. °*He called for persons who "must be masters of some relevant 
discipline, trained in the skills of dialogue with other disciplines and 
capable of, theological reflection upon the event and movements in which they’ 
are engagedes. 


"We see no likelihood that any denomination can by itself provide for its 
personnel needs on this level of quality. We propose to our sister denomi- 
nations that together we begin to develop an interdenominational collegium 
whose members can be corporately. deployed to places of maximun need and 
opportunity." EPS, Geneva 
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DELAY IN COMMISSION REPORT 
ON BIRTH CONTROL SEEN 


(Rome) ~ Pope Paul VI's commission on birth control announced it was im- 
possible to set a definite date when it would be able to issue a definitive 
report on which the pontiff could act, 


The Pope reportedly had asked for firm recommendations by June 24. The 
commission is.made up of 16 bishops, assisted by a large group of doctors, 
social scientists, psychologists, and theologians. 


However, a statement issued by Father Henri de Riedmatten, the Swiss Dominican 
who is serving as commission secretary, said that "to fix today a certain date 
for the completion of its work and for whatever pronouncement the supreme 
authority may decide to make" was-:not possible. 


At the same time, he said, the commission "well knows with what anxiety and | 
hopes" its results were being awaited. 


According to some Vatican sources, the commission's final report may not be 
available until the end of the year. EPS, Geneva 


; 


SUPPORT COUNCIL DECREES, 
POPE TELLS CURIA 


(Vatican City) - Pope Paul urged prelates of the Roman Curia - the Catholic 
Church's central administration - to give unreserved support to the decrees 
and pronouncements of the Second Vatican Council. 


He told the prelates, the most powerful in the church, that "whatever our 
opinions of the various doctrines of the Council before their c onclusions 
were promulgated, today our adhesion must be solid - without reserve. 

We must be ready, rather, to give our approval in thought, actions, and. 
conduct," 


The occasion of the Pope!s exhortation was a Mass celebrated in the Basilica 
of §t. John Lateran by Benedetto Aloisi Cardinal Masella, archpriest of 

the basilica, to mark the close of a Jubilee Year tridium in which all the 
clerics of the Curia participated. 


"The renovation under way", said the Pope, "is, in many respects, the 
truest reform, since it acts in the souls much more than in things. This 
was the reform hoped for and desired by our predecessor, John XXIII, who, 
through the Council, wanted a renewal, not of doctrine, but of souls and 
appealed to all the faithful to have a more convinced and factual adhesion 
to the truth .of the Gospel guarded by the ecclesiastical magisteriun." 


In urging his audience to put Vatican II decisions into effect, the Pope 
said they must be "examples to the Church". He said they should "carry 
out this humble and great act of internal revision in conformity with the 
mission which Divine Providence has assigned to you and the Holy Church." 
EB, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN, COMMUNIST "DIALOGUE" 
EXPANDING 


(London) ~ The field of dialogue and cooperation between Christians and 
Communists has widened during the past 12 months, with Roman Catholics 
taking most of the initiatives in Western Europe, according to a report 
presented to the British Council of Churches. 


The Rev. Paul Oestreicher, associate secretary of the Council's joint inter- 
national department, made the report following extensive travels recently in 
East Europe, including Russia and Hungary. 


"In the countries of Eastern Europe", he wrote, "radical Christians and 
radical Marxists (suspect on both sides by the formal establishment of secu- 
lar and ecclesiastical power) are beginning to discover large areas of 
common ground and concern, 


"Marxist theoretical journals - including the official World Marxist Review - 
have contained many articles re-examining the Christian Church and the Marx- 
ist attitude toward religion. These articles are frankly revisionist in 
that they no longer identify the Church ipso facto with the class enemy but 
recognize that it can be, and now often is, on the side of progress. 


"In Western Europe, especially in Italy and (clandestinely) in Spain, the 
dialogue has progressed even further and it is Roman Catholicism which is 
taking most of the initiatives. The 'Paulus-Gesellschaft!, a Catholic 
body of semi-nfficial standing in West Germany, is taking the lead intell- 
ectually in this field and has organized various important seminars in 
Austria," EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES f 
WELCOMES PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON RHODESIA 


(London) - The British Council of Churches welcomed a statement of Prime 
Minister Harold Wilson indicating that exploratory talks between Rhodesian 
and British officials were to be held to ascertain whether a basis for 
negotiations exists, 


There is new hope of preventing a conflict, the end of which could not be 
foreseen, The fundamental issue remains the very early achievement of an 
agreement which is just to all Rhodesians, the Council statement goes on to 
say, and which guarantees the advance of the African population to full 
political and social responsibility by rapid stages. 


The Council asks Christians in Britain to pray for a successful outcome of 
the conversations which are shortly to begin, and for those whose responsi- 
bility it will be to conduct them, EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN BISHOP EXPELLED 
BY ZANZIBAR REGIME 


(Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania) - Assistant Anglican Bishop Robert Neil Russell, of 
Zanzibar, arrived here from Zanzibar where, he said, authorities had given 
him 48 hours to leave the island, without any reason given. 


The bishop said he had had differences with Zanzibar officials over a new law 
governing marriages between Christians and Moslems and other matters. He 
said he had clashed with Zanzibar's Vice President Abeid Karume on the mixed 


marriage issue but was unsure that this was the reason for his expulsion. 
7 


Bishop Russell, 60, was born in London, and first went to Zanzibar in 1934. ; 
EPS, Geneva 
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ISRAELI AUTHOR SAYS PIUS XII 
RESCUED 700,000 JEWS 


(Jerusalem, Israel) - An Israeli author who was once a consul in Milan is 

publishing a new book in which he credits the late Pope Pius XII with having 

saved at least 700,000 Jews from death at the hands of the Nazis through 
quiet and unpublicized wartime efforts. 


Mr. Pinhas Lapide says Pope Pius spoke out six times in defence of the Jews 
in encyclicals, pastoral messages and radio appeals, and did all he could tn 
initiate rescue work secretly. He contends that any more outspoken pro- 
nouncements. by the Pope from 1939 through 1944 "would certainly have reduced 
the number of Jews he was able to save". 


Mr. Lapide, who is Canadian-born, claims that the Roman Catholic Church in 
Burope was instrumental in saving more than those saved by all other churches, 
religious institutions and rescue organizations combined. Taking Nazi- 
occupied Europe country by country, he traces the efforts of Catholics to 
save their Jewish countrymen, stressing that the Pope's efforts were depend- 
ent on the strength and heroism of his churchmen in each country. 


In the Netherlands, he recalls, Dutchmen wore yellow flowers to flout the 
Nazi order that Jews must wear yellow Stars of David, nation-wide strikes 
were staged to protest against the treatment of Jews, and the Church called 
for civil disobedience. More than 40,000 Jews were hidden in attics and 
cellars, But 25,000 were discovered and sent to camps - often with their 
protectors. : 


"The saddest and most thought-provoking conclusion", the author says, "is 
that while the Roman Catholic clergy of Holland protested more loudly, 
expressly and frequently against Jewish persecutions than the religious 
hierarchy of any other country, more Jews = some 110,000, or 79 per cent of 
all Dutch Jews - were deported from Holland into death camps, more than 
anywhere else in the West". EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL ALFRINK 
ON CELIBACY 


(Utrecht) - Cardinal Alfrink of Utrecht said last week on television that the 
laity are getting increasingly troubled over the number of priests applying 
to give up their ministry and get married. 


In Holland the situation was "very good compared with other countries". 
But last year over 30 Dutch priests - out of a total of 9,000 - gave up 
their priestly office. 


The Cardinal warned that the number of these resignations would get bigger 
in the future so long as priests have to "go on bearing their burden" — 
because the laity no l-nger see priestly celibacy meaningful. 


He outlined a solution with extreme caution. The ideal of priestly ne ltbaey 
would be more clear, he said, if candidates for the priesthood made a free 
personal acceptance of celibacy - not take it as something automatically | 
built into the priestly state. 

He was speaking on television at the end of a frank face-to-face programme 


in which the Dutch Catholic Broadcasting and Television Corporation inter- 
viewed a number of priests who have left the ministry. EPS, Geneva 
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SECT MODERATING 
ANTI-CHURCH STAND 


(Tokyo) - Sokagakkai, Japan's militant Buddhist sect, seems to be abandoning 
its anti-Christian character. 


Sokagakkai,or Value Creating Society, which now claims a membership of over 
five million households, has been considered as the main threat to Christi- 
anity in this country because it officially sponsored the elimination of all 
Christian influence from Japan. There are definite signs that it is now 
backing down, 


Sokagakkai!s power alarmed not only the Church, but the traditional religions 
as well. Its tremendous potential was shown last year in a fund-raising 
campaign which kept the whole nation in suspense. The campaign lasted only 
four days; from October 9-12. The ostensible purpose was the construction 
of a new Hall of Worship on the slopes of Mt. Fuji. About eight million 
people took part in the drive. The target was $14 million. The drive 
yielded about $100 million. 


Meanwhilé, opposition to Sokagakkti is also growing. The religions of 

Japan, including some Protestant groups, have recently formed a common front 
which claims seven million members and a parliamentary representation of 150. 
The Japanese Federation of Labour, a 1,800,000-member moderate labour group 
decided for its 1966 policy to combat Sokagakkai's political arm for its 
ambiguity and intclerance, The weight of this opposition is being paths 

and observers here speak about a certain loss of membership. 


What.has set the religious and political world of Japan abuzz is the state~ 
ment by Ikeda Daisaku, Sokagakkai's president, that his organization is 
willing to abandon "forceful conversions" and to enter into friendly 
relations with other religions. EPS, Geneva 


BISNOP JOINS COAL MINSRS 
IN PROTEST 


(Gelsenkirchen, Germany) - Bishop Franz Hengsbach of Essen joined coal 
miners in protesting against the closing of a coal mine here, 


The bishop claimed that the mine owners had not taken into account the ; 
human person, the worker. In closing the mine, he said, they were consider- 
ing only their profits. 


Many coal mines are being closed down because foreign coal and oil are 
cheaper and German coal production is becoming too costly. 


Bishop Hengsbach called for a new national and international policy on 
energy and power. He urged that coal miners be given sufficient time to 
prepare to change jobs; that mine owners, unions, and towns work together 
to make this change in jobs for miners easier. He said that man should 
be considered the purpose of the economy and not be permitted to be mani- 
pulated by the economy as though he were only a material thing, and hor 
technical change and social progress should work together. 

EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIANS, JEWS JOIN 
IN TELEVISION 'SPOTS! 


(St. Louis, Mo.) - Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish agencies in the 
St. Louis area have announced an extensive TV campaign which will attempt to 
reach area viewers who have little or no contact with church or synagogue. 


The campaign, a series of brief messages in the format of "spot" commercials, 


advertisements, will begin May 8 and continue for six weeks. The city's 
four channels will cooperate by broadcasting the "spots" several times each 
programme day. 


The spot announcements are produced by the United Presbyterian Church and 
are being distributed to ecumenical groups in major cities by the National 
Council of Churches. 


St. Louis is the only city where the three major faith groups are jointly 
Sponsoring the campaign - the Catholic Archdiocese of St. Louis, the Metro- 
politan Church Federation cf Greater St. Louis, and the St. Louis Rabbinical 
Association. 


The United Presbyterian-prepared announcements represent a unique approach © 
to religious programming. There are six basic messages in the series, with 
each message being in two versions - one 20 seconds in length and the other 
one minute, The best-known message reads: "Keep the rumour in circulation 
that God is still alive." 


The spokesman said the campaign is designed to reach people in the community 
"for whom God and faith are not living realities - who have slipped into a 
pattern of indifference and unconcern - and to raise the question in their 
mind whether their living should have reference to the idea that God exists, 
God cares, God lives". EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX CHURCH OF SERBIA 
WELCOMES THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTHRBURY 


(Belgrade) - Dr. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, has been visiting 
Belgrade at the invitation of Patriarch Germanos. The French daily Le 
Monde points out that this is the first time an Archbishop of Canterbury has 
ever visited the spiritual head of the Serbian Orthodox Church. Two: Ortho- 
dox Patriarchs have already visited Great Britain - Dimitri Je in 1917 and 
Gavrilo in 1945 (immediately after he was liberated from the concentration 
camp at Dachau by the allied armies). 


On Sunday, May 1, the Archbishop of Canterbury held a service in the chapel 
of the Patriarchate attended by Patriarch Germanos, by members of the Holy 
Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church, and by diplomatic representatives of 
Great Britain, the USA, Canada and several other countries. After the 
ceremony the Patriarch and the Archbishop, in the centra of an impressive 
procession of bishops and Orthodox priests, who were warmly greeted by a 


large crowd of people; made their way to the Cathedral, where the Patriarch 


welcomed his British guest in the name of the Orthodox Church and of the 
Serbian people, He recalled that, during the first world war, the Serbian 
refugees had "knocked at the door of your generous country which was opened 
wide to them in Christian love. On behalf of our fathers and brothers who 
suffered hunger then and you fed them, were thirsty and you gave them drink, 
were sick and you cared for them, I express to you the deep gratitude of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church." 


In reply the Archbishop of Canterbury said, "The movement for Christian unity 
fills us with joy; because when Christ sees his divided Church his suffering 
is great". EPS, Geneva 
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ROCKEFELLER URGES "THEOLOGY IN 
ACTION" TO END PREJUDICE / 


(Kiamesha Lake, N.Y.) - Governor Rockefeller called here for a greater 
exercise of "theology in action" toward achievement of equal opportunity 
for all in New York State. 


The governor delivered the keynote address at the opening session of a state- 
wide religious leadership conference on human rights sponsored by the State 
Commission for Human Rights in cooperation with the New York Board of Rabbis, 
the New York State Council of Churches, and the New York State Catholic 
Welfare Committee. 


"This collaboration", Governor Rockefeller noted, "is vital because laws 

and government programmes alone are not enough and the teaching of spiritual 
values alone is not enough to bring full realization of equal opportunity 
for all the people of this state or any other state", 


Noting the "ecumenical spirit" of the conference, the governor asserted that 
"the moral forces of the state's spiritual leaders and prominent laymen, 
combined with the activism of a concerned and responsive government, can 
fashion new breakthroughs in securing human rights for all". 


He asserted that when "we in government and you of the clergy along with 
labour, industry, business, and the professions can unite and coordinate 
our efforts in the human rights arena, we shall speed significantly the 
pace of progress for the attainment of our mutual goals". EPS, Geneva 


NEW UNITY MOVE 
IN BRITAIN 


(London) - The British Council of Churches voted overwhelmingly for closer 
links with the Roman Catholic Chrrch in England. 


More than 100 delegates decided at the council's spring meeting at Cheam, 
near London, to set up a joint working group to strengthen relations with the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy. It will be similar to that formed last year by 
the World Council of Churches to cooperate with the Vatican Secretariat for 

' Promoting Christian Unity. The Roman Catholic Church in Scotland and in 
Ireland hag not yet been brought into the project as they have separate 
hierarchies and have to be contacted separately, But this is expected to 

be done in due course. Conversations between the council and Roman Catho- 
lics have already been initiated in Seotland. EPS, Geneva 


VOCATION CRISIS 
IN URUGUAY 


(Montevideo) ~ The 1,600,000 people in the Montevideo archdiocese have 
answered the call for more priests by sending only three seminarians this 
year, said Archbishop Carlos Partelli, apostolic administrator of Montevideo, 
in a pastoral letter for World Vocations Day. 


He stressed the need to divide several parishes in the Uruguayan capital, 
pointing out that there are some parishes with more than 50,000 Demons 
More priests, he emphasized, are needed to create new parishes. 


Because of the vocation shortage, the Jesuits had to close their novitiate 
and now send novices to other countries, EPS, Geneva 
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CAMEROUN EVANGELICALS STRESS 
CONTINUED NEED FOR MISSIONARIES 


(Nkong~Samba, Cameroun) + The delegates to the General Synod of the Bvan~ 
gelical Church of Cameroun have sent a message to the Administrative Com- 
mittee of the Société des Missions Evangéliques de Paris and to the 
churches of France and Switzerland, concerning the assassination of the two 
Protestant missionaries, Liliane Markhoff and Roland Waldvogel at Banganté 
on August 21, 1965. (EPS No. 31, 1965) 


"We cannot forget this crime, which has covered us with confusion and shame 
both at home and abroad. Never a day passes without our having to bear 
the consequences of this painful event in the life of our church. “] 


"We firmly repeat that we condemn such acts, whoever may commit them and 
whoever the victims may be. The attitude of the whole population clearly 
shows that they agree with us. 


"We assure you that the presence of missionaries is still really desired 
within our church and among our people... We ask the churches of France and 
Switzerland not to withdraw their confidence." EPS, Geneva 


NEW ASSOCIATE GENERAL SECRETARY 
FOR NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(New York) ~ Dr- Burton W. Marvin ef Lawrence, Kansas, has been named 
associate general secretary for communication of the National Council of 
Churches (USA), it was announced last week by the Council's general secretary, 
Dr. ReH. Edwin Espy. His appointment becomes effective May 23. 


Dr. Marvin succeeds the Rev. Dr, Samuel D. Proctor, now special assistant 
to Director Sargent Shriver of the US Office of Hconomic Opportunity. 


As associate general secretary for communication, Dr. Marvin will assist and 
advise the general secretary and other National Council staff in "matters 
of public relations, representation and interpretation", He will assume 
leadership in formulating "common position statements for use in interpret- 
ing past or continuing activities of the council", Dr. Espy said. 

EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH BAPTISTS NOMINATE 

ERNEST PAYNE'S SUCCESSOR 

(London) - Joint-Principal David Russell of the Northern Baptist Theological 
College, Manchester, nominated to the annual assembly of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britai: and Ireland to succeed Dr. Ernest A, Payne as general 
secretary, according to a statement from Baptist Union headquarters here. 


His consent was secured and the nomination was approved by the council of 

the Baptist Union in a specially called meeting April 15 and by the annual 
assembly April 26. Dre Russell will take up his new duties by April 1967 
as the 16th general secretary of the Baptist Union. J 


David Syme Russell, 49 years of age, is a Scote He holds the degrees Mefe, 
BeD., and De Litt. from the University of Glasgow, and BeAe and BeLitte 
from Oxforde He studied at Baptist Theological College, Glasgow and 
Regent's Park, Oxford. 


He served pastorates in Berwick (Oxford) and Acton (London) before becoming 
principal of Rawdon Baptist Theological College in 1953. When Rawdon was 

united with Manchester College to form the new Northern College in 1964, he 
pevane. pote principal, “BPS; Genet. 
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THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH 
OF FRANCE AND. WESTERN EUROPE 


(Paris) - Mgr. Antoine, Exarch of the Patriarch of Moscow in Western Europe, 
has made a declaration concerning the Orthodox Church of France and Western 
Europe, which declared its independence at the end of December, 1965. 


"Independence", he said, "is a category which does not exist in Orthodox 
Canon Law. An Orthodox church can either be autonomous or autocephalous. 
A church is defined as autocephalous when it groups all the Orthodox 
Christians within a given area, and when it has attained ecclesial’ maturity 
and is recognised by the other churches. Autocephaly is granted by the 
mother church and must be accepted by the sister churches in order to come 
into force. 


"An Orthodox church can also be autonomous. It is always under the direct 
control of an autocephalous church, and it is the mother church which traces 
the limits and defines the forms of this autonomy... If a church acts unig 
laterally in declaring itself independent, it is deliberately accepting 
schism = temporary or permanent... In the irregular situation which has 
arisen we have to state, to our gréat regret, that it has become difficult 
for us to celebrate the Eucharist together in a regular and normal way - 
for the Eucharist is the Sacrament of complete unity, the plenitude of the 
One Church.” 


The Rev. Father Kniazeff, Dean of the St. Sergius Institute of Orthodox 
Theology in Paris, has replied to the statement as follows: 


"This affirmation of independence in the freedom and life of the church 
arises out of the special and unprecedented position in which this church 
has been placed owing to the suppression of its legal form of Exarchate, 
whereas this name is in accordance with its nature and composition as a 
local, multi-national church. } 


"The affirmation of independence is officially addressed to the ecumenical 
throne of Gonstantinople, so as to appeal through its mediation to the 
verdict of the Orthodox Church as a whole. Our church awaits with con- 
fidence this verdict which must take due account of the completely new 
problem of the Orthodox Diaspora in the world for nearly half a century. 
Before the church pronounces its verdict, therefore, the statement of a 
bishop can only have the weight of an individual opinion and as such is 
premature and without canonical significance. EPS, Geneva. 


IN BRIEF 


Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad and Ladoga, director of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs of the Moscow Patriarchate, is spending a few days in 
Jerusalem where he held a reception for the ecclesiastical authorities in 
the city, for the staff of the consulates, and, for delegates from the 
Ministry for Religious Affairs. The Metropolitan was accompanied by two 
dignitaries of the Russian Orthodox Church and by two professors of theology 
from Leningrad and Moscow. He spoke with the Israeli officials in Hebrew. 


* * * 


At a meeting in West Cameroun, presided over by Mgr. Jean 4oa, Archbishop of 
‘Yaoundé, the Roman Catholic’ Bishops of Cameroun condemned the system of the 
bride-price. Their aim was to carry out the decision of the Second Vatican 
Council affecting "the dignity of the human person, and condemning traffic 

in women and ail forms of discrimination", Since money has made its 
appearance in African life, the system of the bride-price has lost its vcelun- 


tary character symbolising a gift and has become a means of purchasing wives. . 


There are about 650,000 Roman Catholics in Cameroun. 


i 
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Evangelist Billy Graham begins in London on June 1 what he expects to be his 
biggest evangelistic campaign ever - the Billy Graham Greater London Crusade. 
The Baptist evangelist hopes that the crusade will reach more than a million 
inhabitants of the British Isles. Already more than 1,800 churches in 
England have offered key personnel to work with the crusade, and more than 
8,000 prayer groups are meeting each week. An estimated 120,000 persons 

are involved in the prayer groups as "prayer partners". 


* * ee any 


The Roman Catholic edition of the Old Testament in the Protestant-produced 
Revised Standard Version (RSV) of the Bible will be published in the USA and 
Canada on July 1, Thomas Nelson and Sons, publishers, have announced. The 
Roman Catholic adaptation of the New Testament (RSV) was published in the 
USA on July 15, 1965. With the release of the Old Testament, the complete 
Bible of the RSV will be available to Roman Catholics. 


* * * 


¥ 


Women were given the right to vote in the Anglican synod of the Diocese of 
New Westminster, meeting in Vancouver, despite warnings of some delegates 
that the move might allow them to take over the church in Canada. 


* * * 


More than a quarter of Britain's population attend church on most Sundays 
or at least once a month, according to a Gallup Poll survey. A further 42 
per cent go occasionally, at Christmas, Easter and major festivals, or for 
family occasions like weddings, christenings, and funerals. Less than a 
third never go to a place of worship at all. 


* * * 


Dr. E. G. Malherbe, the retiring principal and vice-chancellor of the 
University of Natal, has been unanimously elected president of the Institute 
of Race Relations for 1966. Dr. Malherbe will succeed the Most Rev. Denis 
E. Hurley, O.M., Archbishop of Durban. 


* * 1% 


Australia got its first "permanent" deacon when Roman Catholic Bishop 
Launcelot Goody of Bunbury administered the sacramental order to Michael 
Naisbitt in St. Patrick's Cathedral, Bunbury. In keeping with the pro- 
visions of the Vatican Council, Deacon Naisbitt will have a varied ministry 
which will include giving Holy Communion, baptising, preaching and conducting 
services where there is no priest. 


* * * 


Membership of the Baptist Church in Britain fell last year by 6,250 to 
295,000 and in the same period the number of children and young people 
attached to the church dropped by 4,026 to 255,000. 


* * RYDE 


At its recent meeting in Nairobi, the General Committee of the All Africa 
Church Conference elected its new chairman, Mr. Henry Makulu, to succeed 
Dr. D. M'Timkulu. Pastor Richard Andriamanjato was elected vice-president. 


* * * 


According to the Spanish Catholic daily Ya, a new Bill on Religious Liberty 
is at present being examined by the Spanish Ministry of Justice responsible 
for religious affairs. The paper states .that the new Bill contains more 
positive measures and will permit greater religious liberty than the former 
P -drafrt. The latter had been deferred by the government until the final 
arrangements could be inserted, based on the decision of the Second Vatican’ 
‘ Council, EPS, Geneva. 


Was 3 re ew SEs cr ais be Ree wane Na > exe gi teeter ae 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 

1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 33 34 00 

CABLES “OIKOUMENE” 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U.S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


Published Weekly 


No. 15/33rd Year 12th May, 1966 


Contents 


U.S. inter-church consultation approves basic union 

ISRO PL gical! seni i) ah eae adie Teka tie ow. eet ede éo hue ipa lee ocean 
India expels Michael Scott for role in Naga dispute ... . 
American churchmen defend WCC statement on Vietnam .« . « « e 
Five Bible societies issue joint Greek New Testament ». .. « 
Greek archdiocese in America reiterates Istanbul complaint . 
Russian delegation visits Mount Athos monastery « « « « « « 
Reformed Church ‘of France urges further unity studies ... 
New Swedish group aims at unity around the Pope ....e«.-. 
Danish pastor drops his controversial baptismal rule .... 
French Protestant delegation pays official visit to 

Pe Et Sei at) Ai dal ea A Ma Le) at oe sie a wiles Wiel GUST: ca Lote te 
Communist, Christian theologians hold dialogue in Germany . 
Popular ecumenical magazine launched in Great Britain ... 
German socialists welcome church expellee statement .. . .e 
Europeans hold conference on "Youth and the Bible". .... 
Forgiveness note sounded as Poles celebrate millenium ... 
Factory chaplain describes industry's mission to Church .. 
East German state officials visit Ecumenical Centre . . . e 
Karl Barth receives honours, tributes on 80th birthday .. . 
Youth to have special role at Church-Society Conference .. 11 
Urge Catholic-Protestant study of marriage, worship 

PROUMSWAY STS Ce ies we) a Ree SOR SOUR AROS COS a ORR Le 
In: Brief Geese tie tiie fF leakiiah Sole Ova Re dgre lee a Maan ead ek Whe) ER a tk arte ae Bat emt 


NWI & WN PO PO 


HH 
OOO00 MB ONNAD 


Published weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches + World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation + World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


Tl he aim of Ecumenical] Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
novements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


No, 15 - 12th May, 1966 2 


U.S. INTER-CHURCH CONSULTATION 
APPROVES BASIC UNION PRINCIPLES 


(Dallas, Texas ) ~ Official representatives of eight American Protestant 

churches with a combined membership of 24 million approved here a series 
of principles to form the basis on which they hope to achieve a compre- 

hensive church union. 


Favourable action was taken by the 72 representatives at the fifth annual 
meeting of the Consultation on Church Union without a dissenting voice, 
It was preceded, however, by a strong effort by some delegates to win a 
year's postponement for further discussion in the participating churches. 


Barlier, a document dealing with the functions of bishops was amended with 
a compromise wording after Methodists had objected to its failure to mention 
the bishops! role in pastoral appointments. 


The representatives also adopted a 3,000-word "open letter" explaining the 
need for a united church which they asked the eight denominations to send 
along to their members, The letter said that "Christians are called to 
respond obediently to new conditions God appears to be disclosing to.us-in. 
our time", 


The principles were contained in a preamble approved by the’ consultation 
which said’ the’ delegates’ had’ resolved “to attempt,’ under’ God, a more in- 
clusive expressibdn of the oneness of the Church of Christ than any of the 
participating churches can suppose itself alone to be". 


Participating in the consultation are the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Christian Churches, (Disciples of Christ), Evangelical United Brethren Church, 
Methodist Chyreh, Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (Southern), Episcopal Church, 
United Church of, Christ and United Presbyterian Church in the’ USA. 


None of the denohtinations has yet committed itself to union, which may 
require five to 15 years to consummate in its first stage, a federation. 
The participating churches’ were asked to’ study’ the’ documents and to make 
suggestions about them so a plan of union can be written. 


In addition to, the preamble, the delegates approved documents setting forth 
the principles of the proposed church's faith, worship, sacraments and 
ministry, 


A document'dealing with principles of church structure was only "received" 
by the consultation after committee members suggested it needed more work 
before it could be approved. : 


Officers of the consultation voiced satisfaction with the progress made here. 
But they agreed that there.is a big job ahead in.interpreting the newly 
adopted principles of church union.to their constituencies. EPS, Geneva. 


INDIA EXPELS MICHAEL SCOTT 
FOR ROLE IN NAGA DISPUTE 


(New Delhi) - The Rev. Michael Scott, who has been engaged in mediation 
activities for peace and reconciliation between the government of India and 
rebel leaders in Nagaland, has been expelled from this country. 


The government asked him to leave India immediately on the ground that he 
had been engaged in "prejudicial activities" among the Naga tribesmen, 
according to an announcement made in Parliament by Dinesh Singh, Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs. 


(more) 
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"In spite of our warnings and regrets expressed to him", Mr. Singh said, 
Mr. Scott "has continued to adopt a partisan attitude". The government 
also alleged that Mr. Scott had been in communication with foreign powers 
and the United Nations "in an attempt to internationalise the Naga issue". 


Mr. Scott has been a member for nearly two years of the peace mission - 
sponsored by the Baptist Church Council of Nagaland - that arranged a 
cease-fire between the rebels and the government forces. Since then he 
has been trying to bring about a settlement between the two parties. 


On the day his expulsion was announced, the other remaining member of the 
peace mission, Chief Minister B. P. Chaliha of Assam, told a state party 
meeting in Shillong that he was disassociating himself from the mission and 
asking its sponsors to dissolve it. EPS, Geneva. 


AMERICAN CHURCHMEN DEFEND 
WCC STATEMENT ON VIETNAM 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania) - The right of the churches to speak out on 
controversial political and social questions and recent statements of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches were both upheld here 

at the annual meeting of the U.S. Conference of the World Council. 


At specific issue was the WCC statement on Vietnam recommending 10 steps 

to bring about a cease-fire and the start of negotiations. This statement, 
defended by Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, Methodist Bishop James K. Mathews of 
Boston, and Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, president of the American Lutheran 
Church, was challenged by Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, editor of the evangelical 


fortnightly Christianity Today. 


While insisting that the corporate church has no business handing down pro- 
nouncements on controversial matters, he conceded that "emergency situations", 
such as the Nazi slaughter of the Jews, would permit the churches to act. 

Dr. Ralph Hyslop of Union Theological Seminary contended that the Nazi 
actions were made possible because the German churches did not speak out 
until it was too late. 


Dr. Schiotz, who is also president of the Lutheran World Federation, like- 
Wise defended the churches! right to make corporate statements, even on 
controversial issues. He noted that while "the primary method" should 
be the training of members, the churches also have the obligation to speak, 


"Piety and faith are not an authorisation for withdrawal from life", he 
said. "The Church must take the risk of sometimes being wrong or sometimes 
acting without a full consensus if the problems at hand are of such clear 
hature as to compel action." 


Dr. Nolde, director of the WCC Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, underscored that the World Council, by virtue of its diverse 
membership, democratic processes, evangelical conviction, and world-wide 
fellowship serves as a coordinating agency providing a Christian witness 
to the world, 

Referring to the Vietnam situation, he said that if a representative South 


Vietnamese government asked the United States to withdraw its forces, the 
American government would have no choice but to do so. EPS, Geneva. 
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FIVE BIBLE SOCIETIES ISSUE 
JOINT GREEK NEW TESTAMENT 


(London ) - Five of the world's leading Bible societies have jointly pre- 
pared and issued a new edition of the New Testament in the original Greek, 
it was announced at United Bible Societies' headquarters here. Sponsors. 
are the American, British, Dutch, Scottish, and Wurttemberg (Germany) Bible 
societies. ; . 


The new edition is the unique product of collaboration by an international, 
interdenominational team of scholars which has taken account of new know- 
ledge and modern scholarship to arrive at a highly accurate, balanced text, 


Meanwhile, new developments have taken place with respect to the most broadly 
sponsored current English editions of the Scriptures: 


1. Translation of the Old Testament and Apocrypha portions of the New 
English Bible - whose New Testament was published five years ago — has now 
been completed, and the Oxford and Cambridge University Presses have given 
1970 as the publication date for the full Bible. In the final stage of 
the project, Roman Catholic scholars will sit in with the widely represen- 
tative British inter-—church committee that is directing it. 


2. This month the Catholic edition of the U.S-sponsored Revised Standard 
Version makes its appearance. EPS, Geneva. 


GREEK ARCHDIOCESE IN AMERICA 
REITERATES ISTANBUL COMPLAINT 


(New York) ~ The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America has 
repudiated attempts by the Turkish government to justify the recent action 
of the Prefect of Istanbul forbidding Archbishop Iakovos to officiate at a 
religious service while in that country. 


It reiterated the Archbishop's earlier statement made on his return to 
Aermica, that the prefect had informed him by telephone "in unequivocal 
terms, that (he) could not perform any religious service since he was not 
a Turkish citizen". The incident occurred in February. 


The Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs was reported to have told the press 
that the prefect had only "reminded" Archbishop Iakovos -that there was a 
law or regulation that did not permit foreign clergymen to perform any 
religious ceremony in that country. 


"There is no law in Turkey prohibiting the performance of religious services 
by foreign clergymen", the archdiocese release said, "except a local regu- 
lation in the District of Istanbul referring to clergymen of Greek nation- 
ality". 


The National Council of Churches expressed a "deep sense of shock" over the 
incident, which it called "a pageina lengthy narrative cf harrassment and 
oppression that grows daily more disquieting". EPS, Geneva. 
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RUSSIAN DELEGATION VISITS 
MOUNT ATHOS MONASTERY 


(Athens) ~ Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad, heading an eight-man delegation 
from the Russian Orthodox Church, visited the Russian monastery of St. 
Panteleimon at Mount Athos. 


The head of the Moscow Patriarchate's foreign affairs division told newsmen 
that the visit was part of a pilgrimage that had begun in Jerusalem. How-— 
ever, some observers said his call was involved with the proposed. assign- 
ment of Russian monks to the monastery. 


Mount Athos! monastic community is under the jurisdiction of Orthodox 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, and it is understood that the Patriarch 
is willing to have the Russian Church send monks to the monastery. 


Greek authorities have authorised the coming of five monks from the USSR, 
according to Agence France Presse, which said that Metropolitan Nikodim had 
expressed only "partial satisfaction" with this authorisation since he had 
hoped to be able to send 18. 


During his stay here, Metropolitan Nikodim was received in audience by 
Princess Irene of Greece. He also conferred with several theological pro- 
fessors and a few Greek Orthodox prelates on such topics as the ecumenical 
movement and closer cooperation among Orthodox churches. EPS, Geneva. 


REFORMED CHURCH OF FRANCE 
URGES FURTHER UNITY STUDIES 


(Clermont-Ferrand, France) ~ Continuation of French Protestant unity studies 
with the hope that they may eventually point toward a united churoh was urged 
by the Reformed Church of France at its national synod meeting heres 


Hope was expressed also for further efforts toward unity with the Protestant 
churches of other French-speaking countries. 


Delegates voted to give a permanent character to the position of secretary 


for relations with the Roman Catholic Church, which the Rev. Hébert Roux 


of Paris has been occupying on a temporary assignment. 


In this permanent post, Pastor Roux, who ettended the first two sessions of 
Vatican Council II as a delegate observer of the World Reformed. Alliance, is 
to act on behalf of the Protestant Federation of France. 


In another action, the synod asked the federation to develop, "as soon as 
possible", an organizational structure "suitable to manifest the common 
responsibility of the churches of the Reformation". 


By a vote of 64 to 3, the delegates decided that the new common version of 
the Lord's Prayer, on which Catholics, Protestants, and Orthodox have agreed - 
originally for use only in ecumenical meetings - should be introduced into 
the liturgies of the French Reformed Church for a three-year trial period. 


The synod also voted to ask its regional synods to take up at their coming 
autumn meetings the question of "the responsibilities of Christian oLtieans, 
of a nation engaged in the creation of a nuclear striking force". 

EPS, Genevae 
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NEW SWEDISH GROUP AIMS 
AT UNITY AROUND POPE 


(Stockholm) - Led by a small group of high-church Lutheran clergymen, a new 
Alliance for Christian Unity has been formed in Sweden to work for a com-— 
prehensive church union centering in the Pope. 


Its programme for this country would include disestablishment of the national 
- Lutheran Church, and organizers of the alliance hope to gain support from 
among Sweden's pine churches, although their initial non-Lutheran adherents 
have been mostly Roman Catholics. 


Key figures among the founders of the league are Chaplain Lennart Lundstrom 
of the Cathedral of Strangnas and the Rev. Hans Cavallin of the Diocese of 
Vasteras. 


"The way from disunity to unity", says Pastor . Cavallin, "goes through 
penitence. The Roman Church must give vificial rehabilitation to Luther 

and the Reformers, and the Protestant churches must confess their schism with 
Rome as a sin. 


"The bishops of the national Lutheran Church ought to express official regret 
_ for the coercion policy of former times and their gratitude for the criticism 
of the free churches with respect to the secularisation of the Church and its 
lax discipline." EPS, Geneva. 


DANISH PASTOR DROPS HIS 
CONTROVERSIAL BAPTISMAL RULE 


(Copenhagen) - A Danish pastor has decided to give up his controversial 
self-made regulation denying. baptism to infants whose parents would not 
agree to attend church once a month until their child was confirmed. 


Pastor Ludvig Husum's statement that he would drop this private requirement 
because it was contrary to existing Danish Lutheran church law was read to 
his Sebber congregation in Vesthimmerland by his ecclesiastical superior, 
Bishop Christian Baun of Viborg. 


The statement also noted, however, that authorities of the church have ex-— 
pressed agreement with the basic concern that lay behind his rule which 
aroused lively public comment after it was introduced last autumn. (See 
-EPS No. 8), EPS, Geneva. 


FRENCH PROTESTANT DELEGATION 
PAYS OFFICIAL VISIT TO RUMANIA 


(Bucharest) ~ A delegation of French Protestants has arrived in Rumania for 
a week's visit at the invitation of the Orthodox Patriarch and the Reformed 
Church of this country» 


Composing the delegation are the Rev. Charles Westphal, president of the 
French Protestant Federation, the Rev. Pierre Bourguet, president of the 
Reformed Church of France, Professor Mare Lods, dean of the Protestant 
Theological Faculty of Paris, and the Rev. Jacques Marchand, an executive 
committe e’member of the World Reformed Alliance. EPS, Geneva. 
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COMMUNIST, CHRISTIAN THEOLOGIANS 
HOLD DIALOGUE IN GERMANY 


(Herrenchiemsee, Bavaria)/~ "Without us Communists, I fear that your mar- 
vellous Christian love would still remain ineffective, and without you 
Christians our struggle would be in danger of limiting itself to a narrow 
horizon unlighted by a single star", a French Communist leader declared at 
an encounter with Christians here. 


"After 1,500 years of temporal denomination, Christianity hes not succeeded", 
Professor Roger Garaudy, director of the Marxist Research Centre in Paris, 
told nearly 400 participants brought together by the Paulus-Gesellschaft 
(st, Paul's Association). "Varxism is a flaming-up of hope and anger." 


The meeting was one of a series started last year in which the Paulus-— 
Gesellshaft, a Roman Catholic organization, is seeking to confront Christian 
theology with mcdern knowledge. Participants included leading Marxists 
from eastern and western Europe, together with scholars in theology and 
other disciplines. 


Professor Garaudy said man will solve the problem of being both human and 
humane when the Marxists are better Marxists and the Christians better 
Christians. He stressed that in Marx's theory of the estrangement of man, 
he had recognised the fact that man is cut off from his natural creative 
tendency. 


The French scholar was one of two Communists that contradicted Dr. Helmut 
Thielicke, professor of systematic theology at the University of Hamburg, 
who in a paper on "Christian and Marxist Anthropology" accused, Marxism of 
regarding man merely as a collection of capacities with social functions. 


Professor Gulian of Bucharest, Rumania, was the other antagonist of 
Professor Thielicke's position, arguing that only in a distorted mass- 
Marxism is human nature limited to what is purely economic and social. 


Dr. Erich Keller, founder and executive chairman of the association, opened 
the four-day conference with a keynote address in which he asked whether a 
new principle of humanity - recognised by both Christians end Marxists - 
could be the first step in bridging the gap between them. EPS, Geneva. 


POPULAR ECUMENICAL MAGAZINE 
LAUNCHED IN GREAT BRITAIN 


(London) - A major new ecumenical project has been launched in Britain in 
the form of a mass-circulation monthly journal which has been endorsed by 
leaders of the Anglican, Roman Catholic, and free churches. It is called 
Sunday, although its issues are planned to come out on Fridays. 


Edited by an Anglican with a Roman Catholic and a Protestant as associate 
editors, the magazine is aimed at a family readership with a circulation 

of 500,000 as its goal. Principal article in its first number, dated May 1, 
was on Pope Paul VI, 


On the occasion of its launching, the publication received a telegram from 
the Pope welcoming it as an "earnest initiative in favour of Christian unity 
and brotherhood" and invoking "choicest divine graces and favours" upon its 
publisher, editors, staff and readers". ° EPS, Geneva. 
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GERMAN SOCIALISTS WELCOME 
CHURCH EXPELLEE STATEMENT 


(Bonn) - West Germany's Social Democratic Party (SPD) has issued a statement 
here welcoming the recent pronouncement of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD) on the situation of the expellees from the eastern territories and the 
question of the German-Polish border. 


In their statement, the party's Bundestag members said they found in -.the EKD 
document two praiseworthy intentions: to promote fellowship between the 
native-born population of Germany and its expellee immigrants,’ and to con- 
tribute to the reconciliation of the German and Polish peoples. 


They called the church memorandum "an important contribution to the dis- 
cussion" and pointed out - as the EKD has done - that a clear distinction 
must be drawn "between the advice and help of a church and the practical 
decisions which must be taken by a politician who has been democratically 
elected and bears the responsibility". 


Special appreciation was expressed for "the effort made by the EKD statement 
to arouse the sympathy of the German people for the fcelings and concerns of 
the Polish people". 


The SPD leaders commented: "We realise that the, German point of view differs 
greatly from the Polish one, and that it cannot be the task of a German 
political party to adopt the Polish cause nor the Polish interpretation of 
history. 


"But we maintain our old opinion that if a nation is prepared to understand 
the feclings, concerns and fears of its neighbours, that is not a sign of 
weakness but a sign of political sense and inner freedom. It is this 
freedom that must primarily mark out relation to othcr peoples which have 
suffered at the hands of a German régime - as the Polish people have." 


Attention was also drawn by the SPD lawmakers to the fact that "no German 
politician can now win through negotiation the war that Hitler started and 
in which Germany was totally defeated". 


Pointing out that "enforced territorial changes have always embittered the 
relations betwoen nations, aroused nationalistic feelings, and prevented 
the establishment of durable peace", they said they did not want to support 
any misguided development of this kind. 


They therefore advocated "an agreement with the Polish people that seeks an 
honest settlement of interests based on justice, for the permanent good of 
both peoples. Because we respect the Polish people's concern for a healthy 
state, we expect them to understand our own concern for the division’ of 
Germany and our desire for peaceful reunion", the party leaders said. 

fo EPS, Geneva. 


_ BUROPEANS HOLD CONFERENCE 
ON "YOUTH AND THE BIBLE" 


(Berlin) - Youth leaders and pastors from both eastern and western Europe 
participated in a conference here whose purpose was to lay the groundwork 
for a report on "Youth and the Bible" at the World Council of Churches! 
Fourth Assembly at Uppsala, Sweden, in 1968, 


Organized by the German Protestant youth organization known as the 

Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Evangelischen Jugend Deutschlands, the conference 
had as its theme, "Old Words, New Decisions - the Bible and Young Christians". 
Its participants came from Hungary, the USSR, Austria, Switzerland, England, — 
Sweden, Belgium, and both parts of Germany. EPS, Geneva. 
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FORGIVENESS NOTE SOUNDED 
AS POLES CELEBRATE MILLENIUM 


(Warsaw) - Poland's Roman Catholics at the beginning of May celebrated the 
1,000th anniversary of the country's Christian history with mass demon- 
strations of lay piety, elaborate ceremony, a note of forgiveness toward 
their German neighbours, and only a slight let-up. of church-state tensions. 


The major observance at Czestochowa, centered around the world-famous nation-= 
al shrine of the Black Madonna, closed with the theme of Christ's words, 
"A new commandment I give you: that you love one another". 


Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, who led the festivities not only as Primate of 
Polish Roman Catholicism but also as the legate of Pope Paul VI - prevented 
from being present ~ told 200,000 assembled pilgrims that "Poles have often 
known how to forgive their enemies" and "if we will not forgive, we are not 
Christianse. 


“In the whole world", he said, "there is nothing so precious as love for 
one's enemy. This is the greatest form of heroism that can exist", Then 
the multitude repeated, quictly, earnestly: "We forgive". 


The pilgrimage to the Jasna Gora monastery, where the venerated Madonna is 
enshrined, highlighted the three-day millenium celebration. During the 
ceremonies, an empty throne beside the altar reminded the people of the 
refusal of the Polish government .to permit the Pope and’ invited Roman 
Catholic leaders of other countries to attend the event. 


As part of the Czestochowa observance, the Cardinal and other Polish Catholic 
bishops carried and escorted the historic painting of the Virgin in a solemn 
procession around the ramparts of the monastery. The day of ceremonies also 
included’ an act of reconsecration of the Polish nation to the Virgin. 


During the festivities, there was a lull in the verbal clashes that have 
marked relations between the Roman Catholic Church and the Polish government 
in recent months. 


td * * 


Poland's other churches, through their Ecumenical Council, plan to mark the 
1,000th anniversary with special services on June 12, The chief of these 
services is to be held in Warsaw's Holy Trinity Lutheran church. 


(The office of the American evangelist Billy Graham in Atlanta, Georgia, 

announced that he would go to Poland in late September "at the invitation of 

that nation's Protestant churches, to help them celebrate" the millenium. 

It said the invitation was issued by the Baptists of Poland, but endorsed 

by the Lutherans, Methodists, Reformed, and the United Evangelical Church. )- 
EPS, Genevas 


FACTORY CHAPLAIN DESCRIBES 
INDUSTRY'S MISSION TO CHURCH 


(Paris) ~ Thirty British representatives were among participants ata. 
seminar here on "The Church in Industry", organised by the Popular Evangelical 
Mission of France. 


One of the participating industrial chaplains from the United Kingdom, the 
-Rev. Cameron Wallace of the Church of Scotland, told the group that "the 
mission is not in one direction only. Industry also has a mission to the 
Church, leading it to ask. what God means by justices, forgiveness, reconcili- 
ation and love in our industrial, urban society", he said. EPS, Geneva. 
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BAST GERMAN STATE OFFICIALS 
VISIT ECUMENICAL CENTRE 


(Geneva) - Two high government officials of the (East) German Democratic 
Republic (DDR) spent a few days in Switzerland in early May, during which 
they visited the Eoumenical Centre in Geneva, as well as the Ecumenical 
Institute in nearby Bossey. 


’ They were Gerald Gotting, Vice-President of the Council of State and 
president of the Christian Democratic Union (cDU), and Hans Seigewasser, 
Secretary of State for Church Affairs, who were accompanied by Gunther Wirth 
of the CDU Committee, 


They had conversations of an informative nature with Dr. W. A. Visser 't 
Hooft and Dr. André Appel, general secretaries, respectively, of the World 
Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation, as well as with other 
staff leaders at the centre. 


This gave the DDR officials an insight into the work of the WCC and the LW, 
especially in the sphere of inter-church aid and ecumenical involvement in 
international affairs. Conversations with -staff of the LWF also included 
matters relating to the Federation's Fifth Assembly, to be held in the DDR 
city of Weimar in 1969. 


From Geneva, the German visitors travelled to Basel to express congratula— - 
tions to the prominent Swiss theologian Dr. Karl Barth on his 80th birthday. 
EPS, Genevae 


KARL BARTH RECEIVES HONOURS, 
TRIBUTES ON 80th BIRTHDAY 


(Basel) - Numerous honours and tributes were paid here to the eminent Swiss 
Theologian, Prof. Karl Barth, on the occasion of his 80th birthday on May 10. 


In a ceremony at which the University of Basel conferred on Dr. Barth an 
honorary doctorate, the general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, credited him with having created a theological 
situation in which "a theologically relevant ecumenical movement could arise". 


The University of Bonn, where he taught until the Nazis forced him out of 
office in 1935, bestowed on the Swiss theologian the title of honorary > 
senator. Only four persons before him had received this honour, The dean 
of the university and the dean of its theological faculty came to Basel for 
the rite of presentation, : 


A concert of the works of Mozart, Prof. Barth's favourite composer, was” 
offered by the city of Basel to mark his birthday. 


At. the ceremony where he was given the doctorate, more than 150 prominent 
persons, colleagues, friends and students heard Dr. Barth offer this simple 
response to eulogies paid to him as a "great theologian": 


"No one should be called a great theologian; the two words contradict each 
others I would only like to be known as one who has been faithful to the 
Word of God. That is the only thing that matters." 


In Geneva, the church weekly of French-speaking Switzerland, La Vie 
Protestante, observed the occasion’ by publishing an interview with the Basel 
professor in which he pointed out that the present generation had been 
enabled to see in the message of the Gospel "a message of freedom". But 

he added, "this freedom is a freedom of obedience’. : 


(more ) 
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Scores of press organs in Germany, Switzerland and other European countries . 
published editorials of appreciation for Dr. Barth's life and work. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said no other theologian had had so much ecumenical 
influence, He cited also, Prof. Barth's active participation in ecumenical 
activities, his words of encouragenent to the pioneers of the ecumenical 
movement, ond his critical questions which obliged them to think more deeply 
about the Church's task. BPS, Geneva. 


YOUTH TO HAVE SPECIAL ROLE 
AT CHURCH-SOCIETY CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - Youth will have a special role to play in the Geneva World 
Conference on Church and. Society in July, according to the Rev. Albert H. 
van den Heuvel, executive secretary of the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The conference, he said, "will be amazingly more young than most ecumenical 
conferences organized by the World Council". But he added: "Twenty-five 

students and young laymen will have to represent all by themselves what is 

about 50 per cent of the world's population, namely, young people under 25 

years of age." 


Mr. van den Heuvel's comments coincided with the appearance of an issue of 
Risk, the joint periodical of his department and that of the World Council 
of Christian Education, dedicated to the Geneva conference. 


In a preface to the’ number - which is titled "Youth and Revolution" ~- he 
stated that "revolutionaries in this world have always been few, and today 
shows no exception. The younger generation, who know of only one life - 
and that one is lived on this side of the grave - wants peace. (But) 
prospects for peace are dim in our age.” 


The main problem for the younger generation at the conference, according to 
Mr. van den Heuvel, will be, "without any doubt, the problem of international 
economic justice", 


"Not", he explained, "in the sense of more subtleties about the intricate 
relations between aid and trade, nor in the sense of requesting the 
Christian constituencies to increase their giving, but in the sense of a 
straightforward demand to governments in the Northern Hemisphere to realise 
the political dimensions of the problem, and to get pressure put on govern- 


ments and their institutions to start serious study of a guided economy on 


a world level and to act upon the findings of such studies". 


At the conference, he said, the youth delegation "will be not so much 
interested in the problem between. the generations as they are in the way in 
which the general topics are handled. The student generation around the 
world today has shown passionate interest in questions of politics. 


"The malaise of the party system in the democratic states, the attempts to 

find viable structures of government in new states, the right of minorities, 
and the equal division of wealth, have led many students to leave their books ~ 
to become fulltime politicians. The same is true for questions of economics." 


Mr. van.den Heuvel also observed that "the younger generation in the south, 
more and more, is becoming an accusing generation, while their peers in the 
north realise that they are the convicted". 


He wrote in the preface that the younger generation in the north "prefers 
peace to justice", but noted that both north and south are "and will be even 
more —- torn between their desire for quiet evolutionary change and their 
growing knowledge that drastic change must come". EPS, Geneva. 
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URGE CATHOLIC-PROTESTANT STUDY 
OF MARRIAGE, WORSHIP PROBLEMS 


(Tutzing, Germany) - Need for further ccmmon efforts to improve inter- 
confessional relationships in the spheres of worship and marriage was em- 
phasised by Bavaria's two leading Roman Catholic and Protestant churchmen 
at the llth conference of journalists of both confessions held here. 


Julius Cardinal Dopfner, Cetholic Archbishop of Munich, and Bishop Hermann 
Dietzfelbinger, head of the Lutheran Church in Bavaria, urged cooperation 
between Protestants and Catholics in tasks that confront all Christians. 


Both advocated revision of the 1965 guidelines that were issued by the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy and the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) to fix the 
limits of inter-religious services’ and activities. They gaid recent ecumeni-~ 
cal developments have made necessary a modification of these restrictions in 
the light of decrees emanating from the Second Vatican, Council. 


At the same time, the two churchmen cautioned against giving the impression 
of unity where it does not actually exist, since such action would be 
"detrimental to a genuine ecumenical development". 


Christians of today and of the future, Bishop Dietzfelbinger said, have the 
task of making the message of the Gospel come alive in a pluralistic society. 
All churches, he said, are confronted by the increasing problem of secularism. 
and atheism. 


If the Evangelical Church disappears in some European countries because of 
secularism, he explained, the winner will not be the Catholic Church. And 
if the Catholic Church loses its influence in Latin America, the winner will 
not be Protestantism. BPS, Geneva. 


IN BRIEF 


Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover has sent a telegram to the Shah of 
Iran asking for clemency for the Teheran University students who in April 
were sentenced to death or heavy prison terms on charges of high treason. 
The German churchman acted on a request from Iranian students in West 
Germany. 


* * * 


A Polish paper, Slowo Powszechne, has interpreted the visit of Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko to Pope Paul VI as the beginning of a dialogue between 
the Vatican and Moscow and as a fresh indication of "a.new active peace 

policy on the part of the Church", In Soviet circles, the paper added, 

"the dialogue is regarded as at least an indirect manifestation of the general 
human values which exist in the Christian ideology, and of the Church's 
activity inspired by that ideology today". 


* * * 


"Juridical Problems of Religious Liberty" was the theme of the third 

national convention on ecumenical studies organised by the John XXIII 
Ecumenical Centre of the Pontifical University of Salamanca, Spain. Several 
Protestant churchmen attended the sessions, and the convention ended with 
prayers led by a Roman Catholic. priest and two Evangelical pastors. 


* x x 
Chicago Theological Seminary announced on May 9 the resignation of Dr. 
Howard Schomer as its president, effective June 30. Concerning his future 


‘work, the announcement merely stated that he would not take over a new 
position until after visiting his daughter in India. 


* * * eee 
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The Rt. Rev. John EH. Hines, Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the USA, is to succeed Dr. Eugene Carson Blake as chairman of the 
World Couneil of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service. Dr. Blake retired from the chairmanship following his election 
as general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


* %* * 


Plans to hold the 1970 Baptist World Congress in Hong Kong will probably have 
to be changed because the Governor of the crown colony has notified Baptist 
leaders that he cannot guaranitee completion of sonvention facilities in time. 
The Executive Committee of the Baptist World Alliance will consider the 
problem at its London meeting in August. When Hong Kong was first chosen, 
Tokyo was named as the second choice. 


* % * 


"Keep the Census Bureau out of religion" was the editorial plea of the May 4 
issue of The Christian Century, independent ecumenical weekly published in 
Chicago. Reacting to an announcement that the U.S. Census Bureau may in- 
clude questions on religious beliefs in its 1970 census, the journal con- 
tended that, whatever the kind of questions, they would intrude into an area 
of private belief where the government has no business. The editorial 
noted that Jews and Christian Scientists have gone on record opposing such 
census questions, which it said were requested by "the Roman Catholic Church 
and Protestant denominations", 


* * * 


About 2,250 Bibles, most of them Swahili translations published by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, were sold by the East African Bible 
society during a six-month tour of Tanzania by a Scripture van. The Roman 
Catholic bishops of Tanzania have approved the Swahili translation for 
public reading at religious services. The Roman Catholics are now pre- 
paring to bring out a reprint of this translation with certain additions 
‘authorised by the BFBS. 


* * * 


Nearly 50 students from Union Theological Seminary in New York picketed the 
Methodist Board of Missions in protest against the board's depositing its 
accounts in a U.S. bank which has extensive investments and financial 
arrangements in South Africa, The students argued that American investment 
in South Africa is a major life-line for that country's government and there- 
fore lends considerable support to its apartheid policy. 


* * * 


Comments on the agreements so far arrived at in the current union negoti- 
ations of Australia's Methodists, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists 

have been offered by the Department of Christian Union of the Churches of 
Christ in that country. The department, which recently assumed an observer 
status at the negotiations, cited a number of reservations respecting the 
agreements but expressed "its great interest in, and sympathy for" the 
negotiating churches! efforts. 


* ~* * 
The annual one-day drive for funds to aid the global missionary programme 
of the famed Park Street (Congregational) church in Boston this year brought 


in $274,416. The congregation supports a hundred missionaries as well as 
churches, mission schools, ‘hospitals and dispensaries in 48 countries. 


* * * 


No. 15 - 12th May, 1966 | 14 


English-speaking clergy of Caracas, Venezuela, representing a range of 

church traditions from Roman Catholic to Pentecostal, now meet monthly for 

fellowship and theological discussion. Other denominations represented at | 
. 


a recent meeting included the Ukranian Catholic, Old Catholic, Anglican, 
Presbyterian, Lutheran, Baptist Free Brethren and United churches. Tires 
years ago this would have been impossible", commented a leading Caracas 
daily in reporting at length on the meeting. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic Cistercian (Trappist) Order plans to establish a monastery 
on Bornholm, a Danish island in the Baltic Sea. The monastic order has not 
been in Denmark since the time of the Reformation. Monks are coming from 
the Netherlands to set up the new foundation, at the same time tending to 

the spiritual needs of some 200 Catholics on the island. 


* % * 
Evangelisches Hilfswerk, the Austrian Protestant relief agency through which 
a large volume of assistance from other lands was channeled to that country 
during the post-war years, has ceased operations. On the occasion of its 
closure, Evangelical church leaders sent a communication to all their con~ | 
gregations, urging them to exercise increased responsibility toward ‘their © 


needy fellow men, not only in their own communities and country, but also in 
the rest of the world. 


* * * 


Australia's two Lutheran churches are pushing ahead with plans to consummate 
their union at a constituting convention in late October and early November. 


* * * 


Pastor Gérard Markhoff, the Swiss missionary whose wife was murdered by . 
Cameroun nationals in Bangangté last August, plans to return to that country 
with four of his five children. Attached to the Evangelical Church of 
Cameroun, he is to have charge of the theological department of the 
Evangelical Literature Centre in Yaoundé. 


* * * 


The justice committee of the Italian Parliament has indefinitely postponed 
discussion on a bill to introduce divorce into that country following vig- 
orous opposition from the Roman Catholic Bishops! Conference and Italian 
Catholic Action. It was the first time that a divorce measure had gone that 
far in the country's legislative process. 


* * * 


Twenty-one per cent of American Roman Catholic married women under the age 

of 45 interviewed in a national survey said they have used birth control pills. 
The survey - sponsored by Princeton University's Office of Population Research 
and the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development - showed a 
corresponding percentage of 29 for non-Catholics,. It was based on interviews 
with 5,600 married women. ; 


Hoh & * 
An appeal has been issued by the Council of Churches of the Netherlands asking 


the Dutch people and government to do everything in their power to bring the 
war in Vietnam to an end. 


* * * 


Anglicans, Roman Catholics, Congregationalists, Methodists, and Presbyterians 
met in Georgetown, British Guiana, to study the role of the laity in the 
church. The occasion of their meeting was the visit of Mr. C. I. Itty, 
associate secretary of the Department on the Laity in the World Council of 
Churches. 
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WCC-RC JOINT WORKING GROUP 
HOLDS THIRD MEETING AT BOSSEY 


(Geneva) ~ The Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and 

the World Council of Churches held its third meeting at Bossey, near Geneva, 
May 13-16. The fourteen-member group continued to examine possibilities 

in the field of dialogue and collaboration. 


The main purpose of this meeting was to work out the details of the programme 
outlined in its previous report which has been officially approved by the 
respective authorities of the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church. 


The group gave primary attention to the draft of a document on "The Nature 
of Dialogue", which is to be issued in the autumn as a paper for study and 
comment. It also arranged for a special theological commission to study 
the general theme of Kouthol velty and apostolicity", since this fundamental 
issue continually arises in the dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church 
and member churches of the WCC. 


A second commission was established for a study on the nature and task of 
ecumenism. 


A third commission: will deal with the question of proselytism in the light 
of the churches! obligation to witness, of the principles of religious 
liberty, and of the common ecumenical task. 


The theology of marriage and the problem of mixed marriages will also be a 
subject of further study. 


A report was received from a further consultation on church and soriety. 


The group also discussed the report from the joint consultation on emergency 
aid and social economic development aid, and gave strong encouragement that 
contacts already begun be continued not only for discussion and consultation |. 
but for advice to constituencies on the possibilities of further common in- 
vestigation, planning, and action in the erea of acute human need and 
development aid, as is being done in the case of the famine in India. 


* * * 


This is the full text of the communiqué issued. by the tS Working Group 
at the conclusion of its meeting. 


Oreation of the group was proposed by the Central Committee of the WCC at 

its meeting in Enugu, Nigeria, in January 1965. Acceptance of the proposal. 
was announced by Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity, during a visit to WCC headquarters, Geneva, 
in February, 1965. 


The group met first at Bossey, May 22-24, 1965, aus again at Ariccia, near 
Rome, November 17-20, 1965. 


The report mentionec.-war’ approved by hat WCC Central Committee at its 
February meeting in Geneva. 


Hight persons represent the WCC in the group; six represent the Roman 
Catholic Church. Joint chairmen are Mgr. Jan G. M. Willebrands, Titular 
Bishop of Mauriana and Secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for the 
Promotion of Christian Unity, and Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


; 
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GERMAN PEACE PRIZE 
TO BEA, VISSER '@ HOOFT 


(Geneva) - The annual International Peace Prize of the West German Publishers 
and Booksellers Association will be awarded this year to Dr. W. A. Visser 't+ 
Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, .and Augustin 
Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity. 


This will be the first time Bile. the peace prize has been shared by two 
persons. 


The ecumenical leaders were chosen for the award "in recognition of their 
personal efforts toward rapprochement" between the Protestant and Roman 
Catholic churches, through which they have "decisively promoted’ dialogue 
of separated Christians and contributed toward religious peace". 


Other recipients of the peace prize have included Indian Vice President 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Martin Buber, Paul Tillich, C.F. von Weizsacker, 
Gabriel Marcel, and Thornton Wilder. 


The award ceremony will be held on September 25 in the Paulskirche, 
Frankfurt, during the annual Frankfurt International Book Faire EPS, Geneva 


FORMER CENTURY EDITOR 
TO TAKE WCC-WCCEH POST 


(Geneva) —- Dr. Theodore A. Gill, former managing editor of the Christian 
Century and for the past eight years president of San Francisco Theological 
seminary, is undertaking a special short-term task for the World Council of 
Churches and the World Council of Christian Education. 


Dre Gill will come to Geneva on June 1 to be executive secretary of the 
WCC-WCCE Joint Study Commission on Education. 


His appointment to this position was announced here May 16 by Father Paul 
Verghese, associate general secretary of the WCC, and Dr. Ralph N. Mould, 
WOCH general secretary. 


The study commission is carrying out a comprehensive examination of the 
churches! educational work and responsibilities throughout the world. 
Dr. Gill will organise and’ supervise studies aimed at producing the most 
accurate description possible of current developments in both general and 
religious education. . 


On the basis of this descriptive analysis, the commission is charged with 
identifying areas of most pressing need and formulating a strategy to meet” 
the revolutionary changes in educational goals and structures now taking 


place in all parts of the world. 


Dr. Gill will be responsible for writing a major report which the commission — 


will present to appropriate bodies of the WCC and WCCE in 1968. 


A minister in the United Presbyterian Church USA, Dr. Gill has been in great 
demand as a speaker, especially in college and university communities. He 
represented his church at the New Delhi’ Assembly of the WCC, and at the- S20 - 
Paulo and Frankfurt General Councils of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. ae EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIANS CANNOT BE NEUTRAL 
SAYS AFRICAN NATIONALIST LEADER 


(New York) - "We maintain now that nazism is showing its ugly face on the 
shores of South Africa. People of the world, and particularly Christians, 
cannot be neutral. No Christian can be neutral in the struggle between 
right and wrong." 


Robert Resha, an African National Congress party representative, spoke with 
journalists in the John LaFarge Institute here at the conclusion of a 
speaking tour through the U.S. and Canada to raise funds for legal and 
material aid for Africans jailed by the Verwoerd régime. 


Mr. Resha is himself a journalist and longtime associate of Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Albert J. Lutuli in the underground nationalist struggle agains t?° 
South African government!s apartheid policies. He grew up in the slums of 
Johannesburg and now lives in Algeria. 


As reported in the National Catholic Reporter, Resha charged that the churches 
in South Africa - as churches - have faltered in taking a firm stand against 
apartheid, though individual churchmen have stood up against the government 
policy. 


"The government is still afraid of the church, for it still pretends to be 
Christian", he said. "Tt can deal with one or two Christians, but it cannot 
deal with the Church." 


In its early days, said Resha, the African National Congress was trying to 
build a non-violent multi-racial society in which all South Africans could 
enjoy the fruits of a prosperous economy. (The ANG was founded in 1912.) 
It has abandoned its policy of non-violence, however, in the face of an 
"unholy alliance" of South Africa, South-West Africa, Rhodesia, Angola and 
Mozambique, he said. 


"Our government takes non-violence as cowardice and weakness on our part", 
said the African nationalist leader. "As human beings, we feel the time 
has come for us to prepare ourselves to meet force with force," 


Resha said he was encouraged on his U.S. speaking tour by people in the civil 
rights movement, and expressed the hope that his trip will lead to a "more 
sustained and protracted effort" in the U.S. on behalf of South Africans. 


But he was shocked by what he found in the Watts section of Los Angeles, 
scene of violent race riots last August, he said. 


"IT found in many respects the people there are as desperate as the people in 
South Africa are becoming", said Resha. "They are becoming, in their des— 
peration, more anti-white than one could believe. 


"Their argument was: ‘How on earth do you hope this government will assist 
you in South Africa against the white racists when it is supporting (them) 
by its policy?!" 


Asked what kind of pressures Western countries should bring to bear against 
South Africa, Resha suggested that companies withdraw investments and that 
the U.S. could impose sanctions to back up its consistent criticism of 
apartheid before the United Nations. 


Admitting that sanctions would cause additional suffering for the African 
population, Resha said: "We have suffered for years. But it would be the 
first time the white society would suffer and perhaps apartheid might be 
rejected." EPS, Geneva 


wn 


INTER-RELIGIOUS INSTITUTES 
PROPOSED AT GALLAHUE CONFERENCE 


(Princeton, N.J.) - A Roman Catholic scholar proposed the establishment of 
permanent, academic institutions of dialogue among the scholars and other 
leaders of the world's major religions at the Second Edward F. Gallahue 
Conference on World Religions held at Princeton Theological Seminary, 

May 4-11 a 


Father Rk. H. Whitson said jthat dialogue among world religions is "still at 
its most primitive stage" and that while "conferences such as this" are 
important, they "cannot themselves form on-going communitics of knowledge". 
Theme of the conference was "Religious Pluralism and World Community". It 
brought together fifty leading scholars and historians representing 
Protestant, Orthodox. and Roman Catholic Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Hindus, 
and Meslems from the USA and nine other countries of Eurcpe, the Middle East, 
Southeast Asia, and the Tar East. It was the most representative gatherins 
of its kind ever held in the USA, and the first sponsored by a Christian 
theological institution. 


Both scholars in attendance and planners of the conference took pains to 
stress that the meeting should avoid any attempts at syncretism, but rather 
should seek to develop the kind of understanding that makes meaningful 
communication possible. 


"Syncretism is a form of intellectual laziness", said President James I. 
McCord of Princeton Theological Seminary. EPS, Geneva 


"KAUER CASE" 
CLOSED IN AUSTRIA 


(Vienna) - The appeal of Pastor Robert Kauer of Berndorf «against the ecclesi- 
astical judgement levied against him by the Disciplinary Senate of the 
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetic Confession in Austria has 
ended in a partial acquittal for the Austrian pastor. . 


Mr. Kauer had been placed under discipline by the Senate in the first place 
because with Vienna's Roman Catholic Archbishop Franz Cardinal Konig he had 
"ade agreements for 2 confessionally mixed marriage without the knowledge, 
permission and commission of his ecclesiastical superiors". | 


Further, he was charged with ignoring an express order of his superintendent, 
who had "formally" denied him permission "to participate in a Catholic 
wedding in a Catholic church". 


On appeal, Kauer was acquitted of the first charge. In the second, the 
minimal sentence, a written reprimand, was upheld. (See EPS Nos. 1 & 6). 


. This fall, Pastor Kauer, who has long been active in ecumenical youth work 
. in Austria, will join the Action Protestant Service Among Arabs in Israel, 
} @ project jointly maintained by German, Austrian, Swiss and Finnish insti- 
tutions. BPS, Geneva 
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RC GROUP SUPPORTS 

GOVERNMENT FAMILY PLANNING ASSISTANCE 

(Washington, D.C.) - A newly-formed Roman Catholic group announced its 
support here on May 10 for U.S. governmental assistance to family planning 
programmes both in the USA and abroad. 


The Catholic Committee on Population and Government Policy now numbers more 
than 500 professors, lawyers, physicians, priests and other Roman Catholics 
in 37 states. 


Chairman of the committee is Professor William D!Antonio, a sociologist 

at Notre Dame University. He expressed the group's support for govern— 
mental family planning programmes in testimony before a U.S. congressional 
committee... 


Mr. D'Antonio enphasised that "in a pluralistic society, some legislation 
“may be desirable even though it may not be in accord with the moral princi- 
ples of a minority of the society's members". 


He said that a vast majority of Americans support federal family planning 
olinics and cited an opinion poll taken last year which showed 59% of U.S. 
Roman Catholics favouring such olinics. EPS, Geneva 


NETHERLANDS ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
ISSUES STATEMENT ON VIETNAM 


(The Hague) ~ The Ecumenical Council of the Netherlands has issued a call to 
the Dutch government to direct its foreign policy more forcibly than hereto-— 
fore toward achieving a peaceful settlement of the Vietnam war, 


"The Dutch people and their government", says the Council's statement, should 
"do their utmost toward convincing the parties to cease fighting.in Vietnam". 


The declaration noted that both parties to the conflict claim to be in the 
right, making the conflict "particularly tragic", with the result that "the 
people of Vietnam become victims". 


The statement referred with approval to the Vietnam declaration issued by the 
Central Committee of the WCC during its Geneva meeting last February, and 
pointed out the importance of cooperation both in public, for those who carry 
political responsibility, and in private conversation, to express concern over 
the war and the desire for peace for the people of Vietnam. EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS FORM 
CHRISTIAN UNITY AGENCY 


(Kansas City) - A Commission on Christian Unity which will seek to "inform" 
Baptists and their churches about the ecumenical movement, while seeking 
unity with other Baptist groups, was created by the American Baptist 
Convention at its 59th annual meeting here. 


The action was taken after Dr. Robert G. Torbet called attention to the 
"persistent expressions of disappointment on the part of many in our 
Convention that we are not participants in the Consultation on Church Union". 
The Convention's General Council last February turned down a bid to parti- 
cipate in the Consultation. 


Dr. A. George Downing said he felt American Baptist sentiment at this time 
would generally reflect the attitude of the General Council in rejecting 

COCU participation, though "education" of the laity and individual churches 
might in time alter that position. EPS, Geneva , 
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LOUVAIN LAUNCHES STUDY OF . 
ROMAN CATHOLIC REFERENCES TO JEWS 


(Louvain, Belgium) - A major development in carrying out Vatican Council II's 
Statement on the Jews through the study of references to Jews and Judaism in 
Roman Catholic religious teachings has just been launched by scholars at the 
Catholic University of Louvain. 


These scholars have started a 15-month examination of ways in which Jews 
and Judaism are portrayed in Catholic school texts, prayer books, and Bible 
commentaries in the French language, which is spoken by 60,000,000 Catholics. 


Joint announcement of the study project was made in Washington, D.C., on 
May 15 at the 60th anniversary annual meeting of the American Jewish Com- 
mittee, which is co-~sponsoring the research project and sharing its costs 
with the University of Louvain. 


The specific purpose of the project is two-fold: to determine how the Jewish 
world, both ancient and modern, is presented in Catholic religious materials 
used throughout French-speaking Europe, Africa, and Canada; and to set up a 
scientific method for study of references to Jews in other languages and in 
other kinds of literature. 


Materials to be scrutinized are those published between 1950 and 1965, a | 
period free from war or immediate post-war problems. These will be com- 
pared with a "control period" of literature published from 1925 to 1945. 


Directors of the project are Canon Houtart, director of Louvain!s Socio- 
Religious Research Centre and a peritus (theological expert) at Vatican 
Council II in connection with the preparation of the Declaration on the 
Church and the Modern World, and Canon Jean Giblet, of the Catechistic 
Research Centre, EPS, Geneva 


PIKE RESIGNS OFFICE 
FOR "SCHOLAR-TEACHER" ROLE 


(San Francisco) - Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike of California has submitted 
his resignation as bishop of the diocese of California. 


The controversial 53-year-old churchman announced that while he is not leav- 
ing the ministry, he will end eight years of service in the diocesan post in 
order to "better...fulfill my vocation" by pursuing the role of "scholar- . 
teacher" as distinct from that of "administrator-leader". ; 


In a letter to Episcopal Presiding Bishop John E. Hines of New York, Bishop. 
Pike said he would join the resident staff of the Centre for the Study of 
Democratic Institutions at Santa Barbara, Californias , 


It was virtually certain that the resignatiou, effective September 15, would 
receive the necessary approval of other bishops, an Episcopal spokesman said, 
particularly Since the Standing Committee of the 1tiocese of California has . 
already accepted Bishop Pike's decision "with regret", 


Close associates of the churchman insisted that criticism levelled at him 
from some quarters ‘of his church for his controversial theological views 
had nothing to do with his decision to resign. — : EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHMEN HONOURING DR. BLAKE 
HEAR WCC PROBLEMS CITED 


(New York) ~ One of the major tasks facing the World Council of Churches in 
the years ahead is to build a bridge between those who see man's progress 
solely in terms of technology and those Christians concerned only with per- 
sonal evangelism, a bishop of the Church of South India declared here. 4 


Bishop J.E. Lesslie Newbigin of Madras outlined the problem in an address at 
a dinner honouring Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary-elect of the 
wec. Bishop Newbigin is the former director of the Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


On the one hand, said Bishop Newbigin, is the "representative of the Western 
world, so sure of his technology and so very dumb to the liberating powers 

of the Gospel. On the other hand is the type of evangelism that only counts 
heads", with little or no concern about how God works in the economic, poli- 
tical and social problems which affect men's lives, 


"One of the great tasks before the World Council of Churches in the years to 
come will be to overcome this dichotomy", he added. 


Other speakers at the testimonial dinner, held at the Americana Hotel, were 
Walter Reuther, president of the United Automobile Workers; Roy Wilkins, 
executive director of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Coloured People; and Dr. Edler G. Hawkins, a Harlem pastor who in 1964 
became the first Rabi 3 to be elected moderator of the United Presbyterian 
Church. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH CHURCH COUNCIL URGED 
TO ESTABLISH MISSION DEPARTMENT 


(London) - A call to the British Council of Churches to form a "department 
of mission" as a matter of extreme urgency went out from a conference of 
300 clergy and laymen representing all major denominations held last week 
at Saltley, Birmingham. 


Delegates cited "a deep concern about the failure of the churches to make 
a realistic approach to the missionary situation in Britain today". 


The BCC has agencies dealing with international affairs, Christian aid, 
education, social responsibility, and so on, but not a mission department 
as such, 


The Birmingham conference was organized by the "Parish and People" group, 
which describes itself as an association of churchmen concerned with modern 
solutions to pastoral problems,, It said the proposed missions unit should 
encourage the provision of information about pioneer ministries and inter-— 
church experiments, and also encourage pilot projects to develop an approach 
by the churches to much wider areas of community life than traditional 
parishes. 


Professor JG. Davies of Birmingham University, the chairman, told delegates 
that many churches today cling to an out-dated and defective missionary 
policy which seeks to get people to emigrate from the world into an alien 
Christian community with its own "cultural baggage", EPS, Geneva 


— 


CAMPUS MINISTRY LEADER ISSUES 
CALL FOR ECUMENICAL UNION 


(San Francisco) - Immediate, recognition by the Lutheran Church of the sacra- 
ments, rites and ordinations of other Christian churches was urged here by 
the Rev. John Arthur, western regional director of the Division of OPAL Sie 
and University Work of the National Lutheran Council. 


On the basis of the Lutheran confessions, the campus ministry leader asserted 
that a belief in the unity of the Church without believing in some form of 
visible, structural union "is an evasion of reality and very naive". 


"The traditional distinction between ‘unity! and ‘union! so often cited by 
Lutherans is a rational truth, but, practically speaking, it is a myth, and 
has been an escape hatch for those who want to avoid the truth", he said, 


Noting that the Lutheran Church in America has already declared fellowship 
with other Lutheran churches, Mr. Arthur urged the denomination to acknow- 
ledge full fellowship with other Christian churches whether they reciprocate 
or note 


Under the terms of this fellowship, he said, the LCA would admit all baptized 
and communicant Christians to its altars and would approve participation by 
LCA members in the communion services of all other churches. EPS, Geneva 


BUTLER APPOINTED RC OBSERVER 
TO NEB COMMITTEE 


(London) - The Rt. Rev. B.C. Butler, OSB, the Abbot of Downside, has been 
appointed to represent Cardinal Heenan as a Roman Catholic observer in the 
joint committee of the churches which has planned and is directing completion 
of the New English Bible. 


A second Roman Catholic observer will be appointed to represent the Arch- 
bishop of St. Andrews and Edinburgh. 


The NEB New Testament was published in 1961. In its first five years, it 
has achieved sales approaching six million copies. 


Translation of the Old Testament and Apocrypha, to complete the new English 
version, has now been completed. It is now being compared with the original 
Hebrew and Greek and revised to ensure the greatest possible accuracy for the 
translation. 


When this work is completed, a final literary revision will be undertaken, 
to be sure that the text's accuracy of translation is not achieved at the 
expense of genuine modern English idiom. 


Simultaneous publication by the Oxford and Cambridge University Presses of 
the whole Bible in the new translation is expected not later than 1970. 
: EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 
The Milk For India Appeal conducted in three Australian states during March 
and April (EPS No. 9) produced A$ 10,000 in contributions, enough to pur- 
chase 40 tons of powdered milk. The milk has already left Austraiia by 
ship for Madras and Calcutta, where it will be distributed to famine dis- 
aster areas through government and church channels, 


LNG ele ie 


A survey released in New York on May 15, at the conclusion of three days of 
conversations between representatives of the American Catholic Bishops! 
Commission on Ecumenical Affairs and the North American Area of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, provides one of the first surveys of jceint 
worship, study and community action prejects in which Protestants and Roman 
Catholics are engaged throughout the world, 


Piste * 


In 1965, the British and Foreign Bible Society distributed. over 18 million. 
copies of the Scriptures in 877 languages in 150 countries - compared with, 
17 million in 1964 ~ and spent more than £1 million on production of Scrip- 
tures in Britain. This was the first time that annual expenditures for 
Scripture production passed the £1 million mark, 


* * * 


Youth, the bi-weekly publication for teenagers of the United Church of 
Christ in the USA is expanding to serve the youth of three other Protestant 
denominations. The pocket-size magazine will serve young people of the 
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church of Canada as well as the UCC, and 
a specially imprinted Horizons edition is to be published for high school 
young people of the Church of the Brethren, 


* * * 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, in response to an invitation extended at the time 
of his election to be general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
has written to church leaders in the German Democratic Republic that he 
hopes to visit churches in fee DDR after assuming his duties in Geneva on 
December 1, 1966, 


* * * 


The Buropean office of the World Association of Christian Broadcasters will 
be opened later this year in Munich, West Germany, according to an announce- 
ment made in New York by the WACB Central Committee. 


* * * 


The threatened split in the Kerala diocese of the Church of South India 
became a reality on May 5 with the "consecration" of the Rev. V.J. Stephen 
as bishop of the new "Independent Anglican Church" of Kerala, Mr. Stephen 
was consecrated by the Rev. James P. Dees, who styles himself presiding 
bishop of the “Anglican Orthodox Church of North America", Dees! sect is 
recognized neither by Anglican nor Orthodox churches. (See EPS No. 7) 


* * * 


It has been announced in Rome that the Instruction on mixed marriages, 
Matrimonii sacramentum, will go into force on May 19. 


Poy Loe ae 


"> 
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Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, is in Indonesia and the Philippines for a three-week visit to 

WARC member churches there. He will conduct talks with the four WARC 
member churches in Java and’ deliver a series of Bible studies to the General 
Assembly of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines. 


lawn artes 


fygodnik Powszechny in Cracow, Poland's leading Roman Catholic weekly news- 
paper, has called the April 17 meeting between Pope Paul VI and USSR Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko "a historic event", Tygodnik said the Pope's goal 
is to reach a modus vivendi for Christians in the socialist world. 


oe * 


Distribution of Scriptures in 1965 by the American Bible Society reached a 
record high, with 54,042,014 Bibles, Testaments, portions and selections 
put into circulation in the USA and overseas. The total was nearly 5.5 
million more than the 1964 distribution figure and passed the 50 million 


mark for the first times | 


* * * 


A new Roman Catholic catechism for adults will be published in the Nether- 
lands next October, An announcement by the Dutch episcopate said the 
catechism "is written in simple language and as one continuous exposition 
of the Catholic faith. It begins with the story of man in search of God 
and finishes with God in search of man," 


* * * 


The record of the visit of Anglican Archbishop Michael Ramsey of Canterbury 
to Pope Paul VI has been published in booklet form in English and in Latin 
by the Anglican Church Information Office in London. It includes the 
addresses and common declaration made by the Pope and Dr. Ramsey, and the 
Service of Prayer. 


* * * 


Patriarch Justinian, head of the Romanian Orthodox Church, has been in 
Sofia with a church delegation for talks with Bulgarian Orthodox leaders. 
Discussions between the two churches were concerned with ecclesiastical 
matters and with Orthodox unity. 


x * %& 
Three days of events commemorating the 150th anniversary of the American 


Bible Society began in New York May 10.. A special feature of the occasion 
was the presentation to New York Mayor John V. Lindsey of a first copy of 


a new Spanish Bible published by the Society. 


* * * 


The Journal of Ecumenical Studies, scholarly journal published in Pittsburgh, 
Pas, has expanded its scope to include Jews formally within its dialogue. 
Hitherto the journal has been concerned primarily with Christian relations 


‘and carried the sub-title "Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox". The sub 


title has been dropped, and a prominent Jewish clergyman, Rabbi Arthur 
Gilbert, has been added to the journal's editorial board. EPS, Geneva 
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CORRECTION. Dr. David S. Russell will succeed Dr. Ernest A. Payne as 
general secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland on a 
date in 1967 still to be decided, not in April, 1967, as reported in EPS 
No. 14. 
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RESPONSE TO WCC APPEAL FOR 
INDIA PASSES HALF-WAY MARK 


(Geneva) - Cash and pledges amounting to $1,630, 000 have no) been received in 
response to the appeal made by the World Council of Churches on behalf of 
measures to meet the present emergency in India. The WCC has asked its 
members for three million dollars to finance a campaign against hunger over 
the next three years. 


The money and promises so far received have come from churches in Britain, 
USA, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, France, 
Italy, Austria, New Zealand, Australia, Canada, Belgium, Switzerland, Congo, 
Tanzania, and Argentina. The most recent contributions have been $100,000 
from Swedon and $55,775 from Australia. 


Other contributions are known to be on the way, and in addition substantial 
quantities of foodstuffs, worth many thousands of dollars, have been des— 
patched to India by churches in many countries. 


In New Zealand, for example, the "CORSO" fund, backed by the churches, 
undertook in April to send 25 tons of full-cream milk-powder every month up 
to the end of this year. The response has been so generous that already: the 
promise has been doubled to 50 tons a month of dried milk which will be sent 
to be shared by the emergency feeding programmes of the National Christian 
Council of India and the Roman Catholic Relief Services. 


The German. "Bread for the World Appeal" is planning to raise $1,350,000 for 

a special feeding programme for 150,000 mothers and children in the north of 
Orissa state, 50,000 mothers and children in Bihar, and 200,000 children in 
Calcutta, The Calcutta programme will extend over six months and the others 
over four months. Also, $625,000 is to be set aside by Bread for the World 
to continue the Calcutta programme into the future. 


Actions taken by the National Christian Council of India with funds chmnelled 
through the WCC include +he purchase of four well-drilling rigs for irri- 
gation work in different parts of India, and an initial purchase of 5,000 
tons of fertilisers for land improvement. projects. 


Through its Committee on Relief and Gift Supplies (CORAGS), the National 
Christian Council of. India is faeding 1,000,000 people in the states of Andhra 
Madras, Kerala, Mysore, Orissa, Madhye.Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, Gujarat,. 
Rahasthan, and West Bengal with priority given to pregnant and nursing 

mothers, infants, and school children. These feeding programmes are using 
surplus grain from the United States shipped by Church World Service, and — 

also mili powder. and money given by churches around the world. EPS, Geneva. 
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PATRIARCH OF RUMANIA TO VISIT 
LONDON AND GENEVA IN JUNE | 


(Geneva/London) - At the invitation of the World Council of Churches, the 
Patriarch of Rumania, His Beatitude Justinian, plans to visit the Ecumenical 
Centre in Geneva from June 28 to June 30. 


The Patriarch will be on the return journey pee Ls aiot ae Bucharest at the 
end of a visit to England as the guest of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Archbishop Ramsey has announced that the Patriarch is expected to arrive in 
Britain with four other representatives of the Rumanien Orthodox Church on 
June 21 and to remain in the country until June 28. During his stay the 
Patriarch will have an opportunity of seeing different aspects of church life 
in London and e:sewhere. 


This visit will be in return for that paid by Dr. Ramsey to Bucharest in 1965 
when ae was the guest of the Patriarch. ane fa Pan ayo - 
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PRIMATE URGES ANCLICAN FIRMNESS 
ON MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Canterbury, England) -~ Anglicans planning marriages with Roman’ Catholics 
have been advised by the Archbishop of Canterbury to stick firmly to their 
consciences when asked to make promises about the religious education of 
children. 


Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey gave this guidance when, in delivering the pre~ 
Sidential address to the Canterbury Diocesan Conference here, he commented 
on his visit to Pope Paul VI and the Vatican instruction which eased Catholic 
Church rules on mixed marriages. 


Dre Ramsey said: 


"The recent instruction from Rome about mixed marriages made a few very small 
concessions, and I have made no secret of my very strong feeling that the 
concessions do not meet the consciences of Anglicans and other non-—Roman 
Catholic Christians. 


"The points on which we feel strongly are the demand that the non~ Roman 
Catholic partner shall make a promise, whether written or verbal, that the 
children shall be brought up in the Roman Catholic Church, and the impli- 
cation that marriages in Anglican churches are not true marriages. 


"I can, however, say that.it is not claimed that the recent instruction is 
more than a temporary directive and that it is intended that the question of 
mixed marriages shall have its place in the future inter-church dialogue and 
that, meanwhile, applications for dispensations can be submitted to the 
Vatican. 


"My advice, meanwhile, to Anglicans is this: first, they should stick firmly — 
to their consciences when asked to make promises about children; and second, 
if there is a wish to ask for a dispensation, advice can be had by writing 
to the Archbishop's Commission on Roman Catholic Relations at Lambeth 
Palace." ; EPS, Geneva. 


JOINT R.G-PROTESTANT BIBLE STUDY 
NEARS COMPLETION 


(New York) -~ A jointly-produced guide for common Bible study and worship 
by Roman Catholics and Protestants should be ready for use on the local 
level by January 1967. 


This announcement came on May 14 at the end of a three-day conversation 
between representatives of the Roman Catholic and Reformed-Presbyterian 
traditions, who currently are engaged in the booklet!'s preparation. They 
met at Fordham University under the auspices of the American Catholic Bishops! 
Commission on Ecumenical Affairs and the North American Area of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


Previously, the conversations, which began last summer, only included Roman 
Catholics and United Presbyterians. Under the expanded sponsorship, five 
other churches of the Calvinist tradition are included: The Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, the Hungarian Reformed Church in America, the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S, (Southern), the Reformed Church in America, 
and the United Church of Christ. EPS, Geneva. 
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UBS REPORTS DEMAND OF DEVELOPING 
NATIONS FOR BIBLES 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa. ) —- Growing demands by new countries for Scriptures in 
their own languages are creating pressures crucial to the future programme 
of Bible Societies of the world, it was declared here. 


Delegates from 27 countries, attending the largest international meeting of 
the United Bible Societies in the organization's 20-year history, were told 
by Anglican Canon Herbert M. Arrowsmith of Australia, a UBS vice-chairman, 
that the Bible society movement is in peril unless churches and private 
donors provide more generous aid. 


"The aggregate total of the United Bible Societies! three-year budget", he - 
said, "is expected to reach more than $36 million, of which 65 per cent has 
come from church donations or individual gifts. 


"For 1965 the deficit on the missionary distribution of Scriptures will 
reach more than $3.5 million. Eighty per cent of Scriptures are sold below 
cost price in countries with a lower economy, resulting in this deficit. 


"Unless Christian philanthropy on a corporate and individual level can 
support Bible society enterprises more liberally, there are millions of 
people who will never receive a copy of the Scriptures in their own language 
at a price they can afford to pay." 


‘Membership in the UBS increased to 35 at the sessions here, with the admit— 
tance of eight new Bible societies from Burma, Cameroun-Gabon, Ceylon, Ghana, 
Malagasy, Nigeria, South Africa, and West Pakistan, EPS, Genevas 


BIBLE IN CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH 
OUT IN THE AUTUMN 


(London) - A Bible in contemporary English is to be published.in the autumn. 
From its text has disappeared such words as "thee", "thine", "art", and 
"mayest", which will be replaced by "you", "yours", "are", and "may". The 
traditional archaisms have been avoided, 


The work is under the general editorship of the Rev. Alexander Jones, 
Senior Lecturer in Divinity at Christ's College, Liverpool, which has been 
working on it for ten years. He has been assisted by 26 collaborators. 


The Jerusalem Bible, as the new work is called, accepts the interpretations 
adopted by the French Bible de Jerusalem published in 1956, but is more than 
a translation of the French version, due account being taken of the ancient 
texts, critically examined in the light of most recent archaeological dis— | 
coveries and the significance of the Dead Sea Scrolls. EPS, Genevas 


BARCELONA PRIESTS URGE BREAK 
BETWEEN CHURCH AND FRANCO 


(Barcelona) ~ A break in the alliance between the Church and the Spanish 
government of Generalissimo Francisco Franco was urged by many Barcelona 
priests (May 15) in a statement they read in the Catalan language. 


They criticised both the hierarchy and the government and described the 
Church's long silence on human liberties in Spain as a "great historic sin". 
In their sermons the Barcelona priests insisted that they could not dire.+ 
protests through ecclesiastical channels because they had been disappointed 
by their hierarchy in the past. EPS, Genevas 
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CARDINAL URGES CHURCHES! 
PARLEY ON !'DEPTH! REPORTING 


(Boston) ~ Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, suggested here 
at the 18th annual meeting of the Religious Newswriters Association that a 
conference of leading news media officials and churchmen be cailed to dis- 
cuss the increasing demand for depth interpretation of religious develop-— 
ments. 


In an address to -the religion editors and writers from secular publications, 
the Roman Catholic prelate called attention to the "ascending sophistication" 
of large numbers of the general public who "wish to be informed in some depth 
concerning the role of religion in modern life. 


“They cannot be satisfied with a merely superficial record of church activity", 
he said, "and they will turn increasingly to the news media that answer their 
more profound questions. 


"The demands that will be made on the religious newswriters are thus bound 
to increase in the years before us and we should be planning new to meet them 
with intelligence and resourcefulness." 


The cardinal predicted that the time may come when religious newswriters will 
be expected to attend, for at least a time, "a school of theology or 
divinity or religion..." 


A conference of news media decision-makers and top church officials of all 
denominations, he said, "could set the pattern for future developments on 
both sides". EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH IN WALES ATTEMPTS 
REVISION OF HOLY COMMUNION SERVICH 


(Penarth) = Another 'experimental' order of service for the Holy Communion 


has appeared within the Anglican Communion. The Church in Wales, which 
numbers about 165,000 communicants, has recently published a revised order, 
based on the Prayer Book common to Anglican churches. The main suggested 


changes are: a Service of Preparation (containing some of the present 
elements of the Communion service) on the evening before; the introduction 
of a reading from the Old Testaments; the sermon to be delivered after the 
Gospel, not after the Creed; the Intercession for Church and world to 
precede the Offertory; and some re-wording of the Prayer of Consecration. 
The people are given a more prominent part throughout the service. 


This revision is to come before the church's Governing Body in September 1966 
to be authorised for experimental use in the parishes. EPS, Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA REQUESTS 
NEW TALKS WITH VATICAN 


(Vienna) - According to an Austrian Catholic press agency report, the 
Czechoslovaki Communist régime seeks to resume talks leading to "normali- 
sation of relations" between the country and the Vatican. 


Quoting informed sources, the agency said that a major point of the proposed 
discussions would be a "re-definement" of Catholic dioceses overlapping the 
Czech-Hungarian and Czech-Polish borders. 


It said such talks would also be concerned with the appointment of Catholic 
bishops by the Vatican to sees long without episcopal leaders. Talks 
between representatives of the Vatican and the Czech régime were broken off 
last year when the Holy See refused to accept candidates for bishoprics 
peeporn es by the government. EPS, Geneva. 
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CHURCH UNION PLAN 
TAKES SHAPE 


(Dallas, Texas) - Further information about the church union consultation, 
involving a number of major American churches, reported in EPS No. 15, 
includes the publication of a 105-page "Outline for a Possible Plan of Union", 
prépared by a special commission of the Consultation on Church Union. 


The special commission, chaired by the Rev. Eugene Carson Blake, consisted 
of one representative from each of the participating denominations. The 
commission's assignment was not to prepare a detailed plan of union, but to 
suggest what the major essential features of a united church might be and 
what steps should be taken on the way to union, 


Steps on the road to a united church as seen by the "Outline" include: 


- The Consultation's acceptance of an outline and its consequent preparation 
of a detailed plan. This step might take several years. 


- The adoption of the plan by the denominations. At this point commitment 
on the part of the churches to becoming one church takes place. It might’ 
take several years to obtain these commitments, because meeting times and 
procedures of the denominations vary. 


- The unification of ministry and membership and the establishment of a 
provisional council to govern the new church. This step would merely inm- 
plement decisions which had been made in the previous step. ; 


- Finally, after perhaps some years of growing together and experimentation, 
the adopting of a constitution. 


Members ohurches of the Consultation are, the United 

Presbyterian Church in the USA, the African Methodist Episcopal, the 
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), the Evangelical United Brethren, 
the Methodist Church, the Protestant Episcopal Church and the United Church 
of Christ. EPS, Geneva. 


UNION TALKS 


GO ON 
(Arusha, Tanzania): - The Negotiating Committee of the East Africa Church 
Union Consultation met at Arusha on May 12 and 13. Representatives of all 


the five churches which have taken part in the discussions in recent years 
,were present - namely es Re Methodists, Presbyterians, Lutherans, and 
Moravians. 


The final ‘objective of full organic union was re-affirmed by ni delegates, 
but it was recognised that there may be stages in moving to this, whether in 
a Federation of Churches or other ways. 


A further meeting of this Committee has been arranged for November, by which 


time further preparatory papers will have been studied in congregations and 
synods. 


A new Committee on Liturgy and Doctrine has been formed which will examine 


in more detail theological issues separating the churches. It is further 
understood that the Lutherans are preparing a draft scheme for a Federation 
of Churches. EPS, Geneva 
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RETURN HOME OF WEST EUROPEAN MIGRANTS 
DISCUSSED IN SICILY 


(Geneva) ~ The question of the return of migrant workers to their home 
countries was the main theme of the fifth meeting of the Churches’ Committee 
on Migrant Workers in Western Europe, held in,Sicily, from May 15-22, 1966. 


Committee members interviewed, and discussed this problem with, many Sicilian 
migrants who have recently returned, as well as with Tullio Vinay and Danilo 
Dolci, both well-known leaders of important development projects in Sicily. 
These interviews showed that\|many of the workers are returning home without . 
being able to contribute much to the amelioration of their own island. 
Consequently, Committee members strongly felt that future migration policies 
in Western Europe should in the first place serve the social, intellectual, 
economic and spiritual development of the migrants concerned and improve their 
standard of living. Migration can_and must be accompanied by a radical 
change of mentality both on the part of migrants and of those who receive 
them, they thought. ’ 


The opinion is gaining ground that emigration in its present form and 
conditions, though it is a necessity in many cases, should not be encouraged 
but that in countries of emigration one should aim, in the first instance, 
at the creation of better opportunities for general education, for technical 
training and for adequately paid work whether it be for persons wishing to 
emigrate or for those who have already emigrated and wish te return to their 
homeland. To this end, the Committee formulated recommendations and lines 
of action for urgent consideration by the churches, 


The Committee works in liaison with the World Council of Churches and is 
composed of delegates from the churches in Holland, Great Britain, France, 
Portugal, Italy, Spain, Greece, Germany, Sweden, Belgium, and Switzerland. 
Representatives of the World Council cf Churches and of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Constantinople are also members of the Committee. 

EPS, Geneva 


POLES SEND MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
TQ SCHWEITZER'S HOSPITAL » 


(War saw) - Poland's Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession has 
received a letter from the daughter of the late Albert Schweitzer expressing 
thanks for its contribution of medical supplies valued at more than $3,400.. 


The possibility of sending medical supplies manufactured in their own 
countries to Dr. Schweitzer's Lambaréné Hospital in Gabon, West Africa, has 
been the positive outcome of the efforts of Lutheran churches in some East 
‘Buropean countries to find a way to contribute to Christian programmes 
Oversease 


In Czechoslovakia, the Silesian Lutheran Church recently was able to send 
more than $5,000 worth of supplies in its first action of this kind in recent 
decades. For the Lutherans of Poland, this was the second time; the 
congregation in Poznan was able to send some supplies to Lambaréné a few 
years ago. EPS, Geneva 
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BAPTIST PROFESSOR IN USA 
JOINS CATHOLIC FACULTY 


(San Francisco) - A professor at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary 

near San Francisco, California, is believed to be the first professor from 
e Southern Baptist Convention seminary to be appointed to the theological 

faculty of a Roman Catholic school. 


The professor so appointed is James William McClendon, who, beginning this 
fall, will be associate professor in the theology department at the 
University of San Francisco, where he will teach a graduate division course 
in Protestant thought. ; 


During the spring of 1967, Dr. McClendon, will be visiting professor of ~ 
religion at Stanford University, also located in the San Francisco area. 

The University of San Francisco is operated by the Society of Jesus while 
Stanford University is a private institution. 


Dr. McClendon said this does not mean he is forsaking the Baptist denomina- 
tion but that rather he will remain active in the Southern Baptist Convention 
ministry. The 42-year-old theological professor has been teaching system= 
atic theology and philosophy of religion in Golden Gate Seminary since 1954. 
EPS, Geneva 


POLISH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
CONDEMNS U.S. VIETNAM POLICY 


(Warsaw) - The Polish Ecumenical Council, representing nearly all Christian 
bodies in this oountry except the Roman Catholic Church, condemned United 
States! policy and military action in Vietnam. 


In a resolution adopted at a meeting here, the council said, "It is with the 
greatest interest, concern and sympathy for the fighting people of Vietnam 
that we are watching their struggle against the ruthless force of cruel 
imperialism". 


The council also said it wished to express "warm recognition to those forces 
of the American nation which are opposing the policy of war and escalation of 
military pressure conducted by the U.S. armed forces in Vietnam". EPS, Geneva 


WYSZYNSKI OFFERS 
A PACT TO REGIME 


(Piekary Slaskie, Poland) - Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski has offered the ‘ 
government a formula for co-existence but coupled it with a warning. 


Respect the rights of the Roman Catholic Church of Poland, he said, and we 
will respect yous recognise our rights and we will recognise yours. 


"But if the balance is upset", he warned, "we do not take responsibility for 
the future. After 10 centuries cf Catholicism we have a right to be a 
Catholic nation, and we do not resign that right." | 


The Primate of Poland was speaking to a cheering throng consisting largely 
of miners in this centre of pilgrimages in the hoart of the bustling upper 
Silesian industrial basin, ; EPS, Geneva 
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CRITICAL "QUESTIONS TO 
THE PROTESTANT CHURCHES" 


(Mainz) - In a lecture given in Mainz, Professor Dr. Peter Blaser of the 
Catholic Johann-Adam-Mohler Institute at Paderborn put some critical 
questions to the Protestant churches. According to Professor Blaser there 
seemed to prevail within the Protestant world a partisan, unjust and 
unobjective view of the Roman Catholic position and the Catholic Church as 

a whole, with regard to the Vatican Council and the ecumenical attitude of 
the Catholic Church. "wo jkinds of measures" were seemingly used by 
Protestants to judge Orthodoxy and Catholicism. Although the Orthodox Church 
claimed a far more radical absolutism that the Catholic Church, mention was 
never made of this fact. This was even less understandable now since on 
the one hand, the Catholic Church, in its decree on Ecumenism, had made it 
clear that it "was not as ebsolutistic as it was often said to be" and on 
the other, "Protestantism was not free of the same claims of absolutism". 
The sane unjust judgement was made with regard to Mariology: while the 
veneration of the Virgin in the Orthedox Church was considered to be a sign 
of deep devotion, in the Catholic Church on the contrary it was condemned as 
as semi-paganism. 


Looking at modern theological affirmations concerning Christ's divinity and 
the doctrine of the Church, Professor Blaser claimed that unequal measures 
were being used here as well. "While the most radical differences within 
Protestant theology are acceptable and seemingly of no importance as far as 
the unity of the Church is concerned, Catholic interpretation of dogma or 
the truth of the Gospel are not taken seriously - what is worse - are con- 
Sidered dividing factors for church unity." 


Speaking of the basic concepts of church and doctrine, Frofessor Blaser 
pointed to the difficulties facing any serious Catholic in honest search of 
comprehension, trying to find out which factors are important and decisive in 
Protestant theology nowadays, since the writings of the reformers seem to have 
“Ndropped'"' considerably. The Catholic ecumenist pointed to the profound 
differences within Protestantism, using the doctrine of justification and the 
concepts of the ministry as examples. Professor Blaser arrived at the con- 
clusion that "one sometimes has the impression that the diverging and at 
times even clashing cpinions within Protestantism are held together only by © 
a certain antieRoman feeling which helps to minimise these great differences. 
Fhis. made it very difficult for the Roman Catholic partner to enter into 

a true, objective dialogue. EPS, Geneva 


PARTIAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VATICAN 
AND THE YUGOSLAV GOVERNMENT? 


(Belgrade) ~ Last week a delegate of the Yugoslav government spoke here of 
the possibility of a forthcoming conalusion of an agreement between the 
Vatican and the Yugoslav government. Catholic circles here add that the 
agreement, similar to the one concluded between the Vatican and the Hungarian 
government, presumably deals with partial solutions,as inspite of almost two 
years of discussion, it has not been-possible to reach final solutions for 
all problems. 


The agreement is expected to give certain facilities to the Church particu- 
larly with regard to its publications, religious instruction, theological 


education and similar m-tters. According to Catholic circles, however, a 
_ full resumption of diplomatic relations, broken off in 1953, is not to be 
j expected. EPS, Geneva 


3 : j 
i | 
a oa i 


f 


No. 17 - 26th May, 1966 10 


NEW SOCIET DECREES INTERPRET 
RUSSIAN LAWS ON RELIGIOUS CULTS 


(Geneva) - At the beginning of April press agency reports from Moscow spoke 
of a new decree of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, aimed at considerable 
further limitations of religious liberty (see EPS no. 11). A study of the 
actual text of what proves to be three decrees indicates that they generally - 
confirm, explain and, in some points, ease already existing laws. Contrary 
to what was earlier REE FOUK none of the decrees forbids freewill offerings 
for church purposes nor permits legal discrimination in the matter of trade 
or profession on the basis of religious belief. 


As an example of the easing of the earlier laws it may be indicated 
that ea number of infractions of the law which were punishable by imprison- 
ment will, in the future, carry only a fine of 50 roubles. According to 
the first decree such a fine could be inflicted upon the leaders of religious 
groups for a "refusal...to register the said groups with the state authori- 
ties", as well as on those guilty of "breaking the rules which have been 
legally laid down for the organization and conduct of religious meetings, 
processions and other religious observances". Further, a similar fine will 
be imposed for the "organising and conducting of special children's and 
young people's meetings, by ministers and members of religious groups, and 
also their organising workers! meetings and literary or other circles which 
are not connected with the performance of worship". 


In the second decree it is provided that offences against the law of separa- 
tion of church and state, and of church and school, will, in the case of 
persons previously convicted of this offence, be-"punished by up to three . 
years deprivation of liberty", 


The third decree gives interpretations relative to legal decisions. With 
reference to Article 142 of the Legal Code and to Article 553, Point C, of 
the Constitution of the Republic of Soviet Russia, it is stated that the 
following actions are punishable as offences against the law of separation 
of church and state, and of church and school: 


- "Compulsory collections and levy of taxes for the benefit of religious 
organizations and ministers of religion; 


- "The preparation for the purpose of mass distribution or the mass dis~ 
tribution itself of petitions, letters, leaflets or other documents which 
call for the infringement of the laws on religious’ cults; 


- "The enactment of fraud with the aim of arousing religious superstitions 
among the public; 


~ "The organization and staging of religious meetings, processions and other 
religious observances which are prejudicial to social order; 


~ "The organization and systematic holding of religious instruction courses 
for minors which infringe the rules legally laid down; 


~ "The refusal to accept citizens at work or into an educational institution, 
their dismissal from work or exclusion from an educational institution, 
depriving them of privileges or advantages guaranteed by the law, and 
Similarly other material restrictions on the rights of citizens in respect 
of their religious adherence." ; EPS, Geneva 
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THE LUTHERAN CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE ECUMENICAL DIALOGUE 


(Tutzing) - The question of the Lutheran contribution to the ecumenical 
dialogue was at the centre of the discussions of the West German regional 
working party of the United Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD) | 
at a 4-day meeting in Tutzing. 


In his opening lecture, which included a report on the Second Vatican 
Council, the Bavarian Bishop Dr. Hermann Dietzfelbinger (Munich) emphasized 
the fact that in the discussions on the Lutheran confession - and especially 
in. the discussions with the Roman Catholic Church - the polemic character 
which dominated former discussions had given way to a common "challenge" to 
witness as effectively as possible to the truth. 


Referring to the contacts and encounters on different levels between Luth- 
erans and Roman Catholics during and after the Vatican Council, the bishop 
asked if the time had not come for non-Roman churches to hold a Council as 
well. Even if all conditions for the holding of such a council were not 
completely fulfilled, the bishop added, the conciliary force of the General 
Assemblies of the World Council of Churches and of the confessional bodies 
should not be underestimated. 


In this connection, the bishop pleaded for a closer cooperation between all 
Lutheran, churches. It was true, the bishop continued, that the gathering 
of the Lutheran churches into the Lutheran World Federation was not to be 
understood as a world church, yet the fact that there was still no full 
inter-communion between some of the Lutheran churches could not be con-= 
sidered other than a scandal. EPS, Geneva 


NO PARTICIPATION OF PROTESTANT PASTORS 
IN- ROMAN CATHOLIC WEDDINGS 


(Diisseldorf) - Heferring to the Roman Catholic Instruction on Mixed Marriages, 
the Church of the Rhineland reminds its pastors of its church order which 
forbids participation in a wedding which is celebrated by a Roman Catholic 
priest. 


A pastoral letter points out that this prohibition is still valid, and con- 
tinues: "The Instruction of the Congregation for Church Doctrine on Mixed 
Marriages of March 18, 1966, confirms, contrary to the vote of ‘the Vatican 
Council, the discriminating point of view that mixed marriages which are 
blessed in a Protestant church are invalid marriages and still exclude the 
Roman Catholic partner from partaking of the Holy Sacrament, and this in 
Spite of the official abolition of the punishment of excommunication, 
Contrary to the spirit of the Decree on Ecumenism, there has been ne dis- 
cussion on this matter between the confessions concerned, The Catholic 
Church has decided unilaterally that a pastor may pronounce a word of bene- 
diction after the ceremony celebrated by a Catholic priest. If a Protestant 
pastor is willing to do this", the leadership of the church declares, "then 
“he upholds the Roman Catholic doctrine which according to our conviction is 
contrary to the Holy Scriptures and the Confession of the Reformers", 


The document, prepared by the church leadership, in agreement with many Cath~ 
olics expresses the hope that, since the Instruction of the Congregation 
for Church Doctrine on Mixed Marriages (formerly the Holy Office) has.so far 
only been released for trial and has not yet a full legal character, a modi- 
fication will be made which would take more clearly into account the 
decisions of the Vatican Council and would not be enacted without prelimi- 
nary ecumenical discussion. EPS, Geneva 
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PROTEST AGAINST NATIONALIZATION 
OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS IN PAKISTAN 


(Rawalpindi) - A commission of the Pakistan government, in a report to Presi- 
dent Mohammed Ayub Khan, protests against the natirnalization of Christian 
schocls in Pakistan. / 


In this report, the "Commission for Education and Welfare" refutes the accu- 
sations brought against Christian schools of having misused their educational 
activities for missionary efforts among non-Christian students. There are 
no proofs, the report states, to justify these accusations. 


In protesting against the nationalization of Christian schools, the Commission 
refers to the constitution of the country which grants all religious communi- 
ties the right to found and conduct schools. The nationalization of Christian 
schools, therefore, would be a violation of the constitution. The chairman 

of the Commission is Hamoodur Rahman, a Moslem and judge of the Supreme Court 
of Pakistan. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) has decided to create a permanent 
Christian Institute for Radio and Television in Nairobi. Starting its work 
in May, this institute will provide courses to prepare producers for the radio 
and television programmes in African and Asian countries. Applications have 
already been received from nine African countries as well as Madagascar, 
Lebanon, Jordan, India and the Philippines. 


* * * 


From 1952 to 1966 the number of Americans who consider themselves atheists 
has risen from 1,500,000 to 4 million, according to a poll carried out by the 
Catholic Digest. Furthermore, 97% of all Americans (as compared to 99% in 
1962) affirmed their belief in God. Among the Jewish population, the number 
of believers, according to the same study, has gone from 93% in 1952 to 84% 
in 1966. 


* * * 


The seventh Baptish Youth World Conference will be held in Berne, Switzerland, 
July 22-28, 1968, with more than 5,000 delegates from 60 countries attending, 
Baptist officials have announced in Washington, D.C. Gunnar Hogland of 
Chicago, youth secretary of the Baptist General Conference, and chairman of 
the International Youth Committee, said the 1968 theme will be "One World, 

One Lord, One Witness", 


* * * 


The Rt. Rev. Leslie Stradling, the Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, and Dr. 
B.M. Casper, the Chief Rabbi, were among church leaders who joined the Black 
Sash, a women's protest organization, in a silent demonstration outside the 
University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, “The demonstration was the last ~ 
in a series of five which the Black Sash has conducted in protest against the 
banning of people without charges being made against them, 


r.5esy * 


Dr. Ganse Little, pastor of Pasadena (Cal.) Presbyterian church since 1952 
was elected moderator of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA at the 
denomination's 178th General Assembly. 


* * * 


F 
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At the llth General Conference of UNESCO it was decided to admit the 
Christian Peace Conference (otherwise known as the Prague Peace Conference) 
to Category C relationship with the international organization. This 
category provides for mutual exchange of information. 


Fee See 


The first Jewish school to open in Germany since the ywational Socialist era 


is now functioning in Frankfurt/Main. The only Jewish school in Germany, 


built and maintained by the Jewish community in Frankfurt, provides, apart 
from standard curriculum subjects, daily courses in the Hebrew language and 
Jewish culture. The student body is not exclusively Jewish. 


* * * 


In Paris 500 people have participated in a consultation on the encounter of 
the three monotheistic religions. Representatives of Christianity, Islam 
and Judaism had been called together by the Roman Catholic Circle of St. 
John the Baptist. A lively discussion was provoked by an examination of 
the sacred texts which serve as a basis for each of the three. The con- 
sultation then examined the points which seemed essential to a future dia- 
logue: theological discussions based on the exegesis of these texts, joint 
studies of concrete situations, the adoption of a common approach to con- 
temporary problems in the name of mutually accepted human values. The 
participants also studied the roots of their differences. Father Danielou 
(Roman Catholic) pointed out that it was the person of Jesus, the funda- : 
mental cornerstone of the Christian faith, which would have to be the central 
point of any further discussion. 


* * * 


According to a report by Hellmut Reitzenstein, the Secretary for Conscien- 
tious Objectors in the Diaconal Service of the EKD (Evangelical Church in 
Germany), the use of conscientious objectors by the Evangelical Church in 
Germany in its diaconal institutions has proved to be, almost without 
exception, a successful experience. 4,157 of the 15,182 accepted consci~ 
entious objectors have accomplished their civilian service of 18 months. 

200 of the 1,500 conscientious objectors who worked in diaconal institutions 
have decided to make their career in this work, Only 53 of these 1,500 
young men "had to be transferred or punished". 


* * * 


The Rev. Dr. Luther A. Gotwald died at his home in New York City on May 5. 
He was 67. A missionary in India from 1921 to 1946, Dr. Gotwald was 
executive secretary of the United Lutheran Church in America Board of 
Foreign Missions from 1946 to 1952. He resigned that post to accept a 
call as executive secretary of the Division of Foreign Missions of the 
Naticnal Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, serving until he retired 
in July, 1963. 


* * * 


A chair for ecumenical matters has been created at the University of Helsinki. 
Its first occupant is Professor S.A.» Teinonen, a Lutheran theologian, An 
ecumenical society has also been founded in that city. According to Prof, 
Nikolainen (Lutheran) its task will be to support conferences and working 
parties through practical ecumenical.action, _ EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


CHRISTIAN LITERATURE FUND 
COMMITTER MEETS 


(Puidoux, Switzerland) - Fresh advances in the publishing and distribution 
of Christien literature around the world were charted this week by the 
twenty members of the Christian Literature Fund. 


The Fund Committee studied twenty-seven plans from Christian literature 
groups in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, It authorised grants totalling 
$160,700 (£57,400) end set aside $380,284 (£135,815) for projects still 
being studied. These plans and projects include; training of writers, 
distributors, production managers and editors: creation of national and 
regional literature centres; publishing of new books in a veriety of 
languages; study of literature needs in several countries and language 
areas; improvement of production of periodicals. 


The CLF members, who come from Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant 
churches in 16 different countries, centered their attention this year on 
Africa, India and the Middle Bast during the week-long meeting at Cret 
Bérard, retreat house of the Swiss Reformed Church at Puidoux, near 
Lausanne, Switzerland. : 


Among the specific projects they decided to support are: a new Orthodox 
Church literature centre serving the Middle East; the creation of litera- 
ture centres in Malawi, Eastern Africa and Tokyo, Japan; training in 
distribution procedures in Iran, Uganda and parts of India; new publishing 
ventures in India - in the Malayan, Tamil, and English languages, and at 
the Yaoundé Literature Centre in Cameroun, West Africa, in local African 
languages and French; training of writers in Hast Pakistan, Burma, Ghana, 
and East Africa. 


The CLF Committee was created by an action of the World Council of Churches's 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism at the request of literature socie- 
ties and committees in Europe and North America and of the churches in meny 
countries. It is working under a five-year mandate (1965-1970) to increase 
and improve the flow of Christian literature. The Fund itself is supplied 
by contributions from the churches or literature agencies of thirteen 

nations including Australia, Burma, Canada, Germany, Ghana, Great Britain, 
the Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, Switzerland, and the USA. Mr. Charles 
Gs Richards, pioneer literature leader in Hast Africa since 1935, is direc- 
tor of the Fund. 


In addition to its specific work on plans and projects the Christian 
Literature Fund Committee discussed subjects ranging from periodical pro- 
duction to audience research. 


The CLF group agreed that periodical publishing needed new planning and 
authorised a study of this field of literature during the next twelve 
months. It recognised the urgent need for new Chritian writing talent in 
all brances of literature, and for new research into the needs and demands 
for literature by Africans, Asians, and Latin Americans. It also urged 
more cooperation between Christian and secular publishers. 


One of the CLF members, Professor Jon Verkuyl of the Netherlands, told the 
group thet Christian literature programmes "should serve the mission of the 
Church in the widest sense of the word. It is not sufficient to produce 
only devotional literature, or to provide just prayer books and the material 
for worship", he said, "it is not enough to follow or revise Western 


handbooks". The Netherlands mission and literacy leader urged more 


(more ) 
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Christian material for lay persons and for the general public, covering not 
only Bible commentary 4nd study, theology and Christian ethics, but also 
politics and social and economic issues. "Christian literature programmes", 
Professor Verkuyl said, "have to do with the total Gospel and the total law 
for the total life". ; i ee 


Future plans include visits by the director to East Asia, the Middle East 
and Latin America, in order to work with local Christian groups on national 
and regional needs in literature. The full Committee will meet again next 
year, in the spring. 


Since the CLF Committee began its work in 1965 it has considered a total of 
fifty-nine plans and projects from more than twenty countries in Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America; it has granted or sarmarked almost $600,000 (over 
£214,000) for development of Christian literature in all stages from writing 
to selling. EPS, Genevas 
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MASS MOVEMENT BACK TO CHURCH 
REPORTED IN INDONESIA 


(Geneva) - The general secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
said on his return here from a three-week trip in Indonesia and the 
Philippines that last October's revolution in Indonesia and the violent anti- 
Communist reaction which followed had resulted in "unprecedented mass move— 
ments to the churches". 


Dr. Marcel Pradervand said that these events had had "a tremendous impact 

on the Indonesia people" and that "the hundreds of thousands of killings have 
compelled people to re-think the meaning of their lives". He reported: that 
mass baptisms of 250, 400 and 450, which took place while he travelled 
through Java. However, these mass conversions, he said, have not been 
without difficulty. "Some extreme Moslem groups have begun to react to 

them with threats of violence and other pressures." In one area where 2,500 
people had expressed their desire to join the church, 1,300 had withdrawn 
from preparation for baptism because of such threats. 


He noted that with 10 million members Indonesia has the largest concentration 
of Christians of any Asian country, and said that in his opinion "Indonesia 
holds the key to the Christian situation in Southeast Asia". 


Although the 10 million membership figure'represents only 10 per cent of the 
total population of Indonesia, he said, the role of Christians in the country 
is not limited to their statistical importance. Several, he noted, hold 
government cabinet posts. - . EPS, Geneva 


MAGAZINE ASKS METHODIST 
DEBATE ON CHURCH UNION 


(New York) - World Outlook, Methodist magazine published here, has endorsed 
the union of Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren churches in the USA 
as a step towards wider union, and called for full, open, and immediate 
debate among Methodists as to their position on church union. 


In an editorial titled "Foot Dragging or Soul Searching" in the June issue 
the magazine, a consistent supporter of ecumenism, ‘took to task architects 
of the proposed union with the EUB church, which will be voted on at simul- 
taneous General Conferences this November. 


"Debate of the proposal", it declared, "has been kept to a minimum and the 
general approach has been a meshing BE ecclesiastical structures rather than 
any searching examination of the nature of the Christian Church", 


However, the editorial said the Methodist-—-EUB union was not where the real | 
action is today in the church union movement. This, it said, is in the | 
Consultation: on Church Union which involves eight major U.S. churches. 


While The Methodist Church has. been represented in the negotiations it has 
been "not very active" and "we have been quietly assured by a’number of our 
leaders that the whole thing need not be taken too seriously". 

It continued: 


"The strategy in this seems clear. It was obviously the hope of some in The 
Methodist Church that the Consultation would die a natural death and that we 
could keep happy both those who wish church union and not offend those who are 
wedded to the denominational status quo. It is increasingly clear that this 
strategy has backfired ... and has served to stall off the debate that is 
necessary for The Methodist Church to make an intelligent decision in this 


matter." EPS, Geneva. 
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600 CATHOLIC INTELLECTUALS URGE 
CHANGE IN BIRTH-CONTROL TEACHING 


(Rome) - A group of 600 Roman Catholic intellectuals from Europe and the 
Americas has appealed for liberalisation of their church's teachings on 
birth control consistent with enlarged concepts of the nature of man and 
natural law. 


The appeal was addressed to "the magisterium of the church" - a term in- 
cluding both Pope Paul VI, all the bishops and the mixed commission of 
prelates, priests and laymen that is meeting here this month in an effort 
to draft a recommendation on the issue for the Pope. 


It argues that the church's present ruling that partial or total abstinence 
from sexual relations is the only licit means for limitation of fecundity 
is no longer justified either theologically or humanly. 


The appeal advances, as’urgent reasons for revision of the birth control 
ruling, the new forumlations of the nature of conjugal love accepted by the 
Second Vatican Council, the perils of unchecked "population explosion" to 
basic human values, and a concept of natural law that does not accept mere | 
biological function as an absolute. EPS, Genevar 


ALL BAPTISED ARE CHURCH MEMBERS, 
POPE TELLS PILGRIMS 


(Vatican City) - Pope Paul VI, speaking at his regular midweek general 
audience in St. Peter's Basilica, stressed that all baptised persons "are 
members of the Church, even if they are brothers separated from the Catholic 
unity". 


Devoting his address to the concept of belonging to the Church, the Pope 
said that "true unity is the deeply felt need of the religious order estab-— 
lished by Christ. 


"The Church is one and unique", he stated. "There are not many churches 
as such and sufficient to themselves. . The sovereign law of unity closely 
rules the religious society founded by our Lord. 


"It is towards this perfect and organic unity and the overcoming of obstacles 
in the way of full ecclesiastical communion that our ecumenical movement 
tends." EPS, Geneva 


NATIONAL COUNCIL, CATHOLIC DELEGATES 
HOLD FIRST FULL MEETING 


(New York) - Representatives of the National Council of Churches (USA) and 
the Catholic Bishops! Commission for Eoumenical Affairs at their first full 
meeting discussed a broad spectrum of topics ranging from mixed marriages to 
peace. 


While the meeting was described as "a very encouraging one held in a very 
good atmosphere", no public statement was issued*at its conclusion. 


The working group brought together Orthodox, Anglicans, and Protestants 
representing the NCC with a Roman Catholic delegation composed of bishops, 
priests, and laymen. EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN LUTHERANS ORGANISE 
AGAINST "MODERN THEOLOGY" 


(Hannover) - An Action Committee for Bible and Confession has been formed 
by pastors of the Lutheran territorial Church of Hannover who are alarmed 
about the direction being taken by modern theology. 


The move was the latest of several in the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) 
to organise the growing opposition to such trends as reflected by Rudolf 
Bultmann's "demythologising" of the New Testament. 


The Hannover group sent to all the pastors of the church a statement signed 
by 58 clergymen stressing the need to counteract the "threatening dissolution 
of Christian faith through the so-called modern theology by sounding our 
veto based on Scripture and confession and thus strengthen the faith of 
confused parishioners". 


A few weeks earlier, 100 of the 250 pastors of the Lutheran Church of 
Brunswick established a similar action committee and issued an 18—-point 
declaration "on the doctrine and the mission of the Church". 


Meanwhile the "No Other Gospel" confessional movement, which is also cam- 
paigning against the "alarming falsification of the Gospel", announced it 
will broaden its activities to become a supraregional group for all of West 
Germany. It scheduled another mass meeting at Siegen (Westphalia) in 
October, similar to a rally held recently in Dortmund. EPS, Geneva 


JOINT CHURCH APPEAL IN USA 
FOR INDIA FAMINE RELIEF 


(New York) - Protestants, Orthodox and Roman Catholics in the United States 
have issued their first joint national appeal by radio and television and 
the press on behalf of famine victims in India. ; 


The campaign was launched by Church World Service of the National Council of 
Churches and Catholic Relief Service of the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference. They acted in response to an appeal to Pope Paul VI and the 
World Council of Churches. 


Both agencies have since taken steps to increase their feeding programmes in 
India in an effort to help meet the famine emergency. On May 5, the two 
agencies jointly chartered a vessel to ship 20,000 tons of U.S. government— 
donated wheat from Galveston, Texas to Bombay, India. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS IN UGANDA CHART 
TEN-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLANS 


(Kampala) - In an effort to make its mission more relevant in rapidly— 
developing Uganda, the Church of Uganda and Rwanda and Burundi (Anglican) 
has announced plans for a ten-year development plan to be drawn up in owG 
five-year phases. 


Described as a "bold new step", the plan calls for establishment of a 
Secretariat and Provisional Advisory Board which will be charged with develop- 
ment of more effective administrative machinery. A major aim will be co- 
ordination of the work of several branches of the church, 


A first step will be coordination of all training for the ordained ministry. 
Effective January 1967 all such training will be carried out in one college - 
Bishop Tucker Theological College at Mukono. EPS, Geneva 
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MINDOLO NAMES 
NEW PRINCIPAL 


(Kitwe, Zambia) - Mr. Charles Fisher, chairman of the Board of Governors 
of the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation, has announced the appointment of Mr. 
Wilfrid Grenville-Grey as the new principal of the Mindolo Ecumenical Centre. 


Mr. Grenville-Grey, 36, has been a resident of Central Africa since 1956 
and since 1963 has been a member of the staff of the Centre as the first 
director for the national development programme. In this position he has 
been responsible for organising short resident courses for business men, 
trade union leaders and others, as well as weekend retreats and conferences 
for the ministers and laymen of the churches of Zambia. A lay representa- 
tive in the Provincial Synod of the Anglican Church of Central Africe, he 
serves on the Anglican committee which is seeking closer links with the 
United Church of Zambia. EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARY SAYS CONGO WORK 
STRONGER AFTER CIVIL WAR 


(Indianapolis, Ind.) —- Mission work in the Republic of Congo actually bene- 
fitted in some ways by the civil upheaval and rebel activity there, according 
to the missions administrator for Africa of the Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ). 


Dr. Robert G. Nelson, recently returned from a three-month ll-nation survey 
of the continent, said the temporary withdrawal of American missionaries from 
Congo during the crisis stimulated self-support of the church by Congolese. 


He said the ability of African leaders to administer their own churches has 
enabled the Disciples to move missionaries frequently and seize new oppor— 


tunities. However, Dr. Nelson said, in two countries in which he visited - 
South Africa and Angola - the prospects are dim because of political re- 
pression. EPS, Geneva 


ADDITIONAL ‘VOLUNTEERS 
FOR VIETNAM . 


(New York) - Twenty-six more volunteers will soon join the 29 already serving 
under Vietnam Christian Service, Church World Service of the National Council 
of Churches in.the USA, reports. Recruited by CWS, Lutheran World Relief, 
and the Mennonite Central Committee, they will join teams at work in Saigon, 
Pleiku, Danang, Nha Trang, and other areas in South Vietnam, giving medical 
and social assistance to thousands of refugees. 


Most of the volunteers are experienced professionals in medical and social 
welfare work, They also include agriculturalists, engineers and construc-— 
tion specialists, mechanics, and home economics specialists. EPS, Geneva 


RHODESIA BARS ENTRY 
BY EPISCOPAL PRIEST 


(Lusaka, Zambia) - A representative of the Episcopal Diocese of California who 
was planning to spend five months on a church mission in Rhodesia was de- ‘ 
Cclared a "prohibited immigrant" and was forced to leave the country after one 
days 


Canon Trevor Hoy, returning here after his expulsion, said he believed he was 
expelled because he would heave been working closely with Anglican Bishop 
Kenneth J. Fs Skelton of Matabeleland, an outspoken critic of Rhodesian 
Premier Ian Smith's social polisies and the unilateral declaration of inde- 

_ pendence from Great Britain. ; EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES TO SHARE ONE EXHIBIT 
AT MONTREAL EXPO-67 


(London) - For the first time in the more than century during which world's 
fairs have been held, the Christian churches will combine their efforts in 
putting up one "Christian pavilion" at the Expo-67 scheduled next year on 
islands in the St. Lawrence River opposite Montreal, 


Meeting last week in London, the four leaders of the project - the Baptist 
chairman, the Jesuit representative of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Montreal, the city's Anglican dean, and a Lutheran pastor - told the exciting 
story of this exercise in unity. 


The dean, Dr. William Bothwell, claimed boldly that the pavilion would be the 
"first concrete example of ecumenical action for a thousand years" — his date- — 
line had been 1054, year of mie tenes split between the churches of East and 
West. 


The Jesuit, Father Irénée Beaubien, underlined the achievement: so that Roman 
Catholics could join in the venture, the Canadian bishops had persuaded Rome, 
he said, that for the first time this century in world exhibitions there should 
be no separate Vatican Pavilion but one only for all Christians. 

EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIANS! ROLE IN INDUSTRY, 
LAY TRAINING STUDIED BY ASIA CONFERENCE 


(Kyoto, Japan) - In a hotel located high above the old imperial city of Kyoto 
on a mountain long revered as "the cradle of Japanese culture", 51 delegates 
from 17 nations have met for eight days of discussion of the role of Christ- 
ians in industry and lay training. 


Sponsored by the Bast Asia Christian Conference, the meeting brought together 
a cross-section of Asian Chris'tians, pastors and laymen, who with the guidance 
of economists, theologians, and labour union leaders, made a concentrated 
study of the various levels of industrial development in Asia, the tensions 
for Christian minorities caught in rapid social change, and the human problems 
created as advanced technology invades predominantly rural areas. 


A report said the conference emphasis was on "the new humanity, and the re- 
covery of a deep consciousness of the whole ‘laos! of God". EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN LEADER REJECTS 
UNIFORMITY OF DOCTRINE 


(Frankfurt) - The head of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) said in a 
radio broadcast here that attempts to produce uniformity in Christian doctrine 
would be an "obstacle to unity and to the fellowship of all believers". 


President Kurt Scharf of Berlin said that it was a mistake to deplore theo- 
logical differences because’ they were indicative of signs of life in the 
Church. He said such attempts in the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches 
had meant that "the Word of God has lost the direct significance for the 
world it might have had". EPS, Geneva 
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CONGREGATIONAL UNION BECOMES 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 


(London) - After more than 500 years of "independency" and over 130 years of 
voluntary association in a "Congregational Union", the Congregational churches 
of Bngland and Wales, by an overwhelming vote, resolved to become "The Congre- 
gational Church in England and Wales". This was followed by a service in 
which the churches solemnly covenanted together. 


Shortly before the action was taken the secretary, the Rev. John Huxtable, in 
an allusion to the "Great Ejection" in 1662 of the original non-conforming 
clergy which led to the formation of the Congregational and other Free 
Churches, pledged himself and other leaders of the church against a "second 
ejection" of opponents of the new church. 


He said that over the next four years, a consultation, with representatives of 
‘the 46 churches which on grounds of conscience had refused to join the new 
church, will seek some form of mutually acceptable associate relationship. 


At the same Assembly the London Missionary Society and the Commonwealth 
Missionary Society, both sustained largely by their close but unofficial 
relationship with Congregational churches, became an integral part of the » 
new Congregational Church. 


One of the first acts of this new church was to reinforce and carry further 
its decision to seek union with the Presbyterian Church of England. 
EPS, Geneva 


EKID SAYS PRESIDENT MUST BE 
FREE TO VISIT BAST 


(Berlin) - A communiqué issued by the Evanglical Church in Germany (EKID) at 
the conclusion of a two-day meeting here said that "for ecclesiastical 
reasons" it was "imperative to overcome the difficulties" which prevent EKID 
president Bishop Kurt Scharf from visiting the part of his diocese which lies 
in Bast Berlin and East Gexymany. 


Bishop Scharf, who has headquarters in West Berlin, is forbidden by DDR 
authorities to enter the East. 


The communiqué said all efforts must be made to break down prejudice between 
the two sections of Germany and promote the exchange of information and 
contacts, EP, Geneva 


PROPOSED HUNGARIAN CHURCH LAW 
UNDERLINES SUPPORT OF STATE 


(Budapest) - A "solemn declaration" of gratitude that. God has "liberated our 
- country and our church from expolitation by feudalism and capitalism", is 
contained in the preface of a new Code of Church Law to be debated at the 
' forthcoming Synod meeting of the Lutheran Church of Hungary. 


The preface states that the church, "in accordance with Reformation tradition, 
participates in the nation's work for a better and more humane life, in the 
spirit of mutual confidence and understanding". EPS, Geneva 
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SWISS GROUP SEEKS 
END TO DISCRIMINATORY LAWS 


(Berne) - Some sixty Swiss citizens, several of them holding high government 
posts, acting in their private capacities, have been meeting here for the 
past several months to draft a revision of the articles of the Swiss Consti- 
tution which deal with restrictions of practices of religious minorities. 


The group, led by Reto Caratsch, prominent Swiss journalist, consists primar- 
ily of Protestants, but also includes Old Catholics, Roman Catholics, and 
Jews. 


It was formed largely because of the group's irritation at the snail's pace 
of official government groups studying proposals for re-drafting of the. 
articles dealing with the various religious faiths in Switzerland. 


The new draft as made public last week would virtually abolish all forms of 
legally-sanctioned religious discrimination in Switzerland. 


Notably it would permit Jesuits to work in the country and the establishment 
of new Roman Catholic convents. It would also revoke certain regulations 
concerning Jewish dietetic laws. ' 


While the group has no official standing, 12 of its members are “national 
counsellors" and five are members of the Federal government, so there is 

some optimism that its recommendations may eventually be of effect in pro- 
ducing a revision of the laws. EPS, Geneva 


GENEVA CHURCH ASKS FISCHER 
SENTENCE REPEAL 


(Geneva) - The official organization of the Geneva churches has protested 
against the life-sentence of South African apartheid-fighter Abraham Fischer 
as a "flagrant violation of basic human rights" and called for his immediate 
release from prison. 


The conviction of Fischer and the entire issue it raises with regard to 
apartheid is so serious that "we cannot remain silent", declared the 
Executive Council of the Consistory of the National Protestant Church. 


"The racial discrimination which underlies the sentence imposed on Abraham 
Fischer, and on most of the Africans arrested on political charges in South 
Africa is radically opposed to the basic principles of the Christian faith." 


Fischer was convicted on the charge of conspiracy under the Suppression of 
Communism Act on May 9, and sentenced to life imprisonment. EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLICS APPROVE A 
PROTESTANT BIBLE FOR COMMON USE 


(Boston) - The "common Bible" long desired by ecumenical-minded Protestants 
and Roman Catholics, and proposed at the Vatican Council has becomea reality. 


Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, gave his official approval, 
or imprimatur, to the Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha, first 
published by the Oxford Press in 1962. The text is that of the Revised 
Standard Version, which was authorised by the National Council of Churches in 
1951. 


The approval by Cardinal Cushing means that Catholics everywhere are free to 
use the approved edition on nonliturgical matters, such as Bible readings, 

and Bible study groups. Thus it means that the Revised Standard Version, 

with no changes in the text, has been given official Catholic sanction. 
However, no text, even though given a bishop's imprimatur, may be used in ae 
official Roman Catholic liturgical’ worship until it had received the pero 
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TALKS WITH EPISCOPALIANS 
APPROVED BY CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 


(Edinburgh) - By a margin so slender - 245 to 222 ~ that it brought gasps 
and cries of re-count from delegates the General Assembly of the Church of 
scotland has voted to set up a joint committee with representatives of the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland to continue talks on unity. 


The action gives authority for establishment of a 20-man delegation to a new 
joint committee which would explore the way to a single national church in 
scotland in full communion with a United Church in England - the church's 
declared goal. 


In addition the vote approved the appointment of ten others as a panel to 
meet periodically to keep up the conversations with similar panels of the 
Church of England and the Presbyterian Church of England. 


(The day following the action the Inter-Church Relations Committee of the 
Scottish Hpiscopal Church issued a statement in which it'warmly welcomed 
the opportunity of growing together as fellow Christians in the furtherance 
of the Gospel in our land". ) 


in another session the Assembly took the historic decision to admit women 

as elders of the church. The vote by an overwhelming majority ended 

a 34-year controversy within the church and defeated twin amendments that 
the proposal be rejected outright or referred back to Kirk sessions. 

EPS, Geneva. 


SWISS REFORMED CHURCH 
STATEMENT ON MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Morat, Switzerland) — The Synod of the Reformed Evangelical Church of 
Fribourg in session here has urged its members preparing to marry Roman 
Catholics to stand firm in obeying their own consciences when required: to 
make either written or oral promises about rearing their children in the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


The Synod resolution said such advice was necessary in view of the fact that 
while the Roman Catholic Church no longer excommunicates a member whose 
Marriage is consecrated in the Reformed Church, it continues to regard such 
Marriages as "invalid" and to all intents and purposes excludes the Catholic 
partner from communion. 


The resolution also declared that as long as the Roman Catholic Church 
refuses to permit one of its clergymen to take part in a marriage solemnised 
in a. Reformed church it will not permit its clergy to take part in ceremonies 
‘in Roman Catholic churches. It expressed the hope that the Eucharist would 
not be celebrated at mixed marriages in Roman Catholic churches because it 
tends to stress the fact that the Protestant partner is not a full parti- 
Cipant in the ceremony, EPS, Geneva 
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NCC SUPPORTS 
DELTA MINISTRY 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches policy-making General Board 
has lined up solidly behind the "purpose and direction" of its Mississippi 
Delta Ministry on the condition that there be an "overhaul" of its Mages shen? 
and administrative procedures. 


The action ended speculation that the NCC would take steps to curtail acti- 
vities of the Ministry - a long-range relief and rehabilitation programme 
in Mississippi, which has been both highly praised and severely criticised 
for its activist methods. 


This criticism led to the formation last December ae a LO—nember ConmiGtes 
to evaluate the work of the Ministry. 


The Board accepted the committee's recommendation that a new statement be 
drawn up to clarify the purpose of the project and that there be an admini- 
strative overhaul, especially in financial controls. 


Officials said that last year the Delta Ministry exceeded its budget by 
$161,000. Total expenses were $449,000. 


The’ council leaders refused, however, to go along with the committee's 
recommendation that the project abandon its facilities at Mt. Beulah, Miss., 
as an economy move. im 


Rather, after approving a $300,000 budget for the current fiscal year, they 
voted to encourage member churches and other interested organizations to 
pledge new funds for the civil rights work. 


In doing so, the board affirmed its confidence in the "purpose and direction 
of the Delta Ministry". 


In other sessions the Boards: 


- Affirmed "with utmost solemnity" a policy. statement on Vietnam adopted 
last December. The statement urged cessation of bombing of North Vietnam 
in order to create a climate more favourable to peace talks, asked the 
United Nations to convene a peace conference, and called for a phased with— 
drawal of American troops if andwhen they can be replaced by international 
peace-keeping forces, 


- Adopted a policy statement urging a stepped-up drive to eradicate illit- 
eracy. The statement called attention to the fact that more than 8 million’ 
Americans over 25 years of age have less than five years of formal schooling. 


- Adopted the first policy statement on marriage and family life ever put 
forth jointly by representatives of U.S. Protestant, Orthodox, Roman Catholic, 
and Jewish faiths. Prepared by an inter-faith committee, the statement 
declared that powerful and pervasive social conditions threaten to undermine 
human dignity, marriage, and family life in America and called for renewed 
emphasis by religious leaders, in cooperation with all men of good will, in 
creating a healthier social situation. 


- Announced plans for a new six-point drive to awaken and inform American 
Christians and the general public on urgencies in international situations. 
The plan calls for asystematic and extensive study programme to be launched 
through various agencies of the NCC. A part of it is the NCC's Priority 
Programme for Peace" announced in February to be headed by the Rev. Dr. 
Robert S. Bilheimer, former senior minister of the Central Presbyterian 
Church, Rochester, N.eY¥., and former associate general secretary and director 
of the Study Division of the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 
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His Eminence Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, marked his eighty-fifth birthday on May 28. A 
message from Dr. WeA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, expressed gratitude for tue work "carried out under your leader- 
ship which has contributed so greatly to the creation of a fraternal relation- 
ship between the Roman Catholic Church and the churches in the World Council", 


BE oS 6a rae 


Fourteen Canadian and American pastors will fly to Japan on June 23 to begin 
@ six-week special evangelistic effort with Kyodan (United Church of Christ) 
pastors in the Tohoku A BEs OF of northern Honshu. 


a ey 


An initial consignment of 250 midwifery kits for use in Vietnamese villages 
is now on its way to Saigon, as the first part of a material aid programme 
being underwritten by the Australian Council of Churches. Within three 
‘months it is expected that 1000 midwifery kits and replacements will be in 
the hands of Vietnamese village nurses. 


en Rie Gihe 


The Canada Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren Church has voted 
twice for union with the United Church of Canada. Fifty-six. per cent of 
EUB delegates to the annual meeting in Milverton, Ont., voted to unite with 
the United Church if the EUB church in the USA joins The Methodist Church. 
there. Fifty-two per cent favoured union even if the U.S. union does nov 
materialize. 


Ay ge tek eee 


Four Yugoslav builders have arrived in Britain to start work on. a £52,000 
Serbian Orthodox church to be built in Birmingham. The men, all specialists 
‘in church building, have been brought to Britain because British contractors, 
unfamiliar with the intricate Byzantine style in which the church has heen 
designed, were reluctant to undertake the job. 


Ae Lei Or ae 


Support of a medical missionary to India or Nigeria will,be undertaken by the 
2,404 baptized members of the Nihon Lutheran Church, Japan, according to the 
decision of the annual delegate conference of the church. 


EE ee ae 


-A union of the Roman Catholic St. Martin's Council on Human Relations and 
the Atlanta chapter of the unofficial Episcopal Society for Cultural and — 
Racial Unity (ESCRU) has been urged by The Georgia Bulletin, official weekly 
of the Catholic Atlanta archdiocese. Its current issue said that: such a ° 
union would be a test of how seriously Christians take their declarations on 

"unity and service to the world", i 


About 2, 5250: Bibles were sold. during a six-month inaugural tour in Tarvziarli a by 
a new Soripture van received from German Protestants, Most of the Bibles 
sold were copies of the Swahili version put out by the British and Foreign eh: 
Bible Society and approved by Tanzania's Roman Catholic hierarchy. 
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The Reformed Episcopal Church (USA) has elected its first Negro bishop. 
Named at the denomination!s 38th triennial General Council was the Rev. Sanco 
King Rembert, rector of Israel Reformed Church in Charleston, S.C. 


ey ites Roi: 


Christian leaders in the Holy Land have conferred with the mayor and deputy 
mayor of Jerusalem, Israel, concerning recent acts of violence against 
Christian schools, cemeteries and other institutions, Following the meeting, 
it was reported that the city officers had promised all-possible help to halt 
the attacks. The violence was believed to be the work of juvenile delin- 
quents and in no way stemmed from opposition to Christian missions, as have 
some past demonstrations, 


x * * 


The American Lutheran, an independent monthly edited in New York by churchmen 
of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, has urged the Synod to take up without 
delay the question of its membership in the Lutheran World Federation. 
Missouri is by far the largest Lutheran church in the world outside the LWF, 


re ae tea 


In a joint pastoral letter the Roman Catholic hierarchy of Ghana has called 
for a review of the entire life of the church in Ghana and the start of a 
council that would include the active participation of all Catholics, The 
bishops emphasized the need for special lessons and courses in Christian social 
doctrine in all schools and organizations and stressed the importance of 
improving relations with other Christians and with Moslems. 


* * * 


The Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church, a member of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, and Nihon Lutheran Church, affiliated with the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, have officially extended altar and pulpit fellowship to each other, 


x % * 


Freedom of religion is promised in the constitution of Guyana, new nation in 
northeastern South America, which received its Sie St awee: from Britain on 
May 26. 


CN iy IR cs 


The Spanish Supreme Court has declared itself incompetent to rule on the case 
of a conscientious objector, who is a member of Jehovah's Witnesses, who refused 
his draft call. It held that the case must be judged by a military court, 
because the C.0. since his call to the service was mas! effect. on OLE auty, 
and was thus peed ee toa ‘court marvial, 


* * * 


An ecumenical Lutheran congregation has been established at Stanford University 
California, which will include non-Lutherans in its voting membership and on 
its church council. Known as University Lutheran Church at Stanford, the 
congregation's constitution permits a communicant member of any Christian 
church to be admitted as a voting member while retaining membership in his 

home church and denomination. 


ee So esate 


Maryknoll Fathers in Kyoto have opened a new cultural institute for the 
establishment of a Buddhist—Christian dialogue. EPS; Geneva 


ia 
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The Congo Protestant Council reports that it has now been able to send its 
first shipment of relief goods from Leopoldville to Paulis since the summer 
of 1964. Paulis is in the heart of what has been one of the most troubled 
areas in the Congo. The shipment amounted to nearly 16 tons of relief 

goods including food, milk, bandages, blankets, and used clothing and a small 
amount of medicines. 


* * * 


. About 200 Christians in Great Britain of all denominations spent the three 


days of the Whitsun holiday on a "pilgrimage for peace", on behalf of the 
Christian Group of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. They followed on 
foot the route from Southwark Cathedral in South London to the mother church 
of Anglican Christendom at Canterbury - a distance of 56 miles. The 


'pilgrimage was led by clergy of all denominations and consisted largely of 


young people, most.of whom were students. 


¥ * * 


The Italian Council of Ministers has approved and will submit to Parliament 

a proposal to relax the current ban on the dissemination of birth control 
information. The decision came during a cabinet meeting on June l. 

Several other proposals to "reform and streamline" the code of police laws 
which came into force during the fascist régime were also approved. Present 
birth control law does not forbid the sale of birth control devices; but 
makes public support of propaganda favouring such practices illegal. 


7 * * 


The American Film Festival of the Education Film Library Association (EFLA) 
has awarded a Blue Ribbon to the filmstrip, From Oxcart to the Moon, at a 
ceremony .in New York. Chosen from among 100 entries the film was produced 
by the Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA for the U.S. Conference of the World Council - 
of Churches and made in cooperation with the WCC, Geneva. It depicts con- 
temporary man in Southeast Asia trying to span the chasm between the old 
culture and the new technological culture, and the presence and purpose of 
the Church in these changes. The filmstrip may be purchased in the USA 
through the U.S. Conference of the WCC or the nearest Presbyterian 
Distribution Service, and outside the USA through the WCC, Geneva. 


* * ¥* 


The Protestant Churches! Medical Association in Kenya has joined with Roman 


‘Catholic leaders in asking for an urgent meeting with officials from the 


Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Finance to discuss the serious finan- 
Cial position in which many church hospitals now find themselves. 


*% * * 


The Friends Mission Primary School at Mitambile on the island of Pemba has 
been nationalised by the danzibar Government, according to Target, the 
Christian newspaper published in Nairobi. It said reports from the island 
said that armed soldiers surrounded the school and confiscated all the assets 
including petty cash. The Friends School was the only independent school © 
on the island. It had a good record in the Secondary entrance examination. 


* * * 


Italy's first Lutheran church building for a purely Italian-speaking con- 
gregation was dedicated at Torre Annunziata, near Naples, on May 22, 


* * * 
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The General Assembly of the Swiss Association of Military Chaplains has 
declared itself in agreement with a proposal to introduce alternative 
civilian service for conscientious objectors. 


"% ca * 


A "World Youth Conference" will be held at the Protestant brotherhood com-= 
munity at Taizé, France, September 2 to 5. Delegates from various con- 
fessions in the developing countries and Europe will seek new opportunities 
for.practical commitment. 


* * * 


For the first time Roman Catholic observers have been invited to attend the 
meeting of the World Methodist Council, to be held in London, August 18 to 26. 
The Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity has appointed Canon’ 
Anthony Hulme of the diocese of Bedford, England, and Mr. Daniel Meaney, 

a layman from Texas, USA, who is a member of the Episcopal Commission of the 
USA, to attend the meeting. 


* * * 


Members and consultants of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity will.meet in plenary session June 6 - 15 in Rome, to discuss comments © 
by the national Bishops! Conferences on the draft Directory containing the 
practical norms for ecumenical activity by Roman Catholics. 


% % % 


The annual meeting of the Christian Council of Kenya has sent a letter to 
President Mzee Jomo Kenyatta thanking him for "the admirable way in which 
he has handled the affairs of the Republic and the Government of Kenya" and 
for "the way in which he contained the recent political situation". 


¥ % % 
The Roman Catholic hierarchy of Argentina meeting in Buenos Aires has issued 
a statement expressing support of "the spirit of the Vatican Council" and 


calling for "healthy freedom of conscience", cooperation between Roman 
Catholics and other Christians and various social reforms. 


ie * * 
Roman Catholic clergy in Kenya, Malawi, dambia, and Uganda are collaborating 


in a series of meetings to plan ways of implementing the recommendations of 
the Second Vatican Council. EPS, Geneva 


* * % 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 

1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 33 3400 

CABLES “OIKOUMENE’ 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U, S. ENQUIRIES : 


WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


Published Weekly 


No. 19/33rd Year 16th June, 1966 


Contents 


First interconfessional Indian peace conference .« 5s « « » « 
U.S. church leaders outraged by Meredith shooting ...». -« 
Churchmen active in new committee formed to study 
yo eens POL TOY ‘birwi eel edi akhee, ee ele wt te, pet op eee te Pe eke 
Boesions still seen: nee@ed) Tia. Enda) sta lature! veo ielbee Were elle Ug 
Pope. postpones Council decrees on church reform . . ...«-«. 
Congregationalists welcomeAnglicans to Australian union 
Meee Lay LORE. 6. sn.) 6 Pet ee we 61 ay was ee ey, what teens? alae tink ie 
; "Sexual revolution" study asked by church conference’ .. .« 
Lutheran theologian urges return to Roman Catholic 
OTe 9 TFS a el he Re TS Wah eS AL WP at petal Seb leh ke 
Scottish Free Church turns down union talk bid . 2. « « « 
Toronto conference requests church to accept alcoholics, 
PR MOBSRWA Les: 7s ce. aly ey ee. A oe maha Weel eee he he nek eae ae 
Maes WGhUPrCnes aid: Mi sgl ssi 01 (1: ja ectse' leila ehan ek cet el eeao Se 
Cuergyman-bO10, tO leave Ghang’ se: 6 ie eis & iw cele as Ve iee ce. fe 
Pee TO Conrenhes 17) SOUGH APT Ca. ss peetueg can te Ree et ira ee 
DDR churches reported eager to take responsible role in 
Live eee SOL OM! eae SoG odie waa Uw Cates Center See Lapin det nitive) cop et ie Oy, 
- WOC leaders visit Ecumenical Patriarchate « .« « « « s+ s« 7 
Canadian Presbyterians approve ordination of women .«... | 
Dissident archbishops challenge Patriarch of Antioch .«.. 8 
Bishop Lilje critical of "Protestant council" proposal .. 8 
9 
| 
) 


On OV OV ON WVU we BW WN Po 


Protesting priests suspended in Soviet . 2 « « « s+ e « @ 
Prayer for Republic refused by dean 2. 6 ve ee te 8 sw 
French churches protest new nuclear testS « « s « « « « « e« 
Polish authorities urge break with cardinal « . « » « » « » 1O 
East African churches discuss new pace toward union. .... 10 
Spanish R.C,-Protestant meeting condemns proselytism ... Il 
Reformed CGhurch. vote on China. “elie: ese al al Merle gel re! ot et ob 
Hospital, church dedicated by Russian church leader in 

Wed Vee Bia ee 6 SS los etek ee ep ara ta Seat nee eet or ae tee wate oe 
New Orthodox Centre to be opened in Geneva . ...«+«-s+ + 12 
Fo vylase, |) en NOPE inher a PRS Take ai tyly ike apse hod ery ays oe Se 


Published weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


The aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
vements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. BPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


No. 19 = 16th June, 1966 e 


FIRST INTERCONFESSIONAL 
INDIAN PHACE CONFERENCE 


(Bombay ) ~ An interconfessional peace conference sponsored by Indian 
Christians has called upon American, British, French, and Russian churches 
to appeal to their governments to explore the possibilities of development 
of a multi-lateral nuclear defence guarantee for India. 


Declaring that with the emergence of China as a nuclear power the question 
of India's joining the nuclear arms race has become "a live issue", the 
conference said, however, that were India to seek to join the "nuclear club", 
it would mean a vast dislocation of its efforts to build the economy and 
eradicate poverty and hunger. 


Therefore the Western nuclear powers and Russia should "recognize their 
responsibility for our dilemma and take positive steps to ensure the 
necessary assurance for our security and that of the people of Asia". 


The five-day conference attended by 50 delegates was sponsored by Protestant, 
Orthodox, and Roman Catholic groups from India including the National ~~ 
Christian Council of India, the Orthodox Syrian Church, the Indian Social 
Institute, the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society, 

and the (Roman) Catholic Union of India, The conference theme was "Peace 
with Justice and Charity". _ It, was the first such conference of its scope 
ever held on an interconfessional basis in India. 


In another statement the conference urged the Indian government to satisfy © 
some political aspirations of the snsste and MLZOB vis opposed their demands 
Lor separation from the unison. © 


The resolution said that the two states - both of which have sizeable 
Christian majorities - have "a great stake in the, country; their development 
and the achievement, of their objectives can be fully accomplished in inde- 
pendent India., Any other solution would be suicidal for the Nagas and 

Mizos themselves," 


A resolution dealing with India's "food crisis" called upon the government 
to take severe measures against hoarders, making it a criminal offence 
punishable both by fine and imprisonment. 


Efforts to solve the food problem should be put. on a "war footing", it said, 
but noted that "the ultimate solution lies in improving India's food proe 
duction", 


A related resolution recommended that as a measure to curb India's population 
growth the legal age of marriage for girls be raised to 18 and for boys to 
21, and that special education programmes on responsible parenthood be 

ee tad. 


An important result. of the conference was agreement to establish the All 
Indian Christian Union. It listed among its aims social, economic, and 
political justice for all individuals and groups to whom it is denied, and 
international peace, justice, and goodwill. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. CHURCH LEADERS 
OUTRAGED BY MEREDITH SHOOTING 


(New York) - U.S. church leaders have responded with outraged indignation to 
news of the shooting from ambush of Negro integrationist leader James Meredith 
on June 6 near Hernando, Mississippi, during his internationally publicized 
"March on Mississippi", 


Episcopalians, representing 16 southern dioceses, called upon all Christians 
"to work for the creation of an atmosphere in which all men are free to exer- 
cise their rights and to move about our countryside in safety". 


Dr. Benjamin F. Payton, director of the National Council of Churches! Com- 

mission on Religion and Race, declared that the "treacherous act reminds us 
once again that we have only just set out on our halting march as a nation 

toward justice and equal opportunity". 


The United Presbyterian Commission on Religion and Race declared that "the 

tragic and almost predictable assault on James Meredith in Mississippi lays 
upon the Congress the urgent responsibility to pass quickly the administra- 
tion's civil rights bill", 


Meanwhile the five civil rights groups supporting the March, including the 
Mississippi Delta Ministry of the National Council of Churches, issued a 
statement on the objectives of the March declaring it would be a "massive 
public indictment" of American society, the federal government and Mississippi 
for their "failure" in the racial justice movement in the South. 


They said they want President Johnson to send Federal voting registrars into 
600 Southern counties and to ask Congress for a "freedom budget" involving 
"billions" in aid for low-income Negroes. 


In addition, they demanded that Congress pass the President's civil rights 
bill, but with sweeping amendments. The amendments would require states and 
counties to hire Negro law enforcement officers and put Negroes on jury lists 
in direct proportion to their population ratio. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHMEN ACTIVE IN NEW COMMITTEE 
FORMED TO STUDY U.S.-CHINA POLICY 


(New York) - A new group calling itself the "National Committee on U.S.-China 
Relations", which includes several leading religious figures in its member~ 
ship, has been organized here to provide means "through which the current 
public discussion on U.S.-China Pitt can be maintained at the eee level 
of sophistication", 


As stated by the. group of prominent business, labour, academic, and church 
leaders, at a press conference announcing the committee, the endeavour is 
not aimed at advocating policy proposals but at encouraging a "national 
dialogue" out of which a consensus may emerge "as to whether any modifica-— 
tions in our existing policies are desirable". 


Churchmen on the committee include: Dr. John C. Bennett, president of Union 
Theological Seminary, New York; Methodist Bishop D.H. Tippett of San 
Francisco; and Dr. Maurice N. Eisendeath, Shih ak of the Union of American 


Hebrew Congregations. EPS, Geneva 


q 
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MISSIONS STILL SEEN 
NEHDED IN INDIA 


(New York) - The Rev. Telfer Mook, Southern Asia secretary of the United 
Church of Christ, said on his return here from a trip to India that while 
major changes are in order in mission work the Indian government would wel- 
come missionaries if they worked in cooperation with whe government's pro- 
gramme. 


He noted, for instance, that the government is increasingly taking responsi- 
‘bility for the elementary and to seme extent the secondary school programmes 
maintained by Christian mission groups, but that an essential mission respon- 
sibility ccntinues in the field of higher education, 


In addition he said "the Indian government is counting on us (Christian 
missions) to pioneer in meeting some of the peripheral needs", Seme of the 
ventures which brought enthusiastic response from Indian government leaders 
with whom he talked, he said, were rehabilitation projects for blind adults, 
special schools for the handicapped, and nurseries for working mothers. 


Both Rcman Catholic and Protestant groups have had difficulty in recent years 
in getting foreign missionary personnel into India. Visas for new mission- 
aries were exceedingly difficult to procure and sometimes missionaries of 
long standing had trouble re-entering the country after furloughs at home. 

In 1964, the total number of foreign missionaries in India was 4,320. This 
figure did not include missionaries from other British Commonwealth nations, 
for whom it is easier to enter the country. EPS, Geneva 


POPE POSTPONES COUNCIL 
DECREES ON CHURCH REFORM 


(Vatican City) - Pope Paul has postponed the dates of five Vatican Council 
decrees that were to have become effective June 29. 


In a papal letter,"Munus Apostolicum" (the apostolic office): the Pope said 
the five decrees would be introduced into the life of the Roman Catholic 
Church gradually, in some cases under new regulations tied to the reform of 
the Vatican Curia. 


The five disciplinary decrees ea dealt with: bishops and government > 
of dioceses, religious communities, nnn tee he Christian education, and the 
apostolate of the laity. a : EPS, - Geneve 


CONGREGATIONALISTS WELCOME ANGLICANS 
TO AUSTRALIAN UNION NEGOTIATIONS 


(Melbourne) - The annual conference of the Congregational Union of Australia 
declared that it would welcome full Anglican membership in the Joint Com- 
mission on Church Unity established several years ago by the Pres by ser uae 
Methodist, and Congregational Churches. 


The Rev. S.J-e Henshall, Union. president, described the decision as "a. great 
step forward". The Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne and acting Primate of 
Australia, Archbishop Frank Woods, said: that the invitation would be 
Sympatheti@lly received and discussed at the General Synod in September. . 


EPS, Geneva 
, 4 
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"SEXUAL REVOLUTION" STUDY 
ASKED BY CHURCH CONFERENCE 


(Hamilton, Ont.) - Six hundred American and Canadian theologians and family 
life experts convened here called for Christians in both nations to involve 
themselves in the issues of the "sexual revolution" with as much vigour as 
they have given to the fight for racial justice. 


Concluding the five-day Second North American Conference on Church and Family, 
co-sponsored by the national councils of churches of the two countries, the 
participants recommended the channelling of funds and personnel for the study 
of sex problems in Western culture. Especially pressing they said are the 
problems of "family disintegration, abortion, and homosexuality", 


The conference expressed concern that "professions, agencies, and concerned 
individuals working with family members have not been sufficiently heard by 


theclogians, programme planners, and church members at large". It said 
"the appeal of the first North American Conference at Green Lake in 1961 for 
serious examination and action has gone unheeded". EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN THEOLOGIAN URGES 
RETURN TO ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH . 


(New York) - A Lutheran theologian has called upon Protestants to focus. their 
efforts cn a return to their “ecclesiastical homeland" - the Roman Catholic 
Church © 


Writing in the June: issue of Una Sancta, an independent liturgical and ecue 
menical quarterly edited by Lutherans, Dr. Carl E. Braaten, a clergyman of 
the Americah Lutheran Church and professor of the Lutheran School of Theology 
at Chicago, rejected the notion that the hope of reunion with Rome is utopian 
and asserted that."we do not have to wait until doomsday", 


Reunion with Rome "is predicated on the knowledge that the sixteenth century 
schism was.an historical event, and as such is susceptible of being super- 
seded in the stream of history itself", he declared. 


"The Reformers made their protest against Rome on behalf of the Church, out 
of love and loyalty to the truly catholic Church... The farthest thing from 


‘Luther's mind was to make his reform movement into an independent church, 
“named after him, that would exist permanently outside of and in competition 


with the Roman Catholic Church... The tragedy is that what was intended to 
be only a temporary church, has become a permanent arrangement..." 


“Noting "a new birth of catholicity" in Protestantism, Professor Braaten said 


it was manifested in "a recovery of catholic substance and principles that 
have been lost in Protestant history". The important aspect of this catho- 
lic renewal is that it is not intended "merely to revitalize the Protestant 
communities for prolonged separgie existence, but to renew in them the long- 
ing to be integrated with their Roman brethren in the one catholic Church". 
EPS, Geneva 


SCOTTISH FREE CHURCH 
TURNS DOWN UNION TALK BID 


(Glasgow) - The General Assembly of the United free Church of Scotland has. 


voted 73 to 36 not to accept an invitation from the Church of Scotland to 


conduct talks looking towards union. t 


‘Last week the Church of Scotland by a narrow margin voted to continue union 
_ talks with English Anglicans and Presbyterians. 3 EPS, Geneva 


‘ 
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TORONTO CONFERENCE REQUESTS CHURCH 
TO ACCEPT ALCOHOLICS, HOMOSEXUALS 


(Toronto) - The Toronto Conference of the United Church of Canada said here 
that church groups should stop judging others and accept alcoholics, homo-— 
sexuals and those living in common-law (unwed) relationships. 


Delegates to the 42nd annual meeting commended the church's Board of Evangel- 
-ism and Social Service for beginning work on a booklet about the "new morality" 
and instructed the board to refer in the booklet to the acceptance cf such. 
persons. 


The Rev. W.G. Berry of Toronto said that sin isn't the reason why people are 
kept from church membership. "It's only when they refuse to stop sinning," 


The conference also voted financial assistance towards a "Half-—-way House" te 
rehabilitate alcoholics. EPS, Geneva 


U.S» CHURCHES AID 
MISSISSIPPI POOR 


(Edwards, Miss, ) - More than 200,000 pounds of food, collected in churches © 
in 42 cities throughout the United States, is being distributed among the 
poor, mostly Negroes, in the Mississippi Delta area, 


Five Protestant denominations took part in the two-month food collection 
which brought truckloads of canned peas, beans, soup, and nother items to the 
Meunt Beulah Christian Centre here and t> temporary warehouses in the cotton 
belt midway between Jackson and Memphis. The amount was more than double 
that anticipated by the churches. 


Volunteers recruited by the Mississippi Delta Ministry of the National Council 
of Churches are checking applicants for need and distributing the fond. 
EPS, Geneva 


CLERGYMAN TOLD 
TO LEAVE GHANA 


(Accra) - The Ghana Ministry of the Interior has revoked the residence permit 
of the Rev, Arthur Howarth, the London-born dean of the School of Administra- 
tion at Achimota, and chaplain of the University of Ghana. 


Asked if he could explain the move, Mr. Howarth said: "I supported the late 


government (overthrown in the February coup). I wrote articles in the 
Ghanaian Times, We are right at the end of the term and I was going on 
leave in a fortnight in any case." EPS, Geneva 


CALL TO CHURCHES 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(Pretoria) ~ The suggestion that the churches might undertake the work of 
the banned Defence and Aid -crganizations is made in an article in a periodi- 
cal called Challenge, which is edited by Roman Catholic laymen. 


The article said that the defence of those accused of political crimes and 
support for their families was not a popular cause. "Yet it is an essential 
service of justice and mercy." EPS, Geneva 
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DDR CHURCHES REPORTED EAGER TO TAKE 
RESPONSIBLE ROLE IN THEIR SOCIETY 


(Geneva) - The view sometimes expressed in-the West that churches in East 
Germany were in effect "a sort of fifth column" eagerly awaiting the collapse 
of the DDR government was challenged by the top executive of the Conference 
of European Churches. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams said on his return here from a ten-day visit to 
churches in East Germany and Hast Berlin that on the contrary he had the 
strong impression that they were endeavouring to establish genuine dis- 
cussion with the socialist authorities and to fulfil a responsible role in 
the life of their society. 


Dr. Williams, who spoke with youth and laymen's groups, pastors, and church 
executives, said he found an openness and a seeking to understand develop- 
ments in the modern world including all aspects of the ecumenical movement 
despite the lack of up-to-date information about it. 


“He stressed that not only did the churches in the DDR need more information 
about ecumenical developments, but that it was vital that more objective 
information about the’life of the churches in the DDR be made available to 
the rest of the world. ' . EPS, Geneva 


WCC LEADERS VISIT 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


(Geneva) - Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, and Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, general secretary—-elect, will leave 
here tomorrow (June 17) for Istanbul to make a special’ visit to the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, "first among equals" of Orthodoxy's leaders. 


The Visit will be in the nature of a farewell for Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft whois 
retiring from the top WCC post at the end of this year. For Dr. Blake it 
will be his formal introduction to the Patriarch as the successor to Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft. 


On their return trip they will make a stop-over in Athens to address the 
University of Athens. They are scheduled back in Geneva on June 23. ’ 
EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN PRESBYTERTANS APPROVE 
ORDINATION OF WOMEN 


(Toronto) - The Presbyterian Church in Canada, after long and heated debate, 
has approved the ordination of women to the ministry. The vote at the 92nd © 
annual General Assembly here was 133 to 72. Thirty-four delegates abstained. 


Upon announcement of the vote the first woman candidate, Miss Helen Louise 
Coggin of Clarkson, Ont., a Christian education specialist, announced that 
she would seek ordination. 


Harlier the Assembly without debate voted in favour of women as ruling elders. 


This vote came within a week of similar action by the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland. EPS, Geneva 
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DISSIDENT ARCHBISHOPS CHALLENGE 
PATRIARCH OF ANTIOCH 


(Beirut) - Patriarch Theodosius of Antioch has taken strong disciplinary 
action to deal with a challenge to his authority as head of the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church here, 


The challenge came from four dissident archbishops who. have "elected" and 
attempted to install a new Bishop of Latakia, Syria, to fill a vacancy left 
by the death of Bishop Gebrail Damian. 


The Patriarch has declared the so-called election of Archimandrite Antonio 
Chedrawi null and void, suspended him from further ecclesiastical duty, 
confined him to his present diocese of Mount Lebanon, and referred him for 
trial before the Holy Synod. 


The Patriarch!s actions have the support of members of the Greek Orthodox 
community at Latakia which is reported to have refused to recognize the 
election or to allow the Archimandrite to occupy the archbishopric. 


Meanwhile the Patriarch has-called a meeting of the Holy Synod to fill the 
vacancy at Latakia. This meeting will take place in Damascus, seat of the 
Patriarch since the 14th century. It will begin, possibly this weekend, 
pending the arrival of bishops who have been summoned from all parts of the 
world, EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP LILJE CRITICAL OF 
"PROTESTANT COUNCIL" PROPOSAL 


(Wiesbaden) - Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover said here that proposals for 
the convocation of a "Protestant Vatican Council", suggested recently by 
some German churchmen, were a discredit to existing Protestant structures 
and gave the impression that a "vacuum" exists in Protestantism. 


Speaking over West German radio, Bishop Lilje, who is chairman of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD), the largest member body of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID), dismissed the proposals as "not a 
very good formula because they imply the existing reality of EKID and its 
unity is questionable or at least insufficient, which would be a bitter 
wrong and injustice", 


Bishop Lilje said while there have been grave and far-reaching differences 
within EKID'!s Lutheran, Reformed, and United member groups, apart from the 
dogmatic questions of full communion and pulpit fellowship (on which EKID 
member churches have not yet agreed), they have nothing to do with denomi- 
national differences. 


He said the same was true for Protestantism outside Germany, because almost 
all major non-Roman Catholic bodies are represented in the World Council of 
Churches which has developed into an extremely fruitful and effective instru- 
-ment of common cooperation, and has dealt with the various important inter- 
national problems regarding theological, and political questions confronting 
the world today. Many of these tasks, Bishop Lilje held, were tackled by 
the WCC earlier and more effectively than by the Vatican Council. 
EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTING PRIESTS 
SUSPENDED IN SOVIET 


(Moscow) - Two Russian Orthodox priests who accused the Soviet government of 


. Suppressing religion have been suspended from the priesthood, a high church 


official reported here. 


The priests, the Rev. Nikolai I. Eshliman and the Rev. Gleb P. Yakunin, 

wrote a 10,000-word letter to President Nikolai V. Podgorny and to church 

officials listing alleged Soviet persecution of churches. The letter was 

made public in New York last month in a periodical dealing with religion in 

eee dec ee areas published by the National Council of Churches in 
e USA. 


Archbishop Alexis, chief administrative officer for the Moscow Patriarchate, 
Said the two priests, who are 35 years old, had been suspended by the Patri- 
archate in late May. He said that "they will be able to resume their 
functions when they stop casting discredit upon the supreme authorities of 
the church", 


The letter accused the government's Council for Religious Affairs of 
"flagrantly violating" Soviet laws guaranteeing freedom of worship. It 
said between 1961 and 1964, 10,000 churches and dozens of monasteries had 
been closed and that baptismal and marriage records were used to discrimin- 
ate against believers. EPS, Geneva 


PRAYER FOR REPUBLIC 
REFUSED BY DEAN 


(Johannesburg) - The Anglican Dean of Johannesburg, the Very Rev. GR. 
ffrench-Beytagh, recently refused an invitation to say a prayer of thanks 
for the Republic of South Africa at a public service connected with the 
Republicts fifth anniversary celebration. : 


"T was not in conscience able to say this prayer", he says in the June issue 
of The Parishioner, the news-letter of St. Mary's Anglican Cathedral. "A 
republic is defined in the Oxford Dictionary as follows: 'The state, the 
common weal!, I do not believe that the common weal of all its people is 
the object of this Republic. 'A state in which the supreme power rests in 
the people and her elected representatives. ! This country is fairly obvi- 
ously not a Republic in that sense either since most of its inhabitants have 
no elected representatives in the government. 'A community of persons, 
animals, etc. in which there is a certain equality among the members,! The 
less said about that the better," EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH CHURCHES PROTEST 
NEW NUCLEAR TESTS 


(Montbéliard, France) - The Council of the French Protestant Federation 
meeting at Glay near here recorded its "deep distress" that governments have 
failed to heed repeated appeals by churches in numerous countries for the 
cessation of nuclear tests. 


The statement, issued on the eve of new tests scheduled by the French in the 
Pacific, said nuclear tests were totally unjustifiable in the light of 
Christian teachings. EPS, Geneva 
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POLISH AUTHORITIES URGE 
BREAK WITH CARDINAL 


(Warsaw) - Polish authorities have called on Roman Catholic bishops and 
clergy to withdraw their allegiance from Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski and 
follow churchmen who stand for coexistence between Communism and Catholicism. 


They named Archbishop Boleslaw Kominek of Wroclaw, who is regarded as rank- 
ing second in the church hierarchy, as a leader who stood for such coexist- 
ence and an end to the present church-state struggle. 


A 3,500-word article in the government newspaper, Zycie Warszawy, accused 
Cardinal Wyszynski of inciting believers against the state. It urged the 
clergy and bishops to draw their own conclusions from contrasting public 

statements of Cardinal Wyszynski and Archbishop Kominek. ) 


It said Cardinal Wyszynski had shown by his "hostility to socialism and to 
the people's state that he is unable to bring about a normalization of 
relations between the church and state", 


The article was the second such attack on the Cardinal within the week. Two 
days earlier Czeslaw Wycech, leader of the Polish United Workers! Party, 
addressing a party congress in Warsaw denounced the Cardinal for "opposing 
Polish-Soviet friendship and cooperation", 


The increasing tension between church and state was indicated by a report 
that Poles in Czestochowa slashed the ropes of a canvas sheet which police 
used to disguise a church van now touring the country with the image of St. 
Mary of Czestochowa, 


BHarlier more than 1,000 young Poles had torn down and burned an anti~church 
poster in the heart of Gdansk shortly after Cardinal Wyszynski had delivered 
a speech as part of the church!s millennium celebrations. Twenty persons 

were reported under arrest. . 


Meanwhile, on June 9, 100,000 of the faithful gathered in Lublin - site of 

Poland's only Catholic university - to hear Cardinal Wyszynski's sermon, 

delivered as part of the church-sponsored celebration marking the millenium, 
EPS, Geneva 


EAST AFRICAN CHURCHES DISCUSS 
NEW PACE TOWARD UNION 


(Arusha, Tanzania) - Representatives of five major Bast African churches met 
here in May to reaffirm their commitment to the final goal of full organic 
union but to reassess the pace at which they might hope to meet that goal. 


Participants in the East Africa church union negotiating committee recognized 
that it may be possible to achieve this end only through one or more inter- 
mediate stages, such as establishment of a federation of the churches in- 
volved. 


At the churches! last union consultation a little over a year ago, a grave 
crisis developed when Anglican, Methodist, and Presbyterian delegates de- 
clared their intention to go ahead with preparations to unite on the basis 

of a document to which the Lutherans and Moravians did not feel ready to give 
full endorsement. Later, hesitation was expressed in the Anglican ranks 
about proceeding with union on such a partial basis. 


All five groups were represented at the meeting here. A new inter-chur.h 
committee on liturgy and doctrine were formed to examine in greater detail ‘ 
the theological issues that separate the churches,’ EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH R.C.-PROTESTANT 
MEETING CONDEMNS PROSELYTISM 


(Salamanca, Spain) - Spanish Protestants and Roman Catholics meeting at the’ 
Pope John XXIII Ecumenical Centre here in an unprecedented two-day meeting — 
agreed unanimously that prosleytism is "a perversion of the Christian 
message". 


A report said that only lack of time prevented the meeting'from reaching 
unanimous agreement on a statement which would have included guidclines for 
the practical application of its views on prosélytism. 


The meeting made a clear distinction between proselytism and evangelism. 

With regard to the latter it said that as long as it does not disturb public 
order nor offend: ey one it should not be the object of interference by civic 
authorities. 


The Roman Catholic ecumenism specialists and educators and Protestant pastors 
also agreed on the necessity of early passage of the proposed law dealing 
with religious minorities in Spain as a basic condition for continuing the 
ecumenical dialogue. 


The report described:the atmosphere of the meeting as "extremely good" and 
. Said that.-"very promising contacts" had been made. Participants agreed 
to continue meetings on an annual basis and said that it might also be 
advisable to hold other meetings of an ecumenical character. 


(The permanent Commission of the Spanish hierarchy last week concluded a 
study,meeting on the draft proposal for a new Statute on Religious Liberty. 
It was ;announced that the Commission would meet again later this month and 
reliable ‘sources said it was expected that final approval will be given to 
the draft text at this meeting. It would then be submitted to the Spanish 
Parliament.) 


* % * 


The Rev. José Cardona Gregori, secretary of the Evangelical Defence Com- 
mission of the Spanish. Protestant churches, has reported that during the 
first five months of this year twenty more Protestant chapels had been 
legally recognised by the government. 


In addition the Ministry of Information and Tourism authorised during the 
same period publication or importation of 143 publications - the total 
number cepa copies running over 60,000. EPS, Geneva 


REFORMED CiURCH 

VOTE ON CHINA +a 
(Holland, Michigan) - The General Synod of the Reformed Church in America in 
session here voted to urge that the People's Republic of China "be admitted 
to the United Nations so lines of communication can be opened, and where she 
will be subjected to the climate of public opinion". 


The precedent for admitting Communist nations, the statement declared, "has 
already been established. Indeed, the United Nations will serve the purpose 
of preserving world peace and seeking justice only as dissident nations are 
part of the’forun." 


~The vote carried 105 to 100, came after long and Sais debate in a session 
which lasted into the early hours of the morning HPS, Geneva — 
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HOSPITAL, CHURCH DEDICATED BY 
RUSSIAN LEADER IN MIDDLE EAST 


(Beirut) - In the presence of the president of Lebanon and other high-ranking 
government and church officials Russian Orthodox Archbishop Nikodim has dedi- 
cated the new hospital of St. George here. 


The hospital was constructed with funds donated by the Russian Orthodox 
Church which also supplied its equipment, and is a gift to the Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch. With 250 beds and nine operating rooms it will be 
one of the best equipped medical institutions in the Middle East. 


During his visit to the Middle East the Archbishop also dedicated a new 
Orthodox clurch in Damascus, Syria, also built with Russian church aid, as a 
gift to the Antioch Patriarchate. Called the Church of St. Peter and St.. 
Paul it is located on the spot where, according to tradition, St. Paul had 
his vision on the road to Damscus. EPS, Geneva ~ 


NEW ORTHODOX CENTRE 
TO BE OPENED IN GENEVA 


(Geneva) ~ Ceremonies marking the opening of headquarters of the Orthodox 
Foundation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in a large villa in suburban Chambesy 
and groundbreaking for a new chapel for the Foundation on the grounds will be 
held July 3. 


The Foundation will have among its: major aims making Orthodoxy know to ~ 
Christians of other traditions and promotion of the ecumenical movement. 

It will serve primarily as a meeting and study centre, but will also be the 
official residence of the representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to 
the World Council of Churches, EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


&£ new Council of Theological Education constituted by France's two Reformed 
and two Lutheran churches elected an ecclesiastical inspector of the Lutheran 
Church of France its vice~chairman at its first meeting here in Paris last: 
month. Named to the deputy position of the 18-member council was the Revs 
Maurice Sweeting of Valentigney (Doubs). Represented on the council are 

not only the four churches but also France's three Protestant theological 
faculties. 


ake * * 


An additional eighteen priests and twenty parishes with places of worship 
were added to the Greek Orthodex Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain, 
it was announced in London last week by His Eminence Metropolitan Athenagoras 
II at a meeting of the Conference of ret Om of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of Thyateira and Great Britain. 


=~ es 
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A total of 2,850 professions of faith is reported in the Jamaican Baptist 
evangelistic campaign held this spring, and the final total is not yet known, 
because 30 per cent of the participating churches still have to report. 180 
of the 265 churches of the Jamaica Baptist Union took part in the campaign, 
assisted by 105 Southern Baptist Convention (USA) pastors and laymen. 


¥* * * 


Buddhist leaders from 15 countries, the majority of them in Southeast Asia, 
including South Vietnam, meeting for a world conference in Colombo, Ceylon, 
have mapped plans for Buddhist missionary work in various areas. A twoe 
year course for Buddhist monk=missionaries for work in Malaysia, India, and 
Great Britain will be established in Bangkok. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic Church in Michigan has announced it will use its millions 
of purchasing dollars to try to influence supplier companies to hire more 
Negroes and members of other minority groups. Four bishops announced that 
when Catholic institutions spend their money, "those institutions. which 
provide equality in employment opportunity will be favoured over those which 
do not", : 


*¥ * * 


A four~member delegation of the French Protestant Federation has concluded 

a visit to Rumania which included talks with Orthodox, Lutheran, and Uni- 
tarian church leaders. They reported Rumanian churches were "very attached" 
to the World Council of Churches. 


* * * 


Exhibits showing the history of the movement toward Christian unity are 
being displayed at an exhibition in the Great Hall of Lambeth Palace, the 
‘Archbishop of Canterbury's official London residence, The exhibition is 
believed to be the first of its kind ever held in an attempt to trace the 
history of the ecumenical movement, as seen from an Anglican viewpoint, from 
the Middle Ages to modern times. It deals not only with the Church of 
England but also with the Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Old Catholic, and other 
churches, 


* % * 


A group of 19 Christian nurses from Korea has begun work at Seirei Hamamatsu 
Hospital in Japan, an institution related to the United Church of Christ in 
Japan (Kyodan). The Korean nurses were brought to Japan through the good 
offices of Tamotau Hasegawa, a socialist member of Japan's Diet (Parliament) 
who is a Christian. 


* * * 


Spain is reported to have promised in negotiations with Great Britain con- 
cerning Gibraltar that she will grant full religious liberty to Britons 
living there if and when Gibraltar becomes a part of Spain. 


* * * 


A group of young Mormon scholars has produced the first issue of a new 
journal designed to make Mormon thought an integral part of American intel- 
lectual life. The quarterly is called "Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought". 
Its editors are Mormon, but their publication is independent of church control 
and is open to non-Mormon contributors. 


ae 
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N 


In what is described as a "landmark case" the highest court of the State of 
Maryland (USA) has ruled unconstitutional state grants to three church- 
affiliated colleges for.construction of dormitories, classrooms and labora 
tories. It said the grants to one Methodist and two Roman Catholic insti- 
tutions violated the First Amendment to the Constitution which deals with 
separation of church and state. If the decision is affirmed by the Supreme 
Court it would almost certainly call into question a number of administration 
programmes under which federal funds go to church-affiliated colleges and 
universities. 

. x & 


Japan's National Christian Council has set a goal of two million yen ($5,530) 
in a nationwide campaign to raise funds for famine relief in India, The 
Council appeal asked the people of Japan to recall their own condition 
immediately following the Second World War and not to abandon their fellow- 
Asians in their hour of need. 


* * * 


A joint service formed the climax of a recent conference for "mixed marriage" 
couples held at the Evangelical Academy at Bad Boll, Germany. A Protestant 
Communion service was held, including a sermon; this was followed by the 
celebration of the Roman Catholic Eucharist. 


* ed aie: 


‘Miss Katharina van Drimmelen, pastor of the Netherlands Reformed Church and 
for 10 years the director of the lay institute Den Alerdinck in the Nether- 
lands, will join the staff of the World Council of Christian Education on 
gad yy 15's She will have special responsibility for the work with local 
churches. 


* * * 


Forty-nine Jehovah's Witnesses are on trial in Lisbon charged with offences 
against the internal security of the state. The indictment said they 
worked to promote disobedience and subvert men of military age by preaching 
against military service. 


* * % 


A group of Raman Catholic and Protestant leaders in Japan have met in Tokyo 
to discuss long-range plans for collaboration, The meeting was sponsored 
by the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) and the Roman Catholic 
Episcopal Committee for Ecumenism. 


I ik ie Si Pome: 


The all-white South Georgia Conference of The Methodist Church (USA) failed 
to follow the example of several other Southern conferences and voted down 
a resolution providing for gradual elimination of racial barriers in the 
church's structure. In a secret ballot following two hours of emotional 
debate, the resolution won more than half the votes but not the required 
two-thirds majority. The vote was 296 to 207. 


* * * 


East Berlin authorities gave special permission for 40 elderly Jewish people 
from West Berlin to visit relatives! graves in a cemetery in the Weissensee 
district of the Hastern sector, The group was given a collective one-day 
pass, reportedly on the recommendation of Hans Seigewasser, head of the 

State Secretariat for Church Affairs, EPS, Geneva 
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BISHOP ZULU NOT GIVEN PERMIT 
TO ATTEND WCC CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - Bishop A. H. Zulu of South Africa has not received permission from 
the South African Government to attend the World Conference on Church and 
Society to be held here July 12-26 under auspices of the World Council of 
Churches, : 


The Anglican prelate was to have been one of the eight conference presidents. 
In a letter to conference officials Bishop Zulu said that the government's 
only answer to his request for a travel permit had been the return of papers 
issued by his bank as a guarantee towards the necessary deposit required of 
Africans leaving the country. 


He added: "I continue to pray for the time when those who imagine me a 
possible danger to the safety of the country will realise and understand that 
no one desires more than I do a reconciliation upon a Christian basis of all 
the peoples of South Africa. 


"Pray that the conference be used of God for His glory. Fortunately the 
entire world has become truly a unit. We too shall therefore benefit~from 
all the new insights reached even from our distant South Africa." 


Bishop Zulu is Bishop of the Diocese of St. John's Transkei of the. Church of 
the Province of South Africa. He was an adviser to the Third Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches held’ in late’ 1961 in New Delhi, India, and now 
serves as a member of the Committee of the WCC's Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism. ' 


The World Conference will bring together A400 participants from six continents 
for examination of Christian social ethics in a world perspective. 
EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN GENERAL ACCORD 
WITH WCC STATEMENT ON VIETNAM . 


(London) - British Foreign Secretary Mr. Michael Stewart told a delegation of 
the British Council of Churches that British government policy is substan= 
tially in agreement with,a ten-point statement on Vietnam which represents the 
official view of the British Council and of the World Council of.Churches, 


The statement, adopted by the World Council's Central Committee in February, 
calls for cessation of the bombing of North Vietnam and asks the North 
Vietnamese government to stop military infiltration of the South. It also 
proposed a cease-fire to allow for a cooling-off period adequate to test 
possibilities of negotiation. ~ ; EPS, Geneva 


IRISH CHURCH REBUKED ° 
FOR DISTURBANCE OF PHACE 


(Belfast) - Captain O'Neill, Prime Minister of Northern Ireland, hes sharply 
rebuked the activities of the Rev. Ian Paisley, moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Free Presbyterian Church, and his supporters, whose procession 
in Belfast last week resulted in a disturbance in which police were injured 
and disorder outside the Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 


The Prime Minister, speaking in a debate on a motion on preservation of law 
and order, tabled by 14 Unionist M.P.s, said: "If Northern Ireland is to keep 
the respect and support of the mainstream of British opinion then it must act 
in a responsible manner. For make no mistake about it, the attitude of the 
Paisley faction would not win the support of a single British M.P. of any : 
party or any substantial section of the British public. _. EPS, Geneva i 
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COMMON SACRAMENTAL RITES 
URGED BY R.C. ECUMENIST 


tSt. Louis) —- A Roman Catholic priest-ecumenist urged adoption of common 
sacramental rites acceptable to all major Christian groups in a speech to 
the Third National Workshop for Christian Unity here, 


Addressing 300 Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic ecumenical leaders, 
Msgr. Henry G. Beck of Immaculate Conception Seminary, Darlington, N.J., who 
heads the joint section on \work and worship at periodical national meetings of 
Presbyterian and Roman Catholic representatives, said that common rites of 
baptism, confirmation, eucharistic, and "all other sacramental rites" should 
be sought in a form which would neither offend nor be regarded as heretical 
by any Christians. 


Discussing events in the early Church, he said it would be possible for 
Catholics to adopt such a form for all sacramental rites. 


For Baptism, he said, the rite of St. Hippolytus used in the early Church 
could be adapted by various churches. The Eucharist, he continued, could 
"be used in a parallel manner" even though not celebrated in common. 


The advantage of such "parallel rites", Msgr Beck said, would be that members 
of different Christian communities would find themselves "at home in the 
same order" and would not see each other's rites as strange or curious, 


An Orthodox speaker, Father Alexander Schmemann, dean of St. Vladimir's Greek 
Orthodox Seminary, Yonkers, N.Y., said that Christians have been so guilty of 
4nv7\ lvement in the complicated networks of departments and commissions in 
church structures that "we have neglected the Holy Spirit. The Church is not 
an institution to be represented", he declared. "It is the opportunity for 
every man to become a prophet.” EPS, Geneva 


PRIEST SEES ‘SERIOUS OBJECTIONS! 
TO MIXED MARRIAGE LAWS 


(Utrecht, Netherlands) - Roman Catholic Canon Law on marriage is open to 
"serious objections" as infringing the rights of non-Catholics, the St. 
Willibrod Society, a national organization for the spread of the Roman 
Catholic faith in the Netherlands, was told at its annual general meeting 
here. 


Father L. G. Meyers, ¢ho holds a doctorate in Canon Law and is chairman of 

the ecclesiastical tribunal of the Diocese of 's Hertogenbosch said: "Two 

serious objections can be made against the ecclesiastical rules as regards 

mixed marriages. First is the fact that they restrict, without sufficient 
grounds, the liberty of a man to marry a partner of his choice. Secondly, 
the right of a non-Catholic to stand by his own convictions and follow the 

dictates of his own conscience is immediately infringed." 


The priest also objected to the Canon Law ruling that requires a nonwCatholic 
wishing to marry a Catholic to promise to have children of the union baptised 
in the Catholic Church and given Catholic educatione 


His talk was described by De Volkskrant, a Catholic daily published in’ 
Amsterdam as "a frank verdict" on the church's current marriage canons. 
‘EPS, Geneva 
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HUNGARIAN CHURCH CRITICISES 
ROMAN CATHOLIC MIXED MARRIAGE RULES 


(Budapest) — Bishops of the Evangelical (Lutheran) Church in Hungary have 
refused pastors of their church permission to address "words of blessing" 
after ea mixed marriage wedding performed in a Roman Catholic Church. 


The refusal is contsined in a sharply worded pastoral letter which describes 
the new Roman Catholic instructions regarding mixed marriages as "the 
semblance rather than the reality of ... ecumenical rapprochement?. 


It said the permission given by the Roman Catholic Church for Protestant 
pastors to speak to the newlyweds following the ceremony shows;that they are 
assigned "a secondary role and the acceptance of such a role ... on the part 
of a non-Catholic minister is apt to obscure the real situation, specifically 
the fact that the new disposition is in conflict with the Second Vatican 
Council decree on ecumenism..." 


The letter took issue especially with Roman Catholic requirements that parties 
to a mixed marriage make a pre-nuptiel promise that their children will be 
reared in the Catholic faith, This requirement, it said, "conflicts with 
every reasonable conception of religious freedom and freedom of conscience 

as well as with genuinely ecumenical thinking". 


The bishops said guarantees must be established that children born to mixed 
unions follow, according to their sex, the confession of their respective 
parent. a) We a BPS, Geneva. 


"NEW BODY TO PROMOTE CLOSER TIES 
OF LATIN AMERICAN REFORMED CHURCHES 


(Mexico City) + Continental cooperation among churches of a major confessional 
family-took a "historic" step forward here on June 5. 


At the conclusion of a week-long continental congress in Mexico (City, 
delegates from nine Latin American churches formally constituted the 
"Association of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches in Latin America" (AIPRAL) 
at a service in the Church of the Prince of Peace, largest pinbdatubhas >< con- 
gregation in the Mexican capital, 


The Rev. Gonzalo Castillo-Cardenas called the m meeting "a historic gathering 
which I hope will prove fertile for the cause of Christian unity and co- 
operation in Latin America", Mr. Castillo has been general secretary of 
the Commission for Presbyterian Cooperation in Latin America (CCPAL) which 
has been replaced by the new body. 


CCPAL was created. in 1955, largely with North American funds, to serve 
primarily as a coordinating agency between U.S.~based Presbyterian missions 
and the Latin American churches. 


AIPRAL will be more truly an instrument of the churches themselves. Co- 
ordination of relations with the missions is only one of three major areas of 
its responsibility. It is also charged with defining social, political, 

and economic implications of the evangelical faith in the Latin American re- 
volutionary sitfuaion, and with helping the.churches in common study of patterns © 
of ministry which will be effective for evangelisation of a continent in rapid 
social change. EPS, Geneva 
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FEAR AND INERTIA OF CHURCHES 
SHEEN HAMPERING BRITISH ECUMENISM 


(London) - "General inertia still characterises the life of the major de- 
nominations in Britain" and is the reason why neither the national nor local 
councils of churches have received adequate support according to a front page 


editorial in the fortnightly New Christian published here. 


"The desire to maintain or extend the borders of denominational kingdoms is to 
be found at every level of British church life", the journal declared. 

"Hence the British Council of Churches and local councils have been fed only 
with the crumbs from the table of the rich denominations and it is hardly 
surprising that their appearance is always gaunt and sometimes distinctly 
seedy." 


A second reason for lack of support said the editorial is "the traditional 
and widespread fear that, given a little encouragement the BCC might become 


a super-church transcending the existing denominations and calling the 


ecclesiastical tune in almost every quarter", 


It urged full support of the BCC's new chief executive the Rt. Rev. Kenneth 
sansbury, formerly Anglican Bishop of the Diocese of Singapore and Malaya, 
and "every effort to convince the denominations that effective ecumenical 
action in Britain requires the strengthening of the existing machinery for 
cooperation and, in many cases, the setting up of machinery which does not 
exist at the moment". It called specifically for a "major overhaul" of the 
BCC's Department of Social Responsibility and for establishment of a new | 
department to make "a serious attempt to investigate and assess the British 
missionary situation", EPS, Geneva 


PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
DEDICATED AT SUVA 


(Suva, Fiji Islands) ~ The Pacific Theological Collége, the first major 
ecumenical venture of its kind in the Pacific area, has been dedicated in 
this capital city of the Fiji Island. bas 


Six years in planning, it is sponsored by Anglican, Congregational, Methodist, 
and Presbyterian churches of the Pacific, and offers the only postgraduate 
training for the ministry in this part of the world. it will provide 

courses at two levels, one leading to a diploma which will emphasise the study 
of the Bible and needs of the pastoral ministry in the Pacific, and one lead- 


' ing to a degree which will emphasise more specialised training such as the 


development of liturgy and Biblical languages. 

Some twenty students are enrolled for the first year and the number is 
expected to rise to thirty within a few years. The first principal is 

Dr. George A. F. Knight, former professor of Old Testament at the MoCormick 
Theological Seminary, Chicago, USA. 

Funds for the college built at a cost of £90,000 ($252,000) have been con+ 


tributed by the sponsoring churches, mission groups, and the Theological 
Education Fund of the World Council of Churches, EPS, Geneva 
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METHODISTS IN CHILE 
OPPOSE FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTS» 


(Santiago, Chile) - New French nuclear tests in the Pacific are condemned 
by the Methodist Church of Chile in a statement which declared its opposition’ 
to all efforts which are not directed towards peace and international concord. 


It said the French tests, like those recently conducted by the People's 
Republic of China, are a symptom of the complete lack of a sense of histori~ 
cal responsibility. 


It appealed to Christians of all nations with nuclear weapons, especially 
those in France, to urge their governments to seek genuine disarmament. It 
asked the Chilian government to protest against French tests at the United 
Nations and to instruct its delegation to the United Nations to seek adoption 
of a-programme of world disarmament. 


(The Council of the French Protestant Federation meeting last week in Glay 
opposed new French tests in the Pacific declaring them totally unjustifiable 
in the light of Christian teaching. ) EPS, Geneva 


RHODESIAN METHODISTS 
CALL FOR AFRICAN RIGHTS 


(Salisbury) - The Rhodesian Methodist Conference, which represents about 
35,000 members in 201 local churches, spoke out at its recent annual session 
for « peaceful solution to the Rhodesian crisis and for a government re- 
presentative all Rhodesian people, including the large African majority. 


Meeting at the Nyadiri Methodist Centre, the 200 delegates, missionaries, 
and guests declared in a resolutions "We distrust the granting of indepen- 
dence before majority rule and look for a constitutional settlement which 
will bring a truly democratic government." 


The Methodist Church (USA-related) is one of the larger Protestant denomina- 
tions in Rhodesia, Bishop Ralph E. Dodge, head of the church, was expelled 
from Rhodesia in 1964 as a "prohibited immigrant" because of his strong 
support for African rights and has not been allowed to enter the country 
Since then. EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST LEADERS! VISAS 
REVOKED BY RUMANIA 


(Washington) - The Rumanian Government has revoked the visas of two Baptist 
World Alliance officials who planned to visit that East European country 
later this month. 


Josef Nordenhaug, general secretary of the Alliance, said that entrance 
visas granted to him and Ronald Goulding of London, associate secretary of 
the Alliance, had been annulled without explanation. 


No word was available on the visa application for a third member of the 
Baptist party, William R. Tolbert, Jr., of Monrovia, Liberia, president of 
the Baptist World Alliance. Dr. Tolbert, an ordained Baptist minister, is 
vice president of the Republic of Liberia, EPS, Geneva 
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SINCERITY REQUIRED FOR GENUINE 
CHRISTIAN-MARXIST DIALOGUE 


(Berlin) - A Szeck Protestant theologian said here that genuine dialogue 
between Christians and Marxists requires sincerity and courage and that 
"half-Christians and half-Marxists cannot talk with one another". 


Dr. Josef L. Hromadka, dean of the Theology Faculty at Comenius University 
in Prague, speaking at the Free University in West Berlin said such dialogue — 
is not concerned with ideologies, but with man himself. 


He said that for twenty years he hed been trying to convince Communists that 
man is not merely a product of nature and social envirnment; in his guilt 

and difficulties, in suffering and in the face of death he needs spiritual 
care. He said that Communists are increasingly realising this fact and while 
there is no. question of a synthesis between Christian faith and Communism, 

it is possible to achieve "deeper mutual understanding". EPS, Geneva 


ASIAN MISSIONARY PRESENCE 
DELAYED IN NETHERLANDS 


(The Hague) --Other Protestant churches in the Netherlands have failed to ’ 
follow the lead of the Netherlands Reformed Church and have not yet approved 
the proposal that Asian missionaries be invited to come and work in this 
country. 


The project was first suggested by the interdenominational Netherlands 
Missionary Council which had urged missionary reciprocity not because, work 
could thus be undertaken which would otherwise be impossible, but "as a 
Sign that the Church of Jesus Christ on earth is a world community", and 
that mission belongs to the whole Church in the whole world. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Pope Paul's birth control commission of cardinals and bishops began this 

week final discussions in strict privacy to determine the Roman Catholic 

Church's attitude towards birth control. But Vatican sources cautioned 
_ against any clear-cut decision being reached on the subject. 


* *%  # 


At its meeting last week at Olten, Switzerland, the 92nd National Synod of 
“the Old Catholic Church of Switzerland elected a woman for the first time “as 
one of its members. She is Mme. Denis Bindschedler of Berne, 


* * * 


Roman Catholics and Protestants responsible for private education in Africa 
and Madagascar have met in Cotonou, Dahomey, to study together the questions 
relating to primary education in rural areas. 


* * * 


An ambitious project to study the impulses that make some groups of people 
single out others: for persecution and destruction has received the backing of 
the American Jewish Committee. The study, which is expected to take seven 
¢ years and cost $700,000, is to start this fall at the newly formed Centre 
for Research in Collective Psychopathology at the University of Sussex, Englands 


~—s. 


* * * 
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Leaders of the Japan National Christian Council and the United Church of 
Christ.(Kyodan) have lodged a telegram protest with Premier Sato over a 
proposed revision of the National Holidays Law which would re-establish an 
old nationalist and militarist tradition. At issue is the perennial post- 
war Diet proposal to set February 11 as "Founders! Day". The date was 
celebrated until the end of World War II as the "anniversary" of the mythical 
founding of Japan by the Sun Goddess Jimmu and served to reinforce the 
"divine" position occupied by the Emperor in Japanese thinking. 


* * * 


Christians of all traditions throughout Britain are being asked to offer 
special prayers for the thousands of. people throughout the world at present 
imprisoned for their religious and political beliefs. The prayers, 
starting June 12, mark the anniversary of Amnesty International. The move- 
ment was begun five years ago in London to help all prisoners for conscience 
irrespective or race, religion, or creed. 


* * * 


A Roman Catholic, Franciscan has been appointed professor of moral theology 
at the Central Theological College of the Episcopal Church in Japan, He 
will be responsible for the teaching of about 30 ordinands of the Episcopal 
Church. 


* % * 1 


West German Protestants donated more than $1,600,000 towards the recent 
special drive to halt starvation in India sponsored by the Evangelical Church 
in Germany's Bread for the World campaign. 


% * * 


The Idamasa, an association of African pastors in various Christian churches 
of South Africa, has expressed concern about the"almost daily reports of new 
sectarian groups", The development is particularly strong in the Transvaal 
where urban sects have begun to spread rapidly into rural areas. One pastor 
commented, "it can happen that one comes home to find a neighbour who has 
bought a 'dog collar! in a department store and is preaching the gospel as 

a minister". . 


% * % 


The new Lyceum Theatre, preaching headquarters of the Sydney (Australia) 
Central Methodist Mission was officially opened on June 5 at ceremonies 
attended by 4,000 persons. Sir Roden Cutler, State Governor, performed the 
opening ceremony. The old theatre, used by the Mission since 1908, was 
destroyed by fire in 1964. The new building is actually used as a movie 
theatre as well as for services. Methodist officials said a theatre rather 
than a church was built as many persons hesitate to enter a chureh, but are 
ready to enter a "secular-type" building with which they are familiar. 


cd * * 


The national home mission agency of The Methodist Church (USA) has made an 
emergency grant of $5,000 to Willowbrook Jobs, Inc., a self-help job training 
and placement centre for Negroes in the turbulent Watts section of Los 
Angeles: (USA). EPS, Geneva, 


Shae Oe Nee ia 
A further grant of $1.43 million has been made by the Government Office of 


Economic Opportunity to the Council of Churches of New Mexico to continue 
and expand its Migrant Ministry. YW 


* %*% 
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INDEX 


OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
JANUARY - JUNE, 1966 


In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the 
index provides a cross-reference in two categories. 


These are: I - geographical and organizational; and y 
II - substance 


The ,sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and 
stories are listed in chronological order according to the number of the 
issue in which each appeared. In some instances stories are listed under 
more than one of the sub-divisions of each category. "In Brief" items 
are not listed. 


CATEGORY Is Geographical and organizational 


Continents 

Countries 

Ecumenical and international Christian bodies 
World Confessional bodies 

World Council of Churches 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 

Roman Catholic Church 


CATEGORY II: Substance 


Anti-Semitism 

Atheism 

Brotherhoods and communities 

Christian unity and ecumenical attitudes (see also Vatican Council Lid 
Church buildings and architecture 

Church discipline | 

Church-state relations (see also Religious Liberty) 
Church union 
Confessional and denominational life and structure 
Confessionalism 

Conscientious objectors 

Education (general, Christian) 

Ethics (personal, professional, social) 

Evangelism 


Family planning 
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Festivals 

Information (press, broadcasting, film, and photography) . 
Inter-church aid (see also Refugees) 

Inter-church contacts, exchanges and relations 
Inter-confessional relations, contacts and exchanges 
Inter-faith relations 

International affairs 

Laity j 

Literature 

Liturgy and forms of worship 

Marxism 

Ministry 

Missions (home and foreign) 

Mixed marriages 

National independence and building 

Non-~Christian religions 

Nuclear energy and weapons 

Orthodox churches 

Personal liberty 

Personalities (appointments, distinctions, obituaries, etc.) 
Proselytism 

Publications 

Race relations 

Refugees and migrants (see also Inter-church aid) 
Religious liberty (see also Church-state relations) 
Repentance actions and reconciliation 

Sacraments 

Social, economic, and political problems, and Christian action 
Social service (eg. COSA) 

Statistics 

Syncretism 
Theology (in general and items not covered elsewhere) 
Vatican Council II (see also Roman Catholic Church) 
Women and children ; | 
Youth and students 
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CATEGORY Is Geographical and organizational 


Continents 
APRICA 


African theologians Hold consul taeuor ie lel ven ew Nellie” wees 
Church’ union an’ Hast Africa! suffers sethack «| sare) is) sell al. seis 
(0. in third regional| Bible study course in Africa . . . «+. 
RACCrappOdioe, Telugee. secre Ganyi ei srice coe eh nl hes be’ ies bas joi tigiwbee 
LWP sets.up committee mission in West Africa... «5 © « sis 
Kast. African churches discuss new pace towards union... . 


ASIA 


Asian churchman joins staff of Theological Education Fund . 
Cooperation with Communists urged by Cardinal . . «.« «© « 
Christians! role in industry, lay training studied by 

ALAM COULEP OUNCE Sine tien sie sir er © eelal et Tee rated st eth eit ee acai 
Asian missionary presence delayed in Netherlands . . « « « » 


EUROPE 


Orthodox Church of France and western Europe becomes 
SUTOUVOMOUS ees Ve UE Sure: elellee tie be iwi el et um rece: (al Weibel vances 
Latin Protestants of Europe seek contact with Latin America 
Christian and Marxist leaders to meet . . « « « © « «© © eo 
"Council of Methodist Central Conferences of Europe" formed 
The independence of the Orthodox Church of France and 
Wee>OTn -RUMODGSS, sure Oy ete. stte fet ° Oya ok wet i) \ abe cay aes g 
“ Europeans ‘ndt'ld conference on "Youth ana ie Bip het mater aes 
Retin! Honte ‘of West ‘Eiiropdan’ uve nee discussed:in Sicily . 


LATIN AMERICA 


Latin Protestants of Europe seek contact with Latin America 
New bady to promote closer ties of Latin American Reformed 
churches s . . s ° J e . — ° e ° ° . s ° ° e e e °e ° s * 


‘MIDDLE EAST 


Hospital, church dedicated by Russian leader in Middle East 


Countries 


ARGENTINA 
27 Argentinian priests resign in dispute over reforms .. » 


AUSTRALIA 
Communist government preferable to long war in Vietnam... 
Australian churches ask greater initiatives on Vietnam... 
More criticism of governments on Vietnam . « « « « «© « © « « 
* Churchmen speak out against draft of youths for Vietnam .. 
‘Congregationalists welcome Anglicans to Australian union 
PESOTLATCIONG Se ota: latin ej atpedie) Dard #eiainen celia mer gear ml; Ores? ee 


AUSTRIA 
Austrian Protestant churches take disciplinary action 
aia ne >, DOG tee al ha. sone eh peMere he i ls)) ah Se tieReL eile aoaliN@’ ceil éieres de! el ee 
Ecumenical monastery formed in Austria « « « « « « © eo « « « 
Austrian church chides pastor for role in mixed marriage . . 
Mauer: Case!) closed in Aus trae.’ ss Teles Sapte! = is ee Spee. ey Ue 


18 
20 


20 


19 
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BELGIUM ; 
Louvain launches: study of Roman Catholic references to Jews . 16 


BURMA 
Burma asks missionaries to leave . « « « « © «+ « «© © «© © @ @ eo Ld 
Foreign missionaries to leave Burma .. .« « « © © « « «e « e « 12 


CAMEROON 
Cameroon Evangelicals stress continued need for missionaries - 14 
CANADA © : 
Baptists end publication pact with Canada's United Church ,». 6 
Canadian bishop asks Pope to reconsider Anglican orders .« .« » 12 
Churches to share one exhibit at Montreal Expo-67 . . +. « » « « 18 
"Sexual revolution" study asked by church conference .« « « « « 19 


Toronto conference request church to accept alcoholics, 
homosexuals » 5 + © © © + © © © oe we ee ee ee ew 19 
Canadian Presbyterians approve ordination of women » » »« « « « 19 


CEYLON 
Catholics urge time off for church attendance ..« e« ©» « «es. 1 
Anglican approval given for union in North India and in 
CSV DOM se ia: bs Selle wish awd AL Neka wiatiea a eites/t eae tel clan leis ie Ten kamal 2 


CHILE 
Methodists in Chile oppose French nuclear tests .« »« e « « « » 20 
CHINA 
U.S. Methodists urge study of China’relations .« « »e«e«+s+#ee 4 
Admit China to. U.N. USAy churches Urge vies one) sues) atheulpeoenoe 
Brethren urge revision of U.S. China policy . + « » « « e » e LO 
Presbytericn panel seeks renewed relations with China: .« « « e 10 


Churchmen active in new committee formed to study Ueds 
China policy. 26 voce ell 0 Ook eee wes ee ee ee eee 
Retormed “Church! vote: on: Chiria ete be) wo at ee ati eohel a sm we ee 


COLOMBIA 
Colombian priest who became revolutionary slain in clash 
with arny s a . . . ° a . e . . * . . ° e e s . . ° e e . ® 7 


CONGO 
Biblical Institute opens in the Congo . » » e)« * « « e's s ©: & 
Missionary says Congo work reported stronger after civil war . 18 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Czechoslovakia requests new talks with Vatican « « « « « « «0 17. 
Sincerity required for genuine Christian-Marxist dialogue .. 20 


DENMARK 
Danish churches send 11 million vitamin pills to India .... 7 
Pastor's stand on Baptism stirs discussion in Denmark .«..e. 8. 
Danish pastor drops his controversial Baptismal rule . . ... 15 


FINLAND © 
Finhish bishop sees retention of churches! characteristics .. 1 
Restrictive religious laws «criticised in Finland 2°. .« « «6 « « 13 
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FRANCE 
‘Orthodox Church of France and Western Europe becomes 
BUGOOMOUGs elie tah lalla onl great anes lea T he Ale a) ete eine tte Tem iaiics mistre 
French Protestant jworkers! teams issue manifesto . . »« » « « 
Taizé community brother ordained in United Church ....e. 
South African journal scores French churches appeal ... - 
French R.C. body issues document on economic life ..... 
Cardinal: and rabbi concerned about anti-Semitic tendencies . 
French Christians appeal to President of the USA . « « « « « 
The independence of the Orthodox Church of France and 
Mee OTs MOO, Cs uda thy. clan oe ite ecm esd hau ro iep cadet ite Spal gin ohare are 
Reformed Church of France urges further unity studies ... 
French Protestant delegation pays official visit to Rumania 
Factory chaplain describes industry's mission to church .. 
Buono churches protest nuclearitesta rt te) s <6 shat ‘ares 
Methodists in Chile oppose French nuclear tests .« . +e. - 


GABON 
Poles send medical supplies to Schweitzer's hospital . ... 


GERMANY 
Arsonists attack home of German theologian. »+.++.e-e«e-e 
Church lea Wier says slumber of past 15 years is over for 
German churches Sisal ie Piet leayiater, wie wel tan tswy.< aa): «Al Zip etre pee oath yh Mel be 
German Protestant-Catholic appeal urges aid to Vietnamese . 
Dr. Scharf, elected to succeed Bishop. Dibelius .« « « « «© « « 
West German court ruling on school prayers challenged «. « « 
Evangelical Sudeten Germans oppose EKID's border stand . e « 
EKD proposes constitutional recognition of intercommunion . 
VELKD asks renewed stress of message of Reformation .... 
World Lutheran Assembly set for Weimar in East Germany «. . 
German intellectuals protest against war in Vietnam ..e.-. 
EKD synod discusses Vatican Council and statement on the 
position of expellees ... . eA pe Stout nein. wed elepe vce iie tule 
WCC statement on Vietnam Me Boman a HK DS Sys OC. tits that Mauia ete die twise 
Participants named for BKD-RCr talks: UG ss e aiiwn ac seiwcnekee amas 
Pastoral letter advises confessors on counselling married 
Mernona 1W8ine) cOntrACGUG OTEK cs Neate Net cad iac: ol ete peelae make 
Soeuop oonart: Inducted AniWest (Ser i3 einen ce a et 6) elon a oma 
German church's attitude not ‘one-sided! . . .« 1. 5s «6 « «0 « 
Roman Catholics and Protestants meet at Fulda .. . « e «» » 
Bishop joins coal miners) ins protest. ss ies «eat polny sls ce 
Communist, Christian theologians hold dialogue in Germany . 
German socialists welcome church expellee statement .4.4.. 
East German state officials visit Eoumenical Centre . « » 
Urge Catholic-Protestant study of marriage, worship problems 
German peace prize, to Bea, Visser ti Tool t. elicd le tee eno ayiance 
Critical "questions to Protestant churches™ .....e«:: 
The Lutheran contribution to the ecumenical dialogue .... 
No participation of Protestant pastors in Roman Catholic 
WEGGIN ESS ele ete Re) spe lhet es ete te awa wee Bilt gis ve ey d eat ate 
German: Lutherans organise against "modern theology" .. 
German leader’ rejects uniformity of doctrine . .°3 2 » »\« » 
EKID says president must be free to visit Hast . « « « »« » « 
DDR churches reported eager to take responsible role in 
there BOGLoUy: feces) sn wc ken © et Fw te ewan: Ukr et ge” oy Veit cm ook 
Bishop Lilje critical of "Protestant Council" proposal... 


Pe 
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GHANA 
Clergyman told to leave Ghana «. » »« © « » © «© © © © @ «@ @ 


GREECE ~ 
Greek theologian favours chanehsetene SOVATALLOM: «pis a 19) 


Athens court sentences bishop for defying government « « «. 


Five Bible societies issue joint Greek New Testament soe 
Russian delegation visit Mount Athos monastery « »« « « « + 


HONG KONG 
Dr. de Blank elected Bishop of Hong Kong -« « « « « « « « « 


HUNGARY 
Proposed Hungarian church law underlines support of state 
Hungarian church criticises Roman Catholic mixed marriage 


rules e . e . e e e e . e e id « . . « s e e es e ° e . e 


INDIA: 
Christian leaders in India call for thanksgiving and 
dedication after Tashkent agreement .« « « « © « © « « *« 
Anglican approval given for union in North India and in 
UBY LON el eae) 6 Me note Be ae Pat eh tates ee cy ean ens he Lane ier 
weC/RC's. to synchronise aid efforts; WCC asks $3,000,000 
Por sDndlac he) aie. yaleh a delayed ie tre lel g ee ire' leh a he Mle thr amitiiee Erammals 
First responses to WCC famine appeals .« « « « « e © « « « 
Netherlands takes joint action for Indian famine relief . 
Dutch joint appeal for Indian famine raises $4,998,600 in 
one day iar War ea aes MY ar Mee ee eat a Rca rome WRC Jie eit WN Hilo Vol aes A 
Danish churches send 11 million vitamin pills to India. . 
Efforts to end split in Church of South India ....es -« 
New joint food development organization sees as ecumenical 
Milestone’) el ae! eh a heh Se) Valet et Man 26. tall a) eee a otlrel na haat 
Churches! response to India hunger threat continues . « e 
Church of South India commission examines breakaway group 
India expels Michael Scott: for role in Naga dispute ..« .» 
Response. to WCC appeal for India passes half-way mark . . 
Joint church appeal in USA for India famine relief . + « « 
First interconfessional Indian Peace Conference . + « « « 
Missions- still seen needed im India. . 6° 5) Sse 66) 


INDONESIA 
Indonesian Bible printing plant opens . + « « « «+ ses 
Mass movement back to church reported in Indonesia... .« 


ISRAEL 
Israel's President praises Vatican Council's work .« « « « 
New. group ‘to:aid arabs’ an *Lereaele yas late Mees a, s)he bees 
Schools to stress respect for Israel's non-Jews .« « « « « 
Orthodox. Jews criticise Christian mission in Israel ... 
Israel. author says Pius XII rescued 700,000 Jews » » « « « 


ITALY 

New ecumenical institute in Jerusalem «.. . « « « es oe 

Cardinal absent from milleniary celebrations in Rome ... 

Orthodox leader visits Patriarch's tomb in Florence .. - 

Italian court acquits two for defence of conscientious 
objection try ad Ciel en ee ee Yee a Ry eee A ae Se meee yee wr fares MUR Oy yh in yee 

Waldensian cites progress, problems in Italian dialogue . 

Return home of West European migrants discussed in Sicily 


18 


20 
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JAPAN 
EPOVSE vENNS's Catholics in Japan increase cooperation, article 


repor ts ° e e ° e e e 6 e ° s s ° o . 3 e e 2 . s ° e ° . 


Memorial. service in Tokyo for Hmil Brunner .-. .’» « se 6% 
Sect Mode rat Lig: anh 6 ure hss tare! es ver 408 ohn geil with et we. eh ie tele 
Christians! role in industry, lay training studied by Asian 


conference Os Ge FEL ete 6k ° ° oe eo eae Oye ei ved me Ce el, & 


JORDAN - 
New ecumenical instiitute in Jerusalem ....«-e«-vwee 


Orthodox, Catholic patriarchs visited by Anglican Behari 


KENYA 

Kenya Methodists to. be autonomous. «+5 ss es. von wis 

Ponveiatarvation, thyeaterealy (a: cus ahwke hog. ikl cimed vom Aan 

Kenya's mission hospitals face severe financial difficulties 
LEBANON 

Dissident er ines ieee challenge Patriarch of Antioch .. » 
MALAYSIA — . 

Singapore, Malaya Methodists study full autonomy » « « « 
eae 


Church unity in Holland to become more visible . .« « » « 


Reformed churches in the Netherlands to join Presbyterian 


Alliance e . ° e s ° °o o ° e “@ e ° ° e ° ° ° °o ° e ° 
Netherlands takes sod abetOn for Indian famine relief . 


Dutch joint appeal for Indian famine raises $4,998,600 in 


one day 6 < ° . ° e A) es ° se * 6 ° ° e 6 ° ° ° o e ° e 


Dutch RC, Reformed churches plan joint study group « « « « 


Cardinal ALirink* on: Geld bagy dial ehedia Ube elk er ee eee 


Netherlands Ecumenical Council issues statement on Vietnam 


Priest sees’ 'serious objections! to (ate marriage laws 
Asian missionary presence delayed in Netherlands .... 


NEW- ZEALAND 
Fourth Ecumenical Youth Conference held in New Gealand . 
Commission-reports progress on N.Z. church:union « » « e 
NIGERIA 
Nigeria shureh union \etalled ‘bys legat deo tio. tte ole. ale 


PACIFIC OCEAN AREA . 
Pacific Theological College dedicated at Suva ..«.<«. 


PAKISTAN — 
Religious-alaases .compulsory ec ene el ste a wae wie tine. 
Protest against nationalisation of Christian schools in 
Pakistan ace | ° ee) ° s O)°°* 248 ° e e e° (U8 Lt ea ° ° ° 
POLAND 


New difficulties for the Roman Catholic Church in Poland 
Cardinal absent from milleniary celebrations in Rome . 
Rival celebrations in Poland by church and state .... 
Forgiveness note sounded as Poles celebrate millenium . 
Poles send medical-supplies to Schweitzer's hospital ». . 
Polish Ecumenical Council condemns U.S. Vietnam policy . 
Wyszinski: offers a pact to Pégime 9 esas en ee a as 
Polish authorities urge break with cardinal .. .« .« « « « 


@O op 
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PORTUGAL 
Ecumenical group aids 100 children in Portuguese village ».. 


RHODESIA 
Just solution in Rhodesia theme of British churches .« «6 e.«.e Il 
Protestant Episcopal Church Executive Council speaks on 

Rhodes Le) Hc a ee Hee tate tia eaters Cee wee natn WR) ahs ate) gw cre 
Missions say Smith régime cuts African teacher-training 

PLO SLAMMESH ees tee edie ene wee olen etiiel okt whe be Maule ace anne! 
Tan Smith's government deports PENSE MLS elLOnaryilet.: et.e eee oe 
Stepped up measures against Smith Rhodesian Government 

BSked Dy (WEG Veo a dele o> els) whe aa he tne toe 3 (owen viet HB ae sett a oe 
Extreme measures to break morale used in niedee ian camps, 

BOC charges see le eke Pe hier ra cele a iin a ee ne 
Smith supporters in Rhodesia accused of anti-church campaign . 8 
Rhodesia: ~:#On ‘the way to-aparthena" 1” Sse 6 ec oc, eae eee 
British Council of Churches welcomes Prime Minister's 

statement), on. Rhodesia.) sce u's vei) wlsetlin ) anie AM Si eane ieee Ce eae eee 
Rhodesis,"bars entry by Episcopal, priest i \euierrs | woes ee) en «ees 
Rhodesian Methodists call for African rights % (ss «)<) 5 = = eece 


RUMANIA 
French Protestant delegation pays official visit to Rumania . 15 
Patriarch of Rumania to visit London and Geneva in June ..e. 17 
Baptist leaders! visas revoked by Rumania . « «/s «© ses 5 we eu 


SINGAPORE 
Singapore, Malaya Methodists study full autonomy « . . .« «ee. IL 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Anglican school. refuses to admit African boy » . s 6 s « s « «4 
South African journal scores French churches appeal .. eee. 7 
Lutherans in Southern Africa organise church federation ...- 8 
South African Government bans Defence and Aid Fund. «4 « « «6 G 
Catholic prelate and Capetown Moslems oppose forced move of Africans.10 
New effort to unfrock Professor Geyser reported . + « « «ee 9 
Beyers Naude condemns DRC silence on forced resettlement . .. 10 
South African comments on Vatican-Anglican talks « « »« » + « « 12 
The Christian Institute in Johannesburg and apartheid ..... 12 
Christians cannot be neutral says African Nationalist leader . 16 
Geneva’ church asks Fischer sentence repeal . « « « « « « « « « 18 
Call to. churches in South Atyvi 6a) a atiaccs) elles paritauiaii, + ieee tie en 
Prayer for Republic. refused by Dean <<)isicsy eile less cia ea)l et etname eet 
Bishop Zulu not given permit to attend WCC conference . e« » « 20 


SPAIN 
Ambassador sees implementation of religious liberty document 
Lh SPOLN. 6: a) bes sdigow cy @ hao tenia Walem co hipa eRe or idee ie ee 
Revision of Spanish concordat wreed.\ wanes cone saan eileuie on wit alee 
New Spanish law abolishes press censorship « »« « »« « es a.0 s « 
Barcelona priests urge break between church and Franca . e « e 
Spanish R.C.-Protestant meeting condemns proselytism « »« e« » « 


SUDAN 
WCC statement. on steps, to peace: in. Vietnamus ise + aisle ens 6 
Sudan Prime Minister challenges WCC statement . . « «6 » s « « 
Christian groups urge peace, justice in Southern Sudan .... 


SWEDEN 4 
Centenary, of: Soderblom: birthimarked: aint Swed encnrs\ ral eiieiiel aauiet es 
New Swedish group aims at unity around Pope % « . e« «e+ pe 15 


iN 
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SWITZERLAND 
; Swiss R.C's, Protestants plan official dialogue ...+..e. 
Dr. Visser.'t Hooft receives houorary citizenship of Geneva . 
Swiss group seeks: end to discriminatory laws « +s. .e.eeae 
Geneva church asks-Fischer sentence repeal »« +s os s «2 « 


ee 


, 
Swiss Reformed Church statement on mixed MATTIAges « 2 ss 0, 
} New Orthodox centre to be opened in Geneva . « «+ + ee we 
' TANZANIA 

j Union talks 4) on ° . ° ° e ° * ° . e s e s * e e e . . ° ° « 
| TURKEY Soe Weigel 

: Greek Archdiocese in America reiterates Istanbul complaint. . 

UGANDA 


fourth Assembly of Uganda Christian Council «4. < os‘ 6 es 
Anglicans in Ugande chart ten-year development plans ..- ee 


. _ UNITED KINGDOM 
Just solution in Rhodesia theme of British churches ....s 
Anglican-Methodist unity discussions continue . ... ++. 
wingele world. bible society recommended .. 6's) s&s “see ee ee 
Bemmer DOO Pavia Ogi 27 BPl Gaon eke Yee eciet a te ptuetlatem semi 


eee G. EY SOOULANA-\ sia we) Let ietks te tedwe er gid, eth elles eeae 


erconoishop Ramsey to Visit Rome, Geneva. sis. 8 @ ee le te ee 
Anglican-Presbyterian conversations discuss steps towards 
unity Ae DS iad SAC Mel sar ofa e Balak ee tl winter fee ial linctet marty ath einen 
Anglican approval given for union with North India and in 
j ay LO te ss A.W pac Le age at eh ae ee Chat) eh S ae CCR TL a Dee ere it aang 
British, U.S. Methodists STUGy. TeLAtvuonships +. «es. s 6. see us 
Extreme measures to break morale used in Rhodesian camps 


maevoryd LO GHdaplLit in: Church of South imain ! seo, a ae) ae 
Letters support plea for modern liturgy .. .«.+.eee«e « » 
Anglican primate's visit to Rome seen as epoch-making event . 
Anglican--Methodist unity group sees itself no ) longer needed . 
Mrotps shorn 1.0L. Canterbuay In ROWE wins Ginie a ects «wae, be. teens 
Christianity not declining in Britain, churchman says « »« e « 
Anglican-Presbyterian unity: British report published ... . 
Baptists to share in unity discussions » « « « »« » « e « © « « 
Free Church Council notes growth of cooperation .« .« »« « »= + « 
British Anglicans,’ Presbyterians to act on formal discussions. 
British churches urge government to increase overseas aid . « 
British Council of* Churches backs WCC statement on Vietnam. . 
British Council of Churches report cites growth of ecumenism . 
Bishop sees "scandal in money spent on unneeded Anglican 
Pulling |e «(so sti a wie etn Wipe Wie Praag fon RRR ath (@ te aks ot ae 
Ramsey hopes for closer Aneltoen® Orthodox relations e« »« « » »« 
National’ Sunday School Union to have new name ... se .«-+..e- 
Christian, Communist'"dialogue" expanding . «6 « « » « « e « « » 
British Council of Churches welcomes Prime Minister's 
statement on’ RhodeSia, . . « « « « «© « « «8 Hr eens ia 
Orthodox’ Church of Serbia welcomes Archbishop of Canterbury ° 
New uneey woven Britain: 2919. Jace; ven e eile. 6 61 e Me. eG elwepte 
British Baptists nominate Ernest Payne's successor « « « « « -« 
Popular ecumenical magazine launched in Great Britain .».... 
British church’ council urgéd to establish mission department . 
Butler appointed R.C. observer to NEB committee .« + « « « « « 


BCC charges ° ° ° . . ‘@ . ° e e * e ° e e e . * * ° . a ° s ‘ 


EPS Index/January-June, 1966 


UNITED KINGDOM (continued) 


Ue 


Patriarch of Rumania to visit London and Geneva in June .. 
Primate urges Anglican firmness on mixed marriages « . « a 
Bible in-contemporary English out in the Autumn .... -» 
Church in Wales attempts revision of Holy Communion service 
Congregational Union becomes Congregational Church . «e. 
Talks with-Episcopalians approved by Church of Scotland . 
scottish Free Church turns down union talks bid «.« « « « e 
British Government in general accord with WCC statement on 
Vile triam' © o vevtal te ow ciate eh Leh Celle ha een Un Ein garni 


Irish church rebuked for disturbance of peace . « e « «» » 


Fear and inertia of churches seem hampering British ecumenism. 


URUGUAY 


Vodetion origi sian diruagiayey iia vec tatiiaes te bhi a aL teneat ante en gant 


Se Ae 
Protestant Episcopal Church Executive Council speaks on 
Rhodesia ° e e e « . e e . . . ° ° . . . . ° ° . . 7 e e 


Students ask "penitence" on destruction of crops in Vietnam 


Chicago ecumenical services reflect deep concern over 

Via EMA us hoc Ry te ie Tales Ua Pacee th whale eure eels eang en hina et ne ams a a 
Tan Smith's government deports American missionary .« ... 
American Baptist leader urges study of ecumenical position 
Taizé community brother ordained in United Church ...e.. 
Permanent Faith and Order colloquium planned in USA .. . 
Protestants, Roman Catholics, Orthodox in USA hold first 

formal, stop-level smeeting. (eis («ene tinued} poise Gieaee a 
25 500 clergymen endorse "conscience on Vietnam". . . « « « 
U.S. Methodists urge study of China relations ... .« » « 
A.M.E. church joins. union consultations in USA . . « « » 
Southern Presbyterian-Reformed union progress is reported 
United Church to participate in dialogue with Catholics 

Lm US Be Pee ge tint Or aluico tints an wl wali at hac el akte ee ahi nee 
National Lutheran Council in USA meets for last time... 
Episcopalians, R.C's in USA hold second joint meeting .. 
British, U.S. Methodists study relationships .....-» « 
Views on Baptism examined in USA Lutheran-Catholic talks . 
Southern Baptists practice on race seen behind statements 
Admit) Ching: toi. Nh.’ USA: churches sut eeu. sy saatiees omeieeis 
Eugene Carson Blake urges war on social LAIUSULCS cet he oe 


Detailed plan of church union offered for U.S. protestantism 
Church leaders support grape-area strikers in California .. 


"Target date" snarls talks towards elimination of Negro 
JUGLSELCELON: a), eciw. roe a lektad cotrce bast Feared eee edi ie em 
Religion as, a spur to social, progsreaa Gi sweaweugae eae 
Threats force minister to forego adoption of Negro boy « . 
brethren urge revision OL eo.) China. poLtoyeieiaauie Meine aine 
Presbyterian panél séeks renewed relations with China .. 
Methodist-EUB unification plan endorsed ..s.e.-s-e+ee-e 
fAmerica! urges bishops study ‘of celibacy. she) s  scclrelss 
Dual) theme’ for WG; Mee tingsian WW SAe ois liaiel ame on haem a ees 
Mew breed” of “theologians: neques pads eats veal mie uet tea eee 


Leaders and laity protest against harrassment of Ecumenical 


Patriarchate a . . * . « . ° ° e e ° 2 o * ° ° be e * s . 
Baptists ureed.to' urbani seuminiatrw, s+ wen ul ele cee eee le 
Techrace mil saionapiosg to. UGA. st pata) ekie ale tt ee eel 
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U. S. A. (continued) 


Ps elle pw Rey, 
“ . 


World's poor get 'rich man's crumbs! religious leader says 
Roman Catholic-National Council of Churches liaison group 
‘established Och, BE Pee AON OL Oars ANG 1 Bl) Gn ele mel Oat ae end) Gainer we wee. aire 
Migrant workers strike for recognition ./'5 6) 8% et We 08 
Draft basis of union revealed for Consultation on Church 
Union a) eo eae. Tepe Lie: Wescott 16 ne le ethan lait erdlel es kan eho Allan aN are e die 
Conversations with conservative Evangelicals . . 6 « « « « 
U.S. church leaders yisit Banekok, Saigon. 06. Sie se 


ppeated debate ocours on ‘war ‘on poverty ves 8G ee ol else 


Civil rights organisation urges Vietnam withdrawal... . 
Congregations need "copernican revolution" says 

Meer ae. GS HOO LS Fy Gly sail ors a ReLri pratt Me wan payce we MMS Uae aie) ta igs 
Stringfellow sees World Council of Churches ‘obsolete! .. 
Dr. Hoskins, architect of United Church of Christ, dies . 


Bilheimer to head international affairs programme of NCCUSA 


Grassroots ecumenisn programme launched in USA ..+s... 
Brie LO LGA SUS Acie: twichelae ie anled vepcs dy vieh Sar ierke. peda eh metus 
French Christians appeal to President of the USA « « «© « « 
All missions projects to be ecumenical, says Douglass .. 
Christians, Jews join in television ‘spots! . «.. 2 » » 
Rockefeller urges "theology in action'.to end prejudice . 
New associate general secretary for National Council of 

MRIAIES TL ES ERASS Ge Lateleu PP ahicr a” Kei Gals at bien Tame mee AETRt Ll @prtied aoe ative the Uaioe eas ive 
U.oe inter-church consultation approves basic union 

Top ele th Noe atl 2: Wa aoe a aa em ice oak Var Pia ed ee oe Ec tre ee abe 
American churchmen defend WCC statement on Vietnam . .. - 
Greek Archdiocese in America reiterates Istanbul complaint 


Inter-religious institutes proposed at Gallahue Conference 


'.RC. group supports government family planning assistance . 


American Baptists form Christian unity agency . « « « « e« 
Pike. resigns office for "scholar-teacher" role « « « « « «@ 
Campus ministry leader issues call for ecumenical union . 
Joint RC-Protestant Bible study nears completion . «ss » 
Cardinal urges. churches parley on'depth! reporting e« « « » 
Church union plan takes shape ...e.. gid hs wept Nira Nie Sas 


' Baptist professor in USA joins Catholic faculty: d) Wash othe whe 


Polish Ecumenical Council condemns U.S. Vietnam policy . . 
Magazine asks Methodist debate on church union »« « .« « « « 


° 


Christians. cannot be neutral says African nationalist leader 


National Council, Catholic delegates hold first full meeting 


" Joint church appeal in USA for India famine relief «4. 2. 


Additional volunteers. for Vietnam - esse sis « se 6 ae «%6 
NOC Aeupports: Delta: minis try. ww vay sé Wenie seh sleek ie Sane ete jet ie 
U.S. church leaders outraged by Meredith shooting .« « « -« 
Churchmen active. in new committee formed to study U.S. 
RGAE OL TOY. § a dies 05 tay ny Coc tap hb ee wld ot Ea ere aL eeelie aint en tn eats al 
"Sexual revolution" study asked by church conference .e . 
Lutheran theologian urges return to Roman Catholic Church 


PUvosmenurches ‘aid Missi spl ppl poor pei swareinwdic ete ae mane este 


heformed: church vote ‘on; Chana? 5 felveiic tie 0s se cten witha tenhas ion 
Common sacramental rites urged by R.C. ecumenist « .« « « - 


e . 
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U. 


Se S. R. 
Text of interview given by Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad 
aNd’ Ladoga sepia et fe! napiteats Newt 6! ce Oleh meer iet tin) ee etCennne 2 heme Mead ite ite 
Nikodim: Change of tactics in atheistic propaganda . « e - 
Fresh restrictions on religious liberty in Russia ..... 
Worshippers crowd Moscow Cathedral while mobs chant "God is 
dead"! on tele fel osha! ey el vant myer ta: Geet aes Una eta Rael cd Gallas 
Russian delegation visit Mount Athos monastery . « « » «+e « 
New Soviet decrees interpret Russian laws on religious cults 
Protesting priests suspended in Soviet ... « « « 6 « « « ‘ 
Hospital, church dedicated by Russian leader in Middle Hast 


VIETNAM 


Communist government preferable to long war in Vietnam... 
Students ask "penitence" on destruction of crops in Vietnam 
Chicago ecumenical services reflect deep concern over 

i Ge Bo ry eel ee a ae a Pun UC ep ae oar ay ps 
International clergy committee formed to seek Vietnam peace 
2,500 clergymen endorse "conscience on Vietnam" . « e « e e« 
German Protestant-Catholic appeal urges aid to Vietnamese . 
WCC statements on steps to peace in Vietnam « « « « « a » 
Australian churches ask greater initiatives on Vietnam . e 
German intellectuals protest against war in Vietnam .« + « e 
WCC statement on Vietnam welcomed by EKD synod « « « « e« » 
Inter-religious .cconference on peace calls for Good Friday 

COASE=FALEG Mews eel ere! eal telfte teal nein tees Tar lel gion tan tw! lite iiasts 
More criticism of governments on Vietnam . + « « « « « © « « 
Churchmen speak out against draft of youths for Vietnam .. 
U.sS. church leaders’ visit Bangkok, Saigon” “ss 9 ls oe ve we is 
Civil rights organisation urges Vietnam withdrawal . « « « .« 
Saigon Catholics ask government for democratic action .. .« 
British Council of Churches backs WCC statement on Vietnam . 
French Christians appeal to President of the USA. .« ..s « 
American churchmen defend WCC statement on Vietnam . « « « e 
Netherlands Ecumenical Council issues statement on Vietnam . 
Polish Ecumenical Council condemns U.S. Vietnam policy ... 
Additional volunteérs for Vietnam) ~ wis "sh 6 fs <) © te Ue eles « 
British Government in general accord with WCC statement on 

Vietnam OS Oe eS MO Peer al el gi ey Fel lee athe Semel te) perl Vee Oeil ier he wale 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Orthodox Church ‘of Serbia welcomes the Archbishop of 
Canterdury, eiier veces Meilgani ede eg. Lee N er up aes aeRO ne cen (at ba ne meen 

Partial agreement between the Vatican and the Yugoslav 
Government? « ae hee YO et ae RN NE ta oeae Ter eee CR Ae ements 4S 


ZAMBIA . 


Lusaka invitation by ‘Ar ohbLeho ps se tiie et ee coe ela enn oe 


Mindolo names new principal ei velrmnr whieh beyecilee taaihee Aclulte a ealia aati 


ZANZIBAR ~ 


Anglican bishop expelled by Zanzibar régime |. 2. 6 « « a 6 
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°"RKD - synod ‘discusses Vatican Council -and:statement on the 
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ECUMENICAL AND INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN BODIES 


Pipa Ina tT bute) Opera vit iene) CON | scatalael eves boomer ene te 
bingio world Bible «society recommended’. 6 a's se 8. eek 
Asian churchman joins staff of Theological Education Fund. . 
Pn Cn ere Man CULE \WORK ie tate te le (yao e: acca Anan ah ec kiee 
BAvceappoinia rofuges Sooratary <6 i010 75. 5.ye wee 8 ae eos ee ce 
Five Bible societies issue joint Greek New Testament .« » « « 
UBS reports demand of developing nations for Bibles .. «.» 
Special report: Christia an Literature Fund Committee meets . 
Christians! role in industry, lay training studied by Asia 
Poe OMe Gee iat a a) bee meter al ne delim Cees Sule uate iG iek. tale sitet Leanie 


WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES 


Austrian Protestant churches take disciplinary action against 

Peer TeG en ha Ca” a oF ooh ea SEU AEhaie phere ecules ie) Bedea hat Gora ca teeters 
Methodist bishop commends article on "restricted" priests . . 
American Baptist leader urges study of ecumenical position . 
Ussv Methodists urge study of China relations « « « « « « « « 
AMS church. joins’ union consultation in’ USA sic 6 see yates 
Natzonal Lutheran Council in USA meets for the last time .. 
British; U.S. Methodists study relationships .« « »« « « »/% » 
Views on Baptism examined in USA Lutheran-Catholic talks .. 
Baptists end publication pact with Canada's United Church. . 
Southern Baptists practice on race seen behind statements » . 


Lutheran theologians discuss future dialogue with Rome .. . 
' Old issues no-longer prevent Lutheran-Reformed fellowship « . 
--EKD proposes constitutional recognition of intercommunion . 
-VELKED ‘asks renewed stress on message of Reformation .» « « -« 

Lutherans in Southern Africa organise church federation... 


World Lutheran Assembly set for Weimar in East Germany . 


‘position of expellees ..... ° . PEM ar De Pe ice Pat Peo 


‘WGC -statement on Vietnam welcomed ae BKD synod et nel) etre) 0 hre ite 


Lutheran-Reformed conversations held on theme confession . 


‘$Jecond Lutheran-Roman Catholic consultation held epee slic Ltallae 


Canadian bishop asks Pope to reconsider Anglican orders « « e 
Ramsey hopes for closer Anglican-Orthodox relations ». »« »« ss. 
Appel -urges Lutherans to see work in ecumenical context « « 
"Gouncil of Methodist Central Conference of Europe" formed . 
LWF -sets up committee mission in West Africa . »« 6 « © « « e 


” Haptiat Jeaders* visas revoked by Rumania- 6 Sei \ejncie ve a Oak's 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


WCC ‘calls World Conference on Church and Society. « . « »« « » 
Reports indicate growing number of Week of Prayer observances 
Ecumenical movement seen entering new period ...«.+s.ea«e 
WCC-RC cooperation asked in emergency, development aid « « « 
weC official asks delay in elevation to episcopacy .« «ee. 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake elected WCC general secretary » «.. 
RaGe. Statement ion Blake el6abron ere Ge so ital enis dew yee 
WCC-RC's to synchronise aid efforts; WCC asks $3,000,000 

LOx LUE ne helsse le Oe. fe toa Me iim ke creeks hed hes chal tek Val We Dee eel hh aeee 
WCC observer sees Vatican II as only a beginning ...see-e. 


World Cauncil of Churches ponders its ecumenical role .«... 


Ecumenical pioneer commemorated at World Council headquarters 
"Wide door, many adversaries" seen facing unity movement .. 
Dr. Fry's resignation rejected: Dr. Chandran named 2nd 

ae hes Wlolalow kale) ae ee wre eee ie ey ONS par ea Pr mcr eee eat ae me a ge aes 
New WCC staff appointments « « + + + © © © ss © we we ew es 


° s ° e . 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 


First responses to WCC famine appeals « « « + « » + ee « 
WCC Fourth Assembly will discuss "new style of living" .. 
Central Committee approves WCC budget of $990,000 for 1966 
Dr. Visser tt Hooft Ae) honoured: es sete fee en ete mre ie 
Stepped up measures against Smith Rhodesian government asked 
Tia 5 te 0) © a ee a har hn PS ol MP tats OM mah as cn TY he be 
wcc: statement on steps to peace in Vietnam . « « « « « » e 
WCC: has now resettled 293,191 refugees «2. 6 « « 28 «© «© « « 2 
weC urges full support of World Disarmament Conference . . 
WCC: voices hope for common religious liberty action with 
Catholbioa a os ibe vex a hie > Null oo tee lols hetie areas white Ee Coen 
Four membership applications approved by wCC committee . .» 
wCC Central Committee hears of "gazetter of need" « « » « « 
WCC-RC report outlines wide area for growing contacts »« « e 
Joint WCC-RC study of social questions recommended ... « « 
Sudan Prime Minister challenges WCC statement »« » « « » « « 
Special report: Mass communication meeting in Bossey « « « 
Archbishop Ramsey to visit Geneva en route home from Rome . 
WCC consultation discusses problems of laymen abroad + « « 
wee statement on Vietnam welcomed by EKD synod . « « « e« « 
Visser 't Hooft statement on mixed marriage instruction » .« 
Geneva: Dre Ramsey calls WCC "servant of churches 
traditions" 0 eR Sats ete lie Die ite tat [ett el On Sie mre. oe Moet) bernie le oh eee 
weoc presidents issue 1966) Pentecost message «es, «16 6 « 
Dual theme for WCC meeting in US Ane) ts (he desl let pad Pel alien) eee eene 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft receives honorary citizenship of Geneva 
Lutheran-Reformed conversations held on theme: confession 
Congregations need "copernican revolution" says 
Vis eer pte HOO Ly sw ele) alata) de phils re china e tala or Naan ea cn ies ee 
British Council of Churches backs WCC statement on Vietnam 
Stringfellow sees World Council of Churches ‘obsolete! . . 
Special report: Psychiatric conference at Bossey seen as 
hopeful DEMINNIN SG le ish ial ie nial ale, hailey Ge, hoon eine Reet tn ee 
East German state officials visit Boumenical Centre »« » «» e 
Youth to have special role at Church-Society conference .« . 
WCC-RC Joint Working Group holds third meeting at Bossey . 
Former Century editor to take WCC-WCCE POSE: wHwiial eile ‘elias 
Churchmen honouring Dr. Blake hear WCC problems cited « . e 
Response to WCC appeal for India passes half-way mark .. . 
Patriarch of Rumania to visit London and Geneva in June « e 
Special report: Christian Literature Fund committee meets 
WGC leaders visit Boumenical Patriarchate » «'«.« « « «ee 
Bishop Zulu not given permit to attend WCC conference « e« « 
British Government in general accord with WCC statement on 
MEG Me fe i os em) ole) cet nites Mik hae mian ne le age cot sera ree 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


Athenagoras called "unquestioned head" of orthodoxy « .« « « 
Leaders and laity protest against harassment of Ecumenical 

Patriarchate,” ote!’ lo 6! ps) 5 Sete” coo, dunk ae Us tela ae! coat bal ioe the) em 
Patriarch calls for unity in implementing Christian message 
WCC leaders visit Eoumenical Patriarchate ......s.+se.s 
New ‘Orthodox centre to be opened in Geneva » +». -+e«-se-. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New difficulties for the Roman Catholic Church in Poland... 
catholica urge ime off for church ‘attendanoe ® ao. ete Me ee 
Roman: Catholic synods on church reforms to include laity ... 
Archbishop Ramsey to visit Rome, Geneva «.« se. +6 s s 6 « we 
Fope names commissions to: implement Council «2 « 6 + 8% « e 
Reports indicate growing number of Week of Prayer observances. 
Durprising prayers fox anity in diocese of: Rote hi. tee wai 
WCC-RG cooperation asked in emergency, development aid . « « « 
Protestants, Roman Catholics, Orthodox in USA hold first 
PLOTMaL WeOne2 oved “Meet ie ies. } male el heb er me een tte ey ens 
y German Protestant-Catholic appeal urges aid to Vietnamese .. 
Father..Kueng urges revision of mixed marriage rules . «ee. 
Protestants, Catholics in Japan increase cooperation, 
Pet AO. De REDON | | Rdtie Piste ich Sue pees wr Fea MR eae ea ae ee ae 
Swiss RC's, Protestants plan official dialogue ee rare ar were) te 
RC. statement on Blake election... Ae rire Wink amu aes i fe 
WCC-RC's to synchronise aid ‘efforts; woo asks $3,000,000 
ose g 7 de OU ee ae Bee ee OE Gea men ee oem erie AP ads Ar Mie 
United Church'to participate in dialogue with Gainolids in 
US AL . e 4 e 4 e ° . 4 . é e . e ° e ° . e . e ° » ° ® ° . e 
Episcopalians, RC's in USA hold second joint meeting »« « « « « 
WCC voices hope for common religious liberty action with 
§ VS Sie SM: Sa Gee See ae, ar Ce Ee ee yt ale Ree Par a Snr a ean NP Ae 9 
} 2/ Argentinian priests resign in dispute over reforms . «. « e 
. WCC-RC report outlines wide area for growing contacts . 2. « e 
: Joint WCC-RC study of social questions recommended « » « « « « 
Views on Baptism examined in USA Lutheran-Catholic talks .. . 
; Caritas pledges ecumenical cooperation in meeting famine 


needs Beet eet ee Ce ele wind pa) He tel Medes whet al Mn ee) ental e Peel ie ho. LW cet ae oie 


ON OV OV ON OD 101 Ul ur SPR WN DM FH PH 


Dutch RC, Reformed churches plan joint study group . « »« «ss 
Uniat Chunch to recognise mixed marriages with Orthodox .. . 
Calambian priest ‘who deo came revolutionary” slain in clash 
Se ACHE sf pice! a deep RI Pe Metta lS Ease tele mee rye a Maes 
Pevieton of Spanish concordat 5 we he rae Pie eel ve ve alerts 
Anglican Primate's visit to Rome seen as epoch-making event . 
Lutheran theologians discuss future dialogue with Rome » s « » 
| French. RC body. issues document on economic life’ . » » »s « » e 
, Waldensian cites progress, problems in Italian dialogue .. . 
Commentators say new mixed marriage regulations represent 
BOLIC Stee fOr ward) ois! A¢ pea eS ete ie aha! 1a ee ORR eb: Teter mene 
Catholic prelate and Capetown Moslems oppose forced move 
ER AT PAC TES lok. Ss ety ie) wtih Weald fat: wii, bapa Oe mrad cw hee Teel cg neetnart Sire aes 
Troops burn down RC seminary in southern Sudan « « « «+ « »# see JQ 
Visser 't Hooft statement on mixed marriage instruction .. . 10 
Protestant disappointment over mixed marriage changes ..«.- . 10 
Archbishop of Canterbury in Rome .« . « » «.« « «© © «© © © © « @ LO 
‘America! urges bishops! study of celibacy « « »« « « # « « « e 10 
Partiecipants- named for HKD-RG talks’ -s 6 xetls) Uae let ost we a ey gh 
Doel enene for. WCC’ meeting in USA s. 9* ie ksveventice gt fe Fi) Melia) Ve, antes RL 
Bishop clamps down; people, protest ‘<0 %« « 9. 0\¢ sieve 2 «@ © LL 
Cardinal Ottaviani forecasts birth control report in June .. 12 
Canadian bishop asks Pope to reconsider Anglican orders .. e« 12 


OoMOOoNAN AAA 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (continued) 


South African comments on Vatican-Anglican talks .« « « « « e 
Pope takes part in ecumenical T.V. discussion .« « « « « « « 
second Lutheran- evens Catholic consultation held « « »« « « « 
Saigon Catholics ask government for democratic action ¢« » « 
Ottaviani yy setae end ot. nde ety ced le Uc weee hey bie oe Pewee tee ae 
Delay in commission report on birth control scen « 6 «+ « «= « 
Support, Council decrees, Pope tells Curia « 2 » «6 « « w « 
Israeli, author says Pius XII rescued 700,000 JewS «2. «6 + « « 
Cardinal. Altrink “onr Cela bac y iwhls nen Lelieues ecw ate ests s) Uetitart = rent. 
Vocation crisis: in. Uruguay jo!a w isyiist fetter vate) vey be Ties pivnen Fenn tite 
Forgiveness note sounded as Poles celebrate millenium .. . 
Urge Catholic-Protestant study of marriage, worship problems 
WCC-RC Joint Working Group holds third meeting at Bossey « .» 
RC group supports government family planning assistance . e« 
Louvain launches study of Roman Catholic references to Jews 
Primate urges Anglican firmness on mixed marriages » » « » « 
Cardinal urges churches parley on ‘depth! reporting . »« « « 
Czechoslovakia requests new talks with Vatican « « « « » « » 
Baptist professor in USA joins Cathobie  £acuLhy iw see-eeas war 
Wyszinski offers a pact to régime “. « « sv «5 6 « «#8 8 % 
Critical "questions to the Protestant churches" . . «4 « « « 
Partial agreement between the Vatican and the Yugoslav 
Government ie: a. ge en a) we: Ceca ie tel ope fete a en wt weenie 
No participation of Protestant pastors in Roman Catholic 
WEGGAN BE bo cease initia Ws *)e,, wi) 5: tat eWle x! De eUnenet at Gre ak ciiemed 
600 Catholic intellectuals urge change in birth control 
teaching bb ear Bela ad eal eh fe ee eins oteiapnenaen he peels Aas tata! alae 
All baptised are church members Pope tells pilgrims .. . 
National Council, Catholic delegates hold first full eee 
Roman Catholics approve a Protestant Bible for common’ use . 
Pope postpones Council decrees on church reform e« »« « « « ¢ 
Lutheran theologian urges return to Roman Catholic Church 
Spanish RC-Protestant meeting condemns proselytisn .« »« « « « 
Common s sacromental rites urged by RC ecumenist .» »« « « s « 
Priest sees 'serious objections! to mixed marriage laws .. 
Hungarian church criticises Roman Catholic mixed marriage 


rules e Co > ° oJ ° . ° ° ° e * e ° e ° ° e e ° °. e om e * 
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CATHGORY II: Substance 


ANTI-SEMITISM 
Cardinal and Rabbi concerned about anti-semitic tendencies .. 
Louvain launches study of Roman Catholic references to Jews « e 


ATHEISM 
Nikodim: changes of tactics in atheistic propaganda «6 e « « 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTIT UDES (See also Vatican Council 
Finnish bishop sees retention. of churches! characteristics .. 
African theologians hold consultation »« . « «+ «+s» «se «c« es eae 
Oriental Orthodox churches plan research institute .» ..... 
Reports indicate growing number of Week of Prayer observances . 
surprising prayers for unity in. diocese of Rome .« e« «4 « « « » 
Permanent Faith and Order, colloquium planned on USA. « « « « e 
Ecumenica al movement seen entering new period .« « »« « « + « « e 
Protestants, Roman Catholics, Orthodox in USA hold first 

pormel top>Llevel meeting es tie ere ee wale 6 8 meee 
World Council of Churches ponders its ecumenical role 2. . «es 
"Wide door, many adversaries" seen facing unity movement ... 
Waldensian cites progress, problems in Italian dialogue . .. +s. 
Patriarch calls for unity in implementing Christian message » .« 
New Swedish group aims at unity around the Pope « »« » « « e « e 
WCOC-RC Joint Working Group holds third meeting at Bossey . ° 
American Baptists form Christian unity agency « « « » « e «= « « 
Campus ministry leader issues call for: ecumenical union. e ’ 
The Lutheran contribution to the ecumenical dialogue ..e. « .« 
All baptised are church members, Pope tells pilgrims .«. « « » « 
Lutheran theologian urges return to Roman Catholic Church... 
Bishop Lilje critical of "Protestant Council" proposal..« e « « 
Common sacramental rites urged by RC ecumenist « « « « »« 0 « « 


CHURCH BUILDINGS AND ARCHITECTURE 
Bishop: sees "scandal" in money spent on unneeded Anglican 
buildings ° ° °° 6 e o ° o e e e . e e . ° s 7 se e . > . * ° . 


CHURCH DISCIPLINE 
Austrian. Protestant churches take disciplinary action against 
pastor pia esc by Nee le pent leat hee tan? GL Net ae sine oh He iat el ean ine he 
Austrian church chides pastor for role in uixed marriage. .. . 
New effort to unfrock Frofessonr* Coyser a) ahue. o:.0r maker) &, lek tense Uieye 
'America! urges bishops study ef (Ge labaoy. ei elie sivetas on) wets 
Ottavienst confirms end” of “Index 4. se eeteuet 6) lad O. oh brie em onlce 
Wereins APPIN orl CoLLDaAR yates iis inca ey oh aR eee die etn) eee oasis site 
Wpouencane! ebosed’ ity Austria stew) Me et eSowitn, ehbancehuaotan panacea 
Protesting: priests suspended in Soviets. s{ie ss lee ele ens 


CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS (See also Religious Liberty) | 
Greek theologian favours church-state separation . . « 
Cardinal absent from milleniary celebrations in Rome . 

Athens ‘court sentence’s bishop for defying government PEt tar 
West German court ruling on school prayers challenged . 

Troops burn: down RC seminary in southern Sudan .« « « « « » « « 
Rival celebrations in Poland by church and state «+. + «.«s 
Anglican bishop expelled by Zanzibar régime . . 2. + + « e we © 
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CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS (continued) 

India expels Michael Scott for role in Naga dispute . .« « «+ 
Greek Archdiocese in America reiterates Istanbul complaint . . 
German socialists welcome church expellee statement . . «. » « 
Barcelona priests urge break between church and Franco « « « .» 
Wyeginski offtrs.6 pact tan régime ° 4,6). a ls ie ieee len ees es 
Partial agreement between the Vatican and the Yugoslav 

Sov eypnmen Ge Sykeaiay ae ell eh) otter ele taal te) wee alte eee en we ee ell Ome 
Protest against nationalisation of Christian schools in 

PART SEEN obi «ced aheaLW oe) Gedee 0. @: cee) Ma Lig ilies phate salt aiia Un ite a enemy 


Riodesia bare entry by Epiacopel, priest i. eu en wala ce se ueenen 


EKID* says president must’ be free to visit Hast « « « « « « « « 
Proposed Hungarian church law underlines support of state .. 
Clergsynean toid7to ‘Leave Ghana: <6) js, « sisats aches) se cle aa ee wate 
Protesting: priesta suspended: in) Soviievy s/s len ee eine set sO) evans 
Prayer: for: Republic. refused: hy Dean) ve (eves suber veteulen sme «ne 
Polish:authorities urge break with cardinal « «6 « « « «© « « 
Bishop Zulu not given permit to attend WCC conference . » « « 
Irish church rebuked for disturbance of peace .. » »« « »« « e 
Opes leaders! visas revoked by Rumania «« « » « « «6 6 « = * 


CHURCH UNION 
Anglican-Methodist unity discussions continue . »« « «a e « es 
Churoh ‘unity -in Holland to become more visible . « «» s « « »# 
ASrTesnan se “ino VCC tLand | 2's. )/e 1s whceu 6. wile ales lie) tel. W atetl 6 eee eee 
Anglican-Presbyterian conversations discuss steps towards 
unity Fee Les @ 5 ee a ele 6 kw ete ae eae ae es Le. eee e le eke er wre 
Reformed churches in the Netherlands to join Presbyterian 
ALEP ENG ie A oe ei ilah overs @)y ou ieitlet twas well mo tiw) bag hime iret eh lia eases: eee 
Anglican approval given for union in North India and in 
Cey.lon Sitter wes He" Toe fe) OF Se ee Gh ok. eo ive lilt), oF Lee 5025 en anete a Om eae: 
Church union “in MagtvAtrica suffers, setbackiens: sie ihen et ie ees 
A.MVEs church’ joing anion’ consul tationjin: Usk cee tw ie iat wits 
Southern Presbyterian-Reformed union progress is reported .. 
Commission reports progress on N.Z church union » « ». « « « » 
Detailed plan of church union offered for U.S. protestantism . 
Anglican-Presbyterian unity: British report published .... 


Nigeria church  untotistalled: by. legal, 20 bom.) su ema 6 ciee ai 


Baptists .to* shareein Unity -<dlscussi Ong. lel sil (0k anenned anes wane 
Methodist-H.U.B. unification plan- endorsed’. « . . s « « « i= * 
Draft. basis of union revealed for Consultation on Church 
ks oh sate ieee SLU Ae ee, ee eNO er TLR Rai a ihe a7) WIE 8s 
British. Anglicans, Presbyterians to act on formal discussionss 
British Council: of Churches report cites growth of ecumenism . 
Newimnity move an Britain - pire. aoe delet ook meee cits & cuneate 
U.S. inter-church consultation approves basic union 
PANG ples.) 0) ce: 6 sy away a he ae A a) elke eee a ee eae ne 
Reformed Church of France urges further unity studies .:... 
Church union plan takes siapes teins aye Mel UNcea et tseeen eae a ae 
Uniden talkie’) go. ork fe Gon gis stdin cent et eat ehe Saban ti, Pens eam 
Magaziné asks Methodist debate on church union e « « « « « + e 
Talks with Episcopalians approved "by Church“ of Scotland sy. 
Congregationalists welcome Anglicans to Australian union 
negotiations Pe er ad EE re ee hee epee mera i overe FE AI oie ee eb 
Scottish Free Church turns down union talks bid . 9... es. 
Hast African churches discuss new pace towards union ...e. 
New body to promote closer ties of Latin American Reformed 
CHULPOHEST 6 Cie past iis 6 a ter ital lal arsighi Face Meat rg 62g oi a a a 
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CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE 

pingapore, Maiaya Methodists studyifull autonomy wow ests) eed 
Church leader says slumber of past 15 years is over for 

CeCe ONUFONS ES «Falk wt athe Plas 6 ibaa Re Aon rey) aie ohio eles lmlete vice. - wi ip eth 
Orthodox Church of France and Western Europe becomes 

I OM OIG Bement ice | 4) Val te bg phe pre hw Peatee Wale: Taille aug a Sects: ee iwcae yee Oe ee 
Penve ale chodi ets. TOP Ke MU bOMOMMIIE® iy ue: eh) a diel alee os katie cueckeli al al eure 
EPLOrvts to sudivsplis. ine Church of) South vindiac. ove) oie elle = ee al 
Old issues no longer prevent Lutheran-Reformed fellowship... 8 
VELKD asks renewed stress on message of Reformation »« e« ..«es. 8 
Church of South India commission examines breakaway group . «+» 9 
Christianity not declining in Britain, churchman says .« « « « »- 10 
The independence of the Orthodox Church of France and 

Weir Eek rO pe)! 4h ict) Go AP epee pile nt ei ebve riage wasida Rtg Ag le! be aheiale aig miagee 
Mass movement back to church reported in Indonesia .«..--e. 18 
Anglicans in Uganda chart ten-year development plans .. +. + « 18 
Congregational Union becomes Congregational Church ..« e« « - » 18 
DDR churches reported eager to take responsible role in 

(Se ao) ole ale Mc On ae Panis Mg Sea eA ES odie ie ie aoe a eens Bees 
Fear and inertia of church seen hampering British ecumenism . . 20 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 
Italian court acquits two for defence of conscientious 
objection e . oT e ° ° * ° . . . ° ° * e s . > e e ° . > *. . s 6 


EDUCATION (general, Christian) 
Py aieunird regignal Bible study courses, 17 ALriCa 4 pi ahe eusesieee 
Ponodle +o stress respect for Israel's non-Jews: » » 6.4/2.» a9 00 
National Sunday School union to‘have new name « « « »« »«.« e « » 13 
Protest against nationalisation of Christian schools in 
ERED Cty aaa ee alia? 6! ee oe ceil e:: beth Ry eee eh, eh oie doa Salo poet ani ceae eae cme 
Pacific theological College dedicated at Suva . «6 « « « «© « « » 20 


EVANGELISM 
Christians, Jews join in television 'spots! . « « » »« « »« « « « 14 


FAMILY PLANNING 
Pastoral letter advises confessors on counselling married 
PEVSsoneeLeine ,contraceptLon sah edie doh oeghack ae oe feobe seis lass ier ee 
Cardinal Ottaviani forecasts birth control report in Jume . .. 12 
Delay in commission report on birth control seen ~. e's ss .« « « 14 
RC group supports government family plarining assistance . .. . 16 
600 Catholic intellectuals urge change in birth control 
pata c Wee s or peg 25) 0 Sale) Sehadie’ oe pee teee) etl spwacd eibette ac ale Na ie fren 6 Febe 


FESTIVALS 
wCC presidents issue 1966 Pentecost message » « « « « «-+ « « « Il 
Worshippers crowd Moscow Cathedral while mobs chant "God is 
Posi GULSTAS wee wa, sabe! let pia pete eu eben sil e wet bet wats) je feel ene 


INFORMATION (press, broadcasting, film, photography) 
Special report: Mass communication meeting in Bossey « « «+. 7 
New -Spanish law abolishes press censoyvship <“. « ‘se 0 6 6 es ee J 
Cardinal urges churches parley on 'depth! reporting . . « «+. . LT 
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INTER-CHURCH AID (see also Refugees) 

German. Protestants, Catholics appeal urges aid to Vietnamese . 
wec/RC's to synchronise aid efforts: WCC asks $3,000,000 

for India Bhat Ce oN Ne ah ty er dorset) aback Su fail og Last «aaa Livi a eh, a er cane Oe es alt as ae 
First responses to WCO) famine appeals: | set Sims) anh ey wie cml vera 
Netherlands takes joint action for India famine relief « ... .e 
WCC Central Committee hears of "gazetter of need" «2. « « « » 
Dutch joint appeal for Indian famine raises $4,998, 600 in 

one day Ce fee ek ae Sito “MeL eT a en Sky A Meet ee Pk tm lee SOM OC ROM Tt fara A wpe wl pan 
Kenya starvation threat). Peal. a. 0 /\e%: oe (ete) eWay. ewe ye, ve eee ae 
Danish. churches send 11 million vitamin pills to India... . 
Caritas pledges ecumenical cooperation in meeting famine 

needs Owe Roe ee ea el we O he wae, ae Ne SR ae Se ona, Lote ne Olas Betas ate re ea ee ene ae 
New joint food development. organization seen as ecumenical 

Milestones ve Yea ele fey wie) ek wink le: lela AW elit ae set ed ee ile Ue 
Churches. response to India hunger threat continues ..« « e e 
Response. to WCC appeal for India passes half-way mark ..+.« e 17 
Poles send medical supplies to Schweitzer's hospital .« . « « - 17 
Joint church appeal in USA for India famine relief . . « » « « 
Additional volunteers for Vietnam os <\e ele s,s a hele Sle) eee 


\O \O “si a NOD NOT VI — 


NCG supports: Delta Ministry ieicelee~. «al «| lel sy Widlpiniaignianmas 
U.Ss) churches: aid Mississippi poor e leh) we we wh oe le wee 
Hospital, church dedicated by Russian leader in Middle East . 19 


INTER-CHURCH CONTACTS, EXCHANGES, AND RELATIONS 
Latin Protestants of Europe Beate contacts with Latin America. 8 
Conversations with conservative Evangelicals . « « « « « « « « 12 
Orthodox Church of Serbia welcomes the Archbishop of 
Can Fer pur yesh bil one ce teh when best io! bate mtu ah \ atl eam gr varie con er 
French Protestant delegation pays official visit to Rumania . 15 


INTER- CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS, CONTACT S, AND EXCHANGES 

Archbishop Ramsey to visit Rome, Geneva ... «+ « « « = « « 
Ecumenical’ monastery formed in Austria »« »« » « © » « « » » « e 
Protestants, Roman Catholic, Orthodox in USA hold first 

formal: top-level meeting sie lias nel es Gal syne dal tes incie taiw the 
Protestants, Catholics in Japan increase cooperation, 

ALTAICLS Si POPOL BS) win bi ile iim cyecye ede laipe pane wale ibe ane Sailer kth hig arene 
Swiss RC's, Protestants plan official dialogue » « « «sss « 
United Church to participate in dialogue with Catholics 

Ra ey Lis? ee ° e e . ° e e ry ° . ry ° ° » e e . . e . ° e ry © e ° 
Episcopalians, RC!'s-in USA hold second joint meeting . . .«.- 
WCC-RC report outlines wide area, for, growing contacts . » .. 
Joint WCC-RC study of social questions recommended .« + » » « « 
Caritas pledges ecumenical cooperation in meeting famine 

NOCAS).*' oe lin ah nf oi, 0 ey ok Ee a eettAN way aera Sek a OO Nar aLm aie Rieck bec aa yee ae 
Dutch RC, reformed churches plan joint study group . ....e.-s. 
Anglican Primate's visit to Rome seen as epoch-making event . 
lutheran theologians discuss future. dialogue with Rome... . 
New joint food development organization seen as ecumenical 
MALO se bone zee 20 yw lecestas Tene et eta inte aPeLeD alti ianl BINT: Leni Naika gira ta 
Archbishop, of Canterbury! in somes oh vac vsecth wiles eater Ul Paneer tenia ine 
Free Church Council notes growth of cooperation . »s »« e « « e 
Participants ‘named .for -BRD=RG iba pig. \< wales pata Dae) ea cel ae eee eine 
Roman Catholic-National Council of Churches liaison group 

established ee, wire ms 7 8 PP Adee MPR TIS yee! lnc ahs 0) emery lek 
Fourth Assembly of Uganda Cit and An COUR GAD 15 vp Sule sie tlle Or auuccel at mit Ab bh kdeske 


Nearness 
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INTER-CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS (continued) 


south African comments on Vatican Anglican talks .« . .« »« « « 
Roman Catholics and Protestants meet at Fulda ...e+.«e#e«s 
Pope ‘takes part-.in &cumenical TV discussion . . « « se « e 
Second Lutheran-Roman Catholic consultation held . ....«-. 
Grassroots ecumenism programme launched in USA . »« « « « « « 
Orthodox, Gatholic patriarchs visited by Anglican .«. . « « « 
Urge Catholic-Protestant study of marriage, worship problems 
Butler -appointed RC observer to NEB committee ..«..s«»+e«« 
Joint. R@-Protestant Bible study 2 6 ses tet ee a wie lee!“ 
Baptist professor in USA joins Catholic faculty . . « e« « « 
Critical "questions to the Protestant churches" . «2 « « 
National Council, Catholic delegates hold first full meeting 
Joint church appeal in USA for India famine relief ... . « + 
Churches to share one exhibit at Montreal Expo-67. . ..e«.-s 
Roman Catholics approve a-Protestant Bible for common use . 
First interconfessional Indian peace conference .« »« « « « « 
Spanish RC~Protestant meeting condemns proselytism . « « « e« 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 


Cooperation with Communigts urged by cardinal “.).. sie. «it. « 
Schools to stress respect for Israel's non-Jews « 6 « « » » 
Orthodox Jews criticise Christian missions in Israel... 
Boro organisation of faiths is urged. wus sie ie ee) eas 
Inter-religious conference on peace calls for Good Friday 
eee eral TO) delnfekibt: ea) ele) is, 8). 0 awe 6 Je) ebawetettabte nse! white: well iede 
Israeli author says Pius XII rescued 700,000 Jews 2.4. e« « « 
Seot moderating anti-church stand «. «+e «-«-s « «© « © « » 
Christians, Jews join in television 'spots! . . « « « « e-e 
Inter-religious institutes -proposed at Gallahue conference . 


INTERNATIONAL AFFATRS 


Just -solution in Rhodesia theme of British churches .. » « 
Protestant Episcopal Church Executive Council speaks on 
PROC Gea tart eee), eit bY tes ely sey) ott eh tee wileagen ote Misael ethied apie Me 
Communist government preferable to long war in Vietnam. . . 
Students ask "penitence" on destruction of crops in Vietnam 
Arsonists attack home of German theologian »« « « « « « «© « « 
Christian leaders in India call for thanksgiving and 
dedication after Tashkent agreement . »« » « « » « © © » « 
International clergy committee formed to seek Vietnam peace 
2,500 clergymen endorse "conscience on Vietnam" . . e«.«- 
U.S- Methodists urge study of China relations .« « « « « « « 
Stepped. up measures against Smith Rhodesian government 
PeSICSC sO CWS, eg op. esas) ew Spee UR ee) ca, Sart athe aceon at cle, Wide Mebane tine fy eteda eae 
wCC. statement on steps to peace in Vietnam » « « + « « © « « 
Australian churches ask greater initiatives on Vietnam... - 
WCC. urges full support of World Disarmament Conference . es -« 
Extreme measures to break morale used in Rhodesian camps, 
BCC charges . » « wi eyawlee vel aa ele eh «Peet Aman war alerey Cab hive sale 
Admit China to U.N. USA Tier tia Me eer Ca at eet ats @ hip hae Aas 
South African journal scores French churches appeal ...e. 
Evangelical Sudeten Germans: oppose EKID's border stand «. . . 
Christian groups urge peace, justice in southern Sudan...» 
Smith supporters in Rhodesia accused of anti-church campaign 
German intellectuals protest against war in Vietnam . . » « 
U.N. Commission advances religious liberty draft .»« «-« . » -» 
Inter-religious conference on peace calls for Good Friday 
cease fire te ee ee Oe 80) ane ee ae eee? et ee) la wel ae ae Cs alt hp 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (continued) 
Rhodesia: "On:‘the way to apartheid" . . « « « « « « © « e 
Brethren urge revision of U.S. China Policy .. +. +6 « « » 
Presbyterian panel seeks renewed relations with China . . 
More criticism of governments on Vietmam « » « « © « « « « 
Churchmen speak out against draft of youths for Vietnam . 
~Civil rights organisation urges Vietnam withdrawal . « e -« 
German ‘churches! attitude not ‘one-sided!..\. 4.6 «se « % 
Saigon Catholics ask government for democratic action + .« 


British Council of -Churches backs WCC statement on Vietnam: 


French Christians appeal to President of the USA « « « e « 
British Council of Churches welcomes Prime Minister's 
statement on Rhodesia: 0 os "alle ve ls) ce leh el ethan! ecller enlelae ta 
American churchmen defend WCC statement on Vietnam » « « « 
Netherlands Ecumenical Council issues statement on Vietnam 
Polish Ecumenical Council condemns U.S. Vietnam action . . 


EKID says president must be free to visit Hast »« « «6 « e« e: 


Churchmen active in new committee formed to study U.S. 
COTA POLLY ia: ee) Te ve le ere te.) Bebe ek ae Lee ste omens 

Reformed Churnoh: vote won) Chime’. Meld a ad alg ue cep hivee eens 

British Government in general accord with WCC statement on 
Vietnam vel Ve tae ele Cen ee Vener eh en One eRe Iw. Teli el ts et ee ee 


LAITY - . 

Roman Catholic en: On - Pees reforms to include laity . 

wCG consultation discusses problems of laymen abroad «. e's 

Leaders and laity protest against harassment of Ecumenical 
Patriarchate |e ey le eel ele ee a abivee Babe Riedine Them ates anerne mee ne 

Christians’ role in industry, lay training studied by 
Asia conferenne | iQ Sie Sern oitativatiee te icincue Seen mn eres 


LITERATURE (including Bible and other publications) 
indonesian Bible printing plant) opengl veya an ea) eae one 
Five Bible societies issue joint Greek New Testament . e« « 
Popular ecumenical magazine launched -in Great Britain .. 
UBS reports demand of developing nations for Bibles 4... 
Bible in contemporary English out in the autumn .... e 
Roman Catholics approve a Protestant Bible for common use 


LITURGY AND FORMS OF WORSHIP 
Prayer, Book revasion iin Britain) opoMee ela ae ental «ale 
Letters support plea for modern liturgy « « « « « « « « « 


MARXISM | ‘ 
Christian and Marxist leaders tol Meet Cave laa ve 0k. ere 
Christian, Communist "dialogue" expanding . «+ + « « « e 
Communist, Christian -theologians hold dialogue in Germany 
Czechoslovakia requests new talks with Vatican . .... « 
Sincerity. required for genuine Christian-Marxist dialogue 


MINISTRY 
Baptists urged to urbanize Hin Bhar yey he hie b's hye Aireiiig 
Canadian Bishop asks Pope to reconsider Anglican orders . 
Nooation . Crisis lite Ure ayia) ciekia cw oey ce ie Maudie ace eas 
Canadian Presbyterians approve ordination of women . « e « 
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MISSIONS (home, foreign) 


Missions say Smith régime cuts African teacher-training 
programme REC eat ee Tr a ae wat Pia abv VMPC me fobye BOM) MA eM AGES PRy So er della whey aT A it 
Ian Smith's government deports American missionary « « «6 « « 
NOW, BEN: BOSE LO TALES cA0V TO PRGL) ai ee ue lke, Ow AK Ae em? wiebehe 
Kenya!s mission hospitals face severe financial difficulties 
POCNBeG Missionaries tO USA ei. bee + ae eens vee ve pes 
Burma-asks missionaries to leave-. » 2. « « 8» © «© © « © « » 
Foreign missionaries to leave Burma « » « « 6 6 #18 + « #8 « 
LWF sets up:‘committee*mission in West Africa . . «-« « « « « 
All missions projects to be ecumenical, says Douglass ... 
Cameroun Evangelicals stress continued need for missionaries 
Factory chaplain describes industry's mission to church .. 
British Church Council urged to establish mission department 
fissionary says Congo work reported stronger after civil war 
MeosLons Still) seen needed. in India: os. Wie ee el le ae ere 
Asian missionary presence delayed in Netherlands . . +... 


MIXED MARRIAGES 


Austrian Protestant churches take disciplinary action 

against pastor Sele ee eho w Le. ve. \ eel Neitel sere et Mi eC DANO L ION. OF es tts 
Father Kueng urges revision of mixed marriage rules .« « « « 
Austrian: church chides: pastor for role in mixed marriage . . 
Uniat Church to recognise mixed marriages with Orthodox .. 
Commentators: say new mixed marriage regulations represent 

vos SATEEN Ba\ ahs y ou ilo a: hag 6 Sa Oa cP eee Lae yA oa PTR ce De SM GP 
Visser 't Hooft statement on mixed marriage instruction .. 
Protestant disappointment over mixed marriage changes . e . 
Primate urges Anglican firmness on mixed marriages . . « « e 
No participation of Protestant pastors in Roman Catholic 

MR SEM eM a Pg, aly ere eile se) ie ii eel le een tea ial) AAS SOLS kw oat nenas 
Swiss ees Church statement on mixed marriages »« « + « « 
Pr“.est.sees ‘serious objections!’ to mixed marriage laws « . 
Hungarian ohurch criticises Roman Catholic mixed marriage 


rules Sen a etre) 8). ee G8. eS ee) Le ops a OTe eee 6, ed ee he Bt Oa ee 


WATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND BUILDING 


Rhodesian Methodists Gal) Por ALricen Lihue eta) is ew Ne liet se 


NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 


New group. COLare arabs ain Israel Tecttel iether cco tin heh keenral Chainer emt ® ° 


NUCLEAR ENERGY AND WEAPONS 


French churches protest new nuclear LOSER ie Mae el he ain ans 
Methodists in Chile oppose French nuclear tests . « « « « « 


ORTHODOX. CHURCHES - 


Orthodox Church:-of France and Western Europe becomes 

BORGO Ce ehh het ceed eit w) Ric ay Ayeck wh beet k Bras ibaa wm yh LG yk wektirwl hea titcat yn well Ole 
Text of interview by Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad 

OI HAAS SR ra ky eA Ae Tak ket a woe ek eldea Ae ei eae etl] bike he 
Oriental Orthodox churches plan research institute . s. « « . 
Orthodox leader visits Patriarch's tomb in Florence 2... . 
Protestants, Roman Catholics, Orthodox in USA hold first 

formal top-level meeting . + «6 6 6 2 © w.6 8 «© © @ «© 6 8 
Orthodox Jews criticise Christian missions in Israel « « « .e 
Uniat Church to recognise mixed marriages with Orthodox .. 
Athenagoras called "unquestioned head" of Orthodoxy .« « « » 
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ORTHODOX CHURCHES (continued) 

Ramsey hopes for closer Anglican-Orthodox relations . . . . 
Orthodox Church of Serbia welcomes the Archbishop of 

Gan bere. onl, pedal mabe tee hhp inte heat ne. Waite che eee ele hee an 
Greek Archdiocese in America reiterates Istanbul complaint . 
Russian delegation visits Mount Athos monastery . .« « « « »« 
Patriarch of Rumania to visit London and Geneva in June . . 
Dissident archbishops challenge Patriarch of Antioch . «4s « 
New Orthodox tentre to be opened in Geneva « » » e« « « e © « 


PERSONALITIES 


Death of President of Swiss Federation of Protestant churchese 


Asian churchman joins staff of Theological Education Fund . 
Bighop: Di belive PO wet re) elie fell lin ethos Hwy iw eiel e Om bell Gaerne 
Dr. de Blank elected Bishop of Hong Kong: « c+. s+ 2 0 «so « 
‘Centenary of Soderblom birth marked in Sweden . »« « « e « « 
WCC official asks delay of elevation to episcopacy »« « « « « 
Dr. Hugene Carson Blake elected WCC general secretary . « » 
RC statement on Blake election 4 «© \s: sius 0, 6) eos) = siers us) « 


Ecumenical pioneer commemorated at World Council headquarters. 


Dr. Fry's resignation rejected: Dr. Chandran named 2nd 
WEG. Vacerohs i rman) “sew mie salah ¢ leh ele) Va.) hoe weet ene mn enn 
New WCQ start appointmenta: oie ais) eel ele te, © lobe uie ) capeeiaaee 
Drei ViLeger 4! t Hooft 1s" honouredy Geige .s i) nr avelusetis ueller aut emsuee 
Maurice Webb dies (in Bulawa yor fave. tellcn 0) tw ne). waien lee tee etonanee 
Dr. Scharf elected to succeed Bishop Dibelius . . . « « « « 
Archbishop Ramsey to visit Geneva en route home from Rome . 
Geneva: Dr. Ramsey calls WCC "servant of churches, 
thea TGs On gh erie iel al) sy le Mel) oflbeis alte tg Ik baltgak sal ening wn ono 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft receives honorary citizenship of Geneva 
Emi) Brovner a vary oreéat theologians, leds lhe leiier) ant eaeare 
AACC. aAppointa refugee seorevary, - eis (hue jwise is sauces scl bamlan ie 
Bishop Scharf inducted in West Berlin . . « « « © «© © © « « 
Congregations need "copernican revolution", says Visser 
UCUBOGL Be inl et ve a willie: 4 colleen adice rete strated aauhe 
Dr. Hoskins, architect of United Church of Christ, dies .« . 
Bilheimer .tc head International Affairs programme of NCCUSA 
Appel urges Lutherans to see work in ecumenical context e« . 
Soharl.) toe vise i USA) ves sei deeer ales saaelawin saiameeal etite iia cn tes aes 
New associate géneral secretary for National Council of 
Chir chee: ve \ ssl shiek alieiiiet al uaa a vnal et Pele pen te ktaRietns alk» meme 
British Baptists nominate Ernest Payne's successor « « « « «@ 
Karl Barth receives honours, tributes on 80th birthday . « .e 
German peace prize to Bea, Visser 't Hooft 2% + s «6 0's « 
Former Century editor to take WCC-WCCE post .«.« 2. .+.+seee 
Pike resigns office for "scholanmteacher" role .« . « « « « e 
Churchmen honouring Dr. Blake hear WCC problems cited .« » » 
MindoLo, Names inew PrAner Pal iia ile ce ane oly italia lee elem 


PROSELYTISM. 
Spanish RC-Protestant meeting condemns proselytism « « « «. 


e e s s e e . ° ° 
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RACE RELATIONS 
Anglican school refuses to admit African BOWS eG (cada, staceens 
Lusaka invitation BTEC OR EL SNODS ier elation a leven ea ee ks 
Southern Baptists practice on race scen behind statements 
Catholic prelate and Capetown Moslems oppose forced move © 
ed Wd oes ea ae Se Lier e sb i esslacebiseioM oh ae na eat a oreaielie 
"Target date" snarls talks towards elimination of Negro 
DUC Re Cg a as bk ve Peer ee Ko.) 9 0) ah pelo oa be Lad wi ania er etee 
Threats force minister to forego adoption of Negro boy . . 
Beyers Naude condemns DRC silence on forced resettlement . 
Red esiane On athe.way tOcapar thoidl) sai ee leche: te list Paget 
The Christian Institute in Johannesburg and apartheid . . 


-Christians cannot be neutral says African nationalist leader 


«Geneva church asks Fischer sentence repeal « « « ee ees 
U.S. church leaders outraged by Meredith shooting « « « -» 


REFUGEES. AND MIGRANTS (see also Inter-Church Aid) 
-WOC. has-now resettled 293,191. refugees « « «0 «© © © © © 
Migrant workers strike for recognition « « «+ s « « # e « 
Return home of West European migrants discussed in Sicily 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


e 


.Ambassador sees.implementation of religious liberty Yegumene 


BIG DEL tae cere tes fe eee Male Mie es er es wolas 6 eran ene ae ae Reed 
-Methodist bishop commends article.on "restricted" priests 
-WC0C.voices hope. for common religious liberty action with 

es GELS SL Cem gin a ONY (4) bs ce) el see wp ee bw te ee ae og ge eee 
ReviswonsoL spanash concordat urged) 44% i"). saseaue ale 

Sudan Prime Minister challenges WCC statement . .« » « « e 
‘U.N. Commission advances religious liberty draft « .« . « 
Fresh restrictions on religious liberty in Russia . « « « 
Restrictive religious laws criticised in Finland . « « « e 


-New. Soviet decrees interpret Russian laws on religious cults 


.Swiss.group seeks.end.to discriminatory lawS .« » »« »« e « « 


‘SACRAMENTS - 
“Views on Baptism examined in USA Lutheran-Catholic talks . 
EKD proposes constitutional recognition of intercommunion 
Pastor's stand on Baptism stirs discussion in Denmark .. 
Danish pastor drops his controversial Baptismal rule .« e - 


Church in Wales attempts revision of Holy Communion service 


Common sacramental rites urged by RC ecumenist « « » « « e« 


SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND CHRISTIAN ACTION 
Arsonists attack home of German theologian . . .« « 
Catholics urge time off for church attendance . +6 e « « e 
WCC calls World Conference on Church and Society « « « « « 
French Protestant workers' teams issue manifesto .« . « .-. 
Joint WCC-RC study of social questions recommended « « « 
Kenya .etarvation- threat real: ie. s:-6) » ia ete ese oe BC ee 
Colombian priest who became revolutionary slain in clash 
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Eugene Carson Blake urges war on social injustice .... 
French RC body issues document on economic life ...e.. 
South African Government bans Defence and Aid Fund .« . « .« 
Church leaders support grape-area strikers in California . 
Religion as a spur, to social progress «.« «© 0 2 «4 «© s ww « 
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SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND CHRISTIAN ACTION (cont. ) 


World's poor get 'rich man's crumbs!', religious leader says 
Migrant workers strike for recognition 4 .« » » « « « « «+0 « 
Heated debate occurs on war on poverty « « «6 « « « ©» « « «© « 
British churches urge government to increase overseas aid . 
Bishop joins eoals manera “in proves tsi i¢ ewes) Pele se eee 
Rockefeller urges "theology in action" to end prejudice .. 
"Sexual revolution" study asked by church conference .« « « « 
Toronto conference requests church to accept alcoholics, 
HOMGBSRRE LS Vieie ese: 9 8 ol. ote!) atte eu he Mane te Se oe Stee Pane meen 
Gall toichurches ini South Africa: sia eae ee oe Mietines aan Pees 


SOCIAL SERVICE 
Ecumenical group aids 100 children in Portuguese village . . 
Psychiatric conference at Bossey seen as hopeful beginning . 


THEOLOGY 
German Lutherans organise against "modern theology" . .« e -» 
German leader rejects unifromity of doctrine . « « « « «« « 


VATICAN COUNCIL II (see also Roman Catholic Church) 

*Pope names commissions to implement Council . « «+ +» « « » 
Israel's President praises Vatican Council's work . 2... .« 
WCC observer sees Vatican II as only a beginning « « « e e « 
EKD synod discusses Vatican Council and statement on the 

ven DOSLt op Ot expel Lees... /s-sw ee veeaney Sie hadits Oenuehe ahah aera 
Support Council decrees Pope tells Curia .« « « «© « »= » «© «© «@ 
Pope postpones Council decrees on church reform . « »« « eo « 


WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
DESCUsSsion widens on role of women in the Church + % sev.e se 


YOUTH AND STUDENTS 
_Students ask "penitence" on destruction of crops in Vietnam 
Fourth Ecumenical Youth Conference held in New Zealand « « e 
plecneaes missionaries to: USA wie eo «) jie e wire) eal emeo sl) = alain 
Buropeans hold conference on "Youth and the Bible" . . « « e 
Youth to have special role at Church-Society Conference . e 
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U THANT VISITS 

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

(Geneva) - U Thant, Secretary-General of the United Nations, paid a visit 
yesterday afternoon (July 6) to the headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva. He did so as a tribute to the World Council and its 
Commission on International Affairs in the search for peace and the paths 
thereto, and as a gesture of farewell to Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft who is 
shortly retiring as general secretary. 


U Thant was received by Dr. Visser 't Hooft, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, and Dr. HElfan 
Rees, the Commission's Representative in Hurope. The private conference 
which followed included Father Paul Verghese of the Syrian Orthodox Church 

in India and an associate general secretary, and other senior members of 

the World Council's staff. 


Among the topics considered were the deep.concern of the World Council for 
peace in Vietnam and for progress towards general disarmament; The Human 
Rights Year.of 1968; and the forthcoming WCC World Conference on Church 
and Society. 


The General Secretary of the World Council expressed to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations appreciation of his significant contribution in meeting 
the problems of our troubled world and pledged support for all efforts direce 
ted toward the fulfilment of the purposes set forth in the United Nations - 
Charter. 


U Thant was accompanied by Monsieur Pierre Spinelli, direotor general of 
the European Office of the United Nations. Ek, EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX LEADERS AT DEDICATION 
OF NEW CENTRE IN GENEVA 


(Geneva) - Leaders of Orthodox churches from all over Europe took part in 
dedication ceremonies here last Sunday (July 3) of the headquarters of the 
Orthodox Centre of the Boumenicel Patriarchate and groundbreaking for a 
Byzantine chapel to be erected on the Centre grounds, The Foundation is / 
located in a large villa in suburban Chambesy. : 


The liturgy was celebrated by Metropolitans Athenagoras of London, Meletos of 
Paris, Polyefktos of Germany, Chrysostomos of Vienna, and Emilianos of 
Calabria, who is. the representative of the Hocumenical Patriarchate to the 
World Council of Churches. - They were assisted by numerous clergy, including 
Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, representative of the Russian Orthodox Church to 
the World Council. 


Metropolitan Athenagoras of Thyatira in a speech before the groundbreaking 
“said that "the bridges have been built between Rome, Constantinople, 
Cantérbury, and Geneva. _ Now is the time for unity; we must meet together 
and collaborate in preaching the Gospel." EPS, Geneva ~ 
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CHURCHES NEED TASK FORCE TO FIGHT 
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE, SAYS WCC LEADER 


(Swanwick, England) - The churches may soon have to form an international 
force to carry out cooperatively their fight for ensuring social and economic 
justice for the under—privileged, a World Council of Churches official told 
representatives of Christian relief organisations from all parts of the world 
meeting here this week under WCC auspices. , 


2 


Dr. Leslie BE. Cooke, director of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service said he thought that the largest issue for 
‘Christian aid in the next decade will be to take a step beyond development 
aid as many analyses show that such programmes, both governmental and inter- 
governmental, are failing to bridge the gap between the richer and poorer 
nations. 


"Some people estimate", Dr. Cooke said, "that in 20 years five-sixths of the 
world!s wealth will be in the hands of Western - and mostly white « peoples, 
the minority of the world's population, Others say that by 1980 there will 
be world famine, of which the present situation in India is a harbinger." 


He thought it was possible to anaesthetise Christians by engaging in great 
aid programmes and thus dull their sensitivity to questions of social and 
economic justice. 


"May it not be", he asked, "that some development aid programmes, including 
those in which the churches have joined as partners, are calculated to help 
maintain unchallenged the economic status quo of the nations which engage in 
them? How much are these programmes calculated to buy off, or stave off, 
the claims of the developing nations to economic and social justice? To 
what extent are the Western churches cooperating with, and benefitting from 
an economic imperialism as they once cooperated with and benefiited from a 
political imperialism? 


"Social and economic planning is a feature of the developing countrics. 
What is the churches! responsibility towards this? At what points must they 
conform? t what points must they challenge?" 


Dr. Cooke spoke of the possibilities of cooperation between the World Council 
of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church and said that a good beginning had 
been made, particularly with the appeal and action for India. 


Attending the consultation are 30 church representatives from African coun- 
tries, 22 from Asia, 34 from Europe, 20 from Latin America, 23 from North 

America, and 20 from the Near East, as well-as advisers, observers, guests, 
and WCC staff. EPS, Geneva 


NIGERIAN ANGLICANS, PRESBYTERIANS 
CONTINUE UNION TALKS 


(Lagos ) - Anglicans and Presbyterians in Nigeria have been having exploratory 
discussions in Onitsha concerning a proposal to "go it alone", following a 
decision by the Methodist Church not to enter at present into the proposed 
Nigerian United Church. 


The Methodist Church in Nigeria, at a conference on April 21, decided to 
postpone church union indefinitely by fifty—-nine votes to six, in spite of a 


vote last year of 103 to 3 in favour of union. EPS, Geneva 
| 
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JOINT ACTION BY CHURCHES 
URGED TO MEET SOCIAL ILLS 


(Geneva) = Top Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic theologians and 
social scholars have called for the establishment of joint study and action 
programmes by their churches to meet a wide range of social ills. 


Their recommendation enumerated race relations, problems concerning social, 
economic, and cultural development, emergency relief, refugee resettlement, 
action for peace, and "presence in international organisations". 


They said that while "basic. differences in social thinking still remain — 
between the churches" these were areas in which "joint programmes could be 
undertaken immediately". . 


They also advocated that the Roman Catholic and member churches of the world 

Council of Churches combine their study of the theological bases of Christian 
social action because "there is no sufficient reason why further work on this 
theme should be carried on in isolation". 


The recommendations were made public this week with publication by the. World 
Council of Churches of the full text of minutes of two closed meetings, held 
in Geneva in March, 1965, and near London in February, 1966, under joint 
auspices of the World Council and the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion 
of Christian Unity. 


The minutes were published by agreement with Vatican authorities, in the 
current issue of Study Encounter, the quarterly bulletin of the WCC's Study 
Division, in connection with the forthcoming World Conference on Church and 
Society to be held in Geneva, July 12-26, by the World Council. 


Although several "off the record" meetings have been held by WCC and Vatican 
representatives on a variety of issues this is the first time information 
about proceedings has been made public. 


The two meetings were convened under auspices of the Joint Working Croup of 
the WCC and the Vatican. Recommendations initially will be forwarded to 

this Group, which in turn will report them to its parent bodies «+ the Vatican © 
and the WCC's policy-making Central Committee -~ for study and possible action. 


While the proposals have no official status the fact that they come with the 
unanimous recommendation of the group is expected to mean they will receive 
serious consideration by the Vatican and the WCC and in the deliberations of 
the WCC World Conference. 


The minutes of the first meeting, which contained the specific recommendations 
for action, said that major attention was concentrated on the relations between 
rich and poor nations and the connected problems of trade, aid, and develop- 
ment. It said there was general agreement that this problem constituted 

"one of the most crucial questions today", and that all current programmes 

in this area, both church and governmental, require "revaluation, rethinking, 
and strengthening", 


The second meeting. concentrated on issues involving theological problems of 


social ethics in light of recent papal encyclicals and various World Council 
statements and documents, 


Participants in this meeting declared themselves unsatisfied that "either the 

member churches of the World Council or the Roman Catholic Church are today, 

organised in the most effective way to get to grips with problems facing the 

world, or that they are giving the right priority to remedying this defect". 
: ‘ EPS, Geneva 
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WCC CABLES JOHNSON ALARM 
AT STEPPED-UP VIETNAM BOMBING 


(Geneva) - Officials of the World Council of Churches cabled President 
Johnson that intensification of aerial bombing in North Vietnam has caused 
serious concern, resentment and alarm among many Christians and WCC member 
churches. 


The cable, signed by Dr. Ws. A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, and 
Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, declared that "the United States.in fidelity to its 
own tradition and by virtue of its present position as a dominant power in 
the world today should intensify its efforts to move without delay from the 
battlefield to the conference table and explore every means pragmatic and 
imaginative towards this end, including recourse to the United Nations and 
response to the initiative of the Secretary General". 


The cable quoted portions of a statement adopted in February, 1966, by the 
WCC's 100-member policy-making Central Committee. This statement called 
for a stop to the fighting in Vietnam as "the most effective step towards 
negotiation" and warned against intensified bombing and its consequences. 


The cable also quoted the portion of the Central Committee statement which 
warned that "by continuing the conflict both sides face acute problems - 

-on the one had the United States and its allies face increase of bitter 

racial and other resentments against the USA and the West, and on the other’ 
hand the Vietnamese face the vast destruction of their people and resources. 

The prospect of victory at the end of the conflict does not justify the 
inevitable cost." We appreciate, the cable said, that the USA "has offered to stop 
bombing North Vietnam on condition that North Vietnam ceases infiltration 

of the South and deeply regret that no affirmative response has been forth- 
coming." 


The WCC officials suggested that "the best possibility of agreement still 
seems to be in some form of recourse to the fourteen power conference con- 
vened in Geneva in 1954, its participants and conclusions. 


* * * 


In the USA authorities of the recently constituted Advisory Committee on 
Peace of the National Council of Churches in a cable to President Johnson 
warned against the risks of escalation and the dangers to population centres 
of North Vietnam. The cable declared that "increasing reliance upon mili- 
tary methods cannot produce a victory that can compensate for distrust and 
hatred because we are seen as a predominantly white nation using our over- 
whelming military strength to kill more and more Asians". 


Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, NCC president, urged NCC-member church executives 

to support the recommendations for a cease-fire and peace talks made recently 
by United Nations general secretary U Thant. The NCC!'s General Board earlier 
had called for cessation of bombing of North Vietnam to create amore favour- 
able climate for peace talks. 


Dr- Hubert F.e Klemme, acting head of the Council for Christian Social Action 
of the United Church of Christ,called the bombing "an intolerable use of 
forec unworthy of the United States". 


Jewish leaders also protested against the bombings, Rabbi Maurice N. 
Eisendrath of New York, president of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega~ 
tions, said "nothing could be more destructive of efforts to bring about 
peace negotiations". EPS, Geneva 
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WCC REFUGEE AIDE SHOT 
TO DEATH IN ARGENTINA 


(Buenos Aires) - Dr. Juan Carlos Vittone, who headed the World Council of 
Churches! refugee service in Argentina, was shot to death at his/office in 
downtown Buenos Aires. 


Hwang Hiler, 35, a refugee from Mainland China and a naturalised Argentinian 
was charged with the crime. Police said he strode into Dr. Vittone's office, 
fired three pistol shots and then fled to the nearby First Methodist church 
where he was taken into custody "in a state of nervous collapse". 


The alleged assassin came to Argentina four years ago via Hong Kong and had 
been helped by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service. He was said to have been jobless most of the time. 


Dr. Vittone, 57, a former diplomat, represented Argentina on the International 

Peace Commission in Washington in 1952. The following year he was named 

Ambassador to the Organization of American States, He was a member of the 

American Institute of International Law and in 1951-52 was an undersecretary 

for foreign affairs in the government of the former President Juan D. Peron. 
EPS, Geneva 


Ue. Se PROTESTANT CHURCHES 
UNITE TO AID LOW-RENT HOUSING 


(New York) - Several large Protestant church agencies and secular groups 
have agreed to pool their resources in a multi-million dollar effort to 
stimulate the construction of low-rent housing throughout the nation. 


The new project, which is called Urban America, Inc., a private non-profit 
urban planning group, has the support of the United Church of Christ, the 
United Presbyterian, the Episcopal, and the Methodist churches. The 
American Baptist Convention.is reported to be considering particiption. It 
is the first such project of its scope to involve both religious and secular 
agencies. 


The programme would use an annual operating budget of one million dollars to 
release "hundreds of millions more" in federally insured mortgages and 
interest and rent subsidies. Programme officials said it could reach the 
point where it would be assisting in the construction of from 20,000 to 
30,000 units annually. EPS, Geneva 


"PURGE OF INTELLECTUALS" 
REPORTED IN CHINA 


(Rome) - Fides, the international Roman Catholic news agency, reports that 
"the long-prepared purge is now taking place among leaders and especially 
among the intellectuals of the Communist Party in China", but states that it 
has "no specifically religious character". ; 


The service declared that: "Christians and members of other religions are 
not specifically affected by it, though, like everyone else, they are ex- 
pected to examine their consciences to see whether they too have perverse 
intentions deep.down... It seems more likely that the supreme authorities 
have enough to do without worrying the Buddhists, Moslems, and Christians, 
who do not form the slightest danger to the régime." BPS; Geneva 
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{MORAL DILEMMA! OF INVESTMENT 
IN SOUTH AFRICA IS CITED 


(Greenwich, USA) = The policy-making Executive Council of the Episcopal 
Church has called upon diocesan councils and vestries of the 3.5-million 
member churches to consider the "moral dilemma" in which Americans are 
placed by U.S. investment policies in the Republic of South Africa. 


In a warmly debated resolution the Council asked "members of our church, 
including those who hold responsible positions in the financial and indust- 
rial world" to consider "what steps can be taken to deal with this complex 


situation. 
‘The action, taken at the Council's quarterly meeting in Seabury House here, 
was the first by a major U.S. communion to ask its members directly to 


press for tougher U.S. investment policies in South Africa because of that 
country's apartheid policies. Such get-tough policies towards South Africa 
were advocated last February by the General Board of the National Council of 
Churches. EPS, Geneva 


NORTH AMERICAN ORTHODOX TO ENGAGE IN 
FORMAL DIALOGUE WITH CATHOLICS 


(Montreal) - The Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the 
Americas will EEE s, aoe "formal dialogue" next fall with the Roman Catholic 
Church in the U.S. as part of its "full and active" commitment to Christian 
reunion. 


Announcement of the talks was made here by Archbishop Iakovos of New York, 
head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America and chair- 
man of the Standing Conference. He was addressing the archdiocese!s 18th 
biennial Clergy-Laity Congrzss;, 


Discussions between representatives of the Standing Conference and a sub- 
committee of the U.S. Catholic Bishops! Commission for Ecumenical Affairs 
were begun last year on an informal, exploratory basis. 


Archbishop Iakovos pledged that the Greek Orthodox would not "turn a deaf 
ear" to ongoing conversations with Catholics, Anglicans, Protestants and 
other Eastern Church bodies which he called "the demand of God and of our 
times", EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH RC BISHOPS CHIDE 
CRITICS OF REFORM 


(Paris) ~ The French Roman Catholic hierarchy, for the first time since the 
close of the Vatican-Council, has taken open issue with the vocal conservative’ 
minority of the -faithful who have been preaching resistance to the Council's 
reforms. 


A statement issued here declared that "these Christians using as a pretext ' 
certain exaggerations or erroneous affirmations which the bishops are the 
first to condemn, generalise instances which remain limited and incriminate 
the intentions of French bishops and priests, and do not shrink from impli- 
cating the Holy Father himself". 


Observers said the statement was prompted by the realisation that if the 

bishops did not take a stand on the subject many persons would deduce that 
_ they tacitly endorsed the standpoint of the Vatican Council critics. 
, : ; z EPS, Genevae 
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Wcc LEADERS SPEAK IN ATHENS 

FOLLOWING VISIT TO ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 

(Athens) - De-Westernization was described as one of the major tasks facing 
the World Council of Churches in an address to the Theology Faculty of the 
University of Athens by the general secretary-elect of the international 
church organisation. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, who will assume office office as the WCC's top 
executive on December 1, declared that the Council "must cease being so much 
an instrument of ivestern culture and must struggle to become more truly 
ecumenical. 


"A living church must transcend its cultural setting just as a university to 
remain alive must seek to be universal lest it cease being a producer of 
culture and so become a diminishing force in the life of its people." 


Dre Blake, who spoke on the present and future of the WCC, shared the plat— 
form with out-going WCC general secretary, Dr. We A.» Visser 't Hooft, who 
spoke on the WCC's history and development. 


Dr. Blake and Dr. Visser 't Hooft visited here on their return from Istanbul 
where they paid a formal call on the Hceumenical Patriarch. 


(During their visit in Istanbul Dr. Visser !'t Hooft and Dr, Blake in addition 
to a private audience with the Patriarch and meetings with various Patriarch- 
ate officials, also visited the Governor of Istanbul. They also attended a 
liturgy in the Patriarchate Cathedral at the close of which the Patriarch 
gave an address welcoming the visitors and presented to Dr. Visser 't Hooft 

a specially designed cross.) 


In his speech to the Athens Faculty Dr. Blake stressed the contribution of 
Orthodoxy to the ecumenical movement and declared that "no longer dare the 
WCC rest confortably in Geneva with tokens of Orthodoxy on its staff and 
committees. 


"It must struggle to lose its Westemmess in a new ecumenicity. But this 
transformation will not come without a great effort. And this effort must 
not only be made by Geneva and the Western churches, but by every Eastern 
church as well." 


Dre Blake listed two other tasks immediately facing the World Council: 


~ The WCC and its member churches must make "a careful response...to the 
new ecumenical stance of the Roman Catholic Church". 


- The WCC must help its member churches to find their relevance, more to 
become participants in the establishment of the new revolutionary one world 
which modern technology and rising human expectations are producing". He 
mentioned as a particular problem "the increasing polarisation between rich 
and poor nations, between the rich within them and their poor, (which) 
promises a sharpening crisis, world-wide unless we find a way to reverse the 


economic trend of,the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer every- 
where," 


Dre Ws A. Visser 't Hooft in his assessment of the WQQ's history told his 
audience that one of the lessons learned was that "as the churches seek to 
express in our common life, in cooperation and witness, that which the 
‘ear churches hold in common, we are led forward to greater. and deeper 
unity". 


(more ) 
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Secondly, he said, is the "lesson" that "ecumenism must never be confused 
with doctrinal relativism’ or indifferentisn, Ecumenical dialogue which for 
reasons of politeness or opportunism conceals the real issues does far more 
harm than good. We need not be afraid of frank discussion of differences 
as long as we all realise that our disagreements are disagreements within 

a fundamental agreement concerning the fact of the Lordship of Christ..." 


The other lessons he listed included: "We must all be ready to receive 

as well as to give; the world is too strong for a divided Church; the 
churches can accomplish their ecumenical task only if they eliminate from 
their relationships all worldly, non-theological. and non-ecclesiastical - 
factors of influences; and church unity must take e vieible, tangible form, 
put that unity must not be understood as uniformity. or the loss of freedom 
and independence. 


During their visit to Athens the WCC leaders were received by the Archbishop 
of Athens and members of the Holy Synod. They also visited the Prime 
Minister of Greece, the Minister of Education and Cults, and the Under- 
Secretary of Foréign Affairs. EPS, Geneva 


U. S. LUTHERANS APPROVE 
JOINT AGENCY 


(Kansas. City) - The creation of the first national agency to encompass all 
major Lutheran churches in the USA was assured here when the biennial con- 
vention of the Lutheran Church in America gave unanimous approval to the plan. 


Previous approval by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the American 
Lutheran Church, and the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches means that 
the new agency - the Lutheran Council in the USA - will start to function 
next January l. Total membership of the participating churches is 8.6 
million, 


The new agency will have three main tasks: its members will discuss mutual 
concerns and may plan common actions; they will seek theological consensus 
on the basis of the Scriptures and the historic’ Lutheran confessions; they 
will "bring order into the field of inter-Lutheran relationships". 


In other sessions the 690 delegates: 


- Endorsed a statement on Vietnam which warned against "simplistic solutions" 
and said that "neither extended war nor immediate unilateral withdrawal by 
the U.S. seems to answer the problem". 


- Approved a position paper on church-state relationships which rejected 

both the absolute separation of church and state, and the domination of either 
one by the other. Instead it said there should be "institutional separation 
and functional interaction". 


'—- Authorised a study of the role of women in the ministry and the advisability 
of ordaining them, 


- Adopted a resolution which asserted that an affluent nation has the res~ 
ponsibility to assure every citizen enough income to be bajar vi ot a minimal 
standard of living. : 


~ Re-elected Dr. Franklin Clark Fry for his fourth term as church president. 
Dr. Fry, also chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches,has held the top Lutheran post since 1944, EPS, Geneva, 
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PRAGUE YOUTH GROUP WARNS AGAINST 
CHASM BETWEEN RICH AND POOR NATIONS 


(Hirschluch, DDR) - The growing chasm between industrial nations and develo- 
ping nations was seen by delegates to a youth conference sponsored by the 
Christian Peace Conference here as an increasing threat to world peace and 

a situation which requires "active and sacrificial" help on the part of 
Christians. 


The 50 youths convened from 18 countries, meeting on the theme "Dimensions 
of Libération", declared that "sweeping help, however, would be ineffectiv 
without changes in economic, political, and social structures”. } 


They also advocated disarmament and the true realisation of peace with the 
stabilisation of European security "which presupposes the recognition of the 
present boundaries and normal relations between all states!'. They also 
called for an end to the Vietnam conflict and a national self—-determination 
and independence of the Vietnamese based on the 1954 Geneva conventions. 


Participants included two representatives of the South Vietnamese Liberation 
Front and youth from Australasia, Asia, Africa, North America, Europe, and 
Latin Americae The number was about equaily divided among youth from the 
political East and West. It was the first time such a meeting was attended 
by observers of the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches, the 
World Student Christian Federation, the International Union of Students, 

and the Central Council of Free German Youth. EPS, Geneva 


ADVENTIST DECLARATION ON RACE 
ADDED TO DOCTRINE STATEMENT 


(Detroit) - A declaration that "no distinction on account of nationality, 

race or caste is recognised by God" was made an official Seventh-day Adventist 
statement of doctrine in a unanimous action here by 1,400 delegates to the 
church's 50th quadrennial World Conference, 


The first such statement on race to be included in the Adventist "manual", 
it will be listed alongside principles of salvation and belief concerning 
the second coming of Christ and other Adventist doctrines. EPS, Geneva 


"ECUMENICAL LETTER" ASKS FOR 
FULL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN SPAIN 


(Barcelona) - Six Spanish Protestant leaders and a Roman Catholic priest 
have sent a joint letter to the Spanish government commission drafting a 
bill on non-Catholic religions urging that it contain legal provisions 
guaranteeing full religious liberty for all persons. 


The letter was drafted following meetings held at the Ecumenical Centre 


here. The letter said the signers were convinced "that national unity would 
be promoted by religious freedom", 


Protestant signatories were representatives of the Evangelical Church, the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, the Federation of Independent Evangelical 
Churches of Spain, the Evangelical Baptist Union of Spain,. the Reformed 
Episcopal Church, and the Society of Friends. EPS, Geneva 


Noe 21 - 7th July, 1966 LL 


BRITISH METHODISTS CONDEMN 
U.S. ACTION IN VIETNAM 


(Wolverhampton, England) - Seven hundred lay and clergy delegates to the 
British Methodist Conference annual session here condemned by uw "very heavy" 
majority stepped-up bombing raids by the USA of Hanoi and Haipong and called 
on the British government to disassociate itself completely from the "mis-— 
guided: policy" of the USA. 


The action was taken on a motion introduced by Lord Soper who warned that 

the threat of nuclear war was “appalling, the danger colossal". He said the 
bombings were ."indescribably wicked" and that talk of precision bombing with 
five square miles devastated in one strike alone was "wicked and stupid 
nonsense", ; 


‘The day following the action seven delegates sent a letter to the American 
ambassador in London disassociating themselves from the "implicit anti- 
Americanism" of the motion. The letter said in part: "Our hearts go out 
in gratitude and understanding of the heroic pecple of South Vietnam... 
We have confidence President Johnson will not continue the war a moment 
longer than is necessary to secure a just and lasting peace." EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH HIERARCHY SUSPENDS 
NATIONAL CATHOLIC ACTION MEETINGS 


¥ ve, 
j (Madrid) - The permanent commission of the Spanish Roman Catholic Bishops! 
Conference has ordered the cancellation of all meetings of Spanish Catholic 
Action on a national level, until further notice. 


The step was taken, the commission announced, after "disapproving" of the 
conclusions reached by the national convention of Catholic Action leadership 
session held near Madrid in early June and pending a study by the hierarchy 
of "the situation created there". 


The New York Times quoted private reports that these recommendations called 
for the elimination of political considerations in the naming of new bishops, 
an end to political activity by key members of the hicrarchy, and for an open 
dialogue among Spanish Catholics. 


The National Catholics Welfare Conference News Service reported that it is 
“hoped the crisis can be settled by the plenary meeting of the Bishops! 
Gonference to be held July 10-16. It said it was possible that the con= 
ference would issue a declaration and determine concrete norms for Catholic 
Action in Spain, Rel EPS, Geneva 


GOSPEL MOVEMENT UNDER 
WAY IN INDONESIA 


(Bandung) - The response of a number of Indonesian Christians to political 
turmoil and revolution of recent months has been the formulation of a new 
organisation to preach the Gospel, 


The movement, organised in January, is called GERAPI.- the Movenent for the 
Proclamation of the Gospel. , 


First major event sponsored by GERAPI was a week-long sae eae meeting — 
held here in the week preceding Braeecoe ts a time which coincides with an 
Indonesian Redbone otic ay«. EPS, Geneva. 
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ENGLISH CHURCHES FACE 
DROP IN CLERGY CANDIDATES 


(London) ~ Churches in England are faced with major declines in the number 
of candidates recommended for ordination to the ministry, according to a — 
report to be presented to the Church of England Assembly later this month. 


The report showed that the Church of England suffered a drop of 50 per cent 
last year as compared with 1964 and that the figure was the lowest average 
since the period 1958-52. 


A similar situation, the report said, exists in other churches. Only 54 
cendidates were accepted by the Methodist Church last year as against the 
previous low of 84. The Roman Catholic Church had 18, six per cent fewer 
men were in training last year than the average over the previous four yearse 
EPS, Geneva 


UNITED AND R.C. CHURCHES IN JAPAN 
URGED TO CLOSER RELATIONS 


(Tokyo) - Officials of the United Church of Christ (Kyodan) and the Roman 
Catholic Church in Japan have issued a joint statement endorsing various 
proposals for promoting closer cooperation. 


Released at the conclusion of the first Ecumenical Roundtable here, it urged 
establishment of faith and order study circles and ecumenical dialogue groups, 
preparation of a common translation of the Lord's Prayer and of a common 
Japanese version of the Bible, establishment of a joint committee to study 
evangelism methods, and increased contacts and cooperation between the 
churches! educational and social welfare agencies. EPS, Geneva 


ACTION TO ESTABLISH 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN CANADA 


(Winnipeg) —- Organisation of the first autonomous Lutheran Church in Canada 
next January 1, was assured through unanimous action taken here by the Joint 
Council of the American Lutheran Church. ; 


The Joint Council acted on the issue after receiving a report regarding action 
taken two wecks earlier by the ALC's Canadian District. 


A constitution convention for the proposed Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Canada, which will have headquarters in Saskatoon, will be held in Regina, 
Sask., November 8 and 9, The new church body will have 330 congregations 
and nearly 80,000 members. EPS, Geneva 


TANZANIA PLANS NO TAKEOVER 
OV PRIVATE SCHOOLS 


(Dar-es~Salaam) + The ministry of education has no intention of taking over 
the ownership or management of schools from voluntary, agencies, Minister of 
Education §. N. Eliufoo told the joint meeting here of the education secre- 


taries of the Tanzania Episcopal Conference and the Christian Council of 
Tanzania. 


He warned the meeting, however, that "where there is obvious inability and 
lack of interest on the part of a voluntary agency to run schools, it is 
only fair for the local authorities to negotiate a takeover". EPS, Geneva 
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YUGOSLAV COURT. REVERSES 
CONVICTION OF "ATHEIST" AUTHOR 


(Ljubljana) - The young Yugoslavian student author, Vladmir Gajsek, 19, 
has been ecquitted by the Court of Appeals here of charges that he injured 
the religious feelings of his fellow citizens in his poem "The Holy Family". 


A lower court had ruled that the poem, described as "atheistic", violated 
the law against inciting to religious intolerance, and had sentenced him 
to two weeks in prison and one year's probation. 


This decision was reversed by the higher court which said the conviction was 
contrary to the constitutional guarantee of freedom of speech. EPS, Geneva 


METHODISTS, ANGLICANS 
IN BRITAIN FORM COUNCIL 


(London) - To encourage the growing together of the Church of England and the 
Methodist Church at local levels while detailed proposals for union are being 
prepared by the Joint Commission, an Anglican-Methodist Council for Unity 
has: been formed. 

"The council's work will be to strengthen the growing fellowship between 
Anglicans and Methodists at every level, and to answer requests. for help from 
local churches", a statement said. EPS, Geneva 


BRETHREN VOTE AGAINST JOINT 
UNION TALKS, RETAIN OBSERVER STATUS 


(Wouisville, Ky.) - Delegates to the Church of the Brethren annual confer- 
ence here voted 881 to 220 against joining at this time the eight-member 
Consultation on Church Union, but agreed to maintain its present observer- 
consultant relationship. 


An overriding concern among many delegates regarding possible union, with 
other denominations was the matter of unity among the Brethren. This feeling 
was reflected by a committee's report, on which the delegates voted, which 
stated that the Brethren "are not in a good position at this time to decide 
on full participation in the Consultation except at the considerable risk 
of misunderstanding and possible disunity within the Brothernood'"', 

EPS, Geneva 


HUNGARY CRACKS DOWN ON 
FOREIGN CHURCH VISITORS 


(Vienna) —- Hungarian authorities have passed new and more stringent entry 
regulations for foreign pastors, missionaries, and other church workers. 


According to reports received here they will no longer be granted entry 
Visas or transit visas for private visits or as tourists. The only ex- 
ceptions will be for visitors invited to the country by Hungarian church 
officials, or given special permission by the governmental Department for 
Church Affairs in Budapest. EPS, Geneva 
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RUMANIAN PATRIARCH 
VISITS WORLD COUNCIL 


(Geneva) - His Beatitude Justinian, Patriarch of the Rumanian Orthodox 
Church, made a two-day visit in Geneva last week as the guest of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The Patriarch visited Geneva on his return journey to Bucharest from London 
where he was the guest of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


During his two-day visit he met with World Council officials and staff and 
was the guest of honour at various functions including an official recep- 
tion given by Geneva government officials at 1! Hotel-de-Ville. 


He also presided at a celebration of the Orthodox liturgy at a service on 
June 29, the Feast Day of St. Peter and St. Paul in the Orthodox tradition 
in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre, 


In his sermon the Patriarch said the Rumanian Orthodox Church deplored the 
division of Christendom and called for renewal and unity of the Church. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, in response praised the Rumanian 
Orthodox as a church "fully cognizant of its ecumenical vocation, one of the 
largest and most active of Orthodox churches which has always opened its 

_ windows in order to be in touch with the life of all of Christendom..." 


The Patriarch gave the Centre chapel a cross and two chalices made in the 
Patriarchal workshop. 


The Orthodox Church of Rumania, which at present. numbers some 14,000,000 out 
of the country's population of some 18,000,000, is the second largest 
Orthodox Church. . EPS, Geneva 


NEW ANGLICAN- RUMANIAN ORTHODOX 
TALKS SCHEDULED 


(London) - Archbishop Michael Ramsey of Canterbury, Primate of England and 
head of the worldwide Anglican Communign, and Patriarch Justinian of the .. 
Rumanian Orthodox Church announced here that they. have considered Anglican- 
Orthodox doctrinal discussions and hope for resumption of such talks next 


yeara Anglican-Rumanian discussions were broken off after the Bucharest 
conference of 1945. 


The Primate and the Patriarch issued a joint communiqué following their 
discussions here It was released as Patriarch Justinian prepared to end 


MPS TLSeis to Britain and fly to Geneva Loco he met with ‘officials of Ai 
World Council of Churches. 


The announcement said Patriarch Justinian had informed Dr. Raise g oes in 
early June the Holy Synod of the Rumanian Church had adopted the agreements 


reached by the two churches in 1935, among them Orthodox recognition of the 
validity of Anglican orders. 


"The Patriarch and the Archbishop pray that their meeting may be used by 

- AlmightyGod for furtherance of Christian unity", the communiqué stated. 

"It is their hope that relations between the Hols Orthodox Church and the 

churches of the Anglican Communion may go forward from positions already 

_ reached in earlier years, and that these relations will help towards restor- 
ation of unity amongst all Christian people." EPS, Geneva 
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DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS, DELEGATES 
FOR CHURCH AND SOCIETY CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) ~ Politicians, governnent ministers, research scientists, educators, 
psychiatrists, business leaders, trade union officials, economists, and 
lawyers are among the more than 400 participants in the World Conference on 
Church and Society to be held in Geneva, July 12-26. 


The conference, called by the World Council of Churches, is composed of 
two-thirds of laymen active|in political and social affairs on each continent, 
The remaining one-third of the delegates includeschurch leaders, theologians, 
and clergy. They will. attempt to reach understanding of the Church's role 
in. global technological and social revolutions of. ofr time. 


Dr. Martin Luther King, Nobel Prize winner from the USA, is one of the 
speakers. Others include: Dr. Emmanuel G. Mesthene, executive director 

of the Programme on Technology and Society, Harvard University; Professor 
Jacques Hllul, cf the Faculty of Law, Bordeaux University; Dr. Raul Prebisch, 
director of the United Nations! Conference on Trade and Development; and 

Dr. Julius G. Kiano, Minister of Labour-in the government of Kenya. 


Also: Professor, Margaret Mead, world famous anthropologist; M. Jean Rey 
of Belgium, member of the Economic Commission for Europe; General T. B. 
Simatupang of Indonesia; Professor Max Kohnstamm, executive vice-president 
of the Action Committee for the United States of Europe;3. and Archpriest 
Vitaly Borovoi, professor of Church History in the Orthodox Academy of 
Leningrad. 


For example, some of tne delegates from Africa are: Henry W. Agrobaw, 
financial controller of the Federal Republic of Cameroon; His Excellency 
Djoro Ernst Amos, ambassador of the Ivory Coast to Germany; Pastor Richard 
Andriamanjato,. mayor of Tananarive and deputy of the National Assembly of 
Madagascar; Mr. Andre J. Minsta, associate general secretary, Government of 
Gabon; His Excellency André Hombessa, Minister of the Interior, Republic 

of the Gongo; Sir Francis Ibiam, advisor to the government of Hastern 
Nigeria; Mr. Henry Makulu of the Public Service Commission of Zambia; and 
Mir. Walter P. Stanford, speaker of the Basutoland National Assembly. 


A Greek Orthodox shipowner and a Baptist housewife prominent in church 
women's affairs in the USA will join with a research chemist from Pakistan, 
a medical doctor from Hast Germany, 2a businessman from Cairo, and a woman 
who heads an association of social workers in Canada to discuss the problems 
of society from the perspective of the Christian faith. 


Others present will be: the Hon. Edith Green, Member of Congress from 
Oregon, USA; Alexander Lyon, MP. and Peter Kirk, M.P. of England; Senator 
Olle Dahlen, publisher and Member of Parliament, Sweden; Dr. H. M. Franssen, 
Member of Parliament, the Netherlands; Dr. Siegfried Emanuel Heuser, Member 
of Parliament, Brazil; Dr. Carlos J. Lastra, Secretary of State, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico; David McDonald, House of Commons, Ottawa, Canadas; Mr. Oala— 
Rapua, trade unionist and chairman of national political party from Papua; 
Mr. E. H, Pakyntein, Assam, India, government officer; Mr. I. J. Remolona, 
Philippine government official; Dr. Helmut Simon, president of the High 
Court, Dusseldorf, Germany. 


In addition to the large number of public office holders there is an equally 
distinguished list of church leaders, professors, theologians, and laymen. 


(A complete directory of other speakers and leaders is available from the 
World Council of Churches!) Department of Information, Geneva.) 
EPS, Geneva 
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BIGHT R.C. OBSERVERS 
NAMED TO WCC CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) ~ The names have been announced of the eight official Roman batholie 
‘observers who will attend the World Conference on Church and Society to be 
held in Geneva, July 12-26, under auspices of the World Council of Churches. 


The announcement was made simultaneously by the World Council here and in 
Rome by the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity which 
appointed the observer. 


While Roman Catholic observers have been present at all major World Council 
meetings since the WCC's Third Assembly held in New Delhi, India, in 1961, 

the delegation is one of the strongest ever named by the Vatican to attend 

a WCC-sponsored conference. (WCC observers also attended sessions of the 

Second Vatican Council. ) 


The eight Roman Catholic observers in alphabetical order are: 


Mr. Natalio Botana, Argentina, presently Centre d'études politiques, Louvain; 
M. Alioune Diop, Editor of Présence africaine (Société Africaine de Culture, 
Paris); Rev. Edward Duff, S.J., official Vatican Secretariat observer to 
WCC Third Assembly (1961), author of Social Thought of the World Council of 
Churches, (College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, Masse, USA); Professor 
Michael Fogarty, Department of Industrial Relations, University College of 
south Wales and Monmouthshire, Cardiff, Wales; Msgr. Joseph Gremillion, 
director, Socio-Economic Development, Catholic Relief Services, New York; 
Rev. Frangois Houtart, director, Centre de recherches sooio-religiecuses, 
Louvain; Right Rev. Msgr. Charles Moeller, Rome; Dr. Vittorino Veronese, 


former Director-General of UNESCO, Rome, (1959-61), President of the Banco 
di Roma. . 


The names of three specially invited guests were also announceds They ares 


Lady Jackson (Barbara Ward), British economist and author; Rev. William 

F, Ryan, S.-J. assistant director, Social Action Department, Canadian Catholic 
Conference (Ottawa, Canada); and Rev. Thomas Stransky, CSP, Minutante, 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, Vatican City. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Mobile Health Fairs with teams of volunteers including medical doctors -and 
registered nurses will be held in eight poverty—handicapped areas in the USA 
this summer under the overall sponsorship of the United Presbyterian Board 
of National Missions. 

aes a, CER ari 
Uganda's Prime Minister, Apolla Milton Obote, has assured Anglican Archbishop 
Erica Sabiti, that Uganda welcomes enthusiastically all cooperation of the 
church in the work of the nation. He said the great problems facing the 
country could only be solved by the cooperation of all. 


% * *% 


Australian churches have contributed more than $94, 000 for famine relief in- 
India this year, the Australian Council of Churches! Inter-—Church Aid 
Division has announced, 


Ko OT 8 
Seven hundred and fifty young people from 27 countries are gathered at the 


historic Norwegian Navy Camp at Stavanger for the World Youth Conference . 
pagerised by the World Alliance of acre (June . 28 - July 7). Conference ~ 


_ theme is "I Want ‘To Be Free! eC oe eas Bich BPS, | aan 
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VETERAN CHURCH LEADER CHALLENGES 
WORLD CONFERENCE ON CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


(Geneva) - A challenge to work out dimensions of a world society in which 
each nations feels responsible for the welfare of all others was issued to 
participants at the World Conference on Church and Society which opened 
here July 12. 


Dr. We A, Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 


which is sponsor of the meeting, spoke at the opening session. Distin- 
guished laymen and church leaders from every continent gathered in the 
Ecumenical Centre to hear the veteran ecumenical leader urge the churches to 
confront the realities of the rapidly changing social situation in terms not 
of "yesterday but of today and tomorrow". ; 


Politicians, government leaders, economists, businessmen, trade unionists, 
sociologists, educators, church leaders, theologians and youth from 80 
countries areamong those who have come for the meeting which ends. July. 25. 
They have been elected by their rexpective churches, 


Acknowledging the Church's past failures, attachment to the status quo, and 
silence on great issues, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said there was too much truth 
in the accusations to dismiss them. 


But "from the time of Amos to Martin Luther King the fiercest criticism 
of the people of God has come from within". (Dr. Martin Luther King will 
speak here on Sunday, July Seger 


"We do not speak because we want’ to have a say in the affairs of the world 
but because we cannot live with God, our fellow men, with ourselves if we 
keep silent." ° Beh ee ier toe hoy , 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft expressed the hope that despite differences in back- 
grounds and theological divergences "we can speak a relevant common word on 
the urgent social questions and thus, demonstrate that in the Gospel we find 
the force to transcend national, racial, or ideological concerns or interests. 


"Our hope is also that in these matters we may increasingly find a common 
language between the churches in the World Council of Churches and the Roman 
Catholic Church", he said. “i 


Eight Roman Catholic observers. named by the Vatican Secretariat for the 
Promotion of Christian Unity are among those present. 


The Dutch-born WCC general secretary who has headed the Council since its 
inception also told the delegates that it was hoped they would "show the 
churches what their particular task is in shaping a responsible society both 
through their own spiritual and educational work and through their. witness to 
the peoples and their fovernments". 


He also asked the participants "to work out what the position and action of 
the churches together as a world-wide community must be with regard to the 
problem of overcoming the chasm between increasingly affluent nations and 
nations threatened by poverty and famine". 


Delegates were asked to help the churches to become responsible partners 
in making the decisive choices concerning the future development of society, 
"choices in which nothing less than the meaning of human life is at stake", 


(more) 
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He recalled that at earlier ecumenical meetings the emphasis was largely 
on economic justice within each nation. "We have come to see far more 
clearly that the crucial issue now is that of international economic justice. 


"We know that the hopes we entertained concerning the rapid closing 6f the 
gap between affluent and non-affluent societies are not being realised. We 
know that unless a profound change takes place in the thought and action of 
the developed nations the world will become increasingly divided between a 
Northern part getting richer than is good for its soul and a Southern part 
which will continue to be plagued by poverty and-probably even by widespread 
and acute famine. 


"And we know that this must lead not only to increasing bitterness but 

sharp conflict of international dimensions." People are "quite unready to 
face the fact that through the present forms of governmental aid and of 
giving by the churches we are not really coming nearer to a solution of the 
problem. 


“What is lacking is a dynamic moral conviction about our inescapable duty. 
We need to proclaim that in this world of our time we are our brother's 
keeper and keeping does not mean keeping him in one's pockets or under’ one's 
thumb, but caring for him for his own sake. We need to interpret what the 
basic biblical word means for us today." 


The other dimension of the responsible society which needs to be charified 
has to do with "the place of man in the new highly organised society",. he 
said. Suggesting that there are different ways of depriving men of the 
possibility of acting responsibly, he said there is "not only the way of 
autocracy and dictatorship but the more subtle way of giving man the im- 
pression that every important question is decided for hin, 


"We did not, we could not, realise to what extent the welfare state in 
accepting far greater responsibility for its citizens could lead to. a weaken- 
ing of responsibility among those citizens." 


Asking "who will work out the programmes for the computers?", he questioned 
whether decisions would be made in "the esoteric atmosphere of scientific 
laboratories or in wide open debate between all men willing to participate in 
responsible choices? 


"Must we accept the development described by many futurologists leading 

to a society in which one-fifth cf the people will have the privilege to 

work and to create and in which four-fifths will be useless from the economic 
point of view and have the doubtful privilege of spending their endless 
leisure time? 


"And what must be our attitude to such proposals as are made by some bio~ 
logists to produce the superman by biological intervention and think in 
terms of salvation by drugs or electric currents?" 


Such questions, he maintained, deal with "the very destiny of man" and if 
the churches have nothing to,say, theycan "no longer pretend to represent 
the Jesus of Nazareth who warned us that the spiritual integrity of man as’ 
a responsible being is vastly more important than the winning of the world." 
EPS, Geneva 


ae 22 ~ lAth July, 1966 Sone 4 


TECHNOLOGY PROMISES LIBERATION, 
HARVARD EXPERT DECLARES 


(Geneva) - An affirmation of the liberating power of the new technology 
marked the speech of Dr. Emmanuel G. Mesthene, executive director of the 
Programme on Technology and Society at Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 


"The more’machines can take over what we do, the more we can do that machines 
cannot do... We are recognising that our technical prowess literally bursts 
with the promise of new freedom, enhanced human dignity, and unfettered 
aspiration", he told the World Conference on Church and Society here. 


"Yet many fear it increasingly as enslaving, degrading, and destructive of 
man's most cherished values", he. acknowledged. Technology, he said, has two 
faces: "one that is full of promise, and one that can discourage and defeat 
WSs 


Dr. Mesthene and Dr. Jacques Ellul, Bordeaux, France, another world re- 
nowned expert on the technological age, spoke on the potentialities of scien- 
tific and technological revolution. 


Of the effects of technology on work and employment, Dr. Mesthene, the former 
director of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, said 
that it is much less a question of whether people will be employed than of 
‘Nwhat they can usefully do, given the broader range of choices that tech- 
nology can make available to them". 


He suggested as problems to be mastered the gap between affluent and less 
affluent societies, the work of education, integration, creation, eradication 
of disease and discontent. As long as men must labour to produce the goods 
that we consume, this work will be delayed. 


The cry to stop it all ~-:-automation, "tampering with life and heredity", the 
"senseless race to the moon" — is an.old one, he warned. "It was first 
heard, no doubt, when the wheel was invented. The technologies of the bomb, 
the automobile, the spinning jenny, gunpowder, printing, all evoked similar 
cries of 'Stop!. 


“It is not at all clear that atom bombs will kill more people than wars have 
ever done, but energy from the atom might one day erase the frightening gap 
between the more and less favoured peoples of the world, Was it more tragic | 
to infect a hundred children with a faulty polio vaccine than to have allowed 
the scourge free reign forever? is 


"Tt is not clear that the monster the laboratory may create, in searching 
for the secret of life, will be more monstrous than those that nature will 
produce unaided it its secrets remain forever hidden. Is it really clear. 
that rampant multiplication is better fate for man than ‘to suffer, but 
eventually survive, the mistakes that go with learning? 


"The stoppers of the past have always lost in the end, whether it was 
Socrates or Christ or Galileo or, Hinstein or Bonhoeffer or Boris Pasternak 
they tried to stop. Their intended victims are the heroes. 


"We have the power and will to probe and change physical nature, to control 
our own biology..., to modify our weather, to alter human personality, to 
reach the moon today and the rest of the heavens tomorrow. No longer are’ 
God, the human soul, or the mysteries of life improper subjects of enquiry. 
We are ready to probe whatever our imagination prompts us toe" 
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To persist in the view that a sense of failure is a condition for religious 
experience is "both to distort reality and to sell religion short. It 
surely does no glory to God to rest his power on the impotence of mene" 


Dr. Mesthene said that religion is in crisis today because it has "largely 
lost its old role and has yet to find a new one". Suggesting that in the 
past the Church had attempted to do "man's work" of knowing, building, ruling, 
and "moral suasion", he said that the churches had served as man's "crutch". 
"Is their history to end, now that man can walk again?" 


The Harvard professor asserted that "man's newfound power and confidence 
enables him to pick once more his partnership with God in doing the work of 
the world. 


"His need to know God is therefore relatively greater now than it was in an 
earlier, more frightened time, when just to trust him seemed enough." He 

said the churches are freed of the burden of doing man's work and may find 

their new vocation in "doing God's: in knowing and showing him to man". 


He outlined three prerequisites for the churches to show God to man: 


First, the Church must be of, but stand a bit apart from society. fil 
occasionally detect a danger of oversecularisation of the Church itself, 
which would put it back into man's work again, only alongside rather than 
just for him this time." 


Second, the churches must stand a bit apart from society, but not be wholly 
sundered from it. 


Third, if they would criticise society constructively, the churches must 
know wherof they speak. - "They must know society's knowledge and appreciate 
its power and understand its aspirations." 


Opening Worship 


A warning that it was "the good people of this world who crucified Christ" 
came in the opening worship service from a Latin American churchman, Dr. 
Emilio Castro, Montevideo, Uruguay. 


"It was people who claimed to know what truth was, what goodness was, and 
what justice was", Dr. Castro continued, "The cross will remind us how 
precerious all our human institutions are, and to free ourselves from the 
national situations which we represent, or to ideologies which dominate us 
consciously or unconsciously. 


"Humbly but with the boldness of faith, we can defy the structures of power 
in our world, knowing that God Himself is at work there helping to bring 
about the dawn of a new way of life which will be fuller, freer, and more. 
responsible", said Dr. Castro, the secretary general of the Council for 
Evangelical Unity in Latin America. , EPS, Geneva 
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BILLY GRAHAM TELLS DICARWS HE 
SEES NEW ECUMENICAL SPIRIT 


(London) — Dr. Billy Graham, the American evangelist said here that he sees 
a new spirit in the world which he believes can be attributed to the ecu- 
menical movement. He spoke to the concluding session of the summer meeting 
_of the World. Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service (DICARWS). 


Dr. Graham had been conducting a month-long evangelistic campaign in London 
at which he had preached to congregations totalling one million people. 
The DICARWS meeting coincided with the end of the campaign. 


There is a new spirit of working together in the world and this is true of 
my own relationships with the churches", Dr. Graham said. He told the 
‘committee that he was a man with an evangelical message and an ecumenical 
hearte 


Dr. Graham recalled that he had attended the WCC's Third Assembly at New 
Delhi in 1961 and he hoped he would have the privilege of being at the Fourth 
Assembly at Uppsala, Sweden, in 1968. 


In reply, Dr. L. E. Cooke, director of DICARWS and an associate general seo- 
retary of the WCC, mentioned some great evangelical campaigns of the past, ° 

particularly that of Moody and Sankey, and the effect these had had on such 

men as John R. Mott and Wilfred Grenfell in matching men and service. 


Dr. Cooke said he had learned that in his present campaign their guest had 
been similarly concerned to convert men to Christ and to send them to work 
on the frontiers of God's Kingdom in His service. This was something that 
DICARWS was also concerned with. ri 


"We are engaged", he said, "in encouraging people and churches to go into the 


service of Christ by serving those in.need. :Our discussions in these meet= 
ings have been about aid to be given to those suffering from famine in India, 
to refugees from the Sudan and elsewhere, and the like." EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES MUST MOVE FROM CHARITY 
TO SHARING, SAYS PARMAR OF BOSSEY 


(Swanwick) - In both developed and developing countries the churches have a> 
responsibility for creating public opinion in favour of development aid, 
Professor S. L. Parmar, of Allahabad University, told the nearly 300 parti- 
cipants in the world consultation in session here on the task of Inter-Church 
Aid in the next ten years. 


Prof. Parmar is currently on the staff of the Ecumenical .Institute, Bossey, 
Switzerland. He returns to teach at Allahabad University next year. 


He told the consultation that the churches must move from "charity" to 
"sharing", from national self-interest to international inter-dependence, and 
from international assistance to international economic justice. 


"All this", he said, "will have to be demonstrated in inter-church giving 
and receiving, otherwise it will be meaningless", 


Prof. Parmar asked the consultation to consider what would happen to the 
spiritual life of American churches if they could not give help to India, 
But he pointed out that churches in India had been receiving aid from over- 
seas for 150 years without being able to develop a sense of self-reliance. 


(more ) 


No. 22 - 14th July, 1966 7 


"Although we in the churches are involved in projects", Prof. Parmar said, 
"we are not always clear jabout the dimensions of what we are involved in 
concerning hunger, disease, illiteracy, uprooted people, and so on. 


"We delude ourselves if we think we can really help landless labourers in 
all parts of the under-developed world without engaging in land reform 
programmes. Too often the churches are thought to stand for order rather 


than for justice.” | 


Prof. Parmar said that what is given in development aid can often be more 
than lost by unfavourable terms of trade including quotas, restrictions, 
and so on, 


"The Church", he said, "must speak up about the need for changes in struc-— 
tures. 


"This is also true about migration. The nations that receive immigrants 
are often those who have restrictions against the trade of the countries 
from which the immigrants come. They are prepared to admit cheap labour 
when they are not prepared to take the products of that labour. This is 
exploitation." EPS, Geneva 


MASS EVANGELISM CAN DO HARM, 
SAYS ROBERT BILHEIMER 


(Swanwick, England) - To what kind of community should the Church ask men 
to belong? was the question put to the consultation, held here last week, 
called by the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-—Cnurch Aid, 

Refugee, and World Service to consider its work during the next ten years. 


It was asked in a paper read by Dr. Robert 8. Bilheimer, executive director, 
International Affairs Commission of the National Council of Churches, USA. 


"It is folly", he said, "to seek to answer man's need for community with an 
individualistic interpretation of salvation, Much of the mass ‘evangelism! 
now being carried on appeais to people in these terms and is, therefore, 
likely to do more harm than good. 


"Failing to offer a form of community that seeks to be adequate to our time, 
this tevangelism' offers instead a stone and a serpent, not a loaf and a 
fish. Furthermore, it is sheer disobedience to offer a merely traditional 
idea of Christian community to people who are searching for community in 
the societies of our time. 


"When our evangelism, whether in a ‘mass! form or in a less spectacular 
manner, offers an individualistic saivation which then is to be worked. out 
within a community designed according to an archaic pattern, the disobedi- 
ence is compounded. | 


"Nevertheless, our efforts to change the forms of church life must be carried 
on with the greatest delicacy lest the refuge that people need be destroyed 
with nothing put in its place. lt is irresponsible to experiment blindly, 
just as it is irresponsible to cling uncritically to traditional forms of 
community." 


Dr. Bilheimer said he believed they were unlikely to discover much about the 
nature of authentic Christian community outside the ecumenical realities of 
the Church. In what he termed "the ecumenical reality of the Church". he 
thought that God had provided a profound understanding of the nature of 
community in our day. (more) 
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A report from the consultation's section on Development Aid was accepted, 
subject to later editorial revision, at a plenary session, 


This report said that despite the Freedom From Hunger Campaign, the Develop- 
ment Decade, and International Cooperation Year, designed to meet the threat 
of a permanent increase of world population and hunger situations at con- 
tinental levels, the results up to now have been "totally inadequate", 


The report said that churches, apart from politics and economic gain, could 
"assure a stance for care and love of the individual, a concern for social 
justice, and an international Christian bond that transcends national bonds". 


Among the recommendations in the report, which will be forwarded to the 
WCC's Divisional Committee on Inter—Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 
for consideration, was one calling on the churches to work with other 
community groups and organisations, sectarian and non-sectarian, and that 
increased emphasis should be given to United Nations and international acti- 
vity and less on nation-to-nation cooperation. EPS; Geneva 


R.C. OFFICIAL CALLS FOR SERVICE EXPERIMENTS’ 
WITH MARXIST, MUSLIM, AND OTHER GROUPS 


(Swanwick, England) - As Christians increasingly act and serve as one, they 
must increase their openness toward the other great religio-cultural groups - 
Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Marxist, and secularist. 


That is what Msgr. Josoph Gremillion, director of Socio-Economic Development 
Catholic Relief Services, New York, told the consultation on Inter-Church Aid 
in the next ten years held here last week. 


The consultation. called by the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, has brought together nearly 300 church 
representatives from all parts of the world. 


In a paper on the cooperation of all Christian churches in the service of the 
world family, Msgr. Gremillion said that movements for social service and 
development can arise, and are arising, under the inspiration of religious 
convictions and cultural values other than Christian. 


"We must seek to cooperate with these", he said. "Some experiments are 
already underway. Together we should increase them. Let us cooperate and 
experiment with them together." 


He pointed out that they had close bonds with many Jewish service organisa- 


tions and he thought they could certainly increase and deepen this relation- 
ship. 


Msgr. Gremillion said that the members of the WOC are much more experienced 


in the procedure and experiment of ecumenical cooperation than are Roman 
Catholics. , 


"Por some two decades", he said, "you have deliberately striven to dovetail 
and bring together the service programmes of your member churches - Lutheran 
and Baptist, Orthodox and Reformed, Anglican and Congregational. 


"On the other hand, we Roman Catholics have entered the picture in a serious 
way only two years ago, We have reason to marvel at the degree to which 
cooperation has advanced between Catholic bodies and WCC members during this 
short time, and to marvel too at the lack thus far of grave tension and 
setbacks." eatd 


- | (More) 
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He instanced especially the joint effort of the Roman Catholic and other 
churches in India which had led to the creation and operation of AFPRO 
(Action for Food Production) as a newly constituted ecumenical body. 


"AFPRO deserves the attention and applause it is now receiving because it 
represents a most significant 'first! in a wider ecumenical cooperation" 

8 ) 
Msgr. Gremillion said. 


Mm this instance we are not|merely coordinating or correlating existing 
autonomous programmes of our respective autonomous agencies. Rather, very 
deliberately, we are joining together to constitute a joint programme from 
the very beginning," 


He warned, however, that there is at present no simple and clear structure 
to support the future and increasing cooperation between the members of the 
WCC and the Roman Catholic Church. 


He recommended the avoidance of hard and fast agreements, and added: "Let 
us proceed on an ad hoc experimental basis, depending upon the realities and 
the personalities found in a particular part of the world concerning a 
particular issue", 


In another paper, Bishop Emilianos Timiadis, Metropolitan of Calabria, said 
that any selfish treatment of spiritual goods or material wealth was a 
"blasphemy" of human dignity. It denied God and His lordship over all and 
reduced our neighbour to a simple human being without any spiritual substance. 


"We cannot neglect service to human misery because of cur divisions", Bishop 
Emilianos said. "We must not become discouraged in the face of difficulties 
that are bound to arise. Let us be convinced that the day will come when 
Protestants, Orthodox, and Catholics must create new structures and not be 
content with the existing ones. 


"If one admits ecumenism must be an effort of mutual understanding, mutual 
service must be part of this effort. The traditional methods of Christian 
service are no longer valid. They are too confessional, too narrow, and 
completely dissociated from similar activities of the Christian bodies. 


"What we need is a pan-Christian mobilisation of all our efforts in order to 
stop the tears of the suffering and to fill the empty mouths of millions 
scattered throughout the continents," EPS, Geneva 


DICARWS POINTS TO "AWFUL DILEMMA" 
CHURCHES MAY FACE IN NEXT DECADE 


(Swanwick, England) - In a speech summarising the work done by the week-long 
consultation called here by the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, the director, 
pointed to the price that the churches may have to pay as they take part in 
the fight for social and economic justice. 


The consultation, which has been considering the probable pattern of the 
next ten years, has brought together nearly 300 representatives of church 
service agencies from all parts of the world. 

(more) 
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"we shall have to face a great deal of misunderstanding in the churches", 
Dr. Cooke pointed out. "There will be many who have been generous in 

their giving for relief who will become hesitant, if not resistant, when 
they realise that our aim is to change the status quo. They will think the 
churches has gone leftist, socialist, or communist, 


"T myself cannot escape the conviction that in the next decade the churches, 
their service agencies, and their missionary agencies will have to face 
again and again the awful dilemma of whether to say 'no' to vast resources 
which might meet the needs of multitudes to save compromise with policies 
which are calculated to stave off the social and economic revolution. We 
had better have in the forefront of our minds that no government will act 
out of altruism." 


Dr. Cooke said that one of the major issues before the World Council of 
Churches as a whole was that of pressing on beyond cooperation to community. 


"Will the movement", he asked, "having found in the World Council an instru- 
ment of effective cooperation in so many fields, rest content or will it 
press on to make: the World Council an instrument through which to manifest 
in fact their underlying unity? We have, I think, heard here the call to 
go on, 


"Tt has also, I think, become clear to us here that in the next decade we 
have to move from our conception of service to the world to involvement with, 
or service in, the world.” 


Dr. Cooke said that in the next decade more aid, not less aid, would be 
required if the immediate needs of suffering men and women were to be met. - 
Continuous, competent, and compassionate church ministries would have to: 


“go on in an ever widening range and ever increasing intensity. 


"To do this work", he said, "the very doing of it, and the effect of doing 
it,is in fact to challenge the structure of the Church and of society." 


In a report from that section of the consultation which has worked on the 
needs of uprooted people and refugees it was affirmed that the churches! 
service in this field would never pass the "ambulance" stage unless the 
underlying cause of their movement: were studied seriously, and DICARWS was 
urged to collaborate closer with the Churches! Commission on International 
Affairs and the WCC Department on Church and society. 


The report also recommended that while maximum service to meet immediate 

needs should be given in Vietnam, the churches should prepare now to share 

in the vast tasks of rehabilitation and development ahead in that country. 
3 EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN CHURCH UNION UPHOLDS 
RIGHT OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 


(Chicago) - An international seminar of the American Church Union — the 
Anglo-Catholic wing of the Angliean Communion - endorsed here the principle 


of civil disobedience and the right of a Christian to take a conscientious 
stand for or against war. j 


The seminar also supported, in principle, church unity and liturgical reforms, 
and called for the continuing efforts against poverty, racial discrimination 
and for higher Christian moral standards, EPS, Geneva 
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ABSENCE OF CHRISTIANS FROM CHINA 
NOTED BY CHURCH AND SOCIETY CHAIRMAN 


(Geneva) ~ The absence of Christians from the People's Republic of China 
among participants from 80 nations meeting here for the World Conference on 
Church and Society was noted by the conference chairman, Mr. M. M. Thomas 
of India, in his opening address. 


Mr. Thomas told the 410 participants the absence of Chinese "leaves a 

serious gap. I am sure the reality of modern China and of the churchy 

which is seeking to discover a relevant form of Christian participation and 
witness in the Chinese revolution, will be very much ese in our delibera- 
tions", he said. 


Mr. Thomas is director of the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion 
and Society, Bangalore, India, He noted with regret that Bishop d4ulu of 
South Africa, named as one of the eight conference presidents, was not 
permitted to leave his country to attend. Bishop Zulu!'s place has been 
taken by Dr. Z K. Matthews, Africa Secretary of the WCC Division of Inter«. 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


> 


The conference, sponsored by the World Council of Churches, has 237 laymen 
and 173 theologians taking part. There are observers from 21 world organi- 
zations and non-member churches, the largest group coming from the Roman 
Catholic Church, 


Nearly half the participants come from developing nations. Approximate 
percentages are Africa 12%, Asia 16%, Latin America 12%, Middle East 1h 
Eastern Europe 16%, Western Europe 18%, North America 19%. 


Mr. Thomas told the opening session that one hoped for result was a common 
definition of the social issues facing the Church in the modern world. 


"It may be too much to expect any kind of consensus on the Christian response 
to social issues", he said. The conference could help the churches to "move 
forward from parallel monologues to some kind of dialogue, and arrive at a 
common definition of these issues and of the nature of the differences in our 
approaches to them", 


Earlier Mr. Thomas told a meeting of some 150 press and communications re- 
presentatives that among crucial issues to be faced were questions of peace 
in a nuclear age, relations between rich and poor countries, civil disobedi~ 
ence and racial tensions. 


"We are looking at the kind of world community now emerging. In economics, 
at the relationship between the poor and the rich nations, at the sacrifices 
required of the rich and the costly.discipline required of the poor, There 
will be plain speaking, for more than half of those here come from new nations. 


"In many parts of the world today the democratic form of government is break 
ing up, not only in new nations, but also in old. Civil disobedience is 
evidence of this, as are more violent forms of revolution. We are asking 
what responsible government means in a world perspective. ; 


"We are also concerned at the kind of social structure needed within a nation 

to cope with the changes about us, the tensions between generations, the 

changing status of women and the plurality of races." 
(more) 
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The organizing secretary, the Rev. Paul Abrecht, said the conference was not 
an end in itself, but would speak to the churches about the important and 
urgent issues they face, It sought to initiate new debate, discussion and 
responses from the WCC's more than 200 member churches. . 


The meeting is the third ecumenical conference in this century to focus 
exclusively on social issues. Previous conferences were in 1925 and 1937. 


Conference observers 


The largest groupof observers attending the conference are from the Roman 
Catholic Church. Hight official observers named by the Vatican Secretariat 
for Christian Unity will attend. 


There are okservers,from the Christian Peace Conference, Prague; the Food 
and herd oul SaBat7 EREAOE the UN Development Programme; UNESCO; World Health 
Organization; the International Labour Office; the International Commission 
of Jurists; the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions, and the 
World Jewish Congress, 


Also: the UN Institute for Training and Research, the Directors! Association 
of Lay Training Centres in Burope, the General Synod of the Gereformeerde 
Kerken of the Netherlands, the International Association for Liberal 
Christianity and Religious Freedom, the International Federation for Inner 
Mission and Christian Social Work, the International Federation of Workmen's 
Evangelical Associations, and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 


The World Christian Temperance Federation, the World Student Christian 
Federation, and the world organizations of the Young Women's Christian 
Association, and the Young Men's Christian Association are, also represented 
as observers. ; 


In all there are 34 individual observers. EPS, Geneva. 


'BOLA IGE CHARGES RUSSIA, USA 
ENDANGER PEACE OF THE WORLD 


(Geneva) - No peace is possible as long as the United States and Russia 
"arrogate to themselves the monopoly of directing the future of the world 
and of other nations", an African lawyer active in political affairs told th 
World Conference on Church and Society here, 


Mr. 'Bola Ige, Ibadan, Nigeria, addressed the conference on the political 
and economic dynamics of newly awakened peoples. Dr- Raul Prebisch, Geneva, 
general secretary of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
and cconomist Dr. Barbara Ward also spoke, 


"The political needs and aspirations of the new nations are for a world where 
each and every man will enjoy real peace and real freedom", Mr. Ige said. 


"There can be no peace in the world where-75 nations have their economic 


(and therefore their political) future dictated by the narrow self-interest 
of Europe and America," 


The Nigerian speaker said there could be no peace where two-thirds of mankind 
"are patronisingly referred to as-'the poor!, the 'underdeveloped!, 'the third 


world!, and as long as neo-colonialism remains more vicious than its parent, 
colonialism", 


(more) 


No. 22 - 14th July, 1966 13 


"The new nations had hardly been born before they were thrown into the 
turbulent sea of ideological confrontations. The Communist world view 

of the ultimate triumph of socialism is equated with Soviet hegemony, and 
the United States of America believes that it mustdirect its efforts against 
the 'pernicious! thing not so much - as it says — for its own safety as for | 
the salvation of all mankind in the fold of 'free nations!. 


"Both these countries are powerful and between them they can destroy the 
world with nuclear war", Mr\. Ige said. 


"Tt would have been all right if these giant nations stayed in their own 
countrics and merely thundered from there. No. There they came breathing 
down the necks of the new nations. Because of their material wealth they 
dazzle the eyes of the new nations, and many of them at one time or another 
had to practise political harlotry. All of the new nations one would say — - 
except Communist China." 


Stressing that political freedom and economic emancipation are intertwined, ~ 
he said that no nation could have one without the other. RU S18) im. thie 
sense that one can begin to understand some of the so-called foolish actions 
of Dr. Sukarno, Dr. Nkrumah, Selokou Touré, Ben Bella, Fidel Castro, and 
President Nasser." 


"It.is in this sense that one can appreciate why Zambia in spite of its 
economic poverty is not prepared to accept from Britain, via Mrs. Judith 
Hart, the meré pittance of £7 million, and why President Julius Nyerere was 
willing to forego the £7 1/2 million British help on the political question 
of Rhodesia, and why Tanzania would rather spurn West German aid re to 
accept the Hallstein doctrine." 


Mrs. Judith Hart, Minister of State for Commonwealth Relations, of Great 
Britain, recently visited 4ambia with an offer of £7 million in aid which 
was refused because of some of the conditions. The national economy of 
Zambia, they say, has suffered because of the economic struggle with 
Rhodesia. The Hallstein doctrine refuses aid to those countries which have 
offical dealings with Communist governments, 


In the United Nations, he said, Communist countries are "no longer roundly 
condemned or blocked while in the various new nations the Communist and 
capitalist powers are locked in grim combat and as’ they engage in this 
wrestling they often knock our governments down. 


"They have the field today but in the future and with the militancy of 

China in ascendance, these wrestlers will be removed from our stage. We will 
follow the path of peace, freedom, and justice... We have no visible alternae © 
tive to genuine socialism, and in this task, for our. own best self-interst, 

we shall not hesitate to offend any who may stand in our way, whatever their 
ideological posture." 


Mr. Ige, who has been general secretary of the Student Christian Movement 

of Nigeria and publicity secretary of the Action Group of Nigeria (United 
Progressive Grand Alliance), said the political motivation of new nations is 
"to promote our own self-interest while not forgetting our contributions and 
our responsibility to the total interest of mankind". , : 


He stressed that while people of the new nations may be poor, illiterate, 

and diseasedy they are not politically unsophisticated. "They will not ex- 
change foreign domination for oligarchic domination. Our people need good 
food, good housing, and good health, but they also want to take an active part 
in discussing, planning, and executing the schemes for material well-being.- 


"Until this fact is realised the good people of the Uni (more) 
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"Until this fact is realised the good people of the United States will never 
understand why there is political”instability and/or economic fragility in 
most of non-Communist Asia in spite of the fact that the United States 
government, between 1945 and 1965 spent 22 billion dollars in economic and 
military aid to these non-Communist nations. Until this fact is realised, 
the Alliance for Progress will continue to retrogress." 


Observing that India was the greatest democracy of the world "if one agrees 
that the leaders of People's China are not freely elected", 'Bole Ige said 
that somehow "India has lost its lustre". Of Dr. Kwame Nkrumah he said: 
"Maybe he was not a nice person, but with the overthrow of his régime, is it 
not true that no one is now really sure where Africa is heading - in spite 
of our beloved Organization of African Unity? 


"And so what do the nations have to look at now, as that which symbolises 

the best among themselves: they have the Chinese People's Republic = nation- 
alist, militant, economically free and at the same timeunyielding in its 
commitment for the freedom and full emancipation of the nations of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America." 


The new nations, he said are going to impress upon the rest of the world, 
East or West, that the problem of the world is not the poor but the rich. 

If care is not taken, he predicted, there will be a polarisation between the 
countries of Europe and America on the one hand and the countries of Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America on the other, EPS, Geneva 


ELLUL DECLARES CHURCH STABLE 
REFERENCE POINT FOR MAN 


(Geneva) —- The primary role of the Christian Church today was to offer.-a 
stable point of reference midst man's ever-changing circumstances, Professor 
Jacques Ellul said here (July 12). 


Professor Ellul, of the University of Bordeaux Law School, told the World 
Conference on Church and Socicty that this point of reference was not re= 
actionary, but represented real values for mankind which was being devalued 
by constant change. 


"The potentialities of technology today are unlimited", he saide "We 

might say that anything we can imagine can be done. This is evolution, not: 
revolution, for it cannot be stopped; within itself the present technology 
contains all the seeds of the future, 


"We can forecast what, in the short-term, our technology will producey but 
we cannot forecast the political, economic and social effects it will have 
for this requires -value judgements." 


Professor Ellul said Christians must accept technological development as 


ambivalent: "It is neither good nor evil; neither can you control it, nor 
stop it", 
They should, however, be concerned with its results. "How can societies 


make the transition from non-technical to technical, from semi-automation to 
full automation?", he asked, 


Professor Ellul is the author of two widely distributed books, a massive 
study of technology and a recently published volume on propaganda. 
(more). 


Christians could also formulate the desirable long-term goals of society 

in the light of the short-term possibilities indicated by present technology. 
"We can calculate with some accuracy the short-term possibility and, through 
a critical evaluation of our ultimate goals, calculate how to move from our 
present position to those goals.” 


Man was now faced with the danger of "throwing off all the past when faced 
with the difficult experiment of living in the present technological society. 
To do this would be to bring complete disorder, 


"It is possible for us to cope with technology only if we can stand apart 
from- it, from reality, and bring values to bear on it," 


He said that Christians could no longer judge actions only by their intentions, 
but must look more seriously at the results that follow. "The more we be~ 
come concerned with consequences, the more we will see events in terms of the 
provocative and be challenged to find a contemporary social ethic that calls 
men to responsibility." 


Economist and author Robert Theobald, New York, told the same conference 
session that "technological power can be controlled for man's benefit only if 
he consciously makes major efforts to alter national and world social struc» 
tures. 


Mr. Theobald said that war, "cannot be abolished until new social means are 
discovered for settling otherwise insoluble conflicts", that the end result 
of man's dramatic increase in life expectancy will be famine unless the will, 
and therefore the funds, are found to limit births; and that automation 
“offers the possibility of setting man free to do as he wishes" only if "it 
offers him his income as a right". 


"The continued drive to literacy as a prime method of ensuring communication 

in the developing countrics is clearly irrelevant when radio and television, 

if imaginatively applied, would allow countries to be interlinked for a frac- 
tion of the cost of present literacy programmes." . ' 


Mr. Theobald challenged the conference to take seriously "what might be the 
final opportunity we have for a real meeting of the rich and the poor nations", 
He ‘said it was too easy for those of the developed countries to meet the poor 
believing that they had all the answers and for those from the poor countries 
to come feeling that they had heard it all before and that "the immutable 
order of the West could not be changed to accommodate them". 


"Much that today passes for dialogue is merely a meeting of people to achieve 
a consensus which has already been determined by a priest, pastor or expert", 
he said. 


"True dialogue is a profoundly wrenching experience as one tests each one of 
one's beliefs against the beliefs of others, and it is only tolerable if one 
shares a profound sense of purpose with the other members of the group. 


"Should technology always be exported to the developing countries or should 
they be required to develop their own?", asked Professor S. A. Aluko, head of 
the Department of Economics, University of Nigeria. "Those of us who live 
there are becoming restive because imported techniques create dualistic com~ 
munities and economies." 


He said that man's confidence in himself did not necessarily enhance the 
Christian ‘faith. "T am inclined to say that man!s confidence has been used 
more as a lever against God than as an acknowledgement of His authority... The’ 
tendency to worship technology and the human power of achievement is very real. 
Though we may not be able to stop technology, we have to realise the problem 
that it poses." (more 
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Professor Aluko equated the race to the moon and space flight to the building 
of the biblical tower of Babel. "There must have been plenty of people with- 
out rooms to live in on earth when the Babel tower builders wished to reach 
heaven. There are many hungry people on earth today while immeasurable 
wealth is being put into the colonisation of the moon and the planets beyond. 
I hope that what befell the builders of Babel will not befall the modern 
technocrats and the world that produces them." 


Speaking earlier, Pastor Martin Niemoller, one of the six presidents of the 
World Council of Churches, said the conference had been given the freedom 

to say a candid word, disturbing, or provocative word to the churches to help 
them see the world anewe 


"Those who think that the world must stay the same, who try to stop the tides 
of history, who see no problems in the modern world that cannot be solved 

by the old recipes and conventions, they are the real antagonists of the 
Church", he said. 


"They forget that the Word of God is not a dead Word, but a living Word, 
which wants to be spoken in the idiom of each new period of history in order 
to communicate new life. That requires new insights and new openness for 
God's creative spirit." EPS, Geneva 


EXPECT SPANISH ACTION ON 
LIBERTY DRAFT IN DECEMBER 


(Madrid) - Long-awaited legislation which it is expected will grant religious 
freedom to Spain's non-Catholic. minorities is expected to be submitted for 
approval to the Cortes (parliament) in December, according to the well in- 


formed circles here, Religious News Service reports. 


A committee of experts headed by Antonio Garrigues y Diaz Canabate, Spanish 
Ambassador to the Vatican, has completed a draft of the law which is to be 
presented to the Cabinet when it meets July 15. 


RNS said that its sources indicated the draft is much wider and more "liberal" 
than the one submitted, to the Cabinet in September, 1964, That document was 
criticised as failing to match up adequately with the statement in favour of 
religious liberty made by Generalissimo Franco in his New Year's address to 
the nation. | The new draft, it is believed, lays down the absolute equality 
of all Spaniards before the law. EPS, Geneva 


SPAIN REFUSES TO RECOGNISE 
BIGHT PROTESTANT CHAPELS 


(Madrid)- The announcement here of a proposed law providing for religious 
liberty in Spain has coincided with the news that legal authorisation has 
been refused by the authorities for four Protestant chapels in Murcia and 
four in Alicante. In Madrid the Protestants were told that legal recogni- — 
tion’ would not be granted for any further chapels. 


Protestant circles in Madrid are hoping that the new law, when promulgated, 
will end the incongruous situation in which Protestant chapels are permitted 
, to open - and then refused official authorisation. EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH METHODISTS! 
APPEAL TO IRISH 


(Wolverhampton, England) - The Methodist Conference in a session here ap- 
proved a motion assuring the Methodists in Ireland, and particularly Northern 
Ireland, of its continuing prayers as they strove to maintain Methodism!s 
traditional friendship for all and enmity towards none. The conference 
hoped all sections of the Irish people would strive to remove bitterness from 
their relationships. 


The resolution came after a warning from the Rev. Samuel Johnston, president 
of the Methodist Church in Ireland, that the newly revived spirit of bitter- 
ness among Protestant extremists in the North had deep roots, and a scathing 
attack by Lord Soper on "the man Paisley" (the Rev. lan Paisley, moderator 
of the "Free Presbyterian Church of Ulster). 


* * * 


in other sessions the Methodists: 


Decided in favour of women being admitted to the ministry and also called 
for talks with Church of England representatives on the implications of this 
decision; 
Agreed by a large majority that abortionsshould be permitted where a con- 
tinued pregnancy would involve grave injury to the physical or mental health 
of the woman. The conference also approved an addendum stating that abor- 
tions should be allowed when a pregnant woman's capacity as a mother would 
be severely overstrained by the care of a child or another child. 

EPS, Geneva 


DR. SCOPES NAMED PRESIDENT 
OF THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 


(New York) - Dr. Wilfred Scopes, veteran missionary and administrator and 
recent associate minister of Broadway United Church of Christ has been named 
first president of the new United Theological College of the West Indies, 
near Kingston, Jamaica. 


His appointment was announced by the World Council of Churches whose 
Theological Education Fund has contributed $134,500 towards construction of 
the seminary and made a special grant for Dr. Scopes! two-year term as 
president. 


The seminary is being built adjacent to the campus of the University of the 
West Indies at Mona, a Kingston suburbs Expected to open in 1967, it 
combines three theological schools - St. Peter's College (Anglican), Calabar 
College (Baptist), and Union Theological Seminary of Jamaica. EPS, Geneva 


WORLD CONGREGATIONALIST, 
PRESBYTERIAN BODIES TO UNITE 


(Swansea, Wales) The International Congregational Council voted unanimously 
here to unite with the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


The ICC represents more than three million members of congregationally organi-— 
sed churches. The Reformed Alliance represents 10 million members under the 
Presbyterian form of church government. 


The 250 ICC delegates from 20 nations voted for union at the end of their 
1LOth assembly. Discussions on union began in 1958. ° The proposal was 
hastened by the fact that 75 per cent of all congregationalists. and more than 
half of all Presbyterians throughout the world were involved in church unions, 
the council said, EPS, Geneva 


No. 22 = 14th July, 1966 18 


YMCA WORLD YOUTH CONFERENCE 
HELD IN NORWAY 


(Stavanger) ~ "The greatest experience of my life". This was the comment 
of one of the teenage delegates to the YMCA World Youth Conference held in 
the Norwegian Naval Camp near the historic city of Stavanger, Norway. 


Some 250 youth between the ages of 14 and 19, representing 27 nations on all 
the continents of the world, took part in the 10-day event which ended July 7. 


The conference, theme of which was "I want ‘to be free", was unique in the 
fact that it was run by young people through a Steering Committee represen— 
ting the various delegations. There were only three adults related to the 
Committee and they were present in an advisory capacity. 


The theme was reflected throughout the Conference programme. In the dis- 
cussion groups there was freedom to discuss a wide variety of subjects 
ranging from home life to the war in Vietnam. The worship and Bible studies 
were conducted on an ecumenical basis with the approval of the participants 
and their churches. The morning worship services were conducted by the 

three conference chaplains; the Rev. Father Alfons Wysiecki (Roman Catholic), 
Archimandrite Eusebios Vittis (Orthodox), and the Rev. Olaf Hillestad — 
(Lutheran). 


The major platform addresses dealt with four aspects of the theme - free to 
work, to belong, to serve, to learn. These subjects and others were taken 
from a Study Guide which conference delegates had studied and reviewed during 
the months preceding the conference. ; 


In his address "Free to Work", Dr. Hans Reudi Weber, associate director of 
the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, left the dis-~- 
cussion groups with two questions: "What can we do in order to safeguard 
work from deterioration? How can we really become free to work and do such 
work which gives ourselves and our fellowmen human dignity and make us col- 
laborators of God in His creative work?" 


"Free to Serve", was the title of the speech by Mr. Bola Ige of Nigeria. 
He pointed out the many different conceptions of freedom but said real free- 
dom was to be found in the service of Jesus Christ. 


Ambassador Richard F. Federson of the United States suggested in his address 
entitled "Freedom and Belonging", that "a great change is taking place in 
the minds of men whose offa7t we do not yet fully realise - a change towards 
greater human solidarity and a profound conviction that we do all belong and 
must belong to one human family". : . 


Fredrik Franklin, secretary general of the World Alliance of YMCAs, the 
body responsible for organising the World Conference, speaking on "No 

Freedom for Nothing" said: "Freedom in the workbook of this conference 
has a positive connotation, Not freedom from, but freedom to - to belong, 
to work, to learn, to serve, and to these are added a fifth, to respond," 


EPS, Geneva 
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NORTHERN IRELAND EXTREMISTS 


BANNED BY GOVERNMENT ~- | 


(Belfast) - The Ulster Volunteer Force, an ultra-extremist Protestant group, 
has been banned by the Northern Ireland government because of its alleged 
links with recent incidents of violence against Roman Catholics, 


Within a period of two weeks, two persons were killed, another shot, one 
stabbed and one burned. Five Protestants were jailed on charges of murder 
and were reported to have gone on hunger strike in protest. They were 
expected to be arraigned under emergency regulations passed in 1923, designed 
at the time against extremist Catholic republicans. 


The outlawed organization was reputedly led by the Rev. Ian Paisley, modera- 
tor of the Free Presbyterian Church, but he had denied any connection with 
the Ulster Volunteer Force, His organization, he said, is the Ulster 
Constitution Defence Committee which has branches all over Northern Ireland 
known as the Ulster Protestant Volunteer Divisions. EPS, Geneva 


RACE RELATIONS PROBLEM 
CITED BY CHURCHMEN 


(Sydney) —- Deteriorating race relations in Papua-New Guinea were cited by 
territorial churchmen in a special report to the House of Representatives 

of the Australian Parliament. Their warning, accompanied by recommendations, 
is being studied by the House foreign effairs committee. 


Growing racial unrest was charged in a document signed by Catholic Bishop 
Virgil Copas, Vicar Apostolic of Port Moresby; Anglican Bishop John W. 
Chisholm of New Guinea; Major John Walz, divisional officer for the 
Salvation Army; and Bishop John Kuder, president of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of New Guinea. 


The churchmen called on the Australian government to invite the U.S. Peace 
Corps — and its equivalent in Canada, New zealand and Britain -—- to send 

volunteers to the territory. They also recommended early formation of a 
large-scale Australian "peace corps" for territorial service. EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP LILJE REPORTS ON 
EAST BERLIN VISITS 


(Minneapolis) - Bishop Hanns Lilje, head of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Hannover, Germany, prohibited for many years from entering Hast Berlin 
because of Hast German government accusations that he is a "NATO bishop", 
has been permitted to enter East Berlin "five or six times" in the past year 
and a half, he revealed here. 


The bishop, a former president of the Lutheran World Federation, said he had’ 
been treated with "utmost consideration" on his visits to the Hastern’ sector, 
However, he said he had not attempted to go elsewhere in East Germany. 


He said he believed the fact that his passport contained a visa to visit the 
Soviet Union as a member of the Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches had influenced the Hast Berlin authorities to let him enter their 
sectors Bishop Lilje is on a lecture and preaching tour of the USA. 

i EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


The International Hebrew Christian Alliance, representing Hebrew Christians’ © 
from five continents, held its conference at High Wycombe, England, July 4-7. 
The newly elected Executive Committee is headed by Mr. Eric Lipson, London; 
Professor Jakob Jocoz, Toronto; and the Rev. Peter Schneider, Jerusalem, 
Israel. The Committee consists of five Anglicans, five Presbyterians, 

three Lutherans, three members of the Reformed churches, five Baptists, and 
two members of the Church of the Brethren. -. Pralat D. Hermann Maas, of 
Heidelberg, was elected honorary member. The continuation of the theo- 
logical activity in Europe, Israel, and America and intensification of social 
welfare work in Israel were major discussion topics. 


* * * 


Two Spanish Protestant leaders’ have been appointed to lecture on ecumenical 

relations at the University of Salamanca, which is under the jurisdiction of 
the Roman Catholic Church. They are Pastor Antonio Andres of the Reformed 

Episcopal Church and Pastor José Cardona-Gregori of the Evangelical Defence 

Commission. 


* * * 


Pope Paul VI has hailed the restoration of prayers to St. Peter in an office 
of the Greek Orthodox Church as a "significant and stimulating" act. Prayers 
to St. Peter have been omitted from the Greek Orthodox liturgy generally since 
the 14th century because of the anti-Latin feeling of that time. Recently 
the official magazine of the Greek church, entitled Ekklisia, published a 

new office of St. Peter. 


* * * 


Three chapels will open this summer to serve air travellers who use Kennedy 
Airport in New York, and the thousands of employees at the airport. 


* * * 


A service of intercession for peace in Vietnam was led by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury on July 7 at West.*inster Abbey, London, three hours before the 
House of Commons debated the new implications of the extended bombing by 
United States aircraft. 


* *% * 


The Rev. Gordon R. Dunstan, secretary of the Church Assembly Joint Board of 
Studies has been appointed the first Frederick Denison Maurice Professor of 
Moral and Social Theology at King's College, London. "This post is being 
created because of the concern felt by many thoughtful people about the way 
in which modern society is developing from the unintended results of public 
and private actions", a church spokesman said. 


4 


* * * 


Professor Josef L. Hromadka, 77, the wellknown Czech theologian, who has been 
Dean of the Protestant Faculty of Theology in Prague for 46 years, has just 
retired. His successor is Professor Josef B. Soucek, Professor of New 
Testament Theology. 


* * * 


The Portuguese Criminal Court for Political Affairs has.convicted 49 members 
of Jehovah's Witnesses of crimes against the security of the Portuguese state. 
The sentences ranged from five and a half months in prison to one and a half: 
month's suspended sentence, plus the loss of political rights for four years. 
Handing down the sentence the judge said the Witnesses were not on trial for 
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Special Report ons 
The World Conference on Church and Society, 
Geneva, Switzerland. 


July 12 - 26, 1966 


Chicago Riots Underline Urgency Church and Society Talks 
By Vaughan Hinton 


(Mr. Hinton, secretary for public relations, Australian 
Council -f Churches, is a member of the co-opted staff — 
of the Information Department, WCC, for the Conference.) 


(Geneva) _ ~ The man who could ‘not come has become .a dramatic symbol of the 
world's search for new ‘freedom and a truly human society as it has been the 
focus of the first week f the World Conference on Church and Society here. 


The man is Dr- Martin Luther King, Jr., UeS-+ civil rights leader and 
Nobel prize-winner, who was forced to make a last-minute cancellation of his 
visit here because of the race riots in Chicago. . 


"If the Church does not participate actively in the struggle for peace 
and economic and racial justice, it will forfeit the loyalty of millions and 
cause men everywhere to say that it has atrophied its will", he declared in 
a sermon filmed in :;hicago and seen by millions in Europe over television. 


Civil rights and the social revolutions of these times, peace in a nuclear 
age, mam!s search for a new cultural ethos, the growing gap between the rich 
and the poor; these ‘have been the concerns in the sections and groups through 
which the conference is working, 


The ambiguities and also the timelessness of many issues facing the con- 
ference were further pointed for participants as they.watched British producer 
Patrick Garland's dramatic presentation, "The Rebel", previously presented in 
London's Royal Court Theatre. 


In the conference are. 410 participants and observers from every continent, 
laymen from the fields of science, education, industry, research, politics, 
plus church leaders and theologians. By the end of this week the results of 
their deliberations will be revealed. ° The conference ends Monday evening, 
OL 25.5 


The possibility before them was shown by Dr. King when he said, "If the 
Church will free itself from the shackles of a deadening status quo, and, re- 
covering its great historic mission, will speak and act fearlessly and insist- 
ently in terms of justice and peace, it will enkindle the imagination of man- 


kind and fire the souls of men, embuing them with a flowing and ardent love of 
truth, justice and peace", 


* * * 


‘ 
5 
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What is the place of Christianity today in the struggles of man? "The 
Christian message (though not Christianity itself) has historically been a basic 
determining element in the spiritual ferment which has produced the movement of 
modernization, and which requires the Gospel for its spiritual fulfilment", the 
conference chairman, Mr. M.M. Thomas, of Bangalore, India, told one session. 


"When every historical event is fraught with significance and with a sense 
of movement towards a goal, ideological struggles demand decision, commitment 
and a fight to the finish", he said. 


* * 2A 


Christianity and the political order 


What place should classical democracy or socialism or any other political 
order have in the thinking of Christians today? What is a responsible society? 
It is one whose structure helps, enables, urges and forces man to act as his 
brother's keeper, Dr. Max Kohnstamm, of the Netherlands, vice president of the 
Action Committee for the United States of Europe, declared. 


Professor Hiber Conteris, a Methodist academic leader from Uruguay, said 
it was difficult to conceive of social justice without "a levelling out of the 
social classes based on the fair re-distribution of wealth, equal opportunities, 
equal rights, and equal privileges for all", 


* * * 


Christianity is basically revolutionary, declared three eminent theolog- 
ians ~ from America, Russia, and West Germany. But institutional Christianity 
has become identified with the status quo. The task of theology today is to 
make the revolutionary nature of Christianity clear in the social and political 
revolutions of our time. 


"Our church ... went through all the states of rejection, opposition, and 
even direct action against the revolution, and the changes it brought in the 
life of the church", Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
said. 


"This was no mere theoretical rejection or passive non-participation. It 
was a bitter and open struggle. As a result the church lost millions of 
believers." 


Dr. Heinz-Dietrich Wendland, of Miinster, University of Westphalia, advised 


Christians "to be both positive and critical toward their environment". "On 
the one hand, the Christian has the vocation and task to love the world and to 
give it service. On the other hand, the Kingdom of God does not. become iden- 


tical with society as a result of Christian action," 


Christians are not carrying out a Christian revolution; they are working 
with secular, human methods of justice and politics to reform society for the 


sake of man, 
x ie & 


Theology and the revolutions .. 


Dr. Richard Shaull, Princeton Theological Seminary, went further insisting 
that "all our encouraging theological reflections will not be of much help to 
the new revolutionary unless they are set within the concrete revolutionary 
situation and related to the questions arising there". 


He sought a new strategy of revolution which would use technology for the 
causeof social change and emancipation. For this he suggested the formation 
of small political guerilla groups. 


Technology tends toward a total system of social domination, offering al- 
most unlimited possibilities for preserving the social order, he stressed. The 
Church should provide the context in which people are set free for and encou- 
raged to aceept tevolutionary commitment and are helped to work out a theologi- 


’ oal versvective and ethic of revolution. 
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Professor Conteris, of Uruguay, felt Christians should retain the freedom 
to choose the political and social system appropriate to the historical and 
‘gocial situation. They must at ail costs “avoid the risk of identifying the 
Christian faith with a definite ideological content". . 


Are the revolutionary movements which are good from ethical, political or 
social points of view "incontestably manifestations of the dynamic force of 
Christ!s Kingdom and His Lordship?", asked Professor Roger Mehl, University of 
Strasbourg, France. 


Rather than judge such movements, he said, Christians should tell’ them, 
"Remember always that your aim must be to seek the welfare of man, human free- 
dom, human dignity, man's participation in the human enterprise, and man's 
responsibi.ity for controlling it. Everything else is merely words and- 
romanticism", ! , 


The quest for modernization 
But it is not only the social revolutions on which the conference is focus- 
ing. The technological revolution (or the dynamic evolution of technology, as 
one speaker described it) is also very much to the fore. What does it hold 
for the future? how can.it. be shared with the developing world? Perhaps 
most pertinently, can. it be shared as it is? 


The future of the struggle for a modern-ethos in non-Western lands lies 
within the indigenous movements changing the traditional structures from within, 
Mr. Thomas said, : 


It was characteristic of the emerging African nod, Asian oul famens "that a 
new public philosophy which protests radically against the sacred ethos is 
being formed", he added, In the awakening cultures of many lands the idea was 
growing that the creativity and enterprise of freedom are good in themselves, 
even if they involve a large measure of destructiveness and disharmony. 


Professor André Dumas, of the Protestant Faculty of Theology, Paris, empha— 
sized that the Christian community would be a generation too late if it insisted 
only upon the political dimension. "Work and politics must not go too are - 
afield", he said, "and neglect the deeper side of personal life, love, holidays, 
culture and Mcewane which provides relaxation apart from the pressures of job 
and city life". 


It was a Japanese professor of Christian social ethics and sociology, Dr. 
Masao Takenaka, who suggested th t the conference attempt to set up a proposed 
model of international: society to pee achieved by 1980. 


Towards an international society 


Today "international society is destructive of brotherhood", Dr. Max 
Kohnstamm, of the Netherlands, asserted. It has "no rules and institutions 
capable of binding and protecting; it is not an ordered structure, put a chaos 
in which there is only force to safeguard against the other collective's unpre- 
dictability". 


Armaments' control and disarmament measuree, for example, can be achieved 
only as part and parcel of changes in the structure’ OF international ‘society, ne 
said. To advocate such measures per se was advocating abstract idealisn. 

Such measures themselves pre-supposed the existence of man in bdtroel Cain no 
longer exists. 


Man's nature pacceges it changed, but man's behaviour does pina. Vio-~ 
lence and war might result from man's nature, but man does create and change 
structures in order to be protected is ancl his own and his fellow!s unprédicte- 
bility. | 


Professor D. Helmut Gollwitzer, of the Free University of Berlin, said the. 

_ Church must clearly say an unqualified "no" to war in a nuclear age. ™ne 

_ churches! first responsibility in seeking peace is to "lose their reticence" — 
and genuinely fulfilt their preaching and teaching - funotion of 


Pe hl he: y =pn hy iat a Tad, 
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Professor Yoshiaki ITisaka, of Gakushuin University. Tokyo, accused both the 
USA and the People's Republic of Caina of suffering from a "naive mevsianism" 
which seeks to save the worid from the fetters of slavery, wucher in the form of 
imperialism or communism. 


The channels of development aid 


The need for a re-appraisal and restructuring of international aid channels 
and methods has also been of constant concern, For example, Dr. Raul Prebisch, 
general secretary of the UN Conference on Trade and Development, said the trade 
gap between the industrial and the developing nations was being aggravated be-. 
cause "there is no real international policy of co-operation", 


Between 1961 and 1964 the proportion. of resources transferred from the in- 
dustrial to the developing countries dropped from 0.87 per cent to 0.66. The 
very technology on which the West's prosperity was based had an unfavourable 
impact on the under-developed world, reducing the demand for raw materials and 
primary products through the development of synthetics and the demand for man~ 
power as technology was introduced in the developing countries. 


Economist, author, and Roman Catholic guest, Miss Barbara Ward (Lady Jack-~ 
son in private life) made a plea for "global taxation" to help meet development 
needs. . In a world in which 18 per cent of the people had control of from 70 to. 
80 per cent of the world's capital resources; it. was not surprising that some 
should have a little to spare "especially during Lent". 


The dialogue among Christians 

Hight Roman Catholic observers are attending the conference. One of them, 
the Rt. Rev. Charles Moeller, under-secretary of the Commission for the ee 
of the Faith of the Holy See, told a session that dialogue among Christia 
should be both theological, and experimental. He stressed the ieetsavens of 
Christians seeing together, each in accordance with and in faithfulness *o his 
own tradition, the responses they uust make to :the problems modern man sets 
before them. 


Sketching a broad spectrum of possible collaboration between the Roman 
Catholic Church and: the WCC, he cited the situation of women, of youth, of the 
aged, “large problems today which will be immense tomorrow". There was also 
joint action for witness to spiritual and religious values in. a world which 
seemed to ignore then, 


"More precisely there is a convergence to be established in ovr attitudes 
in the face of the secular city, atheism, not only theoretical but in its co».- 
crete manifestations, of the cultural and social order", he said. 


The reality of the revolution 

-It+ was in the midst of this varied and profoundly disturbing debate about 
a revolutionary Church and the Church in revolutions that gun-fire and racial 
violence 5000 miles away in Chicago brought "the struggles of the disinherited" 
into the heart of the conference. The visit of Dr.’Martin Luther King, Jr., 
eagerly awaited, could not now take place. "Tl am sure the Council will under- 
stand the pre-eminence of my responsibility to society in these revolutionary : 
times", he said in a telegram, 


But perhaps the empty pulpit in St. Pierre Cathedral here on Sunday (July 
17) where 1000 worshippers listened to Dr, King's voice recorded in Chicago the 
previous day, spoke more tellingly of the urgency of the struggle and of the 
potential of the Church s involvement than any other event could do. 


Describing the current world state as midnight, "darkness is so deep we 
can hardly see which way to turn", Dr. King said, "The most inspiring word that 
the Church may speak is that no midnight long vemain.:. 


; “Our eternal message of hope-is that dawn will come...Faith in the dawn 
barises from the faith that Goc is gocd anc just. When one believes this, he 

knows that the contradictions of life are neither final nor ultimate...Fven the. 

cont Starleds Bp may herald the dawn of some erent fulfilment." 
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DOUBLE ASSISTANCE TO LOW INCOME 
NATIONS, DUTCH DEVELOPMENT EXPERT URGES ; 


(Geneva) - The doubling of present assistance to low-income nations and _ 
greater reliance on supra-national agencies were advocated by Professor Jan 
Tinbergen in an address to the World Conference on Church and Society here 
on Monday, July 18. 


Professor Tinbergen is professor of development planning, director of the 
Netherlands Economic Institute, and chairman of the Council of the U.N. 
Research Institute for Social Development. 


He said that "even if the assistance of the developed countries to the develo- 
ping areas were doubled, the latter would still have to bear the larger share 
of the burden" of development. 


"The sacrifices we would have to make - even two per cent of our national in- 
come and of our individual efforts - in order to facilitate the development 
of low-income countries would be small in comparison with the results to be 
obtained", he said. Two per cent is less than the ccs rise in the stan- 
dard of living in many developed countries. 


"The churches have every right, and even the moral obligation, to require that 
more be done to assist the developing countries, indeed, that assistance be 
doubled", he added. 


Hand in hand with this increased aid should go a readiness. to "relinquish 
some of our extreme nationalism, and a willingness to accept supra-national 
rulings in some essential points of finance, trade, and market system". 


Asserting that the churches cannot be neutral, Professor Tinbergen said that 
ethical questions were basic to the distribution of goods and services through-— 
out the world. 


"If we Christians are really to consider mankind as one community, we must be 
fundamentally concerned about the fact that millions of people, through no 
fault of their own, are suffering from extreme poverty, famine, undernourish- 
“ment, illness, lack of education, and perspective", he said. 


"Nationalism has probably been the West's worst enemy, and yet we continue to 


concentrate most of our decision-making power in the hands of national govern— 
ments." 


He also castigated both Western and Communist countries for "a doctrinaire - 
and rigid attitude towards each other's social systems. These are not as 
different as is often claimed", he added. "The best. system is neither ex- ? 
treme free enterprise nor extreme centralisation, but something in between." 


Speaking on family planning, he said that while objections of a moral charac- 
ter were often raised, "these vastly under—estimate the equally important 


moral issues raised by over-populstion. This now'menaces us with hunger, 
poverty, lack of educational facilities and unemployment, adding up to an 
incredible amount of human misery", he said. | EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD JEWISH LEADERS 
ASK FOR RIGHIS IN USSR 


(Geneva) ~ Representatives of ten major Jewish religious and cultural organi- 
sations meeting here have called on the Soviet Union to give its Jewish 
citizens "the opportunity to maintain and develop their distinctive religious 
and cultural entity”. The statement of the World Conference of Jewish 
Organisations was presented to the Soviet Ambassador to Switzerland anda 
copy sent to the Kremlin. 


It pointed out that Hungarian end Rumanian Jews are allowed to carry on ex- 
tensive communal life and fully manifest their religious beliefs. The 
Jewish leaders challenged the Soviet Union to "grant the Jews and other 
observing religious people the Baer he that are already provided in their con- 
stitution", 


It was noted that Hungarian and Rumanian Jews have central religious organi- 
Sations that are allowed to maintain contact with worldwide Jewish organisa-— 
tions, to conduct schools, and to issue publications. EPS, Geneva 


JOINT COM:ITTEE FOR DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN ROMAN CATHOLICS AND METHODISTS 


(Rome) - The authorities of the World Methodist Council and of the Roman 
Catholic Church have agreéd to establish a Joint Committee which will explore 
possible ways to foster common study and action between the two Christian ~ 
communions. 


Announcement of the Committee was Made jointly by the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity and the World Methodist Council. 


The statement said they were "convinced that in this way there can increase 
those truly Christian gains in fellowship and ecumenical understanding en- 
gendered through fraternal contacts over the past years, especially by the 
presence of official Methodist observers at the Second Vatican Council; and 
thus the two communions can pursue together the goal of unity which ike Lone 
Jesus Christ has set for His Church.” 


It said the precise composition of the Joint Committee..and the date of . its 
finst meeting will be determined and announced in the early autumn of 1966, 
: EPS, Geneva. 


LATIN AMERICANBAPTISTS 
PLAN 1969 CRUSADE 
(Cali, Colombia) ~ Plans for a-massive 1969 Crusade of Americas - a cooperat— 


ive evangelistic campaign in North, Central and South America - were made 
here by 100 representatives from Baptist bodies in 25 countries. 


Theme of the crusade will be "Christ the Only Hope". The same theme was 
used by Brazilian Baptists in 1965 :in a national evangelistic campaign from 


which the idea for the more inclusive effort grew, In preparation for the | 
1969 crusade a hemisphere-wide Congress on Evangelism will be held, followed 
by six regional, and numerous national, meetings. EPS, Geneva 
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MORE OWS FOOD SUPPLIES 
FOR INDIAN FAMINE VICTIMS 


(New York) - Plans to secure an unprecedented 98,287,000 pounds of food for 
distribution to famine victims in India during the next 12 months are being 
‘made by Church World Service in response to requests from its representative 
in India. CWS is the overseas relief and rehabilitation programme of the 
National Council of Churches (USA). 


A total of 67,567 pre-school children and expectant and nursing mothers = 
"those most vulnerable to famine" - will be fed as well as 149,333 children 
in school lunch programmes, and 56,567 through school hostels. Aid to 
institutions will benefit 72,718 persons, Feeding stations will reach an 
estimated 25,099. 


A new programme category in India and one espected to increase in importance 
is village improvement food for work projects, which will aid more than 16,000 
members of families. Food will be provided for 22,300 refugees, and for 
12,475 persons who are ill. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIANS STRONG IN BURMA, 
SAYS EXPELLED MISSIONARY 


(St. Paul, Minn.) - The expulsion of foreign missionaries from Burma will not 
end Christian work there, according to the Rev. Herman Tegenfeldt, an American 
Baptist who spent 25 years there. Mr. Tegenfeldt, one of the last two 
Protestant missionaries to leave Burma, said the Burma Christian community 

of 600,000 is strong enough to carry on by itself. ; 


He said the Burmese government gave no reason for its expulsion order, but 
that he felt it was part of the desire of the Burmese "to stand on their own 
feet completely". Burmese Baptists have had responsibility for denomina~ - 
tional work in Burma since 1958, he reported. EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP PIKE REFUSES 
LICENSE TO MR. TIRRELL 


(Edinburgh, Scotland) - Permission to administer the sacraments in St. Giles! 
Presbyterian Cathedral here has been refused to a young American Episcopalian 
priest by his bishop, Dr. James Pike of California. The priest, the Rev. 
John Tirrell, is presently a junior assistant at St. Giles' but has applied 
for a senior assistantship, which would have conferred this authority. 
Edinburgh Presbytery of the Church of Scotland had ruled that Mr. Tirrell 
should apply to his own church authorities for the final ruling. 


Explaining that he was unable to grant permission, Bishop Pike stated: 

"Due to the complexities, differing from country to country, inherent in the 
long-standing character of our tragic: separations, one of the factors which 
has to enter into such decisions is the matter of reciprocity. The fact is 
that this proposed experiment, worthy in intention, is unilateral." 


The bishop's decision was announced from the pulpit of St. Giles! together 
with a statement. that the kirk session regretted the decision but hoped that 
Mr. Tirrell would continue his ministry as long as he wished. EPS, Geneva 
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FREEDOM STRUGGLUS LINKED, SAYS 
U.S. CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER PAYTON 


(Geneva, July 17) - The centrality of the U.S. freedom struggle in the quest 
for world justice and peace was stressed by an American Negro civil rights 
leader here. 


Addressing 1,500 people in Geneva's ice skating stadium at a public meeting 

arranged by the churches of Geneva in co-operation with the Federation of 

Protestant Churches of Switzerland, the Rev. Benjamin Payton, executive 

director of the Commission on Religion and Race of the National Council of 

Churches (USA), said that there could be disastrous consequences for world 
‘ peace if the U.S. failed to resolve the civil rights issue. 


The nation was unable to address itself to the current freedom struggle 
because it was diverting the economic resources needed to the Vietnam war. 


"People across the world are threatened by my country", he declared, "Too 
many people have become enamoured of a fight against abstract communism; 

too few realise we do not prevent communism by war, for it is communism that 
arises from despair and poverty. 


"Unless Europe can help us turn this great nation of the U.S. from its 
paranoid fears to the real problems of the world, we are lost, for this is a 
tremendous power that the U.S. has in its hands," 


The Chicago riots were the result of "not putting money where it is needed". 
At the present time both Europe and the U.S. were operating on a soale of 
economic priorities "that cuts the heart out of the possibility of. freedom 
-in the world", he said. 


Mr. Payton described the civil rights struggle as "but one part of the quest 
for freedom that has developed through the world, in the U.S., in Latin 
America, Africa and Asia. 


"TIT do not believe the U.S. will fail to resolve this struggle, but the 
question remains: what sort of freedom will be won and how long will it 
take to come?" 


It was faith that allowed a man to be free from earthly structures and 

from false doctrines of racialism and injustice, he continued. Therefore, 
Christians must "wage war on the frontiers of peace, turning instruments of 
destruction into the tools of peace", 


Mr. Payton, a Baptist, who was formerly director of the Office of Church and 
Race in the Protestant Council of the City of New York, was speaking in place 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who was to have addressed this meeting, 
arranged in conjunction with the World Conference on Church and Society now 
meeting here. 


He said the concept of "black power" would be resisted by the vast majority 

of American Negroes if it stood for racial domination and separatism. It 
would be accepted to the extent that it represented "a normal sense of pride 
in oneself, of pride in a black skin and kinky hair, of a common community of | 
interest with other Negroes who want to participate fully in the structures 

of power", — ‘ 


Whether concern for justice in America today resulted in a true reconciliation 
of the races would depend on Christians. "If we continue to subvert justice 
by placing love in opposition to power, we ignore the need for power among 


' the disinherited", he said. 
(more) 
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"T+ is not only white men who are properly concerned with power. ALL men 
require power to advance their own interests and tne interests of others. 
Christians are opposed to the lust for power, to its misuse and abuse, not 
to power itself.” 


The U.S. freedom struggle would benefit the entire world if Christians 
penetrated it "in order to make it more potent; not to make it more moder» 
AGE. It is the potency of the Christian faith than can awake men to the 
real possibilities of persons and communities." EPS, Geneva 


"RULES OF GAME" FOR NEW MARKET SYSTEM 
SUGGESTED BY ECONOMIST FROM INDIA 


(Geneva, July 19) - Dr. Christopher T. Kurien, professor and head of the 
Department of Economics at Madras Christian College, said here today that 
the developing nations hope to achieve a new market system which has "rapid 
economic development with justice all over the world", 


Most of the emerging nations feel they have the resources to achieve this 
system, but do not know the rules of the game. There is no point in using 
old rules to play a new game, he told the World Conference on Church and 
Society. 


Mercantilism and its successor free trade have failed as the two major 
systems of international relationships, he said, "and perhaps we are too 
close to whe event to realise that what we are attempting is a third system". 


This system would involve a "deliberate transfer of resources from the ~ 

richer to the poorer nations", he said. "If this is what we are attempting, 
then certainly the giving and the receiving countries must do something about — 
it." 


Dr. Kurien stressed the need for long and short term planning by under-— 
developed countries if they are to receive and properly utilize resources 
from developed nations. 


He called on the giving countries to accept international aid "as something 
we are going to live with a long time". He asked them to plan for it and 
let the underdeveloped lands know in advance what they might expect. It 

is a pity to see our finance ministers going from capital to capital to find 
out what the developed countries are going to give them, he saide 


In addition, he urged the giving nations to pass on the "know-how", along. 


with the machinery they already are prepared to give, or true dave lesan 
will not take place. 


Assistance will. be "self-defeating" unless the aunt aS wey not only 
give, but receive as well, Dr. Kurien pointed out. "Developing countries 
will receive aid and ieraineces Developed nations will need to buy some of 


these products at a fair rate, otherwise they defeat their own aid objectives", 
he said. 


. 
"Some changes will need to come about in some of your own economies", he 
told the participants from 80 nations. "What are you going to give and take? 
Think in terms of real resources. There is no point in giving what under- ; 
developed countries don't need and can't -use", he emphasised. 


Dr. Kurien stressed the importance of developed nations cooperating with 
each other to avoid balance of pede problems. 


tuahets 
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He closed by asking those from both underdeveloped and developed countries 
if these were the rules of the game and if so, did they want to play this 
demanding game, Not playing the game would be "better than paying. lip- 
service to a system without accepting the logic of the rules of the system", 


The need for developing nations to collaborate in bargaining on matters of 
international trade and finance were stressed by a French economist, Prof. 
Gilbert Blardone, Roman: Catholic, of Lyon. 


Professor Blardone said that one of the greatest hindrances to development 
was "the inequality in bergaining power at a world level", where "the 

great industrial concerns and nations are able to dominate the discussions". 
The developing world lacked the strength and cohesion to make its point of 
view felt. 


As a result, the purchase of raw materials in developing countries fluctuated 
greatly, making it impossible for these nations to realise their own develop 
ment programmes. There was an urgent need for them to diversify so that 
their trade was not based on a limited range of products. 


He advocated the development of "counterweight" national groupings which 
could control the exit of men, finance, and capital from developing countries, 
dnorease their bargaining power and provide regional capital pools which 
could release developing countries from excessive burdens of interest on 
development finance. 


Interpreting the response of some American businessmen to suggestions that 
have been made in the conference sessions, Professor Roy Blough, professor 
of. International Business, Columbia University, New York, said many speakers 
over-generalised the greatly varied problems of the developing nations. 


"Their problems can not be treated as a whole for each nation faces different 
problems that must be dealt with in different ways", he said. 


Listing other possible American business reactions, he also suggested they 
would ask: Does it make sense to close a textile mill in a poor area of 
Mississippi to make room for unrestrained population growth in another 
country? Why should the U.S. taxpayers, who include deprived minorities, 
pay more to make some rich businessmen in under-developed countries richer? 
If the developing countries need help why are they often hostile to the. entry 
and development of private concerns? Don't developing countries sometimes 
fail to realise their need to make better use of their own resources? 


The creation of a world treasury with power to collect financial means for 
current development expenditures was advocated by Professor Jan Tinbergen, 
professor of development planning, director of the Netherlands Economic 
Institute, and chairman of the Council of the U.N. Research Institute for 
Social Development. 


"It is the common interest of all countries that a forceful world development 
policy be established", he said. 


However, "it is misleading to suggest that efficiency is guaranteed only 
by private ownership" or that "public ownership of all the means of production 
is the aim of a good social policy". Both had important contributions to 
make to development, EPS», Geneva 
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MARGARET MEAD URGES CHURCH 

TO GAIN AND APPLY KNOWLEDGE 

(Geneva, July 20) — Anthropologist Dr. Margaret Mead, New York, told the 
World Conference on Church and Society here today that it is the task of the 
churches "to know with precision and passion what is known" to help build 

a world in which people of each nation are the keepers of every other nation. 


In particular, the world famous anthropologist said, "we need immediately 
to support the application of all existing knowledge to: 


- The cause of world order, international law, and world-wide 
institutions. 


~ The establishment of food banks around the world to guard against 
famine. 


~ Application of known methods and continued research on methods of 
conception control to bring the population of the carth into balance. 


—- Interim measures to bridge the gap between the richest and poorest 
countries. 


- The equalisation of opportunity for racially and socially deprived 
people within all nations. 


- Purposeful controlled planning of growing cities, 


- Opportunities for youth to participate responsibly in the modern 
world. 


Dr. Mead, curator of ethnology at the American Museum of Natural History, 
New York, said the conference would fail if it becomes “only a sounding 
board for expression of dire need by peoples caught at different periods in 
the worldwide changes that are going on, and a reciprocal. and sentimental 
expression of sympathy from those who watch political revolutions from 
armchairs beside comfortable fires. 


"We need to go out of these meetings newly fired with a sense of what needs 
to be done in the world, ready to search for an understanding of how to do 
it", she said, 


Zeal without knowledge has become a sin, she warned. The Christian Church 
today is in grievous danger of committing "the sin of ignorance where know- f 
ledge is available, of failing to seek more knowledge now that we have the } 
means of seeking it, of failing to believe that the truth will make us free". i 


One task of the Church, that of stewardship, is as it has always been to & 
"cherish and protect the lives cf men and: the life of the world. 


"Today, it is possible to do this as never before, and it is possible to 


fail altogether, not just for a decade or century, but for all life on this 
earth forever. 


"The scope of responsibility has broadened to include a world of billions, p 
a physical world which we have the power to devastate and render uninhabitable, 


and moral and ethical problems of personal life of new and terrible propor- 
tions. reste 


"If we cringe before these immense new powers of man, if we escape into our 
own churches and chapels and comfort ourselves with out own private faith, we | 
will have indeed betrayed the Lord who said: Feed my lambs," 


(more) 


— 
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In the past, she said, the/Christian could pray for peace, die at the stake 

for his beliefs, sell all his goods and give to the poor. "With sush acts 

earlier Christians built a climate of opinion in which today we can organise 
for peace, create a world of law in which men are free to think and choose, 

and work towards the knowledge of how to feed all the hungry. 


"The churches must be shaken loose from their imprisonment with the archaic 
forms of vanishing society and establish new forms of face to face comnunity, 
within which children can be reared in an experience of faith, and men may 
learn neighbourliness-in the world close to them, so that their imaginations 
can extend it to the four corners of the earth." 


New forms and new kinds of association are needed in which men and women of 
every calling "can strengthen each other against the temptations that the new 
knowledge can give" to use power "both of natural science and of the sciences 
of human behaviour, irresponsibly untempered by. humility", 


The discipline of new structures with which to exercise the new knowledge is 
needed, "given freedom and individuality with the Christian faith in an open- 
ended secular society. 


"With knowledge and no faith, we may well see a world destroyed. With faith 
and no knowledge, we may still see a world destroyed. With faith and know~ 
ledge bound together, we can hope to cherish and protect the lives of men and 
Of the world."  - EPS, Geneva 


LWF UNABLE TO HAVE 
ASSEMBLY IN BAST GERMANY 


(Geneva) - In a statement release on Tuesday (July 19) simultaneously in 
Geneva and Belgrade, Yugoslavia, the Executive Committee of the Lutheran 
World Federation announced that it had "learned with considerable regret 
that, contrary to previous. commitments, the Fifth Assembly of the LWF cannot 
be held in Weimar in 1969. 


The announcement saids 


"The secretary for church affairs of the German Democratic Republic (DDR) , 
Hans Seigewasser, advised the LWF in a letter that the DDR does not consider 
that it 'would serve a useful purpose! to hold the Assembly in Weimar in 


1969. 


"The LWF regrets the decision of the DDR government the more because it had 
been our hope that the holding of the Assembly in Weimar would make a con- 
tribution to an easing of tension and a better understanding between nations 
and people. 


"Last March the Federation had announced that it would hold its next Assembly 
in Weimar in 1969 on the basis of an invitation of the German member churches 
and assurances that had been received from the DDR government." 


The Executive Committee of the LWF, which unites 72 member churches in some 
forty countries on all the continents, announced it is taking steps to de- 
termine another meeting place. EPS, Geneva 


Woi: 23 - 2ist July, 1966 | LA * 


Ncc IN USA APPOINTS 
JESUIT TO STAFF 


(New York) - A Roman Catholic priest has been. appointed to a staff position 
with the National Council of Churches for the first time in the history of 
the Protestant and Orthodox organisation. 


Father David J. Bowman, S.J., will become assistant director in the Council's 
Department of Faith and Order on September Ge 


The Jesuit priest, a well-known ecumenist now teaching theology at Loyola 
University in Chicago, will join the staff as "an ecumenical worker with © 
Protestants, Anglicans, Bastern Orthodox, and Roman Catholics alike", said the’ 
Rev. William A. Norgren, executive director of the Faith and Order Department. 


He said Father Bowman's duties will include lecturing, writing, conducting 

study projects in the area of faith and order, and counselling groups on 

ecumenical activity and dialogue. He also will be sgoweditor with Mr. 

Norgren of "Faith and Order Trends", a quarterly publication of the Department. 
EPS, Geneva 


STUDY OF ALL RELIGIONS 
URGED IN INDIAN SCHOOLS 


(New Delhi) - A top-level government commission has called for "a tolerant 
study of all religions" in India's future educational set—up. 


The commission, named by the central government two years ago to recommend a 
national pattern of education for India, also declared in a 500,000-word report 
released here that organised attempts should be made to impart moral instruction. 


Calling for a "drastic reconstruction, almost a revolution" in the present 
educational system to make it "science-based and in coherence with Indian 

culture and values", the commission asked central and state governments to 
introduce instruction in "moral and spiritual values". BPS, Geneva 


NEGRO METHODISTS EMPHASISE 
OPEN HOUSING, OPPORTUNITY 


(Detroit) - Negro Methodist laymen from five states and Canada meeting here, 
declared that open housing and equal job opportunities are the key issues in 
the civil rights movement. 


A&A resoluticn adopted by laymen of the African Methodist leone Church's 
Fourth District, asserted that "no human dignity can be achieved until 
families can live well by their own effort" and declared that progress "for 
improving the status of the Negro family and other socially deprived families" 
has been "agonisingly slow". EPS; Geneva 
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JESUIT FINDS PROTESTANT SACRAMENTS 
MEET ALL REQUIREMENTS | 


(Pittsburgh, Pa. ) - Sacraments in Protestant churches may perhaps fulfil the 
requirements set by the Roman Catholic Church for "true" sacraments, according 
to a Dutch Jesuit writing in the Journal of Hcumenical Studies. 


Father Prans Josef van Beeck argues that the Catholic Church will recognise 
an act of worship as a true sacrament if it meets three requirements: it must 
be celebrated in a church in good faith, be of sound doctrine, and be admini- 
stered by a competent minister. He sees the possibility of all these require 
ments existing outside the Roman Catholic Church. Father van Beeck is direc- 
page of Anctaee ett of te Dutch Jesuit. Provinces » EPS, feneva 
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GAP IN CHURCHES! THINKING 
REVEALED BY CONFERENCE 


(Geneva, July 19) ~ The gap between the thinking of the churches of the 

developing nations and those of the West had been revealed in the World 

Conference on Church and Society, the conference's organizing secretary said 
. today. 


The Rev. Paul Abrecht, speaking to a press conference here about the progress 
of the conference to date, said many participants from Western countries had 
been shocked at the challenge to Western ideologies and structures made by 
speakers from the developing world. 


"The churches of the West have been ignorant, even complacent, about this 
gap", the World Council of Churches staff member said. "Now the illusions 
have been swept away; there has been plain speaking; we are moving to a 
more constructive stage." 


The World Conference on Church and Society is the first international ecu- 

" menical meeting in nearly 30 years to study the Church!s role in relation to 
world social issues. Its 410 participants include politicians, economists, 
businessmen, sociologists, educators, church leaders and theologians from 
some 80 countries. About half are laymen. It started on July 12 and ends 
guLy..26% 


Mr. Abrecht said more than half those attending had never previously attended 
a world conference or international ecumenical meeting. For this reason. 
alone, the impact of the conference should be very great. 


The conference chairman, Mr. M.M. Thomas, of Bangalore, India, said the 
conference was facing the question: "What is the implication of love in 
terms of structures? 


"We are not here to say that we should love one another. I hope we would 
not need a mecting to say that. We are here to find what structures are 
needed to express love of our neighbour in the world today; what sort of 
economic and political structures are needed, both nationally and interna» 
tionally." 


In the first days of the conference the developing nations! participants had 
justified their nationalism and strongly criticised the West, but Western 
participants "have not been hitting back". This would not long continue, he 
thought. 


Mr. Abrecht named the confrontation between the points of view of Western 
and developing nations as one of the conference!s real achievements so far. 


Out of it the churches could learn to be more modest about the possibility 
of their actions and words. Theycould, however, “help to bring about a: 
friendlier atmosphere and real dialogue" between the developing and the 
industrialised worlds and "perhaps direct particular attention to some of the 
more important questions". 


It was inevitable that most participants saw the issues from their national 
perspectives. In the conference these perspectives were being held up for 
self-examination and to the criticisms of a wider group. EPS, Geneva 


on 
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DESPAIR IN WAKE OF wORLD COURT 
DECISION REPORTED BY ADEGBOLA 


(Geneva, July 20) - Tears of despair are welling up around the world because 
of the shock dealt by the decision of the World Court at fhe Hague not to \ 

deal with the issue of apartheid in Southwest Africa, a speaker at the World 
Conference on Church and Society said here. 


The Rev. Adeolu Adegbola, Ibadan,. Nigeria, said that such "legal cobnl eke 
could cause a loss of faith and create new communities of ‘despair. "Pox 
how long can we rest satisfied with a concept of abstract law not based on 
deep moral conviction?", the principal of Immanuel Theological College asked. 


After the case had dragged on for six years, he said, the World Court ex- 
pressed reluctance to "involve the law in what is considered to be an inflam— 
matory social situation". 


Mr. Adegbola, a prominent African Christian leader, commented following a 
speech on new forms of community in pluralistic society by Dr. Margaret 
Mead. (See page 12.) He said the World Court avoidance of the apartheid 
issue is an illustration of the danger that new communities of "despair, 
frustration, and despération" may come into being. . 


If World War III comes about, it will not necessarily come because of the 
possession of stores of nuclear weapons but because "men have lost faith in 
one another". 


Dr.» Mead had urged that new scientific knowledge now available be used to 
help build a world in which people of each nation are responsible for those 
of other nations. "No country can effectively protect itself", she declared. 
Hach can only work effectively to protect all. ; 


Another speaker, Dr. Orlando Fals—Borda, dean of the School of Sociology of 
the National University of aban pid proposed a new "future oriented" kind 

of research in which social scientists would deal not only with the present 
but values and goals. Such "profound and imaginative studies" should pro- 
vide blueprints for change that would facilitate the achievement of valued 

goals. 


"A great deal would be gained if there were powerful organisations, national 
and worldwide in scope, ready to defend justly rebellious young men and women 
in universities and other circles who otherwise would be .persecuted, elimin~ 
ated, or co-opted by dominant groups that do not deserve to survive." 


Modern counter-élites as a rule are intellectual rebels alert and sensitive 
to "the moral inconsistencies of their present social order", Dr. Fals-—Borda 
said. On-going societies are set up to "frustrate and warp" this kind of 
social deviance. They should be supported, he felt, by institutions wanting 
to promote change in the same direction. "Such support is needed to main- 
tain the revolutionary ideal and fervour in the younger and. adult generations 
of counter-élites until they themselves become the guides of the new society 
towards which they honestly aspire." EPS, Geneva 
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CONFERENCE EXAMINES 
GOVERNMENT ROLE 


(Geneva, July 19) - To harness the "revolutionary stream" of the developing 
nations so that "the train of revolution can move toward concrete aims” 
should be their concern, participants in the World Conference on Church and 
Society were told by General T. B. Simatupang, a president of the Indonesian 
Council of Churches and former Indonesian army deputy chief of staff. 


"The new confidence, hope, vision, and dynamic of the developing nations must. 
must not be romanticised", he warned, "It must te more’ than revolutionary 
fervour, revolutionary steam. 


"The problem is not to ignore or ridicule this revolutionary steam, but to 
channel its energy so that the train of the.revolution can move toward 
concrete aims." 


Speaking on the increasing role of government.and responsible participation 
in political life, Mr. Simatupang said, "I think the Christians must be in 
the revolution as people who, while having ax open eye for its pretensions, 
at the same time take its promises and:hope more seriously than anyone else, 
infusing a greater sense of realism and responsibility into the thinking of 
the revolution". 


The developing nations faced a "double leap", he said, "a leap from depend— 
ence to independence and a leap from a post-colonial situation toward a devel-- 
oped, modern society". 


He said Indonesian experience, where independence had been recognised only 
after the failure of military efforts to undo it, "brought people to a reali- 
stic understanding, sometimes bordering on cynicism, of the tenacity of vested 
interests", 


Change was accepted only in the face of overwhelming pressure. "The social 
motivation, discipline, and sacrifice of the people concerned" woulc play a 
determing part in "the leap toward a fully developed modern society". 


"The churches throughout the world, stronger in the industrial West and 
weaker in the developing non-Western countrics, face the common responsibility 
of supporting the forces that are at work to make an end to the untenable 
division of mankind into an affluent minority and a starving backward majority. 


"They must, at the same time, serve as agents for conciliation between the 
new and older states, working to overcome both resentment and a sense of 
superiority, and beginning with the Household of God." 


M. Jean Rey, former Belgian Minister of Finance and a member of the European 
Economic Commission, Brussels, speaking at the same session declared that 
the growth of supra-national political and economic organizations increased 
rather than diminished the responsibility of the individual. 


M. Rey said that many felt the responsibility and freedom of the individual 
was in danger of being crushed. The role and power of the State was in- 
creasing while, at the same time, the State was handing over some of its 
powers to even larger organizations. 


He claimed that "the individual today plays a more decisive role in the 
structures of society" than had previously been possible. He also noted 
that, in Western nations, "political and national destiny is, on the whole 
determined by ideological choices, not class, or individual interests". 


(more) 
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"When politics takeson continental forms, as it has it has done in Europe 
recently, individual PERRO DS Rea e td grows" problems that seemed too great 
or too complex for individual countries became capable of solution and the 
worthwhile concern of people theoughott the region. 


Asserting that "it is ideas, more than interests or emotions that rule the 
world", M. Rey said the concept of European integration has developed before 
its economic and political implications were recognised. 


Speaking on the implications of the European Economic Community for develop- 
ing countries, he said that "customs union is not, in itself, a selution to 
under=development". In Latin America, for example, it could be wrong for 
the countries to go beyond the point of free trade areas, It is not only 
the participating countries which benefited from the European community. 

The U.K., which had no tariff agreements with the community, had been one of 
its greatest beneficiaries during the last 12 months. 


"We now have the chance, after centuries of living as nations, to live at 

the level of continents", M. Rey said. "Full unity is still far away for 
Europe, but the force for unity today is indeed stronger than any divisive 
force." EPS, Geneva 


DR. KING'S EXAMPLE PRAISED 
-BY WCC CONFERENCE LEADERS 


(Geneva, July 19) ~ The eight presidents and other officials of the World 
Conference on Church and Society in session here have written Dr. Martin 
_Luther King, Jr., that his "deeds and words" have shown all Christians every- 
where that their place is "in the midst of conflict and crisis". 


Dr. King's scheduled visit to Geneva last weekend was cancelled because of 
the Chicago race riots, The sermon he, was to have delivered in person in 
Geneva's St. Pierre Cathedral was taped in Chicago the preceding day and 
broadcast over the cathedral's loudspeaker system. But the pulpit was 
empty. 


‘The conference presidents! letter said that "the empty pulpit in the cathedral 
ee#ewas a Vivid Word of the Lord, reminding us all that the needs of the world 
must take priority over the meetings of the churches. We deeply respect 

your decision to remain in the midst of the conflict, though we regret your | 
absence and the tragedy that necessitated it.” 


The letter follows in part: 


"May the injustices in every land lay claim on Christians to cast their lot 
with any form of suffering and need, flinching no longer from antagonism and 
violence that comes when we join in the struggle for human values. . 


From your deeds and words this week we have been: reminded again of Jesus! 

own description of His ministry: ‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me because 
He has sent me to preach the Gospel to the poor, to preach deliverance to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those that 
are PRE heer ad and to proclaim the year when men may find acceptance with the 
Lord. ! (Luke 4:18-19. ) May these words again become the mandate of all 


our churches. In response to your sermon, may the Ran S AS of our midnights 
find us eager to respond. 


We are deeply troubled by the racial conflicts-in your country which have. 
created such unrest. 4s we here wrestle on a global scale with the task of 
Christians in « revolutionary age, with the tensions between black and whitey, 


| . (more). : 
mr, ie i ; 
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between rich and poor, between Hast and West, between developing and developed 
nations, we earnestly pray that in the United States the challenge to fulfil 
the pledges of human rights and dignity may be met. Your racial strife and 
your people in poverty affect the whole world. We are eager to learn from 
the work of the civil rights movement in Chicago, for many countries are 
struggling with similar problems. May you have success in the present fight 
for adequate housing and economic opportunity for all minority groups in 
Chicago. Will you convey to all your co-workers our feeling of solidarity 
with them and our awareness,;of the pressures under which they work. 


Thus we shall continue to pray throughout this conference and afterwards for 
our Christian brothers in the United States, both black and white, that you 
May find the way to fulfil your ideals of freedom, equality, and opportunity." 


The eight conference presidents come from the USSR, the UK, the USA, 
Argentina, France, Lebanon, Japan, and South Africa. The letter was also’ 
Signed by the two conference officers and by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC 
general secretary, and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary-elect. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Swiss Government has forbidden the World Peace Council to organise any 
future meetings on Swiss territory. The decision was made after the Council, 
which is predominantly Communist in its orientation, had made attacks on 
foreign governments at its annual meeting held in Geneva in June. Cantonal 
authorities had authorised the meeting on the explicit understanding that 
such attacks would not take place. 


* * * 


Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican's Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, will-participate in an interconfessional, international 
conference: to be held at the Taizé Community in France from September 2-ds 
More than 1,000 young people are cxpected to attend the conference, sponsored 
by the Protestant brotherhood community. 


* * * 


The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has officially | 
adopted both "open communion" and "ecumenical communion". Following four 
years of study, the synod agreed not only to invite members of other con- 
fessions to participate in the Lord's Supper, but also to stand ready to 
organise ecumenical services» with other Protestant churches, 


¥- * x 


Christians from 16 countries in Asia, Africa, and the Americas attended an 
international consultation at Zagorsk, USSR, sponspored by the Christian 
Peace Conference, to discuss "Hconomic Aid to Developing Countries". A 
statement issued: at’ the close of the consultation called on all Christian 
churches to increase: their efforts to bring about peace in Vietnam on the 
basis of the 1954 Geneva agreement. 


x *% x 
The Church of St. Peter in Riga, Latvia, which dates from the 13th century 
and was partly destroyed during World War II, is to be restored in’ its 
original form in accordance with the plans and documents available. However, 
it will not be used for religious purposes; it will house the "museum of 
architecture end reconstruction" of Riga. 


* * * 
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A special fund-raising campaign among churches of the Baptist Union of Norway 
has raised about 250,000 Kroner ($3, 500) since last January to rebuild the ~— 
union's mission work in the Congo, 


* * * 


Roman Catholic priests and sisters in Kyoto, Japan, are holding dialogues 
with Buddhist monks and nuns in churches and temples, each preceded by a 
period of meditative silence. A-report said their meetings start with 
meditation which is observed.in strict silence for 15 to 20 minutes, followed 
by a discussion break in which Zen, Buddhism, Christianity, and the purpose 
of meditatior are the topics. 


% * * 


The Church of England has announced it will appoint a special clergy re- 
cruitment officer charged with the duties of trying’ to arrest the present 
decline in candidates for ordination. 


* * * 


Delegates to the Philippine Annual Conference of The Methodist Church have 
voted. overwhelmingly for an "affiliated autonomous structure" within world- 
wide Methodist to replace the present status as a Central Conference of The 
Methodist Church of the United States. 


* * * 


The Christian Welfare Association of Chittagong, Hast Pakistan, which was 
founded tarly in 1965 with 14 members now has 76 including Roman Catholics, 
Anglicans, and Baptists. Its purpose is the 'fostering of friendly and.social 
unity within the Christian community". The linguistic medium of operation 

is for the most part Bengali. . 


* * * 


The Old Catholic Information Service reports that Patriarch Athenagoras of 
Constantinople has received permission from Emperor Haile Sellassie of 
Ethiopia to build a Coptic monastery on Mount Athos. 


* * * 


Pope Paul VI has appointed Father Jerome Hamer as associate secretary of the 
Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, to assist Titulare 
Bishop Jan Willebrands. ’ 

% * % 


The tiny interconfessional brother community in Missouri, USA, consisting 

of two Roman Catholics and two Episcopalians, has been informed by Cardinal 
‘Ottaviani that in Rome its existence is not considered "opportune at present", 
It has been instructed to dissolve. 


* % * 


CORRECTION: In the story entitled "World Congregationalist, Presbyterian 

| Bodies to Unite" on page 17 of last week's BPS (No. 22), the World Alliance 

of Reformed Churches was incorrectly listed as representing 10 million members, 
The Alliance represents fifty million members in 102 member churches in 68 


countries. EPS regrets the error. EPS, Geneva 
¥ % ¥ 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 

1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 33 34 00 

CABLES ”“OIKOUMENE’ 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U.S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


Published Weekly 


Noe 24/33rd Year 28th July, 1966 


Contents 
Summary of the World Conference on Church and Society: 
"An Impatient World's Challenge to Church". 1... »« » « 52-8 
U.S. churchmen urge no reprisals snl yi Sinead: 2/00 <intede css 9 


Japan's largest Christian denomination calls for halt in 
North Vietnam bombing ° e * e . « « o * + s . iJ ° e ° ° ° 9 


Spanish bishops form secretariat, modify ban on Catholic 
Action i . . . a . . s e e * e 2 . « * * * . . e s Me e e e 10 


? Jewish-Christian solidarity emphasised in Berlin .« «.. +.» lO 


Hungarian, Yugoslav Baptists "enthusiastic, want to 
build" » * . ° . * . . . . *. . . a . * . a ° - * . . . . LO 


Official report on RC-Lutheran talks .. +. « « « Seas 700y eree 
hovances sane "YMCAViworkirenoeted nl isa ineuee oe cad) ole fw,. whvekle Mae 
Liga Brief e 4 s * ° ° e * . ° ° e : . ° e e * . ; s ° e ° . el Lebo 


‘World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 


7 d ices : : : ‘ : sl 
pa a Mam peaeg ae World Student Christian Federation « World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


omen ’s Christian Association + 
¢ aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its tase informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about ne churches and Christian 
aAvementec Tt ic hot resnonsible for opinions e d ini ye ith acknowledgment. 


No. 24 - 28th July, 1966 2 


Summary of the World Conference on Church and Society 
Geneva, July 12-26, 1966 


AN IMPATIENT WORLD'S 
CHALLENGE TO CHURCH 


(Geneva) - This century!s third ecumenical conference on the Church and social 
issues which ended here yesterday could mark the start of a radical re-orien= 
tation of the churches! approach to the modern world. 


For the 410 participants and observers from 70 nations who met here for the 
last 14 days, the 1966 World Conference on Church and Society will be best 
remembered as a disturbing educational experience, perhaps too disturbing for 
some. 


For the World Council of Churches, which sponsored the conference, and for its 
223 member churches, it presents challenges to action in political, techno- 
logical, and scientific fields that thrust the Christian Church into the midst 
of man's most hopeful yet explosive revolutions. 


"An impatient world challenges a complacent Church", is the way some partici- 
pants saw it. The previous ecumenical conferences,on social issues - at 
Stockholm in 1925 and Oxford in 1937 -~ were basically Western in orientation 
and church-directed in their thinking. At least two-thirds of the partici- 
pants in this meeting were laymen from the fields of science, education, 
industry, research. Half had never previously attended an international 
ecumenical meeting. Nearly half came from the developing world: 


In 1937 at Oxford it was basically the Western churches among themselves, 
facing the challenge of National Socialism, the general secretary of the World 
Council of, Churches, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, said after the conference. 


Here there had been a real encounter between: people of nearly every possible 
cultural, political, ideological, and church outlook. "TJ don't think the - 
risks we took in holding this conference, and making possible such a radical 
confrontation, were realized until the meetings were underway", he said. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft named three immediate achievements for the conferences: 


~ The frank encounter of ideologies in which Christians from all parts of 
the world were "able to hold to each other" while expressing very real differ- 
ences and criticisms. 


-~ The "terrific pedagogical experience" for the participants. 


- The production "at certain points" of some "very remarkable documents" 
which could have a profound influence on the churches in the years ahead. 


"If this conference means anything it will lead the churches to concrete action 
in their various countries", the conference chairman, Mr. M.M. Thomas,. of 
Bangalore, India, told the inane session, 
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The Conference Message 


"We Christians cannot escape the call to serious study and dynamic action", the 
conference itself asserted in a 10-point final message. The Church - "a 
relatively small minority participating in the struggle for the future of man 
alongside other religious and secular movements" ~ can contribute ‘to "the 
transformation of the world only as it is itself transformed in contact with 
the world", it said. 


The dynamic world called for new experiments in social organization and for new 
Structures, which ‘may first emerge in the developing nations where the impact 
of social change is most acute. 


"We are committed to working for the transformation of society", the message 


. continued, "In the past we have usually done this through quiet efforts at 
social renewal, working in and through the established institutions according 


to. their rules, 


"Today, a significant number of those who are dedicated to the service of 
Christ and their neighbour, assume a more radical and revolutionary position. 
They do not deny the value of tradition nor of social order, but they are 
searching for a new strategy by which to bring about basic changes in society 
without too much delay." 


Noting that "the tensions between these two positions will have an important 
place in the life of the Christian community for some time to come", it-contin- 
ued, "It is important...to recognize that this radical position has a solid 
foundation in Christian tradition and should have its rightful place in the 
life of the Church and in the on-going discussion of social responsibility". 


The message culminated in "a call to repentance and to the recognition of 
God's judgment upon us" and an urgent appeal for more vigorous and effective 
action "as an expression of our witness to the Gospel in the world in which 
we live". 


Among its calls to the churches for action, the Conference advocated: 


- The urgent. implementation of dialogue between technologists, social and 
political scientists, and church representatives at national and regional 
levels. 


- The developiient within church structures, including the World Council of 
Churches, of “on-going mechanisms" through which churches can find "new ways 
of responding both with faith and intelligence to the scientific and technical 

revolutions of our time". ; 


- More active involvement of churches and Christians in the world's. social 
and economic revolutions, even when this means challenging the structures of 
society itself. 


In recommendations to the World Council of Churches it envisaged the creation 
of a new agency "to facilitate communication with the increasing number of 
international agencies in the scientific and technological field"; . the insti- 
tution of "an informal dialogue with Marxists" aimed at increasing "the possi- 
bilities of cooperation between Christians and non-Christians, irrespective of 
their ideologies, for the furtherance of peace and progress of all mankind"; 
and urgent study of a wide number of theological issues related especially to 
law, revolutionary action, and man's social experience. 


"Theology should, as a part of its basic task of expressing faithfully in our 
time the meaning of God's revelation, continue to re-examine its own formula- 


tions in the light of dialogue with other disciplines of thought, and in the 


light of the new social experience which Christians share with all men", one 
report said. 
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World Economic Patterns 


On world affairs, the Conference strongly affirmed the right of all nations 
to dictate their own economic priorities and to develop their own political 
patterns, thoughiit challenged any assumption that social structures "will 
guarantee justice, apart from a will to justice among the people". 


It declared that if economic development is to take place in the developing 
countries "it will be clear that in some countries a profound revolutionary 
change may have to take place in the structure of property, of income, of 
investment, of expenditures, of education, of the political and administra- 
tive organisation, as well as in the present patterns of international re- 
lations". 


Developing nations may not be able to follow the same path to industrialisa- 
tion as the more developed countries, it noted. The grouping of developing 
nations in regional trade and marketing units was seen as one way of in- 
creasing their bargaining power on the international scene. 


The Conference advocated two per cent of the gross national income as the 
minimum amount industrialised nations should give in aid, but saw the complete 
"restructuring of world economic relations and trade patterns as inevitable 
and imperative". 


The Challenge of Technology 


"Technological progress gives to mankind the possibility of eradicating want 
and misery from the face of the earth", it said. "This requires that growth 
| of power be matched by growth of responsibility. 


"National economic policies have been increasingly geared to growth with 
social justice. The challenge to our times is to extend this Und SF eee 
to the world community. 


NATL nations, particularly those endowed with great economic power, must 
move beyond limited self-interest and see their responsibility in a world 
perspective. The Church must say clearly and unequivocally that there is 
a moral imperative behind international economic co-operation." 


The Conference affirmed that "it is not accidental that modern science appear= 
ed first in a culture informed by the Bible's emphasis on the world as the 
field of man's responsibility. 


"Christians", it said, "trust the universe that God has created and delight 

in exploring its composition and unlocking its possibilities". The revolu- 
tionary element in the present situation was "that man not only has the power" 
to "alter and change his nature and cultural environments and even alter his 
own biological nature", but that he has begun to do so "and must live in the 
constant awareness of his new power''s This was a power to "build and liber- 
‘ate or to enslave and destroy". 


The Conference deplored "ill-founded messianic hopes of what scientific tech 
nology" can do. For this reason the churches are called to "active pvarti- 
cipation and appreciative criticism". But the advent of scientific téchnole 
ogy means that "man can no longer think ethically merely about existing 


optionse. He must use his ethical imagination to make choices in relation 
to conditions that still lie ahead. 


"Our ethical thinking must engage the process of social goal-setting in our 
societies," For example, goal-setting for technology in industrialised 


nations is inadequate "if the needs of developing nations are not taken into 
consideration. 


—- 
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"It would be wrong for every North American child to have an electric tooth- 
brush before every Latin American child has a daily bottle of milk," 


The Conference said Christians everywhere should "strive for allocations of 
money and talent in technical enterprises more concerned with building inter- 
national peace and community and raising the living standards of the poor of 
all lands. 


"We are saddened", it said, “by the fact that such a grotesquely large portion 
of scientific and technical effort in many of our countries goes into military 
expenditure". 


Scientific technology also raised the question of popular participation in 
decision-making. "Every man, not just a few, is called by God to participate 
in the planning and governing of society...when decisions are made by self- 
contained élites they suffer from lack of feedback and eventually go astray." 


Violence and Revolution 


For many the Conference's study of the violence and non-violence was of 
special concern. It allowed of the possibility of Christians using violence 
as an “ultimate recourse", 


The Christian's participation in political life involves "the challenging 
of all unjust. systems and opposition to all vested interests which oppress 
men", it said. 


Today, the question often emerged whether the violence which sheds blood in 
planned revolutions may not be less evil than the violence which, though 
bloodless, condemns whole populations to perennial despair. 


Whenever violence is used, "it is to be seen as the ultimate recourse", 
justified only in extreme situations. "The use of violence requires a 
rigorous definition of the ends to which it is used, a clear recognition of 
the evils which are inherent in it and should always be tempered with mercy." 


It is the first duty of governments and their officials to prevent nuclear 
war, the conference declared. "Mutual nuclear suicide can never establish 
justice because it destroys all that one wants to defend or to achieve... 
Nuclear war is against God's will and the greatest of evils." 


Vietnam 


It was in this context that the conference turned its attention to the Vietnam 
conflict, urging that "all hostilities and military activity should be stopped 
and conditions created for peaceful settlement" either through the U.N., 
recourse to the 1954 Geneva Conference, or by means of other international 
agenciés,. / 


The absence of China from the U.N. was deplored and the view expressed that 
disarmament negotiations cannot be satisfactory unless she participateése. 


The importance of the tensions between racial and ethnic groups which "have 
become an acute power struggle" made it more important than ever that the 
churches should be aware of the political and economic aspects of these 
tensions, the conference said. 


It deplored the Rhodesian situation, recommending that the entire situation 
be referred to the United Nations "since to date the British Government by 
itself has failed to bring about a just solution". 


It noted that the "escalating war in Vietnam aggravates ill-feelings between 
races arising from the fact that Americans and others of non-Asian stock are 
fighting with Asians and against Asians in an Asian country". 
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Relations Between the Sexes 


It was recommended that the WCC and its member churches "study carefully the. 
influence of changing social patterns on sexual relationships and expressions 
in today's world, and formulate a Christian attitude to the new problems which 
have arisen". 


The churches see in Biblical teaching the sanctity of monogamous marriage, 
it said. "But we have to face the fact that pre-marital and extra-marital 
intercourse are not uncommon in any country. 


"The new sexual freedom is brought about by the availability of contraceptive 
technique, urban anonymity, prolonged education in the technical, industrial 
society. The consequences of such conditions and arguments bring serious 
personal conflict, particularly to the younger generation." 


THE CONFERENCE REPORTS 
Other issues on which the conference spoke in its reports include:- . 
Christians in Political Life 


The Christian seeks "to serve the welfare of his fellowmen, and thus his _ 
participation (in political life) is seen as a valid form of ministry. He 
seeks a responsible society in which there is a genuine respect for persons, 
freedom, peace and justice for all, and a due restraint of power. 


"He does not enter political life with an egoistic ambition for power, but 
he recognises that politics involves the exercise of power." 


He should "seek a place within the party which seems, to him, to offer the 
greatest promise of realising a responsible society", but enter that party 
"without pretensions to superior wisdom because of his Christian faith... 
with the spirit of service, making his talents available for the betterment 
of his nation and mankind". 


The Power of the State 


"No state has exercised, could exercise, or has any right to aspire to exer-— 
cise all power in society. Christians and their fellow men may honour. and 
respect the state, but they cannot give it the ultimate allegiance that is due 
to God alone. 


| 


"As Christians we regard all institutions as tentative and subject to revision: 
for the sake of serving the good of man, and therefore we must help to ensure 
that states be open to the future and must include the mechanisms that make 
change possible." 


The Law 


"Law tends to be static and conserving... When law is merely conservative and 
rigid, it may become a detonator of explosive revolution... There is a danger 
of regarding a mere reference to human rights in international instruments 
and national constitutions as a substitute for effective guarantees of basic 
human rights and freedom, 


"When for generations peasants have been exploited by great landowners, may 
Christians eppeal to the established conventional laws of property?" 


Nationalism. 


While acknowledging "the velidity of national loyalty insofar as it is an 
instrument of freedom from external domination, an expression of common pur-_ 
pose and historical identity", the Conference rejected "any idolatry of the ~ 
nition and any loyalty that demands dominion over other peoples or destroys 


the realised and potential unity of mankind", ; “A 


0 nt 


a aes oct iat 
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New nations "must discover, each in its own situation, the best way to 
achieve political unity. ,The political party systems based on the patterns 
in Europe and other places are not necessarily good for the new nations." 


Theology and Social Ethics 


The Christian knows by faith that no structure of society, "no system of 
human power and security" is perfectly just. "Every system falls under the 
judgement of God insofar as it is unable to reform itself in response -to the 
call for justice of those who are under its power... There are only relative, 
secular structures subject to constant revision in the light of new human 
needeee Revolutions are under judgement when they make their causes absolute 
and promise final salvation," 


The relation of Christian hope "for the renewal of all things in the coming 

of Christ needs to be continually related, in solidarity with men of political 
action, to the goals, ambitions and fears of nations and of international 
order". 


Economic Systems 


"There is no kind of economic system within which the Christian Church has 

not been found. On the whole, Christians tend to support the kind of society 
in which they live" and often argue that "only one economic system is 
Christian". 


Christians should be "critical participants in the societies in which they 
find themselves". 


The Gap Between Rich and Poor Nations 


"We have become increasingly aware of the slight of the developing nations. 
who comprise more than two-thirds of the world's population, but have access 
to only one-fourth of its resources." The churches are called to "evolve 
effective instruments to educate public opinion, mobilise resources, and 
strengthen efforts by secular, governmental, and international bodies" to 
meet "this crucial challenge". 


International Organisations 


"The churches should be under no illusions with regard.to the state of the 
world. There is no world government and, for the time being, we do not 
foresee it... The United Nations is the best structure now available through 
which to pursue the goals of international peace and justice. Like all 
institutions it is not sacrosanct, and many changes in its charter are neces-— 
sary to meet the needs of the world today. 


"Nevertheless, we call on the churches of the world to defend it against all 
attacks which would weaken or destroy it, and to seek out and advocate ways 
in which it can be transformed into an instrument fully capable of ensuring 
peace and guaranteeing justice on a world-wide scale." “ 


Youth 


"Probably for the first time in history we witness the development of a 
younger generation which, because of the rapidity of change and the impact 

of education, knows more than its elders. Youth senses this and it alters 
the relation between the generations, even if it is recognised that eae 
is not the same thing as wisdom. 
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"Young people are dissatisfied with the way in which value systems have 
failed to come to grips with such problems as war, economic justice, and 
public honesty. 


"Adult concerns with values seem to concentrate on the question of sexs 
And though these questions are real, they are not more important than the 
other issues to which young people find adults strongly insensitive." 


Possibilities and Threats 


"The dynamic world in which we live calls for new experiments in social 
organisation and for new structures", said the conference's final message. 


"During our days together we have been reminded of the new possibilities 
now open before man, as well as of the new threats to human existence." 


Modern technology, the need for fundamental changes in the relations between 
developing and industrialised nations’ and the struggle for world peace had 
been the principal focus of attention. 


"The structures of the world, the churches and the World Council of Churches 
are all challenged by this conference", the organising secretary of the 
conference, the Rev. Paul Abrecht commented. "All are called to a new 
evaluation." : 


Perhaps the attitude of the conference was summed up when Dr. Engene Carson 
Blake, general secretary-elect of the WCC said: 


"The Church must act, take a stand, and march with those in the society who 
alone cannot win their battle for justice, freedom and equality. This is a 
risk for the Church and it always results in controversy.. 


"Yet I am convinced that putting one's body in the right place at the right 
time is often the only way that a Christian can help his Church to be part 
of the transformation of society." . 


- 000 - 


Note to editors: This story was written 
by Vaughan Hinton, Australian Council of Churches | 
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U. Se CHURCHMEN URGE 
NO REPRISALS IN VIETNAM 


(Geneva) - Seventy-five oi the U.S. participants and others attending the 
World Conference on Church and Society here cabled President Lyndon B. 
Johnson that the current episode involving American prisoners should not be 
made the occasion for any act cf reprisal. They also called on the govern- 
ment and the people of North Vietnam to treat captured personnel according tc 
standards of the International Red Cross. 


In addition they requested |that a letter be sent to Reuben Mueller, president 
of the National Council of Churches in the USA, urging that as president of 
the Council, he takes immediate and decisive steps to mobilise the resources 


‘of the NCC aka its constituent communions to bring the necessary reassessment 


before the President of the USA, the Secretaries of State and Defence, the: 
appropriate Congressional Committees, and the American people. 


Acting as individuals the signers included participants, press, and staff. 
Among them were bishops, theologians, church leaders, economists, bankers, . 
civil rights workers, and others. Convenor of the group was Dr. Jon Regier, 
NCC associate general secretary for Christian Life and Mission. 


Among signers were Bishop B. Julian Smith, Chicago, Christian Methodist 
Episcopal Church; Hon. Edith Green, congresswoman from Oregon; anthropolo-- 
gist Margaret Meads; Dr. John C. Bennett, president of Union Theological 
Seminary, New York; Bishop Prince A. Taylor, Methodist, Princeton, N.J.; 

the conference vice-chairman Bishop J. Brooke Mosley, Wilmington, Delaware; 
economist Byron Johnson, Denver, Colorado; Kenneth Boulding, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan; and the Rt. Rev- John E. Hines, New York, presiding bishop cf the 
Protestant Mpiscopal Church. 


* * % 


Last week in New York the Nationa). Council of Churches (USA) obviously 
referring to U.S. air strikes in the neighbourhood of Hanoi and Haiphong, 


again urged President Johnson to strive for peace without escalating the 


Vietnam war. 


In telegrams to Mr. Johnson aut to Secretary Dean Rusk, OC officials stressed 
that "increasing reliance upon military methods cannot produce a victory that 
can compensate for distrust and hatred because we are seen as a predominantly 
white nation using our overwhelming military strength to kill more and more 
Asians. “EPS, Geneva _ 


JAPAN'S LARGEST CHRISTIAN DENOMINATION 
CALLS FOR HALT IN NORTH VIETNAM BOMBING 


(Tokyo) - The United Church of Christ (Kyodan), 198,000-member Japanese 
denomination affiliated with American Congregational, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
United Church,and Reformed groups, has appealed to President Jonmacn for an. 
immediate WATS to the bombing of North Vietnam. 


Asserting that attacks on the neighbourhoods of Hanoi and Haiphong have 
"trampled under" the desires for peace "of not only the intelligent and well- 
Wishing people in Japan but of all Asia and of all other parts of the world", 
the statement charged Presiient Johnson with having "destroyed by your own 
hand the possibility of talking peace in spite of all your official state- 
ments". The letter asked President Johnson “unconditionally, please, to ~ 
bring the bombing of North Vietnam to a halt at once, and continue to use all 
possible means to bring about Beers talks with North Vietnam and the Viet 


ON aes EPS, Geneva 


fy bye : ] 
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SPANISH BISHOPS FORM SECRETARIAT, 
MODIFY BAN ON CATHOLIC ACTION 


(Madrid) - Formation of a secretariat for relations with non-Catholics, 
non-Christians, and non-believers was approved here by the Spanish Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. The action came at the close of a week-long meeting - 
of the National Episcopal Conference attended by 85 archbishops and bishops. 


The bishops had been expected. to discuss a long-awaited draft law liberalising 
the status of the country's non-Catholic minorities. However, it was not 
known if the issue actually came up for debate. Nor was there any indica- 
tion that the measure had been submitted to the Spanish Cabinet. 


The bishops modified a previous stand by the Episcopal Conference's Permanent 
Commission which had ordered all national-level meetings of Spanish Catholic 
Action cancelled until further notice. They agreed to permit Catholic Action 
to continue its normal programme of national level activities, but insisted 
they must be "devoted entirely to doctrinal and practical problems connected 
with the lay apostolate". EPS, Geneva 


JEWISH-CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY 
EMPHASISED IN BERLIN 


(Berlin) - A demonstration of Christian solidarity with the Jews of West 
Berlin was held in the Jewish Community Centre here under sponsorship of the 
Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. 


It followed an attempt by extremists to set fire to the centre in apparent. ~ 
retaliation against Israel's recognition of the present Polish-German border. 
The Israeli stand was similar to that taken by the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKID) in a controversial memorandum last year. It recommended that 
the West German Government accept the Oder-Neisse border as permanenta 


The Christian-Jewish demonstration was opened by Dr. Kurt Scharf, Bishop of 
Berlin-Brandenburg and chairman of the EKID Council. He said it was intend- 
ed to show all people and the Jewish community in particular that "we side 
with the Jews and feel ourselves connected as a community of Christians and 
Jews under God's word". EPS, Geneva 


HUNGARIAN, YUGOSLAV BAPTISTS 
"ENTHUSIASTIC, WANT TO BUILD" 


(Ruschlikon, Switzerland) - Baptist World Alliance President William R. 
Tolbert, Jr., stopping here after visits to Hungary and Yugoslavia, was op— 
timistic about the future of Baptist work in both countries. 


Dr. Tolbert, vice president of Liberia and head of Liberian Baptists, also was 
to have visited Rumania, but the government there cancelled without explana-— 
tion his entry permit and those of Dr. Josef Nordenhaug of Washington, D.O., 
Baptist World Alliance general secretary, and Ronald Goulding of London, 

Alliance associate secretary. Speaking of his visit at the Baptist Theolo- 
gical Seminary here, Dr. Tolbert said that in both Hungary and Yugoslavia he 
"met enthusiastic church folks who want to build and establish new churches". 


He said that in addition to discussing religious affairs with churchmen and 
government officials, he had met with Hungarian leaders who had told him that 
they hoped his visit would lead to "commerical and diplomatic relations bet- 
ween Liberia and Hungary", - EPS, Geneva 
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OFFICIAL REPORT ON 
RC-LUTHERAN TALKS 


(Geneva) - The Vatican and the Lutheran World Federation have released the 
text of a joint report which described their "special and official relations" 
as necessary "within the context of the total Ge ikecbore hat awakening which has 
developed and exists today in many churches", 


The report added, however, that the exploratory talks - the first official 
international Lutheran-Catholic discussions since the Reformation - "have 
convinced the two delegations that the traditional theological problems 
between Roman Catholics and Lutherans are still with us". 


At the same time, both disavowed any intention to carry on contacts that 
might "jeopardise their respective relations to the World Council of Churches 
or other churches". 


The joint report recommended establishment of two joint study groups at the 
international level to examine the topics: (1) "The Gospel and the Church"; 
and (2) "The Theology of Marriage and the Problems of Mixed Marriages". 


They also drew up a general list of topics for further Lutheran-Roman 
Catholic discussions. These included: The Word of God, Presence of Christ 
in the Church, Christology, Pneumatology, Justification and Sanctification, 
Renewal and Reformation, Missionary and Pastoral Problems. EPS, Geneva 


ADVANCES IN YMCA 
WORK REPORTED 


(Geneva) - Advances in YMCA work with regard to race relations in the USA, 
ecumenical developments, and world service were reported to YMCA leaders from 
-IhRany parts of the world meeting here last week for a three-day meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


Alliance secretary general Fredrik Franklin reported that on the USA scene 
"very important progress" had been made especially with regard to the amend- 
ment to the constitution of the national "Y¥" council in the USA which requires 
that its members must "annually certify that their policies and practices 
provide eligibility for membership or participation in programme shall be 
without discrimination on the basis of race, colour, or national origin", 


In the ecumenical sphere Mr. Franklin particularly noted rapid improvement in 
relations between the YMCA and the Roman Catholic Church in the Philippines. 


In world service he said the "Y" had set a record target of $2,713,501 for 
the USA and Canadian World Service through the International Committee for 
the current year. He also reported a continued increase in participation 
by other movements. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Twelve Anglican and 12 Old Catholic theologians from several countries have 
discussed their relations with the Orthodox Churches, the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Methodist Church at a three-day conference in Oxford, England. 
' The Bishop of Oxford, Dr. Harry Carpenter, presided. 


* * * 
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The ‘state-supported youth movement of Hast Germany has reiterated its 
rejection of the appeal by the union of west German student organisations to 
join in organising all-German student meetings, The proposal, supported by 
the Roman Catholic and Protestant student organisations of West Germany, was 
made initially in a letter issued in early June by the Executive Committee 
of the VDS, the West German union of student groupss 


* * * 


The National Catholic Reporter, a weekly newspaper edited and published by 
USA laymen, has elected Dr. Martin E. Marty, Missouri Synod--Lutheran theolo- 
gian and author to its board of directors. Dr. Marty, an associate editor 
of the Christian Century Protestant ecumenical weekly, has been writing a 
column, "The Protestant World", for the Reporter. 


* * * 


More than 70 leading scholars and experts from both sides of the Atlantic 
and representing several denominations will take part August 7-15 in an 
international conference on Christian-Jewish relations at Cambridge, England. 
The conference will consider recent developments in Christian-.Jewish. under- 
standing against the background of both the World Council of Churches? and 


the Second Vatican Council's declaration on anti-Semitism. It will also 
discuss race relations. It will be sponsored by the International Con- 


sultative Committee of Organisations for Christian-Jewish Co-operation, an 
organisation which is linked with the British Council of Christians and Jews. 
iy ‘i o EPS, Geneva 
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COLLABORATION URGED OF 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATORS 


(Geneva) - Sixty-five Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Cathol ¢ communications 
specialists from 21 countries meeting here reported they were in "basic agree- 
ment" about fundamental questions in the communications area and that there 
was "no real barrier preventing us from facing relevant problems together". 


They declared that while there has been some collaboration among the churches 
in this field in some areas, church-sponsored communications media often 
lagged behind the secular media in their use of technical innovations as well 
as in "ecumenical perspective". This has mean "a waste of time, money, and 
talent", they declared. 


The two-day meeting, the first of its kind held at the international level, 
was convened jointly by the Information Department of the World Council of 
Churches and by IDO-C, the unofficial Roman Catholic International Document-— 
ation Centre on the Post-Conciliar Church, which has headquarters in Rome. 


It was held (July 27- 28) at the Ecumenical Centre, headquarters of the oe 
Council of Churches, 


Participants were church press, magazine, radio, and TV specialists from Asia, 
Australasia, the Middle Hast, Europe, Latin America, and North America. 


The participants agreed that the primary job of Christian communicators was 
to "tell the truth about the churches" and not to make propaganda about them- 


In a list of four specific recommendations they said there should be: 


1, Mutual representation of Roman Catholic and World Council of Churches ! 
experts in current studies on modern communication; 


2e Consultation among churches concerned about the possibility of establishing 
a single Deas service for the distribution of ecumenical and church informa- 
tion; 


3. Efforts toward consultation, collaboration, and possible unification of 
structures of different confessional groups in the field of Christian com- 
munications 


4. Common study and action in regard to "global television", which has become 
a "distinct possibility in the next few years". 


The communicators agreed that similar meetings should be held in the future on 
an inter=church or regional basis. EPS, Geneva 


FIRST REPORTS ON - + | 
CHURCH AND SOCIETY CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - Generally favourable reactions on the part of press and radio-TV 
greeted the World Conference on Church and Society, _ 


The following quotes give something of the flavour of initial ELEN ee on 
the part of the mass media. 


The British Weekly: "No assembly that the world Council of Churches has 
gathered during its twenty years of life has reflected the change in political 
and ecclesiastical life as much as the one just ended here - the World Con- 
ference on 'Church and Society'!, 


Noe 25 - 4th August, 1966 3 


In 1937 something like it, called 'Life and Work! , was held in Oxford, and 
before that, in 1925, ‘Life and Work! in Stockholm. But they are worlds 
awaye Almost parochial in their interests and certainly parochial in their 
participants. 


This Geneva meeting deserved the title 'world'. About half the participants 
were from the countries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. They hardly had 
geLook in ay Oxfords’. 


Here were the young intellectuals from government departments in Indonesia, 
Tchad, Bolivia, Gabon, Zambia - a slice of the {third world! which is domina- 
ting the thought of Christian plannerse.. 


(It was)»+».» exhilarating in a new sense to listen to these young men talk 
about Christianity. There was little formal theology in their speeches, but 
a lot of straight talk about how the changes their countries needed could be 
brought about... 


The Geneva meeting was remarkable for its 'contexual!' atmosphere. That is 
people spoke to real situations which they knew about. In some ways it was 
the Old Testament come alive, with Amos speaking, and yet the New Testament’ 
there too, with the figure of Jesus dominating the scene."--Cecil Northcott. 


Le Monde: "The conference documents give a rather incomplete idea of what 
happened in Geneva. An immense and frank confrontation between the rich 
countries and the underdeveloped: countries actually took place and at times 
the dialogue was rather brutal. 


For many representatives of the 'third world! the term 'revolution! had a 
romantic flavour, (t signified the violent transformations that characterise 
the post-colonial and pre-industrial period. 


What they want from the Church is that it gives them a theology and ethics 
which will enable them to live in this revolutionary period and to take what 
may be formidable responsibilities... 


The churches have become conscious of the fact that secularisation has driven 
them back into a marginal position, They don!t accept this role any longer." 


Vatican Radio expressed confidence that the conference will produce action in 
the field of social justice. 


Commenting in a special report, the Vatican station hailed "...approval of 
the declaration which emphasised that the churches: have achieved a new aware- 
ness of the great questions of our times. 


"Members of the conference have pledged themselves to study the new realities 
that characterise the modern world", the broadcast continued. "They have 
pledged themselves. to common action to find a solution for the world's most 
pressing problems. 


"Naturally the Geneva document acknowledges the various differences on ap-— 
proaches to the problems. To overcome this, a stepping-up of inter-church’ 
dialogue is planned so as to make one the church which is the people of God." 


Time Magazine: "In the perennial debate on whether the stress of religion 
should be laid on the individual and his spiritual needs or on the church 
working actively through society's institutions for the worldly betterment 
of man's condition, the World Council has now firmly chosen the course of 
involvement, 'Participation inpolitical life is a valid form of ministry', 
said one of the conclusions. What troubled many Westerners was the highly 
partisan ideological tone that the conference put on that participation." 


No. 25 - 4th August, 1966 wp Ae 


Gazette de Lausanne: "This consultation has shown itself revolutionary on 
an unexpected point. Not content with taking responsibilities for the new 
order to be set up, it has shown its willingness to question ecumenism it- 
self. 


Thus the enormous participation of laymen not only in matters of faith but 
also in all sections of social life will lead ecumenism out of the dead end 
by compélling it to give provisional priority to the practical problems of 
international assistance. This will make it necessary for the churches to 
act in close cooperation, not only among themselves but also with the abi ore 
and international bodies and institutions. 


Social engagement is an excellent meeting ground for true ecumenism.” 


Religious News Service (Father Edward Duff, S.J.): "The World Conference on 
Church and Society was in many ways remarkable and indeed unique, It was a 
SUCCESSeeoe 


The logic of the programme, the efficiency of its operation, the freedom of 
debate under strict control of parliamentary procedure strongly impressed 
the former Director-General of UNESCO, Dr. Virrorino Veronese, one of the 
Roman Catholic observers, who noted admiringly the Anglo Saxon inheritance of 
the World Council. 


Such a generalisation should not be allowed to obscure credit for the Trojan 
effort over the years of the indefatigable Dr. Paul Abrecht, the most un- 
publicised leader of the ecumenical movement, who had the principal respon— 
sibility for the conference and deserves the chief applause for its success.” 


EPS, Geneva 


NEW EPS EDITOR NAMED 
BY WORLD COUNCIL 


(Geneva) - The appointment of Miss Frances Wes Smith of the United States 

as editor of the English-language edition of Eeumenical Press Service has 
been announced by Mr. Philippe Maury, director of the Department of Informa- 
tion of the World Council of Churches, Miss Smith has been associate editor 
of Christianity and Crisis, a liberal journal of opinion published in New 
York and edited by Dr. John C. Bennett, president of Union Theological 
Seminary. 


She succeeds Mrs. Nancy Lawrence Nolde, who has held the job for seven years 
and is now returning to the U.S. with her husband, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, 
director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


Miss Smith had previously worked on the staff of United Church Herald, the 
journal of the United Church of Christ in the U.S., and for Presbyterian 
Survey, official magazine of the Presbyterian Church, U-S. She received her 
Journalistic training at the University of Texas and for two years was a 
reporter on the St. Louis Star-Times. 


A Southern Presbyterian, she had been a member of the Madison Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church in New York City. j 


EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN BISHOPS 
DENOUNCE APARTHEID 


(Cape Town) ~ The 31 Roman Catholic bishops of South Africa issued a pastoral 
letter on July: 26 rejecting their country's policy of apartheid. 


In the first joint pastoral statement on human relations since 1962, the 
bishops declared: "The natural right of free association among men is un= 
assailable and cannot be either diminished or taken away on racial grounds." 


Their decision to’speak was taken at a plenary conference-in Pretoria at which 
Archbishop Owen McCann of Cape Town presided. 


Quoting extensively from the Vatican Council's Constitution on the Church in 
the Modern World, the bishops! pastoral letter said, "the Christian conscience 
requires the re-examination of the whole question of racial relationships in 
South Africa". It urged the cooperation of all Christian communities and 
individuals to obtain a just solution of the problem. 


“We find it necessary to reiterate that it is a grave violation of the dignity 
of the human person to prevent anyone on grounds of race or nationality from 
choosing his own mode of living, to restrict his choice:-of employment, his 
right of free movement, his place of residence, his free establishment of a- 
family", the bishops stated. ; 


"If any laws make the exercise of these rights unnecessarily difficult or al- 
most impossible, all legal means should be used to have them changed." 


Bishops signing the pastoral serve in the Union of South Africa, Southwest 
Africa, Basutoland, Bechuanaland, and Swaziland, EPS, Geneva 


POLISH BAPTISTS MARK 
1,000 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY 


(Warsaw) - The 1,000th anniversary of Christianity in Poland was commemorated 
at a series of special services held in the new chapel of the Baptist church 
here July 22-24. 


Participating in the initial service were representatives of the Polish Ecu-~ 
menical Council, including members of the Reformed, Methodist, United Evan- 
gelical, Adventist, Orthodox, Old Catholics and the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. Five hundred persons attended. 


A representative from the Orthodox Chursh noted the changed ecumenical atmos— 
phere which made it possible for him to enter a Baptist church. This, he said, 
would not have been possible a few years agos 


The Rev. Aleksander Kircum, president of the Polish Baptist Council, presided. 


Another feature of the celebration was a Sunday worship service at which Dr. 
Gordon R. Lahrson of.Geneva, representative of the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Societies in Europe, preached. 


A telegram of congratulations was received from the President of the World 
Baptist Alliance, Dr. William R. Tolbert of Liberia, as well as a cordial 

letter of personal greeting from Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, Roman Catholic 
Primate of Poland. 


Baptist pastors and young people from several parts of Poland held their own 
three-day conferences concurrent with the anniversary celebration. 
EPS, Geneva 


1 


No. 25 - 4th August, 1966 6 


NEW GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE 
PROPOSED BY ANGLICAN COMMITTER 


(London) - The breakdown of a marriage - not a "matrimonial offenge" - should 
be the sole grounds for divorce, according to a divorce law committee appoint-— 
ed by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


The report, prepared by leading members of the clergy and laity after two and 
a half years of study, noted that if their recommendations were adopted, 
adultery would no longer be sufficient grounds for divorce, The committee 
also said the divorce court should inquire into the condition or state of a 
Marriage rather than decide the guilt or innocence of the principals. 


The study stressed that "unless the marriage-breakdown principle completely 
replaces the present divorce law, it would be better to keep the law as it 
is, rather than to introduce marriage-breakdown as an extra ground for 
divorce. 


"Any attempt to combine the two doctrines into one divorce law would throw 
into relief the worst points of both." 


The Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Robert Mortimer, who headed the study group told a 
news conference that the report was not an official report of the Church of 
England. 


The study committee said that it recognised an anomaly in the need the 
church felt to consider reforms in the country!s divorce laws when it refused 
to accept the validity of divorce. 


The group pointed out, however, that Christians must recognise that they are 
@ Minority in a pluralistic society and that their belief in "the lifelong 
Obligation of the marriage convenant" is a part of a faith the majority does 
not share. 


The committee said that under England's present law, divorce becomes a re 
ward for one partner and a penalty for the other, It said divorce should 
be recognized as "a defeat for both". EPS, Geneva 


NORTH VIETNAM OFFICIAL ASSURES 
WCC OF "HUMANITARIAN POLICY" 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has received the following cable 
from the office of the Foreign Minister of North Vietnam. 


It was addressed to Dr. W. A. Visser !t Hooft, WCC general secretary, and 
Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC!s Commission Oe the Churches on 
International Affairs. 


WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR MESSAGE IS WISH TO INFORM YOU THAT 
POLICY OF GOVERNMENT OF DEOMCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
TOWARDS ENEMIES CAPTURED IN WAR IS A HUMANITARIAN POLICY 
GREETINGS FOR MINISTER OF FOREIGN OFFICE DRV 

ACTING HEAD OF SECRETARIAT BUI-TAN-LINH 


(more) 
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The cable from North Vietnam was in response to one sent by Dr. Visser 't 
Hooft and Dr. Nolde which read: 
| 


MR. MINISTER, 


AS GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND 
DIRECTOR OF ITS COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS WE 
SUPPORT THE APPEAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY GENERAL 
TO THE GOVERNMENT OF NORTH VIETNAM NOT TO BRING CAPTURED 
UNITED STATES FLIERS| TO TRIAL STOP HAVING ALREADY REFLECTED 
SERIOUS CONCERN RESENTMENT AND ALARM OF MANY CHRISTIANS 

AND CHURCHES AT UNITED STATES RECENT INTENSIFICATION OF 
BOMBING WE NOW URGH THAT THE TREATMENT OF ALL PRISONERS OF 
WAR. BY WHOMEVER HELD SHOULD COMPLY WITHOUT RESERVATION WITH 
HIGHEST STANDARDS EMBODIED INTERNATIONAL TREATIUS STOP WE 
ARE CONVINCED THAT SUCH COMPLIANCE WILL HELP TO PREVENT 
FURTHER ESCALATION AND CONTRIBUTE TO CONDITIONS FAVOURABLE 
TO CONCILIATION 


W A VISSER 'T HOOFT O FREDERICK NOLDE 
GENERAL SECRETARY DIRECTOR 


EPS, Geneva 


PRIEST'S VOLUME ON SEXUALITY 
DRAWS OTTAVIANI'S IRE 


(Paris) - A recent action by Alfredo Cardinal Ottaviani, Pro-Prefect of the 
Sacred Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith (formerly the Holy Office), 
has caused unrest in liberal Catholic circles here. They said the cardinal 
seemed to take a line in contradiction to the decisions of the Vatican Council. 


Cardinal Ottaviani wrote to Cardinal Richaud, Archbishop of Bordeaux, appar- 
ently recommending that he refuse his imprimatur (approval) to future books 
by a French priest who has specialised in the study of psychological problems, 
notably those found in the priesthood. The archbishop was-.also advised 
against authorising the priest to lecture on moral theology. 


The priest concerned is Father Mare Oraison, who was a physician before he 
entered the priesthood at the age of 34. He was responsible eight years ago 
for establishing a sanitorium at Cambo, in the Pyrenees, for priests requiring 
psychiatric aid. His latest book, The Human Mystery of Sexuality, was pub- 
lished in June by a Paris firm. Its 10,000-copy first edition sold out almost — 
immediately and was quickly followed by a second printing. 


Father Oraison's troubles with the Vatican date back some 15 years. In 1951 
he published a theme, Christian Life and Problems of Sexuality, which drew 
the fire of the Holy Office and the volume was placed on the Index of For- 
bidden Books two years later. 


Observers noted that Cardinal Ottaviani's action seemed not only to imply a 
return to the Index, which had been officially suppressed by Pope Paul VI, 
but also to claim a continued authority of Roman congregations over other 
Roman Catholic bishops. Especially it was noted that the action amounted to 
a condemnation of the works of Father Oraison without giving him a chance to 
defend his views. EPS, Geneva 
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SIGNIFICANT ACTION 
TAKEN BY REALTY FIRM 


(Chicago) - An unprecedented action occurred here recently when a major 
realty-management firm signed a contract with a tenants! union to improve 
living conditions. The signing occurred at a ceremony at the First Church 
of the Brethren, centrally located in the area of dispute. Civil rights 
worker Tom Wilson, pastor, was among the signers. 


The union, which is. sponsored by Martin Luther King's war on slums, had made 
the realty firm of Condor and Costalis the target of 24-hour picketing and 
rent-withholding tactics. Involvéd were some 20 to 40 West Side buildings 
housing 1,500 residents. 


In signing the contract, the realty management firm promised to bring all its 
buildings up to municipal-code standards, exterminate vermin, provide daily 
janitorial service, include a rent freeze for six months on unfurnished apart— 
ments, to allow reasonable inspection by the union, to recognise it as ex- 
clusive bargaining agent for tenants, and to drop a lawsuit against the union 
group for "terrorising" its business. 


Condor and Costalis officials termed the contract "a moral and social decision 
which is economically sound" and a step in upgrading the community. 
EPS, Geneva 


TERMINATION OF St. GILES! 
CATHEDRAL EAPERIMENT 


(Edinburgh) -~ The Rev. John Tirrell, the American Episcopal priest who was 
unsuccessful in obtaining permission from his ecclesiastical superior, Bishop 
James’ Pike of California, to administer the sacraments in St. Giles! Cathedral, 
Edinburgh, has now resigned as assistant minister of the Cathedral. 


Edinburgh Presbytery of the Church of Scotland, whose permission would also 
have been required for Mr. Tirrell to conduct a full sacramental ministry, © 
gave their approval on condition that Mr. Tirrell's own church authorities 
gave theirs. (See EPS no. 23) 


The Rev. Dr. H. C. Whitley, minister of St. Giles, said that he had received 
Mr. Tirrell's resignation "with very deep regret, but the decision is his 
alone and has been made as a matter of conscience, It must therefore be 
accepted." He added: "I am, of course, grieved that this so hopeful and. 
honestly conceived experiment should end so tragically." 


Mr. Tirrel said: "With Episcopal barriers now erected and fixed to prevent 
me from having a full Christian ministry at St. Giles! Cathedral, I do not 
feel it is fair to continue in-a half-hearted 'non-sacramental! way. 


is gm’ ot considering leaving the ministry", he added. ~ "I do not want to 


leave the Episcopal Church. I only want not to be at the centre of an open 
ecclesiastical sore." 


Mr. Tirrell, whose resignation takes effect at the end of September, said 
he would complete his Ph.D. studies in Edinburgh and return to the United 
States. EPS, Geneva 


—— 
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RISING ECONOMY FOSTERS CUT IN 
MATERIAL HANDOUT IN HONG KONG 


(New York) - The rising economy of Hong Kong has permitted a cutback in the 
material aid programme administered there by the Lutheran World Federation 
(LWP). | : 


Improved conditions in the British Crown Colony were reported by Miss Jean 
A. Harter who returned to the U.S. after completing an 18-month term on the 
LWF staff as supervisor of material relief and child feeding. 


In recent years there has been a steady decline in the number of recipients 
of dry food rations. 


Still assisted under the programme each month are individual families, en- 
compassing some 20,000 persons, as well as some 19,000 children who receive ’ 
milk and cereal-like biscuits on a daily basis. 


Food is distributed chiefly as a supplement for families with low income, 
it was explained, and the distribution continues until increased earnings 
can provide adequate quantities oi food. 

Nearly one-half of Hong Kong's population is under the age of 15. This 

means that nearly two million children have to be provided with the basic 


necessities of life. It seems likely, therefore, that even greater demands 
will be made upon the child feeding services of LWF. This type of programme 
has several advantages over the distribution of dry rations. Foods served 


to children are ready to eat and are consumed on the spot. Also the re- 
cipients, being young, are more receptive than their parents to high-nutrition 
foods such as dairy products and bulgar wheat. 


Miss Harter said the colony's improved economy has been reflected in a growing 
number of employment possibilities. Yet many wage earners lack the skills 
and training necessary to meet trade and industrial needs. 


As a result, a vocational training centre was opened by the LWF a year ago in 
a new industrial community near Kai Tak airport, consolidating courses that 
had been taught previously at several smaller training centres. 


The centre currently has an enrollment of some 400 students and is equipped 
to handle as many as 1,000. Both long and short term courses are offered 
which are closely related to the needs of local trades and industries. 

EPS, Geneva 


PENTECOSTAL CRITICISM 
OF WCC CHALLENGED 


(Geneva) - A telling amalysis of the Pentecostal movement end its quarrels 
with: the World Council of Churches is contained in an article by Walter J. 
Hollenweger in the July issue of The Ecumenical Review, a quarterly published 
by the WCC, 


Reporting that in Chile 14 per cent of the population belong to Pentecostal 
churches, and that Italian and Russian Pentecostals are the fastest growing 
Christian groups in their countries, the author points out that sociologists, 
theologians and politicians are currently conducting studies to determine the 
sources of the recent spurt of interest and growth, 


The fact that in France, Norway, and some other Huropean countries the 
Pentecostals represent the largest free church, "should compel European 
theologians to revise seriously their ignoring of Pentecostalism", Mr. 


Hollenweger maintains. (more ) 


‘y 
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Although Pentecostalism began as an ecumenical revival movement within the 
‘traditional churches, rejection of the World Council of Churches is: prevalent 
in Pentecostal circles, according to Mr. Hollenweger, who is executive 
secretary in the Department of Studies in Evangelism of the World Council. 


Three criticisms are especially prevalent: The WCC has modernistic member 
churches; it "flirts with" Roman Catholicism; and is "infiltrated by 
Communists". 


In replying to these criticism, it is noted that Pentecostals themselves are 
not united in their-acceptance of "biblical teaching". Therefore, how can 
they expect the churches of the WCC to define their biblical unity?, it is 
asked. 


The fact that two WCC observers attended the Vatican Council no more means the 
merger of the WCC with the Vatican than the presence of David J. Du Plessis 
foreshadows the merger of the Pentecostals with Rome, it is argued. 


Finally, no intimations have been given that American Pentecostals will boy- 
cott the world Pentecostal Conference because some denominations represented | 
there consider anti-Communist propaganda to be fruitless. 


Among the promising signs of a reopening of dialogue between Pentecostalism 
and the WCC, according to Mr. Hollenweger, are articles published by 
Russian and Polish Pentecostals indicating a need to reconsider their his- 
toric approach to ecclesiology. Also an impressive conversation between 
these groups and the Reformed churches of Holland is in progress. 


The writings of Donald Gee, editor of the quarterly review Pentecost, are 
cited as an example of a growing interest in the World Council of Churches. 
According to Hollenweger, only pressure from within his own movement prevented 
Gee from accepting an’invitation to New Delhi. 


In return he published a sharp article "Are We Fundamental Enough?" in which 
he stated: "We want all men to be 'with us! rather than 'for' the son of 
Gode We persecute and are persecuted for things that are only relatively 
important. Yet we pride ourselves we are fighting the battle of the Lord. 


"These are days. for deep searchings of heart and perhaps for re~assessment 
of some things we have cherished in easier days when we could afford the 
luxury of denominatiorml strife and division." EPS, Geneva 


LIFE OF U.S. CLERGY 
ASSESSED IN SURVEY 


(New York) --Some 40 per cent of ministers in five U.S. denominations came to 
those bodies from others - in most cases before attending seminary. This 
was one of the findings of a 139-page report on clergy and church workers in 
fiftecn Protestant denominations. The data.were collected and edited by the 
National’ Council of Churches! Department of Ministry, Vocational and Pastoral 
services. 


\ 


The title of the report is The Church and Its Manpower Management. Co-editors 


were Dr. Ross P. Scherer and R. Theodore Wedel. 


The survey gathered data on the American Protestant clergyman, his education, 
earnings, size of parish, why he works in a particular denomination, etc. 


A wide disparity in the higher education of Ministers is revealed in the NCC 


report. The percentage of ministers with college and seminary training 


varies from 98 per cent in one communion to as low as eight per cent in another. 


The report also noted that some respondents had asked whether the clergyman 
should have his own professional organisation as do teachers, physicians, and 


lawyers. | oe ee Bd ER 6g ES Sete ig 
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U.S.» CHURCHMEN COMMENT yh 
ON "BLACK POWER" SLOGAN th. 


(New York) - "Black power", which has replaced "Freedom now" as the chant 

of frustrated Negroes in the ghettos of U.S. cities, has brought expressions 
of distress from whites and some Negroes. However, the reality to which 
the slogan points - namely the Negro's powerlessness to improve his own 
situation ~ remains a valid point that cannot be brushed aside, according to 
a number of U.S. church leaders. 


Responsible churchmen, commenting on the "black power" slogan, appear to 
agree on several points: an explosive situation exists; the frustration and 
even desperation of the Negro masses is real; if white had realised the 
seriousness of the situation sooner, current widespread unrest might have 
been averted. 


Dr. Ge Elson Ruff, in an editorial in the August 3 issue of The Lutheran, 
‘biweekly of the Lutheran Church in America, declared: "We have let ourselves 
be so blinded by self-interest, have been so complacent and self-satisfied, 
that danger or hurricane proportions have piled up on our horizon." Noting 
that it is not yet clear what form it will take or in which direction it will 
move, he sayss "As I see things through my dark glasses, the prospects look 
bad. 


"If there had been among white people an overwhelming realisation of the 
seriousness of the situation, and determination to do bold, constructive 
things", Dr. Ruff stated, "we might have averted a crisis. But a lot of us 
white church people are still not sure we are ready for a little token integ- 
ration in our churches - long after the problem has swung far past this point." 


Dre Martin Luther King, in a seven-column advertisement in the New York Times 
appealing for funds for his Southern Christian Leadership Conference, report— 
ed that millions of Negroes are frustrated and angered because "extravagant 
promises made less than a year ago are a shattered mockery today", 


When the 1965 Civil Rights Act was passed, it was proclaimed as an open door 
to freedom, King noted. But the smallness of the gains made in both southern 
states. and northern ghettos led: some Negroes to believe violence was..the only 
method to shock the white majority and press it to.come to terms with social 
evil of staggering proportions. 


"Black-power"' was an expression of desperation which would vanish, King said, 
when .the Negroes were effectively organised. _ Negroes had to acquire a share 
of power, he stated, and the vast majority would continue to-go about getting 
this without violence - "if white America will me them with honest deter- 
mination", King concluded. 


Archbishop Paul J. Hallinan of Atlanta condemned the slogan as "wrong, con— 
tagious, misleading,and a betrayal of 20 million people". 


At the same time the Catholic prelate blamed the churches for lack of support. 
of the Negro. Religious institions have permitted white power to run wild 
in Suppression of the Negro, he said. 


Thirty-five Negro church leaders from 17 states, meeting in the Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Harlem, expressed their alarm over a "fundamental 
distortion" in the controversy over "black power", They called on the U.S. 
Government "to make the rebuilding of our cities first priority on the nation's 
agenda". 


The group, ‘convened by the National Council of Churches! Commission on Religion 
and Race, formulated a statement urging greater identification between church 
leaders and Negroes ae rebellion against ee Mala avant and desirous of "black 
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vA 
The group declared that it could not agree with "those who say we must cease 
expressing concern for the acquisition of power lest we endanger the gains 
already made... If these gains are real, then they will withstand the claims 
of the powerless for more power." 


Negroes should be seeking power to use "in oreative ways" which will take 
them beyond "reconciliation" with whites to a new cooperative position with 
other power groups, it was stated. 

x * * 


(Washington) - Catholic, Protestant and Jewish leaders supported the pro- 
posed Civil Rights Act of 1966 in joint testimony before a U.S. Senate com+ 
mittee here, but urged that it be made stronger and that possible loopholes 


be closed. 


Testifying before the Judiciary Committee were Father John F. Cronin, 

of the National Catholic Welfare Conference's Social Action Department; 

Dr. Benjamin Fe Payton of the Commission on Religion and Race of the National 
Council of Churches; and Rabbi Richard Hirsh of the Synagogue Council of 
America's Commission on Religion and Race. 


Their testimony came just three days after the House of Representatives opened 
floor debate on what was expected to be the most difficult to pass of recent 


rights bills. 


The religious leaders said in their statement that legislation such as the 
proposed bill is "morally right. It is an act of justice", they said, 
"aiming more fully to implement our democratic ideal that all men are equal 
before the law and our religious conviction that we are all the children of 
one eternal Father", EPS, Geneva 


ASIAN CHURCH WOMEN 
CONVENE IN: TOKYO 


(Tokyo) - Approximately 100 women from 13 Southeast Asian countries and 
Hong Kong attended the third Asian Church Women's Conference held here from 
July 15-26, Guests from the Middle Hast, Nigeria, and South Africa joined 
them for sessions at International Christian University. 


"The Asian Church Women's Conference is now integrally related to the Hast 
Asia Christian Conference", said Dr. D. T. Niles, general secretary of the 
EACC in greeting the delegates. While the conference stems from initiatives 
taken by Presbyterian women, the body is now freely interdenominational and 
interconfessional. 


"This is a great step forward", said Dr. Niles. "In Asia we need to bring 
the churches- into a living relationship with one another in all aspects of 
their programme across all boundary lines of race, nation, language and 
confession, 


"The Asian Woman Faces a New Day" was the theme of the conference. Speakers 
included Dr. Hans Margull of Germany, currently serving as a visiting pro- 
fessor at Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, and Professor Tong Shik Rya of 
Korea. ‘Bible study was conducted by Professor Masaichi Takemori of Tokyo 
Seminary. 


Officers of the third conference were Mrs. Jannuan Suriyakham of Thailand, 
chairman; Mrs. Rathio Selvaratnam of Ceylon, vice chairman; and Mrs. Masae 
Harada of Japan, secretary. 


Earlier gatherings had been held in Hong Kong in 1958 and Petchburi, Thailand 
in 1962, EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS SEEK 
CLOSER RELATIONS WITH PROTESTANTS 


(Sydney) - The Roran Catholic Church will seek closer relations with Protestant 
churches through common ireyer, high-level theological discussions, and co- 
operation in social and charity work, Auxiliary Bishop Thomas W. Muldoon told 
an interdenominational meeting in a Scots! ohurch here. 


It was the 142nd anniversary of this, the first Presbyterian church in the 


country. 
: 


"We want to be with you, in a complete Christian life", the bishop said. "We 
want to bury the past, and beg your forgiveness, and assure you we forgive 
anything that happened in the past." 


fhe moderator general of the Presbyterian Church of Australia, the Rev. 
William Young of Brisbane, described the bishop's talk as "tremendously en- 
couraging". EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The fifth General Assembly of the Lutheran World’ Federation (LWF) will not 
take place until 1970, instead of a year earlier as originally planned. 

Reason given was the great demand on leading LWF personalities by other inter- 
national church conferences, as well as a desire to have a longer interval 
after the next WCC Assembly, scheduled to take place in Sweden in 1968. No 
meeting place has yet been determined since East Germany's rebuff. 


* * * 


A four-year plan for the work of the World Alliance of YMCAs and an address 
by Dre We. Ae Visser 't Hooft, retiring general secretary of the WCC, were 
highlights of the three-day meeting of the YMCA Executive Committee. In 
recognition of his service as secretary of the World Alliance from 1924 to 
1933, Dr. Visser 't Hooft received a silver salver,. 


* * * 


Pax Romana, a movement of Catholic intellectuals and students, concluded its 
meeting in Lyons, France, with a call to the faithful to acquire a real know- 
ledge of Marxism so that constructive dialogue could be established. It 
reminded intellectuals of their responsibility towards the education of all 
people and urged conversations with other Christian churches, 


* % *“ 
In what was described as the first such service in the state, a Southern 
Baptist pastor and a Roman Catholic priest officiated together in a funeral 
service for a Baptist businessman, Christopher Rogers, whose wife is a 
Catholic in Hendersonville, North Carolina. Revs M- M. Cross, a Baptist 
pastor, conducted the funeral and Hugh Clark, associate pastor of the local 
Roman Catholic parish, read from the Psalms and led in prayer. 


* ¥ x 
More than 40 women representing a Baptist women's missionary auxiliary in 
Spain were the first to use the newest building of the Spanish Baptist 


Encampment at Denia, Alicante. The national youth director of the women's 
union, Mrs. Charles Whitten, directed the camp. 


* * * 
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The Presbyterian congregation and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
in Humeston, Iowa, have begun to celebrate the Lord's Supper together each 
quarter. The procedure follows that of whichever congregation is the host 
on the particular Sunday. John We Patterson, a Disciple, serves both 
congregations. 


* * * 


In Holland, 81 persons out of 100 are in favour of the marriage of pricsts. 
Among Catholics only 68 per cent are of this opinion, 


* * * 


Leading representatives of the various Christian confessions in East Uganda. 
have been meeting together under the chairmanship of the Catholic Bishop of 
Baana,‘Msgre Odono. Their purpose was to organise joint action in defence 
of Christian principles in education and training. 


* * * 


The Seventh World Conference of Baptist youth will be held in Berne, 
Switzerland, from June 22-28, 1968. The topic for discussion will be: 
"One world, one Lord, one witness". 


* * * 


Miss Betty Richardson, who served as Church World Service secretary of the 
Latin America Department, National Council of Churches (USA) through 1965 and 
assistant executive director, is moving to the American Friends Service Com- 
mission in September after completing more than fifteen years with the 
National Council of Churches. 


* * * 


Fourteen Methodist women from throughout the United States will participate 
with 16 African women in a month-long World Understanding Workshop in Africa. 
The travel-study project, sponsored by the Woman's Division of the Methodist 
Board of Missions, continues a series of such workshops begun in 1955. This 
will be the first held outside the U.S. In past years Christian women have 
come to the USA from Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 


* * * 


On the 150th anniversary of Argentina's independence, ecumenical ceremonies 
are planned for all parts of the country. In Buenos Aires the first ceremony 
will be in the Orthodox Cathedral of St. Georges with the participation of 
Catholic and Protestant ministers. The second ceremony will take place in 
a Protestant church. EPS, Geneva 
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REFORMED CHURCHES TAKE STEPS TOWARDS 
MERGER WITH CONGREGATIONALISTS 


(Strasbourg) - The merger of two world confessional bodies moved a step 
nearer to realisation when the Executive Committee of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, meeting here, voted to poll its member churches on their 
desire to join forces with the International Congregational Council. 


The committee gave "hearty endorsement" to the proposal that the principles 
of union and a draft constitution be sent to the churches. 


If two-thirds of the members of each confessional body respond affirmatively 
by June 1958, plans will proceed for a uniting council in 1970. 


The tenth assembly of the ICC, which met in June in Swansea, Wales, voted to 
send the proposal to its members with "strong commendation". 


One stumbling block to merger was removed when talks with ICC fraternal 
delegates to the Strasbourg meeting produced unanimity on the theological 
Significance of the term "reformed", While both Presbyterian-Reformed and 
Congregational churches belong generally to the Reformed family, Presbyt~ 
erians have a representative structure of church government operating through 
a system of church courts. Congregationalists have a pattern of local con-= 
ereg gational autonomy and freedoms 


The Aitiande currently has a insmperante of 104 churches with a constituency 
of more than 50 million. This figure includes. two Indonesian churches 

added at the Strasbourg meeting: the Evangelical Church in Borneo and the 
Pasudan Christian Church in West Java. ICC membership totals 21 churches 
with a constituency of about five million. Four of the latter group already 
belong to the Alliance. web e. Wes 


In a second major action the Alliance executive designated:.an ad hoc committee 
to seek ways in which the body can assist talks between the World Council of 
Churches ‘and the Roman Catholic Church, 


In was instructed to confer with the World Council's general secretary, the 
general secretary—elect and Dr. Lukas Vischer, a member of the Joint Working 
Group. one ey ein by 8 ’ ‘ 


The committee will also confer with other confessions which have initiated 
separate talks with Roman Catholics, These include Lutherans, Methodists, 
and Anglicans. 


The fear was expressed that these separate efforts would fragment Protestan- 
tism and undermine the World Council's initiatives. 


The ad hoc committee is. composed of Dr. Wilheim Niesel, WARC president; 
Dr. James I. McCord, chairman of the Department of Theology; and Dr. Marcel 
Pradervand, general secretary. 


Lengthy discussion of. the. relationship of. the Alliance to the so-called 
younger churches led to a decision to consider the whole matter in greater 
detail at the next meeting of the Executive Committee in Toronto next summer. 
Participants will address themselves to the question "Is Protestantism Being 
Restructured in Our Time?" 


Three areas for consideration involve restructuring in connection with church 
union movements (across confessional lines); as regards the economic and 
social revolution; and the "new ecumenical situation", including develop- 
ments within the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC SENDS AID TO 
FLOOD VICTIMS IN ASSAM 


(Geneva) - The sum of $10,000 has been forwarded to India for the relief of 
victims of recent floods im Assam in the eastern part of the nation. The 
funds were sent by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service. 


In the worst flooding of the Brahmaputra River since 1929, more than 30 
persons lost their lives and 200,000 have been msde homeless, Large areas 
of crops were destroyed and communications cut off. 

| 


Responding to the Indian Government's plea for aid, the Committee on Relief 
of the National Christian Council of India has air-lifted food and vitamin 
tablets into the area. Funds were also sent to the Welsh mission in Silchar 
to provide temporary housing and to purchase food for the refugees. 


Extensive floods have also been reported around Delhi, and the Indian Council 
has requested additional funds to enable relief teams in Punjab and Bihar to 
cope with the resulting emergencies. 


As part of a cooperative effort, Lutheran World Federation sent $5,000 and 
Church World Service (USA) promised a like sum, . . EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH ALEXEI CONDEMNS 
PRIESTS! PROTEST LETTERS 


(Moscow) — His Holiness Patriarch Alexei of Moscow and All Russia has just 
published the text ofa letter addressed to all the bishops of the Russian 
Orthodox Church concerning the case of the two priests of the diocese of 
Moscow whom he suspended from the priesthood in May. 


The letter of the: Patriarch underlines that "repeated attempts" to bring 

the two priests "to reason" have had no result. The Patriarch condemns the 
principle of "open letters" addressed by members of the clergy to their 
bishops as contrary to "elementary norms of church discipline" and "scanda- 
lous and harmful to the church", If the two priests "do not repent and if 
they pursue their activities", the Patriarch would have to "turn to more 
stern sanction". 


The Patriarch's letter notes that the "open letters" of the two priests not 
only contain "calumnious accusations" against church authorities, but also 
reflect "a desire to calumniate the agencies of the government". In this 
way they are considered not only as a danger to "the oneness of the church” 
but also harmful to "the interests of the church and ..-. the good will exist-— 
ing between the government and our church". 


The two priests thus sanctioned, the Rev. Nickolai Ie Eshliman and the Rev. 
Gleb P. Yakunin, had last May addressed two public letters to Mr. Podogorny, 
president of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, and to His Holiness Patriarch 
Alexei respectively (see EPS no. 19). In these letters they alleged that 
the government of the USSR did not respect the freedom of worship of the 
church and referred to the closing of churches, monasteries, and church 
schools, the prohibition of services in homes, cemeteries, the estrangement 
of children from the church and the intervention of the state in the appoint-— 
ment of the clergy. They appealed to the Patriarch to "put an end to the 
eee intrusion of Caesar into the internal life of the church". 


N.B. The full text of the letter published by the Patriarchate is appended, 
EPS, Geneva 
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HATRED, VIOLENCE GREET 
DR. KING IN CHICAGO 


(Chicago) - Despite the fact that he was struck on tne head by a rock pre- 
sumably thrown by jeering whites, Dr. Martin Luther King has vowed to return 
with his supporters "again and again and again until Chicago is an open city". 


The leader of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference stated that he had 
"never seen such hatred anywhere in my life". Noting that he and his 
followers have marched all over the south, he said, "never have I seen so 
many people with such hatred in their faces and violence in their hearts". 


The rock was thrown at Dr. King during a march in the Chicago Lawn area as 
thousands of whites protested. He appeared stunned but not seriously in- 
jured. 


After a moment he rose and led 500 Negro and white marchers to a real-estate 
office where they kneeled to protest against segregation in housing. 
-~ David Oyama in the Observers 
¥ * * 


The New World, weekly newspaper of the Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago, termed 
rioters who injured a nun on Chicago's Southwest Side "Catholic Know-Nothings". 


Father William F. Graney, assistant editor of the paper, described the nun, © 
Sister Mary Angelica, as a "prime target" of the mob of nearly 1,000 whites 
who battled marchers led by Dr. King. 


"For the first time in the oity's history a nun was attacked in a public 
demonstration", wrote Father Graney in a signed editorial, "And the attack 
eame from a mob of howling Catholics", he said. . 

} 


"To find a precedent for such a severe attack one has to go back over 100 
years in U.S. history to the Know-Nothings who burned a convent in Charlestown, 
Masss, in 1834", he wrote. "The crowd that ran amok on the Southwest Side 
gave conclusive proof they know nothing about Christianity." EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH EPISCOPAL BISHOP DIES 


(Madrid) - Bishop Santos Martin Molina, head of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal 
Church and one of the top leaders of Spain's small non-Catholic minority, died 
here on August 2 at the age of /65. . 


Once a target of bitter religious persecution, the bishop had been quoted 
last year as voicing appreciation of what he described as a noticeable easing 
of tensions so far as Protestant-—Catholic relations in Spain were concerned. 


(In New York, the Rt. Rev. J. Stuart Wetmore, Suffragan Bishop of the Epis-— 
copal Diocese of New York, described Bishop Molina as "a most courageous op= 
ponent of the Spanish government!s regulations against freedom of religion". 
He said the Spanish prelate had "suffered much persecution because of the 
fact that he was a non-Roman bishop". ) 


Bishop Molina headed the Evangelical Defence Commission set up in 1959 to 
combat by legal means what Spanish Protestants in the traditional Catholic 
country termed "oppressive" acts by government authorities, He lived to see 
rigorous anti-Protestant discrimination gradually yield to the point that he 
was able to proclaim last December: "In general, there is a more open attitude 
of mind on both Catholic and Protestant sides, which disposes us to regard each 
jae with more affection and confidence. This, naturally, removes diffi-~ 
culties. 


The Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church was founded in the 19th century by a 
friar who broke away from the Catholic Church after Vatican I had proclaimed 
the dogma of papal infallibility, The church is now estimated to have 2,000 
members. Full communion between the Church of England and the Spanish church 


was established in 1963 by the Cony CEG ene of hearers and York. 
2 Ene are RA CEA 1acAds 
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FIRST QUARTER CENTURY 
MARKED BY NEW ZEALAND COUNCIL 


(Christchurch) - The 25th anniversary of the National Council of Churches 
in New zealand was marked last month by a two-day consultation to consider 
the state of the church and society. 


"The ambulance mentality shown by the churches to society" was criticised in 
- a provocative address by Dr. W. B. Sutch who described himself as a sympa- 
thetic observer of church affairs. 


"Christians are too busy picking up the casualties to do any real research 
into the causes of society's evils", Dr. Sutch stated. He appealed to the: 
church to give leadership to the nation. 


"The clergy are avoiding their responsibility in social witness", he charged. 
"The church stands for everything and marches for nothing." 


Twenty beckground papers were prepared for the delegates who came from all 
parts of the country and the Cook Islands. 


A statistical survey by Mr. Alan Edridge showed a marked decline in church 
participation by those between the ages of 15 and 35. 


Other important papers were prepared by Dr. Harré, an anthropologist special- 
ising in minority. groups in New aealand, and by Dr. Guy Powles, Ombudsman 
(one assigned by the government to listen to citizens! complaints), who 

wrote on international affairs, 


The annual general meeting came at the close of the consultation. 
EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC WOMEN 
URGE JOINT PROJECTS 


(Lausanne ) —- Women in the churches are longing for unity, and they believe 
that together they can make a contribution towards achieving it. 


This was the consensus of 25 Protestant and Roman Catholic women from 12 
nations who met near hers at the invitation of the WCC Department on Co- 
operation of Men and Women in Church, Family and Society and the Conference 
of International Roman Catholic Organizations. 


Recognising that ecumenism is a fundamental dimension of the Christian life, 
the delegates from 21 national and international organizations studied the 
best way to stimulate common research and action projects by local groups. 


Since both Protestant and Roman Catholic women observe World Days of Prayer, 
it was suggested that both groups consider the possibility of reciprocal par- 
ticipation at their observances.» This was considered a tangible way of 
awakening an ecumenical spirit and attitude in the local congregations. 

BPS, Geneva — 
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ANGLICAN CLERGY IN SOUTH AFRICA 
BACK BISHOPS! LETTER 


(Capetown) + Thirty-three Anglican clergymen have signed a letter supporting 
the joint pastoral of the-Catholic bishops on racial justice (see EPS no. 25) 
Their, letter appeared in the Cape Times, a morning daily here, 


The communication said the clergymen, members of the Anglican Church province 
of South Africa, "rejoice greatly" in the Roman Catholic bishops! action in 
which the Vatican Council's vigorous condemnation of racial discrimination is 
reiterated. 


The Anglican clergymen said: 


"We pledge ourselves to every effort in support of their call for giving 

every man his rights of free association as a human person, to a settled 

family life, to free choice of employment, and to a full share in the govern- 

ment of his country. It is clear that too little is being done both in 

Anglican and other South African churches to counteract racial digcrimination." 
EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS MAY BEGIN TALKS 
WITH CATHOLIC BISHOPS! GROUP 


(Valley Forge, Pas) + Appointment of a six-member group from the American 
Baptist Convention to begin talks with representatives of the U.S. Bishops! 
Commission on Ecumenical Affairs of the Roman Catholic Church has been re- 
commended by the executive committee of the Baptist General Council. 


The recommendation will be considered by the denomination's new Commission 
on Christian Unity when it meets later this month. The full General Council 
is expected tc take action in November. 


The executive committee responded to an invitation from Msgr. William Baun, 
executive secretary of the bishop's commission. 


Informal..talks have been held between Dr. Robert G. Torbet, who heads. the new 
Christian unity commission, and Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Green of Lansing, 
Mich., chairman of the subcommission set up to carry on talks with the 
Baptists. 


Both Dr. Torbet and Bishop Green agreed that the proposed conversations "would 
lead to a more effective Christian witness to our world through the removal: 
of misunderstanding and the development of an appreciation of each other", 

' . _ EPS, Geneva 


RELEASE OF MR. PAISLEY 
“BARRED BY PRIME MINISTER 


a 


(Belfast) ~ Northern Ireland's Prime Minister, Terence O!Neill, rejected an 
appeal by the small Free Presbyterian Church in Ireland for the release from 
prison of its moderator, the Rev. Ian Paisley, and two clergmen associates 
who had been convicted of disturbing the peace. 


The Prime Minister also turned down the church's demand for an inquiry into 
the origin of recent disturbances in Belfastse An extremist Protestant group 
led by Mr. Paisley has been charged with anti-Catholic actions that caused 
widespread concern. 


(more) 
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Mr. Paisley and his followers were given 90-day jail terms after having been 
found guilty of unlawful assembly by publicly demonstrating against the 
"Romeward tendencies" of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, 


Commenting on the publicity ei van to Mr. Paisley's exploits, Dr. Alfred 
Martin, moderator of the General Assembly of the 431,000-member Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland, wrote in Phe British Weekly: 


"The world is so busy laughing at us that they miss an important point. We * 
still have a concern about religion -— enough to fight over it! For our 
beliefs, even wrong ones, some of us are ready to stiffer publicity, loss, 
hunger, imprisonment, obloquy, and hand out the same to others. 

/ 


"There are still things here nearly as important as the pay-packet and foot-— 
ball. Of how many cther places in the English-speaking world can this be 
said?! 


Dr. Martin noted that in spite of "our recent aberrations, we have been 
making great progress in-living together - 900,000 Protestants and 500,000 
Roman Catholics", _.. EPS, Geneva 


KENYA MOURNS DEATH 
OF ANGLICAN EDUCATOR 


(Nairobi) - The death of Kenya's great Christian educationalist, Edward Carey 
Francis, on July 27, at the age of 69, brought moving tributes rn the 
leaders of this nation. 


The House of Representatives stood in silent tribute to his memory — a mark 
of respect normally reserved for its own members and for heads of state, 


Mr. Carey Francis had béen the headmaster of two of the country's best known 
secondary schools. More than half the members of the present Cabinet are 
graduates of Alliance High Schools, which he led from 1940 to his retirement 
in 1962. 


Attending the funeral service at All Saints Cathedral were a number of 
government ministers. A special message was read by the Minister of Education 
on behalf of President Jomo Kenyatta, who recorded his own appreciation of the 
great work which Mr. Carey Francis had done for the people of his country. 


Mr. Carey Francis was a servant of the Church Missionary Society and perhaps 
one of the most remarkable men that this Anglican Society has sent to Africa 
during its long association with the continent. 


His death represents the end of an era. In the past, the Christian churches © 
of Kenya have been heavily involved in the developing educational pattern of 
the country, and a small number of Christian secondary schools have produced 
its most outstanding citizens. Now with the great expansion in schools, the 
direct influence of the churches is naturally less. EPS, Geneva 


LATIN AMERICAN. CATHOLIC y 
ADVOCATES BIRTH CONTROL) = 


(Washington) - "There is no longer any doubt that birth control will soon come 
in Latin America. It has become an urgent necessity as a solution to the 
problem of population explosion, and is compatible with Ca tholic doctrine", 
according to Father Roger Vekemans, S.J., director of the Centre for the 
Bconomic and Social Development of Latin America. 


In an address to members of the Department of Social Affairs of the Organi- 
_ zation of American States, Father Vekemans said that the countries of Latin 
* ica "should take steps to supply the population with all the information tad 
pec iauos: of cette 8 ee & which Po Paduegy, and need, in order to put — 


r 
tet 


EPS, Geneve me 
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RE-BAPTISM CONDEMNED 
BY CATHOLIC PAPER 


(Toulouse) - The Semaine Catholique published the following notice in its 
June 26 issue: 


"In order to prevent any doctrinal or pastoral errors in our attitude towards 
those who have been baptised in the Reformed Church, we draw attention to 
the following points: 


"When a Christian belonging to the Reformed Church asks to become a Catholic 
one must reflect with him about this step, confirm it, and if necessary 
purify his motives. Furthermore, his entry into the Catholic Church must 
not lead him to deny the truth whereby he lived eras it must only help 
him to accomplish iteece 


"Tt must be borne in mind that baptism, even when administered outside the 
Catholic Church, is an act of Christ .». there is no reason to baptise again, 
even if certain conditions are imposed. That constitutes a doctrinal error 
en, of Trent), a cancnical error (Code, Canon 742), a pastoral error 
Inst, of the Holy Office, 1833), and an ecumenical error (Parole et Mission, 
July 1963). 


"Lastly, we stress the necessity of referring every case to the diocesan 
bishope" EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Harold Fey, former editor of the Christian Century, has accepted the 
invitation from the World Council of Churches to edit Volume II of the 
Houmenical History. It will contain an account of ecumenical developments 
between 1948 and 1968 plus chapters on world confessional bodies and national 
councils of churches. A revised edition of Volume I, containing a greatly 
enlarged bibliography, is due off the press in the next few months. 


* ¥ * 


The Right Rev. Clarence HE. Crowther, the outspoken American clergyman who is 
Bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman in South Africa, intends to cancel an in- 
tended visit to his California home if the South African Government does not 
guarantee him a re-entry visa. "My duty is to my diocese, I cannot risk 

not being allowed to return", said the 37 year-old Anglican bishop who has. 
opposed the Government's apartheid policies. The Secretary for the Interior 
has informed Bishop Crowther that he would not receive.a re-entry visa before 
he left for California on August 8. 


* * % 


The Presidium of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary has addressed 
a circular to all Protestant congregations calling on them to contribute to 
the erection of a school and a hospital to be built in Vietnam: "It is with 
deep sympathy that we regard the heroic people of Vietnam whose life and 
products are being destroyed, whose liberty is threatened by the egotism of 
power «.. Our people have offered a hospital and a school as moral and 
material support for the relief of sufferings. It is our duty as Christians 
to participate in this benefaction well~pleasing in the sight of God." 


ro * * 
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Bishop Vladimir of Zvenigorod (Sabodan) has been named the representative of 
the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church to the World Council 
of Churches. Born in the Ukraine in 1935, he was educated at the Leningrad 
Theological Academy. | Immediately upon graduation he was sent by Patriarch 
Alexis to the Odessa Theological Seminary 2s a professor and was soon appoin- 
ted its rector, He has served as assistant to the head of the Russian * 
Orthodox Mission in Jerusalem and last month became Bishop of 4venigorod. 


* * * 


Word has been received of the death of Donald Gee, 75, a leader of the 
rPentecostal movement, in London at the end of July. Reference was made 

to Mr. Gee in an article by Walter J. Hollenweger in the July.issue of the 
Ecumenical Review (see EPS no. 25). Mr. Hollenweger described Donald Gee 
as "a thorough Pentecostal" in terms of doctrine who at the same time warmly 
supported a scientific approach to theology. In his numerous writings he 
"cSourageously tackled the ethical and political taboos of the Pentecostal 
movement". 


* x * 


The relief organisations of the Roman Catholic and Protestant churches in 
West Germany will cooperate closely in sending aid to Victname Seven 
projects have been outlined for South Victnam.« They will be financed with 
DM 600,000 ($150,000) raised by a joint appeal last February. 


Se ie % 


The Protestant Council in the Congo will consider the theme "Christ for 

Everyone" at its general assembly to be held at Kivu next February. A 

campaign is also under way to provide a Bible for every school child, in 
cooperation with the Bible Societies and the Roman Catholic Church, 


* * * 


The Church of the Brethren (USA) has voted against joining the eight-member 
Consultation on Church Union (COCU) but agreed to maintain its observer- 
consultative relationship. The reasons cited in opposing participation at 
this time were probable "impatience" with a new member entering negotiations 
at this late date, doubts about a "vast" church organisation, and the possi- 
bility of endangering the denomination's conversations with other churches. 


* * * 


A plan for dividing the Anglican diocese of Accra into three separate 
diocese, each with its own bishop, has been announced by the Rt. Rev. Richard 
Roseveare, Bishop of Accra.e Since its founding in 1951 the diocese has 
included all Ghana. It is not thought that this move will be in any way 
prejudicial to the Ghana church union scheme now in preparation by Anglicans, 


Methodists, and Presbyterians. 
* * * 


A 20-member council to plan long-range strategy for the United Presbyterian 

Church in its relationships with Latin America has been named. The new body 
will help the church "act responsibly in all its relationships in the Western 
Hemisphere and coordinate money, manpower and other resources provided by the 
denomination's boards and agencies", 


* * * 
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There will be a series of seminars in Methodist churches in the Southern 
United Statcs to discuss the outcome of the Vatican Council. The seminarss 
sponsored by Duke Divinity School (Methodist), will feature Roman Catholic 


and Protestant clergy who attended Council sessions. Speakers will include 
Dean Robert E. Cushman of Duke, John Newton Thomas, Father Walter Burghart, 
SeJ., and. Father Harry J. McDorley, 0.S.P. EPS, Geneva 


x * * 
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Appendix: 


Text of a letter from His Holiness the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia 


to all bishops of his church. 


We have observed of late in the life of our church gad occurrences - of some 
members of the clergy endeavouring to provoke scandal and to disturb the peace 
of the church. 


Two members of the clergy in the diocese of Moscow have made an attempt at 
condemning in an "open letter" the activities of the Higher Ecclesiastical 
Authorities and the decisions of our legislative organ i.e. of the Episcopal 
Synod of our Holy Church, The repeated attempts made to bring them to 

reason have not given the results we hoped for, and they persevered in their 
stubborn purpose, harmful for the church and scandalous. They have broken 
the elementary norms of church discipline and of the canons (Apost. Constit, 
39, 29:II.Ecs Council rule 6). We have therefore suspended them until they 
repent and put an end to their activities harmful for the church. As a 
reply to this sanction they have resorted to an appeal to us, to the Holy 
Synod and to all the ruling bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church. In this 
appeal they urge us to call an Episcopal Synod to investigate their plea; in 
the face of this claim we cannot forget that it is the Acts of the Episcopal 
Synod of 1961 that the priests, N. Eshliman and G. Yakunin, condemn and criti- 
cise in their open letter. We have received the opinions of an overwhelming 
majority of bishops who unanimously condemn the evil activities of the priests 
whom we have suspended, The Holy Synod will have to form an opinion concern- 
ing their appeal and take into account the opinions expressed by the bishops 
in this matter. 


We unambiguously condemn the way in which this "open letter' was conveyed to 
us; as the churches! practice knows nothing of such form of correspondence 
between a priest and his bishop. - Those who make use of this way of "open 
letters" addressed to their ecclesiastical superiors aim at sowing distrust 
of the Higher Ecclesiastical Authorities among the clergy and laity and en- 
deavour to introduce scandal into the regular course of life in the church. 


We discern in their activities a striving to strike a blow at the oneness of 
our Holy Church and destroy its peace. Our Lord Jesus Christ, before His 
passion, did not pray solely that those who believed in Him should remain 
steadfast in faith but also, singularly that they all should remain one. 

if therefore anyone imagines that he possessed faith while he does not pre- 
serve the oneness of the church, he finds himself not only an outsider to 

the action of the saving and all powerful prayer of Christ but also outside 
external salvation. We are aware of the schisms of the past and how destruce 
tive they have been for the church, This is why it is the absolute duty of 
all the faithful children of the Holy Church relentously to watch over, as 
@ precious treasure, the peace and the oneness of the church without which no 
normal life is possible for the church. 


We sincerely rejoice that the bishops, clergy, and faithful people of our 
church understand how important for the normal life of the church unity and 
peace are, and that, as a result, all attempts to sow scandal in the life of 
the ciurch remain isolated instances and call upon themselves a decisive 
condemnation. 


We also perceive in their action the desire to calumniate the agencies of 
the government. Such attempts made by individuals to appear in the role of 
uncalled for judges of the Higher Ecclesiastical Authorities and their. desire 


(more) 
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to calumniate the agencies of the government do not serve the interests of 
the church and are directed at ie ean ea the goo will there is between the 
government and our church. aca re aeeess 


The calumnious accusation levelled against the Higher Toslseqastt at Authori-=- 
ties can well be taken advantage of by certain circles abroad which are in- 
imicably disposed towards our church and country to harm both our church and 
our mother country. 


We decidely condemn those who create strife and dissensions in the church 
and we have found it just to suspend these two members of the clergy of our 
diocese; we have warned them that "if they do not repent and if they pursue 
their harmful activities, we would turn to more stern sanctions in order to 
bring them to their senses. 


In view of all this, we direct all the bishops to put an immediate end with 
all strictness to all attempts which might be made by individuals to shake 
the peace of the church or to discredit the Higher Ecclesiastical Authorities 
in the eyes of the clergy and lay people. An end must be determinedly put 
to the spreading of all sorts of "open letters" or articles (pamphlets). 

It is the duty of the diocese and bishops to concern themselves with this 
task, 

We pray the Priest of our Holy Church, our Lord Jesus Christ, to bless his 
heritage with peace. As to the scandals which crop up in the life of our 
church it is our duty to outlive them so that nothing should darken the - 
normality of the life of our church. 


I prayerfully wish to all bishops godspeed in their Be oo labours for the 
good of the Holy Church. 


Signed: Alexei, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia 


Odessa, Monastery of the Dormition. 
6th June, 1966 EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES AID WAR VICTIMS 
IN NORTH, SOUTH VIETNAM 


(Geneva) - Victims of war in both North and South Vietnam are being aided 
with funds donated by the churches and transmitted through the WCC's Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


At the request of the WCC, arrangements have been made by the Polish Ecu- 
menical Council to purchase relief supplies in Poland and transmit them to 
North Vietnam via the Red Cross. 


The sum of $20,000 has been allocated for this purpose. 


Refugees in South Vietnam will be aided by two service teams’ composed of 
persons skilled in medical, welfare, occupational and education work. © 


This project is part of the Hast Asia Christian Conference's Asian Christian 
Service under the direction of U Thaung Tin, a Burmese. Team participants 
have been selected from India, Burma, the Pe eeinee: Australia and New 
Zealand. 


To support these teams over the next two years, the Division of Inter-—Church 
Aid has launched an appeal for $150,000. . This is the second such appeal to 
be made. An initial request to member churches of the WCC for $120,000 to 
aid war victims in Vietnam has already been subscribed. Nearly 20 per cent 
of this sum came from churches belonging to the East Asia Conference. 


Qui Nhon in South Vietnam has been chosen as the base for the relief teams 
because it is a relatively stabilised area with large concentrations of 
refugees, primarily women, children, and old people. 


Close cooperation is maintained with the Vietnamese Christian Service, which 
is the major operation of American churches in South Vietnam, and with 
Catholic Relief Services and other voluntary agencies and the Evangelical 
Church in Vietnam. 


Rehabilitation projects for war victims already carried out by the Asian 
Christian Service include the following: 


- 49 looms bought for refugee weavers; 
- 700 -pairs of crutches for civilians crippled by warfare; 
- 1,000 kits supplied to village midwives; 


- 100 tons of rice imported for the Montagnard people plus | 
200,000 pounds .of tinned meat from Denmark distributed to children, 
hospital patients, and blood donors giving plasma for the wounded; 


2 Braille Vietnamese typewriters for persons blinded by war. 


A self-help project involving the manufacture of bed-mats for refugees has 
also met with a ready response, EPS, Geneva 


\ 


BIBLE STORIES PUBLISHED 
IN THE SOVIET UNION 


(Moscow) - A collection of Old Testament stories, reproduced without dis- 
tortion or alteration for propaganda purposes, was put on sale here in early 
August and became an immediate best-seller. 


Long lines formed outside the bookstores to snap up the 100,000 copies offered 
for sale. 


(more) 
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The Biblical. stories, told in simple. prose by Polish writer 4enon Kosibovsky, 
were published by Politizdat,.the state political publishing house. 


With the exception of those Russians who have seen limited editions of the 
Bible published by the Russian Orthodox and Baptist churches, millions of 
people in the Soviet: Union have eee up without seeing any portion of the 
Scriptures. . 


The author and his Russian translators and editors made it clear they were 
atheists and did not regard the Bible as a divinely inspired document. 


"The Bible is a monument of. ee literature reflecting the life of many 
generations of ancient people", the preface ‘stated. 


In preparing the stories, the author. drew on modern Biblical criticism, his- 
torical and archeological scholarships But the result is a product that 
Western observers have described as a "Bible without sneers", EPS, Geneva 


NEW .EALAND COUNCIL ASKS PRIME MINISTER 
TO INTERVENE IN VIETNAM 


(Wellington, New Zealand) ~ A deputation from the National Council of. Churches 
of New Zealand called upon the Prime Minister here on August 8 to tell him of . 
the deep concern of Christian churches all over the world at the escalation 

of the Vietnam war, “the horrible acts of the Vietcong" and the conduct of the 
campaign coy those with whom we are allied". 


In a discussion that lasted. one and a half hours, the deputation stressed 
that the future relationships of New 4ealand with countries in Southeast 
Asia would be seriously affected by what is happening in Vietnam. 


"We believe that what is happening there will make the United States a ii 
hated nation in Asia", the churchmen told Prime Minister Holyoake,. 


When the Prime Minister stated -that Noll the people I know in Asian countries — 
are deeply grateful for what the U.S. is doing in Vietnam", the churchmen 
replied, "the voice that comes from Asia through church ~hannels is different 
from the voice the government hears". . 
A member of the deputation noted that at’ the meeting of the weoc'ts Central 
Committee last February, which was attended by representatives from 37 coun- 
tries including the Philippines and other Asian nations, the group unanimously 
(in a carefully balanced statement) asked the USA to reconsider its doctrine 
of containment of communism. 


The council president presented copies of statements by Pope Paul, the 
Central Committee of the WCC, officers of the National Council of Churches in 
the USA, the Methodist Conference in England, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and the British Council of Churches. 


Endorsing the views expressed in these documents, the Renmin bh proposed that 
the Prime Minister approach Ag tah: Sound in an effort to bring a just 
peace ‘to Vietnam. 


The church council ‘rejected chee titad the view that the massive use of modern 
armaments among a peasant population was justified by the evils of communism. 


"Continued escalation of the war, particularly in the bombing of North Vietnam, 
has completely failed to bring North Vietnam to the conference table, which 
Was its avowed purpose’, the churchmen pointed outs 
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The deputation said that if Mr. Holyoake would openly and fearlessly take the 
lead in an all-out attempt to bring about de-escalation, in the hope that a 
truce would result, he would have "the support and prayers of Christians all 
over the world". 


The Prime Minister told. the group that escalation had taken place in every 
war he had known and that it would happen again if North Vietnam did not come 
to the conference table. He stated his belief that still more destructive 
bombing might well be necessary. 


From the discussion the churchmen concluded that Mr. Holyoake thought every~ 
thing possible had already been done, and that the initiative lay with the 
North Vietnamese Government. The deputation rejected this view and expressed 
a moral obligation to make further efforts. EPS, Geneva 


WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER 
CHURCH AND SOCIETY FINDINGS 


(Geneva) ~ Thorough consideration will be given to the implications of the 
recent World Conference on Church and Society for the future work and policies 
of the World Council of Churches, as a result of action taken by the WCC's 
Executive Committee at its semi-annual meeting here August 8 - ll. 


The Executive Committee asked the staff to form an inter-—divisional team to 
consider specifically the conclusions reached by the conference in regard to 
economic justice and international development. The team will report to the 
Executive Committee at its meeting in February 1967. 


The Department on Church and Society was also asked to transmit the conclusions 
of the conference, together with its own recommendations, as soon as possible 
so that they may be considered for possible inclusion in material prepared for 
the WCC Assembly in 1968, 


The Executive Committee meeting was chaired by Dr. Franklin C. Fry, President 
of the Lutheran Church in America, 


While the WCC is not bound by the findings of the World Conference on Church 
and Society, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, the general secretary, stressed that 
they "must be taken seriously". In his view, the most important conclusions 
dealt with new forms of relationship between economically developed countries 
and the developing nations. The main task of the churches and of the WCC, he 
said, is to mobilise public opinion as to the facts of the situation. "Tt is 
an educational task", he asserted. 


Dre Leslie E. Cooke, director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service, called attention to the report of the section on "Economic 
and Social Development in a World Perspective", He said this report chal-~ 
lenged the churches! ministries of compassion as such and called for a new 
concern for social and economic justice. . 


"We must be prepared for some difficulties", Dr. Cooke stated. "Some churches 
that are willing to give out of compassion may have second thoughts when asked 
to give to projects that are changing social structures and thus might have an 
adverse effect on their own prosperity." 


Similar problems were dealt with in a statement on "Human Aspects of Develop 
ment", presented to the Executive Committee by the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs. Social reforms to overcome injustices to dis- 
advantaged groups + whether they be landless peasants, ethnic or religious 
minorities, or other victims of discrimination - were described as "an 
essential part of a strategy for development" in the CCIA statement. 


(more) 
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A doubling of the level of international assistance seems "not only economic- 
ally feasible ... but the most promising investment that is now available", 
the statement concluded. 


The Executive Committee accepted a proposal that Dr. Visser 't Hooft be 


consultant to the General Secretariat upon his retirement. In this way, it 
‘was said, his unique experience will continue to be available to the WwC0 and 
to his successor. Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, upon his election as general 


secretary last February, had expressed the hope that Dr. Visser '+ Hooft would 
have a continuing relationship to the WCC (EPS No. Ble 


The committee also appointed as assistant general secretaries the Rev. Jens 
Thomsen and the Rev. Dominique Micheli,. replacing the Rev. Herbert Hamilton 
who is retiring. Mr. Thomsen is currently working in the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, and Mr. Micheli is in the CCIA and. 
DICARWS. Both will take office December 1. In his new post Mr. Thomsen 
will be responsible for arrangements for the Fourth Assembly. Mr. Micheli 

' will continue to perform his duties with the CCIA. 


Approval was given for the sending of WUC observers to meetings of Roman 
Catholic bodies. Professor Raymond George of the Methodist Church of Great 
Britain, who has been active for many years in the faith and order movement, - 
‘was named.an observer to the forthcoming. plenary session of the post-concilia: 
Commission on the Sacred Liturgy. The Department of Faith and Order was 
authorised to send an observer to the next meeting of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Non-Believers. 


Dr. Lukas Vischer reported on the recent meeting of the Joint Working Group, 
composed of representatives of the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church. In- 
view of the large number of questions before the group, it tends to. develop 
into a coordinating body, working through ad hoc committees set up to: examine 


specific questions. The main topic presently under discussion is the Eyal 
of ecumenism. . EPS, . Geneva 
DR. Ze K. MATTHEWS! SERVICE ¢ 


LAUDED IN RESOLUTION 


(Geneva) - Dr. %. K. Matthews, secretary for Africa of the. WCC's Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, has accepted the invitation to 
become ambassador in Washington and the Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations for Botswana (Bechuanaland) when that country receives independence 

on September 30, 1966. 


At its recent meeting the Divisional Committee passed a resolution which ex-- 
pressed appreciation for Dr. Matthews! "sterling Christian character, his 
gracious personality, his intellectual eminence and his wise understanding of 
life, men and | affairs", 


The Beeston noted that when Dr. Matthews joined the staff of the WCC in 
1961 he was already "widely known not only throughout Africa but throughout 
the world as a distinguished African leader, a champion of the rights of his 
people, for whom he had endured personal hardship and suffering, and as an 
educationalists of high repute as well-as a pioneer in the development o% 
secondary and university education". 


The respect and esteem in which he was already: held, not only by the churches: 
but by leaders in political, academic and other areas of African life, meant 
that he could give to the work of Inter-—Church Aid a dimension which it would. 
not otherwise’ have achieved and command for it a confidence and trust beyond 
all reasonable expectation. ‘He has also proved a much-honoured interpreter 
of his people and their needs to the churches of other parts of the world", 

the oc aaee said. 
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JEWISH CONGRESS HEARS GERMANS, 
DISCUSSES PROBLEM OF IDENTITY 


(Brussels) ~ Relations between Jews and Germans, between Israel and the 
diaspora, and the position of Jews in the Soviet Union were discussed by 500 
delegates attending the World Jewish Congress here early this month. 


Despite protests, the delegates voted overwhelmingly to hear addresses by 
two prominent Germans, Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier, the president of the German 
Bundestag, and Professor Golo Mann, the son of Thomas Mann. They partici- 
pated in a discussion entitled "Germans and Jews, an Unresolved Problem", 


Dr. Gerstenmaier and other speakers suggested that reconciliation between 
Germans and Jews might not occur in this generation. The West German leader 
said that as long as the burden of history is "upon us .+. there are limits 
to our tongues and to our behaviour which we Germans cannot cross even if our 
heart impels us", 


Drs Nahum Goldmann, President of the World Jewish Congress, stated in opening 
the debate that the whole terminology "forget and forgive" was out of, places 


"People don't forget, and people don't forgive. But people have to deal 
with hard realities. The problem between Jews and Germans is co-existence", 
Dr. Goldmann said. 


Commenting later to a reporter, he stated, "we cannot afford to ignore that 
Germany exists, and this first open discussion on a very representative plat- 
form was in this respect an historical breakthrough", 


In the view of the Congress, the most urgent problem menacing the Jewish 
communities assimilation into the environment. In the Western world Jews 
since the war have: acquired equal civic and economic rights. This emanci- 
pation constitutes a threat to the separate identity of the Jewish people, it 
was held, 


The Congress likewise expressed the fear that three million Soviet Jews (who 

unfortunatel, were not represented at Brussels) could not maintain their own 

culture or bring up their children in the Jewish faith. The Congress there- 
fore protested against the discrimination shown them. 


The following statement on relations with Christians was approved: 


"The Fifth Assembly of the World Jewish Congress notes with satisfaction that 
since its last assembly the governing bodies of the churches have profoundly 
changed their thinking concerning the Jewish people. In recent historic 
statements they have urged the clergy and Christians all over the world to 
eradicate ancient prejudices against the Jews contained in Christian teaching. 


"Further more, we regard the statements made by the World Council of Churches 
at New Delhi and by the Houmenical Council in Rome as proof of the good will 


of the immense majority of the clergy and Christian leaders all over the 
world. 


"The World Jewish Congress awaits the practical realisation, on all levels 
and by all Christian communities, of these new teachings, and warmly welcomes 
the first practical steps already taken on both the international and the 
local plane." EPS, Geneva 
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MODERN COMMUNICATIONS 
IS SUBJECT OF WCC STUDY 


(Geneva) - A study group appointed by the WCC Executive Committee met here 


from August 11-15 to prepare a document on modern communications and their 
implications for the Church. 


The group included theologians and specialists in the mass media ~ press, 
radio, broadcasting, and films - and in methods of evangelism. All con- 
tinents were represented. 


-_The paper on which the group was working is intended for the Fourth Assembly 


of the World Council at Uppsala, Sweden, in 1968. Its tentative title is 
"An Ecumenical Approach to Modern Communications", 


Chairman of the group was Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, Germany. 
Vice Chairman was Penry Jones, religious programme controller for the 
Independent Television Authority in the United Kingdom, 


"The most cherished possession of the African family is the transistor radio", 
Ato Emmanuel Gabre Sellassie of Ethiopia told the group. "Everything spoken 
on the radio is accepted as the rule of life." When the people hear a com- 
mercial stating that no home should be without a certain kind of aspirin, they 
rush out to buy it, he noted. Mr. Sellassie is adviser to Radio Voice of 

the Gospel in Addis Ababa. : 


Even in the very small villages in Asia people can wateh TV in the local tea 


shope Because time is not so important in the Eastern scheme, people will 


stand for hours and watch anything that is shown, according to U Kyaw Than, 
associate general secretary of the Hast Asia Christian Conference. 


Looking at the way in which satellites have made possible "instant communie 
sation" and "the glebal village" (Marshall McLuhan's phrase), the communicators 
gathered in Geneva felt compelled to examine the ways in which the mass media 
are influenoing human life, Granted that horizons are widened, are human 
perceptions deepened?, they wanted to knows 


Penry Jones felt that the question is not "how do Christians use mass media 
for the Gospel", but'how do the mass media affect man, and can broadcasters 
help to serve the 'truly human'?" ‘To what extent can they advance the 
virtues of "honesty, responsibility, love and humility?", he asked. 


Other subjects considered by the study group included: the effects of the 
modern media on the life and mission of the Church, the limitations and poten~ 
tialities of the various media for the Church's mission, and the Church's 
responsibility to those involved in mass communication. 


The primary desire of the group was to help the churches develop a critical 
awareness of the potency of the media, as well as their artistic, theolo-~ 
gical and practical significance, and to assist modern communicators in their 
professional work. 


At the same time the individual consumer needs to be helped to digest what 
he sees and to develop standards of taste so that he will exercise his free~ 
dom intelligently in areas where some choice is possible. . EPS, Geneva 


call 
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POPE PAUL GIVES INTERPRETATIONS 
OF CONCILIAR DECRERS 


(Vatican City) - On August 12 Pope Paul Vi published a "motu Par Be, bat 
church document issued on papal authority) entitled Ecclesiae sanctae which 
fixes the rules for applying Ecumenical Council decrees concerning bishops, 
priests, religious orders and missions. 


Bishops and parish pricsts are requested to retire at age 75 at the latest. 
The Council was unable to decide the proper age limit and said, "the bishops 
ses are urgently requested to retire ... if, owing to their advanced age or 
for any other serious reason, they become less able to carry out their duties", 
If the regulation is carried out, it will have a profound effect on the higher 
clergy. 


Another important interpretation involved the establishment of an institute 
of 24 members from the mission field to have deliberative powers in that field 
subject only to papal veto. This was described by some observers as the 
first modern instance of 4 body drawn from the church at large with authority 
transcending a Roman consrepations in this case the Paueceeok ae for the 
Propagation of the Faith. 


The role of national episcopal conferences is made clearer. They will shes 
allowed to propose candidates for bishoprics, choose their representatives on 
the new International Episcopal Synod, which will probably meet for the first: 
time next year, and deal with religious problems of a national kind such as 
redrawing diocesan and parochial boundaries. . 


The training of priests is to be standardised so that they will be equipped 
to serve outside their own diocese. Also itis necessary to make sure that 
their material needs are provided for. 


Bishops are directed to set up councils of parish priests to consult on-. 
diocesan matters. And it is strongly recommended that "pastoral" councils, 
including both priests and laymen, be formed to consider matters other than © 
purely ecclesiastical ones. 


Religious orders are instructed to eliminate from their life everything Chee 
is out of date and not in accordance with the demands of modern life. A 
"fraternal collaboration" between religious orders and diocesan aril: Pa 
regarded as indispensable. 


It should be noted that the provisions of the "motu proprio" are not permanent 
but are: to be applied in an experimental way. The national episcopal con- 
ferences are invited to formulate their suggestions in order to work outa. 
final text. | EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN PASTORS ADVISED 
TO SHUN CATHOLIC WEDDING RITES 


(Montbeliard, France) - The Evangelical Lutheran Church of France has advised 
its pastors to "abstain from any participation as ministers in a Catholic 
nuptial ceremony". 


In action taken by the General Synod, meeting here, it was stated that even 
though participation in a mixed marriage ceremony may be "justified by charit— 
able intentions", it “cannot but contribute to misunderstanding and confusion 
by creating the impression of a 'double blessing!", 


The synod urged pastors to inform mixed couples as to Protestant and Catholic , 
rules and to stress that the couples should make a free choice as to the church ‘ 


EPS, Geneva 
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merely as "substitutes or amateur ministers", 
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CLERGY, YMCA UNITE 
TO MEET NEEDS OF YOUTH 


(Southbridge, Mass.) - Protestant and Catholic clergymen have cooperated with 
YMCA executives in starting an Inter-Faith Youth Council made up of teen-age 
boys and girls from 15 Catholic and Protestant churches in the towns of 
Southbridge, Sturbridge, and Charlton, The Council is intended to provide 


‘much-needed social, recreational and physical activities for the youth. 


Activities are planned by a committee composed of two young people from each 
church. A board of advisers consisting of YMCA officials ana clergymen 
offers counsel. 


The need for improving youth activities in the area had been discussed at 
monthly.interreligious clergy luncheons. However, it was only when two 
Catholic priests became members of the YMCA, with the approval of their bishop, 
that it occurred to them the YMCA might provide the necessary facilities. 


Formed in early summer, the Inter-Faith Youth Council has concentrated pri- 
marily on a recreational programme under the direction of trained YMCA staff. 
Starting in September it is hoped to broaden the programme to include a study 
of Christian decision-making. 


"The youth council is in the nature of a pilot programme", said Father Robert 
Le Killion, one of its initiators. "As it takes shape and is successful 
I believe other communities will follow suite” EPS, Geneva 


CHANGES IN CHURCH STRUCTURES 
FORECAST BY NEW 4EALAND PASTOR 


(Christchurch) ~ Three trends can be expected in the churches of New 4ealand 
by the 1970s. They include the regrouping of parishes with team ministries, 
the emergence of the "part-time" minister, and a greater percentage of mini- 
sters not engaged in parish worke 


This was the prediction of the Rev. Ross K.' J. Clarke, minister of Trinity 
Parish (Presbyterian), Rotorua, North Island, New Zealand. 


Writing in The Outlook, he noted that "about 50 per cent of our parishes have. 
fewer than 150 members; 25 per cent have fewer than 100.. 


"This may help towards fellowship", he writes, "but it is an uneconomic use 
of resources. The sheer task of finding teachers and office-—bearers, of 
meeting budgets and of maintaining buildings can crush these small units so 
as seldom to be geared for mission," 


Mr. Clarke found the "one-man parish" particularly inadequate "in an age of 
real agnosticism where more of our culture has less of the traditional reli- 
gious flavour". 


The writer finds examples of "part-time" priests in many agrarian communities 
and in the younger churches. Not more than 20 per. cent of African pastors 
receive a livable salary, according to Mr. Clarke. 


By the 1970s, Mr. Clarke thinks that men and women in secular work in New 
Zealand will be given "authority and training to participate in the preaching, 
sacramental and pastoral life of the Churches This is more than the elder- 
ship. 

Their non-professional approach will bring a new vigour into the Church's 
communication of the Gospel", he believes. They will help with a recognised 
ministry where there are no full-time ministers - but they will not serve 


(more) 


No. 27 - 18th August, 1966 10 


More than 70 ordained Presbyterian ministers in New Zealand are not parish 
ministerg, according to' the writer. "This percentage (17%) has increased 
rapidly in recent years, and the trend will continue into the 1970s." 


By the end of the decade such posts as chaplaincies, teaching, counselling, 
organisation, social service, journalism etc. will"offer more security and 
recognition than they do at present", Similarly it will be possible for a 
minister to work full-time in a non-church occupation and retain his office - 
and, most important, not have the feeling that "he has let the side 
down". . EPS, Geneva 


SEARCH FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
RAISES QUESTIONS FOR JEWS 


(Cambridge, England) ~ A fear that the search for Christian unity may lead 
to a "pan-Christian exclusivism" has been expressed by Rabbi Marc Hs 
Tanenbaum of New York, in a speech to the International Conference on 
Christian-Jewish Relations held here in early August. ‘ 


While expressing full understanding of and sympathy for the internal Christian 
dialogue which focuses on critical theological issues between Christians, 
Rabbi Tanenbaum warned against viewing members of non-Christian religious 
groups as "objects to be talked about, rather than as human beings to be 
talked to", 


Rabbi Tanenbaum is aE See of inter-religious affairs of the American Jewish 
Committee. 


In his talk, entitled "A Jewish Analysis of the State of Jewish-Christian 
Relations", the speaker urged Christians not to settle for "tokenism" in 
their relationship with Jews. Jews, he said, have learned something of the 
extraordinary variety and diversity of the Christian community, and it is 
incumbent upon Christians to understand the Jewis!. community in its diversity 
as well, 


To relate to the Jewish community historically, theologically and socially, 
the Christian must know the various aspects of Jewish Ansett and action - 
rabbinic, synagogal, communal, social welfare, etc. 


Pointing out that representatives of the National Council. of Churches (USA) 
have met regularly’ with leaders of the various Jewish groups, he said, "there 
is no reason why similar relations cannot be established on an inter. 
national. basis". 


"He proposed a "working liaison between the Vatican, the World Council of 
Churches, and representative Jewish religious and lay groups" to help give 
Christians a more accurate understanding of the Jewish community as it really 
~1S. -EPS, Geneva . 
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SOUTH AFRICA'S REFORMED CHURCHES 
SUGGEST "ECUMENICAL CONTACTS" 


(Johannesburg) - The Council of Churches of Reformed Confession has approached 
the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in South Africa with the 
proposal that they initiate "ecumenical contacts on an evangelical basis". 

The federation has named a committee to study the proposal. 


The Reformed council, which includes the Dutch Reformed churches, said it was 
interested in closer contacts with related confessions "especially in view of 
_ the fact that the Church of Christ today confronts serious ‘Vimes of crisis on 
this continent", 


The Lutheran federation is made up of 12 churches embracing some , 600, 000 non— 
white, Africans and D95 000 residents of ‘European origin. " EPS, Geneva Ae 
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PROTESTANT MISSIONS PROTEST AGAINST 
FRENCH A-BOMB TESTING 


(Truk, Micronesia) — Two Protestant missions - one from the United States 

and the other from Germany ;- have protested to President Charles de Gaulle of 
France against the testing of atomic devices in the South Pacific and urged 
France to ban such atmospheric tests in the future. 


The Micronesia Mission of the United Church of Christ's Board for World min- 
istries and the German-supported Liebenzell Mission condemned the French 
tests held in early summer. 


A joint statement said the sduth Pacific atom testing "places in jeopardy the 
welfare of the people of the world as well as those in the South Pacific. 


"Tt is a flagrant disregard of: the efforts of the nations who have specifically 
convenanted together against atmospheric testing." The French Government was 
urged to cease testing immediately and to participate as signatories in the 
Limited Test Ban Treaty of 1963. 


* * * 


(Santiago, Chile) - Atomic tests in the South Pacific were strongly opposed 
in a public statement issued by the Committee on Social Action of the 
Methodist Church in Chile. 


In addition, the statement reaffirmed that Christians and non-Christians 
should actively seek to promote peace among all peoples, 


A special appeal was directed to Christians in those countries which possess 
the bomb to manifest to their own governments the need for genuine disarmament. 


The Chilean Government was called upon to take steps to stop French testing,. 
including a reiteration in the United Nations of Chile's opposition to the 
tests. EPS, Geneva 


TURKISH AMBASSADOR AFFIRMS 
"FREEDOM OF RELIGIOUS PRACTICE" 


(Berlin) - The Turkish ambassador at Bad Godesberg has confirmed once again 
that the Turkish Government has no intention of expelling the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople. He refers specifically to an assurance given 
by the Foreign Minister of Turkey. 


The ‘ambassador! $s statement is contained in a letter sent to Bishop Otto 
Dibelius of Berlin. Reference is made to a telegram sent to Patriarch 
Athenagoras by the Ecumenical Committee in Berlin under the signature of 
Bishop Dibelius. The cable axpressed deep concern for the present difficul- 
ties of the Patriarch. 


In his letter the ambassador says the history of the Ottoman Empire proves 
"what tremendous value the Turkish nation attaches to the peaceful co- 
existence between different peoples and those who believe in different. 


religions". In Turkey freedom of religious practice has always been - 

guaranteed, he states. EPS, Geneva. 
IN BRIEF 

Discussions between the Lutheran churches of Indie and the Church of South 

India have resumed after a lapse of more than two years Topics discussed 


included a draft text of a catechism, a statement on "The Faith of the Church", 
and the position of the Church of South India on the episcopacy. Named to 
two-year terms as co-chairmen of the group were Bishop J. E. Lesslie Newbigin, 
of Madras (CSI), and Bishop Rajah B, Manikam of the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran 
Chur phe ‘ j 
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Dr. W. A» Visser 't Hooft sent greetings to Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, 
founder and now honorary president of the German Evangelical Kirchentag 

(large lay assembly), on the occasion of his 75th birthday. He was hailed 
as a pioneer in the renewal movement, in the church struggle during the Nazi 
régime, and in the ecumenical movement. More than 100 persons went to Fulda 
to extend personal greetings, including Dr. Kurt Scharf, Bishop of Berlin and 
chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


* * * 


"Frontiers of Faith", a television programme sponsored by the National 
Broadcasting Co, (USA), on September 4 will start a four-week series on the 
World Conference on Church and Society, held in Geneva in mid-july. Parti- 
cipants in the programme will include WCC officials and clergy and laymen 
from Burope, North and South America, Asia, and Africa, 


* * * 


Baptist groups in the United States and in the African country of Burundi have 
been received as members of the Baptist World Alliance. The two groups are 
the General Association of General Baptists (USA) and the Baptist Union of 
Burundi. There are 65,000 members of the 800 churches of the General 
Baptists. The Burundi union has 2,600 members. 


% * * 


The only black African bishop of the Church of the Province of South Africa 
(Anglican) has been elected bishop of Zululand and Swaziland. He thus 
becomes the first African to be in charge of an Anglican diocese in the coun- 
trys He is Bishop Alphaeus H. aulu, who has been suffragan bishop of the 
Diocese of St. John's in Transkei (see EPS no. 20). 


> x * 
A Russian Baptist has been elected president of the European Baptist Federa— 
tion Council. He is Michael dhidkov, an area superintendent. He had been 


vice-president of the council during the past two years, Rudolf Thaut of 
Bad Homburg, Germany, was elected new vice-president. 


* * * 


The Chicago Daily News, commenting editorially on Beatle singer John Lennon's 


belittling of Christianity, had this to say: "It does illustrate a rather 
widespread human tendency to accept applause for some particular virtuosity 
as license to mastermind practically everything. Our advice to Lennon would 


be shut up and sing, except that he might ask: '!What makes you an authority 
on who should shut up and sing?!" 
% ¥ * 


The Episcopal Conference of the Roman Catholic Church in Switzerland has pro- 
posed to the Old Catholic Church in. that country that an interconfessional 
dialogue be started, Bishop Urs Kury, 01d Catholic Bishop of Switzerland, 
has agreed to form a joint group for this purpose. A dialogue is already in 
progress between the Reformed Churches of Switzerland and the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


* * * 


Pastor Martin Niemoller has arrived in Johannesburg for a six-weeks! visit 
to South Africas ° >» EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL APPOINTS. 
COMMISSIONS TO FURTHER ECUMENISM 


(London) - Should a world confessional body primarily foster the spirit of 
denominationalism, or seek ways of serving the spirit of ecumenical co- 

operation? This was the underlying question before 2,090 participants in’ 
the World Methodist Conference who gathered here the ane part of August. 


A partial answer was given when the World Methodist Council established two 
new commissions. One is to hold exploratory talks with the Roman Catholic 
Church. The other is a commission on international and social affairs. 


Bishop Fred P. Corson, president of the council, set the stage when he ex- 
pressed the view that the last five years have been "the most significant 
from a religious. standpoint since the Reformation". With the Second Vatican 
Council "a new dimension has been brought into the ecumenical movement", he 
said. "New areas of thought, brotherhood and action have opened to the 
Christian Church." 


The World Methodist Council elected Bishop Odd Hagen of Stockholm to a five- 
year term as president. He will head the commission to institute talks 
with Rome. As. bishop of the Northern European episcopal area, composed of 
Sweden, Norway and Finland, he represents one of the smaller churches in the 
Methodist fellowship. 


Named to the ecumenical commission were the following: Great Britain - 
Harold Roberts, Bric Baker, E. G. Rupp; United States - Bishop Corson, 
William R. Cannon, Bishop F. Gerald Ensley, Albert Outler; Nigeria - 
Bolaji Idowu; Argentina — José Miguez Bonino. 


The commission on. international: and social affairs grew out of an awareness 
that the church has no existence separate from that of the world. "There is 
no such thing as preaching the Gospel: in a social: and cultural vacuum", was 
the way Rev. Kenneth G. Greet, secretary of the Christian Citizenship Depart— 
ment of the.Methodist Church of England, put it. "Evangelism must have a 
sociological dimension", he said. 


But there was also a recognition. that understanding such a complex world will 
tax the resources of the whole Church. Thus it was determined that any 
programme of research and experimentation that was undertaken should comple- 
ment work already being done by the World Council of Churches, ikaw 5 ecu= 
menical agencies, and other Christian communions. | 


One of those who welcomed-conference participants to London was the Arch~ | 
bishop of Westminster, Catholic Cardinal J. C. Heenan. "The fact that no 
Christian body now feels happy to celebrate its Bran occasions in isolation 
is reason .for offering thanks to God", he-said. - 


Commenting onthe prospect of unity talks between Methodists and Catholics, 
the Cardinal stated: "One of the errors of the unity movement has been to 
speak as if the Church of Rome, the Orthodox, and the Church of England are 
the only serious partners. Christian unity is the concern of all. I am 
just as anxious for talks with Methodists, Baptists, and Congregationalists 
as with Anglicans." 


Voioing his dislike of the word "ecumenism", he said: "Why must we keep using 
words like ecumenisn, dialogue, involvement, and encounter? Ninety per cent 
of our people have no idea what they mean. Our people should be our first 
concern. Christ gave us the formula for recognising His Church. 'The poor 
have the Gospel preached to them,! If we talk above the heads of working 

men we are failing as pastors. So I talk not of ecumenism but of Christian 
unity." EPS, Geneva 


. 
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DR. NIEMOELLER TERMS RACE HATRED 
GREATHST THREAT TO PEACE 


(Cape Town) - Envy and hatred of so-called white nations on the part of 
non-white nations who consider themselves the "have-nots", is a greater 
threat to the peace of the world than the cleavage between Hast and West. 
This was the view expressed by Pastor Martin Niemoeller, one of the World’ 
Council of Churches! presidents, when he addressed a large gathering at 
Cape Town University recently. 


Dr. Niemoeller was on a gix-week visit to South Africa after waiting nine 
months for a visa from South African authorities. He was scheduled to 
confer with members of parliament and representatives of the Dutch Reformed 
and other churches. 


"Within a relatively short time it will become clear that the white race is 
only an insignificant part of mankind, dependent on the good wig of, the 
non-white races. By the end of this century the whites will be outnumbered 
three to one", he stated. 


"Tf we whites don't change our ways in various countries of the world", he 
added, "it will be only a matter of years before even the African countries 
will be making their own atomic bombs". 


In reply to a question from the audience about possible violence by South 
African non-whites and whether it would be justified, Pastor Niemoeller said: 
"Dr, Martin Luther King faces the same question in America. But violence 
merely tears away the ground from whereon the person using it stands." 


The German churchman said South Africa's Dutch Reformed churches had made 
"a tragic mistake" in leaving the WCC (over the race question). 


At the same time he scoffed at the suggestion that the World Council was 
Communist led, saying: "I am as much a Communist as Jesus, no more and no 
less." He added that during his stay in South Africa he was prepared to 
answer any allegations concerning Communist influence in the Council. 

EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL BEA PREACHES 
AT ECUMENICAL YOUTH ASSEMBLY 


(Taizé, France) ~- Nearly 1,500 young people between the ages of 20 and 25 
gathered here from September 2-5 to consider their ecumenical obligation to 
aid the developing nations, Among those present were Cardinal Bea, chairman 
of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, three other 
cardinals, twenty bishops of the Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, and Lutheran 
churches, and Pastor Roger Schutz, Prior of the Community of Taizé. 


Mr. Hubert Bouve-Méry, editor of the newspaper Le Monde, painted in bold out- 
line a picture of the problems facing men today. "Progress has caused up 
heaval in man's existence", he said, "and often this progress contains. good 
and evil at the same time". 


On Sunday, after the Orthodox and Protestant services, Cardinal Bea celebrated 
Mass and preached on the subject of charity. "In a world that is tending 

in every way to unite, and that more and more has the feeling of belonging to 
one family",’ he said, "it is also more necessary that the charity of Christians 
like that of Christ, should embrace the whole world, the whole humanity", 


Then he showed how the Eucharist could be considered a means of unity» Since 
the Ecumenical Council had recognised that "religious acts of the separated 
Christians were capable of producing the effect of grace and opening the way 
to salvation", there were the strongest grounds for applying this decision 
to the Lord's Supper, which was a sacred act par excellence. EPS, Geneva 
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CLARIFICATION OF SOVIET CODE 
ASKED BY BAPTIST LEADER 


(London) - In response to the news that six Russian Baptists have been 
sentenced to prison for influencing young minds by means of illegally 
published books, the general secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland has asked whether measures taken against the six are contrary 

to the Soviet Constitution and Criminal Code. 


In a letter to The Times Dr. Ernest A. Payne reports that when he last 
visited the Ministry of Cults in Moscow it was made clear that while the 

USSR is officially an atheistic country, within certain rules and regulations 
'freedom of worship! is guaranteed. The freedom is limited, however, to 
church services in properly registered buildings. The instruction of 
children outside the home is not allowed, nor are services in the open air, 

he stated. 


Dr. Payne ventured the guess that "what appears now to be happening both 
within Orthodox and Evangelical circles is rebellion against these restric— 
tions on the part of a number of Christians". ; EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH CHURCH LEADERS 
SPEAK OUT ON RHODESIA 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey; the Moderator 
of the National Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Rt. Rev. R. Leonard 
Small; and the Moderator of the Free Church Federal Council, the Rev. Dr. 
Norman Goodall, have issued the following joint statement on Rhodesia: 


"At this time of anxiety for the future of Rhodesia we wish to affirm our 
conviction that there can be no acquiescence in independence without a 
settlement acceptable to the peoples of Rhodesia as a whole and reliable 
safeguards for unimpeded progress to majority rule. 


"In no colony, except South Africa, has Britain surrendered sovereignty to 
& minority. The last chapter of our colonial record must not discredit the 
rest, 


"At this critical time when the future of the Commonwealth is in the balance 
we call all Christians to continue in prayer for the Commonwealth Prime 
Ministers! Conference and for 4ll who take part in its deliberations.” 

EPS, Geneva 


DEATH SENTENCE OF GREEK 
COMMUTED BY REVIEW COURT 


(Boston) = The Christian Science Monitor comments editorially on the 
report that the death sentence imposed by a Greek court-martial on Christos 
Kazanis, a conscientious objector of the Jehovah's Witnesses sect, had been 
commuted to a prison term, It says: "We rejoice that the Greek review 
court refused to uphold the death sentence against a man who has continued 
to stand, with apparent sincerity, for his religious conviction. We hope 
that all nations will adopt legislation providing for noncombatant alter- 
native service for sincere conscientious objectors." EPS, Geneva 
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CATHOLIC UNITS URGED 
TO JOIN PROTESTANT COUNCILS 


(Washington) - Catholic parishes and dioceses in the U.S. have been urged 
to join Protestant councils of churches. 


The recommendation was contained in a new document prepared by the working 
group of the Bishops! Commission for Ecumenical Affairs (Roman Catholic) and 
the National Council of Churches. It is entitled "Information on Relations 
Between The Roman Catholic Church and Councils of Churches", 


Though not intended as a "final or definitive document", it represents 
current thinking and is issued in response to many requests for such informa- 
tion, according to the working group's chairmen, Bishop John J. Carberry of 
Columbus, Ohio, and the Rev. John Coventry Smith, secretary of the United 
Presbyterian's Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations. 


Catholic membership should come only after extended mutual preparation, it 
held. 


The document also lists a number of possible forms of collaboration between 
Catholics and Protestants. These include dialogues among clergy, between 
clergy and laity, and among laity; the exchange of observers and consultants 
and formation of a joint committee or working group. 


i ether on common tasks is also rec e 1.e. i 
Working togeth task i ommended, ise. community problems 
such as "race, poverty, urban renewal and re-location, education, delin- 
quency, problems of aging, migrant workers, and national and world issues. 


At present the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, New Mexico, is the only Catholic 


diocese which belongs to a council of churches. Individual parishes in 
several states are members of local church councils and others send observers 


to these bodies. EPS, Geneva 


STRUGGLE FOR ECONOMIC JUSTICE IN BRAZIL 
GAINS SUPPORT OF CHURCH, POLITICAL GROUPS 


(Recife, Brazil) = Seventeen Protestant pastors and a large number of church 
members have added their support to an effort by Catholic Archbishop Helder 
Camara of Olinda and Recife, to obtain economic and social justice for the 
people of north-eastern Brazil. 


Their statement approved the "firm attitude of the Church against injustice, 
oppression and persecution". They also charged the government with "blocking 
the freedom of expression of youth, with systematic persecution of intellec- 
tuals, economic vacillation, military paternalism, subordination of national 
interest to foreign pressure, growing unemployment, freezing salaries and 
making the farmers desperate". 


The Archbishop has been called "the Red prelate” by local military authorities 
because of his commitment to social change. In reply he said he found it 
"ridiculous" that a Catholic bishop was obliged to declare he was not a 
Communist. 


He has stressed the need for a social revolution by non-violent means, 
Recently he pleaded with the United Nations sand world opinion to join in 
forcing the highly developed nations to help the less fortunate countries. 


As a preliminary measure, Gens Castello Branco transferred the military 
governor of the region and- promised to undertake immediately a programme to 
wipe out hovels in the district. However, Archbishop Camara indicated he did 
not consider this satisfactory. 


New support for the Archbishop's cause has come from leaders of the majority 
party, Arena, who have indicated a willingness to align themselves with the 
Church should an open conflict develop. EPS, Geneva 
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CHICAGO HOUSING -ACCORD: 
TURNING POINT IN SEGREGATION STRUGGLE? 


(Chicago) - The housing agreement reached here between city officials, the 
Chicago Real Estate Board and civil rights groups led by Dr. Martin Luther’ 
‘King has been termed a "turning point", "unprecedented", "a great victory". 


AlI groups in the city having to do with housing are on record as being for 
open occupancy. The real estate board - the major target of the Negro 

drive - has reversed its policy of opposing open occupancy in principle. 

The savings and loan associations and the bankers association promise to lend 
mortgage money without regard to race. The city agrees to scatter new 
public housing outside the Negro sections. 


All, including business and labour unions, have agreed to begin education 
programmes to prepare the way for Negroes moving into all-white neighbour- 
hoods. 


Now begins the period of testing. A declaration of intention has been given 
and it remains to be seen whether the promises will be kept. Dr. King 
believes they will. 


"Whenthe power structure of a community says ‘integrate, this must be done!', 
and the authorities enforce the law, then I believe white people will see 
they must comply and will adjust", says Dr. King. "T have seen this happen 
in America in the South; almost everyone comes round to change", he said. 


Whether sporadic demonstrations by Negro militants will continue is also a 
question. This depends in part on how speedily the parties to the agreement 
begin to move. ; 


Even those most enthusiastic about the housing accord have stated, however, 
that this is only the beginning - for Chicago and the nation. 


Negro leaders are expected to press now for targets of numbers of Negro 
families in certain all-white neighbourhoods by mid-1967. They are also 
Mapping new goals in terms of jobs, education, slum reformation. 

. EPS, Geneva 


MALAYSIAN METHODISTS START MOVE 
TOWARDS AUTONOMY 


(Singapore) - First steps in an effort to form an autonomous Methodist Church 
in Malaysia have been taken by delegates from all Chinese Methodist congre- 
gations in Western Malaysia and Singapore, They voted to sever traditional 
ties with U.S. Methodism. 


Simultaneously the delegates called for joint action with four other Methodist 
conferences in the area to form an autonomous church. They are. the Malaya 
Annual Conference, Central Conference of Malaysia and Singapore, Sarawak 
Annual Conference, and Iban Provisional Conference. The latter two meet 
later this year and are expected to take similar action. 


In introducing the motion, the Rev. S. T. Lim said: "The structure of the 
church must be altered to suit the changes that are taking place in the 
country so that the church can be truly identified with it and speak effece 
tively to the people." The Methodist Church can "no longer be controlled 
by a governing body. situated in the U.S.", he said. 


‘The Chinese Methodist delegates expressed their intention to "preserve such 
fraternal relationships as exist between it (the Malaysia Chinese Annual 
Conference) and the Methodist Church in the USA". . EPS, Geneva 
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NIGERIAN CHRISTIANS CONFESS FAILURE 
TO CONDEMN VIOLENCE 


(Lagos) - Services of prayer and repentance in all Christian churches of 
Nigeria have been called for by a group of 30 prominent laymen who met at 
Bishopscourt at the request of Drs G. A. Ademola, past-president of the 
Christian Council of Nigeria. ; 


In a statement issued following their meeting, the group - including rep- 
resentatives from different churches and ethnic groups - acknowledged failure 
to speak out clearly against the events culminating in the violence of the 
past year. 


Late in 1965 mounting unrest led to violence in Western Nigeria. A military 
coup took place in January accompanied by assassinations. Riots in the 
North in May caused many deaths, and a second military coup in July was 
characterised by "another round of conspiracy, rebellion and murder". 


Members of the consultation, accompanied by the Bishop of Lagos, the Rt. 
Rev. Seth Kale, presented a memorandum to Lt. Col. Yakubu Gowon, head of the 
Military Government. 


A fund has also been started for the relief of victims of violence in all 
parts of the country. EPS, Geneva 


AID SOUGHT FOR MIGRANTS 
WORKING IN NORTHERN EUROPE 


(Aveiro, Portugal) - An appeal on behalf of migrants now working in the 
countries of Northern Europe has been issued by a Portuguese Inter-ecclesi- 
astical Subcommittee for Evangelical Work on Behalf of Emigrés here. 


The appeal appeared in a recent issue of Portugal Evangelico, published by 
the Methodist and Presbyterian churches of Portugal. 


Noting that the majority of these migrants live with a minimum of comfort 
and work long hours in climates different from their own in order to send 
money home to their families, the document states that they are in "urgent 
need of spiritual assistance", 


"They deserve every aid, and in giving it we will be doing a patriotic, 
humanitarian, and Christian work, for in spite of being so far away, the 
emigré is also our neighbour", says the. statement. 


With 150,000 Portuguese migrants working in France alone, the subcommittee 
seeks to awaken Portuguese Protestants to the situation. They are asked to 
pray for emigrés, to pray that a qualified pastor will appear for work in 
France, and to send names and addresses of those known to be working in 
other countries so that they may be commended to Protestant agencies for 
assistance. 


The work is interdenominational, born of "the desire to serve". EPS, Geneva 
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SUCCESSFUL EVANGELISM DRIVE 
REPORTED IN INDONESIA 


(Djakarta, Indonesia) - The Indonesian Council of Churches reports receiving 
word that a joint action for mission on the part of six denominations has 
produced rewarding results, 


Two thousand people were converted and baptised on June 19 in the remote 
village of Tigalinga. Baptism was conducted by 15 ministers and pastors 
from the Batak Protestant Church, Methodist Church in Sumatra, Simelungun 
Protestant Church, Karo Batak Protestant Church, Nias Church, and Protestant 
Church in Western Indonesia. Although the campaign was conducted by repre- 
sentatives of these churches, those converted become members of one churcen: 
the Karo Batak Church. 


These groups are all members of the Indonesian Council of Churches. Together 
they have carried out a widespread evangelism campaign and are Riraseoe 
making plans for a follow-up. 


"This is not the work of any particular church or people. : It is the work of 
the Holy Spirit", stated a report prepared by the Council of Churches in 
Sumatra. 


Because distances are vast and roads are bad, a station wagon or jeep is 
needed to aid the campaign. An appeal for funds broughta gift of $300 from 
the Continental Commission for Mission and Church in Indonesia in Barmen 
(Germany). The churches of Indonesia are also being asked to render helps 
EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN ENTHRONEMENT ATTENDED 
BY CATHOLIC CARDINAL 


(Sydney) - The enthronement of the Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, the Most 
Rev. Marcus Loane, in St. Andrew's Cathedral before a congregation of 1,500 
persons was historic for its pronounced ecumenical flavour. 


The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Sydney, Norman Cardinal Gilroy, sat opposite 
the Archbishop's throne, Other Uhristian bodies represented included the 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregational, Baptist, Churches of Christ, Greek 
Orthodox, and Salvation Army. 


Noting the heavy problems. that burden Australia's neighbours in Asia - 

over-population, "angry nationalism", famine, violence and war -.the new . 
Archbishop called on the Church to "awake national concern for the under- 
developed» countries and the underprivileged peoples". EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN SAID TO FEAR 
MISREADING OF COUNCIL DOCUMENTS 


(Rome) - Concern has been expressed at the Vatican over certain possible 
"abuses" in the interpretation of Ecumenical Council documents, inoluding 

the Decree on Ecumenism. This concern was noted in a circular which the Pro- 
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith (formerly 
Holy Office), Cardinal Ottaviani, sent secretly to all bishops in the Roman 
Catholic Church, according to a well-informed source. 


In the circular the bishops are exhorted to express their’ views on some "out 
of place and audacious opinions" related to the documents. If it proves 
necessary, a statement will then be made, EPS, Geneva 
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BURMESE ANGLICAN INSTALLED 
AS FIRST NATIONAL BISHOP 


(Rangoon) ~ The Rt. Rev. Francis Ah Mya, a Burmese, was enthroned as the 
eighth Anglican Bishop of Rangoon in services at Holy Trinity Cathedral here 
on-August 29. 


He succeeds the Rt. Rev. Victor Shearburny who resigned unis See and is 
returning to:‘England following issuance of a repatriation order sending home 
all holders of foreign registration certificates. Roman Catholics, 
Methodists, and Baptist missidnaries were also affected. 


"We are a national church overnight", declared Bishop Ah Mya, "and I find 
myself the first national bishop of the diocese", He told the congregation 
that meetings were being held between Christians and Buddhists "to discuss 
beliefs and doctrines for the purpose of mutual benefit and respect" and to 
improve relations between them. 


In the past Bishop Ah Mya has played a leading role in reconciling differ- 
ences between the two groups on religious and political grounds. For this 
he was,honoured by the Burmese Government. 


* * * 


In London the Anglican United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
issued a statement following the arrival of four expelled missionaries. 

’ Bishop Shearburn and the four were fully prepared for the day of their depar- 
ture, said the statement. 


"None of them sees their expulsion as a disaster, nor as 4 move against 
Christianity", said the United Society. EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIANS IN COLOMBIA DISAPPROVE 
OF BUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 


(Sasaima, Colombia) - Delegates to the Synod of the Presbyterian Church in 
Colombia voted not to participate in the next Eucharistic Congress which the 
Roman Catholic Church is organising in that country, They stated their 
belief that the congress would make no contribution to the solution of the 
great social problems afflicting the Volombian people. 


The synod said the national government would commit "a grave error" if it 
took funds from the public treasury to support the congress. 


In| a declaration issued at the meeting here in July, representatives of the 
oldest Protestant church in the nation expressed a willingness to participate 
in "all those forms of eaumenical dialogue which tend towards ... clarification 
of the true and profound differences between the two great branches of | 
Christendom". However, they expressed the belief that this could best be 

done by representatives of the different Christian traditions "which live 
together in our country"... EPS, Geneva. 


No. 28 - 8th September, 1966 10 


TWO WCC STUDY DEPARTMENTS 
HOLD JOIN? MEETING 


(Maennedorf, Switzerland) - Before being merged into one body on January 1, 
the World Council of Churches Department of Missionary Studies and the 
Department of Studies in Evangelism held a joint meeting here, August 22-26. 


A final report on the Missionary Structure of the Congregation was prepared 
following examination of various regional studies on this subject. 


Proposals were also drawn up for presentation to the Central Committee con- 
cerning future studies to be undertaken. The final decision will be made 
by the Fourth Assembly at Uppsala in 1968. Prominent among the suggestions 
were: implications of a dialogue with non-Christians; new missionary struc- 
tures; the new forms of worship and administration of the sacramentse 

EPS, Geneva 


BRAZILIAN PROFESSOR ADVOCATES 
DIVISION OF HIS CHURCH 


(Campinas, Brazil) —- Prof. Waldyr Carvalho Luz of the Presbyterian Seminary 
here has distributed a manifesto proposing the division. of the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil as the "solution which is inevitable". 


On one side are "the champions of ecumenism, the propagators of politico- 
sovial action, the activists of the left, the acolytes of advanced theologies, 
the paladins of cultural presumption..." says the manifesto. "We line up on 
the other side, the Presbyterians faithful in heart and soul to the confessions 
of faith and the Bible..." 


The professor affirms: "Experience and observation of what is happening in 
our own and other countries makes me certain that this strange marriage can-— 
not be maintained...If we are not able to live together in harmony, and do 
not want to sacrifice our conscience, there is.only one course left: like 
Abraham and Lot, we must separate our tents..." EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN SPAIN 
SAID TO BE ANTI-ECUMENICAL 


(Barcelona) - A group of priests have sent a letter to Bishop José Lopez— 
Ortiz of Tuy-Vigo, president of the Spanish Episcopal Commission on Education, 
calling attention to certain religious text books, used in Spanish schools, 
whose "anti-ecumenical"” spirit is not in accord Ene! the directives issued 

by Vatican ITI. 


The letter declared that it is no longer possible to "adopt certain attitudes 
and explain dogmatic teachings:in a one-sided way". 


The Decree on Ecumenism demands "a new attitude towards our separated 
brethren", the priests stated. Accompanying the letter was a survey of 
religious text books used in Spain. EPS, Geneva 
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Dre Olive Wyon, 85, widely known for her writings on prayer and the Christian 
life, died in Edinburgh, Scotland, on August 2l. To readers of theological 

writing she first became known as a translator of the works of Ernst Troeltch 
and Emil Brunner, She also worked for the World Council of Churches at one 

point, and was a full member of both the Church of England and the Church of 

Scotland. 


* * * 


A ninth U.S. church has joined the Consultation on Church Union. The Board 
of Bishops of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church voted to change its 
status from observer-consultant to full membership as a participant. An 
independent church founded in 1796, it has 770,000 members in 4,083 churches 
with 2,400 ordained clergy in twelve regions» 


oS * * 


The commission working since 1964 0n a translation of the Bible into the 
Tishluba language, one of the four main languages of the Congo, reports its 
completion of all books through the Psalms. The group is composed of Roman 
Catholic andi Protestant scholars and Bantu language experts of the American 
Bible Society. 


* -¥ * 


Bishop Narciso Jubany of Gerona, Spain, has authorised the celebration of 
Anglican and Protestant services in all parishes of his diocese, and especi- 
ally along the Costa Brava resort area. In 1965 Protestant services were 
held without the Bishop's authorisation or knowledge, but this year he has 
recommended that parish facilities be made readily available to non-Catholics. 


* * % 


The re~location of Japan Lutheran Theological College from Nakano to the 
International Christian University campus in Mitaka near Tokyo will begin | 
next spring. Tokyo Union Theological Seminary is already located at 1I.C.U. 
Although the two schools will remain completely autonomous, an exchange of 
professors and cooperative use of library and research facilities will be 
possible. 


* * * 


Dr. Patrocino Ocampo, dean of the Graduate School of Philippine Christian 
College in Manila, was named president of the World Federation of Methodist 
Women for the next five years, She succeeds Mrs. Ray J. Latham of New 
South Wales. Some 250 women from 55 nations attended the meeting in London. 
They voiced strong support for the ecumenical movement, called for improve- 
ment of the status of women in church and society, and pledged themselves to 
work actively for world peace and justice. 


* * * 


Dr. Hans Margull of Germany has been named to the faculty of the University 
of Hamburg as professor of missionary science and ecumenical relations 
beginning in the summer of 1967. Former executive secretary of the WCC 
Department of Evangelism, Dr. Margull has been visiting professor at Tokyo 
Union Theological Seminary. 


% * * 


Seven Greek Orthodox priests are doing pastoral work among the approximately 
63,000 Greeks working in North-Rhine/Westphalia,. Their activities are 
supported by the Social Service Committee of the Rhineland Church. Accord= 
ing to the publication "Diakonia", some 1,800 Greek couples were married and 
1,300 children christened between 1961 and 1966. 


as x a. 
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At the Third International Congress for Lutheran Research held in Jarvenpaa, 
Finland, those engaged. in revising Martin Luther's works announced that their 
labours will be finished in about. 10 years, except for the index, From 1883 
to the present 100 volumes were published, whereas only 40 volumes had been 
anticipated. 

* * * 


Baptised Lutheran church members throughout the world now total nearly 74.5 
million. This:is'an increase of about two per cent over the previous figure 
of slightly over 74% million reported three years ago. 


* * * 


A joint celebration of World Day of Prayer in 1965 by Christian women in 
Barisal, Bast Pakistan, has given rise to a regular monthly meeting of the 
Anglican, Baptist, and Catholic women in this administrative centre. For 
the past 18 months the three groups have held a united meeting, rather than 
separate confessional gatherings. Each group in turn serves as hostess and 
is responsible for arranging and conducting the meeting. © The sense of unity 
in Christ has been markedly strengthened as a result of this fellowship, it 
is reported. . 


* * * 


Pastor Franz Schafer has been elected Bishop of the Geneva Diocese by the 
Central Conference of the Methodist Church in Central and South Europe. 

He had been serving as chairman of the Western District of the Methodist 
Church. in Switzerland. In his new post he will have jurisdiction over 
churches in Belgium, Austria, Switzerland, five Eastern European countries, 


Algeria and Tunisia. EPS, Geneva 
* % x ; 


CORRECTION. In the story titled "English Churches Face Drop in Clergy 
Candidates" (EPS No. 21) the last sentence should have read: "The Roman 
Catholic Church had 18,6% fewer men in training last year than the average 
over the previous four years." 
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Special Report 


TURKEY'S PM THANKS CHURCHES 
FOR EARTHQUAKE AID / 


(Geneva) - After the August earthquake in Eastern Turkey, which led to a 
death-roll now thought to exceed 2,500 and left 100,000 persons homeless, 
the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service appealed to its members and their agencies for a minimum of 
$100,000 for a rebuilding programme. 


| 
There was an immediate response which enabled speedy help to be sent to 
the afflicted. 


Dr. We A. Visser 't Hooft, the WCC's general secretary, cabled an expression 
of sympathy and received the following reply from Mr. Suleyman Demirel, the 
Prime Minister of Turkey: "I am deeply touched by your message of Sere 
with the Turkish people and me on the sad occasion of thedisastrous earth- 
Quake that struck Eastern Turkey. I wish to convey my most grateful thanks 
for the kind feelings expressed and for the precious aid." 


His All Holiness Athenagoras, the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul, fully 
endorsed the appeal made by the WCC and cabled Geneva: "Deeply moved by 

the concern for the victims of the frightful earthquake in our beloved 
country Turkey. We express to you our cordial gratitude and appreciation." 


The WCC's Senior Representative in Turkey, J.E.A. Bazalgette, accompanied by 
Christopher King, the DICARWS secretary for Orthodox Churches and Countries, 
after full consultations with members of the Turkish government and the Red 
Crescent (Red Cross), worked out a programme of relief and rehabilitation 

to put before the churches. The officials whom they saw expressed the 
warmest appreciation of the help sent by Christians around the world. 


The area affected by the earthquake is on the eastern and southern slopes of 
Mount Bingol. A chain of villages at altitudes of 4,000 to 10,000 feet 
received extensive damage. A feature of the disaster was that the number of 
dead exceeds that of those injured. The high death-rate was due to the many 
“people who were smothered in the ee when their peculiarly built houses 
collapsed on them. 


The heights at which the villagers live mean that they face severe winters. 
After October the temperature frequently falls below 20 degrees Centigrade 
and the roads are often blocked by snow. 


The relief programme that DICARWS has circulated to the churches is centered 
on the two villages of Tashdibek, five kilometres from Varto, and Kolhisar, 
ten kilometres from Hinis. It will be in two phases - immediate steps to 
care for the people before the onset of winter and the construction of’ perma- 
nent houses next spring when the roads reopen and building is possible. 


For the first phase, the churches are asked to send tents for the homeless, 
and to provide corrugated iron or asbestos sheeting for roofing and straw- 
board for insulation in temporary buildings, adapted to the climate, which 
the army are to put up rapidly. 


Iron sheeting and strawboard are in short supply in Turkey. They will be 
removed from temporary buildings and used in the permanent houses when they 
are put up. 


(more) 
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For the second phase, it is tentatively estimated that it will cost $1,000 

to build a simple but adequate house, and about 100 houses are needed for 
Tashdibek and Kolhisar. Houses will be built by the Ministry of Reconstruc-- 
tion and it is suggested that the churches should be responsible for an 
identifiable project within the official plan, 


The appeal from the WCCO brought a donation of $14,000 from the Christian 
Aid Department of the British Council of Churches which also arranged to 
dispatch $2,800 worth of family-sized tents. 


Christian Aid is also taking part in a combined appeal made in Britain on 
behalf of the survivors of the disaster. From this combined appeal $42,000 
has been sent for the temporary winter housing project. 


Other cash donations have been $7,000 from Denmark and $1,000 from CIMADE 
in France. 


Bread for the World, Germany, has informed DICARWS that it is prepared to 
underwrite a suitable building project to an extent of between $75,000 and 
$125,000, and the Netherlands have said that from $30,000 to $60,000 might 
be expected for such a purpose from that country. 


Pledges of support have also come from Sweden ($20,000), Church World | 
Service, New York ($11,000), and New Zealand ($2,800). 


Church World Service has also sent from its depot at Athens, Greece, 591 
bales of heavy clothing for the survivors of the disastere . EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK ORTHODOX DISPUTE 
OVER LEADERSHIP SETTLED 


ari Lebanon) - A rebellion among bishops in the Patriarchate of Antioch 
EPS.no.19) has been put down by Patriarch Theodosius VI by allowing the 
insurgent Archimandrite Antoine Chedrawi to become an archbishop but making 
him patriarchal envoy to Mexico and Central America. He had sought, through 
an illegal election, to become Archbishop of Latakia. 


The arrival of the Archbishops of Brazil and Argentina gave the Patriarch 

a firm majority within the Holy Synod and enabled that body to restore unity. 
Archimandrite Chedrawi affirmed his loyalty to the Synod and was given the 
title Archbishop of Caesarea. 


The announcement of the agreement coincided with the death on September 7 

of Archimandrite Niphon Saba, who had led the dissident faction that installed 
Archimandrite Chedrawi at Latakia in defiance of the Patriarch. Archbishop 
Saba, who was 78, had been taken to the hospital a fortnight before following 
a heart attack. 


The Holy Synod thereupon elected Msgr. Ignatius Hazim, the bishop of Palmyra 
and a member of the WCC Central Committee, as the Archbishop of Latakia.« 


In a subsequent action the Synod named Archimandrite Elia Saliba as Vicar of 
the Patriarch, and Archimandrite Athanasius Skaff as Bishop of Chile. 
Archimandrite Philipe Saliba will fill the vacant Archbishopric of New York 
and Archimandrite Ghofril Saliby becomes Bishop of Palmyra. 


All prelates were reminded of theregulation requiring them to maintain a 
permanent residence in their diocese. EPS, Geneva 


BASIS OF CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ETHICS 
DEBATED AT LUND | 


(Lund ) - Current questions of Christian social ethics were the focus of the 
annual meeting of the "Societas Ethica" held in this Swedish university town. 


Approximately 100 professors of theology and philosophy belong to this inter- 
national, interconfessional research society founded in 1964 at Basel. 
President is Dr. Hendrik van Oyen of Basel University. 


In the opinion of Prof. F. Bockle of Bonn, a Roman Catholic, the "absolute 
measure of love" is the essential-sign of a Christian -ethic, - According to 
a "flexible' conception of the natural law, which is gaining ground in Roman 
Catholic circles, the conscience of the individual, which is rooted in the 
creation, ‘is decisive for responsible life. 


Prof. Charles ‘CG. West of Princeton Theological Seminary -contended that the 
nature of the Christian ethic lay in "the testimony of love within the re- 
volution which judges the revolution". He apparently referred to the demand 


TO 2.) 8, "theology of revolution" made during the World Conference on Church and 
Society in July. 


In the discussion on the relation of creation and redemption to ethics, the 
Scandinavian participants stood firmly for the re-establishment of a theology 
of creation and law, the mid-Buropeans advocated a Christological conception 
of creation, and the Roman Catholics were divided. All agreed on the general 
interest in human, ethical maxims. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHMEN DEPLORE ASSASSINATION 
OF SOUTH AFRICAN PRIME MINISTEE 


(Cape Town) - Church leaders of virtually all denominations ~ without chang- 
ing their attitude toward South Africa's apartheid policy - spoke with a 
united voice in deploring the assassination of Prime Minister Hendrik Fu. 
Verwoerd. 


The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., president of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, said) in Atlanta, Georgia (USA)} "One must deplore 
the fanatical act of assassination, even though few individuals in modern 
times have been so insidious and diabolical in their schemes of oppression 
‘as Hendrik Verwoerd. Unfortunately a man like Verwoerd only symbolises and 
systematises the hnte and fear of South Africa's white population. His 
murder will do little to put an end to the racist climate which oppresses 
South Africa's 12 million black citizens." 


Pope Paul VI sent a message to Archbishop Joseph McGeough, Apostolic Delegate 
to South Africa, expressing "sincere condolences" over the assassination. 


The family of the deceased was assured that the Holy Father "will pray God to 
grant them heavenly consolation in this tragic moment". 


Anglican Dean FE, Le King of Cape Town said that his church "abhors this 
dreadful act. Assassins", he said, "are generally unbalanced, pitiable 
persons and one can only assume this was the act of such a persons The 
Church can only pray to God to keep the country safe in this critical time." 


Among the numerous expressions of sympathy for Mrs. Verwoerd and her family 
were those from Dr. D. W. Timm, chairman of the Methodist Conference of 
Cape Town, and several ministers of churches with integrated membershipse 


Anglican Bishop Clarence Edward Crowther, of Kimberley and Kuruman, predic-— 
ted that the assassinated Prime Minister may become a "martyr" who died in 
defence of the white South African way of life. He also forecast the 
tightening of apartheid laws, bans and imprisonments against black Africans. 
EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX WORKING GROUPS PREPARE 
FOR THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUES 


(Belgrade) - In order to prepare for a theological dialogue with the Old 
Catholics and the Anglicans, representatives of various Orthodox bodies met 
here during the first two weeks in September. en 


The delegates worked in two independent committees, one considering relations 
with the Anglicans and the other relations with the Old Catholics. The 
first group was chaired by Metropolitan Athenagoras of Thyateira and Great 
Britain, who represented the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


This meeting was the direct result of the Third Pan-Orthodox Conference held 
at Rhodes, Greece, in November 1964 which voted to engage actively in dia 
logue with these two communions. 


Bodies represented. at the Belgrade meeting, besides the Ecumenical Patriar~ 
chate, were the Patriarchates of Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Moscow, 
Yugoslavia, Romania, as well as Orthodox churches in Cyprus, Bulgaria, Greecey 
Czechoslovakia, Poland and Finland. EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN PERMITS 
DOUBLE WEDDING CEREMONY 


(Portsmouth, England) - The 26-year-old daughter of the Anglican bishop of 
Portsmouth was married at a Roman Catholic ceremony in Fareham's Sacred 
Heart Church on September 3, 


Later the couple drove to the Anglican cathedral for a special service of 
blessing conducted by Dr. John I Phitiipes the bride's father. 


Roman Catholic and Anglican sources said that this is the first time in 

Britain that a Roman Catholic has been permitted to attend such a ceremony. 
The groom, Timothy Melhuish, had to get ks ca permission from the Holy See 
to do so. 


The marriage was one topic of discussion when the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Michael Ramsey, met Pope Paul VI earlier this year. It had been the 
father's hope that he could officiate in the ceremony but he found this was 
impossible. - 


The bride promised that any children of the marriage will be brought up as 
Roman Catholics. Her father did not object, but stated, "I had hoped that 
the Vatican's recently-revised rules on the subject of mixed marriages would 
include a concession that the chilcren be brought Up as. Christians and not 
necessarily ‘as Roman Catholics". | EPS, Geneva 


DEVELOPMENT OF COPTIC MISSIONS 
IN AFRICA SLATED 


(Cairo) -—'Africans now in training at the High Institute of Coptic Studies 
are expected to play an important role as missionaries on the African con- 
tinent, replacing "foreign, politically aligned Christian missionaries". 


Patriarch Kyrillos VI, head of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt, stated in 
Alexandria that he had received reports from Kenya, Uganda, Ghana and other 
countries saying they were eager to "amend the situation created by foreign 
missionaries and alien interests by favouring the Coptic Orthodox faith". 


He said the Coptic Churchwas responsible originally for the dissemination of. 
Christianity in Africa since it was the Church of St. Mark. Now, he added, 
it has decided to contribute toward efforts at unifying the people there. 


Patriarch Kyrillos was crowned in St. Mark!s Cathedral at Alexandria in 1959 

as spiritual head of an estimated 4 million Copts and 12 million Ethiopians. 

His jurisdiction extends across North Africa and as far south as Ethiopia. 
EPS, Geneva 


UNION OF TWO MORAVIAN BODIES 
IN U.S. IS PLANNED 


(Bethlehem, Pa.) ~ N rthern and Southern Provinces of the Moravian Church in 
America will "move as quickly as possible" toward union with a committee 
expected to be at work by October. 


Dr. John S. Groenfeldt, new president of the Provincial Elders Conference of 
‘the Northern Province, announced that the decision was reached at a Ata 
session of the Northern and Southern Provincial Elders Conference. © 


The church plans to become a full participant in the nine-Church Consulta-= 
‘tion on Church Union as soon as the merger of the Moravian bodies takes places 
EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH SEMINAR DISCUSSES 
upHE CHURCH AND ITS UNITY" 


(Strasbourg, France) - Thirty Protestant and Roman Catholic theologians 
delved-in depth into basic problems of ecclesiology and ecumenism at a 20-day 
seminar conducted by the Institute for Ecumenical Research here 


Using as their point of departure a critical analysis of the documents that 
the Second Vatican Council produced on these two subjects, participants from 
16 countries discussed "The Church and Its Unity". 


On each theme the lecturers included a prominent Roman Catholic theologian. 
Fr. Yves Congar G?.(Strasbourg) dealt with the constitution on the Church, and 
r. Gregory Baum OSA(Toronto, Canada) with the decree on ecumenisn. 


‘Others who spoke on ecclesiology were Dr. Einar Mollard, professor of church 
history at the University of Oslo; Dr. Kristen-Ejnar Skydsgaard of the 
University of Copenhagen; and Dr. Vilmos Vajta of the Strasbourg Institute. 


Those taking part in the debate on eoumenism included Dr. Warren A. Quanbeck, ° 
professor of dogmatics at Luther Theological Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota 


(USA), and Dr. Friedrich W. Kantzenbach of the Strasbourg Institute. 
EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS VISITS 
ANCIENT MONASTERY ON MOUNT SINAT 


(Cairo) - Celebration of the 1,400 anniversary of the Greek Orthodox monastery 
of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai has drawn a number of distinguished Orthodox 
leaders to the historic site, 


Archbishop Iakovos, a president of the World Council of Churches, represented 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople at the ceremonies in mid- 
September. He was accompanied by a party of churchmen from the United: States. 


Others taking part in the event included representatives of Patriarchates in 
Alexandria, Jerusalem and Russia, as well as churches in Greece and Finland. 
Archbishop Makarios, President of Cyprus, conferred with officials of -the 
United Arab Republic en route to Mount Sinai. 


St. Catherine's monastery, built by the Emperor Justinian in the sixth century, 
was where Count Tischendorf discovered the ancient Greek manuscript since aise 
as-the Codex Sinaiticus while doing research there in the 1850's. 

EPS, Geneva 


SIN OF SPIRITUAL PRIDE PLAGUES 
ECUMENICAL: EFFORT, DR. BLAKE NOTES 


(New York) - One of the paradoxes of the search for Christian unity is that 
"those denominations or families of churches that claim the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in their midst are almost always the most divisive". 


This was the conclusion voiced by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, preaching at 
Riverside Church here early in September. 


One reason for this, explained the general secretary-elect of the World Council 
of Churches, is that however close to God any of us is, we never pass beyond , 
the danger of our very virtues becoming vices, "Our most devoutly held con 
victions" become the "very sins which divide the followers of Jesus Christ 

from each other", he said. 


The- sin of spiritual pride is the essence of sin, according to the Bible. 
: ‘ ride is the source ropa rebellion aeeey God ape His Spirit. 
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"There is never any time when Christians or a company of Christians may rest 
on their achievements saying to themselves: We have come so close to God 
that those apart from us are apart from God", Dr. Blake asserted. 


Applying this truth to the ecumenical movement, he stated that "the nearer 
the ecumenical movement comes to reflecting the purposes of God in our time, 
the greater the danger that its aspirations will be corrupted by sin into an 
even greater disaster", 


Dre Blake noted that there is an important movement, chiefly American centred, 
which is attempting to organise world-wide Christianity "in flat opposition" 
to the WCCO and the national Christian councils in all the nations, 


While not denying that important differences in theology and ethics exist 
among Christians, the World Council leader urged all Christians to "repent 

of the arrogant sin of pride which not. only divides the Church but also weak- 
ens itsevangel by turning even Christian virtue into ugly vice", 


He made a plea "to ecumenical and anti-ecumenical Christians alike": "cease 
forever from false w tness and mutual caricature. Let all who call upon 
the name of Jesus Christ pledge to all the others the sincere desire to 
listen to and heed the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who does in fact unite 
those who would be obedient to the one Lord Jesus Christ." EPS, Geneva 


35 ECUMENICAL WORK CAMPS HELD 


(Geneva) - Thirty-five work camps were conducted this year under the sponsore- 
ship of the Ecumenical Youth Service, formerly known as Ecumenical Work 
Camps. 


Twenty-one were held in Europe, and totals for other continents were as 
follows: Asia:’- one camp each in Japan, Philippines, Thailand; Latin 
America - one each in Paraguay and Jamaica;) North America ~ four camps; 
Africa —- one each in Togo, Cameroun, Congo, Madagascar and Genadendal, Cape 
Province. 


Participating in the Eur’ pean projects were young people from at least 14 
Protestant denominations. from the Greek Orthodox and the Roman Catholic 
churches, as well as a few not members of any church. 


No two camps were alike, some combined manual labour on construction pro- 
jects with involvement in the local community. Others concentrated on helping 
townspeople solve their problems. 


In Glay, France, a vacation resort, workcampers provided recreation for the 
children to allow their parents to have more free time. In Frankfurt, 
Germany, the young people worked in factories beside Italian, Greek and 
Spanish immigrants in an effort to help them adjust to a new way of life and 
work, The project in Munich involved assisting with small businesses and 
aiding families with household problems, 


The 10-month camp in Korea ended in June on a very positive note, leading 
the Ecumenical Youth Service to announce’ that more such long-term projects 
are in prospecte EPS, Geneva 
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CONTENTS OF CARDINAL OTTAVIANI'S 
"SECRET LETTER" ARE DISCLOSED 


(Rome) - The essential content of the "secret letter" sent by Cardinal 
Ottaviani, Pro-prefect of the Congregation on the Doctrine of the Faith 
(formerly Holy Office), with the approval of the Pope to the presidents of 
episcopal conferences and to the superiors of religious orders has been 
published. (EPS no. 28), 


In that document, dated July 24, bishops are invited to express their opinion. 
on the best way to bring anjend to “abusive interpretations" of conciliary 
doctrine and to "strange and adventurous opinions" which confuse the faith- 
ful. 


The text lists ten subjects on which "inexact" opinions have been expressed 
and on which bishops are invited to give their opinion to the Holy See before 
Christmas. 


1, Revelation (place of tradition and inerrancy of sacred scriptures); 


2. Doctrinal formulations (can they be modified in view of their 
historical evolution?) ; 


3, The teaching function of the Pope and the bishops; 
4, Truth (current historical relativism); 


5. The person of Christ (often reduced to a simple man "who would have 
gradually acquired consciousness of his divine sonship" and whose 
virgin birth, miracles and resurrection are shorn of their super- 
natural character); 


6, The sacraments (the trend towards symbolism); 


7> Penance; 

8. Original sin; 

9.. Ethics (danger of "contextual ethics" especially in matters of sex 
and marriage); 


‘10. Ecumenism (danger of indifferentism). 


Press comments underline, on the one hand, that Cardinal Ottaviani has re- 
spected the decision of the Vatican Council on collegiality and does not 

pass precise condemnation on those who hold the above-mentioned controversial 
opinions but asks the opinion of episcopal conferences. On the other hand, 
he indirectly re-introduces a project that had been thrown out by the 

Vatican Council in its first session, i-e. a new list of errors condemned - 
by the Church similar to the syllabus of the last century, 


In his recent speeches the Pope in his own hame has underlined his anxiety 
regarding the trend of some priests to "orient their thinking towards secu- 
lar realities in a deadening conformity to the secular world", 


Osservatore Romano, the press organ of the Vatican, analysing the Pope's 
speeches notes the inclination of some priests to fall into "lan excessive 
attachment to customs that should not be confused with the veneration of 
tradition", while others fall into "an excessive CBee erate amounting to 
innovating at any cost", 


The same article contends that some priests recklessly substitute "their 
personal judgement" for that of the proper authorities and stop following 
"the inspired and motherly direction of the hierarchy", ... : EPS, Geneva 
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YOUNG PEOPLE PROPOSE 
PRINCIPLES FOR ECUMENICAL LIFE 


(Taizé, France) - A set of principles for ecumenical action and life was 
drawn up by the approximately 1,500 Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox young 
people from 35 countries who attended the Ecumenical Youth Congress here in 
early September at the invitation of the Taizé Community (EPS no. 28). 


Among the principles were the development of an integrated personality, an 
attempt to realise the Christian community and to promote unanimity within 
the "community of communities" - the Church. 


One resolution passed by the group called for the formation of "small pro- 
visional fellowships", patterned after the Barly Church described in the 
Acts of the Apostles, as "signs of unity and brotherly love". 


These fellowships should have an agape or fraternal meal at least once a 
week and should share possessions. Their aim would be to facilitate en- 
counter not only among "separated Christians" but among all men. 


During the congress, working groups studied problems of the underdeveloped 
world. Several participants from these areas asked that foreign aid be 
accompanied by a better understanding of their situation, 


"Westerners from technically developed countries will be welcome", they said, 
"only if they are willing to work on the same footing as the indigenous 
population and discontinue all forms of neo-colonialism", 


Pastor Roger Schutz, prior of Taizé, told the congress: ‘We are the victims 
of a centuries-old divorce. We look for reconciliation between the separated 
families. That reconciliation we wish for today; otherwise the ecumenism 

we profess is hopeless... We do not want ecumenism to become just another 
ideology, a nice theme for conferences and dialogues in which everyone justi-= 
fies his position in terms of his own history... To achieve unity we must 
realise a Christian community even if only in provisional form. 


"To the extent that people say of Christians 'see how they love one another!, 
something will happen. Unity will then be recognised, and churches that 
have the courage and generosity to do so will change texts and those juridical 
structures that no longer correspond to reality." 


Present at the congress were Orthodox, Protestant and Catholic leaders as 
well as a representative from the WCC Youth Department. EPS, Geneva 


RECIFE ARCHBISHOP NAMED 
CO-ORDINATOR FOR CELAM SESSION 


(Rio de Janeiro) ~ The Latin American Episcopal Council (CELAM) that meets 
October 7-16 in Argentina will deal particularly with social and economic 
issues, which recently created considerable tension between several members 
of the Episcopate and some Latin American governments, especially Brazil 
and Argentina. 


One of the topics to be studied is land reform in Latin America. 


At the request of the Pope himself, Archbishop Helder Camara of Recife, 
Brazil, will act as special coordinator during the session of CELAM, 


Commenting on the activities of Archbishop Helder Camara in Northeast Brazil 
(EPS no. 28), Archbishop Avelar Brandao Vilela of Teresina, Brazil, president 
of CELAM, said: "No-me can deny his right, both pastoral and human, to act 

as he did." EPS, Geneva 
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The annual Synod of the Waldensian Church meeting in Torre Pellice, Italy, 
adopted a resolution recognising the validity of conscientious objection. 

In its action, the church differed with the Italian Government, which does 

not accept conscientious objection. This year's Synod was attended only by 
European delegates, In the past, representatives from Waldensian communities 
in Uruguay and Argentina participated, In future the South American groups 
will have their own synod session and no longer be considered a "district" 
Similar to the six Italian districts. 


* “ * 


The African Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States is making plans 
to establish a church in London to care for the many Africans, West Indian, 
and Guianian immigrants now living there. The congregation would not be 
racially segregated but would welcome worshippers of all backgrounds, it was 
atated. Bishop Wayman Blakely of Philadelphia said he hoped for close co- 
operation with British Methodists, Congregationalists and other churches. 


* * x 


Foreign Christian missionaries registered with the Indian Government number 
4,214 representing a decrease of just over 300 in four years.» These figures 
exclude missionaries from countries of the British Commonwealth. This was 
disclosed in the national parliament by Jaisukh Lal Hathi, Minister of 
State for Home Affairs. 


* * * 


For the first time in Chile's history, other churches as well as the Roman 
Catholic will be permitted to conduct religious teaching programmes in state 
schools. Education Minister Juan Gomez gave this interpretation of a govern— 
ment decree after political opposition groups had cleimed it constituted an 
"imposition" of religious teaching. Senor Gomez Millaf said the measure was 
exclusively for students whose parents wished them to receive instruction 
according to their religious beliefs. There was no guestion of providing » 
such teaching only for Catholics, as had been asserted, he added. 


% * * 


Theological conversations between Lutherans and Eastern Orthodox in the United 
‘States, initially slated to start October 14-16, have been postponed until 

the autumn of 1967. The postponement was agreed upon after Orthodox :leaders 
asked for more time to prepare for the ecumenical encounter. The first 
formal talks will deal with "The Nature of The Church", 


* ae * 


Twenty-three national Methodist churches are currently engaged in unity dis- 
cussions with the Anglicans, according to a survey published by the Church.of 
England. The same number of Presbyterian bodies are similarly engaged, the 
survey disclosed. The information is contained in a 54-page book entitled 
"Christian Unity and the Anglican Communion" by Canon David M. Paton and the 
Rev. Re M. C. Jeffery. 


% * * 


The Secretariat for Christian Unity of the Roman Catholic Church will include 
a staff member who will handle Anglican relations. He is Father W. A. Purdy, 
educated at Christ's College, Cambridge, end a long-time professor of philo- 
sophy at Rome's Beda College, He will also edit a new periodical bulletin 
concerned with ecumenical developments. 


* * * : 
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Michigan churches of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have voted to 
consider joining the Metropolitan Detroit Council of Churches and similar 
councils in.other urban areas. The action was in line with a recommendation 
by the Missouri Synod at its convention last year to investigate possibi- 
lities of cooperation with other denominations. © Until recent years, the 
church has shunned interdenominational alliances for fear of compromising 
doctrinal beliefs. 


* * * 


Strengthening of the ties of fellowship and mutual help between Christians 
in Western countries and those in lands under communist rule was advocated 
by the president of the Lutheran World Federation, Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, 
when he addressed Norway's Evangelical Lutheran Free Church. He brought 
ereetings from congregations he had just visited in Yugoslavia and Czechos- 
lovakia. Referring to the 50th anniversary of the Norwegian church's mission 
work in China and Japan, the U.S. churchman rejected the notion prevalent in 
some circles that mission resources expended in pre-Communist China now 
appeared to have been in vain. "Where the door is closed today, it can be 
open tomorrow", said Dr. Schiotz. He advised Christians to "leave this to 
God". 


* * * 


A new songbook, offering hymns closer to "the existential experience of our 
day" than those in the denominational hymnbooks, has been published by the 
WCC Youth Department under the title New Hymns for a New Day. The volume 
contains two Freedom Songs from the U.S. and some of the better compositions 
of balladeers Sidney Carter and Geoffrey. Ainger of Great Britain as well as 
several selections from "Jazz in the Church" (Australia), The East Asia 
Christian Conference Hymnal, "Oekumenische Lideren" (Dutch), and the hymnal 
of the Youth Department, American Lutheran Church. 


* a * 


At a cordial meeting between the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras and the 
Governor of Istanbul, Mr. Veta Poyraz, on September 5, His All Holiness 

spoke of the concern of the World Council of Churches for the victims of the 
earthquake disaster in Eastern Turkey. The Patriarch gave the Governor 

a donation of 25,000 Turkish pounds ($2,787), of which 20,000 pounds was the 
gift of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and 5,000 pounds was his personal contri- 
bution. The Governor expressed his gratitude for this mark of solidarity. 


* * * 


A group of U.S. Catholic laymen popularly known as conservatives but pre- 
ferring to be called "radical Christians" has launched a new monthly magazine 
called Triumph, One of its four editors is L. Brent Bozell, a former senior 
staff member of the National Review which is edited by his brother-in-law, 
William Buckley. Bozell expressed dissatisfaction at the type of "dialogue" 
currently being aired in the'"liberal" Catholic press. He said the new maga-— 
zine was founded in "direct response to the request by the Holy Father for 
responsible dialogue". 


* * * 


A sign of improved relations between Yugoslavia and the Vatican is the opening 
of an exhibition on the Vatican Council in Subotnik, Yugoslavia. 


ie % % EPS, Geneva 
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special Report 
Two Important Ecumenical Meetings 


1.. FAITH AND ORDER GROUP 
MEETS IN USSR 


(Moscow) - For the second time in the history of the World Council of Churches 
one of its committees has met in the Soviet Union. In response to an invita-— 
“tion from the Russian Orthodox Church, the working group of the Committee on 
Faith and Order convened at the Sergius Monastery in Zagorsk near here in 
early September. 


It will be recalled that the WCC Executive Committee met in Odessa in February 


1964. 


Presiding over sessions of the Faith and Order working group was its chair- 
man Bishop Oliver Tomkins of Bristol, England. Participants included Dr. 
Kristen-Ejnar Skydsgaard of coeulingane Lutheran observer to the YTatican 
Council, and Methodist theologian Dr. Albert Outler of Dalles, Texas (USA). 


Cooperation with Roman Catholic theologians will be intensified, the group 

agreed. Rome will again be invited to send official observers to the next 
meeting of the whole Committee on Faith and Order in Bristol, England, from 
July 31 to August 8, 1967. 


All member churches of the World Counoil that contemplate union with other 
churches will be invited to a conference in Geneva next spring, it was 
decided. 


In an effort to fix a common date for Haster, a questionnaire will be sent 
from Geneva to all member bodies, seeking information on current practices. 


The group meeting in Zagorsk sought to gain an over-all view of the work 
being done by 14 sub-committees on Faith and Order. These have been discus-— 
sing the problem of mixed marriage, the current theological ferment within 
the Church, and the role of the minister. 


A summary report on questions of New Testament exegesis, patristic and 
eucharistic, will be made by the Committee to the Fourth Assembly of the 
WCC in Uppsala in 1968. 


Participants in the working group had an opportunity to visit seminaries and 
churches in Leningrad, Tallinn, Kiev and Lvov (in me Ukraine ) upon the 
completion of their meeting. 


For the first time in the history of. the kien losiaat academy in Leningrad, 

a service of Holy Communion was celebrated in the Anglican manner. Bishop 
Tomkins conducted the, service in the presence of professors and students. 

The WCC visitors were also present for the opening exercises of the academic 
year, and-were able to talk with professors and students on theological topics. 


Those who attended services in the Russian Orthodox and Baptist churches in 
Kiev and Lvov found them filled to capacity as a rule. This group also 
visited the monastery at Potchaiev near Lvov, which continues to be used 
as a monastery with some 30 monks in attendance. 


Commenting on the holding of this meeting in the USSR, Dr. Lukas Vischer, 
director of the Division of Faith and Order, stated: "Contacts with the 
Russian Orthodox Church have increased considerably during recent years, and 
the working group noted many instances of readiness to participate actively 
and constructively in the ecumenical movement." 


The meetings showed, he said, how important it is, particularly for the 
younger generation, to have contact with world-wide php hoe iet developments 
Bodo fruitful for both sides such Vas Lis can bes 
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2. STUDIES DIVISION FOCUSES 
ON CHURCH IN THE WORLD 


(Oxford, England) - The radical questioning of traditional approaches to 
social ethics and theology, which is currently taking place in many quarters, 
was discussed at the annual meeting of the WCC Division of Studies held in 
Mansfield College, September 7-9. 


Various facets of the problem were reflected in reports brought to the group 
from the recent World Conference on Church and Society, from the departments 
on Studies in Evangelism, Religious Liberty, Missionary Studies, and from the 
Secretariat on Faith and Order. 


"Today's Christians have to make ethical decisions in the context of world 
social revolution", said Paul Abrecht, executive secretary of the Department 
on Church and Society. "They are faced with the responsible use of power; 
and for some Christians participation in revolution seems the only 'respon- 
sible! move since they see no other way to change existing social structures." 


Youth and others in the younger nations who are more committed to action 
than to study become impatient with plodding reflection. However, all 
Christians must continue to seek for the cultural and spiritual bases of a 
new world society, he said. 


Different understandings of the missionary's role, the evangelistic task of 
Christian congregations, and the role of theology itself are other subjects’ 
which require additional attention from those concerned for Christian unity. 


The Divisional Committee responded to these developments by calling for more 
intense cooperation of various departments in the division, both in prepara~ 
tion for the Fourth Assembly of the WCC and in pursuing current studies« 


It was observed that theological divisions cut across traditional ecclesias- 
tical divisions. All churches are experiencing challenges to authority, to 
church discipline, and to customary patterns of church life. 


The Secretariat for Faith and Order was encouraged to pursue with vigour its 
study on "Creation, New Creation and the Unity of the Church", This deals 
with the relationship between the Church and the world, an area of consider- 
able disagreement which threatens to produce what might be called an ecumeni- 
cal schism - a disaffection with the institutional churches on the part of 
large numbers of Christians in all confessions. 


The chairman of the division, Principal John Marsh, noted the convergence of 
the work of the division's departments. He felt that the Faith and Order 
concern with church unity, the Church and Society involvement in the problems 
of social responsibility, and the missionary thrust of the churches are all 
focusing on the witness of the one Church to the whole world. 

. EPS, Geneva 
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UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA TAKES 
FIRST STEP IN UNION WITH ANGLICANS 


(Waterloo, Ont., Canada) - The A4o0o-member General Council of the United 
Church of Canada agreed on September 11 to accept the Principles of Union 
as "a working document upon which to proceed in negotiating with the 
Anglican Church." 


Outright endorsement of the principles was rejected when the commissioners 
failed to agree on a number of basic points. 


The Principles of Union is a document prepared by a joint committee of the 
two churches. 


Archbishop Arthur Michael Ramsey of Canterbury said he joins Christians 
all over the world in thanking God for the United Church!s action. 


Pointing out that this action was "only a beginning", the Anglican leader 
said: "Now some years will be spent by the two churches in hammering out 
together the practical implications of the principles." He expressed 
certainty that faith and love would overcome the difficulties arising 

in the union of episcopal and conciliar churches. 


The United Church of Canada, formed in 1924 through:a union of Methodist 
and Congregational churches as well as some Presbyterians, is the largest 
Protestant denomination in Canada with about 4 million members. 


In additional actions the General Council voted: 


to accept into union the Canada Conference of the Evangelical 
United Brethren in the U.5Se;5 


to ask the Vatican to intercede on behalf of Protestant missionaries 
in Portuguese Angola; 


‘to call on the Canadian ped tia to oppose further escalation of 
the Vietnam war and to.ask both sides to stop the use of "those tactics 
and weapons which cause indiscriminate mutilation, death and 
destruction" s ah a rian 


to call for recognition of the Communist Chinese government buahin5? 
its admittance to United Nations membership; 


to back deposition of the white government of Ian Smith in Rhodesia 
- by force if necessary 3; 


to ask the government to permit therapeutic abortion where the 
mother's health was endangered. _ > BPS, Geneva 


FIRST ISSUE OF BRAZILIAN CHRISTIAN 
REVIEW IS OFF THE PRESS 
(Rio de Janeiro) + The first issue of a new bimonthly review titled "Paz e 


Terra", a joint effort of Protestants and Catholics in Brazil, is having 
a good reception in cultural circles. 


Under the subtitle "ecumenics and humanism, encounter and dialogue", the 
journal seeks to discuss the fundamental problems of our time, 


The first issue presents a dialogue between various types of humanism. 
Writers include the Catholic leader Alceu Amoroso Lima, Father Henrique Vaz, 
Jean Lacroix, Paul Lehmann, Michel Verret, Richard Shaull and Martin Luther 
King. The review is printed by a secular publishing house, also known as 
Paz e Terra, which will print books as well. EPS, Geneva 


Ar ye 
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RESTRICTIVE RHODESIAN LAWS 
CRITICISED BY ANGLICAN BISHOP 


(Salisbury, Rhodesia) - Current legislation in Rhodesia under which 
people could be arrested and held without trial was condemned by the 
Bishop of Mashonaland, the Rt. Rev. Cecil Alderson. 


In giving the charge to his Diocesan Synod in Salisbury Cathedral on 
September 15, he reminded clergy and laity that Rhodesia had been 
dedicated publicly to be a/Christian civilisation. 


"Oar Government and the party in power proclaim Christian ideals for the 
Government, statecraft and the conduct of the multi-racial society se" 
he said. 


Christians ought to be in the front line proclaiming "what our Christian 
standards are - the primary principles of justice, mercy, reconciliation, 
forgiveness and love without respect of persons," he said. Governments, 
bills, parties, slogans and shibboleths should be tested by these 
standards, he contended. 


"The dangers are plain when public servants, with Parliamentary protection, 
oan allege that they know of grave moral and political offenses in 
citizens and yet have made no attempt to bring them to the justice of the 
courts," stated Bishop Alderson, 


The Bishop agreed that there were times when desperate situations required 
desperate remedies. "But the immense control of others given today by 

3; law calls 'the opinion.of the Minister' is a desperate remedy capable 
of terrible abuse." EPS, Geneva 


WCC CONSULTATION URGES RETHINKING 
OF MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


(Geneva) - "Education for Ministry" was the theme of a consultation of 
theological teachers, church administrators, ministers and laymen from 
12 European countries and 24 churches, held in Dunblane, Scotland, 
September 12-16. 


The consultation was part of a four-year study on Patterns of Ministry 
and Theological Education being conducted by the World Council of Churches. 
Additional meetings are planned in North America and Asia. 


Participants same from such. places as Athens, Madrid, Pragie Forniosa ang: 
Iatanbul and included’'Gréek Orthodox theologians as well as Anglicans and 
representatives. from many Protestant churches. There were also two 

Roman Catholic observers. One of these, the Augustinian theologian 
Father Gregory Baum of Toronto, Canada, spoke on the subject "The 
Challenge of Ecumenism", together with Professor J.K.S. Reid of Aberdeen 
University. 


The need for a flexible approach to the training of: ministers in the 
modern world was stressed by'a German Lutheran pastor, a Reformed 
professor from Holland and the former principal of a theological college 
in Formosae A lecturer on the Faculty of Technology at Manchester 
University pointed out the lessons to be drawn from vocational training 
in his own field of textile technology regarding the choice of subjects 


for theological education. (more) 
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Can a university provide an adequate vocational education for the 
ordained ministry?" asks the report of one of four working groups into 
which the Consultation was divided. The answer: "yes, provided that 
stress is laid primarily not on mere facts and information but on the 
posing and exploring of real questions. The fact that ordinands and 
laymen study theology together will be seen by many to be an advantage,” 
the report adds. 


A second working-group on "Learning in Community" stressed the need to 
find ways of developing "a deeper community" for those engaged in 
theological education, offering "a fuller exploration of Christian life” 
and marked by the interaction of worship and work. "Such a Christian 
learning community can never be merely a useful expedient," the report 
goes on, "but must depend for its existence on the gift of the koinonia 
of the Holy Spirit.” 


-The need for a diversified ministry - and therefore for a diversified 
education - was stressed by a third group in its report. 


The fourth group, considering "The Theological Basis", reminded 
participants that the theological education of ministers must be seen. 
in the wider context of the "education of the people of God as a whole". 
All members of the Church must be enabled (1) "to live in Christian 
faith and obedience in the world of contemporary society, professional 
life and family" and (2) "to participate in the whole movement of 
theological thinking, and to share effectively with the preacher and 
teacher in the Church's ministry", 


In light of this consideration, the minister's education "should be so 
struetured that it becomes possible to make contacts with the forces 
shaping our contemporary world", the report says. Education for teamwork 
and training in group methods were termed "indispensable". 


The findings of the Dunblane consultation will be made available to groups 
in other parts of the world who are studying the same subject, according 
to the Rev.-Steven G. Mackie , executive secretary of the study. Final. 
recommendations will be assembled at a world consultation in the summer 
of 1967, and these will go to the Fourth Assembly in 1968. EPS, Geneva 

? 


NEW U.S. STUDENT MOVEMENT 
ASSOCIATES PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC AND ORTHODOX 


(Chicago) - Protestant, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 
college students in the United States have formed a new national 
organisation known as the University Christian Movement. 


It succeeds the National Student Christian Federation, which was voted 
out of existence by delegates attending its eighth annual General 


Assembly on the campus of McCormick Theological Seminary in early 
September. Pipl, ; 


The new movement, like NSCF, will be officiallyidentified as a "related . 
movement" of the National Council of Churches. However, it will be 
autonomous in its legislative and decision-making powers. é 


In forming the new body, delegates to NSCF were joined by officers of 
the following groups: National Federation of Catholic College Students 
(students in Catholic Colleges and Universities); National Newman 


(more) 
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Student Federation (Catholics on secular campuses); Campus Commission 
of the Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas. The 
Young Friends of North America, a Quaker group formerly "related" to 
NSCF, became a full member of the new organisation. The National 
Student YMCA retains a "related" status. 


The UCM hopes to continue as the World Student Christian Federation 
member for the U.S. It also voted to seek membership in Pax Romana 
International, 


Membership in UCM will be open to local and regional groups that are 
religiously orientated, even though their national organisations may 
not belong. It is estimated that the UCM will have a membership of 
400,000. 


Protestant groups which participated in formation of the new organisation 
included: Baptist Student Movement, Lutheran Student Association of 
America, Methodist Student Movement, National Canterbury Committee 
(Episcopal), United Campus Christian Fellowship (Disciples, United 
Presbyterian, Evangelical United Brethren, Moravian, United Church of 
Christ), Westminsters Fellowship (Presbyterian U.S); and National 
Student Council of the YWCA. 


"What we have done here «ee is only to anticipate a movement," David 
Robinson, outgoing president of NSCF, reminded the assembly. "We have 
taken a structure which prevented movement in the fullest sense and 
replaced it with a framework that can enable a rich involvement in. the 
life of the university and the world. But this will happen only after 
careful nourishing of local growth. We live fully when we are rooted in 
the local," 


Those seeking an explanation for the switch in structures found a clue. 
in the words of -Leonard Clough, general secretary of NSCF and UCM. He 
described the current university scene in these words: 

"Demonstrations at Berkeley, voter registration drives, Vistnam protests, 
the Peace Corps and VISTA (the domestic peace corps) ee» teach-ins, UN 
demonstrations, +». decreasing attendance at traditional campus religious 
centers, little loyalty to organisation, suspicion of bureaucracies, 
short-term occupational commitments .+- these are part of the montage 
which might be titled !The University Scene 1966!," 


The mood, it was felt, called for new ways to maintain Christian 

presence in the academic world. Those who did the spadework for the 

UCM were aware that on campuses all across the country interdenominational 
and broadly ecumenical groups have sprung up around specific concerns. 


The Articles of Operation, approved after two days of intensive debate, 
were designed to provide a "flexible and relatively uncomplicated structure 
through which the new relationships could be explored," according to 

Leon Howell, NSCF secretary for study resources and publications. 


The articles provide for an annual assembly, which will be more a forum 
than a business meeting. All interested persons can attend. Officers 
will be elected by the assembly with each national group having five 
votes, regional groups, three, and local groups two votes. Final 
authority will rest with a general committee of about 45 members, most 
of whom are students. At least one-sixth will be students from outside 
the U.S. New officers will include five vice-presidents who will 
represent the different regions. 

(more) 
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The officers are as follows: President - Charlotte Bunch, 1966 graduate 
of Duke University, North Carolina, who had been vice-president of 

NSCF and attended the World Gonfezence on Church ard Society in Geneva. 
Administrative Vice-President/- Feliciano Carino of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, formerly president of the Philippine SCM. Vice-presidents - 
Donald B. Steffa, Union Theological Seminary, New York; Mrs. Jill Hutlin, 
Los Angeles, president of Methodist Student Movement; Pat Rollins of 
Dorchester, Massachusetts; Richard D. Smith, beens College, Topeka, 
Kansas; John Wilkins, University of Texas. Two major committees will be 
chaired by Roman Catholics ~ the committee on theological reflection and 
the political commission. Secretary - Tami Hultman. Treasurer - Ted Bennett. 


The elected staff of UCM includes Leonard Clough, Paul Schrading, Gerhard 
Elston, Henry Bucher and Leon Howell. EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN MISSION CONFERENCE HEARS 
APPEAL FOR COOPERATION WITH CATHOLICS 


(Berlin) - An appeal for Protestant missions and churches to enter into 
dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church concerning the theological bases 
for mission: work has been voiced by Professor J»s+H.W. Gensichen, professor 
of missions at Heidelberg University. 


He addressed the annual meeting of the Evangelical Mission Conference, 
which was attended by more than 150 delegates from the 49 missionary 
societies, associations, and institutes that are members of the son- 
ferences 


Speaking on "How are we to meet the challenge of the Catholic Church 
after the Second Vatican Council?" Professor Gensichen suggested practical 
cooperation in aed Africa and Latin America; including: joint efforts at 
evangelism. 


Professor Georg Vicedom of Neuendettelsau Church howdans said: "Mission 
work today can be carried out.only if there is far-reaching ecumenical 


planning and cooperation ~ an international pooling. of personnel and 
funds," 


A recommendation was made by the delegates that the Missionary Council, 
executive arm of the Conference, continue to foster good relations with ~- 
the Catholic Missionary Council and gradually to aim at actual rapprochement. 


In a press conference on the last day Dr. H.H. Harms, president of the 
Evangelical Missionary Council, stated that the Vatican Council has made 
it considerably easier to foster contacts with the Catholic Churéh on 
mission work. _ However, one must not indulge in romantic illusions, he 
Ssaide The next steps must be taken in all soberness. 


. EPS, Geneva 
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JOINT ACTION IN LATIN AMBRICA 
TO BE DISCUSSED 


(New York) - Hunger, poverty, misery and disease in Latin America have 
spurred Protestant and.Roman Catholic experts in the U.S. to consider 
the possibility of a joint strategy for the continent. 


When the 1967 Annual National Conference of the Catholic Inter-American 
Cooperation Program (CICOP) is held in Boston, Massachusetts on January 
26-28 an assembly session will be devoted to Protestants and Latin America, 
A joint workshop session will be entitled "A Discussion of Approaches for 
Joint Catholic-Protestant Programs of Inter-American Cooperation." 


This. increased ecumenical emphasis was worked out by Latin American 
representatives of the National Catholic Welfare Conference and the 
National Council of Churches in a series of planning meetings held at 
National Council headquarters here. 


A joint statement issued by the Rev. Louis M. Colonnese of NCWC and the 
Rev. Dana S. Green of the NCC said in part: 


"It would be far less than just to approach the awesome challenge of Latin 
America with anything short of the revitalized spirit of ecumenism that 
characterises our present day -.. Concrete threats to human survival 
demand an ecumenical dialogue firmly rooted in Christian love. 


"Our primary concern must he that the new social structures being formed 
in Latin America be inspired by our Christian heritage, lest we fail in 
our joint responsibility to give Christian witness amid this struggle for 
life and dignity," the statement said. 

EPS, Geneva 


YMCA FARM SCHOOL DEDICATED 
BY PRESIDENT OF TANZANIA 


(Moshi, Tanzania) - President Nyerere was given a warm welcome by the 
people of Kilimanjaro when he arrived to open the new YMCA Farm School 
at Marangu near here. 


During the historic ceremony the President congratulated the Tanzania 
YMCA for this important contribution to nation-building. He also thanked 
the overseas agencies whose generosity made the new school possible. 


The Farm School was built primarily with money from Christian Aid in 
Britain, which is also financing the first five years of its operation, 
The principal of the school, Mr. Eckard Stache, comes from West Germany. 


Thirty young men enrolled in the first course which provides, in addition 
to farming techniques, training in crafts such as carpentry and building. 
The school will help its graduates settle on a piane of land and produce 

a cash crop for the local market. Assistance will also be given in 
cooperative and markéting techniques. 


Buildings and equipnent at the school have been designed so that twice 
the present number of students can be accommodated at a later date. It 
is hoped eventually to offer training to girls. 

EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN 'PRESENCE" IN AFRICAN UNIVERSITIES 
DISCUSSED AT WSCF/AACC CONSULTATION 


(Accra, Ghana) ~ The number of Africans studying abroad will increase by 
300 per cent in the next 10 years, and the student population within 
Africa will rise more than six and a half times, 


This was the estimate presented to delegates: of churces, Student Christian 
Movements, and universities in Africa who met at the University of Ghana 
at Legon on September 1 —- 7. 


They were joined by representatives from European and North American 
mission boards, the World Council of Churches and the World YMCA and 

YWCA for a consultation sponsored by the All Africa Conference of Churches 
and the World Student Christian Federation. 


Purpose of the consultation was to elaborate an ecumenical strategy for 
the Christian community in the universities of Africa. Twenty—two 
African nations were represented. 


In light of the UNESCO figures on increasing numbers of students foreseen 
in the next decade, the delegates recommended that a detailed five-year 
development plan be prepared for the Christian community in the African 
universities. It was also urged that mission boards, in response to 
requests for assistance in university Christian work projects, channel 
their funds and personnel through the WSCF whenever possible in order to 
demonstrate ecumenical solidarity. 


Bible studies on the meaning of "presence" were led by the Rev. Adeolu 
Adegbola, principal of Immanuel College, Ibadan, Nigeria. The meeting 
also heard an address by Prof. George Auger of the International Catholic 
Education Office who is director of the Institute of Hducation at the 
University of Rwanda. EPS, Geneva 


PRAYERS OF CONTRITION OFFERED 
FOR BEATING OF NEGRO CHILDREN 


(Grenada, Mississippi) - More than half the 500 worshippers at the 
Methodist Church here - in response to a call from the minister - 
came before the alter to kneel and pray forgiveness for the beating 
of Negro school children by white mobs on September 12 and 13. 


In his sermon the Rev. C.B. Burt had lashed out at the "bestiality" of 
white adults who had beaten Negro children with axe handles, chains’ and 
metal pipes when they sought to enter the newly desegregated school. 


The minister said he did not suspect that any members of his congregation 
had taken part in the violence. But he wanted them to ask themselves 
whether they had done enough to forestall the "brutality" of the previous 
week, 


In the congregation were the Grenada City Manager, J«E. McHachin, who 
has resigned under fire from extremist ekements for his moderate stand 
on civil rights, and the prosecuting attorney, Bradford Dye, who is 
under similar attack but refuses to resign. No one walked out of the 
service in protest. 


EPS, Geneva 
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COLOMBIAN CARDINAL CLOSES 
CATHOLIC WEEKLY 


(Bogota, Colombia) - Luis Cardinal Concha Cordoba of Bogota ordered the 
unprecedented closing of Colombia's most authoritative and important 
Catholic, paper, "Hl Catolicismo" on September 8. 


A communication from the cardinal received at the weekly's editorial 
offices also demanded the resignation of its two directors, Fathers 
Mario Revollo Bravo and Hernan Jimenez Arango. 


(A later report, dated September 14, announced that publication of 
the paper is to be resumed under a new editor.) 


Cardinal Concha, editor of the paper during the 1920s, accused the paper 
of causing "real evil" among the Catholics of the country, md added that 
it was "growing increasingly improper”. 


"It is clear," the prelate told the priest-editors, "that the ideological 
Orientation which you have given to the newspaper recently has grown 
increasingly improper, end as archbishop I feel it my duty to intervene." 


Noted for its progressive content and its eagerness to apply the teachings 
of the Second Vatican Council, the paper has been part of a sharp division 
splitting the Colombian Church. 


Explicit in its commentaries on what it believes to be the Church's 
shortcomings El Catolicismo criticized the cardinal!s recent visit to 
Colombia's President Carlos Lleras Restrepo. 


Neither the cardinal nor the president has made any move to revise the 
Concha Law, one of the matters dividing Catholics here. The law, drawn up 
by the cardinal's father while serving as ambassador to the Holy See, 
demands that Catholics who marry outside the Church be reported to Church 
authorities by the official performing the marriage. Formal excommunication 
follows. 


(Late reports indicate that ‘Cardinal Concha Cordoba will send in his 
resignation when he becomes 75 in November.) 
EPS, Geneva 


INDIAN LEADERS ADDRESS YWCA 
MEMBERSHIP CONFERENCE 


(New Delhi) - The search for peace was the overriding concern of 60 

YwCA members and staff from 20 countries on all continents who attended 
the World YWCA Membership Conference here from August 30 to September 10. 
Primarily educational rather than legislative, the conference is one of 
a series intended for younger members. 


Delegates were honored by a visit from Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 


She said that the ideal of building up a prosperous and healthy nation 
should be as exciting for the youth of today as winning freedom was for 
her in her student days. Warning that the growing disparity between rich 
and poor nations was a dangerous phenomenon, Mrs. Gandhi said that inter- 
national economic cooperation should not be purely politically motivated 
but should have the welfare of the people at heart. 


The war against ignorance was proposed as "a better object for one's 
passion to fight than a living enemy" by Mrs. Muriel Wasi of the National 
, (more) 
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Council of Educational Research. And another distinguished speaker, 
Mr. Ashok Mehta, Minister of Planning, stressed the need to preserve 
human values in the process of economic development. 


In small groups the participants studied what the Bible-has to say about 
peace, and in experimental workshops they tried to discover the values of 
other cultures. The religious art and architecture of the Christian, 

the Hindu, the Buddhist and the Muslim were used as source materials. 


The right to education was seen as basic in the pursuit of peace. There- 
fore the conference recommended that the YWCA should attempt to extend 
opportunities for the following: vocational training, work with school 
drop-outs, and illiterate women. 


The impact of science was also noted. In the developing countries a more 
scientific and’ rational approach i8 needed if. women are to progress, 
delegates said. In other parts of the world the impact of science on 
society calls for a re~examination of values. EPS, Geneva 


GROUP CF SPANISH PRIESTS CIRCULATES 
DOCUMENT CRITICAL OF THE HIERARCHY 


(Madrid) - A meeting planned for September 15 under the name "Operation 
Moses" was reported canceled as a result of condemnation by the Secretariat 
of the Spanish Episcopate. The initiative had been taken by a group of 
Catholic priests in Spain who wanted to obtain ratification for a 

document they had drawn up for presentation to the Holy See and to the 
Episcopal Commissions all over Europe. Some 4,000 signatures had already 
been obtained according to press reports. 


This document accuses the ecclesiastical hierarchy in Spain of collusion 
with the State, and of refusing to apply the decisions taken by the 
Vatican Council. It demands the separation of Church and State "even if 
this request seems revolutionary for us Spaniards". Also it condemns: all 
the privileges granted by the State to the clergy and ecclesiastical 
institutions, including government subsidies. 


Spanish Bishops are urged "to state clearly and unequivocally that they 
support the Council and the Church in its present concern.for the Gospel" 
Otherwise "many of us will sink into despair and many Spaniards will lose 
their faith." 


The identity of the leaders of "Operation Moses" is not known. "It was 
essential to keep it secret iin order to avoid reprisals'one of the 
organisers explained to a reporter for the French paper "Le Monde", 

EPS, Geneva 
GERMAN CHURCHES PLAN FOR REFORMATION OBSERVANCES 


(Berlin)-- Plans for celebrating the 450th anniversary of the Reformation are 
already being made although the occasion is more than a year away. 


During October 1967 a number of towns in the German Democratic Republic will 
hold parish celebrations prior to the national event. On October 30 an. 
ecumenical observance is planned in Wittenberg. Addresses will be given by 
Professor Kristen-hjner Skydsgaard of Copenhagen on "The Reformation as an 
Ecumenical Event" and by Professor Gustaf Wingren of Lund on "The Reform— 
ation and. Secularism." On Reformation Day Bishop Johannes Janicke will 


preach in the Schlosskirche and Bishop pt Ne gs Noth will conduct the. 
service in the Stadtkirche. 
EPS, Geneva 
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STIFF PUNISHMENT FOR ANTI-SEMITISM 
URGED BY INTER-FAITH GROUP 


(Berlin) - The German branch of the Council of Christians and Jews nad 
condemned "the increasing number of crimes of arson and threats to 
certain groups on political and anti-Semitic grounds" in a letter 
sent to the Ministers of Justice in the provinces of West Germany. 


In view of the "disastrous effects of such crimes," the Souncil has 
called on the Ministers of Justice "when judging the instigators of 
these crimes to exercise the right of depriving them of their honorary 
rights as citizens." 

EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX DEFINE ISSUES FOR 
ANGLICAN, OLD CATHOLIC DIALOGUES 


(Belgrade) —- During the finel week of their deliberations Orthodox 
theologians preparing for talks with Anglicans and Old Catholics 
summarised their findings. In addition to many points of agreement, 
there are some points of disagreement including the following: 


With the Old Catholics. Among the most important are the "Filioque" 

(a point of historic division between Eastern and Western Christendom as 

to whether the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father alone or from the 

Son also), the doctrine of the Church, Apostolic succession, the canonical 
validity of their respective orders, the sacraments. Also the teaching 

on the Eucharist, penitential discipline, marital status of bishops, 
Marriage and Holy Unction. 


With the Anglicans. The Filioque, veneration of the Mother of God and 
the saints, Apostolic succession veneration of ikons and relics, the 
independence of local churches, ecclesiastical customs, prayers for 

the departed and the validity of the Prayer Book. The proposed Anglican 
intercommunion with Old Catholics, Lutherans and Methodists makes more 
difficult Anglican-Orthodox union, it was held, 


The conclusions of the Belgrade conference were sent to the Ecunenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople, who will communicate them to alk Orthodox 
churches for further action. It is hoped that in one year's time the 
answers will be ready and the dialogue will become reality. 


Presiding over discussions at Belgrade were Metropolitan Emilianos, 
permanent representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch to the World 
Council of Churches, and Metropolitan Athenagoras of Thyateira (see 
EPs No. 29). 


EPS,Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Géneral Assembly of Bishops in Greece has rejected a governmental 
bill aimed at. re-organising the Greek Orthodox Church. The bill dealt 
with the election cf Bishops and their transferance from one diocese to 
anothers; also with the administration of church property and funds. 


* %* * 
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Pifteen hundred Moscow music lovers had a rare treat recently when 
liturgical music from the Russian Orthodox past was performed in the 
Great Hall of the Moscow Conservatory. According to the New York Times, 
the 40 men of the Russian Republic Choir sang "Glory Be to Him on High", 
a canonic work from a Christmas oratoric, plus selections from medieval 
church tradition. Of the composers who were identified only one, Dmitro 
Bortnyansky, a late 18th-century composer, sounded familiar to today's 
Russian concertgoers. 


cae YY * 


Students from 10 countries of Africa and Asia are participating in the 
five-month course for writers and broadcasters now taking place at the 
new centre in Nairobi set up by the All Africa Conference of Churches. 
Six different churches are represented in the group. 


* * * 


Representatives of the Holy Synod last month laid the cornerstone for a 
Greek Orthodox theological academy to be known as Belmont Seminary. 
Situated near Tripoli in Lebanon, the building was made possible through 

a donation to the Church of Antioch by the late Archbishop Antony Bashir 

of New York. Courses are due to start in October 1967. A high school 

had been operated at this site and it was enlarged to include a theological 
academy. 


* LAWS 


Dutch Lutherans celebrated the 400th anniversary of the organised life of 
their Church in early September. This was the first Lutheran Church in 
the world to be constituted entirely free of state ties. In 1566 Belgium 
was part of the Netherlands, and the Lutheran congregation officially 
founded in that year was actually located in Antwerp; but persecution by 
Spanish rulers drove the community to Amsterdam in the 1580's. Highlight 
of the jubilee observance was a commemorative service on the anniversary 
date, September 2, in the Old Lutheran church in-Amsterdam. 


* * * 


The work in Burma of the British and Foreign Bible Society is being taken 
over by the recently organized Bible Society of Burma. U Hla Bu , 
distinguished Baptist Burmese scholar, was named chairman of the new 
society. Its council of management, which is made up entirely of nationals, 


includes scholars, pastors, and the general secretary of the Burma Baptist 
Convention, Aye Mya Kyam. 


A aie 


Spanish liberal Catholic magazines which have criticised the Government 

and the Church hierarchy become subject to the Press Law, according to a 
government decree published in Madrid the second week in September. The 
decree, signed by General Franco, states that only official publications 

of the Catholic Church are exempt from the Press Law. It means that other 
Catholic publications will be subject to fines and their directors liable 

to prison sentences if found guilty of abusing the new law. For the second 


time the youth magazine Signo was confiscated by the Ministry of Information. 
No reason was given. 


cae tx NR 
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The Protestant church of Hessen and Nassau plans to contribute DM 150,000 
($37,875) toward the construction of the International Academy in 
Rotterdam. Two groups of the "Aktion Suehnezeichen" have helped in 
building the academy, which is to be used for inter-confessional meetings 
between Dutch and Germans, A third group of volunteers will work for at 
least six months. 


> ae * 


-A proposal to change the age for confirmation to fourteen, has been made 
by the chairman of the Italian Bishops! Conference and patriarch of Venice, 
Cardinal Giovanni Urbani. He made the suggestion to 700 Italian priests 
during a week for pastoral aggiornamento in Rome. 


* % * 


In an article addressed to the Flemish section of Belgium, Pastor Pichal, 
president of the Evangelical Protestant Church of Belgium who is Flemish 
himself, warns against the excesses of anti-Wallon extremists. He recalls 
that the Flemish themselves are historically responsible for the present 
linguistic situation and states that nothing justifies the accusation that 
Belgium is under Wallon domination. He asks all Flemish "not to treat 

a@ people who are their brothers pitilessly and unjustly.” 


* * * 


One of the three Vatican observers who will attend the East Asia Christian 
Conference meeting in Hong Kong from October 26 to November 3 is Father 
Joseph J. Spae, CICM, director of the Oriens Institute for Religious 
Research in Tokyo. He was designated by Bishop Jan Willebrands, secretary 
of the Secretariat for Christian Unity. Father Spae will give one of the 
seven John R. Mott lectures on "The Church Confesses Its Faith". ; 


* * * 


The private school in Atlanta. Georgia (USA) which broke off formal ties 
with the Protestant Episcopal Church rather than integrate has announced 
that starting in 1967 it will accept Negro students. Early in 1963 Lovett 
School had refused to accept an application for the son of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. The new resolution adopted by the school's board states that 
future admissions will be based solely on individual scholastic ability. 


' * * * 


A veteran of inner-city church work, the Rt. Rey. Kilmer Myers, was elected 
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of California. He was chosen on the ninth 
ballot over 12 other candidates for the post formerly held by Bishop James 
A. Pike. Bishop Myers has been a vocal proponent of Christian participation 
in political and social affairs. He has been suffragan bishop of Michigan. 


* (ot ae hi 


Five Lutheran, Roman Catholic and Anglican church leaders in the state of 
Bihar, India, have joined in issuing a strong statement repudiating news- 
paper attacks on the patriotic loyalty of their church members. The acting 
head of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church signed the statement along 
with four bishops: three of the Roman Catholic Church and one of the Church 
of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon. The five, all Indians, are leaders 

of a Christian community of about 600,00 in the Chotanagpur tribal region 

of the state. They protested press attempts to depict Chotanagpur Christians 
as being in political sympathy with certain tribal people of northeastern 
India who are fighting for independence from the government of New Delhi, 
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Special Report 


EXTRACTS FROM AN INTERVIEW WITH 
SOVIET OFFICIAL FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 


(Geneva) = In one of the last Avngust numbersof the Moscow daily 
"Izvestia" the director of the State Department for Religious Affairs 
attached to the Soviet Council, Vladimir Kuriedov, answers "readers! 
questions” concerning el eetous between State and Church in the Soviet 
Union. In view of the importance of this article we quote extracts from 
it for the information of our readers. 


Kuriedov answers the following questions: 


/j. Are there many believers in the Soviet Union? How does Soviet law 


define the position of religious organisations, and how is their 
religious activity controlled? 


2. What attitude should be adopted towards the activity of certain new 
Baptist associations? 


5. To what extent are those comrades right who hold the view that the 
surest way of overcoming religious aberrations in people's minds is to 
restrict or forbid all religious organisations in the USSR? 


In reply to the first question, Kuriedov states that the number of 
believers in the USSR is unknown, "because no official register of 

soviet citizens is kept showing their attitude towards religion". There 
is "no official document containing information as to whether the person 
concerned believes in a religion or not". He draws attention to the laws 
stating that the Church is separated from the State and education from 
the Church, and all religious discrimination is strictly punished. 


He comments at some length on the two recent Decrees passed by the 
supreme Soviet of the USSR (see FPS, No. ys According to "Izvestia", 
the two Decrees "really show less stringéncy in the punishment to be 
meted out to those who for the first time have infringed the law concern- 
ing the separation of Church and State. On the other hand, citizens who 
have already appeared before the court of law (for the same reasons) are 
forced to shoulder greater responsibility". 


The actual text of Kuriedov's reply reads as follows: "Of course, in 
our country freedom of conscience does not mean what some religious 
persons abroad want it to mean, namely that the activity of religious 
associations must be unrestricted and that they can do anything they 
like - without regard for the legal ordinances of our country." The 
main point on which the law insists is that religion must restrict its 
activity to satisfying the religious needs of believers, without thereby 
infringing public order. 


"Religion must refrain from any form of attack upon the Ee erie and 
the rights of the citizen. It is forbidden by law to make use of a 
gathering of believers to oppose the interests of Soviet society, or to 
prevent the believers from fulfilling their duties as'’citizens or 
participating in the life of the state and of society. Furthermore all 
superstitious customs that are dangerous to health are contrary to 
Soviet law; so are all deceitful manipulations whose purpose is to 
awaken superstition," 

Concerning the duty of registration, to which all religious groups are 


bound to conform, the Article says: Hepa registration is in the interest 
(more) 
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of believers and also in the interest of the State. It is proof that 

the religious association has received an official permit, in the legal 
sensee For their part the organs of the state assume the protection 

of the rights of the believers who belong to this religious association", 
Registration of a religious group could be refused only "if its teaching 
or its cultic practices or any other actions infringe the law, or 
represent an attempt to exercise pressure upon the person and the eek 
of the citizen.” 


The majority of the clergy in the USSR, writes Kuriedov; "are 
endeavouring to keep the relevant laws, and to be loyal to all the 
measures taken by the Soviet Government in the sphere of domestic and 
foreign policy." In this connection the Government representative 
mentions "the contribution being made by the Russian Orthodox Church, 
with Patriarch Alexis at its head, gnd by the other Churchés in the 
Soviet Union, in the struggle for peace, in face of the menace of 
another world war." 


With regard to the activity of "certain new Baptist groups which have 
arisen" (concerning which many readers of "ILuvestia" including Christians 
have expressed their "indignation"), Kuricdov says: 


"As is well known, there is a Church of Evangelical Christian-Baptists 
in the USSR whose central body is called 'The Association of Evangelical 
Christian Baptists! in Moscow. Some time ago a so-called 'initiative- 
group! was formed within this organisation which opposed the leadership. 
of the Association and tried to dissolve it. (See also EPS No. 28), 

The slogans’of this 'initiative-group! were absolutely clear and 
unequivocal. 


They demanded the abolition of the Soviet laws concerning religious 
worship, which they described as 'satanic!. They called for unrestricted 
freedom to propagate religion not only in churches but also on the street 
and in public places, parks, etc. Also they demanded that atheist 
education in the schools be stopped. 


This group did not succeed in winning the support of the masses of 
believers, and was supported by only 5 per cent of the Baptists. It 

then took the name 'initiative-group! and later assumed the title 
‘Organising Committee for Convening a United Congressof Evangolical- 
Christian Baptists!. Under this name it became independent and proclaimed 
itself the spiritual centre of all the Baptists. It urged the Govern-- 
ment to recognise it, instead of the Evangelical-Baptist centre. 

Whether this illegal request reflects ignorance or shamelessness is 
difficult to say. The members themselves must decide who is to be 
responsible for the leadership of a religious organisation. 


After its audacious attempt to take over the leadership of the whole 
Evangelical-Baptist organisation had failed, the apostates began an 
organiséd struggle against the Soviet legislation concerning religious 
worship. In pamphlets, letters and all sorts of writings they published 
slanderous attacks on the Soviet state and its policy with regard to 
religion. They distorted the meaning of the laws concerning religious 
worship, and urged believers not to obey them. The 'initiative-groups! 
even went so far as to organise processions in the streets of some 
towns, to hold prayer~meetings in public places (such as parks), and to 
give religious instruction to children ~ thus infringing the legal 


ordinances. (more) 
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When it was pointed out to them that their action was illegal, the 
Baptist groups nevertheless continued their activities. It is therefore 
not surprising, concludes Kuriedov, that some of them had to answer for 


what they did. 


The overwhelming majority of Baptists are honourable Soviet citizens. 
Owing to ignorance some of them were drawn into these illegal practices, 
contrary to the legislation concerning religious worship.. The best 
attitude to take now is to,teach them patiently that they can satisfy 
their religious needs, because the State guarantees them religious 

freedom and grants them the necessary protection. They will then realise 
that it is unnecessary to create a second Baptist Centre. Many have 
already recognised this and have returned to their former church-leaders." 


Lastly,in reply to the third question, Kuriedov expressly repudiates 

all forms of open compulsion in order to combat religion. "It has been 
known for a long time that all forms of prohibition or administrative 
pressure, as weapons against religious ideology, are ineffective”, 
continues Kuriedov. "Atheist convictions (or any other convictions) 
cannot be forced on anyone, either through decrees or through other 
administrative methods." He quotes Engels and especially Lenin, who 
advocated atheist propaganda on a scientific basis and refused to offend 
religion. The resolutions of the Communist Party and of the Government 
also point out extremely clearly that administrative measures are in- 
admissible in the ideological struggle against religion. "The Marxist- 
Leninist concept of the nature of religious ideology is the basis of the 
policy of the Soviet State in religious matters. It’forms the basis of 
the Soviet legislation concerning religious liberty ... As long as the 
activity of a religious organisation remains within the limits set by 
Soviet legislation, it can exist, so Iong as the believers continue to 
belong to it." 


Mr. Kuriedov, who had previously complained that the Western press often 
gives a false picture of Soviet life and especially distorts the meaning 
of the two religious decrees of April 1966, noted at one point in the 
"Tagvestia"article that several foreign ecclesiastical publications, 
particularly the Ecumenical Press Service, had showed praiseworthy 
objectivity in reporting the decrees. 

EPS, Geneva 
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HALT ATOMIC WEAPONS SPREAD, 
NEW U.S». GROUP URGES 


(New York) - The spreading of atomic weapons represents a greater 
danger to America's security than the war in Vietnam, according to a 
public statement and a letter sent to President Johnson by the naowly 
formed ad hoc Educational Committee to Halt Atomic Weapons Spread. 


Chairman of the group is Dr. Arthur Larson of Duke University, one of 

the eight presidents of the recent World Conference on Church and Society. 
A number of religicus leaders joined in signing the statement. They 
included Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary-elect; Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, chairman of the WCC Central Committee; Dr. John C. Bennett; 

Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg; Dr. Stephen J. England; Bishop Ruben H. Mueller; 

Dr. Ganse Little; Bishop Richard C. Raines. 


The statement urged President Johnson not to share atomic weapons or 
"know-how! with West Germany or any other non-nuclear power, and to sign 
a non-proliferation treaty with Russia. 


It called on the U.S. to name a top-level delegation to meet with ranking 
Soviet diplomats "at a time and place of mutual choice" to seek early 
agreement on a treaty. a We EPS, Geneva 


REMARRIAGE OF DIVORCED PERSONS 
SUGGESTED BY CAMBRIDGH CANON 


(Cambridge) ~ A call for an end to-the "double think" in the Church of 
England about divorce and remarriage, and a suggestion that people should 
be remarried in church were made by Canon toe Montefiore, Vicar of Great 
St. Mary's Church, the university church, - 


He said: "I suggest that in suitable cases, remarriage be permitted in 
England's parish churches, with the same service as we have now, with a 
prayer admitting failure in the past, praying for forgiveness, and asking 
for future blessing." 


He also claimed that there should be no double standard for laity and 
clergy. 


In the first'of two lectures in Chelmsford Cathedral, Canon Montefiore 
stated: "The Church of. England must make up its ae whether marriage 
is indisscluble, in which case it ought to regard all civil remarriage 
as absolutely null and void and all remarried persons as merely cohabit- 
ing: or it ought to accept that there are cases in which remarriage is 
right and proper, and in that case, it ought to permit remarriage in 


church and give Peoute. all the blessing and means of grace they so badly 
need." 


In countries where remarriage in church was permitted under proper 
safeguards, the divorce rate had: not: Wee tis aah ate the CU standards 
had not..been lowered, he said.: 


EPS, Geneva 


No. 31 ~ 29th September, 1966 3 


SECRETARIAT FOR WORLD POVERTY 
PROMISED IN VATICAN NEWSPAPER 


(Vatican City) - The provisional committee named by Pope Paul to implement 
the organization of a secretariat for the lay apostolate will also be 
charged with setting up an office to deal with problems of world poverty 
and development. 


An unsigned but authoritative article in "L'Osservatore Romano" has 
reassured those who feared that the latter organization would be lost 
in implementing the recommendations of the Second Vatican Council. 


The article makes a point of the fact that the provisional committee, to 
be headed by Cardinal Roy, is to study the establishment of "two" offices. 


(Cardinal Roy recently visited the World Council of Churches and discussed 
with its leaders WCC activities in this area). 


The title chosen for the committee, according to the Vatican City daily, 
is "Committee for the Implementation of Article 26 of the Decree on the 
Lay Apostolate and of Article 90 of the Constitution on the:Church in the 
Modern World". 


Article 90 states that the Council "regards it as most opportune that an 
organism of the Universal Church be set up in order that both justice and 
the love of Christ for the poor might be developed everywhere. The role 

of such an organism would be to stimulate the Catholic community to promote 
progress in needy regions and international social justice." EPS, Geneva 


WCC EXECUTIVE, CATHOLIC CARDINAL 
RECEIVE GERMAN PEACE PRIZE 


(Geneva) - The Peace Prize given by the Booksellers and Publishers 
Association of the German Federal Republic has been awarded to Augustin 
Cardinal Bea and Dr« W.Ae Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Since the prize was initiated in 1950, it has been bestowed on such notable 
figures as Martin Buber, Karl Jaspers, Paul Tillich and Sarvepalli 
Radakrishnan. 


The awards were presented at the Frankfurt Book Exhibition on September 25 
in the presence of the President of the West German Republic. 


In making the award Friedrich Georgi of the publishers association stated: 
"These two men are representative of the desire for mutual understanding 
between Christians of all confessions. Their efforts offer great hope 

for all people of good will.” 


The citation given the prize-winners reads: "You have interpreted your 

own efforts for Christian unity as a means of promoting world peace, and 
have thus become pioneers of peace among mankind. This tribute is intended 
as an encouragement to all who are striving for peace between religions, 
ideologies and peoples on the basis of mutual respect." 


The word peace was used in the Old: Testament sense of "shalom" - as an 
"expression of God's plan to redeem his people," said Professor Paul Mikat, 
Minister of Culture for North Rhine-Westphalia. "To have peace or to wish 


someone peaco nuecans, first of all,having peace with God, being under God's 


blessing," he said in the main address of the day. . 
: MOTC eae 
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Peace also carries the New Testament connotation of "eirene", which 
means the salvation "brought by the Saviour of the world". 


"Insofar as peace is promoted by active effort, by reconciling individuals 
and nations, it unites men in their relation to God," stated the Minister 
of Culture. 


The writings of both the prize-winners, said Professor Mikat,constantly 
refer to prayer as a means of attaining this peace, and "as a visible 
sign of the unity which already exists". 


In accepting the award Dr. Visser 't Hooft stated: "The ecumenical 
movement is occupied not merely with affairs within the churches; it is 
also an expression of Christian responsibility for the world. The 
ecumenical movement is concerned "not only about living together or 
talking together; it is concerned most of all about serving together. 
It wants to rediscover the world-wide task of the People of God." 


The World Council leader stressed particularly the need to create contacts 
between people "whose attitudes are completely opposed to each other, due 
to their Eastern or Western approach, or to the fact that they may come 
from rich nations and others come from poor ones." 


Cardinal Bea thanked the donors for their recognition of "the cooperation 
between the World Council and the Roman Catholic Church." He said the 
conferring of this prize showed "a very clear and profound understanding 
of the present position of mankind." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft also expressed gratification at the religious 
cooperation and said he hoped that "in the foreseeable future" it will 
be possible for the churches in the World Council and the Roman Catholic 
Church to make "joint statements." In this way the whole of Christendom 
would be able to give concrete expression to its peace message, he said. 
EPS, Geneva 


LITTLE RESISTANCE TO APARTHEID 
FOUND IN SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHES 


(Frankfurt, Germany) - Only a minority of the members in the churches of 
South Africa oppose the official policy of apartheid, Dr. Martin Niemoller 
stated on his return from a preaching and lecture tour of the South African 
Republic. ' 


Dr. Niemoller is one of six presidents of the World Council of Churches. 


In a press interview on his arrival here the German church leader disclosed 
that a few days before Prime Minister Verwoerd was assassinated he had 
given permission for Dr. Niemoller to see Chief Albert J. Luthuli, winner 
of the Nobel Peace Prize now banned for his activities as head of the 
African National Congress. Chief Luthuli appeared to be bearing his fate 
"in a Christian way", Drs Niemoller stated. 


The government's apartheid policy is expected to become more severe under 
Prime Minister Vorster, Dr. Niemoller reported, but there is no fear of 
armed resistance by the Negro population, 


The attitude of South African churches is to obey the law, which means 
segregation even in the church. Although it is permissible for a Negro to 
attend a white church service, this seldom happens, he saide Black and 

white congregations have nc. contacts at all. Pastors and church members 

who protest must face reprisals. EPS, Geneva , 
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UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA URGES 
TALKS WITH CATHOLICS 


(Waterloo, Ont.) - Delegates to the General Council of the United Church 
of Canada instructed its executive body to take appropriate steps "to. 
initiate discussion with the Roman Catholic Church in those areas in 
which we can now cooperate, such as works of mercy, the use of buildings 
in common and other matters." Harlier the Council had endorsed continued 
negotiations toward union with Anglicans and Evangelical United Brethren 
churches (EPS, No. 30). 


Steps toward communication with the Catholic Church by the Canadian 
Council of Churches were noted in the action. But it also was stated 
that if those moves do not establish channels of communication, the 
United Church's executive body "shall take the necessary steps on behalf 
of the United Church". : 


In a press conference, Moderator Wilfred C. Lockhart, of Winnipeg, Man., 

said the United, Church was "emerging from morbid introspection and into 

positive action. Perhaps out of union will come a religious revival." 
EPS, Geneva 


WOULD A FEDERATION WORK’ 
FOR EAST AFRICAN CHURCHES? 


(Nairobi)”- Church Union discussionsin Kenya and Tanzania are now in a 
critical stage, according to an article in the September issue of "Target} 
the African Christian monthly. There is much relief that Lutherans and 
Moravians have joined once more with their brethren in the Anglican, 
Methodist and Presbyterian churches in affirming their desire to move 
towards the great aim of a united church (EPS No. 17). "However, the 
method proposed as a stage on the way gives ground for concern," writes 
Mwenye Mwenge. 


The idea is being put forward of a federation of churches in these two 
countries which would bring together all those seeking union and would 
enable them to do many things together which are at present being done apart. 


Would not a Federation be in danger of damaging the Christian Councils in 
both countries? the article asks. These have been built up over the years 
as powerful instruments of cooperation bétween many churches, some of which 
are not interested in union talks. Its creation would méan another set of 
offices, more paid officials, meetings, travel expenses, and time demanded 
from overburdened church leaders, Mwenge contends. 


If immediate steps towards union are not yet practicable, then those churches 
engaged in union talks could do certain things together - such as joint 
training of ministers - making use of existing committees to co-ordinate 

such work. . 


However, it may be that the time has come to face certain facts in East 
Africa, writes Mwenge. "One is that for the time being our countries have 
grown apart in many ways = politically, linguistically and socially." 
Perhaps it would be best to seek united churches by negotiating within our 
national boundaries, it is suggested. 


Such a possibility should certainly be faced and not evaneey whether or 
not it is the course to be taken in the end. EPS, Geneva 
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NORTH AMERICAN BAPTISTS 

SEEK BETTER COMMUNICATIONS 

(Washington, D.C. USA) —- A joint statement was issued by the presidents 
of five national Baptist groups in North America calling on their 12.8 
million constituents to improve communication among themselves and work 
together for the common good. 


Observing that North American Baptists have a great deal in common, the 
statement declared: "Wherever they are located they have similar forms F 
of belief, of poli-y, of practice. Such differences as occur, which often 
are those of emphasis, are challenges rather than dividers." 


Issuing the statement were Carl W. Tiller of the American Baptist 
Convention; the Rev. Harold F. Paschall, Southern Baptist Convention; 
the Reve Marion C. Van Horn, Seventh Day Baptist General Conference; 
Dr. Gardner’ C. Taylor, Progressive National Baptist Convention (Negro); 
and: the Rev. Edgar J. Bailey, Baptist Federation of Canada. The National 
Baptist Convention of Mexico has also joined the fellowship. 

EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC JOURNAL CALLS FOR REVISION 
OF SPAIN-VATICAN CONCORDAT 


(Madrid) - A prominent Roman Catholic weekly, "Cuadernos Para Diaglo", 
has called for revision of Spain's 1954 Concordat with the Vatican. 


The paper, edited by a former Spanish ambassador to the Vatican, made its 
point in an editorial entitled "Liberty Without Privilege.” 


"It seems important to us," it said, "to insist urgently that the Holy 

See and the Spanish government revise the existing Concordat in accordance 
with directives of the (Vatican) Council, giving up reciprocally certain 
exceptional situations which are certainly historically justifiable, but 
which shock the consciences of men in the present-day world." 


The Catholic weekly also advocated "religious liberty", cessation of the 
_ privilege which permits the Franco government to nominate bishops for 
appointment by the Vatican, and equality before the law. 


These modifications, it said, would make possible an approach to the ideal 
of "a free church in a free state." (Under terms of the Concordat, when 

a diocese becomes vacant Spain may nominate three candidates for bishop 
and the Pope makes his choice from the threc). 


Joaquin K, Ruiz Jiminez edits the weekly. A former Minister of Education, 
he is regarded as a leader of the progressive approach to Church problems 
in Spain today. EPS, Geneva 


UNPRECEDENTED EVANGELISTIC GAINS 
REPORTED IN INDONESIA 


(Djakarta) - Reports from the Regional Council of Churches in Sumatra and 
other sources indicate a sudden surge of conversions and baptisms during 
1966 in the Batakland region on the island's north coast. This confirms 
earlier reports of a.successful mission effort by the Karo Batak Church in 
Tigalinga (EPS No. 28). MOTE ees 
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Cooperative evangelistic work by fifteen ministers from six churches, all 
members of the Council of Churches in Indonesia, is expected tq swell 

the number of baptisms to 10,000 by the end of October. The bulk of 
conversions are among donkane of the Simalungen-Batak tribe, which numbers 
350,000 and has its own language. 


Other parts of Indonesia including Bandung, have been the scene of recent 
revivals. On January 25, 60 ministers from 52 churches formed a revival 
movement. According to a story by Eberhard Lumbantobing in the Indonesian 
‘paper "Ragi Buana": "Every day 5,000 to 10,000 people gather in the 
market-place in Bandung to hear the answer: to the question: who.is Jesus” 
Christ? They listen in order to believe in Jesus Christ. Hundreds of’ 
Christian helpers are there to help in giving the Christian message er. 
15,000 people have already been baptized." 


The story quoted the Vice Governor of Java, Pak. Artahah, as saying to 
the revivalists: "Preach the Gospel not only inf Bandung but also in 

West Java, Central Java, East Java and all over Indonesiae Go on preach-: 
ing your Message and thus help the pbs ay in its spiritual operations. 
Don't stop in Bandung; go farther." 


The same observers note recent political upheavels in Indonesia, coupled 
with the government!s intolerance toward "animistic paganism", as other 
factors influencing the situation. 


In the case of another group which is responding to the Gospel, the Pak 
Pak-Batak tribe, a contributing cause was the distribution more than a 
year ago of Old and New piace be: passages, a short catechism, and hymns 
in translation. 


Reports on the Sumatra revival efforts stress the need for funds to train 
personnel and assist in follow-up activities. EPS, Geneva 


FINNISH LUTHERANS ASKED 
TO HELP A CATHOLIC CHARITY 


(Helsinki) -.A Finnish Lutheran expert on ecumenical affairs has advocated 
that the parishes of his Church take up a collection next year = preferably 
during the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in January - for a 
‘Roman Catholic charitable cause in this country. 


Profs Seppo Ae Teinonen of the University of Helsinki made his eee 
-ina letter to the Helsinki Christian newspaper "Kotimaa". 


Such .a collection, he said, could be his Church's way of answering ~ 

Nand not only in words" - the appeal for mutual forgiveness issued by 

Pope Paul VI and the Vatican Council fathers to their "separated brothers", 
of showing brotherly love toward a sister Church, and of manifesting the 
essential unity of the Church of Christ. EPS, Geneva 
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HUNGARIAN LUTHERANS TO 
MEET ON NEW CHURCH LAWS 


(Budapest) — The General Synod of the Hungarian Lutheran Church will meet 
here early in December to vote on a proposed new Code of Church Laws. 


This was announced by Presiding Bishop Lajos Veto in an article published 
in "Evangelikus Elet", national Church weekly. 


He said the new code had been drafted to "adapt the Church to conditions 
in a Socialist country" and would come into force soon after its adoption, 


"The draft was published in good time so that all pastors might have the 
opportunity to voice their views in study groups formed in seniorates all 
over the country," Dr. Veto said. EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN AMBASSADOR REPLIES 
TO KYODAN LETTER ON VIETNAM 


(Tokyo) - In one of his last official acts before retirement as U.S. 
Ambassador to Japan, Edwin O. Reischauer replied to a letter sent to 
President Johnson by the Moderator of Japan's United Church of Christ, 
Isamu Omura. 


The Omura letter, embodying a more or less general criticism of American 
policy in Vietnam, referred specifically to the bombing of petroleum 
depots in the Hanoi-Haiphong region. The Kyodan Moderator had indicated 
that the bombing of the storage tanks "trampled under" the hopes for 
peace of "intelligent and well-wishing people." 


Replying to Dr. Onura's tharges, the American Ambassador said they 
appeared to be based on a hope that "peace can be obtained by unilateral 
action of the United States." Mr. Reischauer went on to point out that 
"Communists have already established 'liberation committees! for the 
purpose of taking over Thailand and have initiated guerilla action in 
the northeastern part of that country." This and other instances, the 
Ambassador felt, make "the question rise again as to what kind of peace 
we would obtain by refusing to resist the Communist advance." 


"It takes only one to start a fight, but it takes two to make peace," 
Mr. Reischauer observed. "President Johnson had done everything possible," 
he said, "to seek peace with the Communist side." ' EPS, Geneva 


POLISH METHODISM 
MOVES FORWARD 


- (Lausanne, Switzerland) ~ In Poland there are Methodist pastors for all of 
the 53 appointments in the country, according to Bishop Paul N. Garber, who 
has administered Methodist work in Poland, Belgium and Czechoslovakia 
since the death of Bishop Ferdinand Sigg in October, 1965. He has spent 
the last several weeks in these three countries, 


Bishop Garber said he was heartened that many of the ministers are younger 
men, and that several students are currently preparing for the ministry 
at the Protestant seminary in Poland. 


The Methodist Church in Poland has about 18,000 members, 


One of the denomination!s projects is an English-language school in Warsaw 
with 4,000 students, most of them in their late teengor early twenties. 
EPS; Geneva 
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FUND DRIVE AUTHORIZED TO 
REPLENISH ECUMENICAL LOAN FUND 


(Geneva) - Because at least $50,000 a year of new money is needed if the 
Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) is to fulfill its purpose, a fund- 
raising drive will be launched among member churches of the World Council 
of Churches 


ECLOF grants long-term low-interest loans to churches and ecclesiastical 
institutions all over the world for construction or repair of church 
buildings, homes for ministers, community and youth clubs, orphanages, 
hostels, vocational training schools etc. 


At its meeting here September 15, the ECLOF Council allocated all 
remaining funds at its disposal for projects presented by national ECLOF 
committees, 


Twenty such committees now exist, and new groups continue to be formed. 
Most recent additions are in Malaysia and Singapore. 


Capital is allocated through these national committees and stays in the 
country, serving as a revolving fund from which further loans can be made. 
sO far no church has defaulted ates more than 1,000 loans have been 
made. 


Members of the ECLOF Council, which is chaired by Leonard Hentsch, a 

Geneva banker, include Eugene Carson Blake, Prof. H. d'Espine, Kerula 

Jacob of India, Dr. D. M'Timkulu of Africa and a number of bankers. 
EPS, Geneva 


UGANDA TRAINING COURSE 
EMPHASIZES LEADERSHIP SKILLS 


(Kampala, Uganda) - Thirty-three leading churchmen, both lay and @lergy, 
completed a one-week leadership training course at Ste Andrew's Community 
Centre, Mbale. Among the "trainees" was the Most Rev. Erica Sabiti, 
Archbishop of Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi. 


Financed by a gift from the Episcopal Church in the U.S., the training 
program brings together members of the Church of Uganda in business, 
politics, church work, teaching posts, farming, and youth and women's work 
for discussion on how a Christian brings his cn ae a to bear upon his 
particular work. 


Similar projects are being held in the U.5S., Canada, Great Britain, 
Liberia, South Africa, Swaziland and Zambia. 


The Rev. Andrea Kijambu of Greater Kampala reported the training useful 
in the attempt to overcome "problems brought by tribalism, languages, 
and many different barriers of education and standard of living." 


Mrs. E. Okalebo, a member of the Soroti Diocesan Mothers Union, said she 
had come to realize that a good leader does not simply "order" his or her 
group, but makes suggestions and then decides with the group. 


Three special trainers were invited for the-series of three courses: the 
Rev. Robert Begfalk, Congregational minister in South Africa; Terry Waite, 
training officer in the Diocese of Bristol, England; the Rev. David Jones 
of the Faculty of Education, Boston University (USA), EPS, Geneva _ 
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BOLIVIAN METHODISTS DEBATE 
BEST METHOD OF EVANGELISM 


(Cochabamba, Bolivia) ~ Methodist congregations in Latin America have 
been asked to restudy traditional evangelistic methods, as a result of 
a consultation held here. 


In a heated debate the 60 participants, representing all Latin countries 
except Cuba, voiced two distinct points of views 


ta) Traditionalists maintained that preaching is of prime importance, 
and stressed personal evangelism and traditional structures in the church. 


(2) Another group emphasized social action, encouraging the church to 
enter into the secular world and, if need bé, to change its own structures. 


"Working toward conversion of the individual isn't enough," said the Rev. 
Emilio Castro, coordinator of the new Provisional Commission for Evangel- 
ical Unity in Latin America. "To love our' neighbor today means to be 
responsible socially with all that this implies." EPS, Geneva 


VALIDITY OF ANGLICAN ORDERS 
UPHELD BY CATHOLIC SCHOLAR 


(London/Delft) - Professor van de Pol has appealed to the Roman Catholic 
Church to re-examine the question of the validity of Anglican ordinations. 


Dr. van de Pol is a convert to Catholicism who now teaches at the Roman 
Catholic University in Nimwegen. Many Roman Catholic scholars in Holland 
and Belgium, he said, no longer regard the Bulls issued by Pope Leo XXIIL 
(Apostolicae curae) aw infallible statements of doctrine. 


Dr. van de Pol made his statements at a conference of Roman Catholic and 
Anglican theologians recently held at Culemborg in the Netherlands. 


EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST LEADER FINDS DISUNITY 
STEMS FROM HISTORY, CULTURE 


(Nashville, Tennessee) - Progress being made by Baptists in the area of 
Christian unity was cited at the annual Southern Baptist Convention's 
Communications Conference here. 


After four and a half centuries of "cold and hot war" between Baptists and 
Catholics in particular, "a thaw has come," said Dr. 0. Emmanuel Carlson 
of Washington D.C., executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs. 


Replying to a question from a Baptist editor as to whether the disunity 
between Baptists and other Christian groups is based largely on doctrinal 
differences, Dr. Carlson replied: "We-are naive if we think the problem 
is doctrinal." He expressed the view that disunity is primarily rooted in 
history, culture, and tradition. 


"We sometimes talk as if we are dealing with the pure gospel," he stated, 
"hut I have yet to find any religious movement that doesn't have the soil 
of its own environment in the boat with it,” EPS, Geneva. 
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FERTILIZERS EN ROUTE TO INDIA 


(New York) - The first of three shipments of fertilizers left Galveston, 
Texas (USA) this month for Bombay, India. Purchased by Church World 
pervice, the fertilizers will be distributed to farmers in nine areas 
where poor land prevents satisfactory harvests. 


The major effort to increase food production in India is-a joint 

operation of the World Council of Churches and AFPRO (Action for Food 
Production). This is a service organization of Protestant, Roman Catholic 
and voluntary agencies set up to increase food production in needy 
countries. 


Distribution in India will be made to farmers through 38 church-=related 
agricultural projects in the Indian states of Andra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Gujurat, Kerala, Maharashtra, Madras, Mysore, Uttar Pradesh and West 
Bengal. The fertilizers, valued at $210,862, will be delivered on loan, 
to be paid for eventually through the proceeds of increased production. 
The funds realized will be used by AFPRO to expand its programs in other 
Areace 


Crop irrigation is another vital element in view of the severe drought 

in many parts of India. With the goal of digging 5,000 new wells, AFPRO 

is now using a mobile well-digging rig, which can bore one well a day. 
EPS, Geneva 


RENEWAL OF CATHOLIC CHURCH 
TERMED A LONG. PROCESS 


(London) - "The experience of the past nine months since the Vatican 
Council ended has shown that the aggiornemento which Pope John planned 
for will not come about very quickly." 


This is the estimate of Desmond Fisher, former editor of "Catholic Herald", 
in a column he now writes for the Anglican journal "The Church Times.” 


"A realistic, if somewhat cynical, view would be that it will not begin to 
happen until the Synod of Bishops begins its meetings; perhaps not until 
the present generation of bishops and senior priests dics out", writes 
Fisher. . : 


In a column headed "Dispelling Misconceptions", the Catholic journalist 
recalls that October 11 will be the fourth anniversary of the opening 
of the Second Vatican Council. Popo Paul has appointed that date for 
the coming into force of all Council decrees not yet in operation. 


"But great historical movements do not suddenly érupt! They are a long- 
drawrout process," Fisher notes. And the reform and renewal of the Roman 
Catholic Church is no exception. "It will not happen suddenly on ; 
October 11. It will take place gradually and perhaps almost imperceptibly," 
he predicts. . 


"Already there are many signs that the impetus given to the Church by 
Pope John is beginning to fade," says Fisher. The early liturgical and 
ecumenical innovations have lost their novelty, and Catholics are looking 
for "new. certainties." 

"The spirit of enquiry, of challenge, of humility which marked the Council 
period is dying," he writes, "and the drive to renew the Church seems to 
have died out." However, he does not believe this means the Council was 

a failure. This judgment he terms "premature." EPS, Geneva 
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LOW-INCOME HOUSING GAINING 
CHURCHES ATTENTION 


(New York) - Church involvement in providing housing for low-income 
groups was urged by a U.S. Senator addressing 550 staff members of the 
United Presbyterian Church!s Board of National Missions. 


Senator Abraham A. Ribicoff, chairman of a committee investigating urban 
problems, suggested that if men of all faiths would galvanize their 
efforts in this area as they did in behalf of civil rights legislation, 
politicians on every level would listen. "Governors and mayorS MOVE ee. 
when they know failure to do so is going to mean their defeat," he stated. 


The staff members voted to give "high priority" to the drive for 
improved housing. 


* * * * 


The U.S. Government has agreed to provide rent supplements for low-income 
families living in a Cleveland housing project headed by a Roman Catholic 
priest and a United Church of Christ minister. 


The sum of $12,200 in annual rent assistance funds will be paid to HOPE 
Inc. as sponsor-owner of a 2l-unit housing project in the Hough area. 
Under the plan the family pays one-fourth of its income as rent. The 
difference between this amount and the required rent will be made up by 
a payment from the government. 


HOPE was created through the efforts of Father Albert Koklowsky of Our 
Lady of Fatima Catholic Church, and the Rev. Walter EH. Grevatt Jr. of 
the Hough Avenue United Church of Christ. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC SEMINARIAN INTERESTED IN ~ 
ECUMENISM ENROLLS AT PRINCETON 


(Hillside, N.J.«) - A Catholic student has enrolled in Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary this year without his bishop!s permission. 


James Ne McHugh says he is enrolling in a Protestant seminary because he 
wants to be sure to get into ecumenical work after his hoped-for ordination 
as a Catholic priest. Technically, McHugh is not a seminarian now. 

"His status is that he is on his own," said Msgr. Floyd Brown, rector of 
Wadhams hall, the Ogdensburg, N.Y., diocesan seminary. He said the 
novelty of what McHugh is doing is what puts him "on his own." 


McHugh finished his philosophy studies in June at Christ the King 
seminary, St. Bonaventure, N.Y. Normally, he would have started three 
years of theological training this fall. 


Bishop Thomas Donnellan of Ogdensburg said .that since McHugh has not yet 
_received minor orders, he was free to go on his own, 


"I feel that this is the time to do it - before I accept tonsure," McHugh 
explained. "Later on a bishop could turn me down if I asked to be 
trained for ecumenical work." ...e. "I believe the Church of the future 
is going to be different from the Church of today and that I'll be a 
better priest eventually for my experience at Princeton," he added. 

EPS, Geneva 
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DISSATISFACTION OF STUDENTS 
LEADS TO SEMINARY'S CLOSING 


(Belo Horizonte, Brazil) -,A confidential questionaire circulated among 
students at the Seminary for Priests in the Archdiocese of Mariana has 
brought out that 94% of them are opposed to celibacy. All 115 seminarians 
were critical of the present form of training. 


As a result, the Archbishop of Mariana , Oscar de Oliveira, has 
temporarily closed the 217-year-old institution and asked the administr-. 
ation to work out proposals for reform in light of Vatican Council 
initiatives. It is probable that the seminary will no longer be resident- 
ial and the students will have an opportunity to participate in evangelism 
in the town, giving religious instruction in primary and secondary schools. 
Courses in philosophy and theology will also need to be brought up to © 
date, it was held. 


The seminary is under the direction of the Lazarist Fathers, long known 
for their experience in seminary training. Many of their suggested 
reforms have met opposition in the Brazilian hierarchy. EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP WILLEBRANDS COMMENTS ON 
WCC AND ROMAN CATHOLIC RELATIONS 


(Rome) ~ Dr. Jan Willebrands, Secretary of the Roman Catholic Secretariat 
for the Promotion of Christian Unity, is opposed to an "exchange of 
ambassadors" between his church and non-Roman churches. 


At a reception held here for delegates to the annual meeting of the 
European Circle for Evangelical Information,Bishop Willebrands said he 
attached more value to regular consultations between the separated Churches, 
such as the regular consultations now officially held between the 
Secretariat for. Christian Unity and the World Council of Churches and _ 

‘the Lutheran World Federation. The appointment of permanent "ambassadors" 
might mean that the exchange of views became second-hand, instead of 

direct. In this conneotion Willebrands said that the Secretariat continues 
to maintain contact with those who had been Observers at the Vatican 
Council, although they no longer had any official mandate. c 


EPS Geneva 


5] 


IN BRIEF 


Representatives of 29 European churches in the Reformed tradition will 
hold their 1967 area council meeting in September at the Waldensian 
Church center in Torre Pellice, Italy. Theme of the meeting will be 
"Revival and Renewal", according to a decision made this week by the 
European Area Administrative Committee of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. Three subjects to receive attention are: Reformed-Roman 
Catholic relations in Europe, the "new theology", and the "new morality”. 


eek eGR. @ 
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IN BRIEF 


The new Anglican Bishop of Hong Kong and wiavao is the Rev. Gilbert Baker, 
former Vicar of Saint Nicholas Cole Abbey in London. Already in Hong 
Kong directing a Christian studies center in Shatin, Bishop-elect Baker, 
56, will succeed Dr. Ronald 0. Hall, who resigned last June shortly before 
his 7lst birthday. Previously, Dr. Joost de Blank, former Archbishop of 
Capetown, South Africa, had been named to replace Bishop Hall. However, 
he decided on the advice of his physician not to accept the poste He is 
now a residentiary canon of Westminster Abbey in London. 


* % C5 


During meetings of the Welsh Baptist Union in Caersalem, Caernarvon it 
was decided by a large majority that the Welsh Baptists should not 
identify themselves with the Scheme of Union for the Four Denominations 
in Wales, though at the same time it was advocated that continued co- 
operation and unity with the other Churches should be maintained. 


* * * 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Emmanuel Ma*vathoana of Maseru, Primate of 
Basutoland, died suddenly while traveling by plane from Bloemfontein to 
Johannesburg. He was 61. The first African Negro to become a member of 
the Catholic hierarchy in southern Africa, the archbishop was on his way 
to a quarterly meeting of the administrative board of the South African 
Bishops! Conference. 


* * * 


Japan's YWCA has asked its members to write letters to American friends 
conveying the Japanese desire for reconciliation in Vietnam. In urging 

the letter campaign, the Y's Social Affairs Commission criticised the 
general air of defeatism among tiie ranks of Japanese Christian peace 
workers. "Aren't we taking it for granted that the fighting will continue?" 
asked the Commission. "Are we not unconsciously thinking that we can-do 
nothing?" YWCA officials have previously addressed communications on the 
Vietnam issue to President Johnson and to leaders of the American "Y", 


* * % 


The Rev. Stanley Manierre has succeeded Dr. Gordon K. Chapman as Associate 
General Secretary of the Japan National Christian Council. Dr. Chapman - 
had resigned because of illness. Mr. Manierre, a missionary of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society,was in a Japanese prisoner-of- 
war camp during World War II. A chance remark made by an interpreter in 
the camp - "Love Your Enemy" - led him back to Japan in 1954 for evang- 
elistic work in Osaka and Nagoya. He is a graduate of the Andover Newton 
Theological School near Boston, Massachusetts. 


* %* * 


Roman Catholic Bishop Jorge Marcos de Oliveira of Santo Andre (Brazil) 
spoke out strongly in support of student demonstrators who charged the 
government of President Humberto Castello Branco in Brazil with being 
dictatorial. He said the students! clash with the government was caused 
by the dissolution of student organizations and demands that students 
pay taxes, 
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The opinion of U.S. Methodists concerning the proposed union between their 
denomination and the Evangelical United Brethren is showing a "very 
definite swing toward the plan", according to Charles C. Parlin, secretary 
of the Methodist Ad Hoc Committee on Union with the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. He said that he was basing his report on visits to 
annual conferences and recent statements by persons interested particul- 
arly in church renewal. "The attitude becomes more and more that we've 
got to approve the plan and do it on schedule," said Mr. Parlin, in 
connection with planning for the November adjourned session of the 
Methodist General Conference and the regular quadrennial session of the 
Evangelical United Brethren General Conference. 


ae Oe: * 


In Vienna Bishop Gerhard May of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession in Austria has ordained the first two Lutheran women theolog- 
ians in his country, Dr. Stefanie Prochaska and Dr. Blisabeth Strehblow. 
Dr. Prochaska is.responsible for the Church's film and television pro- 
grammes. Dr. Strehblow teaches religion in a secondary school. Now that 
they are ordained the women can be appointed as assistant pastors, school 
chaplains, or pastors of a congregation which expressly calls them, 
@ccording to a decision of the Synod in’1965. 


* * * 


Delegates to the 1966 Peru Methodist Conference voted to withdraw from 

the National Evangelical Council {national council of churches) in Peru. 
Conference leaders claimed that the council did not offer "a vital part- 
icipation in ecumenical Christianity." To express their. concern for 
social welfare and community development the Methcdist delegates appointed 
two ministers and two social workers to slum areas of Lima and vicinity. 


* * * 


The German Protestant organisation "Service Overseas", which is ciosely 
related to "Bread for the World", is providing an opportunity for ten 
recognised conscientious objectors to undertake two years! work in under- 
developed countries. Preference is being given to applicants who are 
artisans or teachers. They will be sent to work in Jerusalem, Salonika 
and Lebanon. 


* * * 


The Rev. Lowell H. Mays, an American Lutheran Church clergyman, is 
occupying a new chair of ecumenics at Edgewood College of the Sacred 
Heart, operated by the Roman Catholic Dominican Sisters. Mr. Mays is 
pastor of Bethlehem Lutheran church, Brodhead, Wis. He studied ecumenics 
at Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, with: the late Father Gustave 
Weigel, S.J. The program is being assisted by a grant from the Danforth 
Foundation of St. Louis. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic seminary of Barcelona, Spain, will not open its doors 
before November because of a "revolt" of students in the last year of 
theology against one of their professors. Nineteen out of 21 students 
refused to take an examination in Holy Scripture. The chair of Holy 
Scripture is held by Professor Pablo Termes, whom his students regard 

as animated by "anticonciliar and anti-Catalan" sentiments. 


5 agi ee Peg 
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The president of the Southern Baptist Convention, Dr. Harold F... Paschall 
has called on his 10.7 million-nember denomination to join with Roman 
Catholics in praying for world peace. The churchman noted that Pope Paul 
had urged Catholics to set aside the month of October as a time to pray 
for peace» Dr. Paschall said he had asked the presidents of all 28 
Baptist state conventions meeting in October and November to include on 
the agenda a special time for prayer "for just peace in the world.” 


ae * * 


Cooperation between Catholics and Protestants in Chunchon, Korea advanced 
with a second meeting of clergymen. Twelve ministers of the Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Baptist and Holiness churches, a representative of the 
Salvation Army and Cathclic Bishop Thomas Stewart of Chunchon and five 
priests attended. They discussed,among other things, the problem created 
by mandatory Sunday morning school for children. <A committee was des- 
ignated to visit the provincial governor to try and work out a solution. 

x * * 


The public prosecutor in Athens ordered Bishop Iakovos, the Greek 
Orthodox Bishop of Elasson, to appear before the tribunal on a charge 
of "contempt for the authorities". Last November Bishop Iakovos tore 
up the royal decree posted on the door of the Archbishopric which forbade 
the Assembly of Bishops from continuing its work. Bishop Iakovos is 
the second Bishop called to appear before a civic tribunal this year. 
On February 18 Bishop Chrysostomos of Piraeus was sentenced to two months! 
imprisonment (with probation) for having carried out the functions of 
@ registrar before his election had been ratified. 

EPS, Geneva 
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DISCIPLES PROVISIONALLY APPROVE 
REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT 


(Dallas) - The Disciples of Christ, a U.S. denomination that has considered 
itself a loose brotherhood of worshippers with all authority vested in local 
congregations, has taken e first step towards developing a representative 
church government. 


By an overwhelming voice vote of some 10,000 people attending the annual 
mass assembly here, preliminary action was taken to bring the 8,000 congre- 
gations and almost 100 autonomous organizations of the 1.9 million-member 
communion together as a single church organised at congregational, regional 
and international levels. 


The assembly also approved converting the annual mass meeting to which every- 
one could come into a delegate assembly in which each congregation would be 
entitled to a specific number of delegates. 


A "Provisional Design for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)" will be 
presented to the first delegate assembly-in St. Louis next year. 


Assembly addresses 


Approximately 9,400 people jammed Dallas Memorial Auditorium to hear Dr. 
Martin Luther King call on the Church to remove "the yoke of segregation from 
its own’ body" and to-become an active participant in civil rights efforts. 


"How often the Church has been an echo rather than a voice, a tail light 
behind the Supreme Court and other secular agencies, rather than a headlight 
guiding men progressively and decisively to higher levels of understanding." 


- Roman Catholic Bishop John J. Wright of Pittsburgh, Pa., asserted that it is 
impossible to love nationality groups, cultural oneal class groups or 
political ZLOUPS. 


"We can only love persons", he said. "We talk Shales 16 for humanity. 
This is a logical and psychological absurdity. Humanity has no face to admire 
or reject. | Humanity’ has'no address. - You: cannot send it a Christmas card 
or a threatening letter", said Bishop, Wright. He declared that many people 
who loudly profess love for humanity are frauds because they do not love the 
man next door. 


Dr. Alan Walker, the Australian Methodist evangelist, delivered a strong plea 
for peace in the assembly. He called the Vietnam war a "sin" brought on by 
totting love of self hetore love of neighbour". 


Harold Ey Stassen, an ‘original signer of the United Nations charter and a 

leading’ Baptist’ layman, suggested that both North and South Vietnam should: 

be admitted to the U.N. so that the world body could help conclude the war. 
: EPS, Geneva 


SERVICES IN MODERN ENGLISH 
TO BE GIVEN 3-YEAR- TRIAL: - - 


(Sydney) - Experimental use for three years of revised services in modern 
English:- including the new and: controversial version of the Lord's Prayer - 
was aporoved by the quadrennial General Synod of the Church of England in 
Australia, 


The services are contained in a comprehensive draft revision of the Anglican 
Book of Common Prayer which dates from 1662. At an earlier session, the 
Synod established a liturgical commission to Boas opr working on the 


revision. 
is ‘ct sale Rene pe (more) 
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The commission's report included nine services that were moderately revised 
and three that were radically changed. Included in one of the latter was 
the Lord!s Prayer, and this resulted in a violent unfavourable reaction from 
the public, press and some Australian churchmen, 


The suggested new Lord!s Prayer reads: "Our Father in Heaven, Your name be’ 
hallowed. Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, as in Heaven, so on earth, 
Our bread of the morrow give us today, and forgive us our debts, as we too 
have forgiven our debtors, and do not bring us to the ordeal, but save us 
from evil. For Yours is the Kingdom and the power and the glory for evere 
Amen." 


Trial use of the revised services was endorsed by a large majority of General 
Synod members after Coadjutor Bishop F. R. Arnott of Melbourne told the Synod 
that the work of the Prayer Book revision should proceed in stages. 


There was little opposition to the Prayer Book revision during debate, but 
there was wide discussion on how this should be carried out. EPS, Geneva 


SETBACK IN CHYLON CHURCH UNION NEGOTIATIONS 


(Kandy) - Ceylon!s church union scheme failed to receive the necessary 
majority of votes from the fifty ministers and fifty laymen attending the 
third annual Conference of the Methodist Church in Ceylon. 


The voting was on the proposed amended scheme of church union which provides 
for the merging of the Methodist Church in Ceylon with the (Anglican) Church 
of Ceylon, the Presbyterian and the Baptist churches, and the Jaffna Diocese 
of the Church of South India, There was a vote of 70 per cent for the 
scheme in the ministerial session, and 68 per cent in the representative. 

For the scheme to be accepted it was necessary that there should be a favour- 
able vote of 75 per cent of the members present at this conference, and that 
there should be a similar majority at next year's conference. 


In view of the strength of the vote for union, the Conference prepared pro- 
posals, which were unanimously accepted, that would enable negotiations to 
be continued. 2 EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC MAGAZINE SALUTES 
BIRTH CONTROL PIONEER 


(Notre Dame, Ind.) - Margaret Sanger, pioneer advocate of birth control who 
died earlier this year, was praised as a courageous "altruist' by the U.S. 
Catholic weekly Ave Maria published here by the Holy Cross Fathers. 


In an editorial tribute it was noted that "unhappily, much of the most bitter 
and. least charitable criticism of Mrs. Sanger came from Catholics", 


But today, it continued, her concept of responsible parenthood "is an accept- 
able term in the Church, and no matter what the Pope decides on 'the birth 
control question!, it is clear that the automatic attitudes of another day - 
the attitudes that made Mrs. Sanger seem a bogeyman to many of us - no longer 
serve", 


Included in the Ave Maria tribute was a statement from Dr. Martin Luther King, 
JYe, praising the birth control pioneer and tracing "'a striking kinship 
between our movement and Margaret Sanger's early efforts'",. Dr. King, when 
he received the Margaret Sanger Award in Human Rights in 1965, praised her as 
a pioneer not only in the advocacy of birth control but in the use of non- 
violent direct action to correct the social evils she sawe EPS, Geneva 
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DELTA MINISTRY RECHIVES 
$100,000 FROM METHODISTS 


(New York) - The national missions arm of the Methodist Church (U.S.) voted 
a $70,000 appropriation for the ecumenical Delta Ministry in Mississippi in 
the face of an emotional appeal for unilateral denominational activity. 


The Methodist’ grant was seen as a highly significant expression of support 

for this project started by the National Council of Churches, which has been 
subject to considerable criticism for its activist stance and programme in 
securing housing, jobs; and voting rights for Negroes. zs 


In addition to the $70,000 from the National Division of the Methodist Board 
of Missions, it was announced that the Woman's Division of the mission board 
has allocated $50,000 this year and a similar amount in 1967 for the Delia 
Ministry. 


Debate on the appropriation was highlighted by comments from Bishop Edward J. 
Pendergrass of Mississippi, who had succeeded in holding up the grant last 
spring and called instead for a "Methodistic" programme in the state. 


Describing the unrest among Mississippi Methodist congregations over denomi- 
national and NCC stands on the racial issue, the bishop displayed a heavy 
folder and declared: "I hold here in my hand now the withdrawals of four 
churches." 


A rebuttal was presented by Negro Bishop Charles F,. Golden of Nashville, Tenn. 
Referring to threats from white congregations that they would withdraw or 
withhold world service contributions, he stated: "If we allow any group to 
threaten us, that's their privilege, but our decision must be on moral and- 
theological grounds, not financial expediency." 


The committee also supported the effort to keep open the Mt. Beulah conference 
centre, a controversial site becau:e civil rights groups have met there and 
displaced Negroes have been housed there, tue Methodist group said, "the 

Mt. Beulah centre should be kept open with the goal of making it a meeting 
ground of reconciliation. It is.a symbol for thousands of people and it 
should not be destroyed..." EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST PRESIDES AT LUTHERAN'S 
FUNERAL IN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Lens, France) - A Protestant funeral service was conducted in 4 Catholic 
church here for Mayor Ernest Schaffner, who was a Lutheran and a wiehibnterncie. 
member of Parliament. 


The Catholic Church of St. Leger was offered by its eeaton, Abbé Michel Bar, 
to the Rev. A.» Douliére, the Baptist minister conducting the service, when it 
.became apparent that the only Protestant church in town would be too small 
for. the funeral. 


The service was attended by Abbé Bar and Bishop Gerard Huyghe of Arras who 
had endorsed the priest's "loan" of the church. The congregation included 
other Catholics, as well as Protestants and government officials. 

EPS, Geneva 
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ARCHBISHOPS! COMMISSION RECOMMENDS 
SINGLE GOVERNING BODY FOR CHURCH OF ENGLAND ~ 


(London) - By 1970 the Church of England would have a single supreme governing 
body if the recommendations of a commission on synodical government, appointed 
by the Arc.ibishops of Canterbury and York, are accepted. The proposed 
General Synod would combine all the legislative and other powers at present 
divided between the Church Assembly (which includes laymen) and the Convoca- 
tions of Canterbury and York (each consisting of a House of Clergy and a House 
of Bishops). 


As a result of such a move, all matters of importance to the church, including 
Matters of doctrine, would in future be both initiated by and finally decided 
upon by the General Synod. There would be 543 members of the Synod, con- 
sisting of the 43 diocesan bishops, 250 elected clergy and 250 elected laity. 


One major change in church practice which would result from the proposal is 
that the sole guardianship over matters of doctrine now entrusted to the 
Convocations would be transferred to the Synod. Thus laymen would be in- 
volved in doctrinal decisions for the first time - at the legislative level. 


The two Convocations would survive, but with severely restricted functionse 
The primary one would be the negative power of withholding approval from pro- 
posals concerning doctrine and liturgy if these are, at their own request, 
forwarded to them by the General Synod. However, the Convocations would no 
longer have power to make canons or legislate in any way for the church. 


To come into effect, the proposal must be passed by the Church Assembly after 
_the Convocations have promulgated a canon voluntarily divesting themselves 
of present rights and privileges in favour of the proposed General Synod. 


The proposals were made by the Commission on Synodical Government, which had 
been at work since 1964 under the leadership of Lord Hodson. EPS, Geneva 


RICE FOR LAOS FLOOD VICTIMS 
ARRANGED BY HACC 


(Bangkok, Thailand) - Arrangements have been completed for the immediate 
shipment of 100 tons of rice to the area of Laos most stricken by recent 
floods. 


Details were worked out by the Hast Asia Christian Conference, which also 
gave almost half the $13,000 needed, The remainder was provided through the 
World Council of Churches Division of Inter-—Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service. 


Flooding began in Laos on August 30 and rivers have continued to rise ever 
since, Many thousands of people are homeless and 200 are known dead. More 
than one-fifth of the country's rice crop was lost, its value estimated at 
more than $1 million. 


To learn what appropriate action could be taken to aid the disaster victims, 
the EACC sent U Thaung Tin, director of its refugee programme in Vietnam, and 
U Kyaw Than, associate secretary of the HACC, to Vicntiane. They interviewed 
the Prime Minister of Laos and other officials. It was clear that rice for 
the hungry was the first priority, and that the glutinous rice used by the 
people in the area was obtainable in Thailand. EPS, Geneva 
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UPPSALA ASSEMBLY BOOKLET 

TO BE READY IN JANUARY 

(Geneva) - The study booklet designed to prepare the churches and their 
members for the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1968 
will be off the press in January 1967. 


Issued by the WCC in French, German and English editions, the booklet will 
be published in more than 30 other languages by councils of churches around 
the world. 


The booklet, to be entitled "All Things New", will provide seven outlines 
for Bible study around the theme of the Fourth Assembly: "Behold, I Make 
All Things New'', ; 


A description of the preparations for Uppsala brings to life the work of the 
WCC. As with the study booklet prepared for the New Delhi Assembly in 1961, 
which sold more than half a million copies, the new one will contain numerous 
illustrations. . 


Groups in local churches, by studying the new pamphlet, will be able to get 
into conversation with the WCC by sending their reactions to and questions 
raised by the material presented. Local groups wishing to place quantity 
orders may do so through the New York or Geneva offices of the WCC. 

HPS, Geneva 
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BRUSSELS DIRECTOR FOR ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 
INSTALLED BY PROTESTANTS 


(Brussels) ~ The Consultation of the Churches for the European Community 
has installed Dr. Marc Lenders of Haarlem, Holland, as the director of ecu- 
menical activities here. 


Participating in the induction ceremony on September 25 were members of the 
Protestant Church in Germany, the Belgian Federation of Protestant Churches, 
the French Protestant Federation, the Federal Council of Italian Protestants, 
the Netherlands Reformed Church, the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, 
and the British Council of Churches, 


Dr. Lenders will be responsible for maintaining contacts with Protestants 
working in international organisations in Brussels - diplomatic, professional 
and commercial - fostering contacts with ecumenical groups in other European 
capitals, and cooperating with the European Catholic Hostel. 


The link with the Ecumenical Centre here is seen from the fact that Dr. 
Lenders was appointed by the Consultation with the approval of the Centre, 
of which he will also be the secretary. The Centre is a joint effort of 
Anglicans, Orthodox and Free Churches. 


Cooperation between these European groups began in 1959, and consul-— 
tations have been held since 1964. EPS, Geneva 
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DANISH CHURCHES WILL FURNISH 


MILLIONS OF VITAMIN PILLS FOR INDIA 


(Geneva) - Because vitamin pills can be produced more cheaply in Denmark 
than elsewhere, a total of 200 million vitamin pills will be shipped to 
India by the Danish Interchurch Aid between November and March. 


Going via Bombay, Madras and Calcutta, they will be distributed through the 
ongoing programmes of the Indian Health liinistry, UNICEF, CORAGS, Catholic 
relief and similar agencies. 


The Danish churches will pay $100,000 for the pills from a collection taken 
for relief of Indian famine victims. 


A special product is now being produced in Denmark along lines recommended 
by the India Health Ministry, It is half the size of regular multi-vitamins 
to conserve shipping space, and is more concentrated than those used else- 
where because one cannot be sure that Indian children will receive a dose 
every day. Because the Danish churches have undertaken this project does 


* not mean that they will withdraw from other India relief operations, it 


oe 


was stated. EPS, Geneva - 
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ORDINATION OF WOMEN 
TO CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD ADVOCATED 


(Geneva) — The ordination of women to the Catholic priesthood has been 
discussed in three different quarters in recent weeks. 


In London some’ 60 women assembled for the 23rd council meeting of St. Joan's 
International Alliance, a Roman Catholic organisation founded 55 years: ago 
as a suffrage movement. They adopted a resolution asking revision of canon 
968, which. states that only a baptised man is eligible for the priesthood, 
Another resolution made a plea that competent women be included in all post- 
Conciliar commissions. 


Archbishop Igino Cardinale, addressing the group, told them not to let up in 
their agitation for equal rights in the church. He said no one in Rome 
would think them impertinent for seeking fuller participation. 


In Milwaukee, Wisconsin (USA), Jesuit Father Joseph H. Fichter of the Harvard 
Divinity School told the Netional Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors 
that the Catholic Church should cunsider ordaining women and married men to 
overcome a shortage of priests. 


in New York the first woman dean of an undergraduate college of Fordham 
on that a iaelB aos S to} 
University, Dr. Patricia R. Plante, expressed the view that it is more of a 


“cGultural" than a theological question. When everyone gets around to 

treating both men and women "as human borne” she said, more ecclesiastical 
& 9 3 

doors will be opened to women, EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIANS REJECT CLERGY'S OFFER 
OF PRAYERBOOKS FOR JEWS 


(New York) - An offer to supply 10,000 Hebrew prayerbooks for Jews in Russia 
was declined by the Soviet government's Committee on Religious Affairs. 


The rejection was contained in a letter from I. Bubnov, first secretary of the 
Soviet embassy in Washington, D.C., to leaders of the Appeal of Conscience 
Foundation, formed in 1965 to work for the restoration of religious and 


(more) 
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cultural freedom of Soviet Jewry. Acting for the foundation were Dr. 
Harold A. Bosley, minister of Christ Church, Methodist; Father Thurston N. 
Davics, S.J., editor-in-chief of America, national Catholic weekly; and 
Rabbi Arthur Schneier of the Park Bast synagogue. 


Bubnov's letter said that the granting of permission for the entry of the 
liturgical books was "not pertinent to the scope of responsibilities" of the 
committee. 


The letter also said that the "printing of religious books in the USSR is 
handled by religious organisations themselves". Nevertheless, Jewish and 
other religious groups in Russia have had great difficulties in the past in 
publishing religious books. When the clergymen made their offer in June, 
they said that while the Soviet Ministry of Religious Cults had agreed in 
January to the publication of 10,000 Jewish prayerbooks in Russia, none had - 
been printed five months later. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CATHOLIC, ORTHODOX CHURCHES 
OPEN OFFICIAL DIALOGUE | 


(New York) - The start of official dialogue between the Roman Catholic and 
Hastern Orthodox churches in the U.S. proved a "most fruitful discussion" 
of ancient theological differences and pastoral problems, 


Twenty theologians participated in the discussions. They represented the 
Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas, comprising 
prelates from seven Orthodox groups, and of a subcommittee of the Catholic 
Bishops! Commission for Ecumenical Affairs. 


Co-chairmen of the talks were Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, and Bishop Bernard Flanagan, 


chairman of the Bishops! Subcommittee for Dialogue with the Orthodozx. 


scope of the dialogue was threefold: "study of diverse theological methodo-— 
logies, study of pastoral-practical problems with proposals for the two 
churches, and exploration of the means of common witness in and to the world." 


A second mecting is scheduled for May 5-6 at Worcester, Masse In preparation for 
those sessions, three study teams will explore theological diversity and 
unity, intercommunion, and common witness in theological education. : 

EPS, Geneva 


INTERCONFESSIONAL CONFERENCE OF BISHOPS URGED 


(Palai, India) - A conference of bishops of the various Christian churches 
in the State of Kerala is necessary for the success of the ecumenical move— 
ment, said Syrian Orthodox Bishop Philipos Mar Theophilos at a reception 
given here on September 18, 


. 
; 
The bishop is the former Father Korah Philipos, a member of the WCC Central 
Committee. 
A bishops! conference would be a significant development, it was held, in a 
part of India where 35 per cent of the people are Christians but the church is 
divided into Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Mar Thoma, and Church of South India 
congregations. 


The reception for Bishop Theophilos and two other newly consecrated Syrian 
Orthodox bishops, Yuhanon Mar Severios and Thomas Mar Thimotheos, was given by 
_ two Catholic prelates of Kerala, Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregories of 
Trivandrum and Bishop Sebastian Vayalil of Palai, EPS, Geneva 
ay te: Gl 
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SITE OF EUROPEAN CHURCH 
ASSEMBLY IS SET 


(Bethel, West Germany) ~ The next assembly of the Confercnce of European 
Churches — to be known as Nyborg V - will be held at Portschach-am~-Worthersee 
in South Austria from September 29 to October 5, 1967. Its theme will be 
"To Serve and Reconcile" with the major address to be given by Dr» W. As 
Visser 't Hooft, retiring general secretary of the WCC. 


Plans for the assembly were drawn up by the.Presidium of. the Conference 
meeting here during September. 

The conference includes 76 churches in 23 European countries, including 
several in Hastern Europe. 


“Other actions taken by the Presidium include the naming of preparatory 


commissions to start working groups on Diaconia in the churches of Europe 

and Ecclesiological Repercussions of Social Developments. Steps were taken 
to form a European regional committee of those engaged in Christian broad- 
casting, and approval was given for a study of problems created by the growing 


- influx of tourists in Europe, especially the implications for pastoral cares 


Present at the meeting in Bethel were Dr. Egbert Emmen, Netherlands Reformed 
Church; Metropolitan Justin, Romanian Orthodox Church; Bishop Leslie Hunter, 
Anglican; Praeses Ernst Wilm of the Westphalia Church; and Glen Garfield 
Williams, general secretary of the Conference. EPS, Geneva 


RESOLUTION URGES AN END 
TO ALL-NEGRO JURISDICTION 


(Chicago) - when the General Conference of the Methodist Church (U.S.) mects 
here in special session on November 7, it will receive an official recom: 
mendation calling for an end to all-Negro and all-white administrative struc- 
tures no later than 1972. 


The resolution, being brought by the Commission on Interjurisdictional 
Relations, would have no effect on the racial make-up of local congregationss 


The recommendation is in effect a defeat for the position taken by many 
leaders of the white geographic jurisdiction of the Southeast and to a lesser 
degree, the South Central. Churchmen in these jurisdictions have held that 
integration of the all-Negro Central Jurisdiction, covering the whole U.S.; 
would come faster if the white units were not "pushed" by a predetermined 
deadline. 


The proposed recommendation declares in its preface that "persuasion resulting 
in voluntary action is preferable to compulsion, yet compulsion can sometimes 
be preferable to voluntary inaction". ; EPS, Geneva 


WCC MEMBERSHIP FOR SWEDEN'S 
BAPTISTS SUGGESTED 


(Vallersvik, Sweden) — The Swedish Baptist Union should seek membership in 
the World Council of Churches but not if this action endangers the unity of 
the churches within the Swedish Union, 


David Lagergre, director of the Baptist seminary at Bromma, proposed the’ 
step to 100 denominational leaders attending a three-day conference here. 


He also said the Union, which numbers about 30,000 members, should continue to 
find ways to cooperate with the Orebro Mission, another Baptist group with 
about 20,000 memberse He felt cooperation should extend to the free church 
groups sharing common interests with Baptist. — Laie Geneva 
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WCC GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OPENS 15th SESSION 


(Geneva) - Fifty-five post-graduate students from 27 countries are enrolled 
in the I5th session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies of the 
World Council of Churches, which opened here October 3- Included in the. 
group are students from Asia, Africa, Latin America, and Bastern Europe, 
as well as North America and Western Europe. The school is located at. the 
Chateau de Bossey, near Geneva. 


Students are members of Protestant, Orthodox, Anglican, United, and Roman 
Catholic churches. 


Main theme of the first term is "The Ecumenical Movement after Vatican II". 
Guest lecturers will include such prominent Catholic theologians as Karl 
Rahner and Yves Congar, as well as Bishop Jan Willebrands and Father Thomas 
Stransky of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, 


Other topics for study are modern trends in biblical scholarship, worship in 
a secular age, a theology of culture’, and the Church in a revolutionary eras 


In the opening lecture Dr. Ne A. Nissiotis, school director, noted that the 
Second Vatican Council, although it was the council of one church, was ecu- 
menical because it concerns the life of every church and promoted relation- 
ships with other churches. . . 

‘ 


Dr. Nissiotis suggested that the students congider three "central topics" for 
study: the vision of the Church as one universal church; the inevitable 
solidarity of the Church with the world; the relationship between churches 
as measured by the depth of pastoral care for one another. 


"Tt is clear that the local church and the universal Church are not two 
different things, but they belong together", said the director. "Each church 
in each place represents the whole Church." 


The importance of small renewal groups was stressed as a source of "new power" 
for the Church, Dr, Nissiotis urged churches to be patient with these groups 
even when they appear too radical. 


Speaking on the problem of authority, he said: "The theological revolution 
now shaking the foundations can be healthy for the Church when it is spoken 
and heard within the Church as the place where authority lies." 


Rejecting the currently popular phrase "the Church in the world", the speaker 
urged that we should recognise the validity of the reverse formula —- the world 
in the Church. In this context he mentioned that one of the speakers coming 
to the Graduate School wuld be an atheist philosopher, Francis Jeanson, 
former secretary to Jean Paul Sartre. 


"A Christian is a world-person par excellence", Dr. Nissiotis remarked. The 
problem is not just to be charitable to the poor, but to be involved in the 
world in such a way that new situations are created, To know how to prevent 
famines is the important thing, he said. 


Ecumenism must enter into a period of serious study, he held, to learn how 
to combine love and intellect. EPS, Geneva 
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"SASP" PUTS TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW 
AT CHURCHES! SERVICE 


(Geneva) —~ Surveys of medical needs in Malawi, a housing project for Nigeria, 
agricultural needs in Pakistan, and an art industrial school.in India were 
examined by the WCC Committee for Specialised Assistance to Social Projects 
(SASP) when it met here September 26-30, 


This international group provides technical advice to churches launching 
pioneer projects in the social, economic and political sphere. 


Two weeks earlier SASP!'s Panel on Urban Social Work had met in 4ambia together 
with .20 community development experts from Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

A statement that this group prepared on the importance of "Christian Partici- 
pation in Community Development Training" was brought to the Geneva meeting 
and was approved for wider distribution. 


The SASP Panel on Press and Periodicals issued a statement on the significance 
of Christian periodicals (see Special Report), which will be of interest to 
churches throughout the world. 


The first edition of the Medical Panel's leaflet "Christian Medical Work 
To-day -— Prime Needs to be Met" is now being distributed. Both the Medical 
Panel and SASP were engaged in a difficult task of planning how the many calls 
upon the services of the Medical Consultant, Mr. James G. McGilvray, and other 
consultants might be met with a minimum of delay. Although surveys of medical 
. services in Nigeria, Kenya, Malawi, and Assam have already been carried out, 
and another is in progress in the Congo, survey teams are still needed in 

Bast Pakistan, Indonesia, Cameroon, 4ambia and India. 


The Agricultural Panel was concerned with projects in Pakistan, Cameroon, 
Dahomey and Brazil. It gave special attention to the use of land attached 
to leprosaria, since new notes of treating leprosy make it possible for. 
facilities to be used for rehabilitation of the pa tients. 


The Economic Panel advised on the feasibility of a housing project which had 
been suggested by the Port Harcourt Christian Council, Nigeriae © The pro- 
posal had been examined by a team consisting of Dr. Heinrich Renkewitz, 

Walter Schottler, and Michael Wijnberg. The panel also heard a report on 
Nazareth, South India where He Offenbach and A. Frischknecht had advised on 
the expansion of the Art Industrial School. A request from the Blaize 
Memorial Institute of Nigeria concerning the extension of the Abeokuta Squash 
Factory had been investigated by Mr. W. T. Brown of Manchester, England, whose 
services were made available by his company, Messrs. Barnet Foster and 
Bratby. 


But the major portion of this Panel's time was taken up by a preliminary 
discussion of the findings of the World Conference on Church and Society. 
These were said to have special relevance to SASP'!s work in the field of 
poy opment. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A daily Christian newspaper in Copenhagen, Denmark, celebrated its 7Oth 
anniversary on October lwith a special 64-page edition. It is. "Kristeligt 
Dagblad", which was started by a lay preacher and has managed to survive even 
though the number of dailies in Copenhagen has been halved since World War Il. 
It is especially noted for its coverage of local politics, and community 
development and technical assistance needs of countries in Asia and Africa. 


ON ean coh 
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Dre Wilhelm Niesel, professor of systematic theology of the Protestant Faculty 
in Wuppertal, Germany, has been re-elected to another eight-year term as 
Moderator of the Reformierter Bund, a federation of Reformed congregations 
in Germany. Also President of the World Presbyterian Alliance, Dr. Nicsel 
will: visit eighteen churches in eastern and southern Africa during the month 
of October. 


* * % 


The Rev. Ephraim Kayumba, a Pentecostal minister who sits in the Congo- 
Kinshasa Parliament as a representative of the North Katanga Province, was 
recently elected a bishop by his church!s council meeting at Lubumbashi. 
Mr. Kayumba said he looked upon his senatorial activity as part of his 
pastoral ministry. 


* * * 


The sixth Italian Protestant Youth Congress, held at St. Severa, was attended 
by representatives of the Waldensian, Methodist, Baptist and other churches. 
With a view to promoting unity, it was voted to nominate one secretary to de 
in charge of the various youth movements. 


* * %* 


* 


The general Synod of the Church of England in Australia voted on September 28 
to change the church's name to the Anglican Church of Australia. The synod's 
decision must be endorsed by the 24 Australian dioceses and state parliaments. 
The general synod has elected Archbishop P.N.wW. Strong of Brisbane to be 
Primate’ of Australia. He had been acting Primate since Dr. Hs Rs. Gough 
retired. 


* * * 


Motive, the magazine of the Methodist Student Movement, has been designated 
the publication of the University Christian Movement, new organisation of 

. Protestant, Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Hastern Orthodox campus groups in 
the United States (BPS no. 30). This decision was made by the General 
Committee of the new ecumenical student agency in response to an invitation 
extended by the National Conference of the Methodist Student Movement at its 
annual meeting in June, Dr. Myron F. Wicke, secretary of the Methodist 
division of Higher Education, welcomed this new support for Motive. he 
is expressive of a trend toward greater cooperation and mutual support of 
religious publishing where denominations are learning they chould not 'go . 
it alone'", he said. 


* * * 


"Cordial greetings and sincere felicitations" were sent from the Lutheran 
World Federation in Geneva to the Lutheran Church in the Philippines on the 
celebration of its 20th anniversary and its reconstitution on an autonomous 
basis. The church now includes a congregational ministry to some 7,000 
baptised church members, a theological seminary and lay training programme, 
medical services, and radio and literature activities. 


* * * 


At the invitation of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, appointed two. Anglican 
observers to attend the Plenary Session of the Consilium Liturgicum held in 
Rome, October 5-14. They are Canon Ronald Cs. D. Jasper, chairman of the 
Church of England Liturgical Commission, and the Rev. Dr. Massey H. Shepherd 
of Berkeley Divinity School (USA), a member of the Sees Liturgical | 
Commission of the Protestant Episcopal Churches 
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The Rev. John Garrett, director of the WCC Information Department from 1954 
to 1960, has been appointed to the faculty of Pacific Theological College 
in Suva, Fiji Islands. He has been serving as principal of Camden College 
in Sydney, N.S.W. 


* * *% 


To help relieve the shortage of parish workers, the secretariat of the 
Lutheran Church in Germany has sent a memorandum to all Landeskirchen 
(regional church bodies) suggesting that women be trained for these jobs by 


means of correspondence courses. 
' | 
1% * % 


The departure of United States troops from France has led to the dissolution 
of virtually all English-language Baptist congregations, including the one 
in Paris, since they were established solely to serve armed forces personel. 


* * * 


Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, former general secretary of the Lutheran World 

Federation, has been elected theological editor of "Lutherische Monatshefte", 

& prominent German Lutheran periodical published in Hamburg. He will con- 

tinue to serve as a senior executive at the headquarters of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Hannover. ; 
eae ak 

Church World Service (USA) has announced that it is increasing its budget 

for Vietnam Christian Service by $50,000 over the 1966 allocation. The’ 

sum of $300,000 for 1967 has been pledged with a goal sought of $450,000. 

In addition to its medical and social work, the steadily increasing volume 

of refugees and orphans in South Vietnam is posing tremendous problems. vcs 

is conducted jointly by Church World Service, Lutheran World Relief, and the 

Mennonite Central Committee. 


* x * 


A Tanzanian has been appointed to the staff of the Department of World 
Mission of the Imtheran orld Federation. Joel Ngeciyamu, a diocesan edu- 
nigh a secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanganyika, will take) 

a year's leave in November to serve as the department's assistant secretary 
for Africa. 


oe * * 


Five Protestant regional bodies and a Catholic diocese in Columbus and 
Central Ohio (USA) have agreed to do business only with firms providing equal 
employment opportunities for all races, They also pledged not to practice 
racial bias in their own hiring practices. Joining in the programme were 
the United Presbyterian Presbytery of Columbus, Methodist Ohio West area; 
Episcopal Southern Ohio diocese, United Church of Christ Central Southeast | 
Association, First. Unitarian church, and the Catholic Diocese of Columbus. 


* * * 


The United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia has raised 18,855 
Australian dollars (U.S. $21,212) for India famine relief through free-will 
congregational offerings. 

o* ¥ x ne 
The 61,000-member United Zvangelical Church in Australia and the 51,000-member! — 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Australia have announced plans for their merger tat 
at a five-day convention opening on October 29 in Tanunda (South Australia). ai 
The united churoh will be called the Lutheran Church of Australia. op 


* ee gs EPS, Geneva §- 
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special Report 
CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPERS HELD VITAL 
TO AREAS OF RAPID SOCIAL CHANGE 


For the information of our readers we publish the text of a statement on the 
role of Christian newspapers and periodicals in the total ministry of the 


Church, especially in areas of rapid social change. The statement was ap- 
proved by the WCC Committee for Specialised Assistance to Social Projects at 
its mecting in Geneva, September 26-30. It will serve as the basis for a 


longer document to be sent later to responsible Christian bodies for con- 
sideration and action, 


Recognising that the publication of Christian periodicals in the developing 
world, especially in Africa, made heavy calls on the funds available to 
Christian communities, the statement points out that these demands will not 
fade away "under the warm sunshine of commercial success", especially in 
view of the "poverty of so many potential Christian readers". 


The statement then gives five reasons why Christian newspapers and periodicals 
deserve "the high priority which such relatively large expenditure implies": 


1. For historical and moral reasons it is of the utmost importance that the 
Church be seen (particularly in Africa) to be involved in the new societies 
which are at present passing through a strongly political phase. To opt 
out of political argument is to opt out of modern life in the new states. 
Periodicals written by Christians and containing political and social argu- 
ments from a Christian point of view are one of the best ways of bringing 
the Gospel into contact (and sometimes conflict) with modern life in the 

new countries. ; 


2 In countries which are deeply and properly engaged in a titanic struggle 
against poverty and for material wellbeing, there is always a danger that 
ethical standards will be overlooked and corruption prevail. The Christian 
ethic is a vital safeguard in this political sphere, but it must be expressed 
in a political, argumentative manner. 


3. The Christian politically-minded periodical is an essential extension of 
older methods of Christian witness and exposition of the Word. The tract 
and the homily which are adapted to a man whose horizon is bounded by the 
family and the parish need to be supplemented by the polemical periodical 
for the new sovereign citizens of new and intensely political states. 


Ae he newspaper-magazine is the popular reading format in most parts of the 


world today, far outranking books. Christian thinking cannot afford not to 
use this powerful medium, But it is only a medium, and there is no reason 


to suppose that the Christian message must be commercially successful and pay 
its way because it emanates from a periodical rather than a pulpit. 


5» For all these reasons the Panel. believes that the magazine-newspaper-— 
periodical is an essential means of spreading the Word and needs long-term 
support just as much as other missionary and evangelistic activities. 

EPS, Geneva 
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CHILEAN METHODISTS TAKE STEPS 
TO OBTAIN AUTONOMY 


(El Tabo, Chile) - Forty pastors of the Methodist Church in Chile, following 
a discussion on the church structure needed in a society experiencing social 
change, have decided to petition the next General Conference, to be held in 

the United States in 1968, to grant the Chilean Church complete autonomy. 


Meeting at the.Presbyterian Farm here from September 12 to 26, the pastors 
were conscious of the revolutionary situation in Latin America. They also 
recognised how important it was that the Church not be a foreign element, 
holding itself aloof from society's cares and exhilarations. If: thie is 
true, new structures are required, it was felt, which will permit the church 
to be fully obedient to its mission. 


The Methodist Church in Chile resulted from missionary work begun at the end 
of the last century by the Methodist Episcopal Church of the U.S.A. ~ The” 
parent body is now part of The Methodist Church, a union of three of Ae 
largest Methodist bodies in the U.S. 


Dr. José Miguez Bonino, rector of the Evangelical Faculty of Theology of 
Buenos Aires, led the pastors in, Bible study. and, a discussion of the theology 
of the Church. 


The conference recommendations will now go to officials of the Chilean 
Methodist Church for study. EPS, Geneva 


INSTALLATION OF NEW BISHOP SHEN 
HEALING RIFT IN WwW. BUGUNDA 


(Kako, Uganda) - The presence of the clergy of the Anglican Diocese of West 
Buganda, in‘ full strength for the enthronement of Stephen Tomusange as their 
Bishop was.hailed as evidence that several years of division in that area 
have come to an end. 


St. Paul's Cathedral was packed and thousands of people stood outside during 
the service conducted by the Most Rev. Erica Sabiti, Archbishop’ of Uganda 
and Rwanda and Burundi. 


Stressing the oneness of the Church, he said: ‘“"The Church is divided into 
many dioceses; this does not mean that each is independent of others. Each 
diocese is an integral branch of the whole Church of Uganda called to shed 
the light tn one area. The light comes from Christ. We are all fed from 
the same squrce and are called to reflect this light to the world.around us." 


Bishop Tomusange was to have been enthroned last month, but this was post 
poned after some Christians filed an injunction to stop the proceedings. 
The injunction was heard and dismissed by the court. 


The new bishop is also the Dean of the Province and acts for the Archbishop 
whenever he is out of the country. . Bhi e EPS, Geneva 
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ARCHBISHOP'S COMMENT RAISES FUROR 
OVER EVANGELISM FOR ENGLAND 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury has answered criticism of his alleged 
remarks about Billy Graham's evangelistic methods by writing a personal 
letter from his Lambeth Palace to The Times, However, the debate on what 
type of evangelism is needed in England seems destined to continue for many 
weeks. 

While denying that he had spoken of "emotionalism" in connection with Dr. 
Graham's Crusade, the Archbishop said that “in reply to questions I acknow- 
ledged readily that it had made converts, and I said that it had not greatly 
altered the religious situation in England. 


"IT believe this to be true. Then with the long-term needs of this and 


other countries in view, I added: '\Ve need an evangelism. which gives more 
space to the social content of Christianity and to the intellectual diffi- 
culties of belief.! I believe this to be worth saying lest contentment 


with old methods should blind us to the imperative need for really new 
approaches," 

The Church of England Newspaper comments editorially: "It may be true that 
Billy Graham has made no great difference to the basic religious habits of 
Englishmen, but, we must ask, how much difference does the Church of England 
make? - 


"Billy Graham cannot be expected to solve all our evangelistic problems. 

We ourselves must buckle down to evangelising the heavily populated areas 
where at present the Church is in retreat, just as we must design our literae 
ture and our church services to be meaningful to those who at present ignore 
them. It is we who must disturb our own complacency about the way we waste 
our clergy and discourage lay initiative...!! 


The Church Times comments: "Good may come of this incident if it serves to 
awaken the Church of England and all its bishops to the seriousness of the 
contemporary neglect of the Church's primary duty of evangelism, in any 

coherent form, in this country today." EPS, Geneva 


"THE BIBLE" OPENS IN NEW YORK 


(New York) - A three-hour film entitled "The Bible", directed by John Huston, 
received less than glowing reviews from New York's daily newspaper critics. 


However, the Protestant Motion Picture Council described the film as a "re- 
markable pictorial achievement", handled with "respect, insight" and in "good 
taste", 


To some viewers the picture may seem "literal", and to others "imaginative", 
said the Council, but most of them would agree it has been remarkably made, 
and gives an "artistic and powerful" presentation of the first 22 chapters 
of the Book of Genesis, ; 


According to the Council's review, the film's "high point, the most detailed 
and memorable part, concerns Noah and his family, the building of the Ark, 
the assembling of animals and birds, the flood and the Covenant made with 
Noah", It said that Noah, as played by Mr. Huston, "is a believable 
character". 


One New York critic found the film "reverent but dull", another complained of 
its "fundamentalist treatment", and a third held that it had not lived up to 
his hopes, providing fare not calculated to "engross sophisticated audiences". 


All reviewers made much of the fact that "The Bible" covers less than the 
whole Holy Bible, extending from Creation te Abraham. Two of them predic- 
tably said that the film was not quite up to the Book. EPS, Geneva 
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EUROPEAN COMMITTEE ON MIGRANTS 
CALLS FOR ATTACK ON RACH PREJUDICE ! 


(London) ~ The "widely held fallacy" that if race relations are left to then- 
selves, time will automatically solve the existing problems, was attacked by 
the Churches Committee on Migrant Workers in Western Europe when it met here 
the latter part of September. 


"In fact, it is certain that an even sharper conflict will arise when the 
second generation of coloured migrants compete for jobs with their white con- 
temporaries", the church representatives concluded. 


"Race prejudice and its sources must therefore be directly attacked. Europe 
is committed to becoming a multi-racial society. There is consequently need 
to counter prejudices which stem from faulty education by churches, missionary 
societies and schools", according to the committee. 


The group is composed of delegates from Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
churches in Holland, Great Britain, France, bontueel Italy, Spain, Greece, 
Germany, Sweden, Belgium, and Switzerland. 


Representatives of the World Council of Churches and the Ecumenical Patriar- 
chate of Constantinople are also members. The Catholic Committee on Intra- 
European Migration was represented by its chairman, Msgr. Georges Rocheau. 


During the five-day meeting the group was joined by leaders of immigrant 
groups in Britain, by Maurice Foley, M.P., Britain's Minister with special 
responsibility for immigrants, and Nadine Peppard, ia eabh oie of the National 
Committee for Commonwealth Immigrants. 


Noting the growing size of Moslem communities in Hurope, the Committee ‘felt 
that instead of practising proselytism in any form, the churches should make 
efforts to promote a genuine dialogue on equal footing between Christians’ and 
Moslems. This should not be mistaken "to mean that all faiths are equal. 
But, in the view of the Committee, fruitful developments must be based on the 
faiths of the members of the whole community, Christians and Moslems alike." 


A good starting point for community development in areas where Christians and 
Moslems live side-by-side is the provision of places of worship for Moslems, 
it was suggested. People of both faiths have common problems; together 
they face secularised society. This togetherness requires expression", the 
committee held. 


Countries of immigration and emigration are inter-~dependent, it was held. 
Bi-lateral arrangements are no longer sufficient. "An economic and migraiaes 
policy for Europe as a whole is essential", the group stated. 


"The churches, however, appear to be unduly concerned with the preservation 
of the traditional patterns of ministry. It is evident that their structure 
and strategy are largely irrelevant to the new situation and the new needs", 
it was said. ; 


In view of this, the committee expressed its conviction that "the churches 
together must restructure their work to enable them to function effectively. 
in the new society". ; EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANTS, ANGLICANS JOIN 
IN PRAYERS FOR PEACE 


(Geneva) ~ Pope Paul VI's appeal for prayers for peace during the month of 
October has -brought a response from several quarters. 


The Australian Council of Churches has recommended to its 11 Anglican, 
Protestant and Orthodox member churches that during October prayers be offered 
in all churches for "the people of Vietnam, for the ending of the conflict and 
the achievement of peace". 


The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have asked that special prayers be 
offered for peace on Sunday,|October 23 - the eve of United Nations Day, 


In his message supporting the Pope's appeal, the Rev. Douglas Thompson, 
president of the British Methodist Conference, said the situation in Vietnam 
was such that "a real threat of world conflagration is emerging there". He 
appealed to every Methodist in Britain to join with the rest of Christendcm 
in prayer that the matter may be resolved swiftly. 


Dre Ernest Payne, secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, said he 
was sure Christians of all traditions and communions would support the Pope's 
appeal, and the Rev. Maxwell Janes, president of the Congregational Church, 
said he hoped every Congregational minister would lead his people in prayers 
for peace in Vietnam. EPS, Geneva 


OPPOSITION TO "INEQUITABLE SEPARATION" 
VOICED BY SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHMEN 


(Londen) - In a letter published in The Guardian, a number of prominent 

South African Christian leaders expressed their conviction "that the resources 
of human good will" in South Africa are "even now sufficient to-enable us to 
solve the problems we are facing. Difficult as these problems are, we may 
hope for their solution if only the accredited leaders of the different groups 
Can get together in freedom for discussion." 


This is the reason why, in the view of the authors of the letter, "the poli- 
cies of inequitable separation enforced by the South African government" are 
the main obstacle to a solution of the racial problems of the country, and 


are therefore "encouraging all those who cail for violence and revolution", 


Among the 23 signers of the letter were the Rt. Rev. G L. Tindall, Anglican 
Bishop of Grahamstown; the Rev. Basil Brown, general secretary of the 
National Christian Council of South Africa; Dr. Edgar H. Brookes, former 
senator of Natals the Rev. C. de B. Webb, former president of the Methodist 
Church in South Africa; Mr. Alan Paton, Ae well-known writer; Suffragan 
Bishop Philip Russell, and a number of members of the Institute of Race 
Relations of South Africa. EPS, Geneva 


UNITED THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
MARKS CHILE'S INDEPENDENCE 


(Santiago) -- On the 156th anniversary of Chilean independence, a united 
thanksgiving service was held in the main plaza of Nunoa, a suburb of 


Santiago. 


The service was led by the Roman Catholic bishop, the pastor of St. Paul's 
Methodist Church, and a lay leader of the Lutheran church. The Jewish rabbi 
was invited to deliver a prayer. 


In the sermon the Methodist pastor emphasised the sovereignty of Jesus Christ 
and the fact that God continues to act and create in the history of Chile. 
EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN CHURCHMAN REJECTS 

"A THEOLOGY OF REVOLUTION" 

(Berlin) ~- In a lead article in the West Berlin Sunday paper Die Kirche, 

the Reve De Otto Dibelius, former Bishop of the Evangelical Church of Berlin— 
Brandenburg, contends that a "theology of revolution" such as was advocated 
by the WCC World Conference on Church and Society in July must be rejected 
quickly and emphatically. 


A revolution cannot be justified on the basis of the nature of the Church, 
he states, for the Christian ethos is in no way a "revolutionary ethos" but 
is rather the power of a new mode of life called for by God. This ethos 
should "stand against all narrow Christian thinking", he said, but it must 
not be called ."revolutionary". The New Testament "very simply but clearly" 
called it conversion. 


"God save us from a '!theology of revolution! such as was called for in 
Geneva!", the former bishop stated. "The Church!s spiritual substance has 
been sold out in this century to such an extent that this final seal of ap- 
proval was really not necessary", he said. 


The World Council of Churches was not founded in order to barter the Johannine 
theology, which placed the world under divine judgement, for a "theology of 
revolution", said the German churchman. The Council should stick to the 

goal of a "responsible society". Even that was expressed in a very "worldly" 
manner, but it could be conceived of as the task of Christian churches, he 
held. EPS, Geneva 


LWF DELEGATION REPORTS 
ON VISIT TO U.5.5S.R. 


(Geneva) - A delegation from the Lutheran World Federation which visited the 
Soviet Union recently found Lutheran churches there well attended but the 
number of baptisms, confirmations and church weddings was decreasing. 


Christians in the Soviet Union have a profound desire for contacts with 

fellow religionists in other countries, it was reported. Pastors and theolo— 
gians of the Estonian and Latvian churches particularly spoke of their wish 

to participate in international theological conferences and church gatherings, 
as well as their need for theological literature. 


Before leaving the USSR, the LwF delegation discussed these two requests with 
the representatives of the State Department of Religious Affairs in Moscow. 


While the purpose of the LWF visit was primarily to discuss Federation plans 
with Estonian and Latvian pastors, the delegation also contacted representa- 
tives of the Lithuanian Evangelical Church, which is not as yet a member of 
the Federation. Conversations were also held with leading figures in the 
Russian Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Baptist churches. 


Those going to the USSR were Dr. André Appel, general secretary of the LWP; 
Dr. Ivar Asheim, director of the Department of Theology; and Pastor Paul 
Hansen, secretary for European minority churches. EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLO-—CATHOLICS OPPOSE 
CHURCH UNION CONSULTATION 


(Chicago) - The American/ Church Union, unofficial Anglo-Catholic wing of the 
Anglican communion in this hemisphere, has voiced strong criticism of the 
"principles upon which the work of the Consultation on Church Union has been 
proceeding", 


At its annual national council, the group changed its name to the "Church 
Union", since its membership includes Canadians and others from elsewhere in 
the hemisphere. 


In its resolution on the Consultation, the group said it "rejoices in the 
movement towards the true unity of the churches", but it charged that the 
Consultation has abandoned "the consensus of Christian tradition" in its 
merger negotiations among nine Protestant denominations. 


Specific objections were raised to the "proposed optional use of Catholic 
creeds, its deliberate dilution and compromise of the apostolic succession 
of Catholic truth, Catholic ministry, and Catholic sacraments". 


(The Church Union states that its use of the word "Catholic" is in “its older 
sense of reference to a historic body of belief, worship and discipline em- 
bracing Anglicanism and Eastern Orthodoxy as well as the Roman Catholic 
Church". ) 


In a related resolution, the American Church Union expressed the belief that 
the ecumenical spirit "moves us to further study, prayer, dialogue, and co- 
operative action with Christians of all persuasions" but stressed that these 
activities should take place "while remaining in our present traditions..." 
EPS, Geneva 


MORE PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC LIFE 
URGED BY SPANISH INTELLECTUALS 


(Madrid) - Establishment of true democracy in Spain as demanded by "the 
dignity of the human person" was urged by the National Catholic Association 
of Propagandists ( ACNP) at a meeting attended by representatives of all 
Spanish dioceses. 


The influential Catholic organisation met at the El Pinar retreat house near 
the place where the so-called Operation Moses, dissident group of DES atay and 
laymen, was originally scheduled to meet (EPS Vide 32)» 


The promoters of Operation Moses are still trying to gather signatures for a 
document they intend to send to Pope Paul VI and the Spanish bishops calling | 
for separation of Church and state in Spain. 


The resolutions adopted by the ACNP could have the same importance and impact 
as the proposed Operation Moses document. ACNP is composed principally of 
intellectuals who have great prestige and influence in Spanish life. © Poli- 
tically it leans toward Christian democracy, although some of its members 
work closely with the present régime, 


"Participation in Public Life" was the theme of the ACNP's discussions. 
Among its conclusions were: 


- Participation is dictated by the dignity of the human person and assumes 
a democratic base for harmonious political action. 


(more) 
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- This participation implies the liberty, solidarity and responsibility of 
all citizens, a juridical régime that produces a proper division of public 
functions, and the effective protection of the rights of individuals and 
society. 


- Excessive statism lessens personal responsibility, results in inflexible 
conformity and inhibits the citizens in their public life. 


- It is necessary that the doctrines of Vatican Council II permeate Spanish 
social and political life. EPS, Geneva 


JOINT THEOLOGICAL RESEARCH 
REPORTED BY CATHOLIC ECUMENIST 


(Washington, DiyCie!) ~ "Theologians taking part in talks between Catholics and 
several Protestant. denominations have advanced beyond the point of comparing 
theological positions. They are now engaged in joint theological researche" 


This appraisal of the state of the dialogue was offered by Msgr. William W. 
Baum, executive director of American Bishops! Commission on Ecumenical Affairs. 


He said the dialogue with Lutherans centres on theological issues; conversa- 
tions with Episcopalians on pastoral problems; talks with Presbyterians on 
continued church reform and renewale 


Conceding that "most of the progress has been among theologians and scholars", 
the Catholic ecumenist pointed out that "there is a natural time lag before 
it can be spread to the general church public. 


"The unity movement is for all, not just for scholars", he said, "so our big 
task now is to bring this consensus among theologians to the total nen 
of the churches, to the Christian people", 


Commenting on the recent conversations between eS. Roman Catholics and 
Lutherans, Msgr. Baum said he found grounds for "theological convergence" on 
the question of the Eucharist. 


He.explained that a "convergence of thought" did not mean "syncretism, or a 
fabrication of mutually acceptable beliefs. 


"It goes far beyond that", he said. "Pogether we are searching the data to 
see what they say - the Scriptures, the fathers, the doctors of the Church." 


Msgr. Baum did not imply there was agreement at the end of the conversations, 
"but under careful analysis from all these sources, the differences did not 
appear to be so great as had been believed before", he said, EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND COMMITTEE 
PREPARES FOR ANGLICAN TALKS 


(Bdinburgh) - The Church of Scotland's new committee appointed by the General 
Assembly to engage in unity conversations with the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland had a two-day meeting here in late September in preparation for the 
joint talks, expected to start later this year. 


The committee was convened by the Rev. Professor J.K.S. Reid of Aberdeen, 

and its 20 members include the Very Rev. Dr. Archibald Watt, immediate past 
Moderator of the General Assembly, and Lord Birsay, Lord High Commissioner to 
the General Assembly in 1965 and 1966. 


At its first meeting the committee considered the mission and ministry of the 
whole church in the contemporary situation and the place of inter-communion 
and full communion towards reunion - two of the subjects which the Assembly 
authorised the committee to take up with the Episcopal Church. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. CARDINAL'S STAND ON WAR 
OPPOSED BY FRENCH PRIEST 


(Paris) - A French priest has strongly criticised Francis Cardinal Spellman, 
Archbishop of New York, for his support of U.S. policy on the Vietnam war. 


In an: "open letter" to the cardinal published in the weekly Croix de Toulouse, 
Abbé Albert Gau, a former representative in the National Assembly of the 
Peoples Republican Movement (Christian Democratic), said that Roman Catholics 
should, above all, speak the language of peace. 


"Por us, as for you, it is Christ who is dying in the agonies and flames in 
the rice fields and villages! of these poor Vietnamese people, There cannot 
be a holy war", the priest wrote. 


Cardinal Spellman, when he addressed the Veterans of Foreign Wars convention 
in New York in August, declared that every person and country "has a God=given 
right to protect and defend itself and others against unjust aggression", 


Exercising such a right, the cardinal continued, "in no way disorders God's 
world. On the contrary, it seeks to prevent the misery and disorder of 

deprived freedom, stifled truth, denied justice, and repudiated love which 
are inherent in any form of aggression." EPS, Geneva 


DEMAND FOR BIBLE GROWS; 
WORLD BUDGET SET AT $6 MILLION 


(London) = In Latin America the demand for copies of a modern translation of 
the New Testament in Spanish has been so great that supplies were exhausted 
Within a few weeks in some countries. In Africa the growing literacy rate 
has produced an unprecedented demand for the Scriptures. And in Asia the 
revision of some current Bible translations is urgently needed, 


Yet the Executive Committee of the United Bible Societies reported at a 
meeting in Berlin in September that projects costing £75,800 ($212,240) have 
been eliminated from its 1967 budget for lack of funds. 


"Tt is most disturbing that work should have to be curtailed at a time when 
widespread opportunities are offered for Bible work throughout the world", 
said Dr. Olivier Béguin, general secretary of the United Bible Societies. 


The 1967 budget for Bible translation and distribution work throughout 

the world has been set at £2,305,650 ($6, 455,820). This is the amount that 
Bible Societies must raise in order to cover the deficit incurred as a result 
of work being done in non-selfsupporting areas. 


The Bible Societies sponsor or are related to current translation or revision 
work in 750 languages. Distribution of the texts takes place in 120 
countricse EPS, Geneva 


POPE HAILS ANGLICANS! ROME CENTRE 


(Vatican City) - Fourteen clergymen representing the Anglican community in 
Rome were received by Pope Paul VI. They presented the Pope with an invita- 
tion to visit the Doria Palace, a special Anglican study centre which is also 
intended to serve as the residence of a personal representative of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury at the Holy See (presently Canon John Findlow). 


“Anglican visitors were headed by Bishop John Moorman of Ripon, England who 
served as senior Anglican delegate-observer at Vatican II. 


Replying to a formal address of salutation by Bishop Moorman, the Pope des- 
cribed the establishment of the Anglican centre as "a further step in practical 
ecumenism", He said the distance that still separates Anglicans and Roman 
Catholics "must begin to be overcome by this first advance, by our mutual 
acquaintance". nhee EPS, Geneva 
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LUTHER NOT TO BE MADE 
CHIEF ADVOCATE OF SOCIALISM" An : 


(Berlin) — When the 450th anniversary of the Reformation is celebrated next 
year in the East German Republic, Martin Luther will not be made the "chief 
advocate of socialism". This was stated by Gerald Gotting, deputy chairman 
of the German Democratic Privy Council and President of the Hast German 
Christian Democratic Union, at a meeting in Wittenberg recently. 


"It is only by, honouring Luther and the Reformation in their historical con~ 
‘text, free of any taint of reactionary abuse, that we can let ourselves be 
oe touched by the significance of this man and his age", Gotting stated. 


According to the Hast Berlin newspaper Neue 4eit, Gotting remarked that for 
the first time in German history, the forthcoming Reformation celebration 
would have peace and international understanding as its themes Due. to the 
national and international importance of the Reformation jubilee, various 
opportunities were offered, "which arise for the most part from the people's 
significant initiatives". The preparations for the celebration should be 
used "to further the peace and happiness of our people and world peace to 

the best of our ability and in accordance with the great humanistic tradition 
of the Reformation", he stated. EPS, Geneva 


PRIESTS ANSWERING POLL FAVOUR 
RE-EXAMINATION OF CELIBACY LAW 


(New York) - The U.S. Catholic monthly Jubilee discovered by polling 500 
priests among its readership that two-thirds of those who replied favour a 
reeappraisal of the law of clerical celibacy. The remaining third were 
adamantly in favour of the discipline. 


One priest, described as a 49-year-old Boston college dean and member of a 
religious order, went so far as to say that if celibacy for priests were 
ever abolished or were even made optional, he would leave the priesthood. 


Most of those polled were parish clergy, but in their number were also dio- 

cesan officials, college and seminary professors, social workers and a lone 

auxiliary bishop. 

Edward Rice, editor of Jubilee, said the magazine did not attempt to produce 
scientifically weighted polls but from time to time surveyed the opinions of 
‘its readers on topics of special interest to Catholics. 


The October issue of the magazine presents excerpts from the mail elicited 
by its inquiry about celibacy. 


"A church leadership of bachelors makes for a one-sided approach", according 
to a 27-year-old Minnesota parish priest. "And you only invite a certain 
group of people by restricting it; the priesthood of Christ allows for 
greater variety." 


"Personally I think celibacy makes me a more Christlike priest, but more and 
-more I can appreciate that married life and priesthood are not incqmpatible", 
a 57-year-old Long Island pastor wrote. 


A teacher, counsellor and parish priest in Gary, Ind., held that celibacy 
for priests should be an individual choice and not be universally legislated. 


A 57-year-old parish priest from Massachusetts said that celibacy was both 
widely admired and widely misunderstood by the Catholic laity. It is, he 
says, the source of loneliness and tension and is responsible for the "cranki- 
ness of many older priests". EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN JOURNAL ASSESSES 
CHURCH AND SOCTETY CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) — A 'thorough-going transformation" has taken place in the awareness 
that Christians and the Church have of their common responsibility. This 
is the result of the World Conference on Church and Society and the dis- 
cussions that have taken place between theologians of the Roman Catholic 
Church and member churches of the World Council of Churches. 


This was the major conclusion of a report on the Church and Society Confer- 
ence published by the German Catholic monthly Herder Correspondence. 


This transformation represents a change in the substance of ccumenism under 
pressure from the. world, which means a return from abstract theologizing to 
"the concrete Gospel". 


Herder Correspondence thought that Dr. Charles Moeller, under-secretary of 

the Congregation for the Dissemination of the Faith, had spoken a "liberating. 
word" at the Geneva conference by conferring an "urgent priority" on tasks of 
practical cooperation in the service of the world, thus compensating for a 
past deprecation of the Social Gospel. Moreover, the conference moved beyond 
what. used to be labelled Life and Work. Instead, it proposed that the 
churches had a joint responsibility for social justice in terms appropriate 

to a technological civilisation, and growing out of an authentic witness to 
faith. 


In this connection, the Herder Correspondence article terms the lectures, 
discussions and reports of the two meetings held earlier between the WOC 
Department on Church and Society and the Vatican Secretariat for Christian 
Unity - published under the title "Theology and Social Ethics" - an "invalue 
able source" of mutual insights. 


"They will perhaps someday be looked upon as the starting point for a new 
Christian sense of responsibility", said the article. After reading these 
reports one should no longer be in doubt as to the origin of certain social — 
ideas in the Vatican Council decrees. ; : i 


One problem that had come up in the joint WCC-Roman Catholic conversations 
was that of development aid for underdeveloped nations. "Why is this eco- 

nomic problem of concern to the Church?", the German publication asks. 
"Because the manner in which aid is administered precipitates grave social 
injustice with world-wide consequences, and thus bears within itself a moral 

factor of the first order, resulting in a sense of guilt on the part of the 
so-called Christian nations." 


Herder Correspondence notes that the Ghuron and Society Conference was 
"sufficiently well-counselled and served" by prominent experts to point the 
way to a genuine partnership between the "rich" and the "poor" nations, 
serving as the basis for a political world community. © It had become clear 
"where the Church should exercise its moral authority and where Christians 
face questions of conscience, and this place’ is no longer Liberslism. Here 
the theological confession of the unity of mankind in Jesus Christ as the 
Lord of Creation finds its realistic equivalent. 


"Onoe laymen have seen and articulated what is important in this connection, 
theologians will undoubtedly become aware of the theological significance of 
the concrete problems for the emergence of a world community." EPS, Geneva 


eat 


No. 33 ~ 13th October, 1966 ae 


DISASTER SIGNALS CITED 

BY RACE RELATIONS SECRETARY 

(New York) - This country is "face to face with disaster" as a result of 
recent racial. developments, Herluf.M. Jensen told the Board of Social Ministry 
of the Lutheran Church in America. 


Mr. Jensen is the Board's secretary for intergroup relations and economic 
affairs. 


Speaking at the Board's fall meeting, he cited the following as evidence of 
his contention: ~defeat: of the civil rights bill with its "woefully weak" 
section on fair housing; the nomination of Lester Maddox, an avowed segre- 
gationist, as the Democratic candidate for Governor of Georgia; federal in- 
action in the face of race riots; continued public school segregation; the- 
decline in Negro buying power; cities in "advanced stages of deterioration". 


In addition, said Mr. Jensen, there is the "disheartening response of Congress 
to the problem of poverty, and the general reluctance of churches to continue 
allocating financial resources to race programmes" although they attached the 
highest priority to them. ‘ EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC THEOLOGIAN CHARTS 
ECUMENICAL PROGRESS AND DANGERS 


(Rome) = An official of the Vatican. Secretariat for Christian Unity told the 
international theology congress here that the World Council of Churches! 
declaration on unity. adopted at New Delhi in 1961 constituted "considerable 
progress, which we as Catholics should welcome", 


The speaker was Father Jerome Hamer, 0.Pey assistant secretary general of 
the Vatican secretariat. 


He told the 1,200 theologians that the New Delhi statement went beyond the 
"ecclesiological neutrality" for which earlier WCC statementshad been criti- ~ 
cised. It clearly outlined the unity for which the WCC was praying and 
working: a visible, organic unity founded on confession of Christ, a single. 
apostolic faith, the preaching of the same Gospel, celebration of one com-— 
munion, unity of prayer, common commitment in one witness and service, ands 
finally a body of ministers recognised by all, aap? 


Today, Father Hamer noted, the WCC, like all Christians, must come to terms 
with a new situation characterised by the "crisis in the interpretation of 
scripture" and the "imperative of common action". 


Referring to current trends in Biblical exegesis, especially the Bultmann ~~~ 
school, Father Hamer.warned against a criticism that jeopardised the ecumenical 
effort by casting doubt on the unity of New Testament revelation, and thus on 
the unity of the Church. He tried instead to show how the dialogue among _. 
Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox could be fruitful in the field of herme- 
neutics, i.e. the way to present the Bible message to people today. 


Finally, he welcomed the results of the Church and Society Conference, the 
Vatican's Pastoral Constitution, and passages in the Decree on Ecumenism that 
Gall on all Christians to become involved in developing structures in the 
world. Whether they engage in the struggle for peace or the effort to obtain 
social justice, they should found their common action on a Biblical basis, 

he held. EPS, Geneva 
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The Bishop of Bloemfontein,’ South Africa, the Rt. Reve B. B. Burnett, 49, 
has resigned the see, which he has held since 1957, to become secretary of 
the Christian Council of South Africa. He will leave his diocese at the 
end of the year. The Bishop, a South African, is a member of the WCC. 
Central Committee. He has spent the whcle of his ministry in the Province. 
From 1950 to 1954 he was et of Michaelhouse, one of its principal 
schools. 


* * * 


The Youth Consultation scheduled by the Hast Asia Christian Conference for 

. October 12-15 at Seoul, Korea, has been postponed until 1967, according to 
Dr. S. Nababan of Indonesia, youth secretary of the EACC. Date and place 
of the meeting will be announced later. Planned around the theme "The 
Church, Young Churchmen, and the Nation", the consultation will encourage 
young yeople 20 to 30 years of age to be concerned about the mission of the 
Church, the Word of God in the life of youth; and "God, Man and Money". 


x x % ‘ 


* At a recent symposium in French-speaking Africa representatives of Protestant 
and Roman Catholic groups operating schools considered how to prepare pupils 
for life in modern Africa, which is primarily rural. It was recommended 
that ample use be made of the radio in each country, that a farm school be’ 
attached to each centre and that ways be found to use traditional African. 
and Madagascan games and songs in teaching. : 


* * * 


Gifts of a house and cash enabled the Methodist Church in Sydney to set up 
Australia's first treatment centre for drug addicts. In the past few 
months, various medical, legal and religious leaders have warned that 
Australia is experiencing a rapid growth in drug addiction. Some have 
claimed that drug addiction is approaching major proportions. Sydney is 
believed to have the worst problem, with much of it at King's Cross, centre 
of the city's night life. ~The house given to the Methodist Church for a 
treatment centre is in the heart of King's Cross. It is intended to provide 
a place where acuicts, or people with drug problems, can come anonymously 
into an unclinical, unregimented and unprofessional atmosphere to be helped 
in every way possible. 5 


* * % 


European Protestant pastors engaged full-time in social work conferred with 
social scientists and others ministering to industrial workers at a meeting 
in Bad Boll, Germany, in early October, The conference was one of a series 
of regional consultations called by the WCC Division of World Mission and — 
Evangelism. - More than 60 people from 12 countries were present to discuss ” 
current issues in the Church's service in industry, in large corporate struc- 
tures, and in urban "agglomerations". 


* * * 
Archbishop Michael Makarios, President of Cyprus, will visit Chile October 
24-27. at the invitation of Chilean President Eduardo Frei. The Chilean 


visit will be part of the Archbishop's three~nation ‘lan of South America, 
with other Oh te planned -for Brazil and Uruguay. 


* * * 
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A cheque for $50,000 (Malaysian money) was presented to the Methodist Girls 
Sc..ool in Teluk Anson by Enche Khir Johari, Minister of Education of Malaysie, 
an overwhelmingly Muslim country. Mr. Khir said: "This government help for 
a Methodist school is appropriate because the Methodist schools have been 
giving splendid service to the cause of education in Malaysia. The govern~ 
ment looks to schools such as these to produce the educated and. intellectuals, 
both from the rural and urban areas." 


* * * 


The World Council of Churches was represented at ceremonies marking indepen- 
dence for the British Protectorate of Bechuanaland. The Rte Rev. Bb. 
Burnett, Bishop of Bloemfontein, South Africa, and a member of the WCC Central 
Committee, was present to see Sir Seretse Kham sworn in as President of the 
new Republic of Botswana. 


* * * 


Dr. Nahum Goldmann, president of the Jewish World Congress, disclosed plans 

to establish an international research centre at the villa in Wannsee - a 
residential suburb of West Berlin - where Nazi leaders in 1942 laid their 
plans to wipe out European Jewry. The centre plans to study and collect 
information not only on Jewish problems, but on all aspects of nazism. If 
the project finds sufficient support, work at Wannsee could begin next spring. 


* * * 


The new University Christian Movement (USA) will have a staff member as an 
observer and intcrnational affairs worker at the United Nations. The Woman's 
Division of the Methodist Board of Missions will pay one-half of the worker's 
salary and will provide office space in the Church Centre for the United 
Nations, across the street from the U.N. in New York, One of the major: aims 
of the UCM as discussed during its formation is "the renewal of the world, 

not just the reorganisation of the Church", 


* * * 


A group of Anglican, Protcstant and Catholic churchmen in Australia plan to 
launch a new national magazine in November, according to Anglican Bishop Kerle 
of Armidale. The magazine would "bring the whole Church to the whole com— 
munity" and focus attention on the growing ecumenical movement. It would 
also provide a Christian viewpoint on political, social and economic issues, 
and be the "mouthpiece of the Christian faith" as represented by the different 
denominations, It will be called "Together", and its first issue will, com— 
ment on the forthcoming federal elections in Australia. 


* * * 


The General Council of the British Student Christian Movement, at its recent 
meeting at High Leigh, Hoddesden, determined that conversations should im— 
mediately be sought with conservative evangelical Christians to consider those 
differences that most sharply divide Christians from one another. It also 
saw the need to build up open exploratory groups in universities and colleges. 


* * * 


The decision by the U.S. Office of Economic Opportunity to suspend 
Mississippi's Head Start programme, which has aided 12,000 pre-school children, 
has been sharply criticised by the National Council of Churches Division of 
Christian Life and Mission and the executive of the United Presbyterian Board 
of National Missions. The action was branded as "purely political", the 
result of pressure brought by middle-class people who objected to the pro- 
gramme's being controlled by poor people in the state. Mary Holmes Junior 
College, related to the United Presbyterian Church, has served as the enabling 
agency for more that $7 million in OKO funds. . EPS, Geneva 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 

1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 33 34 00 

CABLES “OIKOUMENE”’” 


Ecumenical! Press Service 


U. S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


Published Weekly 


No. 34/33rd Year | 27th October, 1966 ‘ 
Contents 
‘British Council criticises the report on sex and morality - -« 2 
Mexican Methodists vote to sponsor new interdenominational 
SEMINARY: ea ees : “ Ne ta wete eit and oieiiete lable is Witt erle*al (nets ® comes 
Week of Prayer to eae pies for growing fellowship « 33-4 
Greek Orthodox report sixteen new parishes in Britain .«.+s: 4 
Informal talks with Pentecostals centre on church renewal -« 4 
Dr. Blake calls for "imaginative love" in U.N. Day 
service 13, Westminster Abbey . 26 co « s « s « @ “age i Bae 
Refugee appeal endorsed by WCC leader «=... » . ~5-6 
Research started on needs of East African churches - win 
: Role of YMCA/YWCA in non-Christian lands assessed it 
Latin American Bishops support structural changes 4. 
WCC leader receives Protestant Council award « i « 5 « « » 8 
HACC seeks to integrate laymen from overseas o « » » o » # » 8 
World confessional bodies discuss division of labour in 
RACE UAT Lie ROTO. Cig sc gt hice tie PM ed wh ae Wik tet ear an Uw Vid ewes Ths cw her Une 
French pastor tours refugee camps in Cambodia . .'se » « » « 10 
U.S. churchman's death draws comment from Dro Blake «= « -10-l11 
Christian .educatorst institute set. for Kenya! in 1967). «2. Ll 
Werning-iested to Spain's Catholic Action’ 26. s)3 (0/2 0) «8 sade 
tape Counci Liplans “mission -in wi bys ia sone fa ee Ao) oe) Bee 
BACC conference hears: John R..Mott lectures +s os 6 «© « 6 12 
Youth consultation hears talks on economic justice . . o « « 13 
Review of congregational forms described as urgent need «5» » 15 
Poape0C0usought, for youth projects wine L967 is eo Valea el wana 
New Zealand Council presents carved panel to WCCO . « « o 6 »o ld 
Bible edition for mentally retarded produced in Holland »= » 14 
PAREN Cree giMioh Na) vei digi bel Pa Gaatenly Pra aal ialmre hake Rtn we Ye. la sal ,ce.tu Sit eile Ree me pakke 


To Our Readers: EPS wishes to apologise for the irregularity of its 
publication since the beginning of 1966. This irregularity will unfor~ 
tunately need to continue until the end of the year. Due to an unexpec- 
ted increase in postal rates in Switzerland, mailing costs have increased 
four-fold in.1966. In order to avoid raising the EPS subscription price 
again, we have preferred to reduce the number of issues. With the 
adoption of offset printing on January lst, 1967, EPS will be eligible 
for reduced postal rates, which will still be twice as high as those paid 
until 1965. We trust that our readers will excuse our unwillingly but 
inevitably reduced operation. 


The next issue of EPS will be published on 10th November. 


Published weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches « World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations » World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


[he aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
movements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items: EP ced i with acknowledgment, _ 
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BRITISH COUNCIL REJECTS 
FRANK REPORT ON SEX AND MORALITY 


(London) = The controversial report on sex and morality prepared for 
the British Council of Churches by a 12-member working party was crite 
icised by the Council at its half-yearly meeting here on October 26. 


Instead the Council issued a statement holding that "sexual intercourse 
should be confined within the married state". This rule, it, said, 
"is in accordance with the will and purpose of God". 


The 77-page report, published by SCM Press and released to the press 
before the Council meeting, had drawn the condemnation of two leaders of 
the Church of Scotland and several Anglican bishopso However, the 


Sa a 


While it covered all aspects of sex, morality and marriage, the report 
contained no unequivocal statement about sexual intercourse outside 
Marriagee The committee said: No rule can cover all the varied and 
complex situations in which men and women find themselvesoo. Our re= 
luctance to spell out the meaning of chastity in terms of basic rules 
is not due to any lack of conviction about the value of chastity, but 
rather a desire to give adequate content to the worde" 


The Council said: "That the Council, while convinced that Christians 
must always show compassion to those who fall below the highest stan- 
dard, and neither, condemn nor condone, affirm as Christians the rule 
that sexual intercourse should be confined within the married stateo 


"Tt believes that the maintenance of this rule is in accordance with 
the will and purpose of God, and that God's grace and strength are 
available to help all who seek to reach that demanding and rewarding 
standard. 


"In light of this, and while regretting that the working party did not 
proceed to state unambiguously those conelusions, the Council received 
the report on sex and morality, which has much to contribute of value 

to the contemporary discussion of moral questions, by both Christians 

and non-Christians." EPS, Geneva 


MEXICAN METHODISTS VOTE TO SPONSOR 
NEW INTERDENOMINATIONAL SEMINARY 


(Monterrey, Mexico) = The decision by the autonomous Methodist Church of 
Mexico. to cooperate in forming an ecumenical seminary was cited as ine 
dicating a "new spirit of cooperation among Protestant groups in Mexicdb 


This was one of several actions taken by the Methodist General Confer= 
ence when it met here early in October. 


Other churches which will cooperate in the seminary are Episcopal, 
Lutheran, Congregational, Disciples of Christ and Baptiste 


The General Conference also voted to replace the Council on Cooperation, 
composed of eight U.S. missionaries and eight Mexican church leaders, 
with a new Commission on Coordination, made up of 16 persons, three of 
whom are missionaries. The group will not only make decisions about 
missionaries and mission funds, but will represent the church in all its 
relations with U.S. Methodism. It is considered more representative 
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of the Mexican church since all areas of church life are related to it 
and the majority of members are nationals. 


Bishop Alejandro Ruiz, 43, was re-elected for a four-year term. In a 
major address he set forth his views on ecumenism as follows: "When it 
comes to unity, meaning organic unity including the Roman Catholic 
Church, this remains beyond consideration. To enter into dialogue, 
mutual understanding, and respect as good neighbours must not signify 
that we will return to the Vatican. We must, nevertheless, be willing 
to march forward in the new spirit of Christian fraternity and colla- 
boration." 


He also expressed the view that organic union among Protestant denomi- 
nations in Mexico "must be looked upon as the fruit (of cooperation) 
instead of the end in itself. 


"The scandal is not so much in denominational division as it. is in the 
absence of ilove for one another, in our egoism and competition, and in 
our poor spirit of cooperation as members of the body of Christ", he 

saido EPS, Geneva 


WEEK OF PRAYER TO INCLUDE 
THANKS FOR GROWING FELLOWSHIP 


(Geneva) = While past celebrations of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity have emphasised the fact of division, future observances will need 
to express gratitude for the fellowship already achieved and the possi- 
bility of common witness. 


This was the conclusion of thirty Protestants and Catholics who attended 
a consultation arranged by the World Council of Churches! Faith and 
Order Commission with the approval of the Secretariat for Promotion of 
Christian Unity in Rome. 


Papers dealing with the theological foundation of common prayer were 
presented by Prof. Boris Bobrinskoy (Paris), Bishop Erich EHichele 
(Stuttgart), and Father Yves Congar (Strasbourg). 


Turning to practical problems, the delegates agreed that in future the 
common leaflet giving a service for each day in the week should be pre= 
pared by a larger, more representative group including members from 
different confessions, cultures and pastoral situationso 


The need for local adaptation of basic texts sent to the churches was 
also stressed. It is hoped that there will be even more cooperation in 
preparing these adaptations in the different regions. 


Concerning the date of the Week of Prayer, the participants agreed that 
both January 18-25 and the week before Pentecost have certain advan-= 
tages and limitations. An attempt should be made in each region to 
reach a common date, it was held. 


Participants at the consultation included: From the WCC side = 
Metropolitan Emilianos, Representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch in 
Constantinople; Prof. Aharon Sapsezian from the Evangelical Theological 
Seminary of Brazil; and representatives from the National Council of 
Churches (USA), British Council of Churches, and the Oekumenische 
Centrale (Germany). Two delegates also came from the Evangelical 
Alliance, a federation of conservative Evangelicals primarily in Europe. 
Since 1846 the federation has held a yearly week of prayer concerned 
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with the,unity of Christians. 


From the Roman Catholic side. - Rt..Rev. Salinas. Fuenzalida, Bishop of 
Linares (Chile); Prof. Charles Boyer, Pontificia Universita Gregoriana 
(Rome); Dom Olivier Rousseau (Belgium); Fr. Pierre Michalon, Unité 
Chrétienne (France); ‘Fr. A. W.. Muthumalai, Madras. 


Co-chairmen of the conference,.were Fr. Jerome Hamer of the Secretariat 
for Unity and,Dr. Lukas Vischer, director of the Faith and Order Com- 
mission: in Geneva. EPS, Geneva 


GREEK ORTHODOX REPORT SIXTEEN 
NEW PARISHES IN BRITAIN 


(Glasgow) » The second Clergy-Laity Conference of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain, meeting here October 12-14, 
heard a report that 16 new parishes have been established in Great Britain 
since the arrival of Archbishop Athenagoras II in February 1964. 


Three additional parishes have been founded in Sweden and one in Norwayo 


Delegates attending the conference came. from all parishes of the Arch- 
diocése:. which covers the United Kingdom, Sweden, Norway, Iceland and 
Malta. 


Other developments reported to the conference included the following: a 
philanthropic association for women known as the Greek Orthodox Charities 
Organisation; a religious periodical, The Orthodox Herald, published 
every two.months; two educational, centres opened in London - one in’ * 
Kentish Town and the other in Shepherds Bush; Sunday Schools in all © 
parishes; the number of priests and deacons increased to 34. 

EPS, Geneva 


INFORMAL TALKS WITH PENTECOSTALS 
CENTRE ON CHURCH RENEWAL 


(Geneva) = Pastors of Pentecostal congregations in eight European coun- 
tries met with representatives of the World Council of Churches at 
Gunten, Switzerland October 23-24. 


The consultation, unofficial and informal in nature, was called by Dr. 
Walter J. Hollenweger, secretary.of-the WCC Department of Evangelism, 
and received the ‘support of thé Committee for Unity of the Pentecostal 
parishes in Switzerland. Leonhard Steiner,, secretary of the Swiss 
Pentecostal Mission, sérved as chairman. 


Preachers came from Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Germany, Switzerland, 
Great ,Britain, Denmark and. Sweden. 


The WCC was represented by Dr.:Martin Niemoller, one of its presidents, 
and five executive secretaries. Present.also was a pastor from the 
charismatic movement within the state churches in Germany.» 


At the heart of the discussion was a concern for the renewal of the 
Church, which will be a major,.topic for consideration at the Fourth 

WCC Assembly at Uppsala‘ in 1968. Two questions were asked: What are 
the views of the Pentecostal movement on this subject. and what con=- 
ditions could produce this renewal in the world? The talks proceeded 
in a spirit of complete candor, and participants agreed that further 
conversations would be useful. EPS, Geneva 
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DRe BLAKE CALLS FOR "IMAGINATIVE LOVE" 
IN UeN. DAY SERVICE AT WESTMINSTER ABBEY 


(London) - Unless men and governments are caught by "a new vision of a 
world of men who care about each other", appropriations for development 
aid andservice to refugees will not increase, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
general secretary-elect of the World Council of Churches, told a dis- 
tinguished international gathering assembled in Westminster Abbey on 
October 24 to celebrate United Nations Day. 


The service also marked the opening of the European Campaign for Refugees. 
This effort of voluntary agencies in 16 countries has been endorsed by 
the U.N. General Assembly and U.N. Day was dedicated to the cause of 
refugees. 


Present at the Abbey service were Prince Philip, husband of Queen 
Elizabeth; Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees; and Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands, chairman of the 
European Refugee Campaign. Also attending were heads of foreign dip- 
lomatic missions and members of both Houses of Parliament. 


"Political scientists teach us that no nation can be expected to sacri- 
fice itself for any end beyond itself", said Dr. Blake. "Rnlightened 
self-interest and the long view =~ these are the only hope for peace, 
they say." 


The church leader challenged this view. "One can be a realist and 
still believe that love is as real as self-assertion", he said. 


Parenthetically Dr. Blake noted that "even enlightened self-interest does 
not in fact produce sufficient funds to meet the need, nor sufficient 
motivation to use the funds unselfishly". 


Commenting on the campaign to aid refugees, mainly in Africa and Asia, 
Dr. Blake said: "I hope that this week will produce a generous out- 
pouring of gifts dedicated to this humane purpose." The motivation for 
such giving will be that men, "more or less prosperous and comfortable 
themselves, will be moved by imaginative love to help feed and shelter 
the hungry and homeless. 


"But are acts of charity really enough to express Christian charity?" 
the ecumenical leader asked. 


He reminded his listeners that "all our gifts will barely begin to touch 
the real problems of Africa or Asia... 


"The gulf between rich and poor in our world, both within and among the 
nations, poses a threat to peace that is unmatched by any other unless it 
be racial and colour hatred", he said. 


Stating that we know "the things that make for peace" - justice, respect 
for men as men, freedom, patience, discipline, and "above all love" - he 
asked: "Will we as individuals and nations begin soon enough to act 


upon such faith? Or must the sovereign Lord weep once more when he looks 
upon the city of mankind and sadly say to us: ‘Would that even today you 
knew the things that make for peace.!" 


* * * 


REFUGEE APPEAL ENDORSED BY WCC LEADER 


(Geneva) = In response to a request from Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands, 
Dro We Ae Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, recorded the following message to be televised throughout Europe 
in connection with the launching of the European Refugee Campaign: 
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"The High Commissioner for Refugees has recently reported: ~'In Europe 
the situation today seems to be stabilized ~ the problem of the old 
refugees may now be considered to belong to the past.! We in Europe 
owe much of this achievement to help from many countries overseas ~ 

help in money and help in immigration opportunitieso Unfortunately the 
world refugee problem is not over - the emphasis has moved from Europe 
to Africa and Asia. United Nations Day this year is dedicated to refu-= 
gees, and H,R.H. Prince Bernhard's appeal is based on the hope that 
Europe will raise funds for African and Asian refugees as a gesture of 
gratitude for what the world has at last done for Europe's refugeess 


"The World Council of Churches is as deeply committed to service to 
refugees in Africa, Asia and the Near East as it always has been to 
refugees in Europe. We therefore wholeheartedly support H.R.H's 
appeals If Europe will now give as it has received, we may well be 
able to report in a much smaller space of time that another of the 
world's refugee problems has been resolved. In Africa and Asia speed 
‘is! the essence of the solution." - EPS, iGeneva 


RESEARCH STARTED ON NEEDS 
OF EAST AFRICAN CHURCHES 


(Nairobi) = To learn what type of ministry would most adequately meet the 
needs of churches in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania; the Association of East 
African Theological Colleges has initiated a research project on patterns 
of ministry. 


Prof. Paul Miller, on leave from Goshen College Biblical Seminary (USA), 
will spend the next 18 months making the suryey under the direction of 

a management committee made up of representatives of the’ various East 
African churches Funds for the project have been supplied chiefly by 
the Theological Education Fundé. 


Questionnaires have already been’ sent to church leaders asking such 
questions as the following: "In what specific ways do you feel. the 
Christian Church is failing to take cognizance of African life and, to 
incorporate this in its life and mission? What factors have helped 
or hindered such incorporation?" 


Pref. Miller will also hold conferences throughout East Africa with a 
wide range of people, discussing the problems now facing the churches 
and determining what programmes would help them provide a more effective 
ministrye 


"The Church is foundering" in the éatned and backwaters of life",, Profs 
Miller told a reporter for farget,, the East African Christian newspapere 
"What we are doing here really needs to be done all over the world.” 
Mr. Miller is particularily enthusiastic about the project because sg 
much local interest and creative initiative have been shown!', 

EPS, ‘Geneva 


—J 


No, .34 = 27th October, 1966 


RO! 7? OF YMCA/YWCA IN 
NON-CHRISTIAN LANDS ASSESSED 


(Kandy. Ceylon) » Fifty delegates from 21 countries who attended a con- 
sultation on the work of YMCAs and YWCAs in nations where the dominant 
faith .: not Christianity reached these conclusions among others following 
ten days of deliberations: 


1) There is a need to break out of the sometimes isolated institutional 
life of the associations and to become more fully involved in the commu- 
nity, seeking new relations with neighbours whatever their religious 
faith; 


2) It is important to cooperate with other groups when trying to meet 
the needs of local communities and in the larger task of nation-building; 


3) .The need for well-trained Christian leaders and for Christian nurture 
in the associations is evident; 


4) .A thorough study of the Christian faith and other religions is neces-= 
sary if YMCAs and YWCAs are to be places for encounter, dialogue and 
common action, 


Delegates to the consultation came primarily from Asia, Africa and the 
Middle Hast, although Australia, Europe and North America were also re= 

ssented. They were of Protestant. Orthodox and Roman Catholic con-= 
fessions. 


Co-chairmen of the Consultation were Mrs. Phoebe Shukri (Bgypt) and the 
Rev. Celestine Fernando (Ceylon). Fraternal delegates included Father 
Ciampi, S.J., (Ceylon), Father Muthumalai, S.J., (India) and represen- 

tatives of the East Asia Christian Conference, World Student Christian 

Federation, and the United Church Women of USA. 


The first part of the 10-day Consultation consisted of lectures giving 
theological and sociological background as well as information about the 
situations in the different countries. 


Speakers included Dr. Chandran Devanesan (India) on "Christian Re:sponsi- 
bility.in.Nation-Byilding"; Dr. D..T. Niles (Ceylon) on "Challenze.and 
Opportunities"; Prof. Yoshiaki Iizaka (Japan) on "Christians in a Plura- 
listic Secular Society"; and Rev. Kenneth Nolin (Egypt) on "Theological 
Basis for Dialogue between Christians and Members of Other Religious 
Faiths": 

During the second part of the meeting working groups concentrated on "Forms 
of Sialogue and Action" and on "Structure and Administration of YMCAs and 


YwcAs in countries where the dominant faith is. other than. Christian". 
EPS. Geneva 


LATIN AMERICAN, BISHOPS 
SUPPORT STRUCTURAL CHANGES 


(Mar Del P...ta, Argentina) ~ Latin America's development "demands orderly 
but efficient structural changes", the Latin American © uncil of Roman 
Catholic Bishops (CELAM) declared in a statement approved at the close of 
its meeting heres 

The continent's development will be impossible without integration ~ the 
close cooperation and working together of ali nations in the area, it 

was held. 

The bishops offered their assistance in the work of development and in 


seeking a closer unity among the nations "fc ar continent's future". 
EPS, Geneva 


see. LEADER RECEIVES 
PROTESTANT COUNCIL AWARD 
(New York) = One of six "Awards for Excellence” presented by the Society 
for the Family of Man has gone to Drs W. A. Visser "t Hooft, Se gate 
secretary of the’ World Council of Churches. 
The award for world peace was made to the WCC leader at the ethass’ dinner 
of the Protestant Council of the City of New York held on October. 25. 
Charles Parlin, one of the presidents of the WCC, accepted the award for 
Dr. Visser *t Hooft who was travelling in the Far East. 


ty was organised by the Protestant Council as a vehicle through 
focus on the fact that “all mankind is one family under .God"™. 


2cipient of the 1966 Family of Man Award was President Lyndon Be Johnson 
or His work in civil rights "from the time he was majority leader of the 
resent". Accepting the award on behalf of the 

retary of Labour Willard Wirtz 


"Awards for Excellence” elso went to the following: Laurence Gandar, 
or of the Daily Mail, Johannesburg, South Africa, for his fight 
nst recial discrimination; Vinoba Bhave of India, for human relations; 


John We Gardner, U;S. Secretary of Health, Bducation and Welfare, for ecu] 
cation; Howard M. Rusk, director, New York University Medical, Centre,,. 
for science; Edward Steichen, photographer and creator of the original 
Family of i exhibit») for ante 


Dre Hugene Carson Blake, WCC general secretary-elect, received’ the» 
Distinguished Service urd of the Presbyterian Historical Society (USA).« 
Thea 


id 
award, presented .* the tenth annual Founder's Day ceremonies of the 
society, hailed the churchman for possessing "a feeling for the value of. 
history in nurturing « sense of direction and common purpose, an open- _ 
ness to other ways and to change". EPS, Geneva 


S TO INTEGRATE | a0) 


BACC SBEK 
FROM OVERSEAS 


AYMEN 


fi ~ > a fal : 

(Ban ngkok) = In an effort to relate Christian laymen from overseas. fe Ae 
life of Tyee churches, the Kast Asia Christian Conference has appointed 
bWwO ministers. to consult ita the churches on how this may best be doneéo 


They are the Rev. John Collins from the Commission on Eeumenical Mission, 
and. Relations of the United Presbyterian Church USA and. the Rev. James 
Pong, Anglican Regional Officer for Southeast Asia, with offices in Hong 
Kongo 


They will work with overseas laymen in commerce and industry. seeking to 
he as 2 a = 3 = Se whe i 4 

1elp them understand and appreciate the local culture and! to change 

aa of association which tend to insulate them from the local resi- 
dent LSo 


ct 


fe Ae oe, A ae ax) s 

Support oups" will give an opportunity for conversations among laymen, 
e 
5 a 


Y 
them and the nation 


Bee n »d with those of other denominations. 
situation groups" wiil conceitrate on issues common to specific realms 
of service. EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES DISCUSS 
DIVISION OF LABOUR IN TALKS WITH ROME 


(Geneva) = At a time when interconfessional conversations are multplying 
rapidly = especially between the Roman Catholic Church and other churches - 
it is imperative to achieve a "division of labour" to avoid confusion and 
unnecessary duplication of studies. 


This was the opinion of representatives of nine world confessional bodies, 
the World Council of Churches and the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constan- 
tinople who met here October 12 and 13. 


Organisations represented at the meeting were: Anglican Advisory Council 
for Missionary Strategy and Consultative Body of the Lambeth Conference; 

Baptist World Alliance; International Congregational Council; Iutheran 

World Federation; World Alliance of Reformed Churches; World Methodist 

Council; Convention of Churches of Christ (Disciples); Salvation Army; 

Friends! World Committee for Consultation. 


Major attention was given to the relationships between the confessional 
bodies and the Roman Catholic Church. 


Dr. lukas Vischer, director of the WCC's Department of Faith and Orders 
presented an address on "The Place and Task of Confessional Families in 
the Ecumenical Movement". 


"Neither the World Council of Churches nor the individual churches have 
a clear enough idea of the way in which the unity of the Church must be 
expressed at the universal level", said Dr. Vischer. 


In recent years the World Council of Churches has defined the unity of 
the Church in terms of unity of "all in each place". What is needed 
now, according to Dr. Vischer, is a new statement of unity of "all in 
all places". 


A number of practical suggestions were made by Dr. Vischer: "closer 
relationships" on the supra-national level between the churches and their 
confessional alliances; coordination of studies in the fields of unity, 
holiness, catholicity and apostolicity of the Church; the opening of 
interconfessional conversations to problems of the world as the context 
in which doctrinal differences must be studied; application of the ecu- 
menical principle "to do everything together which conscience does not 
command to be done separately". 


Following discussion, an outline was drawn up setting forth a possible 
allocation of responsibilities between confessional bodies and the WCC 
with regard to preparatory studies and conversations with the Roman 
Catholic Church. This outline will be developed and circulated to the 
confessional bodies for comments and criticism. It is hoped that an 
actual division of labour can be made when the group meets in October 
1967 in Geneva. | 


Items to be included were: mixed marriages, religious liberty, prose- 
lytism, missions, apostolate of the laity, the nature of catholicity, 
and developments in the field of social and international affairs. 


Rev. Max Woodward, secretary of the World Methodist Council, was 
elected chairman of the group; André Appel, general secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation, was named secretary. EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH PASTOR TOURS 
REFUGEE CAMPS IN CAMBODIA 


(Paris) = "Knowingly or unknowingly the U.S. Air Force and American 
Special Forces are lending the South Vietnamese Government a hand in the 
liquidation of minorities", Pastor Jacques Beaumont, secretary-general 
of the French Protestant relief agency CIMADE, charged on his return 
from a five-week trip to Cambodia. 


During his trip Pastor Beaumont visited all frontier areas where some 
25,000 refugees from Thailand and South Vietnam are located. 


His comments are contained in the October 22 issue of the Protestant 
weekly Reformes 


His criticism of the U.S. forces stemmed from the intensive and regular 
bombardment of high plateau areas of Vietnam at present controlled by 
the National Liberation Fronts Many of the mountain dwellers have fled 
to Cambodia in order to escape resettlement on the plains. Others died 
of exhaustion and disillusionment, far from their native plateau. 


Other refugee camps include the Khmers, a minority in Thailand who were 
moved by Thai authorities to strategic villages away from the frontier. 
To avoid resettlement many have come to Cambodia since last May. A 
second group of Khmers, from 18,000 to 20,000, came from Cochin-China, 
a province of Southwest Vietnam. 


A fourth group of refugees includes Buddhist priests (Bonzes) who were 


"defrocked" by the government to be: enrolled in the army. They were 
suspected by American forces and were often the victims of brutality, 
according to Pastor Beaumont. In their flight to Cambodia many Bonzes 


were either arrested or killed by South Vietnamese troops, he said. 


To take care of these people, the Cambodian government is establishing 
rural settlements in underpopulated areas. It is the hope that the 
refugees will help to develop these areas. However, since the climate 
is not very heaithy, medical protection will be needed, particularly 
drugs to prevent malaria. 


"It 1s not our desire to take the place of the Cambodian Government, 
Said Pastor Beaumont, "but to study how we can help them care for those 
they consider to be their own people". 


He listed four ways in which CIMADE and other relief agencies might 
help: © 1) provide equipment for clearing land and establishing rural 
settlements; 2) give medical aid, particularly in the fight against 
malaria; 3) provide textbooks and medical equipment for schools and 
dispensaries to be built in the new centres; 4) send a medical team 
to work among refugees in the frontier zones. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CHURCHMAN'S DEATH 
DRAWS COMMENT FROM DR. BLAKE 


(Geneva) ~ The murder of distinguished church leader Dre Robert We Spike 
in Columbus, Ohio (USA), on October 17 drew this comment from Dr. Kugene 
Carson Blake, general secretary-elect of thé World Council of Churches, 
who was chairman of the Commission on Religion and Race of the U.S. 
National Council of Churches when Dr. Spike was its executive director. 
Said Dr. Blake: 


"He was one of the most important men in the life of American churches 
todayo His book 'The Freedom Revolution and the Churches! is the best 
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analysis of the racial situation in the USA from the point of view of the 
Christian faith. During his leadership of the National Council of 

Churches! Commission on Religion and Race, I was in a position to know 
how much the Negro leadership, whether progressive or conservative, came 
to trust him. He was the key person in relation to contacts in this 
field with the Roman Catholic Church, the Jewish community, and govern-= 
ment officials. His strength was most evident in his Christian faith 
and courage grounded in his theology. His loss will be felt in all 
churches not only with regard to racial problems but basically with ree 
gard to the training of ministers for the new missionary structure of the 
Church," 


Dre Spike became a national figure, primarily in chureh circles, during 
the period of concentrated civil rights activity. He was the first 
director of the National Council's race commission and played key roles 
in organising religious participation in demonstrations and making known 
to legislators the will of religious groups on behalf of racial justice 
measureso 


Since last January he had headed the University of Chicago Divinity 
School's new doctor-of-ministry programme, a four-and-a-half year course 
designed to prepare students for newly emerging forms of ministry. In 
this capacity he served as a professor of Christian ministry. 


At the’ recent. World Conference on Church and Society Dro Spike was con= 
venor of the working group on "The Church's Action in Society", and he 
was a member of the WCC Working Committee on the Missionary Structure of 
the Church. : EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS! INSTITUTE 
SET FOR KENYA IN 1967 


(Geneva) = The World Council of Christian Education has announced that 
the Fourth World Institute on Christian Education will be held at the 
University College of Kenya in Nairobi from July 17 to 28, 1967. 
Delegates from 90 nations on all continents will attend. 


It is anticipated that 60-65% of the delegates will be laymen and women 
and the remainder professional Christian educators. The smaller nations 
are being encouraged to send not one but two delegates so that they can 
support each other as they seek to take the findings of Na roki back to 
their constituencies». A number of Roman Catholic educators have also 
been invited. 


Theme of the Institute is "God's People in God's World: Living, Learning, 
Teaching". 


Implications will be drawn for daily work, the structures of church and 
society, public education - goals, scope and practices, educating for 
peace, racial and minority problems, worship, and teaching children and 
parentse 


According to Ralph Mould, general secretary of the WCCE, all delegates 

will be given practical assistance in how to plan lay training, to bridge 
the gulf between clergy and laity, and to relate Christian service in the 
world to the churches! various teaching programmeso EPS, Geneva 
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WARNING ISSUED TO 
SPAIN'S CATHOLIC ACTION 


(Madrid) = Spain's Catholic Action movement must stay out of politics, 
Archbishop Casimiro Morcillo Gonzalez of Madrid has ruledo 


His declaration was published in the daily newspaper Ya, one of the various 
Catholic Action publications. 


This organisation, said Archbishop Morcillo, is an essentially religious 
movement for laymen and is thus excluded from direct political activity. 


"Within Christian morals are contained diverse solutions to political 
and economic problems", he said. "While these solutions are morally 
lawful, Catholic Action cannot patronise one and proscribe the rest." 


It was not the Church and Catholic Action which had to reform the politi- 
cal or economic structure, the Archbishop held, but the men formed in the 
group and acting under their personal responsibility. EPS, Geneva 


JAPAN COUNCIL PLANS 
"MISSION IN UNITY" 


(Tokyo) = Representatives of member bodies in the National Christian 
Council of Japan met here September 30 to plan a "mission in Unity" 
conference for next March. 


Increasingly, NCC-affiliated bodies are coming to understand that the 
absence of joint action and consultation limits the effectiveness of 
their witness both at home and abroad. 


Thus the "Mission in Unity" would help to strengthen the Japan NCC as a 
channel for effective evangelical and service effortso 


Heretofore the tendency of the United Church (Kyodan) to conceive of it-= 
self as performing some functions of a council has hampered the develop= 
ment of a strong united Christian witness. EPS, Geneva 


BKACC CONFERENCE HEARS 
JOHN Ro MOTT LECTURES 


(Hong Kong) = The first Asian Conference on Faith and Order is taking 
place here October 26 to November 3 under the sponsorship of the East 
Asia Christian Council. 


In addition to the work of the conference, the programme features the 
fourth series of John R. Mott lectures under the title "Confessing the 
Faith in Asia Today". 


Among the lecturers are the following: C. H. Hwang speaking on The 
Confessing Church; Dr. We Ao Visser 't Hooft on "Accommodation, True 
and False"; T. Be Simatupang on "The Confessing Church In Contemporary 
Asia} Roman Catholic theologian Joseph J. Spae on "Christ and the 
Religions" and Dr. Lukas Vischer on the Church in Europec EPS, Geneva 
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YOUTH CONSULTATION HEARS 
TALKS ON ECONOMIC JUSTICE 


(Kopplesberg/Plon, Germany) - The 17th Av um* Consultation for ecumenical 

and denominational youth secretaries was held here October 17-21. Forty= 
five persons representing eight Western European countries heard lectures 

on "International Economic Justice". 


Etim Idoh, a sociologist/lawyer from Nigeria, rejected the use of "develop- 
ed and developing nations" jin describing international economics. Such 
"terms connote value judgements". he said. Alternative terms such as 

"rich and poor" countries best describe the economic situation facing the 
world at present. He proposed the establishment of sound trade relations 
as the only way to effectuate international economic justice. 


Prof. Samuel Parmar, an Indian economist who is associate director of the 


Bossey Institute, said: "We are divided into two large worlds, one de 
veloped and the other developing; both are very costlyo Foreign aid is 
secondary in importance = trade is the issue." 


Prof. Parmar suggested that the developed nations set a self-imposed 
ceiling on their respective Gross National Products to control internal 
economic growth. Whatever increases there are over and above this pre- 
determined limit should be invested in the economic life of the develo- 
ping nations. 


Dr. He M. de Lange, an economist from the Netherlands, called Prof. 
Parmar’s proposal "most, radical". It could aid in bridging the gap 
between the haves and the have nots, he said. 


In its recommendations the consultation called on the churches to find 
and communicate accurate facts and figures concerning the economic 
position of the developing nations; to re-evaluate their own denomi-= 
nation's programme of material aid to the third world; to create study 
programmes on the inter-relatedness of world economics; to implement 
these findings by making proposals to their respective governments; 

to stimulate youth groups to become involved in the political life of 
their country and to urge their members to exercise personal discipline 
in the spending of money. 


The final report of the 17th Autumn Consultation can be obtained from 
the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches. EPS. Geneva 


REVIEW OF CONGREGATIONAL FORMS 
DESCRIBED AS URGENT NEED 


(Jarvenpaa, Finland) = The question of how Christian congregations are 
organised to carry out their missionary task in the world is "current- 
ly one of the most burning questions in the Church", according to parti-= 
Cipants in an international Lutheran consultation held here. 


The six-day conference was arranged by a Lutheran World Federation com= 
mission as a contribution to a current ecumenical study on "The Mission-=- 
ary Structure of the Congregation". 


"No church can become missionary by merely undertaking structural 
changes", said the Rev, Gunnar Q@stenstad of Geneve. staff secretary of 
the sponsoring Commission on Stewardship and Evangelism. "But Lutheran 
churches of all traditions - folk churches, free churches and younger 
churches = all have reason to ask themselves to what degree and in what 
ways their structures are hindering their mission in their nation and 
society." 
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$53,400 SOUGHT FOR 
YOUTH PROJECTS IN 1967 


(Geneva) = Christian churches, and especially their youth groups, have 
been asked to contribute $53,408 (£19,000) to underwrite 30 programmes 
of work among young people during 1967. 


The appeal was made by World Youth Projects, a joint programme of the 
World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian Education. 


The major emphasis in the 1967 listings is on leadership training and 
undergirding the work of national full=time ecumenical youth workers. 


The largest amounts are for projects in Africa ($21,070), Latin America 
($12,450), and Asia ($8,350). . 


All projects have received the approval of the national Christian council 
or other agencies in the countries and regions initiating the projectso 
They have also been cleared by the WCC Division of Interchurch Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service. 


An undesignated fund is also raised to aid those projects which, while 
worthy, are only partially underwritten. 


While large amounts are given annually by the more affluent churches in 
North America, Western Europe, Australia and New Zealand, small‘ sums 
have come in from churches in various parts of the worlds for example, 
the National Christian Council of India contributed towards the support 
of a youth worker for Spaino EPS, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND COUNCIL PRESENTS 
CARVED: PANEL TO WCC 


(Geneva) = On the occasion of its 25th anniversary, the National Council 
of Churches of New Zealand has presented to the World Council of Churches 
a panel carved in totara wood by one of the few remaining Maori master= 
Cawviyees. 


The two themes illustrated by the carving are a warning against speaking 
with two tongues (doubletalk) and the need for Maoris and white people to 
Share one another's sufferings. 


The presentation was made by the Rev. Re. M. O'Grady, assistant general 
secretary of the New Zealand NCC. Dro Visser 't Hooft, general secret= 
ary of the WCC, expressed gratitude for the gift and pointed out the 
Spiritual significance of the symbols for the ecumenical movement which 
cannot exist without complete frankness in conversations and without 
sharing one another's burdens. EPS,, Geneva 


BIBLE EDITION FOR MENTALLY RETARDED 
PRODUCED IN HOLLAND 


(Amsterdam) - A portion of the Bible has been produced for mentally re- 
tarded children by the Netherlands Bible Society. The first volume in a 
Series entitled "What The Bible Tells Us", it contains the story of Jesus’ 
birth from the Gospels of Matthew and ‘Luke. 


Planned by a committee composed of Protestant and Roman Catholic experts 
in the education of retarded children, it is written in, short simple sen= 
tencés, is strongly bound, and contains many. four=colour illustrationso 

A gramaphone record, available with the book, gives the Bible text, hymns 
and a brief meditation. EPS, Geneva 


Nos 34 ~ 27th October, 1966 ie) 
IN BRIEF 


Dr. Hewlett Johnson, the former Dean of Canterbury who because of his 
espousal of Communist causes was known as the Red Dean, died in London on 
October 23. His age was 92. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael 
Ramsey, said: "Dean Hewlett Johnson was a good friend to me since I came 
to Canterbury. Disagreeing as I did with some of his views, I held in 
regard his many-sided gifts and his keen human sympathy." 


* * * 


Staff members of the WCC, the Lutheran World Federation, the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, and the United Bible Societies had an in- 
formal discussion with Dr. Leighton Ford of the Billy Graham organisation 
towards the close of his Geneva Crusade. With Dr. Ford when he visited 
the WCC headquarters were Dr. Paul Rees of World Vision Ine., Pastor 
Blocher, a French Baptist, and Abdul Haqq, an Indian evangelist. 


* * * 


The South African Government has refused an entry visa to the Rev. 
Albert H. van den Heuvel, executive secretary of the WCC Youth Depart- 
ment who had been invited by the Youth Department of the Methodist 
Church of South Africa for a series of lectures and conferences. This 
body has requested an explanation from the South African Government. 

It is the first time that a WCC staff member has been refused permission 
to enter the Republic. 


* * * 


Prof. Otto Weber, teacher of Reformed theology at the Georg-August 
University in Gottingen, Germany, died on October 19 in St. Moritz, 
where he had been conducting a seminar on John Calvin. The 65-year 
old scholar was one of the foremost experts on Calvin and was also an 
outstanding interpreter of Karl Barth's theological thinking. 


* * * 


The African Literature Centre at Kitwe, Zamb a, a project of the All 
Africa Conference of Churches, will soon begin training Christian 
journalists and writers from French-speaking Africas. Heretofore 

only courses in English have been offered. The Swiss journalist 

and printer Olivier Dubuis heads the new French department, which will 
offer its first ten-month course beginning February 1, 1967. 


* * * 


United Theological College at Tananarive, Madagascar, began classes 

in September. Built with the help of the WCC, the college will train 
pastors for Madagascar's Church of Christ (Congregational), the Evan-= 
gelical Church and the Church of the Friends. The college marke an 
important stage on the way towards unity, which these three churches are 
endeavouring to achieve. 


* * * 


Dr. Carl Gustav Diehl of Uppsala, Sweden, director of the Church of 
Sweden Mission, has been elected by the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of South India to succeed Bishop Rajah B. Manikam as its head when the 
latter retires in January. The 60-year-old Swedish churchman is a 
veveran of 21 years! missionary service in the Tamil Church. If his 
election is ratified by the Church of South India and the Leipzig Mission 
in Germany, he will be consecrated Bishop of Tranquebar on January 14, 


1967. 
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Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia has donated $40,000 (£14,300) towards 
the construction of Coptic Orthodox Church projects in Egypt. The gift 
was announced following a meeting of Patriarch Kyrillos VI of Alexandria 
with Emperor Selassie who was visiting Egypt. Part of the contribution 
will be used to rehabilitate the Coptic monastery in the desert regions 
of Alexandria where Patriarch Kyrillos spends much time in prayers The 
remainder will go towards construction of a new Coptic cathedral in Cairo 
whose cornerstone was laid last year by President Nasser of Egypt. 


* * * 


The Methodist Church in Argentina has sent a message to President Juan 
Carlos Ongania expressing "profound pre-occupation" with some aspects 
of his government's policies. Specifically, Methodist leaders said 
they were concerned over academic freedom as a result of the régime's 
policy towards state universities. The church called for a "radical 
change in approach" by those responsible for the country's edu- 
cational policy. Bishop Sante U. Barbieri, head of the Argentine 
Methodist Church, and José Merlo, secretary general of the Methodist 
Annual Conference, signed the letter. 


* * * 


The Council of Churches of Greater Seattle (USA) admitted six Roman 
Catholic parishes to membership. The 300-member House of Delegates 
approved the membership. An invitation had been extended several months 
ago to all 31 Catholic parishes in the archdiocese to accept membership 
on the same basis of financial support and delegated lay activity re- 
quired of Protestant members. The six parishes are in widely scattered 
sections of the city, each in a major neighbourhood. At each, a clergy- 
man and a layman have been named as representatives to the council. 


* % * 


Councils of churches that include Roman Catholic as well as Protestant 
and Orthodox congregations in their membership are to be found in at 
least 16 communities across the USA, according to the National Council of 
Churches. 


* * * 


Episcopal Church membership in Japan reached 47,846 in December, 1965, an 
increase of 510 over figures for the preceding year: Active membership 
was given as 32,554. 


* * * 


Canadian Roman Catholics may now decide for themselves whether or not to 
abstain from meat on Fridays. The hierarchy voted to abolish the tra- 
ditional day of abstinence effective from October 14. The announcement 
came at a press conference after the annual meeting of the Canadian 
Catholic Conference. The bishops stressed that the new regulations in no 
way changed the "evangelical" obligation of Catholics to do penance, but 
rather altered the ecclesiastical directives as to the manner of such 
penance, 


* * * 


Arthur Dore, longtime director of the Office of Press and Information of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America. has been named 
director of inter~church relations and communications for the archdiocese. 
According to Archbishop Iakovos, Mr. Dore will be responsible: for rela- 
tions with other Orthodox bodies as well as contacts with Protestant, 
Roman Catholic and Jewish a@roups in the United States. He will also co~ 
ordinate the communications media of the archdiocese. His offices will 
be at the Interchurch Centre, New York. EPS, Geneva 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 
_ 1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 33 34 00 

CABLES “OIKOUMENE’” 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U. S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


Published Weekly 


No. 35/33rd Year 10th November, 1966 


Contents 


Resolution of. South African synod bars membership, in 
Christian Institute e ° ° . « w . e . e » a * * . . . * . * 2 


See nS LO mC UO Chiat Litt, cc ie lke empl Miata as ae Eon tan Tear ge tne mire i Fate SUN Ny Diag Pe 
Reet G eT Atd Ss - COU CX FE val dave ia ae eH RRR, Lk hea RV ee Me Ob ekuiuca hae erie 


Membership of Colombia's Protestant churches doubled 
since 1960 . ” . . a ° + a ° . ” a e ° e a e ° O) . . - hd ° 5 


Asian theologians, laymen agree on Church's mission . .. 5 . 


SS 


WI 


feo penaner salutes, China's Garae tare eco) Se le) se let iat cel whalers 
POM roan church continues | Fveg mwa ba WO noe tA Henican Me tan Nis 


North and South American church leaders examine 


Hemaepherets economic prop boms tives vane cater a! el wow tum Om, Sieit fells SMe 
Programme of Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue to be set in 

PT BRENT VN e i os el. as ay hake ehh ea amet te tien We ena mC OR at Hea a li c\unWan ne tas MERA Sao CoN EAM 
1,100th anniversary of Orthodox pioneers marked in 

MONO MET TOT SE oN aio) Malice clear mati ate ni ee ania ae amelie kat gna Mae? Satin nS Mtan gece SN ER 
Church of Scotland supports majority rule for Rhodesia ... ff 
Evangelism given many interpretations at World Congress - .. 8 
DICARWS sends initial aid-for Nigerian refugees «6° 6 a tease &Y 
Foden «Bible: Societe marks MOC MyGen elie wie: bel ot Nalew tty 9 
Greek Parliament receives new proposal on bishops! revenues . 9 
Vietnam resolution voted by Christian peace group . ». « . +... 10 


Progress reported in international radio project . .« « « « « 10 
{ Theological Education Fund aids Africans, Asians ... « « e ll 
In Brief © ® * * * ° * ° * * e . * . ° . * oJ . * * ° * ° Pld ao ee AN 


Special Report: "Accommodation - True and False", excerpts 
from a speech by WeAs Visser 't Hooft, Hong Kong, 
October 1966 » ° * a * * * * e * ° * «< - . « * . . * » - 145-14 


Publi der auspices : World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young, Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
eee lt aeipabes 6am - World Student Christian Federation » World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


h ; per Am : inion i the churches and Christian 
Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about 1 istian. 
e aim of Ecu Se pS ee i hae ee pend all yl RR «te ame tame. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment, 


Noe 35 = 10th November, 1966 2 


RESOLUTION OF SOUTH AFRICAN SYNOD 
BARS MEMBERSHIP IN CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE 


(Bloemfontein, South Africa) - The General Synod of the Dutch Reformed 
Church at its ten-day meeting here in October agreed that all officials 
and members of the church must withdraw from the Christian Institute. 
More than 400 delegates participated in the vote but only one, Dre Fe. Jo 
Minnaar of Natal, opposed the action. 


The motion to outlaw the institute was introduced by the Rev. A. Oo 
Treurnicht, synodical assessor, who said it had "brought unrest into the 
church and social life of Afrikaaners". He said the Institute had its 
origin in the Cottesloe meeting in 1960 at which churchmen, including 
leaders of the Dutch Reformed Church, adopted resolutions opposing 
apartheid. 


Dr. Je De Vorster, the actuary of the synod and a brother of the Prime 
Minister, held that the Christian Institute was mainly responsible for 
the ugly image of the church overseas. 


"Mr. Beyers Naude, director of the Institute, in his speech before the 
World Council of Churches created the impression that we sat on a powder 
barrel in South Africa", Dr. Vorster said. "Let us tell the world that 
we reject the Christian Institute." 


Charges lodged against the Institute includad the following: it was an 
extra-church organisation competing with the Dutch Reformed Church, it 
pretended to do the work of the church better than the church itself, it 
honoured an extremely doubtful concept of ecumenism, and by its actions 
and public statements was undermining the church's authority. 


(Four members of the Christian Institute immediately issued a statement 

in Johannesburg denying the charges. The statement was signed by the 
Rev. Beyers Naude, Dr. W. D. de Villiers, Dr. Ben Engelbrecht, and F. Je 
van Wyke It said in part: "It is untrue that the Christian Institute 
originated from Cottesloe. The fact is that the Ecumenical Study 

Groups, which led to the establishment of the Institute, came into exis- 
tence months before the Cottesloe consultation.ee.e It is untrue that the 
Rev. Beyers Naude delivered a speech to the World Council of Churchesoeo 
It is untrue that the Christian Institute is responsible for the ugly 
image of the Dutch Reformed Church outside South Africa. It is decisions 
such as this one that more than anything else foster this ugly image. 

In fact, the existence and witness of the Institute have enormously im- 
proved the image of Christendom and the Dutch Reformed Church OVeErseascee") 


KEET WARNS OF CHURCH RIFT 


(Johannesburg) - Prof. B. B. Keet, former head of the Theological Seminary 
at the University of Stellenbosch, and one of the respected elders of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, has stated that if the General Synod "enforced" its 
banning of members of the Christian Institute, it could have serious con- 
sequences. "If the resolution taken by thé synod is only a recommendation 
to members and clergymen nat to belong to the Institute, the status quo 
would remain", Prof Keet said. 


"But if the synod tried to enforce the resolution and start a witch hunt", 
he said, "it would force many congregants and clergymen to take a decision 
one way or the other. 


"Iu has been an unwise step for the synod to force this issue, and it will 
cause a great deal of ill feeling", Prof. Keet predictedo 


(more) 
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TWO NETHERLANDS COMMENTS 


(The Hague) - The Moderamen (Executive Committee) of the General Synod of 
the Netherlands Reformed Church sent a request to the South African church 
for additional information on the decisions 


A statement issued by the NRC press office declared that if initial press 
reports proved correct "there is a real question whether the Netherlands 
Reformed Church will be able to continue recognising the Dutch Reformed 
Church of South Africa as a church". 


(Amsterdam) - Trouw, an independent Protestant daily circulated throughout 
the Netherlands, called the action "frightful". "The Christian Institute 
tries to bring about concord among Christians of different racesooe When its 
work causes dissension we must ask whether that is not the dissension of 
which Christ himself spoke when he said he came not to bring peace but the 
Swordeos." Trouw concludes: "This decision is not theological. It is 

a political decision in favour of the South African government's apartheid 
policy. Therefore we think that the synod has taken a fatal course which 
can only lead to further catastrophe." 


CHRISTIAN COUNCIL SUPPORTS INSTITUTE 


(Capetown) = The Christian Council of South Africa, which represents 27 
major denominations, took the unprecedented step of urging its followers 
to join the Institute. 


The Council issued a statement recording its "complete confidence in the 
Christian Institute, which constitutes a sincere attempt by Christians of 
all denominations to meet, study and confer in matters relating to the 


Christian faith and its practical application among the entire community". 
EPS, Geneva 


MEMBERSHIP OF COLOMBIA'S PROTESTANT 
CHURCHES DOUBLED SINCE 1960 


(Bogota, Colombia) = The number of communicant members in Colombia's 39 
Protestant churches has almost doubled since 1960 = from 33,156 to 63,810 = 
according to a comprehensive census prepared by the Office of Information 
of the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia (CEDEC). 


The figures were obtained directly from church officials and mission superin- 
tendents in the country between November 1965 and July 1966, and can there- 
fore be considered the most reliable that are available. 


Inspite of an annual growth rate of 11.5 per cent, Protestant church mem-= 
bership still includes fewer than 68 4"0 ef oné° per cent of the nation's 
18.7 million inhabitants. 


Seventh Day Adventists (19,213) and the United Pentecostal Church (15,352) 
are the largest non=-Roman Catholic churches in the country. While the 
Adventists! rate of growth is about the same as that of the larger Protes- 
tant bodies, the United Pentecostal Church has multiplied its membership 
five times in the last six years. 


The total Protestant community =- including Sunday school pupils and sym= 
pathisers ~ is estimated at four times the communicant figure. or more 


than 250,000, EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN THEOLOGIANS, LAYMEN AGREE 
ON CHURCH'S MISSION 


(Hong Kong) = The Faith and Order Conference held here under the auspices 
of the East Asia Christian Conference was termed "remarkable" by parti-= 
Cipants because it dealt with the total message and mission of the Church 


in Asia todaye 


Questions of doctrine were not separated from questions of social justices 
The theme of the conference, "Confessing the Faith in Asia Today", was 
seen in terms of the Church's life and its renewal. 


Although the 117 delegates’ from 17 countries in East, Southeast and South 
Asia represented a great variety of cultural and religious influences, 
they came to substantial consensus on all major subjects discussed». 


The ten reports prepared by sub-committees and received by the conference 
represent the first full-scale attempt on the part of Asian theologians 
and laymen to express common convictions, about the witness the Church 
should render amidst the cultural, religious and social revolutions 
taking place in Asiav 


Addressing the delegates on how the Christian message may be communicated 
effectively to people in different cultures, Dr. We Awe Visser 't Hooft, 
general secretary of the WCC, said: “It is certainly not the task of 
Asian churches to adopt anything ready-made from the West. It is the 
task of all churches to ask whether in the history of the Church any-= 
where and at any time decisive truth has been formulated which all 
churches need to receive and to affirm. 


"We dare not change the substance of the gospel because it does not 
belong to use We are only its receivers and transmitters", said the 
WCC leaders "But that does not mean that the gospel must always be 
presented in the same words, the same forms, the same modes of thought, 
There is room for as many ways of expressing the substance as there 

are different ways of thinking, different languages, different cultural 
forms and styles", he said. This he termed "accommodating" the message 
to particular situations. (For elaboration of Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft's 
remarks, see Special Report.) 


The slow and unobtrusive "Christianization" of Japan was described for 

the delegates by Father Joseph J. Spae, C.I«C.M., of the Oriens Institute 
for Religious Research in Tokyo, who has served as consultant to the Secre- 
tariat for Non-Christians in Rome. 


At most there are 700,000 baptised Christians in Japan, Fro Spae reporteds 
Yet. scientifically conducted polls show 3 million Japanese who, when asked 
about their religion, say they are Christians. 


In speaking of "The Image of the Ideal Japanese” (a second draft of which 
was published by the Ministry of Education in September) the press re- 
peatedly stated that the ideal Japanese could no longer be portrayed withe- 
out recourse to Christian sources» 


"In a recent inquiry organized by Oriens Institute we found that an over= 
whelming majority of the Japanese love and respect Christ", said Fr. Spaeo 
"But mention Christianity to them and only half our respondents feel 
favourably impressed and qualify it as ‘not so bad‘", the priest told 

the conference. 


Japan is the third country in the world for the distribution of the Bible 


(after the U.S. and India), 
(more) 
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"IT know of many Buddhists who call themselves 'the Christians of the 20th 
century = because we love one another'", reported the speaker. 


Students of the religious situation in Japan hold that "this subconscious 
empathy of the nation with the ideals of Christianity is not so much due 
to the efforts of local churches as to the international, non-institution= 
al impact of those ideals upon a searching nation. 


"While irked at the absoluteness and universality claimed by Christianity 
the majority of Japan's religions nevertheless assimilate certain Christian 
truths and practices, particularly those bearing on the social ethic", Fro 
Spae notede 


The Reve James Pong, vicar of St. James's Anglican Church, Hong Kong, 
conducted morning worship services. The consultation was under the direc-=- 
tion of Dr. C. H. Hwang who chaired the meeting and Dr. D. T. Niles of 
Jaffna, Ceylon, and Dre John Fleming of Singaporeo (Additional speakers 
were mentioned in EPS No. 34.) 


WCC LEADER SALUTES CHINA'S CHRISTIANS 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, speaking at a public rally held in the City Hall of 
Hong Kong on October 30, commented on the contribution which Christians 
in China are making to the world Church. He said: 


"Not only in history but in our own time we find witnesses ready to prove 
their unshakeable loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ through suffering and 
Tena. Sy Our thoughts go out especially to our fellow-Christians in the 
great country next door where recently many have once again witnessed for 
their faith through their steadfastness. We want them to know that we 
pray for them and that the loyalty they show is a gift to the whole Church 
of Christ in the world which we receive in humble thankfulness." 

EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH CONTINUES 
TIES WITH WORLD ALLIANCE 


(Bloemfontein) = The General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church voted to 
continue ties with the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) which 
had been held by four of the five synods which make up the church. 


The General Synod was formed in 1962 and united five formerly federated 
but autonomous regional Dutch Reformed churches, ieee. those of Cape 
Province, Natal, Orange Free State, Transvaal and South West Africa. 

Under the constitution adopted then, the matter of ecumenical relationships 
was to be given over to the General Synod in 1966. 


(Commenting on the General Synod's action, Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general 
secretary of the WARC, stated in Geneva: "I am very happy about the des 
cision =- to remain in fellowship with the world-wide Christian community 
through membership in the WARC. The Dutch Reformed territorial churches 
in Cape Province, Natal, Orange Free State, and Transvaal joined the 
Alliance in 1877. Although they withdrew at the time of the Boer War, they 
rejoined in 1925 and have been active members since that timeeo. I rejoice 
to think that in South Africa churches of the country's four major groups = 
Afrikaaner, English, African and coloured - all belong to the Reformed 
family. I hope that tieseee between them will become even closer.") 

EPS, Geneva 
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NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICAN CHURCH LEADERS 
EXAMINE HEMISPHERE'S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 


(Bogota) = Freedom and justice in the economic and political life of the 
American nations are matters which "must urgently engage the attention of 
our churches", said church leaders from both North and Latin America when 

a delegation from the National Council of Churches (USA) conferred here 
with a group selected by the Provisional Committee for Latin American Evan- 
gelical Unity (UNELAM). 


The NCC delegation, led by its general secretary, Re Ho. Edwin Espy, in- 
cluded members of eight communions in the U.S. plus an observer from the 
Canadian Council of Churches. The Latin American group, headed by Emilio 
Castro, had representatives of nine countries and eight churchese The 
WCC sent two observerse 


Purpose of the consultation "and of future ecumenical relations amongst 
us", said the delegates, is to produce "a common Christian conviction, 
action and witness" on economic and social problems. At the same time it 
was recognised that "not enough is understood in our churches concerning 
these matters." 


At the close of their talks the participants issued a statement indicating 
some of the problems discussede 


The massive poverty in Latin America results "primarily from systems which 
perpetuate :maldistribution of land and wealth", and is "compounded by the 
highest population growth rate in the world", said the consultation. 


"Radical alteration of present economic and political structures is re- 
quired if great masses of people are to be freed from intolerable poverty", 
it said. 

Citing the "near total dependence of the Latin American economy upon that 
of the U.S.", the group stated: "Serious opinion within the Latin American 
churches holds that the huge interests of the private sector of the U.S. 
economy, together with the economic policies of the U.S.e Government, have 
become the principal obstacles to the economic development of Latin 
America." This is because they strengthen the very structures that "need 
to be changed". 


The application of the Monroe Doctrine "by which the U.S. has incorporated 
the southern continent into its own security system" has "impaired the 
sovereignty, freedom, and sense of dignity of Latin nations and peoples", 
the group contended. "It is strongly feared that the U.S. will resist 
any fundamental social, economic, and political changes as threats to its 
Own security, with the result that the freedom of Latin Americans to dew 
velop their own countries in their own way is reduced almost to the 
vanishing point." 


Several suggestions were made as to tasks that need to be undertaken by 
the NCC and UNELAM "because we are one community in Christ": 


It was requested that the forthcoming Church and Society conferences in 
both Latin and North America seriously consider social justice and develop-= 
ment in Latin America. 


A consultation should be held soon between senior mission board executives 
and responsible Latin churchmen on the roles of the missionary and the 
native pastor. An exchange of periodicals analysing "Christian and 
social issues" was called for, and the churches should be encouraged to 


consider international issues. Church World Service was asked to re- 
examine all its programmes for their contribution to "the broad task of 
development in Latin America". Consultations on theological education, 


social ethics, missionary policy and community development must be 
planned. EPS, Geneva 
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PROGRAMME OF ANGLICAN-ROMAN CATHOLIC DIALOGUE 
TO BE SET IN JANUARY 


(London), = A small group of theologians from the Anglican communion and 
the Roman Catholic Church will meet ‘at Gazzada, in the Italian Alps, from 
January 9 to 13 to work out an agenda for the dialogue to engage the two 
churches. 


No date for the start of the actual dialogue has been fixed. 


A statement issued in Rome by the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity said that past history would not figure prominently in 

the deliberations. This sentiment was echoed by the Church of England's 
Council for Foreign Relations. 


The Anglican delegation to plan the agenda is headed by the Bishop of Ripon, 
Dr. J. Ro. H.» Moorman, The Roman Catholic delegation will be led by the 
Bishop of Kansas City, the Rt. Rev. Charles Helmsing. EPS, Geneva 


1,100th ANNIVERSARY OF ORTHODOX PIONEERS 
MARKED IN CELEBRATIONS 


(Thessaloniki) ~ King Constantine II of Greece, Princess Irene, the Prime 
Minister and delegations from all Orthodox churches attended a celebration 
of the 1,100th anniversary of the great missionary undertaking of two 
Thessalonian brothers, St. Cyrille and Methodius. Joint sponsors were 
the Metropolis of Thessaloniki and the faculty of theology of the Univer- 
sity of Thessaloniki. The Aula Magna of the university was the scene of 
the festivities at the end of October. 


In addition to the formal event, theological symposiums were held on the 
work of the brothers. The World Council of Churches was represented by 
Archpriest George Tsetsis. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND SUPPORTS 
MAJORITY.RULE FOR RHODESIA 


(Edinburgh) = The Commission of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland approved the declaration of purpose by the British Government 
to. see justice done to all the people of Rhodesia, in particular the 
reaffirmation of resolve that any settlement in Rhodesia must guarantee 
unimpeded progress to majority rule and be a settlement agreeable to the 
people of Rhodesia.as a whole. 


The Reve Andrew Doig, a former Church of Scotland missionary in Central 
Africa, successfully moved an addition to the Committee's report, "honour- 
ing. the courageous decision of Chris#ian leaders in Rhodesia to reject as 
blasphemous the claim that Christian ideals prompted the illegal declara- 
tion of independence and commending their refusal to allow churches to be 
used on llth November, 1966, to mark’ the first anniversary of an act pro- 
ductive of suffering and sorrow to so many". EPS, Geneva 
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EVANGELISM GIVEN MANY INTERPRETATIONS 
AT WORLD CONGRESS 


(Berlin) ~- The World Congress on Evangelism, sponsored by the U.S. journal 
Christianity Today and chaired by Billy Graham, drew 1250 delegates mainly 
from the USA but with a sizeable representation from Africa, Asia and 
Latin Americae It was a gathering of church leaders, independent evan= 
gelists, and Bible school leaders from all major denominations including 
Orthodox, Anglican, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Methodist and Pentecostalse 


In his first address Billy Graham quoted a representative of the World 
Council of Churches as saying that if the WCC would define evangelism it 
would split the WCC. 


Later in a private interview with the WCC observer to the World Congress, 
Dre Walter J. Hollenweger, Graham explained this statemente The WCC, 
being a fellowship of diverse churches, cannot easily spell out theological 
matters, he said, because there is too much diversity amongst the different 
churchese Nevertheless, it is very important that people of different 
theological backgrounds come together on the ground of the WCC basis 
formu.la in order to understand each other bettere 


The World Congress on Evangelism does not want to be understood as being 
in opposition to the WCC, Dr. Graham said, but it is rather complementary 
to ite It provides an opportunity for the more ecumenical evangelicals 

- many of those at the Congress belong to member churches of the WCC, 

some holding prominent positions in the WCC - to rub shoulders with other 
evangelicals, who wrongly think that being an evangelical means ipso facto 
to be in opposition to the WCC. 


In this interview Billy Graham was told that forthcoming reports of the 
WCC Department on Studies in Evangelism would attempt to describe evan= 
gelisme This, of course, would not be a definition accepted by the WCC, 
but would be a document of one of its study departmentse 


In the first half of the Congress many polemical remarks were made against 
the "universalist doctrine" of the WCC which, according to the speakers, 
paralyses evangelism, and against the replacement of biblical evangelism 
by social and political involvement. But as the Congress progressed, 
these remarks became weaker and weaker. 


It was strongly emphasised that evangelism includes social responsibility. 
One of the obstacles to evangelism, it was said, is racial discrimination, 
because it contradicts the very evangelistic preaching. Some delegates 
from the "third world" underlined this. 


It became clear in the discussion group on universalism that this nickname 
could mean very different things, and that some delegates and even some 
speakers did not oppose all forms of universalisme There were similar 
discussions on baptism and predestination. 


The WCC observer, Dre Hollenweger, stated in a meeting with the secretaries 
of evangelism that he was concerned over the degree of misunderstanding 

and misinterpretation of WCC documents, especially those coming from 
authors connected with the Department on Studies in Evangelism. He asked 
how this could be overcome. 


A great variety of opinions were expressed in response to the question: 
Which doctrinal and practical positions help or hinder evangelism? Aside 
from the presupposition that evangelism is the primary task of the Church, 
there was an encouraging, sometimes even confusing, variety of opinions 
permitted. EPS, Geneva 
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DICARWS SENDS INITIAL TO AID FOR 
NIGERIAN REFUGEES 


(Geneva) - In response to a request from the diocese of Kaduna, Nigeria, 
the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service has cabled $2,800 to that country for the relief of refugeese 


Reports reaching the WCC suggest that the number of refugees from Northern 
Nigeria to reach Eastern Nigeria "will probably be 500,000 to three 
quarters of a million". Mostly they have homes to go to because the 
family system provides the immediate necessities of life, but it is feared 
that this will not continue for more than a monthe 


The churches in Eastern Nigeria are concerned about the long-term situ- 
ation and have asked DICARWS to send experts to survey the needs and make 
recommendations, particularly in terms of community development, agri- 
culture, and industry. This request is being considered by DICARWS in 
consultation with Dr. Clinton Marsh, director of the Ecumenical Programme 
for Emergency Action in Africa, a special agency of the All Africa 
Christian Conference. 


The immediate aid was made possible by a recent. decision of the Divisional 
Committee which authorised the director to send help in emergency situ- 
ations and afterwards recoup the donation from the Division's inter- 
related agencies. Normally DICARWS has no funds of its own to dispense 
and must await contributions from the agencies it servese EPS, Geneva 


POLISH BIBLE SOCIETY MARKS 150th YEAR 


(Warsaw) = Delegates from eleven countries and three continents were 
present to mark the 150th anniversary of the creation of the Bible Society 
of Warsaw by the British and Foreign Bible Society. The WCC was ree 
presented by the Rev. Dominique Micheli. 


A highlight of the celebrations was the presentation of first copies of 
the new Polish translation of the New Testamento The version which has 
been in use was translated 300 years ago and revised once in the last 
centuryo 


Theme of the three-day celebration was "The Bible, the Word of Recon- 
ciliation to the Nation", Joining the church delegates were represen= 
tatives of the city and state. EPS, Geneva 


GREEK PARLIAMENT RECEIVES NEW PROPOSAL 
ON BISHOPS! REVENUES 


(Athens) «= A committee of the Greek Parliament has proposed a compromise 
bill on church reforms which imposes drastic reforms on bishops! revenues 
but at the same time ratifies 17 appointments made by a "rebel" assembly 
of Greece's bishops in November 1965. 


Under the proposed legislation the revenue gained from marriage licenses, 
funerals, divorces and other services is ordered pooled, and the prelates 
are granted instead salaries equal to those of a high court judge. The 
only exception is the Archbishop of Athens who, as primate of the Church 
of Greece, has greater responsibilities and thus will be allowed to 
retain three-quarters of his non-salary income. EPS, Geneva 
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VIETNAM RESOLUTION VOTED 
BY CHRISTIAN PEACE GROUP 


(Sofia) = A letter to Christians in the United States and its allies, a 
resolution on Vietnam, and an invitation to the All-Christian Peace 
Assembly in 1968 were the major actions taken by the Advisory Committee 
for continuation of the Christian Peace Conference when it met here 17-23 
October. 


Attending the meeting were 114 voting members; 17 observers from such 
bodies as the WCC, Lutheran World Federation, World Presbyterian Alliance, 
Conference of European Churches, and the All Africa Conference of Churches; 


12 advisers and 14 guests. 


The resolution on the Vietnam war concluded with an appeal to "all govern= 
ments, to world public opinion, to the responsible leaders of the churches 
and religious communities" to support the following demands: immediate 
and unconditional cessation of bombings, recognition of the National 
Liberation Front, fulfilling the 1954 Geneva Agreement, withdrawal of all 
American and allied troops, elimination of U.S. bases in South Vietnam, 
economic help including compensation by the U.S. and international help 
for reconstruction of Vietnam, as well as medical aid and support for the 
peoplee 


Christians in the U.S. and its allies were urged to pressure their govern= 
ments on behalf of these goals. 


The next All-Christian Peace Assembly was scheduled for March 431 until 
April 5, 1968. in Prague. Its purpose is "to consider in open discussion 
what we are called to do by the Apostle's words 'seek peace and pursue it!" 


Meetings of the Advisory Committee were presided over by Prof. Js Le 
Hromadka of Prague. EPS, Geneva 


PROGRESS REPORTED IN INTERNATIONAL 
RADIO PROJECT 


(Ruschlikon, Switzerland) - Fifty representatives of Protestant churches 
and groups in Europe conferred with radio experts here recently on a plan 
to erect an international Protestant short-wave radio station. (The site 
for such a station, which could reach areas where Protestants have no faci- 
lities, is already available near Berne, Switzerland. ) 


After discussing the plan, the participants asked the Working Committee 


which had formulated it to draw up a final version. This will be sent to 
church federations, religious and community bodies to see how much they 
would be willing to contribute to such a project. The costs of studios, 


programme preparation, and facilities for training specialists in Christian 
broadcasting should be included. 


When all reactions have been received the Federation of Swiss Protestant 
Churches and the Association for an International Protestant Radio Station 
decide how to proceed. EPS, Geneva 
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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND 
AIDS AFRICANS, ASIANS 


(New York) = Seventy-one experimental projects in Asian, African and Latin 
American theological education were awarded grants at the recent meeting 

of the Theological Education Fund Committee. These projects were selected 
from over twice as many proposals submitted by younger church seminariese 
The fund seeks to aid "creative developments promising the achievement of 
excellence in training of the ministry". 


Most of the grants were relatively small ranging in value between $150 
and $27,000. Among the proposals to receive aid are urban training in 
Thailand, education of a part-time clergy in Uganda, and library aid for 
Bible schools in Brazil. A number of individual research projects and 
plans for upbuilding regional associations of theological schools were 
aided. 


In the past 12 months, 81 theological textbooks were published in the score 
of languages used in younger church seminaries. The Africa Scholarship 
Selection Committee, established during the past year, was assured of re- 
sources approaching a half million dollars. The Committee will seek to 
double the present number of indigenous members of staff in African 
seminaries. North American mission boards, most of which had already 
pledged support to the general TEF programme, have provided the additional 
funds for this special Africa programme. 


Nearly one hundred church agencies on every continent are supporting the 

1965=70 programme, making the fund one of the most comprehensive ecumenical 

projects in existence. Resources slightly over $3,900,000 are assurede 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Rev. Ban It Chiu was recently consecrated as Anglican Bishop of 
Singapore and West Malaysia. He is the first Malaysian-born head of the 
See@e He succeeds the Rt. Rev. Kenneth Sansbury, who has become general 
secretary of the British Council of Churches. From 1959 to 1962, Ban It 
Chiu was home secretary for the Australian Board of Missions and from 1962 
to 1965 was on the staff of the World Council of Churches. 


* * * 


Metropolitan Meliton of Heliopolis and Theira, a member of the WCC Central 
Committee, was elected on 25th October to the historical Metropolis of 
Chalcedon by the unanimous decision of the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. The Metropolis of Chalcedon became vacant at the beginning 
of October following the death of the former Metropolitan Thomaso 


* * * 


More than a century of Lutheran division in South Australia ended on 

October 29 with the formation of the Lutheran Church of Australia at a 
historic merger convention in Tanundae The act of union marked the success-= 
ful climax of negotiations that were started between the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Australia 25 years ago but were stalemated for more than 

a decade because of disagreement over questions of church fellowship. As 
part of the price of the merger, the membership which the UELCA has held in 
the Lutheran World Federation will not be taken up by the new LCA, at least 
in the immediate future. 
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When Miss Janet Lacey, director and pioneer of Christian Aid, the relief 
arm of the British Council of Churches, retires in May 1968, she will be 
succeeded by another ecumenical pioneer, the Rev. Alan Brash. Mr. Brash, 
a New Zealand Presbyterian, is at present inter-church aid secretary of 
the East Asia Christian Conference. He has for 12 years been general 
secretary of the New Zealand Council of Churchese 


* * * 


The Rev. Masahisa Suzuki, pastor of the Nishikata church in Tokyo, was 
elected moderator of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) at its 
25th anniversary General Assembly. The new moderator has been chairman 
of the Kyodan's Evangelism Committee for the last two years and formerly 
headed the denomination!s Research Institute on the Mission of the Churcho 


* * * 


Despite speculation that Anglican Bishop Clarence E. Crowther of Kimberley 
and Kuruman might not be re-admitted to South Africa following a visit to 
the U.S.e, Anglicans were relieved to learn that the government had granted 
him a re-entry visae Bishop Crowther had been outspoken in his criti-= 
cisms of racial segregation laws. 


* * * 


In Gaberones (capital of the newly independent country of Botswana) 
Anglicans, Methodists, Congregationalists, Presbyterians and members of 
the Society of Friends have joined forces to build a new church which mem- 
bers of all five groups can use. Dedication services take place this 
month and the new church will be known as Trinity. Also erected side by 
side are a rectory for the rector of Gaberones, the Reve Ae Jo Butler, and 
a manse for the Rev. J. De. Jones of the United Congregational Church of 
South Africa. 


* * * 


The sum of $5,000 (£1,785) have been contributed by the Fellowship of the 
Least Coin Fund to the victims of the recent floods in Laose There 
410,000 people were rendered homeless when the Mekong River overflowed 
its.banks. In November, 1959, the Asian Women's Conference of the East 
Asia Christian Conference formally launched the Fellowship of the Least 
Coin Fund. This fund is to encourage every Christian woman to put aside 
in prayer periodically a "least coin" in the currency of her country to- 
wards support of projects of relief, evangelism and women's participation 
in ecumenical activities. 


* * * 


The Lutheran Church in the Philippines at its seventh general convention 

at Baguio City in mid-October set a ceiling of 40 on the number of mission- 
aries to be called to staff the Lutheran work in this country. The 
Missouri Synod now has 36 serving in the Philippines. Besides mission- 
aries the church is served by 12 Filipino pastors, more than 60 lay 
evangelists, 57 other full-time national workers, and 175 voluntary 
teachers. 


* * * 


CORRECTION. Due to a typographical error in EPS for October 27 the 
heading over the story on the British report on sex and morality read: 
"British Council Rejects Frank Report on Sex and Morality". It should 
have said "criticises" instead of "rejects". 

EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 
ACCOMMODATION - TRUE AND FALSE 


Excerpts from a speech by WoAo. Visser 't Hooft 
Hong Kong = October 1966 


"It is certainly not the task of Asian churches to adopt anything read#- 
made from the West, but it is the task of all churches to ask whether in 
the history of the Church anywhere and at any time decisive truth has been 
formulated which all churches need to receive and to affirm. 


"We must ask in Asia as well as in Europe, in Africa-as well -as in the 
Americas, what decisions concerning the faith taken in the course of church 
history are so fundamental and permanently valid that our churches today 
should reaffirm them. 


"Various expressions have been used to describe the process of communi- 
cating the Christian message in a truly understandable manner to peoples in 
different cultural situations. 


"IT have chosen the term accommodation. To accommodate the message to a 
particular situation is to find that mode of expression which will make the 
message become real in that situation. We dare not change the substance 


of the message, but that does not mean that the Gospel is always to be 
presented in the same words, the same forms, the same modes of thought. 
On the contrary. There is room for as many ways of expressing the sub= 
stance as there are different ways of thinking, different languages, 
different cultural forms and styles." 


The speaker made it clear he did not mean to adapt the message, which 

would mean treating the "culture and its values as a norm or criterion in 
the light of which the adequacy of the message is judged". "The Christian 
message has often been so uncritically adapted to the national cultures 
that its true distinctiveness became lost in the process", he said. 


Is there a measuring-rod by which to judge what is true and what is false 
accommodation?, Dr. Visser 't Hooft asked. His answer: 


"The Christian Church in recognising the canon of Holy Scripture has 
established the criterion in the light of which we can distinguish between 
true and false ways of accommodating the Gospel. 


"The canon is first of all normative with regard to the content of the 
messagec This is not because at some early stage the Church authorities 
made an arbitrary and mysterious choice among the books that might become 
Holy Scripture. It is rather because we recognise in the canonical books 
the authentic unfolding of the revelation given to us in Jesus Christ. 


"The canon is also normative with regard to the attitude of the messenger 
to his hearers." John and Paul are the "great pioneers, the charismatic 
accommodators". 


In carrying the gospel from the Hebraic into the Greek world "they set 
all the borrowed concepts so firmly in the context of the total story of 
revelation and fill them so resolutely with a new content that they do 
not change the substance of the message but only bring it home in a way 
which will make it more intelligible in the new environment". 


(more) 
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Dre Visser 't Hooft suggested the following criteria for judging whether 
the accommodation is true to the canon: 


"1) Does this new presentation of the gospel interpret it in the light 
of the Bible as a whole? It is easier to present the New Testament 
message without reference to the Old Testament than to present the two 
together as a coherent and indivisible whole. Yet the New Testament 

is wholly rooted in the Old. True accommodation is to find a new form 
of expression of .the whole revelation and not to pick and choose bits of 


the faith taken out of their living context. 


"2) Does the new presentation 'tell the great deeds of God'? The tem== 
tation is to present Christianity as a system of religious and moral in- 
sights instead of faith.in Jesus Christ. 


"3) Does the message in its new form make clear that the gospel is con- 
cerned with the personal encounter with the living God and the formation 
of a community based on that encounter? The I-Thou character of the 
biblical encounter must be preserved. 


"4) Does the message fill the local or national cultural or religious 
concepts with biblical substance and so revolutionise them? Key words 
from other religions when taken over by the Christian Church are like 
displaced persons - uprooted and unassimilated until they are truly 
naturalised. Words from the traditional culture and religion must. be 
used, but they must be converted in the way in which Paul and John con» 
verted Greek Philosophical and religious concepts. 


"True accommodation is to let God's Word produce its explosive and re= 
volutionary effect within the culture and religion concerned." 


The ecumenical movement can make a contribution to the accommodation 
process because it leads to mutual correction. 


"In the light of the ecumenical encounter we learn to see more clearly 
at which points our own accommodation has gone too far or has gone 
wrong, so that it has come to contradict the truly catholic character 
of the Church. 


"We also receive stimulation from ferms of expression which we have 
not known before, and which may be relevant for new situations. 


"I have the impression that in attempts to bring the gospel to African . 
and Asian people in such a way that it speaks to their emotions and not 
only to their minds, we can learn a great deal from the Orthodox Churches 
with their rich tradition of worship, with their gift of presenting the 
great deeds of God in their dramatic quality, and with their EBaster-joy." 
EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. METHODISTS VOTE UNION 
WITH EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN 


(Chicago) - Union of the Evangelical United Brethren Church (USA) and The 
Methodist Church was approved here on November 11 by the principal bodies 
of both of these denominations. 


The proposition now goes to the respective annual (regional) conferences 
of the two denominations for ratification. If ratified, the union will 
be formally consummated in April 1968 in Dallas, Texas. A two-thirds 
majority of the aggregate vote in each denomination is necessarye 


Approval by the General Conferences of the two churches came after three 
and a half days of debate, and several years of negotiations by com: 
missioners of the two bodies. 


Name of the new church is The United Methodist Church. It would have more 
than 11,000,000 members, making it the largest U.S. Protestant denomi- 
nation. Both churches are basically alike in history, structure and 
-doctrine. 


As adopted here, the enabling legislation provides that The United 
Methodist Church shall have bishops elected for a life tenure, district 
superintendents appointed by the bishops in the respective annual con- 
ferences, the former Methodist racially-constituted Central Jurisdiction 
has been eliminated and the annual conferences formerly part of it will 
be transferred to the appropriate geographical jurisdiction in the summer 
of 1968, 


The Methodist delegates set a "target date” of 1972 to eliminate these 
racially-¢oestituted annual conferences and merge them with the geogra-= 
phical annual conferences, but repeatedly refused to make the 1972 date 
mandatory. 


Complete union of the two denominations at the annual conference level 

can take up to 12 years to be completed. Full legislative details of 

the new church will be worked out by the uniting conference in 1968. 
EPS, Geneva 


STUDY OF LATIN AMERICAN PROTESTANTISM PLANNED 


(Santiago, Chile) - Luis E. Odell, general secretary of the Latin American 
Committee on Church and Society (ISAL), recently visited this city to 
complete plans for an extensive study on Latin American Protestantisme 


The project, initiated by ISAL, the Protestant Theological Community of 
Chile, and the Protestant Faculty in Buenos Aires, will start January 
1967 and be completed in four years. 


The study will seek to define: the impact of Protestantism on Latin 
American groups; the degree to which Protestants participate in society: 
their relation to the culture; new trends of thought and action; the 


theological and sociological preparation needed by the Church to perform 
its mission. 


Directing the project will be the Swiss sociologist Lalive d'Epinay, who 
has already carried out an enquiry into Protestantism in Chile for the 
World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 
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wCC LEADER WELCOMES POPE'S INTEREST 
IN A COMMON BIBLE 


(Geneva) - In response to Pope Paul VI's directive that the Secretariat 
for Christian Unity plan to cooperate with Protestant Bible groups in the 
production and distribution of common translations of the Scriptures, Dr. 
We Ae Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
issued the following statement: 


"We are glad that Pope Paul VI has so strongly underlined the necessity 
and desirability of common translations of the Bible to be used by all 
Christian churches together. 


"During recent years much progress has already been made in this field. 
In several countries work on common translations is already in progress 
and agreements have been made for the common use of existing translations. 


"The joint working group created by the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches has encouraged these developments. As all 
churches undertake the task of translation together, they will not only 
avoid the unnecessary duplication of work, but will make a great con- 
tribution to the ecumenical dialogue, which must be based on our common 
reading and interpretation of the Holy Scriptures." 


(London) - Dr. Olivier Béguin, general secretary of the United Bible 
Societies, made this statement: 


"Since the Bible Societies are responsible for the production of nearly 
95 per cent of all Scriptures circulated:.in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America, this new development is likely to have direct repercussions on 
their work. The Bible Societies have already received enquiries from 
Roman Catholic sources regarding the possibility of using their Bible 
texts, and already in some areas Roman Catholics are cooperating in 
translation projects with members of other churches under the auspices 
of the local Bible Society." EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN MEMBERS APPOINTED 
FOR TALKS WITH PRESBYTERIANS 


(London) = The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have appointed the 
Anglican representatives on the joint committee with the Presbyterian 
Church in England. They are as follows: the Bishop of Bristol, Dro 
Oliver Tomkins (chairman), Canon H.E.We Turner, the Rev. AM. Allchin, 

the Rev. G.JeC. Marchant, Mrs. S. Hodson and Canon David Paton (secretary). 


This committee is to begin the next stage in unity talks between the 
Church of England and the Presbyterian Churche 


The first stage, which also involved the Church of Scotland and the Epis- 
copal Church in Scotland, resulted in a joint report published earlier 
this year entitled "The Anglican-Presbyterian Conversations". It recom- 
mended that all conversations now proceed along "national" lines» (This 
was in line with resolutions passed at the British Council of Churches 
Faith and Order Conference of 1964.) Similar conversations are also 
developing in Scotland. 

Dr. Tomkins, who will head the Anglican delegation, was formerly WCC 
secretary for Faith and Order and the chairman of the 1964 British Faith 
and Order Conference. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC REFUGEE SERVICE RESTRUCTURED 


(Geneva) -~ To enable the World Council of Churches! Refugee Service to meet 
new situations around the world, a reorganisation of its headquarters staff 
was authorised by the Divisional Committee on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service when it met here November 9-11. 


After confirming the appointment of Dr. John Holt as director of the Refugee 
Service, the Committee announced two new appointments: 


Mr. Louis R. Van Ouwenaller to be Programme Officer; 
Miss Frances Le Martin to be Social Services Officer. 


Mr. Van Ouwenaller, who has been the WCC's Secretary for Personnel in the 
Department of Finance and Administration, has had long association with 

the Refugee Service. As Programme Officer he will, together with the func- 
tional specialists, evaluate and present plans for helping refugees of all 
kinds, translate these plans into budgetary terms, and keep the total pro- 
gramme under constant reviewe 


Miss Martin was until recently principal of the Josephine Butler College, 
Liverpool, a Church of England institution for training Christian social 
workerso As Social Services Officer, she witl give overall direction to 
the programme of individual assistance, and also assist in emergencies 
which call for refugee relief. 


Mr. Gerardus Allard will continue as Resettlement Officer, and Dr. Lazzlo 
Ledermann as Counsellor, of the Refugee Service. 


The Divisional Committee also authorised the formation of "mobile field 
staff" to help cope with emergencies; the strategic deployment of field 
offices, particularly in Europe; and intensified relations with national, 
regional, and specialised agencies of the churches. 


The Refugee Sub-Committee was strengthened by the addition of new members 
and consultants. 


In making these decisions the Divisional Committee officially noted that: 


(a) the re-structured Refugee Programme is expected to call for greater 
proportionate financial support from the churches; 


(bo) the churches may in future be asked more for financial support 


for specific projects and less for the general administration 
budgete 


In other actions, the Divisional Committee authorised an appeal for an 
additional $50,000 to relieve victims of the prolonged drought in Southern 
Africa; urged member churches to subscribe funds for the support of SASP 
(Specialised Assistance to Social Projects) which must raise $200,000, in 
1967 to finance its advisory service for the whole WCC; and called for a 


Re Se of $50,000 of new money in 1967 for ECLOF (Ecumenical Church Loan 
Fund). 


ECLOF's president, Leonard Hentsch, reported that seven new countries 
wished to set up National ECLOF committees but the Fund's resources were 
exhaustéd (see EPS No. 31). EPS, Geneva 
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"67 KIRCHENTAG SETS "PEACE" 
AS ITS THEME 


(Hannover, Germany) = The giant fair grounds here will be the scene next 
June of the thirteenth German Evangelical Kirchentag. 


Born in Hannover in 1949, the Kirchentag has drawn as many as 400,000 
people (Munich in 1959). However, the financial crisis now besetting 
Germany may mean that the budget for next year's event may not be so large 
as formerly. 


The theme selected is no less challenging. It is "Peace". Political 

discussions will have a considerable place in the first day of the church 

meeting. These will include the issues facing the Federal Republic, and 
Fae I 


particularly its young people. "What does it mean to be a German today*", 
is, for instance, a question on which citizens need help. 


But the participants will be looking not only inward but outward as they 
examine the re'ationship of rich and poor nations and its bearing on world 
peace, Jewish-Christian relations, race-conflict, and other obstacles to 
peace will be considered as well. 


At a recent meeting of the Ecumenical Committee- the group which plans 
events to orient the nearly 1,000 non-Germans who attend these large church 
gatherings = the urgency of the theme was stressedo 


"Peace must be for the whole man in a world community", said this group. 
"Politics and economics, defence expenditure and social service, bombs and 
bread, what happens between the generations = all have a relationship to 
peace and peace-making." 


Present at the Ecumenical Committee meeting, with Mark Gibbs of England 
as chairman, were representatives of France, Belgium, Luxembourg, 
Switzerland, Sweden, Netherlands, Austria, Scotland, plus members of the 
Kirchentag staff. Ralph Young represented the World Council of Churches. 
EPS, Geneva 


EFFECT OF POVERTY AND AFFLUENCE 
ON CHURCHES' MISSION CITED BY DR. BLAKE 


(Chicago) = "The ecumenical movement takes even more seriously than most 
of its critics the call to worldwide witness to Jesus Christ", Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, general secretary-elect of the World Council of Churches, 
told the General Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren Church 
meeting here November 13. 


The subject of Dr. Blake's address was "The Effect of Poverty and Affluence 
on the World Mission of the Churches", 


Because the ecumenical movement is "essentially a biblically based move= 
ment", according to Dr. Blake, it has recognised from the beginning that 
evangelism is "the central activity of the Church", 


He reminded his hearers that "the words we have to bring to ail the world 
are not essentially words of exhortation but words of revelation. 


"The Gospel is God's disclosure of Himself in the life, death and resur-= 
rection of Jesus Christ. If Christians reject this good news, the Church 
has no real reason for its existence", said the WCC leader. 


Commenting on the "death of God" theology currently discussed in the secu= 
lar press, Dr. Blake saids "If I understand correctly what some of this 
new school have been saying, namely that there never has been or is no 
more a transcendent God who has revealed himself in Jesus Christ, then I 
say such theology, if accepted, could mark the end of the Christian Church 


and not its renewal." 
(more) 
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Turning to the effect of poverty and affluence on the world mission of the 
churches, he said: "The distortion caused by wealth and affluence is 
greater by far than even that caused by extreme poverty. Affluence in a 
world generally poor makes the rich afraid they will lose their comfort, 
it gives the rich a false sense of values, and a false sense of their own 
virtuese 


"No hungry man, on the other hand, can listen to any gospel, other than 
that there is food that he and his family may eat. 


"He cannot stand off and judge fairly what a wasteful, overweight rich 
man has to say even about Jesus Christ", said Dr. Blake. 


This gulf between rich and poor = whether they be men or churches or 
nations = is so deep and wide "that God alone can bridge it", according 
to the speakere 


"We in the affluent part of the world can shout the Gospel and even 
begin to live it out, but the poor cannot hear or see in us any true re= 
flection of Him who was rich and became poor for our sake." 


Yet God can use "even us" to win men to Christ, noted Dr. Blake, "if we 
(in the affluent nations) have courage enough to risk our comfort to 
change the economic rules by which we are accustomed to live under which 
the rich are becoming richer and the poor poorero 


"Unless the American churches hear the voice of those angry young men who 
spoke to us (sometimes irresponsibly) at the World Gonference on Church 

and Society in July, there is nothing that conservative evangelicals among 
us = even including Billy Graham and Carl Henry = can do to make the Gospel 
heard", said the world church leader. 


One of the chief services the World Council of Church may be able to do 
for evangelism, according to Dr. Blake, "is to create a worldwide com= 
munity of churches and Christians, rich and poor, who by the miracle of 
Christ will love each other enough to work and live and preach together in 
His name", 


Acknowledging that the WCC "is not yet fully such an instrument", he said: 
"It is our opportunity to let God through us make it become such a council 
and such an instrument." EPS, Geneva 


TRAINING FOR NATION BUILDING 
PROPOSED BY INDIAN CHRISTIAN CENTRE 


(Bangalore, India) - A six-months study programme has been proposed by the 
Ecumenical Christian Centre here to train men and women for nation building. 


The course would study the forces at work in the social, political and, eco#- 
nomic sphereso Lecturers would be drawn from the resident staff of the 
centre, as well as from government, political parties, business, trade unions 
and the academic communityo 


If present plans materialize, the course would start in April 1968 with 20 
studentso Cost for the entire period, estimate at about Rse 1,000 ($133.50) 
per person, would be borne by the body sponsoring the studento Preference 
would be given to those from member bodies of the centre. This includes’ 
such organisations as the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon; 
Methodist Church of Southern Asia; Church of South India Synod; Mar Thoma 
Syrian Church; SCM; YMCA; YWCA; and several Lutheran bodieso 

(more) 


Noo. 36 = 17th November, 1966 1 


"Often Christian communities live in isolation from the wider community", 
Said a statement drawn up by a consultation called to finalise plans. 

"The full significance of the Christian gospel has to be understood and 
interpreted in light of what is happening in the country todayo The time 
has come to think in terms of training a new type of missionary who will 
interpret to Christians the Christian understanding of man and community." 


These "new missionaries" would not be full-time workers but persons al~ 
ready in service who would receive this additional training to help the 
congregations participate actively in development programmes. They would 
also act as contacts with government and secular agenciese EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH PROTESTANT FEDERATION CONVENES 


(Paris) - The 12th General Assembly of the French Protestant Federation. 
was held at Colmar from October 30 to November 1. Some 250 delegates 
came from six member churches: Reformed Church of France; the Lutheran 
Church of France, the Reformed Church of Alsace and Lorraine (Concordat), 
the Lutheran Church of Alsace and Lorraine (Concordat); and two smaller 
churches ~- the independent Evangelical Reformed Church and the Federation 
of Evangelical Baptist Churches of France. The French Protestant Federa- 
tion, created in 1909, is a consultative body with no power to take deci- 
sionse 


In his report Pastor Charles Westphal, president of the Federation, urged 
the four larger churches to "find a way to unite". But "a unity which 
would be merely legal or administrative would not be a real step forward", 
he said. "A form of unity must be found flexible enough for the churches 
and movements to be really associated." He also stressed the need for the 
Federation to build up relations with Catholicism. 


On the Assembly theme "A Church for Others", Pastor Keller of Grenoble 
questioned whether the essential task is to seek new forms and structures 


when the real weakness is the Church's relation to the world. "The world 
is no longer a Christian world; it is composed of men and women who claim 
to be mature, free from the tutelage of religions", he said. Living for 


Others therefore means that the Church has to accept the fact that these 
people are no longer under its jurisdictione 


The Church can confess Christ only "if Christians consent to take risks 
side by side with other men, while remaining members of a visible church, 
apart from which their faith and their service become forms of self-= 
exaltation rather than a witness to Christ", Pastor Keller stated. 


The Assembly asked the Federation to widen its membership to include all 
the Protestant denominations. It also urged that efforts be continued 
to unite the four main churches in the Federation in a single Protestant 
Church of France. 

The Council of the Federation was asked to start conversations with the 
National Council of Churches in the USA with a view to joint action for 
peace in Vietnam. 

For the first time the Assembly was attended by two official Roman 
Catholic observerse EPS, Geneva 
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RHODESIAN MISSIONARY TO BE TRIED 
FOR CONTROVERSIAL SERMON 


(London) = The Rev. Charles Blakney, an American missionary in Rhodesia 

for the United Church of Christ, has been ordered to appear before the 
Magistrate's Court in Salisbury on November 21. He is charged with having 
cited in a sermon preached in the Congregational church there the case of 
an African who was tortured by the police in an attempt to extract infor- 
mation from himo 


Mr. Blakney's difficulties came to light in a press conference called here 
by the International Department of the British Council of Churches whose 
director, Noel Salter, had recently returned from a trip to Rhodesia. 
While there he had talked with the African (now freed), a young ordinand 
for the Methodist ministry, to learn whether the facts were as described 
in Mr. Blakney's sermon. 


According to Mr. Salter, the African told him that he had been "hit and 
kicked by the police during the interrogation, questioned under a bright 
light, and told 'you realise some people never leave this place alive?'". 


Mr. Blakney has served for eighteen years in Rhodesiac EPS, Geneva 


NETHERLANDS OLD CATHOLICS/ ROMAN CATHOLICS 
HOLD FIRST JOINT SERVICE SINCE 1724 


(Utrecht) - A joint service attended by Old Catholics and Roman Catholics 
was held on November 7 in the Old Catholic St. Gertrudis Church here. 
It was the first time the two confessions had met since the schism of 1724. 


The two Archbishops of Utrecht - Bernard Cardinal Alfrink (Roman Catholic) 
and Dr. Andreas Rinkel (Old Catholic) - conducted the service together. 
Both welcomed the renewal of contacts after centuries of separation, and 
the proposed conversations between their two churchese 


The high point of the service was the reading of a theological statement 
worked out by a joint group with the approval of both bishops, and ex- 
amined in Rome by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and by 
the Secretariat for Christian Unity. A statement from the Vatican, 
signed by Cardinal Bea, was also read. These documents were termed of 
historic significance by an Old Catholic spokesman because "they remove 
the old quarrel about ‘Jansenism! (one of the reasons for the break bet- 
ween Rome and Utrecht) from the sphere of dogmatics, and because they re- 
cognise as legitimate the concern of the churches of the Utrecht Union 
for the autonomy of national bodies". 


Cardinal Bea's statement said Rome will no longer insist that two dis-= 
puted papal documents condemning Jansenism, be recognised as a condition 
for conversations with the Old Catholics. They are the "Unigenitus" Bull 
of Pope Clement XI in 1715 and the formula of Pope Alexander VII of 1664. 


The theological statement by the joint group says recent study of the 
sources has led the group to realise that the two papal Bulls can no longer 
be regarded as criteria of Catholic Orthodoxy, because their formulations 
are not clear and they spring from an attitude which no longer existse 

EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIANS TO SEEK $500,000 
FOR OVERSEAS AID IN 1967 


(Sydney) » The australian Council of Churches plans to raise at least 
$500,000 for overseas aid and development projects in 1967. 


Largest,item on the list, which includes aid for church-sponsored proe= 
grammes in more than 50 countries, is $111,000 for refugee care and re- 
habilitation services. 


Included in the projects are: an Australian refugee service team for 
Vietnam ($12,500 medical, agricultural and educational programmes in 
Indonesia ($16,000); refugee, educational and medical work in Hong Kong 
($36,500). Unusual projects include: $4,000 for a church civil rights 
programme in the USA; $1,000 for the support of families of persons 
detained in Rhodesia; $2,000 for the education of native children in 
south Africa, 


More than half the money raised by the Council's Inter-~Church Aid Division 
in 1967 will be spent in Asia and the Pacific. Projects in 13 Asian 
countries will receive support. Largest of these recipients will be India, 
for which $37,500 is ear-marked for agricultural, educational and literacy 
projects. 


The aid programme is an annual one carried out by the council. on behalf of 
its 11 Anglican, Protestant and Orthodox member-churches. A major source 
of funds will be the Christmas Bowl appeal held in churches throughout 
Australia during December. 


An additional $60,000 is reserved for projects which are being developed 
as a result of famines during the last year in India, Indonesia and 
Central Africas EPS, Geneva 


STATISTICS ON THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS 
IN SOME EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 


(Paris) - The French Protestant Information Service published the follow- 
ing statistics on the number of students registered in the theological 
faculties of some of the socialist countries for the scholastic year 1966= 
1967: 


Poland. There are 90 students attending the Academy of Theology shared 
by the three churches (Old Catholic, Reformed, and Lutheran). 


Czechoslovakia. Twelve new students and four foreign students have re=- 
gistered for the first year at the Comenius Faculty of Theology, Prague. 


Hungary. In Budapest there are 31 students (including one Finn) at the 
Lutheran Academy of Theology; 45 students at the Reformed Academy of 

Theology (15 in their first year); and 10 studying at the Baptist theo- 
logical seminary. Some 46 students are registered at Debrecen, of whom 
thirteen men and three women are in their first year. EPS, Geneva 
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DICARWS TAKES FAREWELL OF 
VISSER 'T HOOFT AND MARCARET JABOOR 


(Geneva) = Official farewells were said to Dro Wo Aco Visser,'t Hooft. 
retiring general secretary of the WCC, and to Miss Margaret Jaboor, who 
leaves the Service to Refugees at the end of the year, when the Divisional 
Committee on Inter=-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service met here November 
9-11 under the chairmanship of Bishop John Hines. 


In saying goodbye to Miss Jaboor, who has been associated with the Refugee 
Service for 15 years, the Committee passed a special minute which affirmed: 
"The churches! ministry to refugees through the World Council has been em= 
bodied longer and more fully in Margaret Jaboor than in any other, persons 
Her name is surely known to the vast majority of over 300,000 homeless 
people whose resettlement she directed. It is knowmto thousands more who 
have made no long overseas journey to a promised land but have found new 
roots, new jobs, and new meaning in life through the Service to Refugees. 
Miss Jaboor has been a living symbol of compassionate Christian care," 


Miss Janet Lacey, the vice-chairman, spoke of "the tremendous contribution" 
Dre Visser *t Hooft had made to. the Division. Mr. Christian Berg noted 
that the WCC leader had taught them to see the work of the Division as an 
integral part of being a follower of Jesus Christ today. 


In replying, Dr. Visser 't Hooft recalled that when in 1938 he was invited 
by the late Archbishop William Temple to become general secretary of the 
wCC in process of formation, he had answered that he did not believe in 

an ecumenical movement or a world council that would move only in the 
field of thought and study without at the same time expressing itself in 
the field of Christian action and diakonias Due to World War il it was 
not at first possible to do much along these lines, but on September 255 
1942. a small committee met in Geneva and, taking their courage in their 
hands, proposed to create a "Department of Reconstruction". That was the 
beginning of what became the Division of IntereChurch Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service. 


"I shall not leave the Division with any worries about where it is going", 


Dr. Visser®!t Hooft saide "It will continue to magnify the work of 
Christ for those who are orphaned and in needs" EPS, Geneva 
IN BRIEF 


In a new gesture of ecumenical rapprochement between the Eastern Orthodox 
and Roman Catholic churches, Athenagoras I, the Orthodox Patriarch of 
Constantinople, conferred the goiden cross of the Order of Saint Andrew of 
Rhodes on Msgr. John G. Nolan, president of the Roman Catholic Pontifical 
Mission for Palestine. The mission heips Arab refugees from what is now 
Israel. Msgr. Nolan is the first recipient of this decoration ~ot to be — 
a member of the Orthodox Church. 


* * * 


Professors of missions from Hurope and North America gathered in Hamburg 
recently at the invitation of the German Society for Missionary Research, 
They formulated plans for a congress to be held in England in April 1968, 
to consider the place of missions in a changing world. Professor Hans-= 
Werner Gensichen of Heidelberg chaired the Hamburg conferences 


# * 
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Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid. Refugee » 
and World Service, and an associate general secretary of the WCC, was taken 
ill while visiting Canada at the end of October. He has recently under- 
gone surgery in New York and at press time was making good progresso 


% % x 


Father: Pierre: Dil, 29,' a Dutch Anglican priest at St. Alban's Cathedral, 
Pretoriaz South Africas has been served with a deportation order; he 
intends to make representations to the Minister of the Interior against 
the order, Father Dil said he had received vicious anonymous telephone 
calls and letters attacking him for the articles he had written for the 
cathedral magazine, The articles had been highly) critical, of the; system 
of enforced segregation in South Africa. The YVenj) Reve Marks Nyeg the 
Deans of. Pretoria, said he and the council of St.) Alban's’ Cathedral were 
shocked at the deportation order, 


% % ¥ 


ThevLutheran Council in Canada is considering proposals to launch a dia= 


logueowith the Roman Catholic Church in Canada. The recommendation was 
made by the Canadian branch of the new Lutheran Council's Division of 
Theological Studies. Acting on, the proposal, the division asked its execu 


tive secretary, the Rev. Louis N. Scholl of Winnipeg, Mano, to gather 
materials on worldwide Lutheran-Catholic talks. 


* % % 


Aivast.écumenical centre for theological studies is planned at Indian=- 
apolis, Inds, (USA) where a $10 million cluster of Catholic colleges is 
to be built next to the Christian Theological Seminary of the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ). Catholics of St. Maur's Theological 
Seminary, which will move to Indianapolis from South Uniom Kyo, will use 
classrooms, offices and libraries at the existing Disciples seminary next 
september while their own facilities are' under construction. A Catholic 
leader-in the project envisioned cooperation between "at least" five 
Protestant groups and as many Catholic orders within ‘LO! years, 


& * % 


A young African pastor has become the first non-Dane to be received into 
the regular parish ministry of Denmark's national Lutheran Churcho The 
Revs Leonidas Kalugila from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania 

was installed on October 30 as assistant pastor of the M¢ ' ovangskirken 

at Aarhus; His appointment is for a one=year term. He has already ‘spent 
a year learning Danish and ‘studying Old Testament at the University» 


or & ¥. 


The Week of Prayer and World Fellowship of the YMCA and YWCA has been 
observed from November 14 tio 19, Its theme: “Blessed are the peace= 
makers". A message fromthe Presidents of the two world bodies on the 
occasion of this 99th Week of Prayer says: “It is right and necessary 
that the members of the YWCA and YMCA, active in 96. countries, should 
share purposefully and earnestly in the search for peace and in support 


of those forces and influences which strive for reconciliation, Peace"! 
does not come by itself. It is made, and blessed are the makers of 
peace." 
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Members of the Congregational Union of South Africa have expressed their 
unanimous approval of the continuation of conversations with the Anglicans, 
Presbyterians and Methodists. The purpose of these conversations is to 
form one single Church of Christ in South Africas 


* * * 


Dr. We Ae Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC, has received the 
"Grotius Medal" for his achievements in promoting the concept of inter- 


national justice. The International Grotius Foundation continues the 
work and thought of Hugo Grotius, the father of international law. 
¥ * * 


In response to an instruction on mixed marriage issued by the Swiss 
Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church, the Council of the Federation of 
Protestant Churches of Switzerland has called for a "far-reaching, frank 
and fraternal conversation" between the two groupso Despite hopes raised 
by the instruction, the Protestants held that "a whole series of pres 
criptions remain in force which our Reformed churches cannot accept". 
Since the principle of reciprocity has not been applied, the Protestants 
stated they could not regard the dispositions as a valid solution to the 
problem, 


* ® & 
A qualified journalist to edit two Christian papers in East Africa for a 


two-three year period is being sought by the Christian Councils of Kenya 
and Tanzaniao Target and Lengo are two monthly papers of Christian news 


and comment published in Nairobi. The present editor, the Rev. S. Booth= 
Clibborn, has stated that he must leave the country by mid-April 1967. 
¥ % 


The 10th anniversary of the United Christian Council in Israel was marked 
by a thanksgiving service on October 31 at St. Andrew's Church in 
Jerusalemo Delegates from all Protestant churches and church agencies in 
the country were joined by representatives of Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
churches, of the Ministry of Religious Affairs, the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs and ambassadors from three nations. Israeli Broadcasting Core 
poration recorded the service for broadcasting on November 66 


* * * 


A standing committee of the Knesset, Israel's Parliament, is again taking 
up the question of missionary activity. The decision was made following 
a motion by Yaacov Katz of Poalei Aguda and Itzhak Raphael of the National 
Religious Party. They warned of the danger of missionaries exploiting 
the present economic recession to gain converts with promises of economic 
help and assistance in emigration. 


% * * 


The Swiss Council of Protestant Missions has voted a special grant to a 
literature centre in the Cameroons which will publish the writings of 
promising African Christians, and another grant will make it possible for 
the World Student Christian Federation to set up a chaplaincy in Togo and 


Dahomey. The funds were collected as part of the second Bread for the 
World Campaign. Some 15 projects already in process in India, Hong Kong, 
Congo, Argentina and Haiti will also be aided, EPS, Geneva 


* * * 
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Reflecting on the future of the ecumenical movement and the role he hopes 
the World Council will play, Dr. Blake stated: "There are two erroneous 
ideas about the ecumenical movement current in many parts of the worlds 
One is that Pope John XXIII started ite The other is that the World 
Council started. Actually the movement began and continues essentially 
in the aspirations and faith of people, young and old, who have found 
that their effective expression of Christianity is hindered and limited 
by all the ecclesiastical structurese 


"The World Council of Churches and all churches including the Roman 
Catholic have an opportunity - if they are free and creative enough - to 
give some direction to the desire of Christian people everywhere to make 
their faith once more central in the life of mano" 


The new WCC executive pointed out that "the WCC is not interested in unity 
for the sake of unity, but in unity combined with the reformation and re= 
newal of the structures and life of the Church, so that Jesus Christ may 
be presented with power everywhere". 


Dre Blake indicated three areas of immediate importance to the WCC: 


- The first involves making the Council truly ecumenical. "Since 1961 
almost all Orthodox churches have been members of the Council", he 
said, "but it is still Western with a bit of Oriental embroidery". 


~ The second concerns the relationship arising out of Vatican II. WAG 
the world level I would guess there are many things on which we need 
studies that are totally Christian rather than either WCC or Roman 
Catholic", Dr. Blake statede One example is peaceo He spoke of the 
distinct necessity for the two groups to study the problem together 
if at all possible. 


~ In the third place the Church and the Council are trying to get into 
the world in a relevant way with the Gospel of Jesus Christe "The 
Church must stop worrying about itself and get out into the world", 
was the way the WCC leader phrased ite 


"I believe the World Council should work with those responsible 
church leaders who have this concern so that they can break new 
ground", he statede 


On one hand this requires new efforts to reach intellectuals and 
studentse On the other hand it involves identification with the 
churches in Asia, Africa and Latin America. "North American and 
European churches will get a new view of the worldwide Church as they 
listen to the 'third world!'", Dre Blake noted. 


Acknowledging that concern had been expressed in some quarters about an 
Americants being named to lead the WCC, in view of the widespread criticism 
of American foreign policy, Dre Blake made this response: 


"Anyone who assumes an international post such as this one makes a basic 
shift in his assumptions, from those of whatever country or culture he has 
been a part of to an attempt to look at things whole, from a world point of 
viewo Such a person of. necessity belongs to all the churches. 


"In one sense it is irrelevant that I, as an American, have been critical of 
U.S. foreign policy especially in Asia, even though this may be welcome news 
to many people", said the new general secretary. "Every thoughtful person 
knows that the problem of peace is the problem of human survivale Now 

that the weapons for total annihilation are available, world war must become 


unthinkable in every nationo 

"I hope the churches of the WCC will press their governments not only to 

avoid the kinds of actions which could escalate into world war but also to 
(more) 
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think in a new way about a world community of peoples. 


"The best opportunity Orthodox and Protestant churches have to make a real 
contribution in this area lies in working together with Roman Catholics to 
establish a sense of worldwide Christian communitye 


"The fact that the WCC chose an American for the secretaryship", said Dre 
Blake, "indicates a recognition that U.S. churches have tried to avoid 
using their size and resources to dominate the programmes of the Council. 
In view of America's great economic and political power, it is even more 
of a compliment." 


The WCC executive expressed his hope that "my obvious handicap of being 
monocultural may be a blessing in disguise, for I am certain that the domi- 
nance of the English language and English and American thought~forms in the 
Council needs to be radically changed". Just as Protestants in the WCC 
need to give more attention to the views of the Orthodox, said Dr. Blake, 
so Europeans and Americans must be sensitive to the way that Africans, 
Asians and Latin Americans think and reacte 


The general secretary commented as follows on the role Dre We Ae Visser 

't Hooft will play in WCC affairs: "As of December 1 he is consultant to 
the General Secretariat. I am not in a position to say what he will do 
for the organization because in large measure that will. be up to hime But 
in addition to the writing which he intends to do, I am sure his wisdom and 
experience will remain available to the movement and the Council that have 
been his life." 


Eugene Carson Blake is no stranger to the World Council of Churches. He 
deen a member of both the Central Committee and the Executive Committee 


er=Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. He is also a former president 
54~57) of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USdAs 


Born in Ste Louis, Missouri in 1906, Dre Blake received a BeA. degree with 
honours in philosophy from Princeton Universitye He took his theological 
training at New College, Edinburgh, Scotland, and Princeton Theological 
Seminarye He was pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Albany, New York, 
for five years, and served the Pasadena (Calif.) Presbyterian Church for 
eleven years before moving to the headquarters of his denomination as stated 
clerk. 

Dre Blake was elected General Secretary of the World Council by its 100 
member policy-making Central Committee at its ennual meeting February 8=17, 


1966.6 His appointment runs until the WCCts next Assembly scheduled for 
July, 1968 in Uppsala, Sweden. EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARY FINED FOR CRITICISING 

RHODESIAN POLICE 

(Salisbury) ~ The Reve Charles Philip Blakney, an American missionary of the 
United Church of Christ, was fined £15 in the Salisbury regional court for 
uttering words during a sermon "likely to expose the police to contempt, 
ridicule or disesteem". (See EPS no. 36.) 


He was found Not Guilty on the main charge of uttering words likely to en~ 
gender a feeling of hostility towards the police, 


Bight whites walked out of a service in a Salisbury church when Blakney 
claimed that two Africans had been tortured by the police, and stated that 
one had been put in a cell known as "the room with the snake". He said 
the man was given electric shocks until he lost consciousnesse 


Mre Re Fe Barnes, the magistrate, found the torture allegations false and 
said Blakney was clearly prejudiced against the police. EPS, Geneva 
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THEOLOGICAL COMMISSION NAMED 
BY WCC/ROMAN CATHOLIC WORKING GROUP 


(Geneva) - The WCC Secretariat for Faith and Order and the Vatican Secre- 
tariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity will begin common theological 
studies on the problem of "apostolicity and catholicity of the Church". 


The studies will be undertaken by a commission whose composition was deter= 
mined by the Joint Working Group of the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church 
at its meeting in Cret Bérard (near Lausanne) November 20-22. Later a 
larger group will be formed to receive the results of the initial study. 


The following were appointed members of the theological commission: 


For the WCCs Prof S. Agourides, Saloniki (Orthodox); Prof. Jean Bosc, 
Paris (Reformed); Prof. John Meyendorff, New York (Orthodox); Prof. Paul 
Minear, New Haven (United Church of Christ); Prof. Wolfhard Pannenberg, 
Mainz, Germany (Lutheran); Profe He Root, Southampton, England (Anglican); 
Prof. Claude Welch, Philadelphia (Methodist). 


For the Roman Catholic Church: Prof. Jan Witte, Rome; Prof. Giuseppe 
Alferigo, Bologna; Prof. Raymond Brown, Baltimore, Maryland; .Prof. 
Alexandre Ganoczy, Paris; Prof. Emanuel Lanne, Rome; Prof. Rudolf 
Schnackenburg, Germany. 


A sub-commission on mixed marriages, whose composition has not yet been 
announced, will begin its work in a few monthso Commenting on this sub- 
commission in a radio broadcast, Dr. Lukas 'Vischer, secretary of the WCC 
Faith and Order Department, stressed that the problem of mixed marriages 
arises not only between the Roman Catholic Church:. and the WCC as a whole, 
but also between the Catholic Church and the separate confessional bodies. 
The sub-commission will have the extremely important task of coordinating 
the separate conversations and collecting information on their points of 
agreement. 


In its meeting at Créet Bérard the Joint Working Group also reviewed the 
status of the dialogue on such questions as common pag A for unity; 
missions, social questions, relief activities, women's work and laity. 


In the future, preparations for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will 
be made by a small joint committee, instead of by various centre. This 
small committee will provide printed materials for use in the common obser-~ 
Vance@e 


It is the intention of the Working Group to submit to their parent bodies a 
second progress report following the next meeting, which will take place in 
May, 1967 in Italy. EPS, Geneva 


MOB SETS FIRE TO THREE CHURCHES 
IN INDIAN STATE OF ORISSA — 


(Berhampur, Orissa) =— An unruly mob set fire to Roman Catholic, Baptist and 
Anglican churches here, but were dissuaded from destroying a fourth church, 
according to a report from the Most Reve Lakdasa De Mel, Bishop of Calcutta 
and Metropolitan of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylone 


Representations are being made to the government at New Delhi, he states. 
However, church officials are not inclined to blame the Indian Government, 
which has sought to maintain a careful watch on religious liberty. Further, 
there is evidence that public-minded citizens of other religions in Berhampur 


are deeply grieved by these incidents and wish to see reparation made. 
EPS, Geneva 


\ 
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SPANISH PARLIAMENT APPROVES 
THE PRINCIPLE OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Madrid) - In accordance with the Leto “proposed by General Franco, head 

of the Spanish Government, the Cortes (Parliament) has adopted the principle 
of religious liberty. This decision, together with other amendments to 

the Constitution adopted by the Cortes, will» be submitted in-December to a 
popular referendums 


In proposing an amendment to the Constitution concerning non-Catholic 
worship, General Franco said that he did’so with the express approval of 
Pope Paul Vie The new: text of Article 6 ,0f the Constitution will»read as 
follows: 


"The profession and practice of the Catholic religion, which is the 
religion of the Spanish state; shall: enjoy official protections 

The state shall assume the protection of religious liberty, which 
shall be guaranteed by effective legal 8 eran that will ensure 

morality and public ordere" -~ 


The new law and regulations for the application of the constitutional 
amendment have already been provisionally ,approved by the: Government, and 
are now being examined by the Spanish College of Bishops, which has not»yet 
pronounced its opinions 


In his speech to the Cortes General Franco explainedsthat it had been 
necessary to modify Articles6 of the Constitution;"so as to make it»accord 
with the present doctrine of the Church formulated sat the Vatican Council". 
He added: "We shall jealously guard this civic right, while at the same 
time fervently cherishing the treasure of our Catholic religion, which we 
shall protect and uphold with the justice befitting those in authorityse" 


The press comments all stress the role played for many years in this impore 
tant decision by lire. Castiella, the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairso 


* * * 


The Commission for the Defence of Protestantism in Spain states that during 
the third quarter of 1966 the Government has granted permission for ten 
Protestant churches to be opened in different. provinces of Spaing For the 
first time the largest Protestant Church in Barcelona has been allowed to 
place a cross on its outer facade, and also a small notice-board stating 
that the building is a Protestant churche' . EPS, Geneva 


CEYLON ANGLICANS APPROVE 

CHURCH UNION SCHEME 

(Colombo, Ceylon) ~- The Diocesan Council of, Colombo (Anglican) recently 
voted 168 in favour and 18 against the Ceylon Church Union Scheme. There 
was one abstentione In September the other Ceylon diocese Kurunagela, 
voted 55 in favour and 2 against (2 abstentions). 


When all diocesan councils in the Province of India, Pakistan, Burma and 
Ceylon have voted, a final ballot must be taken at the next General Council, 
which will probably meet in January 1969. It could be summoned earlier, 
but this is not likely since the Lambeth Conference comes in 1968. 


The Methodist Church has committed itself to union with the Anglican Church 
and has said that it will pray and work actively towards that ende It has 
proposed that inter-communion be the first stages EPS, Geneva 
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CUBAN COUNCIL, OF CHURCHES 
HOLDS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


(Havana) - The 28th General Assembly of the Cuban Council of Evangelical 
Churches held here November 8-10 was attended by respresentatives of the 
twelve member denominations. 


Addresses were given on the role of the laity and lay movements of renewal 
by Mre Ce. I. Itty, associate secretary of the WCC Department on the Laity, 
and on the witness of Christians in a socialist society by Prof. Milan 
Opocensky of Comenius Faculty in Prague, Czechoslovakias 


"One of the new ecumenical facts of our time", according to’Mr. Itty, “is 

a rediscovery of the’laity as the Church in the world". After analysing 
the sociological and theological factors contributing to this development, 
he suggested that the present situation in Cuba might offer a similar 
opportunity. He: called on Cuban churches to, see the new. possibilities 
open to them, to restate their: theology, re-examine their mission and ree 
shapei their structures "in order: to be a’ creative minority in a secularised 
society". 


Speaking» out-of hissexperiencesasoai young Christian, leader,.in a socialist 
country, Mr. Opocensky pointed. out the'need for Christians. to forsake. 
their ghetto mentality and identify themselves with the struggle of ‘their. 
fellowmen for justice and peaces He spoke also of the need for meaning= 
_ ful dialogue between Christians and Marxistse 


The Very Reve José A. Gonzalez, Dean of the Episcopalian Cathedral, was 
elected president of the Council and Dr. Adolfo Ham was re-elected execu 
tive secretary for 4a two-year periods 


Following» the Assembly a/Consultation-on the Laity. was held. This was. the 
firstegathering of its kinde Both Mre Itty and Dr. Opocensky participatede 
in,one.of the sessions the Rt. Reve Fernando Azcarate, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Havana, a Conciliar Father, presented the Vatican Council, documents on the 
laitye 


The Governing Board of the Cuban Council of Churches has approved the open- 
inglof .anstudy, centre with othe Rev. Dr. Rafael. Cepeda.as director. Die 
Cepeda, a Presbyterian minister, was from.1956'\to 1960 secretary of the 
Commission on Cooperation of Presbyterian Churches in Latin America {now the 
Association of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches in Latin America). 

Since 1963 he has been President of the Department of Church and Society of 
the Council. The centre will conduct all studies and research required by 
the different departments and committees of the Council, following the 
pattern uséd by study centrés in association with the WCCo EPS, Geneva 


UeSe JOURNAL WITHDRAWS FUNDS 

FROM BANK AIDING SOUTH AFRICA 

(New York) - Christianity and Crisis, liberal independent Protestant jour 

nal founded by Reinhold Niebuhr, and headed by John Ge Benn cbs announced 
that it is withdrawing its account from the First National City Bank in 
New York to protest against the bank's financial involvements with the 

noverditent of South Africas 

An editorial in the November 28 issue said the decision was an effort to. 

“strike a blow against the vicious institution of apartheid" and "to con- 

tribute to the more widespread movement..otoward industrial and financial 

disengagement (particularly American) from South Africa. 

. | (more) 
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The editorial protested against the bank's participation in a revolving 
credit arrangement that makes funds available to the South African 


Governmente 


The action was an endorsement of a proposal by the Committee of Conscience 
Against Apartheid, jointly sponsored by the grim Committee on Africa 
and the University Christian Movements ere e Geneva 


ICA HELPS IN NEW INDIAN FAMINE CRISIS 


(New Delhi) - Because of the help given by churches. scan shee PORES in 
response to the WCC's India famine appeal earlier this year, immediate 
measures could be taken to help meet a new emergency in the State of Bihare 


Well-drilling equipment ~ bought with funds from the. Wogts: “special appeal o 
is being redeployed to work temporarily in the drow Ent affected “parts of 
Bihare It will be manned by three of the churches’ ‘specialists,’ two: 
workers from the Indian Social Institute's extension. service, and a, pees 
of volunteerse eae = aah 


North of the Ganges River where earlier floods had anatase as crops and put 
out of action many irrigation pumps, the Committee on Relief and Gift 
Supplies of the National Christian Council of India (CORAGS) is supporting . 
two Peace Corps volunteers and an Indian witha nobiie wOPkaR ay to Bae : 
repair pumpse : 


Emergency feeding programmes and food=for=work arate ee Haver also been. 
startede 


Bihar has a population of more than So. 000,000, According to the Guardian 
of Great Britain, at least 20 million of itedé people now face acute hunger 
and starvatione The British Observer reports a mass migration appears to 
have begun from the affected areas with an estimated 3,000 Fevaene leaving 
every day for Calcutta. 


The Hindustan Times, New Delhi, says: "Bihar is facing one of the worst 
droughts of decades. Fields which are irrigated by the Lilagan irrigation 
scheme are drye Children are eating the pulp from a palm tree ioeatee In 
Bahera village people are living on salt and water." 


Last February the Division of Inter=Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 
appealed for $3,000,000 towards a coordinated programme for striking at 
the root causes of ae in India. This appeal, endorsed by the WCC 
Central Committee, was coordinated with appeals made by the Roman Catholic. 
Church, and the United Nations! Food and Agriculture Organization. 


So far, approximately $2,250,000 has been given or pledged ‘towards the 
DICARWS appeal and the batanns of $750,000 has still to be raisede 
EPs Geneva 


MASS MEETINGS IN CHILE 
PROTEST EDUCATION DECREE 


(Santiago) - The "Evangelical Movement for Separation of Church and State" 
has organised mass meetings in major cities throughout Chile to seek to 
abrogate the recently promulgated decree by the Frei Government which re- 
gulates the teaching of Roman Catholic religion in public schools. 


Between 20,000 and 30,000 persons gathered in the centre of Santiago on 
October 26 to: demonstrate in favour of the separation of Church and State 
guaranteed in the 1925 Chilean Constitution. The rally was preceded by a 


(more) 
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long parade through the principal streets of the city, in which leaders 
and members of almost every local congregation and of churches in other 
provinces participated. 


Speakers from Baptist, Methodist and Pentecostal churches expressed the 
opposition of Chilean Evangelicals to the government!s new policy. 
Leaders of the Evangelical Movement transmitted an official communication 
from the rally to President Frei and to the Ministry of Educatione 


At a similar demonstration in Concepcion 5,000 persons issued a declaration 
calling for the decrees repeal and urging the government to respect the 
religious neutrality of public educatione “EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATORS HEAR CALL 
FOR FRANK FACING OF DIFFERENCES 


(Chicago) ~ Christians and Jews have reached the point in their dialogue 
when they must move beyond the beliefs they share to confront the differ~ 
ences that divide them, Jewish scholars told the national convention of 
the Religious Education Association heree 


"Christians will have to face up to the ongoing validity of the Covenant 
of Abraham and Moses in a far more sweeping manner than Vatican II or 
even the World Council of Churches has yet done", said Rabbi Irving 
Greenberg of the Riverdale Jewish Center in New York City, who is on the 
faculty of the Canadian Center for Advanced Jewish S$cholarshipo 


Rabbi Greenberg warned Christians not to yield too much to the claims of 


—— 


| 
) 


¢ 


the non-religious person or of non-Christian religions, including Judaismo 
He also warned that those participating in moves toward church unity must 
accept the ultimate loneliness which men of faith experience because they 
are related uniquely to God. 


Dre He Ae Hamilton, special consultant to the World Council of Christian 
Education in Geneva, told the religious educators: "The content of ecu- 
menical education is that God is confirming to us in our own time that 
the whole of man's life is His and that He is using all who will work 
together for good to achieve His purpose." 


A plea for the Church to take on vast new responsibilities as part of its 
renewal through "secular ecumenicity" was voiced by the Reve Albert van den 
Heuvel, executive secretary of the WCC Youth Department. 


"One must be blind not to see that the whole Bible drives the rich either to 

side with the poor, to give them justice and charity in that order, or to 

perish under the wrath of God." He was particularly critical of high 

tariffs levied on preducts from the poorer nations and the fact that "loans 

are given which they cannot pay back as long as trade is not organised''s 
EPS, Geneva 


50 MILLION FRANCS CREDIT 
GRANTED TO THE CONGO FREE UNIVERSITY 


(Kinshasa) = The Free University in the Congo, a Protestant institution open 
to all, celebrated its third anniversary on November 2. It was also the 
opening of the 1966-67 academic yeare 


"Give the university the opportunity to work in peace", declared Dr. Athanase 
Nzadi, Minister of National Education,in his speech at the anniversary 
ceremonyo 


He announced that the government had granted 100 scholarships for students 
who wish to study at the University of Kisanganie Also the President of 
the Republic, General Mobutu, is granting the Free University in the Congo 
a oredit of 50 million francs ($205,000) for its fourth yeare EPS, Geneva 
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EUROPEAN YWCAs STUDY PROBLEMS OF WORKING WOMEN 


(Geneva) - What influence does equality of the sexes have on women who work 
outside the home? How does the fact that every woman has the right to seek 
gainful employment affect the role of the man and the woman in the family? 
How can young women prepare for their double task of running a home and exer= 
cising a profession? 


These questions were examined at a seminar held in Berlin November 11-18 on 
the initiative of the European YWCAs and organised by the German YWCA 
(Burckhardthaus)e Theme of the conference was "Problems of Working Women 
in Different Economic Systems". 


Some 50 participants from 14 European countries attendede The discussions, 
introduced by speakers from Sweden, Switzerland and the German Democratic 
Republic, reflected the participants! desire to find ways of demonstrating 
"Christian presence" in today's industrial world. The group called upon the 
World YWCA and National YWCAs to give further consideration to the question 
of women's work in the context of the actual situations in the different 
European economiese ) EPS, Geneva 


FOUR LUTHERAN BODIES 
FORM U.S. COUNCIL 


(Cleveland, Ohio) = Dre\Malvin He Lundeen of New York, secretary of the 
Lutheran Church in America (LCA), has been elected the first president of 
the Lutheran Council in the United States of America. The election took 
place at the opening ‘session of the constituting convention of the new co= 
operative agency here on November 16=176 


The LCA, Missouri Synod, American Lutheran Church, and the Synod of Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Churches are the groups that will cooperate in the agency's 
programmes of theological study and Christian service, beginning in Januaryeo 


The 43 representatives of the four churches unanimously approved the agency's 
constitution which emphasises its aim to "further a Lutheran witness by co~ 
operating in matters of common interest and responsibility". 


The fruit of six) years of negotiations, the council will act on behalf of 
church bodies embracing nearly 8-5 million members, more than 95 per cent 
of the Lutherans; of Americac 


Dre Co. Thomas S/pitz, Jre, a Missouri, Synod clergyman, was elected general 
secretary by a/unanimous votee He is former director of broadcasting for 
the Lutheran Léiymen's Leaguee EPS, Geneva 


DICARWS APPEAI.S FOR MADRAS CYCLONE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) + This WCC Inter-Church Aid Division has appealed for a minimum of 

$50,000 to launch a relief and rehabilitation programme among victims of a 

recent cyclon.e, followed by floods, which brought widespread devastation in 
the State of Madras, South Indiae 


The Division immediately sent $10,000 to CORAGS, the Committee on Relief and 
Gift Supplies of the National Christian Council of Indias 


Bishop Less)lie Newbigin, Madras, reports that at least 50,000 homes have been 
destroyed, according to government estimatese "In several of our pastorates", 
he writes, "practically all the members of our village congregations have lost 
their homes;, and scores of churches and schools are destroyed". 


Bishop Rajiah Manikam of the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church, Madras, confirms 


extensive damage and asks for aid to rebuild damaged churchese EPS, Geneva 
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WCC CO=WORKERS EXPRESS GRATITUDE 
TO DRe VISSER 'T HOOFT 


(Geneva) ~ Staff members of the World Council of Churches honoured their 
retiring General Secretary, Dre We Ae Visser 't Hooft, on November 29 in 

a farewell evening which included worship, speeches, light entertainment 
and a film recalling incidents from the honoree's lifes 


Philippe Maury, director of the WCC Information Department, paid tribute 
to Dre Visser 't Hooft's dynamism, his intellectual: and physical capabi~ 
lities, and tireless devotion to the ecumenical movemento His younger 
colleagues will remember him, however, not as "an ecumenical Hercules but 
as a man on whom they could rely in any difficult situation". 


"Above all he has always been a man whose thinking and work are rooted in 
God*s Worde He has pointed us to the essential - our Lord ~ without whom 
our ecumenical work would be useless", said the information directore 


Dre Visser 't Hooft rejected the appellation "architect of the ecumenical 
movement", which has often been applied to him. Instead he compared hin- 
self to a helmsman of a ship "who does nothing but take advantage of the 
wind". He felt that the term architect made it appear a plan had been 
drawn up by one man and executed according to his directions, whereas work 
in the World Council has always been teamwork and "a response to existential 
situationss. 


"The real architect of the ecumeriical movement is God Himself", said Dre 
Visser 't Hooft. He expressed the hope that the staff would give his 
successor the same support that he had enjoyed through the years. 


Among the many messages received by the honoree was one from Patriarch 
Athenagoras, which said: “Our thoughts are with you on the occasion of your 
departure from'the responsible place of General Secretaryo We express our 
patriarchal appreciation and the thanks of the ecumenical throne for your 
precious services. We wish you many years and further radiant presence in 
the WCC." 


In a tribute to Dr. Visser 't Hooft appearing in The Christian Century 
(November 30), his successor, Dre Eugene Carson Blake, writes: 


",eethat his wisdom and vigour have fostered renewal of the whole Church of 
Jesus Christ for its mission, few would challenge... Exegesis and herme~ 
neutics, history and literature, dogmatics and even aesthetics have con= 
tributed to the depth and breadth of his theological insightoe.e 


"He could not have lasted through all the crises of the years unless there 
were a centre of trust and faith insideso..he had somewhere and alone to find 
the courage to'make the decision, whether popular or note He found that 
courage, and it came from true piety and devotiono" EPS, Geneva 


SYNOD OF WURTTEMBERG APPEALS 
FOR "POLITICAL VIGILANCE" 


(Stuttgart) = The Synod of Wirttemberg at its annual meeting expressed 
anxiety about political developments in Germanye A resolution adopted with 
one member abstaining appealed for vigilance "to ensure that false nationalisn 
does not once again become rife in our country, and that we do not repeat 
the bitter experiences of the past". 

The Synod appealed to church members “not to tire in their efforts for the 
good of the German people, and to participate in political life without 
fearing the difficulties involved". EPS, Geneva 
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ITALIAN CHURCHES AID 
FLOOD DISASTER VICTIMS 


(Florence) = Italy's Protestant community is mobilising its full resources 
to provide disaster relief to this flood-eroded citye 


After a visit here, Pastor Mario Shaffi, president of the Federal Council 
of Protestant Churches in Italy, reported that more than 40 Protestant 
families had lost everything in the floodwaterse Twenty shops owned by 
Protestants were totally destroyede 


Methodist, Baptist, Brethren and Waldensian church buildings were extensively 
damaged. Hardest hit was the Methodist building, where waters stood between 
four and five meters deep. Water rose over two meters in the chapel of the 


Baptist Church. 


The Federal Council set up a special committee to coordinate relief work in 
the citye The sum of 30 million lire ($48,500) is needed to rebuild the 
churches and help the Protestant familiese: : EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I, head of the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, has stated that he hopes to be able to visit Pope Paul VI 
in Rome in order to continue the discussion begun in Jerusalem in 1964 
during the Pope's visit to the Holy Lande 


* * * 


"Sex and Morality", the report presented to the British Council of Churches, 
will be published in America by Fortress Press, publishing agency of the 
Lutheran Church in America's Board of Publication. Release date for the 
80=page paper-bound book is December 19. 


* * * 


Mission boards of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) and the United 
Church of Christ will jointly administer their work in India and Nepal begin= 
ning on March l. Dre Telfer Mook of the UCC will be executive secretary of 
the Disciples' Department of India and Nepal and will continue his duties as 
secretary for Southern Asia for his own communion. Dre Joseph H. Smith — 
will serve as associate secretary for India for the UCC in addition to his 
work as executive secretary for East Asia for the UCMS. They will share 
supervision of the work in India and Nepal and will make an administrative 
visit to the field together early in 1967. 


* * * 


Pastor Guido Comba, one of the oldest friends and colleagues of the DICARWS, 
died in Rome on October 22 at the age of 73 after a brief illnesse He had 
heen since 1957 the Service to Refugees Senior Representative in Italyo 

Prior to that he was Treasurer of the Waldensian Church and served in several 
parishes in his country. His contribution to the ecumenical movement and 

to the cause of people in need was very much appreciated by the churcheso 


* * * 


The Ratu Laione Qorere Vuki, the first Fijian to be admitted into Holy Orders 
in the Anglican Communion, has been ordained a deacon in Suva Cathedral. 

The congregation: comprised Fijians, Tongans, Samoans, Indians, Chinese, 
Melanesian, and Europeans Though the Anglican Church has been im Fags 

for nearly a century, there has been no Fijian admitted into Anglican 

orders before this. EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDAR = 1967 


WSCF, European Student Leadership 
Training Course, Political Commission 


LWF, Associate Editors, "Lutheran World" 


WPA, North American Area Council 


LWF, Community Development Service, 
Governing Committee 


LWF, Meeting of Officers 


WSCF, Colloque Theologique for French 
SCM-WSCF 


WCCE, Staff Meetings 


WSCF, European SCM in Schools, Staff 
Meeting 


WSCF, European SCM, Staff Meeting 
WCCE, Scholarships Committee 


Meeting of the Committee of the 
Churches for Service in Algeria 
(related to the wCC) 


WCC, Department on the Laity, Laity 
Consultation for the Middle East 


WCC, Department on Studies in Mission 
and Evangelism, Consultation of the 
Western European Working Group's Latin 
Speaking members on "The Missionary 
Structure of the Congregation" 


WCC, Department on the Laity/NECC, 
Laymen Abroad Consultation 


WCC, Information Department, Mass Media 


study drafting group 
WCC, Executive Committee 


World YMCA, South and: East Asia Area 
Leaders! Conference 


WCC, DWME, Conference of Study Centre 
Directors 


World YMCA, South American Confederation 


Convention 


WCC, DWME, Conference on "Living 
Faiths" study 


WCC, DWME, Consultation on Dialogue 
with Other Faiths 


Hochst, 
Germany 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark 
Memphis, USA 
Geneva, 
Switzerland 
Geneva, 
Switzerland 
Biévres/Paris, 
France 

Genevay 
Switzerland 
John Knox House, 
Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Bastad, Sweden 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Geneva, 
Switzerland 


Beirut, Lebanon 


Bisiers 
(Grenoble), 
France 


Beirut, Lebanon 
London, England 
Windsor Castle, 


England 


Melbourne, 
Australia 
Kandy, Ceylon 
Lima, Peru 


Kandy, Ceylon 


Kandy, Ceylon 


March 
March 
March 


March 


March 


March 


March 


March 


March 
March 
March 


March 
April 


March 
April 


March 


April 
March 


April 
April 
April 


April 


April 
April 


April 


April . 


April 


1-4 
3~8 
5~9 


6—11 


13-18 


15-19 


~ 2- 


LWF, Commission on Education 


UBS, Africa Regional Conference 


WCC, Department on Studies in Mission 


and Evangelism, Swiss Working Group on 
"The Missionary Structure of the 
Congregation" 


WCCB/WCC, Faith and Order, Youth Depte, 
Consultation on Ecumenical Education 


WCC, Meeting of SASP 


WCC, Faith and Order, Consultation on 
Creation, New Creation and the Unity 
of the Church ‘ 


LWF, Committee on the Church and the 
Jews ; 


WSCF, East Africa Bible Leadership 
Training Course 


WCC, DWME Staff Meeting 
WSCF, Central America SCM Conference 
WSCF, African Student Seminar 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference for 
High School Students (organised jointly 
with International Christian Youth 
Exchange ) 


British Council of Churches, Conference 
on Man and Contemporary Society 


WCC, Faith and Order, Lutherans 
Reformed conversations 


LWF, Commission on Worship and 
Spiritual Life 


WSCF, Middle East Student Seminar 


WCC, Youth Department, Meeting on 
"Unattached Youth" 


WCC, Faith and Order, Consultation on 
the Eucharist 


WCC, DWME Executive Committee 


WCC, Faith and Order, Church Union 
Consultation 


LWF, Commission on Stewardship and 
Evangelism 


World YMCA, Executive Committee 
LWF, Commission on World Service 


not yet known 
Nigeria 


Gwatt, 
Switzerland 


Boldern near 
Zurich, 
Switzerland 


Jerusalem, 
Jordan 


not yet known 


Jerusalemy 
Israel 


Tanzania 


Switzerland 
El Salvador 


John Knox House, 
Geneva 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Keele, 
Staffordshire, 
England 


Bad Schauenburg, 
Switzerland 


Hannover y 
Germany 


John Knox House, 
Geneva 


Annecy, France 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Geneva 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Springfield, 
Ohio, USA 


Geneva 


Oslo, Norway 


April 


April 


April 


April 
April 


April 


April 


April 


April 
April 


April 


April 
May 2° 


May ~ lst week 


12-17 


17-30 


19 


19 


20—29 


21 


22—29 


24-25 


24—28 
25-30 


26-28 


QT ee 


May 1-2 


May -1#2 


May 2=5 


May 3 


May 3-11 


May 8=12 
May 14-18 
May 15-20 


May 22=30 
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WCC, Consultation on CCIA 


Ecumenical Institute, Seminar on 
Orthodox Worship and Theology (for 
non-Orthodox theological students) 


UeS. Conference for the World Council 
of Churches, Interpretation and Support 
Committee ; 


UeSe Conference of the WCC, Executive 
Committee 


LWF, Commission on World Mission and 
preliminary meetings 


UeS. Conference of the WCC, Annual 
Meeting 


WSCF, European-North American SCM Staff 
Consultation 


LWF, Commission on Theology, Admini- 
strative Committee 


WCC, DICARWS Divisional Committee 


WCC, Faith and Order, Meeting on 
Hermeneutics 


LWF, Lutheran Foundation for Intere 


confessional Research, Board of Trustees 


WSCF, Committee on Work among Foreign 
Students 


WACB, Executive Committee 


LWF, LWF Broadcasting Service, Board 
of Directors 


WSCF, Consultation on WSCF Publications 
LWF, Commission on Latin America 


LWF, Commission on World Mission 


WSCF, Executive Committee 


WCC, Week of Staff Meetings 
WSCF, Full Staff Meeting 


Churches! Committee on Migrant Workers 
in Western Europe 


Ecumenical Institute, Study Conference 
for Students of the 1966/67 Session of 


the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies 


WCC, DWME, Christian Literature Fund 
bounties 


The Hague, 
Netherlands 


Bossey near 
Genevao From 
25 in Parise 


‘Buck Hill Falls, 


Paey USA 


Buck Hill Falls, 
Pae, USA 


Baden, Austria 


Buck Hill Falls, 
Pae,y USA 


Prague, 
Czechoslovakia 


Vienna, Austria 


New York, USA 


Heidelberg, 
Germany 


Strasbourg, 
France 


Prague» 
Czechoslovakia 


Baden, Austria 


Baden, Austria 


Prague, 
Czechoslovakia 


Porto Alegre, 
Brazil 


Baden, Austria 


Prague, 
Czechoslovakia 


Geneva 
Austria 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Crét~Bérard, 
Switzerland 


June 7 
June 8=10 


June 8822 


June 10=815 
June 12-17 


June 19=23 


June 21-24 
June 21-25 


June 22=29 
June 26-30 
lst half of July 


July 1-6 
July 4-15 


July 10=15 


JULY i616 
July 17-28 


July 19-25 


July 24-29 


July 27 ~ 
August 1 
July 27 
August 3 
July 27- 
August 16 


“4a 


LWF, Community Development Service, 
Governing Committee 


LWF, Coordinating Committee on Budget 
and Programme 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for 
Ministers and Missionaries. Theme; 
"The Presence of the People of Israel 
among the Nations and the World Mission 
of the Church" 


WCC, Department on the Laity, World 
Consultation on Laymen Abroad 


LWF, Executive Committee 


WCC, Department on Cooperation of Men 
and Women in Church, Family and Society, 
Conference of Executive Secretaries of 
Roman Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox 
national women's organisations sponsored 
jointly with the Conference of Inter 
national Roman Catholic Organisations 


World YMCA, Caribbean Area Conference 


Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag 
LWF, Commission on Theology 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference on 
Reconciliation and’ International Justice 


WSCF, Equatorial Africa, Bible Leader= 
ship Training Course - 


WCC, Meeting of SASP 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Laymene 
Theme: "But who do you say that I am?" 


WCC, Drafting Group, Fourth Assembly, 
Section V "The Worship of God in a 
Secular Age" 


WCC/WCCE Joint Youth Committee 


WCCE, Fourth World Institute on Christian 


Education 
WCC, Drafting Group, Fourth Assembly, 


. Section VI "Towards a Christian Style 


of Living" 


WCC, Division of Studies, World 
Consultation on Theological Education 


WPA, Executive Committee 
World YMCA, European Area Conference 


Ecumenical Institute/WSCF, Course for 
theological students. Theme: "Theology 
and our Life in Christ" 


Waterloo, 
Canada 


Waterloo, 
Canada 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Loccun, 
Germany 


Waterloo, 


. Canada 


Paris, 
France 


Aruba, NeAo 


Hannover, 
Germany 


St. Peter, Minn., 
USA 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Cameroun 


Geneva 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


‘Cret-Bérard, 
Switzerland 


Nairobi, Kenya 


Nairobi, Kenya 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


England 


Toronto, 
Canada 


Southampton, 
England 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


July 29 = 


August 


9 


July 30 = 


August 


1 


July 31 + 


August 


3 


July 31 « 


August 


2nd half of July 


August 


August 


August 


August 


August 


August 
August 


August 
August 


August 


August 


August 


August 


August 
August 


August 
August 


August 


August 


3 


1-6 
2=5 
3=6 


4~6 


4-6 


4~9 
6-8 


T~9 
hee 


19 

10-12 
10-12 
12-17 


13-14 
14=16 


1527 
17-19 


17~19 


19=26 
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WCC, Faith and Order Commission meeting 


WCCE, Quadrennial Assembly 


LWF, Commission on World Service, 
Consultative Committee on Social Affairs 


WCC, DWME, Theological Education Fund 
Committee ie 


WSCF, Political Commission, 
Asian Consultation 


ICYE/WSCF/WCC, Ecumenical Youth 
Conference 


WCCE, Board of Managers and related 
committees 


WCC, Department on Studies in Mission 
and Evangelism, Working Committee 


WCC, Department on Cooperation of Men 
and Women in Church, Family and Society, 
Working Committee 


WCC, Department on the Laity, Working 
Committee 


WCC, DWME, Divisional Committee 


WCC, Division of Studies, Divisional 
Committee 


WCC, DICARWS, Divisional Committee 


WCC, Division of Ecumenical Action, 
Divisional Committee 


WCC, Information Department, Working 
Committee 


World YWCA, Mutual Service Committee 


WCC, Meeting of groups working on 
agenda of the 4th Assembly 


WSCF, Korea-Japan Seminar 


WCC, Executive Committee 
World YWCA, Executive Committee 


WCC, Central Committee 


World YWCA, Consultation on "Financing 
YWCAs" 


World YWCA, Consultation on "YWCA Work 
with Students" 


WSCF, Asian Student Seminar 


Bristol, 
England 


Nairobi 9 
Kenya 


Geneva 


Brighton, 
England 


Hong Kong 


Duisburg, 
Geneva 


Nairobi 9 
Kenya 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Geneva 
Geneva 


Melbourne, 
Australia 


Geneva 


John Knox House, 
Geneva 


Crete 
Melbourne, 
Australia 
Crete 


Melbourne, 
‘Australia 


Melbourne, 
Australia 


John Knox House, 
Geneva 


August 20-31 


August 22=26 


August 3le 
September 9 
September 18 
September 2=4 
September 2-6 
September 3-7 
September 4-6 
September 4~9 
September 6-7 
September 7-12 
September 11-15 
September 11-17 
September 1920 


September 21 


October 1] » 


February 15,1968 


October 27 


October 6-7 
October 79 
October Jel4 
October 11-18 


October 15-20 


= 6 = 


World YWCA, Council Meeting 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation on 
Practical Theology in Ecumenical 
Perspective 


WCC, DWME, Advisory Group on Urban and 
Industrial Mission 


WCC, DWME, Health and Salvation 
Consultation 


World YWCA, Executive Committee 


Conference of the Association of 
Directors of Evangelical Ane emcee and 
Lay Training Centres 


WPA, European Youth Conference 


WPA, European Theological Commission 
WSCF/CEC, European Study Consultation 
WPA, European Theological Consultation 
WPA, European Area Council 


WCC, DWME, Committee on the Church and 
Jewish People 


UBS, Executive Committee, Europe 
Regional Conference 


LWF, Broadcasting Service, Executive 
Committee Board of Directors 


LWF, Commission on World Mission, 
Executive Committee 


Ecumenical Institute, 16th Session of 


Melbourne, 
Australia 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


USA 


Bossey near 
Geneva 


Melbourne, 
Australia 


Gwatt, 
Switzerland 


Agape, Italy 


Torre Pellice, 
Italy 


Basel, 
Switzerland 


Torre Pellice, 
Italy 


Torre Pellice, 
Italy 
Switzerland 
Switzerland 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Bossey near 


the Graduate School of Ecumenical StudieseGeneva 


Theme: 
Church" 
LWF, Institute for Interconfessional 


Research, Theological Professors? 
Colloguiun 


WCC, Youth Department, Meeting of 
National Correspondents in Europe 


WCC, Youth Department, Meeting of Work 
Camp Correspondents in Europe 


WCC, Youth Department, Annual European 
Autumn Consultation 


Third World Congress of the Lay 
Apostolate (Roman Catholic) 


WCC, SASP meeting 


"Renewal in the World and in the 


Strasbourg, 
France 


not yet known 
not yet known 
not yet known 
Rome, ltaly 


Geneva 


October 22=27 


October 23-26 


November 


November 


November 


November 
December 


November 
December 
December 


December 


December 


a a 


Churches® Committee on Migrant Workers ~~ Netherlands 
in Western Europe 


NCC (U.S.)/U.S. Conference for the WCC, Detroit, Mich., 


Conference on Church and Society USA 

7=10 WCC, DICARWS Divisional Committee Geneva 

8=15 UBS, Asia-South Pacific Regional Thailand 
Conference 

13-17 WCC, Week of Staff Meetings Geneva 

27 - World YMCA, Presidents! Committee Montevideo, 

1 Uruguay 

or WCC, DICARWS, European Consultation - not yet known 

12 UeSe Conference for the WCC, Executive New York 
Committee 

12 Friends of the World Council of Churches, New York 
Annual Luncheon 

27 = WCC, Youth Department, European Seminar not yet known 


January 3, 1968 


CCIA 


yaa 
DICARWS 
DWME 
Z0vE 
LWF 

NCC 
SASP 
SCM 
UBS 
WACB 
wee 
WCCE 
WPA 
WSCF 
YMCA 
YWCA 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the 
World Council of Churches 


Conference of European Churches 

Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism 

International Christian Youth Exchange 

Lutheran World Federation 

National Council of Churches 

Specialised Assistance for Social Projects (Committee for) 
Student Christian Movement 

United Bible Societies 

World Association for Christian Broadcasting 

World Council of Churches 

World Council of Christian Education 

World Presbyterian Alliance 

World Student Christian Federation 

(World Alliance of the) Young Men's Christian Associations 


(World) Young Women's Christian Association 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 

1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 33 34 00 

CABLES “OIKOUMENE” 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U. S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


Published Weekly 


No. 38/33ra 8th December, 1966 


Contents 
Christians will join in prayers. for unlLty oe oats ie ie we psa 


Intercommunion with uniting churches approved for Ghana's 
RUS EL ORN Siete so et tel ee et ete tree OU Sth oreuvEt lal temas Velcoloa,: Wai se emee 


Malawi church seeks intércommunion t00'o cvs 6 6 6 es & 6 oe 
Clergy issue joint letter on behalf of Argentine dock workers. 3 


Catholic Church held eligible for role in U.S. National 
POUNCIL cer ce cat et el ca Lee otal cate Mim eth gl Sens ete Scelune ey ve piel welt 17 ita Minas yateen 


wouncil elects Flemming sees. ao wits eb 6 ee. w ete (el 6) a ee 


Protection for citizen Chinese proposed by Indonesian church 


body ° e ° ° ° ° ° e ° e e e ° ° ° e ey e e « ° ° © ° e e . ° 4 
Australian Anglicans seek admission to union negotiations . .e 5 


Spanish newspaper labels sectarian propaganda detrimental 

to unity © 6 oe © 6 eo oe ow ee ee eee ee ww ww 0 5~6 
Addition to Soviet Code punishes critics ofthe State  «.. « «6 
Former, .0sWeS. executive: Glee sis 2 essen we eetdelie, ivi ver oe lvab ole ems 
Cyprus clérgy engage in monthly ecumenical discussions e« . .«s 7 


U.S.Ao Presbyterian Council makes recommendations on Latin 
America ° se e e e es ° ° e e ° 2 e « « e e oc 2 oe e ° ° 2 2 s yi 


Pastors in East Germany protest "pressure on conscience" . . . 8 


British Council's visitation programme forwards unity at 
localilevel. ste) jo) a) wien sie. is We. %e lee) ote es 0 6a. le viernes 


8 
‘Swiss churches respond to Church and Society findings ..«.e. 9 
Dutch discuss: Church and Society: « ») «: 6's 6 s. 6  « 6.8) 0 4 9 


Special Interview: WCC staff member reports on visit to 
Cubari churches Vet ¥e- seseketatal wahoo ne sce alee le ect ienls foe tassel, Sain or teens Clann 


fr Bri fe, ove) lel mer me loa eter Wine kitolt ol 4d hue neito meine WiOiT pane. iw Hee katie cea eee 


Special Article: "Good Intentions Aren't Enough: Bringing - 
Expertise to Christian Service", by James MacCracken . » 013-16 


NOTE. The next issue of EPS will be published on 22nd December, 1966 


; ! ; f 
i ekly under auspices : World Council of Churches + World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Tomen’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation « World Council of Christian Education + United \Bible Societies’ 


aim of Ecumenical Press Setvice is to keep its readers informed of trends.of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
ments. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any. form with acknowledgment. 


38 ~ 8th December 1966 2 


CHRISTIANS WILL JOIN 

IN PRAYERS FOR UNITY 

(Geneva) Hope is the keynote for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
for 1967. Despite continuing divisions, Protestant, Roman Catholic and 
Orthodox Christians throughout the world will join in prayer during the 
week of January 18-25 (Christians in the Southern Hemisphere and Germany 
observe the week at the season of Pentecost). 


In many communities these different groups will unite in common interw 
cession for the manifestation of unity which God wills, in the way in 
which He wills ite 


The theme of the 1967 observance will be "Called to One Hope" (5 Ephesians 
A434)o As a guide to study and prayer, a leaflet has been issued which 
carries suggested orders of service, readings, meditations, prayerse 


The observance is sponsored by the World Council of Churches! Commission on 
Faith and Order and the Roman Catholic Unity Centre, Lyon, France. The 
leaflet was prepared by the WCC and Father Pierre Michalon, a member of 

the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity. 


An introduction to the leaflet points out that prayer for unity is not just 
a form of wishful thinking. It is following in the steps of Christ Him- 
self who began this prayero 


Even though the order of service and the prayers given may be unfamiliar 
to users, “we should be thankful for the prayers offered by the various 
traditions of Christendom". 


The leaflet notes that "for Christians, listening,. praying and working 
cannot be separated from one another. Prayer stands at the centre, but 
it presupposes listening together and is intended to lead to working 
together." 


Copies of the leaflet are available in quantities of 100 as follows: 
- British Council of Churches, 10 Eaton Gate, S.W.1, England. 15/- 


- Department of Publication Services, National Council of Churches, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027, USAe $2.50; or $2.00 per 
hundred in quantities of 1,000 or more. 


~- World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, 
Switzerland, SweFre 9400 
» EPS, Geneva 


INTERCOMMUNION WITH UNITING CHURCHES 
APPROVED FOR GHANA'S ANGLICANS 


(Accra) + Spurred on by church union negotiations in Ghana, the Anglican 
Diocese of Accra has agreed that its priests and laymen may receive 
communion from a minister of another church with which it has agreed to 
seek organic union, or "at gatherings specifically arranged for the pro- 
motion of church union".— . 


News of this "break-through" in inter-communion was received by the Ghana 
Church Union Committee when it met in mid-October. It came in the form 
of a communication from the Bishop of Accra, the Rte Rev. Richard 
Roseveare, which contained a resolution Le atc by the Diocesan Synod on 
August Sle 

(more) 
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Participating in the union negotiations are the Methodist Church, 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church of Ghana and the 
Diocese of Accra (Church of the Province of West Africa)e 


They were recently joined by the African Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Ghana and the Mennonite Church of Ghana. 


The Anglican Synod's resolution read: 


"In the matter of reception of Holy Communion by Anglicans at communion 
services celebrated by ministers not in Episcopal orders, a diocesan 

bishop may receive communion himself, or permit priests and laymen of this 
diocese to receive communion, from an auchorised minister of a church with 
which the church of this province is not in a relation of inter-communion 
provided that (a) an agreement of sincere intention to seek organic unity 
together has been publicly entered upon by that church and the church of 
this province...or (b) at gatherings which have been specifically arranged 
for the promotion of church union, or for a special project of close co- 
Operation, !! 


The resolution also ‘provides for members of non-Episcopal churches %o 
receive communion in an Anglican church under similar circumstanceso 


The Ghana Church Union Committee heard a report that all negotiating 
churches have given general approval to three documents sent out last 
year. . These include the Proposed Basis of Union (Revised Edition, 1965), 
interim proposals for the service of inauguration of the union and uni- 
fication of the ministry, and proposed organisation of the United Church. 


Another important development was contained in the section on worship, 
Chapter XI. Here it was stated that although a number of members ha 
originally felt the emphasis should be on the right to maintain existing 
forms of worship, they now felt the emphasis should be on "the develop- 
ment of common patterns of worship". It was agreed that this accurately 
summed up an important change that had taken place in the mind of the 


committee. 
"This shows there has been a change in the whole approach to the subject 


of worship", reports Le Ae Gready, committee secretarye "This may be 
Significant for church union negotiations generally." 
* x x 


MALAWI CHURCH SEEKS INTERCOMMUNION TOO 


(Malosa) ~ The Diocese of Malawi is.seeking similar arrangements for inter~ 
communion among the four church.bodies negotiating union in this countrye 


tha 


It had received the same resolution on inter-communion that prompted the 
action by the Diocese of Accrae The Anglican churches in both countries 
are parts of the Church of. the Province of West Africa, which passed the 
original resolution at its synod meeting last July. EPS, Geneva 


CLERGY ISSUE. JOINT LETTER ON BEHALF 
OF ARGENTINE.DOCK WORKERS 
(Buenos Aires) = Forty-seven Catholic priests, the Bishop of Avellaneda 


and six Protestant pastors issued a statement in support of dock workers 
in this city.who have been on strike for several weeks against the govern- 


ment's Department of Transporte 
In a joint letter to the press, the clergymen admitted it was essential to 


reorganise the port, whose charges are .abnormally highe But they insisted 
the problem ‘would be aggravated by taking unilateral measures curtailing the 


social benefits of the dockers. 


The strong stand by the ministers, first of its kind in the history of 
Argentina social struggles, came as a surprise to the Government. EPS, Geneva 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH HELD ELIGIBLE 
FOR ROLE IN U.S. NATIONAL COUNCIL 


(Miami Beach, Florida) - The General Board of the National Council of 
Churches at its meeting here December 4 took action recognising the 
Roman Catholic Church as "being in agreement with. the preamble of the 
National Council's constitution" and therefore eligible to participate 
in aspects of the council's programmes © | 


The Catholic communion was added to the list of those entitled to have 
sepresentatives on policy-making boards and committees and to provide 
full-time staff members. It would alse te entitled to send non-voting 
fraternal delegates to the trieznial general assembly,- the highest policy 
body. 


The resolution was adopted by a unanimous vote minus one of the 120- 
member General Boardo ; 


Full Roman Catholic membership in the NCC has not been seriously dis 
cussed by officials of either group, council officials stated. 


The General Board also passed a resolution asking cancellation of the 
draft (selective service) and its replacement by an incentive programme 

to produce an all-volunteer defence forces The present system was said 
to perpetrate "flagrant injustices". The board recognised,. however, 

that it might, under certain conditions, be necessary to draft some men for 
a limited period of time. 


* * * 


COUNCIL ELECTS FLEMMING 


(Miami Beach) - The 750-member General Assembly of the NCC elected as its 
president for the next triennium Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, a Methodist lay- 
man who heads the University of Oregon. Dr. Flemming, 61, was U.S. 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare in President Eisenhower's 
cabinet. He has been first viceepresident of the NCC and head of its 
Advisory Committee on Peace. EPS, Geneva 


PROTECTION FOR CITIZEN CHINESE 
PROPOSED BY INDONESIAN CHURCH BODY 


(Djakarta) -~ A suggestion that the Government of Indonesia institute 
regulations which clearly distinguish between alien Chinese and the Indo= 
nesian citizens of Chinese ancestry was made by the Enlarged Executive 
Committee of the Indonesian Council of Churches at its last meetingo 


A message drafted by the committee said: "Towards persons wha are alien 
Chinese living in Indonesia, the Government should exercise a policy based 
on humanitarian considerations..ogiving them legal’ guarantees, and which 
will be aimed at the immediate cessation of their economic domination over 
USo Let the Government from this moment on undertake preparations to 
deal with the activities which they have engaged in up to the present." 


While rejecting every attitude which is based on "yacialism", the executive 
committee viewed the "social-economic problem" in the framework of nation= 
building and the efforts to build "a just and prosperous society's. 


Expressing gratitude for the ending of the confrontation with Malaysia, the 
coumittee proposed to exchange visits with the churches in Singapore and 
Malaysia in the near futures 


4 cease-fire in Vietnam was called for, together with negotiations based on 
two principles: settlement of the Vietnam problem by the Vietnamese them- 
selves, and withdrawal of "all foreign forces". EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN ANGLICANS SEEK ADMISSION 
TO UNION NEGOTIATIONS 


(Brisbane ) = The new Anglican Primate of Australia, Archbishop Philip 
Strong of Brisbane, has formally asked the Presbyterian, Methodist and 
Congregational churches of Australia to admit the Anglican Church to 
union negotiations already in progresse 


If consummated, the resulting united church would have more than six 
million members in a2 country of 11 million people. 


These negotiations, current for more than 10 years, are advancing to the 
stage where amendments to the proposed basis of union are being collated. 
A revised document, more in accord with the mind of the churches at cone 
gregational level, will be re-submitted for final approval. This process 
may take some yearso 


Archbishop Strong set out the decision of the September General Synod of 
the Anglican Church which authorised full participation in the talks as an 
equal partner prepared to join in a United Church. He later told repor= 
ters that Australia was the only country where his church had not been ine 
volved in church union negotiations. 


Observers think the Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregational churches may 
press on with a three-way merger, allowing the Anglicans to merge later, 
rather than imperil the present negotiations. For the present, the 
Anglicans are likely to sit in on the negotiations as non-voting partnerse 


The basis of<union for the three bodies proposes that the ministry in the 
United Church include bishops to bring it into continuity with the historic 
episcopate. Both to obtain this continuity and to give evidence of their 
involvement with the Church in all Asia, the Australians are discussing a 


concordat with the Church of South India. f completed, the first bishops 
of the United Church would be consecrated) by bishops from the CSI. This 
would, of course, facilitate union with the Anglicans. EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH NEWSPAPER LABELS SECTARIAN PROPAGANDA 
DETRIMENTAL TO UNITY 


(Madrid) ~ The newspaper ABC, one of the most important dailies in Spain, 
recently reproduced and commented on an article describing the increasing 
amount of propaganda being distributed by extremist religious groups in 
this countrye 


The article that ABC reproduced was by Ginés Rosa and had appeared in 
Signo. In it Rosa said: "Apart from the classic discrepancies, I have 
nothing against the Protestant communities. But these proselytising 
tactics are a different story; they are invading our country with an 
amazing output of books, pamphlets and gramaphone recordse Yes, this is 
another story when a whole deluge of pamphlets persist in denying the 
sacrament of:confession, the primacy of Peter and the virginity of Mary. 


",ocall this propaganda boom based on attacking people in their own homes 
is an obstacle to the work of comprehension between Catholics and Protes-= 
tants.!"! 


The newspaper ABC, while acknowledging that it shared the misgivings ex- 
pressed by Rosa, went on to add "some details to avoid misunderstanding". 


It saids 


#1). In nearly every case such propaganda comes from very small minority 
groups — groups which the World Council of Churches itself regards with 
misgivings because their methods and doctrines are as different from the 


great Reformation Churches as they are from the Catholic Church. ( 
" ; more 
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"2) We do not criticise either the rights of these groups to religious 
liberty for their members or the right (recognised by the Vatican Council) 
to carry on propaganda which has ‘no flavour of coercion or dishonest 
persuasion, especially when uneducated or needy persons are concerned’. 
What we consider dangerous is that propaganda which is sometimes camou~ 
flaged as Catholic, or which delights in stressing the points that divide 
Christians, or that insults and heaps calumny on Catholic dogmase It is 
this type of propaganda that must be considered anweoinfringement of the 
rights of otherso 


"3) We think it is important to underline the danger of these extremes, 
not only because they help spread confusion among Catholics but because 
they caricature the efforts being made to deepen the Christian faith, 

which we welcome among many of the Protestant movements. This type of 
anti-Catholicism may be just as detrimental to the real ecumenical move= 
ment as the extreme anti-Protestantism that exists in certain Catholic 
movementseeeall forms of sectarianism are bound ultimately to impair the 
movement towards unity in the churches and the just liberty which the 

draft statute (see EPS No. 37) will grant (and rightly so) to our separated 
brethren." — EPS, Geneva 


ADDITION TO SOVIET CODE 
PUNISHES CRITICS OF THE STATE — 


(Geneva) = Acnew clause has been added to the Soviet Criminal Code pro- 
viding prison terms for those who systematically spread "false inventions 
defaming thehSoviet State and social system". 


Under Clause<190 C laky which was added to Decree 1.038 by action of the 
Presidium ofthe Supreme Council of the U.S.S.Ro, "a systematic, deliberate 
spreading orally of false inventions defaming the Soviet State and social 
system and also the preparation and distribution of such writings in print 
or in any other form is punishable by confinement in prison for three 
years, or byscorrectional labour up to one year, or by fines up to 100 
roubles". 


A second part of the same clause provides similar penalties for the organti= 
zation of or participation in "group activities flagrantly disturbing the 
peace, or activities connected with obvious disobedience of the legal 
demands of the representatives of the State authoritiesec.!! 


Some Western observers have sought to link the new clause to religious 
activities of dissident Baptists or the two Moscow priests who wrote an 
open letter to Patriarch Alexei. 


However, since the new law makes no mention of church or religious acti- 
vities but refers only to "defaming the Soviet State and social system", 
most observers believe the new clause was inserted to deal with recent 
criticisms by Soviet intellectuals. EPS, Geneva 


FORMER C.oW.eS. EXECUTIVE DIES 


(Geneva) + Officials of the WCC'gs Division of Inter-Church Aid expressed 
shock and deep regret on learning of the death of Hugh D. Farley, former 
executive director of Church World Service, overseas relief arm of the 
National Council of Churches in the USA. Mr. Farley, aged 52, died 
suddenly in Florida where he had been director of a philanthropic organi-~ 
zationo He served CWS from 1961 until 1965. Earlier in his career he 
occupied foreign affairs posts for the U.S. Government. EPS, Geneva 


I 
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CYPRUS CLERGY ENGAGE IN MONTHLY 
ECUMENICAL DISCUSSIONS 


(Cyprus) - Representatives if six Christian churches on thé island of 
Cyprus are meeting regularly for unofficial dialogue in order to proniote 
better understanding between the various Christian groupso 


Churches represented include the Greek Orthodox, Armenian,;-Maronite, 
Anglican, Roman Catholic and Inutheran. 


At the most’ recent meeting, held in the Maronites' church, Archimandrites 
Kallinikos and Sariyannis of the Orthodox Church presented a series of 
papers on "The Church of Christ". These contained reports on the recent 
Pan-Orthodox Theological Conference in Belgrade and the 1,400th anni- 
versary festival at the monastery of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai. 


Future meetings are scheduled as follows: curing the Week of Prayer in 

January, United Church at Nicosia; February in the Armenian Prelature 

in Nicosia;; April in the Holy Cross Monastery; June in Maheras Monastery. 
EPS, Geneva 


é 


UcSeoAe PRESBYTERIAN. COUNCIL MAKES 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON LATIN AMERICA ; 


(Stony Point, N.Y.)?- The need for American decision-makers in government, 
business, education- and religion to take a more realistic view of Latin 
American revolution. was stressed by the Council on Inter-American Affairs 
of the United Presbyterian Church UeGeke j 


Issues discussed at. the Council's two-day meeting included U.S. Government 
and business policies detrimental to economic and social reform in Latin 
America, resulting distrust of Americans, the ever-widening gap between 
rich and poor nations, and the role of the church in serving as a reconci- 
ling agent between North and Latin Americac 


"The Council", said. its convenor, Dre John Coventry Smith, "is sensitive 
to and is seeking to understand revolutionary movements in Latin America 
and the place of the U.S. as a continuing obstacle to political and eco- 
nomic self-determinationo It is sympathetic with the goals that many 
revolutionary movements are seeking to achieve." 


Prof. Orlando Fals Borda of National University, Bogata, Colombia, con- 
tended thatiU.S. government and business policies set up obstacles to 
needed revolution and change in Latin American countries, and are sup= 
portive of the elite who want to maintain the status quo by crushing demon- 
strations of the dissatisfied massese 


The Councilcrecommended~ that: 


-~ A study committee be named to point the way for church participation in 
inter~American affairs, giving attention to the establishment of a theo- 
logical basis for participating with Christians and others outside of 
official ecclesiastical relationships, and to the recourse to violence an 
counter-violence in order to preserve or oppose the status quo; 


~ Special study materials and articles in church publications to inform 

the United Presbyterian constituency of "the realities of the Latin American 
situation today"; 

~ The Commigsion on Ecumenical Mission and Relations should consider tad 


an exchange programme that would enable North Americans to be placed in ex 
perimental ministries in Latin America and vice versace 


These recommendations will be forwarded to United Presbyterian boards and 
agencies and judicatories, including the General Assem LY EPS, Geneva 
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PASTORS IN HASL GERMANY 

PROTEST "PRESSURE ON CONSCIENCE" 

(Berlin) - A statement read from Protestant pulpits in Niesky, Hast 
Germany, states: 'We have recently encountered resistance in this 
ceSseo Pressure is exercised on Christian parents and children to 
participate in the 'Youth Dedication’ in a way that is contrary to the 
freedom of conscience guaranteed in the Constitution... In cases where 
Christian children refuse to repeat atheist creeds, the authorities have 
refused to admit them to secondary schools. 


Lio- 


"In giving Christian instruction we encounter serious obstacles. Ser- 
vices and parish activities are prohibited in public buildings; this 
menaces church life in all villages where the churches have no. premises 
of their owne Furthermore, the civic authorities claim the right to 
decide which activities organised by the Christian congregation on 
church premises are for the glory of God." EPS, Geneva 


RUMANIAN RABBI VISITS U.S. JEWS 


(New York) = The Chief Rabbi of Rumania, Moses Rosen, is touring the 
United States at the invitation of the Association of Orthodox Rabbis, 
the American Jewish Congress and Bnai Brithe 


He has proposed that a meeting be held in, Bucharest early in 1967 for 
rabbis of the USA, Western Burope, Eastern. Europe and Israele .It would 
mark restoration of international links between Jewish groups. in different 
parts of the world. 


Rabbi Rosen said the Jewish community in Rumania had about 100,000 members 
in 72 communities, which enjoy full freedom and receive material support 
from the State. EPS,. Geneva 


BRITISH COUNCIL'S VISITATION PROGRAMME 
FORWARDS UNITY AT LOCAL LEVEL 


(London) = Members of the British Council. of Churches, at their meeting at 
Lambeth Palace recently, heard about preparations for."The People Next 
Door" programme to start early next yeare 


This programme, sponsored by the BCC and the Conference of British 
Missionary Societies, is designed to open up.conversations on two fronts: 
between Christians. of different churches in one locality, and between 
Christians and those outside the Church. 


Referring to the campaign, Bishop Kenneth Sansbury, the council's general 
secretary, said it seeks to call forth lay initiative. It will, make» use 
of group actione 


To forward church unity at the local level the programme will involve 
members of different churches in .a process of getting to know each other. 
It will also send teams from different churches out together in an 
"exercise of discovery" - to find out the interests and ideas of those 
who have little or nothing to do with the churches. EPS, Geneva 
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SWISS CHURCHES RESPOND 
TO CHURCH AND SOCIETY FINDINGS 


(Berne) - The Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland, at a 
special meeting on November 24, considered how it might follow up the 


. 45 


Geneva Conference, on Church and Society, especially Pastor André Biéier! 
aetna for Ser underdeveloped countrieso 


to the conference); and Dri We Ac oe! Sees t+ Hooft, revi isin genera 
secretary of the WCC. They focused especially on the responsibili 
of local congregations. 


The Church and Society conference showed, said Professor Rich, the urgent 
need for permanent conversations between theologians and non-theologianse 
Madiriducl salvation is not enough. The "brotherhood in the Lord" about 
which the Apostle Paul speaks must manifest itself in the social field. 


"Today you cannot be a ‘brother in the flesh! without thinking about social 
structures", Professor Rich stated. "This calls for an eth i Bad 
action. To this end the Church must go on the offensive." 


PS 


Professor Rieben stated that the Swiss Protestant churc 
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inspire the work of the conference, which went even further an some of 
the initial’ proposals. Cooperation among the churches and with all lay 
organisations concerned is essential to overcome indifference and ignorance, 


he held. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft called on the Church to define a theology and 
ality of development and to instill in people a spirit that d 
discouraged by the hazards and difficulties of our time. 


For this purpose the Federation plans to alge cob eal 
and to entrust it with the task of research, informa 


DUTCH DISCUSS CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


(Driebergen) - The lay academy "Kerk en Wereld" (Church 


debated findings of the Geneva Church and Society Conference Ger 71 
theme "From Geneva '66 to Uppsala '68", About 180 partici s Cinelw 
lay experts and some theologians drafted the following recommendations: 


- the government must be urged to consider whether the Nev 
renew its membership in NATO in 1969. If membershiz 
attention must be given to an active peace policy. 
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~ the government should be asked whether small countries can leave the 
Atlantic Alliance in order to function as a bridges 
- a national peace institute should be founded for study, re 


education, and. the churches must be asked to start educati 
in all the congregationse 
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~ the attitude of mind that considers poverty as a fate mu: 
For the sake of future generations, important investment 


The Ecumenical Council of Churches in the Netherlands was a ae to oad 
up a report emphasising that the problem of the rich and po 
be given highest priority in any government programme promu 


the coming electionss ERS, cheitee: 
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Special Interview 


wCC STAFF MEMBER REPORTS 
ON VISIT TO CUBAN CHURCHES 


(Geneva) = Mr. C. Ie Itty, associate secretary of the World Council of 
Churches! Department on Laity, spent two weeks visiting and lecturing in 
Cuba in November. On his return here he offered the following obser= 
vations on the state of the Church in Cuba: 


Protestant Christianity has approximately 30,000 adherents in today's 
Cuba, and this number is decrecsing as a result of the migration of Cubans 
to the United States. One-fouzth of the membership of one denomination, 
for example, has left the country since the revolution. Some observers 
feel, however, that the decreased number of Protestant and Catholic 
communicants has had a purifying effect on the remaining membership and on 
the quality of church participation. 


The churches have freedom of worship; but interdenominational meetings, 
national conferences and youth gatherings can be held only with government 
permission, which may or may not be grantedo Printing presses, hospitals, 
schools and other social welfare agencies have been taken over by the 
governmente 


There is a shortage of pastors throughout the countrye This has been 
attributed both to the emigration of ministers to the U.S. and to a 
government policy that conscripts students and younger men for service in 
"pyara=military" work campse Some seminaries report student bodies of 
fewer than ten persons. One result has been increased concentration on 
training the laity and bringing more women into Christian education worke 
There are recent signs that the conscription of ministerial talent may be 
relaxedo 


Access to the government by church leaders has been facilitated, and there 
have been specific examples of a willingness by the country's rulers to 
relax certain policies which may prove detrimental to the Christian 
community. In one instance, the Castro government provided labour for the 
construction of a new rural church building. 


Bach week about 500 Cubans leave the island, many of them church memberSe 
Those who go must turn over all their property to the government and pay 

for their transportation with outside funds. In the view of some observers, 
the possibility of leaving makes it difficult for many persons to commit 
themselves fully to life under the new régime. 


Other problems of adjustment stem from the new situation of virtual iso= 
lation of Cuba by the United States; economic difficulties created in 

part by the breakdown of trade between Cuba and her nearést neighbour; and 
the omni-préesence of American influente through radio and television. 


One of the alternatives open to the churches (many of which have historic 
ties with American denominations) is the possibility of becoming more 
internationally related. This is already occurring through the World 
Council of Churchese 


Some church leaders also feel that the previous society in Cuba should no 
longer be taken as the norm by Christians. According to this view, all 
societies are both normal and abnormal, differing in degree but not in kind, 
and, offering in every case the possibility of relevant Christian witnesse 
These options are being discussed as Christians reflect on how to bring up 


(more) 
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children without specifically Christian schools and how to carry out 
Christian misaion without the old. social welfare agencies. One sug#sstion 
is that more emphasis be} placed on pastoral, person-to-person ministries. 


Cuban Christians feel, despite problems of adjustment, that more social 
justice exists under the present régime than previously. Housing is 
available to all for a flat ten per cent of family income. There is 
free education for all. Medical service and roads have improved. Out~ 
ward evidences of corruption and vice in Havana, once ea mecca for wealthy 
tourists, have vanished. | Although the press is government-controlled, 
individuals seem to enjoy.a considerable degree of free speech. ri 


Mr. Itty noted four "exciting developments" on his visit to Cuban church 
leaders and grouvs: 


1) "The work and leadership of the Cuban Council of Churches." 
2) "The establishment of a study centre in Havana." 


3) "The important role of Christian youth and student movements 
in the present situation.” 


4) "A new emphasis on the role of the laity." 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Archbishops and bishops of the Anglican Church of Ireland issued a pastoral 
letter in Dublin strongly criticising the Catholic Church's revised rules 
for mixed marriages. The pastoral letter, while admitting that some 
changes had been made, insisted that these were only superficial. 


3 * * 


Among those named to the new West German Cabinet, of Chancellor Kurt 
Kiesinger is Dr. Gustav Heinemann, former president of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (BKID).s He becomes Minister of Justices 
Heinrich Albertz, a former Protestant pastor, is‘ expected to become Mayor 
of Berlin succeeding Willy Brandt, who is the new West German Vice 


Chancellor. 
* % % 


Father Karl Rahner, S.J., professor of Christian philosophy at the Univer- 
5 


sity of Munich who served as a theclogical expert at Vatican II, will take 
the chair of dogmatic theology at the University of Muenster in April 1967. 
He replaces Father Joseph Ratzinger, who has joined the theological faculty 


of Tuebingen University. 

* x * 
French has become a regular programme language on the short-wave station 
"Radio Voice of the Gospel" in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, which Lutherans 
operate with support from other churches. Previously English was’+the only 
European tongue among the 16—programme languages, the rest being African or 
Asian dialects. The French programmes will be taped in studios located. in 
several West African countries. 


* x x% 
‘Bishop Rajah Be Manikam, internationally knowmveteran Indian churchman, 
will eassume the new post of promotional director of the Secretariat of the 


Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India in January upon con- 
secrating his successor as head of the Tamil Lutheran Churcho 


mS OOS 
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A cheque for £3,000 for the needs of the Armenian community of Nicosia has 
been presented to the Rev. Yervant Apelian, General Vicar of the Armenian 
Church, by Archbishop Makarios, head of the Church of Cypruse In a 
ceremony at the Armenian Monastery of St. Makarios, the Archbishop ex= 
pressed his church's concern for the Armenian community, which lost its 
place of worship because the church was in the Turkish sector of Cypnruse 


* * % 


In preparation for the first consultation on vacological educati 
North ‘East Asia, a survey has been made of theological education in 

According to the Japan Theological Education Association, 1%! 
Protestant theological schools but only six of these have g 
leading to the degree of Master of Theology (or B.D.) and TheD 
seven schools have fewer than 10 students enrolledo some sch 
marily Bible institutes, have only a two-year course, others have up to 
five yearse Total enrollment in these institutions, is)1,050 ar which: 302 
are womene ' 


* % % 


Dr. Martin Niemoller of Wiesbaden, Germany, will visit North Vietnem for 
two weeks beginning December 27 as part of a delegation for "Help to 
Vietnam". Other members of the group include Walter Diehl of ‘Jor! 


Service in Vienne and Dr. Georg Hussler, ‘general secretary of the German 
Catholic relief agency Caritaso 
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Protestant and Catholic chaplains serving in the Dutch 

criminals at. Breda have sent a letter to all political 
_ them to liberate the last three Germans serving life se 
prisone Otherwise, they fear, the Dutch people may be 
forgivinge 


SB to 3 
YN 


ct ct © ‘ 
Ls 


ky © 
° 
c 


5 ck o 
Oo Oo 
ko Ooes 


b’ © 
ct 


% * * 


The number of persons seeking the status of conscientious objectors in 
Western Germany has dropped from 4,275 among those born in 1939 to 1,4 
(those born in 1945), according to Dr. Heinz Kloppenburg, a member of 
EKD committee responsible for questioning such applicants. 


= 
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* * * 
Bruce Do Carlson, former Church World Service r 
and Peru, will direct the world-wide planned va 
CWS, relief arm of the National Council of Chur 
Peru, Mr. Carlson pioneered a family planning p % 
support of 50 Peruvian doctors in 22 cities. He also hel 
10 regional interdenominational committees to implement eo 
hood programmes, community development, agricultural exten 


niative in.chile 
ae programme .of 
€ 
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Roman Catholics and representatives of six Presbyterian and Reformed 
churches in the United States engaged in dialogue have agreed to tackle 

one of the thorniest issues dividing the two communions = mixed marriages. 
In April 1967 the group will consider problems involving pre-nuptial 
promises, the‘celebration of marriage by clergy of both groups, the edu- 
cation of children, the question of birth control, and family worship. 
Groups involved in the on-going conversations include the Presbyterian U.Se 
(Southern), the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, the Hungarian Reformed 
Church in America, the Reformed Church in America, the United Church of 
Christ, and the United Presbyterian Church USA. EPS, Geneva 


* * * 
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Special Article 


GOOD INTENTIONS AREN'T ENOUGH: 
BRINGING EXPERTISE TO CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


by 


James MacCracken , 
Executive Director, Church World Service 


Daily for sixteen years travellers were shocked when they passed through 
Sealdah Railroad Station, Calcutta, by the plight of 1,000 refugee families 
from East Pakistan who made their homes on the congested station platforms, 
in the filthy marshalling yards, and in the adjacent crowded few square 
meters of space between working railroad trackse In April 1964, follow- 
ing detailed refugee resettlement planning, every last family boarded rail~ 
road coaches and were transported to new open spaces in the Northern 
suburbs of Calcutta where they were given materials to build new homes. 

As the refugees left, they took with them all their personal possessions, 
each stick, piece of metal, and jagged stone that had been used to mark 

or to make their temporary refugee shelters that they had called home 

since their influx into West Bengal nearly a generation beforee 


Even as the Bengal Refugee Service, a Christian organization started three 
years earlier by members of the World Council of Churches, made plans to 
resettle the refugees from the Sealdah Railroad Station, it was recognized 
that there were many demands other than housing that had to be met for 
these refugees to become part of the normal community life of Calcutta. 
Medical attention, education for the children, nutritional supplements to 
meager food supply, and vocational training were all considered and were 
all included in the planning. It was anticipated that those few who 

were already employed would retain the employment, becoming commuters as 
so many millions of their fellow men in all of the other countries of the 
world. But what of the remaining thousand workers who had not found eme 
ployment while residing in hovels in the Sealdah Station? 


This was the question that was brought before the Economic Panel of the 
World Council of Churches! Committee on Special Assistance to Social 
Projects = a body usually known by its initials SASP. The urgency of 
the question was manifest in that the refugee families were in the pro= 
cess of movement to the resettlement areas in North Calcutta even as 

the question was raised. Despite valiant efforts of SASP to respond to 
this technological question of employment in a city already world known 
for mass humanity and serious ‘urbanization and unemployment problems, it 
was not possible to answer the question in the short time available. 
Thus, one of the first lessons learned by SASP is that Economic Develop- 
ment is not a short-term problem with an easily ascertained solution. 


Moving responsibly 


The Sealdah refugees became extremely important in SASP's approach to the 
specific projects and problems submitted by the churches all over the 
world as they endeavoured to move responsibly into the field of economic 
development. SASP was created and asked to operate within the framework 
of a variety of projects already planned, being implemented, or all set 
to go if funds could be founde When these projects from the churches 
were concentrated on Economic Development as a goal rather than on the 
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more traditional response to hunger or disease or education, it was soon 
found that new eriteria were required to determine the authentic role of 
the Church in Economic Development, how to weld its participation in 
Economic Development with that of national and international development 
plans, and how to assure appropriate professional leadership that would 
keep clearly in mind the commercial and economic goals that would measure 
the success of the projects. 


Churches in South India, shortly after the formation of SASP, submitted 
a request for a series of projects to be approved with SASP endorsement 
that would permit sufficient funds to be raised through economically 
viable projects, to support an orphanage. 


Not until after more than two years of SASP consideration of the Nazareth 
Projects was it ascertained that the entire programme was being estab-= 
lished to provide income to an orphanage rather than for the economic 
development projects to achieve an economic development ende The 
Economic Panel suggested at various times in its serious review of the 
projects that an effort be made to use a proven inexpensive plough for 
agriculture that was already being produced in Allahabad, and even went 
so far as to send three hundred of these ploughs from North India to 
South India in time for the spring planting season of 1965-6 These 
ploughs remained unused through 1965 and in 1966 only a few were used by 
the farmers of South India in the Nazareth area. The project director, 
when asked, replied that the ploughs were too wide for the farmer to 
carry on the shoulders of one bullock from the main road to the lands that 
he tilled some distance across narrow pathse This information was re= 
ported back to SASP one and a half years after the project had been con= 
ceivede 


Training mechanics 


Another project idea was to train automobile mechanics so that they would 
be able to recover abandoned cars after they had been in automobile colli- 
sions, with such repaired cars to be made available on the used car mar@- 
keto This idea, when traced through its economic implications, turned 
out to be a magnificent idea for Austria, where the idea had originated, 
but was not practical for India, where even after accidents no vehicles 
are abandoned. The ultimate advice from the Economic Development Panel 
to the Nazareth Project was to forget its ideas about ploughs and auto= 
mobiles and concentrate on providing journeyman-level training courses 
for boys in the Nazareth area so that they would be equipped to go to 
work in the growing industrial plants of South India. Foreign experts 
would be required to help the Nazareth Project achieve an acceptable pro= 
fessional level of training, and it was proposed that SASP identify and 
encourage such experts to come to Nazareth to make the project a successSe 
Money was made available to this end and the project is underwaye  SASP 
learned from these experiences that in economic development one may not 
easily transfer from country to country or even from area to area of the 
same country a viable idea that seems to work. In economic development 
the peculiarities of each individual project within its community must be 
understood prior to guidance or advice. 


At a meeting in May 1965, the Economic Development Panel received a 
report on the Riesi Project in Sicily, in which an entire town and the 
surrounding community has been assisted through a series of self-help 
projects to improve the overall economic level of the community. 

Through the outstanding leadership of the director of the project, there 
was visible evidence that much had been accomplished. 
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SASP, in order to learn a little from such & successful project, re= 
quested a team of 


four experts to review the project and to report ne 
SASP their findings. The report that was made to the Economic Peary sbi 
indicated that this project was one of the finest projects that had be 
brought to SASP's attention, The morale of the people served was ex= 


ordinated, and the objectives were cleare 


Five recommendations 

Ke eee EONS ? ; 

pecific recommendations, which included 7 arte 
for the Project to persuade people themselves, to become more involv 


in their town Community, for Paying more serious attention to social 
work in these activities th 


other, to maintain regular sudit 
ceived from outside, to mai 


ion not only between foreign Christian 


Shocking pace 
Visitors to H 


auti have reported for the past decade that the economic Heyes 
level of the Haitian community is deteriorating at a shocking paceo ; 9 
in an effort to inquire into the churches! robe iin ttecohemis developmen f 
sent a team of experts to Haiti for consultation anda survey to determine 
what could be done using technical, financial, and expert personnel te; 
sources from outside of Haiti, The report that was prepared Rn a 
that within the present political structure of Haiti there were minima 
They affirmed the vast and vir- 

Sconomic development activity, but indicated 

pot the church resources could barely’ make a contribution in a construce 
tive manner, One social relief agency had reported, among other Sake 0 
included in the report, the inability to make a clothing distribution fo 


the need was so desperate that each appearance of clothing for distribue 
tion fomented near riots. 


‘The Economic Development Panel, reviewing the SASP survey report, felt 
that it would serve no constructive purpose to have the survey RARE oe 
leased on wide-scale basis. The main findings from the survey ree eee : 
recorded by the SASP Economic Development Panel included the RO AEN 
that economic development is not only a community and national overa 
Planning concern, but is equally an international Concern when Aim EO ik 
studying a national community in desperate need. This led to the r 


Dean Herbert Stroup of Brooklyn College challenged the churches ae ete 
Council of Churches Interchurch Aid Consultation in Nyborg, Denmar a ba 
1962: "Must Christian service be amateurish?" ‘he churches hla ia 
Ponded that they need not be amateurish in the areas of interohurch a ? 


% 
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including economic development. From the very birth of SASP, there has 
been determination to make available the finest expert knowledge on all 
aspects of the increasing complex of Christian serviceo 


In the area of economic development there have been lengthy discussions 
as to how the churches may secure for their practical use the appropriate 
professional knowledge of economic development. 


On December 2, 1964, under the continuing concern for Christian respon= 
sibility and economic development, SASP noted: "Economic development in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America continues to be one of the central problems 
before the world. The churches have sought to contribute to this develop= 
ment mainly in two ways: through their own projects and by seeking to in= 
fluence the total economic development in a way compatible with Christian 
ideals." The statement added: "The relation of the rich to the poor 
countries remains a burning world issue. The churches have not yet de=~ 
veloped a Christian philosophy or position on this questiono" 


Development and Peace 


In July, 1966, following a year and a half of concentrated preparatory 
work, more than four hundred Christian experts from 70 nations met in 
Geneva, Switzerland, for a major Consultation on Church and Society. Out 
of the challenges before the Consultation the overriding issue emerged that 
the future would be decided much by how the affluent societies respond to 
the need for development by the new nations. It was a challenge that Pope 
Paul has summarised succinctly: "Development is the new word for Peace"! 


SASP, in responding to the challenge of economic development in our time 
in which one-fourth of the people of this world own three-fourths of the 
resources, moved to change the entire direction of the Panel on Economic 
Developmento In order to move towards the evolution of guidelines for 
the churches! involvement in this complex field, it is essential that up-= 
dated knowledge should be available of the findings of the United Nations 
and its specialised agencies, the experience of national governments! 
foreign aid programmes, and of the developing nations’ economic planning 
programmese 


This means a major shift in emphasis, and from January, 1967, the Economic 
Development Panel will turn from a review of projects to a review of the 
larger aspects of the economic development strategies - national, area 
and worldwide = with particular notes and challenges to the churches! in- 
volvement in this field. 


The multi-million dollar activity of the World Council of Churches, member 
and cooperating denominations, and the Protestant relief service agencies 

of the national church communities are being helped by the evolution of a 
Christian philosophy and approach to economic development. Economic 
development activities are to be included in a larger strategy. Projects 
to be submitted for church support will be able to be measured against the 
need of that type of economic development activity, or may more appropriately 
be placed in the area of interchurch aid or disaster relief if this is the 
more overriding issuee 


But of course SASP's services have to be paid fore Its work calls for a 
yearly budget of about $200,000. Is your church contributing to this 
WCC committee which, incidentally, insures that in the long run those who 
_ support service projects will get value for their money? 


- 000 = 


Photographs can be obtained from the WCC Information ney eee} 150 route 
de Bolus 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland. 
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM | 
OFFICERS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - Once more Christians around the world celebrate the birth of 
Christ, the Prince of Peace. The angels in the Christmas gospel pro- 
claimed peace on earth among men with whom God is pleasede This 
message of peace is addressed not only to Christians but to all men;- 
and God*s demands rest equally upon all, 


The continuance and intensification of the war in Vietnam contrast 
sharply with the deep joy of this holy season and fill the hearts of 
Christians everywhere with sorrow.at the suffering of human beings 

for whom Christ came into this world. We are, therefore, impelled to 
plead once more for an end to the mounting strife which at most would 
lead to an empty victorys We earnestly hope that in proposing or 
acceding to a Christmas and New Year cease-fire ‘the combatants may be 
indicating a readiness for some form of negotiation. We cannot pray 
worthily this Christmas unless at the same time we press all parties 
to cease their violence now and to seek an early peace. 


' Franklin Clark Fry, chairman, Central Committee 
Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary 
Jectts Chandvan):) 


vice-chairmen, Central Committee 
Ernest A. Payne  ) EPS; Geneva 


CHRISTMAS APPEAL IN NEW ZEALAND 
SEEKS £75,000 FOR WORLD'S NEEDS 


(Christchurch) -— Christians in New Zealand will seek through the 
Christmas Appeal of the National Council of Churches to raise £75,000 
($210,000) for ministries of relief and rehabilitation, as well as aid 
to struggling Christian groups on all continents. 


In addition to a proposed gift of £5,000 to the WCC's Refugee Programme, 
the fund will pay the salary of two Japanese doctors in Javae The 
figure of £8,000 has been set for emergency grants, and an additional 
£2,000 will be sought for Africa's Ecumenical Programme for Lmergency 
Actions 

The Christmas appeal aids lay training, evangelism, the education of 
priests and pastors, and victims of war and diseases EPS, Geneva 


WIDER ECUMENICAL COOPERATION SOUGHT IN THE NETHERLANDS 


(The Hague) ~. Delegates from Protestant churches in the Netherlands have 
voted to set up a working commission that will determine how churches not 
in the Dutch Ecumenical Council can engage in greater cooperatione 


The following churches participated in this decision: Dutch Reformed 
Church, Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Gereformeerde Keerken).9: 
Baptist Union, Old Catholic Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church, Salvation 
Aruy, Baptist Brethren, Remonstrant Brotherhood, and Community of Brothers 
of Zeists. EPS; Geneva 
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FAO DIRECTOR. ASKS WCC AID 
IN PROMOTING WORLD DEVELOPMENT 


(Rome ) - "The World Council of Churches can render a service to all man- 
kind in emphasising the, importance of planned family and community life"; 
the Hone Bo Re Sen, Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organi- 
Zation of. the United Nations, wrote to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake in greeting 
the new general secretary of the WCC. 


Recognizing the support given by the WCC to the Freedom from Hunger 
Campaign, as well as Dr. Blakets efforts "in favour of justice and equal 


rights for all men", Dr. Sen stated: 


"No civilization can genuinely respect the individual dignity and freedom 
or man, and justice for all, while tolerating the perpetuation of mass 
povertya' 


He emphasised that planned family and community life was “the driving _ 
force needed to achieve a breakthrough into a just and equitable world 
society's 

In speaking of the assistance that voluntary agencies have given FAQ, 
Dr. Sen said: "It is essential at this stage that the national Freedom 
from Hunger committees be consolidated. in the developing countriese I 
am sure that this is a domain where.many of the member. churches of the 
WCC can play a most valuable roles Their contribution in promoting 
ordered development is increasingly recognised." 


Dr. Blake, responding to the good.wishes of the FAO director-general, 
noted that world economic development is "one of the questions to which 
the WCC must give more attention than it has up to now. 


"The world's food supply must .be increased fourfold in the next three 
decades if people are to have a modestly adequate diet", according to a 
report now being submitted to the churches for their considerations 


"The churches must insist that food is a resource which belongs to God, 
and must be made available to all his children", Dr. Blake stated. He 
noted the importance of working toward international food arrangements 
to which producing nations.can contribute on a planned basis and from 
which food-short nations can drawe 


"Tt is also clear that we must greatly broaden and enlarge our programme 
of education among our own people on the question of world development 
aid", Dre Blake stateds "Many of our people are still unaware of the 
great sacrifices which will be expected of them if a constantly expanding 
programme of agricultural and industrial development is to come aboute 
The theological and spiritual. basis of our work must be strengthened if 
we are to understand what it means to work for human dignity in a world 
perspective", he said. EPS, Geneva 


AACC GOODWILL MISSION 

VISITS THE SUDAN . 

(Nairobi) -— A four-man delegation of the All Africa Conference of 

Churches. visited the Sudan during December 5-15 at the Government's 

invitation, . 

The delegation consisted of: Sir Francis Ibiam, a WCC president who is 

former Governor of Eastern Nigeria and now serves as Adviser to the 

Military Governor of the Province; the Revo John Gatu, a Kenyan and 

general secretary of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa; the Revo 

Swailem Sidhom, an Egyptian and tutor at St. Paults United Theological 
: (more) 
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College, Limuru near Nairobi; and Mre Sy He Amissah, general secretary 
of the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


Purpose of the mission was to enable the members to observe the situation 
in the Sudan, which had created unrest and led to the flow of thousands 
of refugees into the neighbouring countries of Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia 
and Congos The churches of Africa are eager to offer their good offices 
to bring about peace and a return to normality. 


The delegation met with Prime Minister Sadik El Makdi and other govern- 
ment and church leaders, not only in Khartoum, but also at the Provincial 
Headquarters - Malakal, Wau and Juba, and in the villages. 


At the end of the visit, the group had a second session with the Prime 
Minister, The delegation recommended: 


- Practical recognition of the ardent desire of the people of the 
Southern Provinces to share in running the country; 


- The need for a constitution that safeguards religious freedom; 


- A peaceful and conciliatory approach, rather than military operations, 
to solve the unhappy situation of the outlaws; 


- Reconsideration of the Missionary Act of 1962. to allow for outside 
help toc strengthen the leadership of the Christian churches. 


The delegation was eratified by the Prime Minister's grasp of the situation 
and his determination to deal with it realistically and boldly, according 
to a press release issued by the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


The AACC, formed in 1958, has a membership,of 80 churches, Christian 
councils and associated organisations in 25 African countriese It is 


autranomous but collaborates with the World Council of Churches. 
J EPS, Geneva 


KYODAN ASSERTS INTEREST 
IN OKINAWA CHURCH OF CHRIST 


(Tokyo) ~ Current political’and diplomatic pressure to return to the 
Japanese sovereignty over Okinawa ( Ryukyu Islands) finds an echo in the 
renewed interest of Kyodan.offiocials in affairs of the Church of Christ 

in Okinawae A proposal brought to a recent meeting of the Kyodan'is 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations asked that the Okinawan 
church be given status as a‘"special kyoku" boresbr tea or tig hata. of 
the United Church, of Christ:in Japans ; 


Prior to 1945 the Okinawan body ‘belonged to the Kyushu District of the 
Kyodany but a postwar administrative cession of the Ryuku Islands to the 
United States necessitated a separate denominational. establishment for 
congregataons on Okinawag Okinawan Christians continued to use the 
Confession of Faith heard in Japanese churches, and adopted a constitution 
Similar to that of the Kyodan. Japanese missionaries were sent to the 
islands in recent, years, and most Okinawa ministers received their ordi- 
nation at the hands of Kyodan leaderse 


The Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations forwarded the pro- 
posal for’ a Nepeciad kyoku" to the United Church executive committee. 
EPS; Geneva 
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RHODESIAN CHURCHMEN 

CONFER wit SMILE 

(Salisbury) - Roman Catholic and Protestant churchmen conferred with 
Premier Ian De. (Smith for°more than ’an hour on his government's attitude 
toward the latest developments in the independence crisis. 


The churchmen represented the Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, 
Presbyterian and Congregational churches, 


Anglican Bishop Cecil We Anderson of Mashonaland, speaking for the group, 
Said they had asked for clarification of the "ambiguities" of the so- 
called working document published after the recent talks between. Mro 
Smivh and British Prime Minister Harold Wilson. | That document outlined 
proposals for a Rhodesian settlement which the break-away Salisbury 
government rejecteds 


Bishop Anderson told newsmen the churchmen attended the meeting as 


individuals and not as emissaries of their respective churchess 
EPS, Geneva 


‘ 


POLAND SEEKS TO CLOSE 
FOUR CATHOLIC SEMINARIES 


(Warsaw) - Catholic bishops in pulpits through Poland read an episcopal 
communiqué on December 18 announcing that the Communist government had 
demanded the closing of four church seminaries. The move.is believed 
to be part of an effort to deprive the church of young priests. 


The communiqué said the government had also demanded the removal of 
deans of six seminaries. Church sources said the deans had refused to 
give the Ministry of Education full control over religious and related 
subjectso 


The bishops are reported to have proposed a joint church-state commission 
to discuss the matters EPS, Geneva 


REFORMED CHURCH OPENS HOLY COMMUNION 
TQO.OTHER CHRISTIANS, 


(The Hague) - The General Synod of the.Netherlands Reformed Church has 
decided to change the church ordinance so that reformed church’ judi- 
Catories may admit members of other churches to Holy Communion on the 
understanding that these members are communicants in good standing in 
their own church community. 


Netherlands Reformed Judicatories may also authorise. a joint celebration 


of Holy Communion in ecumenical services at which the elements are ad— 
* = 2 "y y 
‘Ministered by one or more office-bearers of the participating churches. 


A few Synod. members drew attention to the fact that the new provisions 
also apply to Roman Catholics, EPS, Geneva 
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UeSe NATIONAL COUNCIL URGES 
CANDOR ON GOVERNMENT'S PART 


(Miami Beach) - The General Assembly of the National Council of Churches 
on December 9 adopted a new "Appeal to the Churches on the War in 
Vietnam". 5 ‘ 

In it, the Assembly called for "more candor" by U.S. officials in re- 
porting on efforts to resolve the war by negotiation and the responses 
to these efforts; placing the issue of the Vietnam conflict on the 
agenda of the United Nations; and "serious consideration to halting 
the bombing of North Vietnam". 


(On December 19 Arthur J. eouaber es: UoSe delegate to.the U.eN.5 appealed A 
to Secretary General U Thant to take whatever step "you consider necessary 
to bring about cease-fire discussions in Vietnam. ) : 


The 3,699-word Appeal to the Churches was approved by a standing vote of 
the Ab. registered delegates. It was reported that about 20 delegates 
opposed the motion and two later signed a written dissent. 


Ue ’ seas rf 
Candor was also sought from Government officials regarding willingness %o 
hee A * . Z + . . ay a » 
negotiate with the National Liberation Front, and willingness to arrange 
a phased withdrawal of U.S. forces under international supervisione 


Following a detailed analysis of the scope and importance of the war, 

the need for flexibility and openness, the use of military power and the 
need for development, the Assembly stated: "U.Se energy is devoted too 
greatly to its military effort, with’ the result that the stated objectives 
of justice and reconciliation are not put forward, and the credibility of 
UeSo statements about justice and development is severely strainedc.sc 


"Christian commitment to reconciliation requires not only the great 
effort needed to settle the war, but even more the vision, backed by action, 
of plans for social change which give hope and promise of healing and of 

a new life in Vietnam," 


OTHER NATIONAL COUNCIL ACTIONS 


The seventh General Assembly also called on the churches to give top 
priority to the elimination of racial injustice, war, poverty, hunger, 

and "the disunity in the household of Christ". The keynote of the Message 
to the Churches was an appeal "to share Christ" in response to people's 
"deepest spiritual longings", 


A new civil rights strategy for securing a multi-million dollar "equal 
opportunity budget" and a resolution calling for a change in the. nation?s 
priorities in the use of resources were adopted by the Assembly. Criti- 
cising the "national economic priorities of defence, space exploration 
and the production of supersonic aircraft", the.churchmen. asked President 
Johnson and Congress to give the highest Sond te to "programmes designed 
to provide full equality of opportunity". " 


The Government was requested to support sanctions against Southern oe 
Rhodesia, and to.take "such measures as may be possible to ensure that they 
will be effective". 


Four communions were admitted to membership in the National Council of 
Churches: The Antiochian Orthodox Catholic Archdiocese of Toledo, Ohio 
and Dependencies; the Progressive National Baptist Convention Inc; vhe 
Exarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church in North and South America; and 
the Church of the New Jerusalem (Swedenborgian). Membership in the 
National Council now stands at 34 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox de- 
nominations. with a combined membership of 41.5 million. EPS, Geneva 
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CONSULTATION AGREES ON 9=POIN 
PROGRAMME FOR AFPRO ; 


(New Delhi) ~ A’decision to register AFPRO - Action for Food Production- 
as a central advisory service agency in: India, with a 9-point programme 
to help the churches and voluntary agencies in a campaign against hunger, 
was taken at a consultation held here in early Decembere 


AFPRO is a joint non-profit undertaking of Roman Catholic bodies, the 
National Christian Council's Committee on Relief and Gift Supplies (CORAGS ) 
and voluntary agenciese t+ will be registered under the India Societies 
Act as soon as member agencies have accepted the draft constitutione 

This will give it official status and will limit liability in the event 

of civil suitss. 

It is intended that AFPRO shall act as a coordinating body for providing 
technical assistance, information, training, advice, and other services 
concerning food production. It will also arrange with the government 

for the importatation of equipment, fertilisers, and materials; for 
recruiting personnels and for stimulating community development projeotse 


The draft constitution proposes that, in exceptional circumstances, AFP 
shall have power to administer a project, but only as a last resort and 


after an affirmative vote by at least three-quarters of its governors. 


Representatives of the India Government, FAO, the Rockefeller Foundation, 
colleges, and institutes spoke to the consultation. According to Shri 
Ce Subramaniam, Minister for Food and Agriculture, the state's efforts 
need to be supplemented by those of voluntary agenciess 


The consultation was attended by 212 delegates from Roman Catholic, 
Protestant and secular organisations. . The WCC was represented by Dro 


Charles Arbuthnot, the Rev. Graeme Jackson, and the Reve Paul Vergheses 
EPS, Geneva 


WCC INVITED TO AID PLANNING 
_FOR CONGRESS ON LAY APOSTOLATE 


(Rome) -~ A sub-committee preparing for the Roman Catholic Church's Third 
World Congress for the Lay Apostolate (to be held here in October, 1967) 
met this month to outline a series of discussion groups on "cooperation 
of men and women in society", 


The WCC's Department on Cooperation of: Men and) Women sent ten women 
experts on this question to the meeting. They helped to prepare the 
‘programme, bibliography and preparatory documents, which will be sent to 
discussion group leaderse 
Other groups are envisaged on such subjects as: 

- Forms of unbelief among men today 

- The family in the present evolution of society 

~ Encounter between generations 

- Social communication media and mass culture 

- Intercultural contacts "a 

- Racism 

- Man in prosperity and in want 

- Human values and the mobility of modern life 

- Relations between rich countries and developing countries 


- World Peace, world community and the drive of nationalism. 
EPS, Geneva 
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INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
STARTED BY U.S. DENOMINATION 


(New York) - The Council for Christian Social Action of the United Church 
of Christ has established an office for international development, with 
headquarters in Washington, D.C. 


Cooperating in the new programme will be the American Baptist Convention, 
the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), the Church of the Brethren, 
Protestant Episcopal Church, Methodist Church and the United Presbyterian 
Church, 


The purpose of the new enterprise is threefold: (1) to educate church x 
bodies about the problems of world trade, food.and agriculture, population, 
community development and foreign aid; (2) to interpret international 
development issues to churches and (3) to engage in international develop- 
ment projects in Asia, Africa and Latin Americaa 


The Rev. Le Maynard Catchings, administrator of the American School in 
Singapore, will head the new offices 


Dro William Bradley of the international development staff of the 
Rockefeller Foundation will chair the programme committee. 


Dr. Ray Gibbons, director of the Council for Christian Social Action, 
stated: "We are delighted that six denominations have already joined us 

as members of the programme committeee We will welcome the participation 
of other denominations, of the National Council of Churches and of Roman 
Catholic representativeso" . EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN LAYMAN TO LEAD AUSTRALIAN 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(Sydney) -— A prominent Anglican layman is the new general seoretary of the 
Australian Council of Churchess He is Mre Ve Ke Brown of East Malverny 
Victoria, at present director of the Anglican Church?sGeneral Board of 
Religious Educatione As general secretary of the ACC he succeeds the ie 
Reve Harvey Le Perkins, a Methodist, who has held the position since 19566 


Mr. Brown is the first Anglican elected to the general secretaryship since 
the Council was formed in 1946, He has been director of the Melbourne- 
based General Board of Religious Education since 1956¢ He represented 
the Church, of England at the WCC!s New Delhi Assembly and at the Second 
Assembly of the East Asia Christian Conferences | EPS, Geneva 


CONSTITUTION FOR LATIN AMERICAN 
LUTHERAN BODY DRAFTED 


(Buenos Aires) — Approximately 40 churches and missions in 18 Latin 

American countries have been invited to join the Latin American Lutheran 
Council and have received a draft constitution for the new bodys. It is 
proposed that the constituting convention be held next October in Brazil. 


The draft constitution was drawn up by a seven=man Provisional Committee 
which met on the campus of Lutheran Theological Faculty at Jose Co PaZo 
It provides that member churches must take part in programmes of theolo- 
gical study, but their participation in all other council programmes will 


be voluntary. EPS, Geneva 
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NORTHEAST ASIAN THEOLOGICAL EDUCATORS MEET 


(Seoul) - The first Consultation on Theological Education in Northeast 
Asia took place from November 28 to December 2 in Korea Christian 
Academy near here. Attending were 40 theological educators and church . 
leaders from Japan, Korea and Taiwan; 20 fraternal delegates came from 
India, Southeast Asia and the Pacific, from the World Council of Churches 
and supporting mission boards in Europe and North Americas 


The meeting was sponsored by the East Asia Christian Conference and the 

_ Theological Education Funds Preparatory work had been done by the Korean 
Association of Accredited Theological Schools (KAATS) and the Japanese 
Association for Theological Education (JATE). 


The first ecumenical gathering to be held in the new Christian Academy 
House, it drew the largest group of Japanese churchmen to pay an official .- 
visit to Korea since the war. Delegates were welcomed at a service 
attended by 33000 people in the Young-Nak Presbyterian Church, Seoul, on 
Sunday evening. Many delegates had preached in local churches that day 
(some of them in Japanese) 


Three pieaedtations were given on "Knowing Your Situation" and "Rethinking 
Essential Tasks". Reports were also made on the WCC studies.on "The 
Missionary Structure of the Congregation" and "Patterns of Ministry and 
Theological Education", Then the consultation divided into small groups, 
using English and Japanese as common languages, to discuss the purpose 

of theological education, DESERET and curricula, and possibilities for 
seers planning. 

It was voted to form a North East Asia Association of Theological abroaien 
(NEATS), which it is hoped will have a full-time directors Final details 
of the scheme are to be submitted to the Theological Education Fund after 


they are. worked out by KAATS and os together with representatives from 
Taiwanese - EPS, Geneva Bei 


SPECIAL COURT{ IN TANZANIA 

CRITICISED BY EAST AFRICAN PAPER 

(Nairobi) = In a front-page comment on "Justice in Zanzibar", 
monthly newspaper Target states in its December issue: : 
"Astonishing news has come from Zanzibar. The Revolutionary Council has 
decided to set up a special court to try political offenders on the grounds 
that there is some threat to 'national security'. 


the Christian 


"The decision contradicts every notion of justices The members of the — 
court are to be nominated by the Tanzania Vice-President, Sheikh Karuma. 
They will not necessarily have any legal qualifications and no advocates 
will be allowed to defend those accuseds 


"To make matters worse, the sittings of the court will be held in secret 
and there will be no appeal against its decisions. It will have power to 
sentence people to imprisonment, corporal punishment, fines -—- and even 


death, 

"In our view, this measure will do great damage to the reputation of °, 
Tanzania as a United Republic. The country has stood for basic principles 
of human rights and freedom. Yet here in one part of it is a vicious 
contradiction of those very principless 


"The Government of Tanzania must ask itself whether it is prepared to 


tolerate such an abuse in a country which claims to be united." | 
; EPS, Geneva 
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U,Se CONFERENCE HEARS PLEA 
TO LOCALIZE ECUMENISM 


(New York) » The critical point in the ecumenical movement "is no longer 
at the national or world level, but in the local church", Dr. Samuel 
McOrea Cavert, former executive aeoxe teary: of.the WCC in. the United States, 
has stated.. 


"Making due allowance for: many See th pg, we can safely make the generali- 
sation that there is a great gap between the ecumenical movement and most 
parish churches", Dre Cavert said. He addressed 200 Protestant, Anglican 
and Orthodox Christians at the annual. luncheon meeting of the Friends of 
the World Councils 


The ecumenical leader said he did not "at all agree with.those who de- 
preciate the local church", nox believe "that there can be any signifi- 
cant ecumenical movement without it". Most of the "creative leadership" 
in the ecumenical movement today "came out of the local church and were 
nurtured in it", he explained. "T see no prospect that various free-lance 
ministries, important as they are _as snp Reman bes can ever take the place 
of the local church," 


He predicted that a "great forward thrust" would take place when the 
Christian insights represented in the ecumenical movement ree their 
proper strength in the local congregation". 


Mro Me Me Thomas director of the Christian Institute for the Study of 
Religion and Society in Bangalore, India, said that the test of ecumenism 
in our generation is whether the World Council of Churches will pursue its 
concern for "the growing gulf and tension between North and South" between 
the "rich, white, Western nations" and the "poor, non-white, non-Western 
nations"> } 


That is the issue uppermost in the minds of all Asians, including Asian 
Christians, said Mr. Thomas. He called on the WCC and its member churches, 
who are largely drawn from the affluent West, to "pursue this concern not 
only at thé humanitarian level, but also at the political level in heat 

own countries". 


Mr. Thomas is the Henry We. Luce Visiting Professor of World Christianity at 
Union Theological Seminary, New York for n since He chaired the WCC 
Church and fo” tee Conference in July, EPS, Geneva | 


1 


CANADIANS miter ANOTHER STEP 
IN ANGLICAN-UNITED CHURCH UNION 


(Toronto) « Union of the Anglican and the United Church of Canada moved 
a step forward when it was agreed that a 40-member General Commission 
would be appointed = including 20 members from each church - to continue 
negotiations between the two bodiess It will also promote conversations 
at the,local level. 


Under the supervision of this commission, other sub-committees will be 
named to deal with constitutional and legal questions, doctrine, liturgy 
and worships i 


Other churches will probably be invited to send observer-consultanis to 
meetings of the General Commissione EPS, Geneva 
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DIALOGUE WITH EVANGELICALS 
TERMED IMPORTANT TO ASIAN CHURCHES» 


(Hong Kong) = "In many Asian countries the dialogue with the so-called 
conservative evangelicals may be as important, if not more so, than that 
with members of the Roman Catholic Church", U Kyaw Than, secretary of 
the East Asia Christian Conference (BACC), stated in his report to the 
Continuation Committee when it met here November 5 and 6¢ 


"In the glare of Vatican II, many of us might have missed the significance 
of the Wheaton Declaration of the conservative evangelical brethren", 
said the Asian leader. 


(The Wheaton Declaration is a statement adopted at the Congress on the 
Church's World-wide Mission, which was held at Wheaton, Illinois (USA) on 
April 9-16, 1966... The congress was sponsored jointly by the Evangelical 
Foreign Mission Association, composed primarily of members of the National 
_Association of Evangelicals, and the Interdenominational Foreign Mission 
Association, consisting of "faith missions". Text of the declaration 


appears in.the "International Review of Missions", October 1966.) 


U Kyaw Than said of the declaration: "Leaving aside the negative parts, 
many Asian. Christians may feel ready to. go along with the fervour and 
‘confessing! note of the declaration." 


While the Deoree on Ecumenism and other documents of Vatican II "have 
rightly engaged the interest of many church leaders", according to the EACC 
executive,c"as Asian Christians we might get geographically confused when 
the Decree in its third chapter speaks of the Eastern churches (meaning 
the Ripa neOeN) cent of tecclesial communities’? in the West (which means most 
oF OS TR Oe gy, - 


EACC members must also be concerned, he said, about the Christian im- 
plication of development problems of poorer nations, and the need to confess 
Christ in ‘different cultural milieux, to maintain Christian fellowship 
across political divisions, and to ensure that the dispersed Chinese play 
their full, part in the life of Asian churches 


The next Assembly of the HACC will be held in Bangkok from January 50 
through February 8, 1968, according to a decision taken by the Continuation 
Committees . The theme selected was "In Him All Things Hold Together" 

(Cole 1:17) considered especially appropriate in view of the tensions 
rending. Asias 

New members of the EACC, approved by the Continuation Committee, include 
the Samavesum of Telugu Baptist Churches of India, the Orissa-Bihar Baptist 
Convention in Bengal and the Toradja Church in Celebes, Indonesias Total 
membership of the three bodies is some 6355000 Christianse EPS, Geneva 


DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT SCHOOL 
IN CAMEROUN MURDERED 


(Douala) =! The Evangelical Church of Cameroon and the Paris Mission Society 
report the tragic death of Joseph Tohoneng, head of the Protestant school 
at Bangangtée He was murdered by.unknown persons on November 300 Two 
Swiss missionaries were murdered at this school in 1965. 


Mr. Tohoneng had become headmaster only last September after two years! 
study in Frances. ,He was the first African in the poste “EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIANS .AND JEWS URGE VIGILANCE 
OVER "NEO-NAZISM" 


(Frankfurt-am-Main) = "Deep concern" regarding "the resurgence of neo- 
Nazism in Western Germany" has been.expressed by the International 
Consultative Committee of.the Organisation for Cooperation between 
Christians and Jewse ; 


"Tt would be not only naive but also dangerous" to minimise the dangers 
lurking beneath the surface of events, said the group in a communiqué 
issued following its meeting here December 10 and ll. "As soon as 
economic and political difficulties arise, the spirit of.the past raises 
its shameless head", said the statementa 


Protests by groups of young people were welcomed by the committee, which 
Said: "The future of Western Germany within the fellowship of nations 
will. depend on the extent to which the younger generations reject 
national egoisme"™ — 


The Consultative Committee is composed of representatives of Roman 
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish groupse EPS; Geneva 


SOUTH AFRIGAN PARLIAMENT MAY Ont 
GRANT LIMITED RESIDENCE, TO FOREIGN CLERGY 


(Johannesburg) - The Sunday Express reports that the South Afric 
Government is. going to take steps against the "political priests" from 
abroad who’"are stirring up racial trouble"« 9. : 


{ - 


These steps might take the form of reducing the validity of the residence 
permits granted to;foreign clergy, says: the papere Hitherto they have 
been valid.for three years, with the possibility of applying for a per- 
manent residence permite In future this permit will be granted for only 
one years ’ The paper adds that this decision may also apply to foreign 
press corréspondents and studentse It'is incorporated in legislation to 
be submitted to the South African Parliament at its January sessione 


In recent weeks three Anglican priests were expelled: The Rev. Pierre Dill 
of Pretoria, the Réve Le We Ritchie and the Reve Ae M. Garrison. They 
have to return to Holland, Canada and the USA respectivelys EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
FOR ASIA IS FORMED. 


(Bangkok) ~ A committee on Christian education, which will emphasise 
lay training for adults, has been formed by the cooperative efforts of 
the Rast Asia Christian Conference (BACC) and the World Council of Christian 
Educatione: . : hd ate 

Recognising that Christian education does not stop when a child leaves 

Sunday school, but involves the Christiants response to his job, his family 
and his society, the new committee has scheduled a consultation on the theme 
"God's People in God's World", It will take place in February in Singapores 


Chairman of the committee is°-V.M. Koshy, secretary of the Indian Sunday 


School Union, with U Kyaw Than of the EACC staff acting as secretarye 
) EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION« The story on intercommunion in the Diocese of Malawi which 
appeared in EPS Noe 38 contained the erroneous information that Malawi is 
part of the Church of the Province of West Africas It should have been 
identified?as partiof the Church of the Province of Central Africa. In 
addition, 3+ must be noted that initial action in the matter of inter-. 


communion was taken by the Province of Central Africa at its meeting in 
ee ey et, Wc ay ie eee te oe Snats Pee a er Af tha Ni nracea of We Vecurdia 
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Special Article 


HELPING DOLLARS TO BLAZE TRAILS 


by . 


Dr. Stewart W. Herman 
President, Lutheran School of Theology, 
Chicago, Illinois 


After’ dessert and coffee our guest, the Archbishop, gently pushed back 

his chair and rose to speak. With the utmost courtesy, he reminded us 

where we were, "Not five minutes from here", he said softly, "thousands 
oe our people are living in hunger", Not a rebuke, just a statement of 
acte 


The name of the Archbishop was Helder Camara, a fragile wisp of a man 
whoshas publicly renounced elaborate titles of address, expensive veste 
ments and even his episcopal ring. His pectoral cross-is of plain’ wood 
on a cheap metal chain. 


We were in Recife near the Equator where Brazil bulges toward Africa, 

The expanding core of the city with its burgeoning skyscrapers is flanked 
on. one side by a tepid ocean and wide, white beaches fringed with palms. 
On the other side the waterways of this Brazilian Venice are lined more 
frequently with rateinfested slums than with doges! palaces, 


One such slum is trying to raise itself above the waterlevel by building 
on its own refuse! Dozens of drab shacks crowd the river's edge barely 
an inch or two beyond reach of the normal tides After heavy rains the 
earthen floors of these very earthly habitations are frequently inundated. 


But gradually the ground level is rising, thanks to the accumulation of 
trash and garbage which is spread evenly over the surface between the 
houses and occasionally bedded down with a layer of palm leaves and sand. 
Foraging hogs keep the streets reasonably clean! 


My personal impression is that conditions in Recife have improved per- 
ceptibly since a previous visit five years ago. The biggest problems, 
however, loom larger than ever because some help ~ a little surplus food, 
alot of DDT, fresh water and some free medical service = has been reach- 
ing these people! Fewer babies are dying. Consequently there are more 
mouths to be fed, more schools to be built, more jobs to be provided, 


Worst debris 


The problem posed by the situation in Recife is not unique, nor new, nor 
confined to Brazil. Shortly after the worst debris of World War II had 
been fairly well cleared away the relief agencies, both Christian and 
non-Christian, began to realize that the temporary hunger and homeless- 
ness of millions in Europe, seemed insignificant alongside the chronic 
disease and endemic distress of tens of millions of people all over .the 
world. It was then that a whole new vocabulary came into use, words such 
as “underdeveloped peoples", "rapid social change", "economic refugees" 
and "population explosion". 


The World Council of Churches, while coordinating and directing a complex 
international, interchurch aid programme, made several discoveries: 

(1) appeals for help from the churches were multiplying rather than dimi- 
nishing, (2) many of the requestswere either too big to be approved with- 
out careful study or too small to be really effective, (3) there was far 
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too much duplication and overlapping, even competition, both in asking 
and giving, and (4) it was doubtful whether a true Christian witness 

was clearly visible in the jumble of projects undertaken by the churches 
in their well-meaning effort to help each other. 


Endemic need 


In 1960 the WCC Central Committee authorized its Division of Inter- 
Church Aid to "develop projects to deal more deeply with endemic need". 
A year later it was decided to enlist expert advice to help churches 
think together about fundamental issues of aid and to train technicians 
rather than depend so heavily on "good-will" ambassadorse The next 
year the WCC Assembly in New Delhi formally established a new committee 
whose cumbersome title was Specialized Assistance to Social projects, 
promptly shortened to SASP. 


No other committee or agency of which I have been a member has interested 
me quite so much as this one. ‘Its objective is described as "under- 
standing the connection between Christian faith and the development of 
society". Serving as a kind of Board of Strategy, Planning and Research 
for WCC member churches, it has neither authority to enforce its judge- 
ments nor funds to launch programmes of its own. Its function is investi- 
gative and advisory. 


The "raw material" for SASP comes in the form of specific proposals sent 
to the World Council for consideration. These have included an ela- 
borate model farm for Burma, an ambitious vocational training institute 
for India, a request tocounsel the Christian hospitals of Nigeria re- 
garding national cooperation, a plan for a continent-wide Christian press 
in East Africa, especially for new literates. The intent behind such 
proposals is good, often ingenious, but noes of these ideas are extremely 
expensive. 


Main question 


The main question confronting the giving churches is: how can limited 
resources (several million dollars per year) best be pooled in order to 
achieve a few trail-blazing results, rather than continue dissipating 
relatively small sums among a multitude of patchwork schemes? Of the 
proposals mentioned above, the first was scotched as unrealistic, the 
second was radically revamped in the light of further study, the third 
led to a thoroughgoing interchurch survey of medical needs in Nigeria. 
The final one resulted in an interdenominational weekly paper published 
alternately in English and Swahili. 


One of the first things SASP does is to assess the feasibility of a pron 
posal, usually submitting it to one of five "panels" with special knowe 
ledge in such areas as agriculture, urban problems, health, publications, 
etce If necessary, a small team of specialists is dispatched to the 
scenes That is how the Nygerian health study was conducted under the 
auspices of SASP's Medical Panel. 


Another method of tackling a big issue is to pinpoint a single area and 
ask specialists to meet with local or regional church leaders to study 
it intensively. This procedure was followed last September in the hope 
of arriving at a common understanding of "community development" and the 
church's responsibility to the local community. The meeting was held 
at Mindolo in Zambia with a score of hand-picked Christians who have 
personal experience in developing or renewing community life in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. (So far, this panel, of which I am chairman, 
has received only one request from Europe, - a community development prox 
ject under the leadership of an Italian pastor in Sicily.) 

ps 
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The SASP Committee as a whole = less than a dozen people of almost as 
many churches and nations = makes a point of holding at least one 
meeting per year where the "social revolution" is particularly acute. 
In April 1963 we met in Kampala, Uganda; in March 1964 in Bangkok, 
Thailand; and last March in Sao Paulo, Brazil. It was on this 
occasion that some of us went to Recife to ask some questions after ine 
specting the migrant centre in Sao Paulo, which annually receives 
250,000 migrants from the Northeast. Why do they keep coming? What 
can be done to help them? 


Obviously it is not enough to line the highways of the world with soup 
kitchens and depots full of used clothing. A better answer is to be 
found in the Family Planning Centres, the first of which has recently 
been established in Sao Paulo. Yet another answer is in experimental 
farms which combat drought with simple irrigation systems and hybrid 
CrOpS. 


Above all, the answer lies in really trying to understand the basic 
problems and then focusing the church's help in areas where permanent 
solutions may be worked out. People are not really helped until they 
can help themselves, j 


But of course SASP's work has to be paid for. Its expenses run to 
about $200,000 a@ year. By contributing to SASP your church can help to 
ensure that, in the long run, you will get full value for the money you 
subscribe to service projectse 
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In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the 
index provides a cross=reference in two categories. 


These are: I = geographical and organizational; and 
II ~ substance 


The sub-divisions of,each category are arranged alphabetically 
and stories are listed in'chronological order according to the number 
of the issue in which each appearede In some instances stories are 
listed under more than one of the sub-divisions of each category. "In 
Brief" items are not listed. 


CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 

Countries 

Ecumenical and international Christian bodies 
World Confessional bodies 

World Council of Churches 

Eoumenical Patriarchate 

Roman Catholic Church 


CATEGORY IT: Substance 


Anti- Semitism 

Atheism 

Brotherhoods and communities 

Christian unity and ecumenical attitudes bas also Vatican Council II) 
Church buildings and architecture 

Church discipline 

Church-state relations (see also Religious liberty) 
Church Union . 

Confessional and denominational life and structure 
Confessionalism 

Conscientious objectors 

Education (general, Christian) 

Ethics (personal, professional, social) 

Evangelism 

Family planning 

Festivals and anniversaries 
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Information (press, broadcasting, film, and photography) 
Inter-church aid (see also Refugees) 
Interchurch contacts, exchanges and relations 
-Inter-confessional relations, contacts and exchanges 
Inter-faith relations, contacts and exchanges . 
International affairs . 
Laity 
Literature 
Liturgy and forms of worship 
Marxism 
Ministry 
Missions (home and foreign) 
Mixed marriages 
National independence and building 
Non-Christian religions 
Nuclear energy and weapons 
Orthodox churches 
- Personal liberty 
Personalities (appointments, distinctions, obituaries, etce) 
Proselytism 
Publications 
Race relations 
Refugees and migrants (see also Inter-church aid) 
Religious liberty (see also Church-state relations) 
Repentance actions and reconciliation 
Sacraments 
Social, economic, and political problems, and Christian action 
Social service (eeg. CCSA) ; 
Statistics 
Syncretism 
. Theology (in general and items not covered elsewhere) 
Vatican Council II (see also Roman Catholic Church) 
Women and children 


Youth and students 
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CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 


AFRICA 


edie -O paler of. Coptdovwmiesgionsaam AiwiGa SLaGOd: » « enw, « © 
Christian "presence" in African universities discussed at 
WSCF/AACC consultation .« « « \s oe eee5e we © @ 


Research started on needs of Bast African churches »« e«-e«e-. 
_ Theological Education Fund aids Africans, Asians, ...«..e. 
feu. food Will mission visits the Sudan .«.* . «6 . e . ss «| 


ASIA 


moan olureh Wombn.Gonverne. in lOKYO » scceee wiare.@care.e 3 
Asian theologians, laymen agree on church's mission » e « « « 
Theological Education Fund aids Africans, Asians .«. « « « ellis 
Special Report: "Accommodation — True and False", excerpts | 
from a speech by We Ae Visser At Hooft, Hong oe, October 
1966 2 oe a & @ @ co e a eo # a * o e e a oe e a eo uv a e e o 4 
Northeast Asian theological. educators meet. .«.e0« «2.0.0.2 
Dialogue with Evangelicals termed important to Asian churches 
Christian education committee for Asia is formed »« «ee -.s 


EUROPE 


Aid sought for migrants working in Northern Europe » 6 « « e 
PLP muro pean’ ‘churohi ms semi ye Tee 4s cas ke ae se-c4e ce beeen cone 
European Committee on Migrants calls for attack on race 
PAWL CSU! 9. le ey Slo Stee o Tet PEER oT CTCL ties ye jo ae 
Youth consultation hears talks on economic justice 2... « 
Progress reported in international radio project . se se « » 
Statistics on theological students in some East Huropean 
PCL CTAS ie 6 iw 2 Leh oe ak be Ls de Us Le Re Les Lek 42 fe 1s eels 
European YWCAs. study problems of working women .« » « s e« « e 


LATIN AMERICA 


Latin America Baptists plan 1969 crusade’! .19F 4) Lo ee tr erts 
Latin American Catholic advocates birth control . .« « « e 
Recife archbishop named co-ordinator for CELAM session . 
Joint action in. Latin America to be discussed »« »« « » « « 
Latin American bishops support structural changes e « e e 
North and South American church leaders examine hemisphere'’s 

Beason C -DYOD LEME.» Me sedelte eee eel eS 6 De. lm Mone be 
Study of Latin American Protestantism planned 2. « « « e « # « 
USA Presbyterian Council makes recommendations on Latin 
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Constitution for Latin American Lutheran body drafted -« « « e« « 


Countries' 


ARGENTINA oa 
WCC refugee aide shot to death in Argentina « « «+s 26 « « e 
Clergy issue joint letter on behalf of Argentine dock workers 


AUSTRALIA 
Race relations problem cited by churchmen »« « « « e e e « o « 
Australian Catholics seek closer relations with Protestants « 
Anglican enthronement attended by Catholic cardinal « 2 . « « 
Services in modern English approved for 3-year trial e« oo « e« 
Protestants, Anglicans join in prayers for peace e« « « « « » 
Australians to seek $500,000 for overseas aid in 1967 . o « e 
Australian Anglicans seek admission to union negotiations « e 
Anglican layman to lead Australian Council of Churches «6 « e 
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BELGIUM 
Brussels director for ecumenical relations installed by 
Protestants Pe Seer ere sO Pea re ert Py ere eh Rr 


BOLIVIA 
Bolivian Methodists debate best method of evangelism « w « » 


BRAZIL 
Struggle for economic justice in Brazil gains support of ~° 
church, political groups « ese weex2eeovee eo owe, 
Brazilian professor advocates division of his church . « « e 
First issue of Brazilian Christian review is off the press « 


BURMA 
Christians strong in Burma, says expelled missionary « « « oe 
Burmese Anglican installed as first national bishop .« . « e« 


CAMEROON ; 
Director of Protestant school in Cameroon murdered 56 »« « « « 


CANADA 
Action’ tO &stablish Luthérén* Chufch tIn*Canada ~ets™s se as © 
United Church of Canada takes first step in union with 
, Anglicans eo Bie eens + Roe 6 oC se 2.8, ff YS Ae 8 Ue ee 
Canadians take another step in Anglican-United church union 


CEYLON 
Setback in Ceylon church union negotiations »% « « «  « « » 
Ceylon Anglicans approve church union scheme « « »« « » « « @ 


CHILE 
Chilean Methodists take steps to obtain autonomy « « e e « « 
United thanksgiving service marks Chile's independence « e « 
Mass meetings in Chile protest education decree 9 « 0« « e « 


CHINA 
"Purge of intellectuals" reported in China’. . 2 « « «ese 
WCC leader salutes Chinats Christians .« « « « « «= «© © 6 «6 * 
Protection for citizen Chinese proposed by Indonesian church 
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COLOMBIA 
Presbyterians.in Colombia disapprove of Eucharistic Congress 


e 
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of 


° 
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Colombian tardinal closes Catholic weekly? 323° %+%2. $°%22°U8 e@ai4 
Membership of Colombia's Protestant churches doubled since 1960, 


CONGO 

50 million francs credit granted to the Congo Free University 
CUBA 

Cuban Council of Churches holds General Assembly . eee eo 
CYPRUS | ; 

Cyprus clergy engage in monthly ecumenical discussions a e« o 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Prague youth group warns against chasm between rich and poor 

nations 6 se bo eo Al eee A tee ee ea eee et eee eee 

DENMARK 


Danish churches will furnish millions of vitamin pills for 
India BER BRCM BINS BM OMS Bie ee EA ee ee en ee 
FIN SAND 
Finnish Lutherans asked to help a Catholic charity » » « e « 
Review of congregational forms described as urgent e e« « e « 


Die 


31 


rfl 8 


72 


~ 


a. 


34 


- GERMANY 


EPS Index/July-December, 1966 


‘FRANCE 


French RC bishops chide critics of reform « « e:e « » 6 « 
Lutheran pastors advised to shun Catholic wedding rites . 
Protestant missions, protest. against French A-bomb testing 
French seminar.discusses "The Church and Its Unity" «.« « 
Young people propose principles for ecumenical life e«.. 
Baptist presides at Lutheran!s funeral in Catholic church 
U.S. cardinalts stand on war opposed by French priest .« e« 
French pastor tours refugee camps in Cambodia’ o.e » « « « 
French Protestant Federation convenes »« «sseee+ee8ee 


2 © =< & Pp » oD 
Cr i ee 


BLsnOp hatje* reports’ on Bast Berlin’ visivs ss « « «et. »- ¢ 
LWF unable to have Assembly in East Germany 21 6 «e-sesee 
Jewish-Christian solidarity emphasised in Berlin « « o « s «+ 
Jewish Congress hears Germans, discusses problem of identity. 
Dr. Niemoeller terms race hatred as greatest threat to peace .« 
German mission conference hears appeal for cooperation with 
Catholics A, ¢ © © © 6,6) 6, ©. s C6 [eye 46 68 oO De, 8176 ce Ve) a Le 
Stiff punishment for anti-Semitism urged by inter-faith group 
WCC executive, Catholic cardinal receive German peace prize 


German churchman rejects "a theology of revolution" ....e. 
Luther not to be made "chief advocate of socialism" . . « e « 
German journal assesses Church and Society Conference ...s e 
Evangelism given many interpretations at World Congress « « o 
#67, Kirchentag sets, "peace" as) its. themessis a e se eleisle & 
Synod of Wuarttemberg appeals for "political vigilance" » « » « 
Pastors in-East Germany protest!"pressure on conscience" « « « 
Christians and Jews urge vigilance over "neo-Nazism" . . « o « 


GHANA 


Intercommunion with uniting churches approved for Ghana's 
Anglicans Cr 


GREECE 


Death sentence of Greek commuted by review court « « « » «e » » 


Le >> » G peer es 


So a 2 2 | 


> be > ee 


1,100th anniversary of Orthodox pioneers marked in celebrations. 


Greek Parliament receives new proposal on bishops! revenues . 


HONG KONG 


Rising economy fosters cut in material handout in Hong Kong . 


HUNGARY 


Hungary cracks down on foreign church visitors « « > ye ye ehiloAge 
Hungarian, Yugoslav Baptists "enthusiastic, want to build" .. 
Hungarian Lutherans to meet on new church laws « « « « « « » 


INDIA 


More CWS food supplies for Indian famine victims 2 « 
Study of all religions urged in Indian schools . 2 « 
WCC sends aid to flood victims in Assam .. « » » « 
Indian leaders address YWCA Membership Conference «6 
Fertilizers en route to India. .2.« s eo! « # 0 6 » «6 
Danish churches will furnish millions of vitamin pills for 
India ~ « a ©*# 2 @ ®B eee eo Oe oe Fw ee KF HH He wD 
Interconfessional conference of bishops urged e« « « e « « 
Training for nation building proposed by Indian Christian 
centre Peer ar eist ey Ay AO) Ae err ea er er er ee ee 
Mob sets fire to three churches in Indian state of Orissa 
ICA helps in new Indian famine crisis . « « » « o-s-s,« 
DICARWS appeals for Madras cyclone victims . « » « « « 
Consultation agrees on 9-point programme for AFPRO . . 
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INDONESIA 
Gospel movement under way in Indonesia « « « « «© « a» © 6 ©» @ © 
Successful evangelism drive reported in Indonesia . « « « e« « 
Unprecedented evangelistic gains reported in Indonesia s « « « 
Protection for citizen Chinese proposed by Indonesian church 


body « ws oe ene e see sen ene ae nen es eee ea 
‘ITALY . 
Italian churches aid flood disaster victims .2 +6 .« « « «e+ « 
JAPAN 


United and RC churches in Japan urged to closer relations .« e 
Japan's largest Christian denomination calls for halt in North 
Vietnam bombing 0, OF. Bup tin Ore ted #058 of © 098 teed een 27) 2. 


a a ® a 
Asian church women convene in Tokyo e«.«+se#+.ee«ee ce 2 @ 6 @ 
American ambassador replies to Kyodan letter on Vietnam .e«.« « » 
Japan Council plans "mission in unity" 2 » « « « + *« «© so « # © 
Kyodan asserts interest in Okinawa Church of Christ . «2 « 6 » » 


KENYA 
Kenya mourns death of Anglican educator «2 « « «© «© e # e « »« 


Christian educators? institute set for Kenya in aoe eo UU POSS , 
LAOS 
Rice for Laos flood saat rte psee ees by. HACC. 2. pacehse Bareeienl* want 
MALAWL 
Malawi church seeks intercommunion to0 » «© «se e¢.2#6es ee # @ 
MALAYSIA 
Malaysian Methodists start move towards autonomy o » « «© e « « 
MEXICO 
Mexican Methodists vote to sponsor new interdenominational 
seminary ose s eee ee 2 & #6 © RB & M6 HO © & 8 £ 6,0, 4) By 
NETHERLANDS 
Bible edition for mentally retarded produced in Holland .« « « « 
Two Netherlands COMME LOb is sen on ees Cf DA Crete corre ecrte et e3(e 
Netherlands Old Catholics/Roman Catholics hold first joint 
service since L724 ar Cer Ge cae ae ee” Ome Ge woe ey Gar er ee A ee a of Oe 
Dutch discuss Church and Society oeoeeee © © © © © 0 & & @ @ 
Wider ecumenical cooperation sought in Netherlands « « « « « « « 
Reformed church opens Holy Communion to other Christians e e « e« 


NEW ZEALAND : 
First quarter century marked by New Zealand Council ¢« «6 « « « 


@ 


New. Zealand Council asks Prime Minister to intervene in Vietname 
Changes in church structures forecast by New Zealand pastor .« e 
New Zealand Council presents carved panel to WCC « « ese © 2 © 
Christmas appeal in New Zealand seeks £75 5000 for worldts needse 


NIGERIA 

Nigerian Anglicans, Presbyterians continue union talks . 

Nigerian Christians confess failure to condemn violence «6 ° 

DICARWS sends initial aid for Nigerian.refugees ... « 
NORWAY 

YMCA World Youth Conference held in Norway 2 « « « « © « » « ¢ 
OKINAWA 

Kyodan asserts interest in Okinawa Church of Christ 2... « e 
PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

Race relations problem cited by churchmen » « « « e aokense 
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POLAND 

Polish Baptists mark 1,000 years of Christianity . 
Fol. sir’ Methodism: moves” Loria wem ocecr kt) ante fereereese ceaieotmiile « 
Polish Bible Society marks’ 150th year: . «ss. see 

-Poland seeks to close four Catholic seminaries « ‘ 


RHODESIA 


British church leaders speak out on Rhodesia « 2 eo « # « 
Restrictive Rhodesian laws criticised by Anglican bishop .e 
Church of Scotland supports majority rule for Rhodesia « « 
Rhodesian missionary to be tried for controversial sermon 
Missionary fined for criticising Rhodesian police .. « « 
Rhodesian thtrvhneh confer” withs Siti tHih shah of of an er ow oh ove 


> © © © Be 
e © © & & ® 
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RUMANTA 


° 


Rumanian Patriarch Visits World Council RP Oar eee ery eer ae a ate 
New Anglican-Rumanian Orthodox talks scheduled » » e »« « # « « 


SOUTH AFRICA 


"Moral dilemma" of investment in South Africa is cited « « « o « 
South African bishops denounce apartheid « e« « « «© a0 eae e@ «@ 
Anglican clergy in South Africa:back bishops! letter 6 os « « « 
South Africa's Reformed churches suggest "ecumenical contacts" «4 
Dre Niemoeller terms race hatred great threat to peace so e« « « « 
Churchmen deplore assassination of South African prime minister. 
Little resistance to apartheid found in South African churches . 
Opposition to "inequitable separation" voiced by South 
African churchmen o 8 @ © 2 @ © © 0 ®&® @ & © @ © © @ © @ © @ @ 
‘Resolution of South African synod bars membership in Christian 
institute: a © © @ a 2 @ @ ®© © € © 8 © &©& @© ® @ @ 
Keet. warns, of church: ri:tt @  Eelkisttia Nei ailbesie te Verner elm. ite 
Two Netherlands commentS & « eo «© « © ee e# «© «© #@ © # 0 
Christian \Conncilsupportsy Institutes se) see « & « 
South African church continues ties with World Alliance’. « .« « 
U.eSe journal withdraws funds from bank aiding South Africa s« e « 
South African parliament may grant limited residence to 
Forekes cMerAy sce ese avwy esl elte, MTC ET. SIM Tg MSO. eS Pdi gel gle 
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SPAIN 


"Houmenical letter" asks for full religious liberty in Spain . 
Spanish hierarchy suspends national Catholic Action meetings e o 
Expect Spanish action on liberty draft in December « « « « « © 
Spain refuses to recognise eight Protestant chapels .« »« « e « « 
Spanish bishops form secretariat, modify ban on Catholic Actions 
Sermon, SY sCOUR.! OLSnOD C160 $6 wre 8 O18 Oe mo Ore. ee ate 
Religious instruction in Spain said to be anti-ecumenical .« e« e 
Group of Spanish priests circulates document critical of the 

hierarchy OH OO Oe Ba eO Oe Oe On OO. Sent OL Oe Oe Ow. Oe LO ae 
Catholic journal calls for revision of Spain-Vatican concordat « 
More participation in public life urged by Spanish 

intellectuals 0, 6, 0 By Cee) 6 oO. @ 0 oe 40 0 Ae Oe OAL, OO ew, FE 
Warning issued to Spaints Catholic Action «.« « « «6 ase » eee 
‘Spanish parliament approves the principle of religious liberty . 
Spanish newspaper labels sectarian propaganda detrimental to 


unity Per ae Gn ae ie ee a ee oe er er foe ee ey 


SUDAN 


AACG goodwill mission visits the Sudan 2. 6 « «26 eo me wwe 


SWED "is 


Basis of Christian social ethics debated at Lund « « « e 
' WCC membership for Sweden's Baptists suggested o 
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SWITZERLAND 


Orthodox leaders at dedication of new centre in Geneva o a e 
Informal talks with Pentecostals centre on church renewal oe 
Swiss churches respond to Church and Society findings «© « « e 


TANZANIA 


Tanzania plans no takeover of private schools « « « a 4 « a e 


\ 


YMCA farm school dedicated by President of Tanzania « e « »« 
Special court in Tanzania criticised by East African paper . 


2 


TURKEY 


Turkish ambassador affirms "freedom of religious practice" .« 
Special Report: Turkey!s P.Me thanks churches for earthquake 


aid a © e@ ee # G02 eee e@ @ HR Oo © He GC He 6 6 @ © & & @ eo ¢ e@ 


VssdarRe 


Archbishop Iakovos visits ancient monastery on Mount Sinaz . 
Pp 


UGANDA 


Uganda training course emphasises leadership skills e« e c e « 
Installation of new bishop seen healing rift in We Buganda . 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Ue 


British Methodists condemn U.Se action in Vietnam 


° e e a e 2 
English churches face drop in clergy candidates « « « « « « « 
Methodists, Anglicans in Britain form council -. 2 « « « « « e 
New Anglican=Rumanian Orthodox talks scheduled 26 2 6 « « « e 
British Methodists! appeal to Irish . 2 2. « » « « © « e . 
Northern Ireland extremists banned by government « e ° 


New grounds for divorce proposed by Anglican committee 
Termination of St. Giles! Cathedral experiment . « « e e 
Release of Mre Paisley barred by Prime Minister . « « 
Search for Christian unity raises question for Jews « « « « e 
Clarification of Soviet Code asked by Baptist leader 
British church leaders speak out on Rhodesia ..s « « 
Vatican permits double wedding ceremony eo « e« « «© e « e @ e 
Remarriage of divorced persons suggested by Cambridge canon e 
Archbishops! commission recommends single governing body for 

Church of England eee hm & & Me Oe em hOtlUemtlhUlCO Oh es ke On 
Archbishop's comment raises furor over evangelism for England 
Protestants, Anglicans join in prayers for peace e« «+s 
Opposition to "inequitable separation" voiced by South 

ATPL Gar \CHUTGRMEH. ose sic Buk au chee oc sue, aul ie eelon kein ads ae 
Church of Scotland committee prepares for Anglican talks « e 
British Council criticises frank report on sex and morality 
Greek Orthodox report sixteen new parishes in Britain « « e« e 
Dro Blake calls for "imaginative love" in U.N. Day service at 

Westminster Abbey Cee oy ee See ee ee ee Se ee ee ee en ee ce ey ee 
Programme of Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue to be set in 

January ee 8 © OO). O B. .& O18 Fee} on, for 8... 16 Pebecst, pa Onc¢e ben ere eee 
Church of Scotland supports majority rule for Rhodesia « « e 
Anglican members appointed for talks with Presbyterians eo e e 
British Council's visitation programme forwards unity at 
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Se Ae. 
WCC cables Johnson alarm at stepped=up bombing « « « « « « « 
UeS. Protestant churches unite to aid low-rent housing . « e 
"Moral dilemma" of investment in South Africa is cited ,. 
North American Orthodox to engage in formal dialogue with 

- Catholics eo © «© © © @ © @ &@ @ © © © © © © Hw 


Bishop Pike refuses license to Mr, Tirrell « eo « @2% esis GOS 
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Ue Se As (continued) 
UeS» Lutherans approve joint agency « « « « «eee we mw wo 
Adventist declaration on race added to doctrine statement 
British Methodists condemn U.S. action in Vietnam « « «' 6 . 
Brethren vote against joint union talks, retain observer 
status eo © oF we BO HOH Oe 6 6 6 © HRM © BO © © oe @ 
American church union upholds right of civil disobedience « 
"Bola Ige charges Russiay, USA endanger peace of the world 
Dre Scopes named president. of theological college 
More CWS food supplies for Indian famine victims 
Bishop.Pike refuses license to Mrs Tirrell « «. 
NGC. dn.UsA.appoints Jeguitita staff “kacsten fess 
Negro Methodists emphasise open housing, opportuni 
UeS. churchmen urge no reprisals in Vietnam « « 
Significant action taken by realty firms ms «« 
Termination of St. Gilets Cathedral experiment . 
Life of U.S. clergy assessed in“survéey “2. kb a es 
UeS. churchmen comment on "black power" slogan 
Hatred, violence greet Dr. King in Chicago .. .« e 
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American Baptists may begin talks with Catholic bishops! groupe 


Clerey, INCA urilte’ to méet needs. ot. yYOUDn « » = eee (0's 4040 48 


Death sentence of Greek commuted by review court « « « ee o « 


Chicago housing accord: turning point in segregation 
struggle? a 0 oe oat eo a ea a oats 2 tnt ote te fete "a> 02 40 4p 
Union of two Moravian bodies in UseS. is planned «+ «2 ©. s.e.80 
Sin of spiritual pride plagues ecumenical effort Dre Blake 
NOteS « « QF Of 6 € 6 H SO 6 D #810, 2 fe Bier eatere +s +e 10 
New U.S. student movement associates Protestants, Catholic and 
Orthodox oe . oe o a a eo o o oe a e o a eo ad a 2 e e eo * e e 
Prayers of contrition offered for beating of Negro children 
Halt atomic weapons spread, new U.Se group urgeS «© « « « « 
North American Baptists seek better communications .« « « « 
American Ambassador replies to Kyodan letter on Vietnam « « 
Baptist leader finds disunity stems from history, culture . 
Fertilizers en. route. to India’s « « e's a « eleisos axetalls 
Low income housing gaining churches? attention .« © se « « « 
Disciples provisionally approve representative government « 
2 
° 


nes F o So a o 


Delta ministry receives $100,000 from Methodists .« « o «! 
U.eSe Catholic, Orthodox churches open official. dialogue . 
Resolution urges an end to all-Negro jurisdiction » « « « 
"The Bible" opens in New York os ce eo ea wo er we ee 
Joint theological research reported by Catholic ecumenist 
U.S. cardinal's stand on war opposed by French priest. « « 
Priests answering poll favour re-examination of celibacy law 
Disaster signals cited by race relations secretary .« « s « « 
WCC leader receives Protestant Council Award « « « « « « « « 
UedSe churchman's death draws comment from Dr. Blake « « « « « 
North and South American church leaders examine hemisphere'’s 

economic problems « « « « oe ee eo Fe ee Oe He eH e 
Evangelism given many interpretations 56 oe « « « « «© #2 #6 © « @ 
UeSe Methodists vote union with Evangelical United Brethren . . 
Effect of poverty and affluence on churches! mission cited 

Hy Mi AG, Aco, cecal an deek Oh den sth 0) 28 nO tn pring eo OF 6 ee ee 
Rhodesian missionary to be tried for controversial sermon « .« e 
Christmas cease-fire in Vietnam urged by WCC International 
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UeSe journal withdraws funds from bank eye 8 DOU, Gh Ae Oe a 
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Ue Se Ae (continued) 


Religious educators hear call for frank facing of differences 


Four Lutheran bodies form UeSe Council «. KOetoislade 2 
Catholic Church aren eligible for role in UeSe National 


Council re ee ee i i i i i ee ie ee ee le Se e 
Couneil elects Flemming o « Per oe 6 & © GC & Oa G&G & & 2 
Former CeWeSe executive dies 2 ss ss e se a we ww aoe 
UeSeA. Presbyterian Council makes recommendations on Latin 

America’s « se) « Bae Pop Qspiiyososny fo, ven Soest hemieteies 
Rumanian Rabbi.visits UsSs JewS se so «0 0 2 e%8 es & see 
U.S. National Council urges candor’on government!s part « « 
Other National Council-actions. go ew « xn e«e0o0e ess aeo 


International development office started by UsS. denomination ~ 


UeSe Conference hears plea to localise ecumenism 6.6 « « «a 


Ue Sa henie. 


‘Bola Ige charges Russia, USA endanger peace of the world . 
World Jewish leaders ask for,rights..in-USSR «ee .« e «2 « « 
Patriarch Alexei condemns priests!. protest letters . « « « 
Appendix: Text of a letter from His Holiness the Patriarch 
of Moscow and All Russia to all. bishops of his church 
Bible stories published in the Soviet Union 2 2 « « « 
Clarification of Soviet Code asked by Baptist leader . 
Fagth: end, Orda wroup meGuc jit Uosh . seceine «ele. RC 
Special Report: Extracts from an interview with Soviet 
OfT LC bel hom el) SL ONS At Ae 6 ee 6 de wee 
Russians reject clergy's offer of prayerbooks for Jews 
LWF delegation reports on visit to USSR » 2 « « « « « e 
Addition to Soviet Code punishes critics of the state .e 


a 


> © © © 


a 
e 
a 


2 © » @ 


eo =» 8 © 


VIETNAM 


WCC cables Johnson alarm at stepped-up Vietnam bombing « « 
British Methodists condemn U.S. action in Vietnam. +. » « « 
UeSe churchmen urge no reprisals in Vietnam . « «. « e «e ee 
Japan's largest Christian denomination calls for halt in 
North Vietnam bombing a a Var ie ee Gee eee, ee er ee Ser ony \eLe Ger eee Was en 
North Vietnam official assures WCC of "humanitarian policy" 
Churches aid war victims in North, South Vietnam . 2. . 2» e« 
New Zealand Council asks Prime Minister to intervene jn 
Vietnam ie SON eo edie), ode! Tel ete [ed VeO el fal) eS et. Oe He le Oileu Ta Vae Ae 
American Ambassador replies to Kyodan letter on Vietnam 
French pastor tours refugee camps in Cambodia .« . » «as 
Vietnam resolution voted by Christian peace group e « »« 
Christmas cease-fire in Vietnam urged by WCC International 
Affairs Commission ao &© © @ @ @ Be © &@ &B © He © © BH © & © 
UedSe National Council urges candor on Government's part « e 


e@ e« ® 8 
e 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Hungarian, Yugoslav Baptists "enthusiastic, want to build" 


ECUMENICAL AND INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN BODIES 


YMCA World Youth Conference held in Norway . «2 « « « * 
Advances, 17 "YMCAY “work S@gOr UGG Vie me. ache: tk oe 6 lee rm . 
Clergy, YMCA unite to meet needs of youth « « « « « « ° 
YMCA farm school dedicated by President of Tanzania . e 
Christian "presence" in African universities discussed at 

WSCF/AACG consultation ie ae ee ee ee i er ee i or wen ee ere Ny 
Indian leaders address YWCA membership conference « « e« e 
Rice for Laos flood victims arranged by HACC « « « « o « 
Site of European church assembly is set o « « e cee 
Demand for Bible grows; world budget set at $6 million e 
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ECUMENICAL AND INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN BODIES (continued) 
Role of YMCA/YWCA in non-Christian lands assessed 
BACC seeks to integrate laymen from overseas’ »« 
BACC hears John Re Mott lectures’ » «ea ese 
Polish Bible Society marks 150th year o « « «> 
Buropean YWCAs study problems of working women 


WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES 
UeSe Lutherans approve joint agency 


oo ob: 


eo 
o 
a 


Joint committee for dialogue’ between Roman Catholics and 

Methodists oeaneaqareewwreenweeve @ @ #2 ®& & @ « 
LWF unable to have Assembly in East Germany » « « « e 
Official report on RC-Lutheran talks 


na © &® © & & & @& 


eo @ @ @ 
. 
e  & a & 


2 ® e oe a e eo Ld e 2 


Adventist declaration on race added to doctrine statement 
World Congregationalist, Presbyterian bodies to unite o . 


oe .@ 
e °@o 
2 


oe 


oo © 9 © 


Rising economy fosters cut in material handout in Hong Kong 


Reformed churches take steps towards merger’ with 
MONeFoleULTONA EI StS” “sss 
World Methodist Council appoints commissions to further 
ecumenism ¢ » « .« 
Anglican enthronement attended by Catholic cardinal .. 
Burmese Anglican installed as first national bishop « « 


United Church of Canada takes first step in union with 
RPL POROe @ ¢ os s «es 


a a ad e e e eo »* e oe a» oe e ad eo e e e 
Validity of Anglican orders upheld by Catholic -scholar .4 .« e« 
Protestants, ‘Anglicans’ join in prayers for peace 2.2 »«.« «.» 
Bue Oeteseuron “reporvs +O ViSIt tO USon » o.6 #. 0:4 Bi Os ©. Oye 
AngloCatholics oppose church union consultation « o wa a a « « 
SOpowlalls Anelicans! "Rome Contre o «6 -» en et 10. Mi aye ude 
World Confessional bodies discuss’ division of labour in talks 


Witeiientomloe ts. 6 ai. a ee ees 
Resolution of South African synod bars membership in 

Christian Institute « 2. + « .« 
me@uewarns:Of cGhurch*rift 2's 4 ae .« 
Two Netherlands comments ..... 
Christian Council supports institute 
South African church continues ties with World biitands 


e e ° e e ° e 


Programme of Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue to be set in 


Janu ary e e ° s e e e e e e e e e 
Ceylon Anglicans approve church union scheme ... 
Four Lutheran bodies form U.S. council 


Anglicans e e . . C7 e e e > e e 


e e o.e oe e ° e *” ° e e 


Australian Anglicans seek admission to union negotiations 


Anglican layman to lead Australian Council of Churches 
Constitution for Latin American Lutheran body drafted . 
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Intercommunion with uniting churches approved for Ghanats 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
WY Thant Visits Worid.Coundsl~ofsGhurches aseroo: ole ivyit @ 
Churches need task force to fight for social justice, says 
WOC Leader, «iis: Udine Tilo wt Maar. fr i prem le fledmad o, etitwoe 
Joint action by. churches urged to meet social ills .... 
WCC cables Johnson alarm at stepped-up Vietnam bombing 
WCC refugee aide shot to death in Argentina ....... 
WCC leaders speak in Athens following visit to Ecumenical 
Pabrmarchate odbapkipandetee ad teed? « ‘wo bse tet ateietessr 
Runanian Patriarch visits World.Ceuneil «iomrG Joeias 800 5e 
Distinguished speakers, delegates for Church and Society 
VONLOT ONCE. ciate aie arraretawen «ielt@atd. af %9OG9S 4 


Bight R.C. observers named to WCC conference .. + « « .s . 
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WORLD COUNCIL. OF CHURCHES: (continued ) | 
Veteran church leader challenges World Conference on Church 
and Society ag SESSBISVO MORTON OM Se * ee has Oe Es ET Oo 
Technology promises liberation, Harvard expert declares... 
Billy Graham tells. DICARWS.he sees new ecumenical spirit . 4 
Churches must move from charity to sharing, says Parmar of 
BOSSEY er. BH aT RED ee He He He te Oe MaMa ne He Fa pet Kae A 
Mass evangelism can do harm, says Robert Bilheimer .. « «+++. 
R.C. official calls for service experiments with Marxist, 
Muslim, and. Other sroupss” %. me fy ie tae athe Fo he Bat he tak he OE 
DICARWS points to "awful dilemma" churches may face in next 
decade “. .. r ae Gg Oe He he Be Oa ee he Me Me ORR Re 
Absence of cheestiané Pedi China noted by Church and Society 
Chairman? Ferry ovPee AGEL ee. 2 ya eer thn tnee fate 
'Bola Ige charges fudste’ USA endanger peace of the world... 
Ellul declares church stable reference point for man...» .+.. 
Chicago Riots Underline Urgency Church and Society Talks .... 
Double assistance to low income nations, Dutch development 
expert UPZ6éS Af a «acters Poon Hie Hoc hoae: tae he eh hems 
Freedom struggles linked, says U.S. civil rights leader 
Payton 50 “tithes @ ane ie £OOo BOeate TA Renan ata rk won lant aoe 
"Rules of game" for new market system suggested by.economist 
£r0m, Indie aere Wes s- theahise OBR. Pe st wk oe ke eae ee 
Margaret Mead urges Church 4 gain Ses ants knowledge. «6 « 
Gap in churches! thinking revealed by conference . . «+» #6 
Despair in wake of World Court decision reported. by Adegbola 
Conferente’ examines government role js vr ceue mueueme nner orlie te 
Dr. King's example praised by WCC conference leaders. .«.¢ «x. 
Summary of the World Conference on Church and Society: "An 
Impatient World’s Challenge So Churentt a tae 4: smenena 
Collaboration urged of Christian communicators . 2. «i. « «)\. 
First reports on Church and Society Conference -. «+i» «tel 
New EPS editor named by Worlc Council’. . ... 


. ° . e ° o e e 


North Vietnam official assures WCC of "humanitarian policy”... 


Pentécostal criticigm of WCC Ghalletigédisi sae» ctenvos maa 
WCC sends ‘aid Go,.flood vidtims in ASsall jeuwnoenerstD BOO LeiA & 
Protestant, Catholic women urge joint projects... 
Church aid war victims in North, South Vietnam . +... Wists 
WCC Executive Committee to consider Church and Society 

papel alla le Mpc d= ara ¢ un es Lén perenne R.thern te DOLoot Aa tea abe 
Ol an eae to eRe service lauded.in resoluGion ty. os -siieme 
Modern communications is subject of WCC study , « »« « e # «+ * 
Two WCC study departments hold joint meeting .... : ‘ 
Special réport: Turkey's PM thanks churches for Sntekatake 

Be se. gp path ARM? abn ccmateecel: Cr cimuiane ek. «eens 7 ee ee 
39 aSumenical” work Campa Webi gis 6) weal de oe eee ee 
Faithiand Order) groipimeéts in) USSR’ «wile, SoBe -Sn. elise. oe. 
Studies Division.focuses onsChupeh-in-the*wortd* "."2> 3. «© ye 
wCC consultation urges rethinking of ministerial education. 


WCC executive, Catholic cardinal receive’ German peace prize. .- 


Fund drive, authorised to replenish Ecumenical Loan’ Fund... . 
Bishop. Willebrands comments on-WCC and Roman Catholic 
yelabionehvol « t ri Ga” he inet athe ws OO Oe 6 of 
Uppsala Assembly Hooked to be wenag in’ January. % 
WCC membership for. Sweden's Baptists suggested’ ; 
TwWwcC: graduateuschools opéns Mi SCN Resse Sn SI ere Seek cere eae 
"SASP" puts technical know-how at churches! service 
Special report: .Christian»newspapers held’ vital to areas of 
rapid social. change’? 4 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 
German journal, assesses Church and Society Conference’... . 
Catholic theologian cites ecumenical progress and dangers 
Week of Prayer to include thanks for growing fellowship 
Informal talks with Pentecostals centre on church renewal 
Dr. Blake calls for "imaginative love" in U.N. Day service at 
Westminster Abbey ....... ee, EM Seley Os gy ees 
Refugee appeal endorsed by WCC weaken PLGe9 Tae Pee gest fv 
WCC leader receives Protestant Council award , 
$53i9400 sought «for wyouth.projeats eiing67) YC. Spmpepaee me S48 
New Zealand Council presents carved: panel to WCC 
WCQ, Leader salnutessChing!saiChristians’ 9F O78 rvs, Fol 9d 
DICARWS sends initial aid for Nigerian refugees ...... 
Theological Education Fund aids Africans, Asians . 
Special Report: "Accommodation - True and False", excerpts 
from a speech by W.A. Visser *t-Hooft, Hong Kong, 
OcboperfaS6homezevttns e¢.ot bige. mhagaugnl weolsquy yy, yet 
WCC leader welcomes Pope's interest in common Bible 
WCC Refugee Service restructured... ‘ Fay 39 Oy 
DICARWS takes farewell of Visser *t M60 t0 and Mabpeder Jaboor 
Christmas :.cease-fire in Vietnam urged by WCC International 
Affairs commission ° oF ota Aye * wie eee lM Mle Baits Lo. vite oe a 
Incoming WCC general secretary reflects on his new task .. . 
Theological Commission named by wec/Roman Catholic working 
TUPNeOONeD 1505s 6 wil OGG Mee SFG. TY 
LOA helps inembwidndiaho famined crisigy @IQNyo Meas gis FC eA’ 
DLOARWS appeals for: Madrasxeyeloneovictime wwe Bev ay 69 Bee 
WCC co-workers express gratitude to Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
Pirie tLansews bl. join,in prayers for mney ts so. dae. eo FOROS 
Special interview: WCC staff member reports on visit to 
Cuban churches 4 amok Bin .00W 9 GEegnQo .oYegt 0.24" ae 
Special article: "Good Intentions Aren't Enough: Bringing 
Expertise to Christian Service", py James MacCracken ,.. . 
A Christmas message from the-officers of the World Council of 
ren gees saan LG T BOTs Me SILOL TSHSC SL ae . cP a ee 
FAO director asks WCC aid in- promoting world development... 
WCC invited to aid planning for congress on lay apostolate 
U.S. Conference hears plea to localise;ecumenism . 4 2.4 6s 
Special Article:.,-"Helping Dollars to Blaze Trails" by Dr. 
ptewart W. Herman sanrse. % bees 


e e e e e e . . 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


Orthodox leaders at dedication of new centre in Geneva . 
WCC leaders speak’ in Athens following visit to Ecumenical 
Patriarchete’. .. . Pr eit'g be yt * Fan ters Beans hee 
Greek Orthodox dispute over SS aiden patriee. . he otf» 
Orthodox working groups prepare for theological Pentee es 
Archbishop’ Iakovos visits ancient monastery on Mount Sinai 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


North American Orthodox to engage in formal dialogue with 
Catholkinsicow obfedtal Game \ulh \d_.OS%48 AGA e LOD Aes Ages 
Proench RO bishops phide ergitiice wofyneForm « «%lete% ate ot. e% 0 Be 
"Ecumenical letter" asks for full religious liberty in Spain 
Spanish hierarchy suspends national Catholic Action meetings 
United and R.C. churches in Japan urged to closer relations 
Bight R.C., observerssmamed sho WCC.cconference wus. ae 
R.C., official calls for service experiments’ ‘with Marxist, 
Mi J51 Mie ATG ODLOT ERO U Ds Bee aiid Taiaite poche: ret. i Gath Pewee ate Co Meclis 
Joint committee for dialogue, between Roman Catholics and 
METHOULSUG, «4 % sue 6 6 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (continued) 
Jesuit: finds Protestant sacraments meet all reyuirements . 
Official report on RC=Lutheran talks 4. 6 4.6 4 6 6 6 @ © «6 
Collaboration of Christian communicators urged »« + « + « « 
Priest's volume on sexuality draws Ottaviani!s ire... . 
Australian Catholics seek closer relations with Protestants 
Protestant, Catholic women urge joint projects «¢ .« s s « « * 
American Baptists may begin talks with Catholic bishops! group 
Latin American Catholic advocates birth control . is . 
Re~baptism condemned by Catholic paper 1. . 1. 2 6 « «© « «© 6 
Pope Paul gives interpretations of conciliar decrees . «ss 
Lutheran pastor: advised to shun Catholic wedding rites . 


. e eS e es e 


Cardinal Bea preaches at Ecumenical Youth Assembly ..s. 
Catholic units urged to join Protestant councils ... .» 
Anglican enthronement attended by Catholic cardinal. . 
Vatican said to fear misreading of Council documents. . 
Religious instruction in Spain said to be anti~ecumenical 
Vatican permits double wedding ceremony . 2. +6 « © 6 « © « « 
Contents of Cardinal Ottaviani!s "secret letter" are disclose 
Colombian cardinal closes Catholic weekly . . ss « «6 «© « « 


Group of Spanish priests circulates document critical of the 
hierarchy Lie nav meus 


~ 
e @e@ 2 — s e s s es eo . e . 
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° 
Secretariat for world poverty promised in Vatican newspaper . « 
WCC executive, Catholic cardinal receive German peace prize . . 
Catholic journal calls for revision of Spain=Vatican concordat . 
Validity of Anglican orders upheld by Catholic scholar .... « 
Renewal of Catholio Church termed a long process. ...-+ . 
Catholic seminarian interested in ecumenism enrolls at 

Prine eponuk a wisw lis. Gow 
Dissatisfaction of students leads to seminary's closing ... « 
Bishop Willebrands comments on WCC and Roman Catholic relations. 
Catholic magazine salutes birth control pioneer ... « 
Ordination of women to Catholic priesthood advocated .. . 
U.S, Catholic, Orthodox churches open official dialogue . . 
Protestants, Anglicans join in prayers for peace . + « .s « 
Anglo-Catholics oppose church union consultation « »« « « e 
More participation in public life urged by Spanish’ 

intellectuals _.) 4.6% «eae : 


Joint theological research reported by Catholic ecumenist ., 


U.S. cardinal's stand on war opposed by French priest -.. 
Pope hails Anglicans! Rome centre: « s. 0 + © ee 8,0) en 0% eco. 
Priests answering poll favour re-examination of celibacy law 
Catholic theologian cites ecumenical progress and dangers . 
Week of Prayer to include thanks for growing fellowship . .« 
World Confessional bodies discuss division of labour in talks 


with Rome ia ay, Oe? DR, he ee ee oe eee ee ee ee a eee a Pe eee ee he, ee ey ee 
Warning issued to Spain's Catholic Action .. .4 6 » « « oe 
Programme of Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue to bs set in 
JENUALY +0 she) ele he RY Lew ols 


WCC leader welcomes Pope!s interest in Common Bible ....«s » 
Theological commission named by wcc /Roman ° Catholic working 
BrOUP-. 0) ay ey C4 Sw, wh Chie RE AT OTE” DOMES SeTise ib teas [eS 8 Ne etre” “e 
Mass meetings in Chile protest education decree «6 « « » « « « « 
Christians will join in prayers for unity .. ERE feo 
Catholic church held eligible for role in U.S. Watidnal Coniosity 
Poland seeks to close four Catholic seminaries . « + « « « © « « 
WCC invited to aid planning for Congress on Lay Apostolate . «» « 


e ° e Ld e ° e e e ® e e ° e ° ° e e e. 
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' CATHGORY Ils Substance 


ANTI-SEMITISM 


Jewish congress hears Germans, discusses problems of identity 
Stiff punishment for anti-Semitism urged by Saveros ei th groups 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES " 
Pee es it YMCA! work “reported Beh ie Tea eit es vere et eo. 
Peniecoctal, criticism of “WoCtchalvenwed™ 1 t-PA GS AN OF, 
Protestant, Catholic women urge joint projects . 
Re-baptism condemned by Catholic paper... pty gr eta he ey wate) 
Search for Christian unity raises questions for Pewsu tis >t 
World Methodist Council appoints commissions to further 

eMC sel We bY hg S ush Wedge. WE Ree eee LEG sake) ee ae 
Presbyterians in Colombia disapprove of Eucharistic Congress . 
Jeench seminar disctisses "fhe Church and its Unity” “sos: 
pam Ot Spiritual ‘pride “plagues “edumeridal.étrovt ~, “Tos 
Baptist leader finds disunity stems from history... 
Catholic seminarian interested in ecumenism enrolls at 

Pa rikcetr ty ae Ses Set. Sn’ Thos Set oe ee oi aged sa haa Geen 
Anglo-Catholics oppose church union doa, Gee SR Sites eth sin. tye 
Catholic theologian cites ecumenical progress and dangers .. 
Week of Prayer to include thanks for growing fellowship .. . 
Coristrans* will join*in prayers iform unity os “.*. 


e e ° o * e ° 
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Catholic church held eligible'for role in U.S. National Council. 


Reformed Church opens Holy Communion to other Christians... 
Uses. Conference hears plea to“lotalise’ ecumenism... . + «+e 
Dialogue with Evangelicals termed important to Asian churches 


CHURCH DISCIPLINE 
Priest4s- volume on. sexuality.draws.O0ttaviani'siire sso .aveave. 
Patriarch Alexei condemns priests! protest letters ... ... 
Appendix: Text of a letter from His Holiness the Patriarch of 
Moscow. and All Russia to all bishops of his church, . 
Dissatisfaction of students leads to seminary'!s closing .-. . 
Priests answering poll favour re-examination of celibacy law . 


CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS (see alsa Religious Liberty) 
Pte See Gre OWN On LOTeGi en CRUTCH Vie GORE oo) so:e o.) 0 9) uel 
Northern Iréland extremists banned by government .°. . 2... . 
Bashbop lilje reports: on Hast. Berlimivisitsrat .Seyolrce .Asaiensh 
Hungarian, Yugoslav Baptists ‘enthusiastic, want to build? . . 
Release of ‘Mr. ‘Paisley ‘barredvby) Prime’ Minister .°4°4%. cad. 
Group of Spanish priests circulates document critical of the 


hierarchy. . e . e e e e ° ° e eo ° ° ° s eo ° e e e e ° ° e 
special report: Mocterteectt i from an interview with Soviet 
GfPLOuUaP Stor nel poiouseitiotra te ubi Li aahel ue to tall. 


Catholic journal calls for revision of Spain-Vatican concordat 
Russians reject clergy's offer of prayerbooks for Jews ..«.«. 
More participation in public life urged by Spanish . 
hatebledtuals soni, sAaaiartotelws. 2clacowie. togeetony. m3h. 
Warningiissued to Spaints (Catholic: wlction ove ea veide es ef es dere 
Greek Parliament receives new proposal on bishops! revenues. 
Rhodesian missionary to be tried: for controversial sermon. , 
Missionary fined for criticising Rhodesian police. J si... 
Mass meetings.in Chile protest education decree 94 2 ee ooh - 
Pastors. in East Germany protest "pressure on conscience" , .. 
Special interview: WCC staff member reports on visit to Cuban 
COUPCHeSS ) soma tees 


* ° . ° ° e ° e ° ° ° . o . e . ° * e . 


Abe) 


EPS Index/July-December, 1966 


CHURCH=STATE RELATIONS (continued) 


AACC goodwill’ mission visits the” sudan. . «ot 6's 
Poland seeks ‘to close four’ Cathblic™ seminaries ~. %. % % % ‘ % 


South African parliament may grant limited residence to 
foreign Lewy ae oa fetracce Be 
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CHURCH UNION 


Nigerian Anglicans, Presbyterians continue union Eas WelG 6: wpnalan meninidin 
Methodists, Anglicans in Britain form council . » « « + e «.. 
Brethren vote against joint union talks, retain observer statu 
American Church Union upholds right of civil disobedience .. 
World Congregationalists, Presbyterian bodies to unite... . 
Reformed churches take steps towards merger with 

Congmedga Gove dae, te dass abet tom Capertee deh ll onaesteh Reluera\. tao Bens 
South Africats Reformed churches suggest "ecumenical contacts" 
Union of two Moravian bodies in U.S. is planned... 
United Churth of Canada takes first step in union with 

ANZLLGANG gwd og chs. tie) Keeney id Laven, ays eo esartts a. Cereus mallee Be eee sale 
setback in Ceylon church union negotiations. «.. « e+ en.0 ¢ « 
Brussels director for ecumenical relations instalied by 

Pro be stabs vs Gus. cede 0 Cel Yeriiet estinex et meieniente conde dashed (aaa 
WCC -membership for Sweden's Baptists suggested . . » + » «+ « 
Church of Scotland committee prepares for Anglican talks... . 
Mexican Methodists vote to sponsor. new interdenominational 

FAMINALY jaielteass fa. lane Parte cred Gulom oblate rail aden pees 
South African church continues ties with World Alliance .. .- 
Anglican members appointed for talks with Presbyterians .. . 
U.S. Methodists vote union with Evangelical United Bretnren . 
Ceylon Anglicans approve church union scheme ......»e«-«-. 
Intercommunion with uniting churches approved for Ghana's 

Aa 8 10 0k SEs eh ctae es me <d. Guve es mena’ Sékiuds ae shed bc ey eee 
Malawi. seeks, intergommunion( too!) nwaebsVabiaeyec is sue Gy ea’ 
Australian Anglicans seek admission to union negotiations .. 
Cyprus clergy engage in monthly ecumenical discussions .». .. -» 
British Council's visitation programme forwards unity at local 

LEVEL in ode Waka oa Letacanee Os e645. wieciInata to Onto Bai 
Wider ecumenical cooperation sought in the Netherlands ... .« 
Constitution for Latin American Lutheran body drafted ... . 
Canadians take another step in Anglican-United church union . 


CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE 


U.S. Lutherans approve. joint agency v5) .lao% mo eaten op opfeldel: « 
Action to éstablish Lutheran Church in Canadas. woe eule «bee 
Hungarian,, Yugoslav Baptists ‘enthusiastic, want to puilak se 
Polish Baptists mark 1,000 years of Christianity . . . 2 « « « 
Life. of U.5S., clergy bessaecd in) survey PAV .O8. wOe..+ ce) aeeaee 
First quarter century marked by New Zealand Council <a en. Je 
Appendix: . Text of a letter from His Holiness the Patriarch of 

Moscow and All Russia to all bishops of his church... . - 
Changes in church structures forecast. by New Zealand pastor. 
ninese Anglican installed as first national bishop . 9.9. ss. 
Brazilian professor advocates division of his church!/!. 085. + 
Greek Orthodox dispute over leadership settied . . 9. «24 « « » 


Colombian Cardinalscloses Catholic cweekly aay SSios Showa liael.: 


North American Baptists seek better communications . . . . + -« 
Hungarian Lutherans to meet on new church laws . . . 1. «4 «6 » 
Polish Methodism moves forward . 2. 6 6 <e 29s 6 ole oie pases 
Disciples provisionally approve representative government . + 
Services in modern English approved for jeyear trial... .. 
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CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE (continued) 
Archbishops! commission recommends single governing body for 
Church of England ssienned niabowdn tocdol. aban. ed ot.con. 
Chilean Methodists take steps. to obtain autonomy . sow woe. 
Installation of new bishop seen healing rift in W. Bugunda . 
DWE. delegation reports on -visiteto MISSR evan wdbdbet. efit. 
Greek Orthodox report sixteen new parishes in Britain . 
Latin American bishops support structural changes. «» « . "st 
Review of congregational forms described as urgent need 


e ° 


Membership of Colombia's Protestant churches doubled since 1960. 


Study of Latin American’ Protestantism planned 

Poaeomiyaerin GOOLSs yt Oli Wee COUNCIL ts tua tlst' «9 Urol a+ 2s wnat dedele 

Special interview: WCC staff member reports on visit to 
Cuban churches ..'. wavs We, BALE LT. 2D, POAIM (0 hae Th 


Kyodan asserts interest in Okinawa Church of Christ 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 
Death sentence of Greek commuted by review court . 
EDUCATION 
Tanzania plans no takeover of private schools. % Jt) is. 09 
puucy Ol a@21 «religions urged in Indian schoola, «eo \« gra: mc 
Religious instruction in Spain said to be antiemecumenical . 
WCC consultation urges rethinking of ministerial education 
mmce tarm School dedicated by: President Of Tanzania a werwme we 
Christian "presence" in African universities discussed at 
Reece Oconee Autor a ee ee ee ee ee del 
Uganda training course emphasises leadership skills 
Meo eracuave School ‘operis “15th Sesame) ecteaic 0. Reh peminal Gan en ONS 
Christian educators! institute set for Kenya in 1967 
Theological Education Fund aids Africans, Asians. 
Mass meetings in Chile protest education decree . 1. . «6. 
Religious ‘educators hear call,for frank facing of differences 
50 million francs credit granted to the Congo Free University 
Pastors in East Germany protest "pressure on conssience" , 
Northeast “Asian theological educators Meet « «i « ce ne 10 ey 
Christian education committee for Asia is formed 
ETHICS 
New grounds for divorce proposed by Anglican committee. . 
pasis of Christian “social jethicsaidebated cat shundont.) RosG, Ts 
Remarriage’ of divorced persons suggested by Cambridge union. 
British Council criticises frank report on sex and morality 


EVANGELISM 
Gospel movement under way in Indonesia. . suo « oe wm enue 
Mass evangelism can do harm, says Robert Bilheimer 
Latin ‘American Baptists plan 1969 crusade .°.. 
Successful evangelism drive reported in Indonesia .... . 
Unprecedented evangelistic gains reported in Indonesia. . 
Bolivian Methodists debate best method of evangelism... . 
Archbishopts comment raises furor over evangelism for England 
Japam Councr? ‘plane ““mMiSS tore uni Ty. e ton te Wel be! oder tet Sow ge 
EACG wconference ‘hears ‘John R. *Mott Lectures « « 6 «4 s+ 0 40 Je 
Evangelism given many interpretations at World Congress 


r} a ° * 4 e ° 


° e ° e 


e e e e . 


e e e e e 


e ° ° ° . 


. . e cf ° ° 


Special Report: "Accommodation -— True and False", excerpts 
from a speech by W. A. Visser *t+ Hooft, Hong Kong, October 
1966 , eo ¢ ° . ° . ° ° . . e e * « e e ’ e . ° . a e e e 
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_ FESTIVALS (Christmas, Easter and Pentecost) and ANNIVERSARIES 


United thanksgiving service marks Chile‘s independence . 
Luther not to be made "chief advocate of socialism" .. . 
1,1l00th anniversary of Orthodox iipenite marked, in 
celebrations © e ot. ay ee eh eT Fee a ee 
Polish Bible a ah Naat 150th. vod P| eORSE POEMS 
A Christmas message from officers of the World Council of 
Churqhes ass 2H Bessie Le TI QUE es 


FAMILY PLANNING 
Latin American Catholic advocates birth control ..... 
Catholic magazine salutes birth control pioneer . « « « » 


INFORMATION (press, broadcasting, film, photo) 
Collaboration urged of Christian communicators ...e. 
First reports on Church and Society Conference .... - 
Modern communications is subject of WCC study . « «+ « » « 
Special reports Christian newspapers held vital to areas 

Yapid social “olangse “sig eae eke geet eee ees eee One 
The Bible’ ‘opens int New Lore “vey? 6) eo eae eran ae 
Progress report in international radio project .... . 


INTER=CHURCH AID (see also Refugees) 
U.S. Protestant churches unite to aid low-rent housing . 
Billy Graham tells DICARWS he sees new ecumenical spirit 


Churches must move from charity to sharing, says Parmar of 
Bossey e e e e e e ae e e e e e ° e © e e ,% % . e e e e e 
DICARWS points to "awful dilemma" churches may face in next 


Aecgaa tere teres. ore ule toy RA seO ep cebine vetlel kemraed veh ettas cad 
More CWS food supplies’ £dr Indian famine victims ..« « « « 
Rising economy fosters cut in material handout in Hong Kong 
WCC sends aid to flood victims in Assam . . « « «© © © « « « 


Churches aid war victims in North, South Vietnam .... 
Special report: Turkey's PM thanks churches for earthquake 

aid e ° e e e © e @- @ e Si e o- @ + ° ° e e ° e ° e e e . 6 e 
Joint action in Latin America to be discussed... .«-s » 
Finnish Lutherans asked to help a Catholic charity ... 
Fund drive authorised to replenish Ecumenical Loan Fund . 


Fertilizers en route to India... oP QO, GPP es val Hs he 
Delta ministry receives $100,000 vote Methodis'te =D); iP =,'5, 
Rice for Laos flood victims dawtadicart DF: BACOHMOF hess : 


Danish churches will furnish millions of vitamin paca for 
India Vi fe sirGal dite: Od MO eC sel OSL, BORED Ly tO, thi Eee 
"SASP" puts technical know-how at churches! service, . 
DICARWS sends initial aid for Nigerian refugees « . »« « « » 
Australians to seek $500,000 for overseas aid in 1967... 
ICA helps in new Indian famine Criss. «.« .¢ nee 6 enete 
DICARWS appeals for Madras cyclone victims .. . 
Italian churches aid flood disaster victims. . 


e 
e 
a e e ° e 
e 


Special Article: "Good Intentions Aren't Enough: Bringing 
Expertise to Christian Service", by James MacCracken .. | 


Christmas appeal in New Zealand seeks £75,000 for world's 
NOGae. Ferre es ate co de elie se muLanataketad ieee eaeaa) a 

Consultation agrees on J=point programme for AFPRO .«.s =. « 

Special Article: "Helping Dollars to Blaze Trails" by Dr. 
Stewart W. Herman ¢ ave one .e 0 40.8 


° e ° e e e e e 


“tS ee 
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INTER=CHURCH CONTACTS, EXCHANGES. AND RELATIONS 
New Anglican-Rumanian Orthodox talks scheduled .... . 
British Methodists? appeal to ITrIBD oo one en Op of tee 
Bishop Pike refuses, license to Mr. Tirrell ....+.s-. 
Termination of St. Giles*t Cathedral experiment .... . 
Orthodox working groups prepare for theological dialogues . » 
Faith and Order group meets in USSR envy e she. 4t 0 ann #5 tant & 
Orthodox define issues for Anglicans. Old Catholic dialogues . 
Informal talks with Pentecostals centre on church renewal . . 


INTER~CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS, CONTACTS AND EXCHANGES 
Joint action by churches to meet social ills .... 2O — NSO MUL, 
North American Orthodox to engage in formal dialogue rite Catholics .21 
"Eoumenical letter" asks for full religious liberty in Spain . 21 
United and R.C. churches in Japan urged to closer relations . . 21 
Bight R.C. observers named to WCC conference .....+ e+. 21 
Joint committee eh yy ee between Roman Catholics and 


e e °° e e e & e 
ine) 
\O 


Methodists ... MEST BAS tO CY ee a co 
Official report on Bit ber an, pea oe ehuce eect eke 09 othe! erates oo 
Collaboration urged of Christian communicators ..... +. « 29 
Australian Catholics seek closer relations with Protestants . . 25 
Protestant, Catholic women urge joint projects ....-. Papi 


American Baptists may begin talks with Catholic bishopst group. 26 
Cardinal Bea preaches at Ecumenical Youth Assembly .°.... + 28 
Catholic units urged ‘to’ join Protestant councils (420° .°. . 28 
Anglican enthronement attended by Catholic cardinal ...... . 28 
New U.S. student movement associates Protestant, Catholic and 


BAO LOX Nivs¥ivex® oc ‘ce phat od od oteaey od s® yt ais one A ny hte”) 
German mission conference hears appeal for Yee Debate arateh 

PaBGLLCH Ack ACR EQs BA MV SOG Beer Lee tt MNO 
Joint action in Latin America'to be discussed’. 6 2.0 eb a 50 


Finnish Lutherans asked to help a Catholic charity .... .., 31 
Bishop Willebrands comments on WCC and Roman Catholic 
EOL CLOTS: os cx or shvetiiet, of wdielt Medien Ati So ange Ath oe 
Baptist presides at Lutheran's funeral in Catholic ahaa Ree 
U.S. Catholic, Orthodox churches open official dialogue. . 
Interconfessional conferences of bishops urged ..... 
Joint theological research: reported by Catholic ecumenist . 
Pope hails Anglican*ts Rome centre oo 0%. 6 « 6 © 6 ‘6 6 5 
World confessional bodies discuss division of labour in talks 
with Rome’. os o's e 6 % 3947 &L%, ALLRSRTT 40 FROGS Gt 4 
Programme of Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue to be set in 
January ee Le dhe ie Te EP RRS BON Sie Fs les ani kort HR Sue ae a Dee 
WCC leader welcomes Pope'ts interest in a common Bible... . . 36 
Netherlands Old CechezA ch Rasge Catholics hold first joint- 
service Aart is tes, & oh spe te RY Cory OP 
Theological commission aes oy “WCC/Roman Gann tea working 
Sroup ». «+ « 6 CNGOT, oc REPUTE Cals Seas ob ole Men's nbc 6 ene 6 Oo] 
wee invited to aia planning for Congress on Lay Apostolate whe FY 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 
R.C. official calls for service’ experiments with Marxist, 


. . s s 
° , 
\N 
WN 


Mubtanm and othe? ‘wronps we ms he PP be eb eels welbe eg og s Pee 
Jewish=Christian solidarity emphasised dy Berlin AON A, WALT pe 
Search for Christian unity raises questions for Jews. . oe ORY O92 
Religious educators hear’ call for frank facing of differences . 37 


Christians and Jews urge vigilance over "neo-Nazism" °. . . . « 39 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

U Thant’visits World Council or Churches.” oe o. s 6 0 6 
WCC cables Johnson alarm at stepped-up=Vietnam bombing . . 
‘Moral dilemma’ of investment in South Africa is cited .. 
British Methodists condemn U.S, action in Vietnam... .. 
Absence of Christians from China noted by Church and Society 


Conference e . e e e e e e ° e e Bs se ° e e e e e e . e 
‘Bola Ige charges Russia, USA endanger peace of the world . 
Bishop Lilje reports on East Berlin visits .. P ope 


Chicago Riots Underline Urgency Church and Society Talks = 


Freedom struggles linked, says U.S. civil rights leader Payton, 


Summary of the World Conference on Church and Societys "An 
Impatient World's Challenge to Church"" . . 4 «6 6 wie «© « 
U.S. churchmen urge no reprisals in Vietnam... +.» « « « 
Japan's largest Christian denomination calls for hal% in 
North Vietnam bombing... . : BeOS LVI Oe a) ad 
North Vietnam official assures. WoC of "humanitarian policy" 
New Zealand Council asks Prime Minister to intervene in 
Vietnam es th oo ee ono wh ea pee eater th b ro toca Ie 
WCC Executive Committee to consider Church en Sooiety 
PPR ea eee tte tis is re Pe » “pcjreri lem SN eodee Eva tel ColdGos Mebce 
British church leaders speak Hedi on Rhodesia « « « 6 «© « « 
Restrictive Rhodesian law criticised. by Anglican bishop ... 
American Ambassador replies to Kyodan letter on Vietnam. . 
Protestant, Anglicans join in prayers for peace . . +» «+. 
U.S. cardinal's stand on war opposed by French priest .. 


Dr. Blake calls for "imaginative love", in U.N. Day service at 


e e o e e e e ° e e e e e 


Westminster Abbey « « «.c.e.e.e r 
French pastor tours refugee camps in Cambodia .. ..+ « « » 
Church of Scotland supports majority rule for-Rhodesia . « 
Vietnam resolution voted by Christian peace group . . « . + 


Christmas cease-fire in Vietnam urged by WCC International 
Affairs Commission os necete Madr ce olive SeCh oF MeftkeliieO Oe (he) Mei ies Malte oJ 


Rhodesian churchmen confer with Smith . . . «+ « « «6 « # # « 
U.S. National Council urges candor on Government*s part. «, 


LAITY 


wceC invited to aid planning for Congress on Lay Apostolate 


LITERATURE (including Bible and other publications) 

Bible stories published in the Soviet’ Union . « « e's « « 6 
First issue of Brazilian Christian review is off the press 
Uppsala Assembly booklet to be ready in January .. + « « « 
Demand for Bible grows; world budget set at $6 million. . 
Bible edition for mentally retarded produced in Holland. . 


MARXISM 


R.C. official calls for service experiments with Marxisty. 
Muslim*’and”’other“groups «8 ‘sss 


e . e e ° e ° e e e 


MINISTRY 


English churches face drop in clergy candidates ..« «+ «+ » 
Validity of Anglican orders upheld by Catholic scholar . . 


MISSIONS 


Christians strong in Burma, says expelled missionary ethos 
Protestant missions protest against French A-bomb testing . 
Development of Coptic missions in Africa slated... + « « 


German mission conference hears appeal for cooperation with 
Catholics . e Bete e ° e ° e 
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MISSIONS (continued) 
Research started on needs of East African churches 
EACC’ seeks to integrate laymen from overseas ... « «1+ «+ 
Asian theologians, laymen agree on Church's mission... . 
Rhodesian missionary to be tried for controversial sermon 
Missionary fined for criticising Rhodesian police ... 
Director of Protestant school in Cameroon murdered . 


MIXED MARRIAGES 
Lutheran pastors advised to shun Catholic wedding rites 
Vatican permits double. wedding ceremony . 
NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND BUILDING 
Training for nation building proposed by Indian Christian 
Sah trary toe ee 
NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 


R.C. official calls for service experiments with Marxist, 
Muslim. and other groups °.. » Teel .beek Qt IM RITY84. 

‘World Jewish leaders ask for lease inp USSR! etesisg 01) ren ctia 

JewisheChristian solidarity emphasised in Berlin . 


° e ° ° ° ° ° e e e e e e ° ® e e 


° 


e 


° 


Jewish Congress hears Germans , discusses problems of identity, 


Search for Christian unity raises questions for Jews . 
Role of YMCA/YWCA in non-Christian lands assessed 
Rumanian Rabbi visits U.S. Jews 


NUCLEAR ENERGY AND WEAPONS 


Protestant missions protest against French A-bomb testing 
Halt atomic weapons spread, new U.S. group urges 


ORTHODOX CHURCHES 


Orthodox leaders at dedication of new centre in Geneva . 
North American Orthodox, to engage in formal dialogue with 
USUHOLLOS sae ov 0 0.» Seteetens gormucteboamorn bch o1e0 Le 
Rumanian Patriarch visits World, Council 
New Anglican-Orthodox talks scheduled: woe (ere ete 6 
Patriarch Alexei condemns priests'. protest letters . 


e 


° e e 


e e e “e e e ° e ° ° ° e 


e * e e e e e e 


Appendix: Text of a letter from His Holiness the Patriarch 


of Moscow and All Russia to all bishops of his church 
Greek Orthodox dispute over leadership settled . « s«. 
Orthodox working groups prepare for theological dialogues 
Development of Coptic missions in Africa slated 


Archbishop Iakovos visits ancient monastery on Mount Sinai 
Orthodox define issues for Anglican, Old Catholic dialogues 


U.S. Catholic, Orthodox churches open official dialogue 

Greek Orthodox report sixteen new parishes in Britain 

1,100th anniversary of Orthodox pioneers marked in 
celebrations 09 « «6 js 0 es: 


PERSONAL LIBERTY 
"Purge of intellectuals" reported: in China...» .. . . 
Yugoslav court reverses conviction of "atheist" author 


PERSONALITIES 
U Thant visits World Council of eee cnemioo ebrelts 
WCC refugee aide shot to death in Argentina . « # #6 « 
WCC leaders speak in Athens following visit to Ecumenical 

Patrdarchate ansiouws oa teehodse ate Loir reo. geek hegihh.%% 
Dr. Scopes named president of theological college 
NCC in USA appoints Jesuit to staff .. 
New EPS editor named by World Council 
Spanish Episcopal bishop dies. . 


° 


es ° ° es e 2 e ° e °. e ° e 
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PERSONALITIES (continued) 
Kenya mourns death of Anglican SOUCH Ol ta. is, a. eb a el ented eh fhe. 
Dr. Z. Ke Matthews! service lauded in resolution ..... » 
Churchmen deplore assassination of South African Prime . 
Minister ‘f dc As idee © whee BS! bekhes ode 6 Sal Cie a ee oe ee ee ae 
WCC executive, Catholic cardinal receive German peace prize e 
Catholic magazine salutes birth control pioneer ....+e+.s- 
Brussels director for ecumenical relations installed by 
Protestantsis. acs bbaw ;alloars), Avde QT 24e. vas SOU eae ARTY 
wCC leader receives Protestant Council: Award . . « « + 1 6 « 
U.S. churchman!s death draws comment from Dr. Blake . coe 
DICARWS takes farewell of Visser *t+ Hooft and Margaret Ne VSS 
Incoming WCC general secretary reflects on his new task .. . 
WCC co-workers express gratitude to Dr. Visser 't Hooft... 
Councilyelects Blemming . 1). 0' 3-0 6 ae so MEG lv ttbals Meade ge nd 
Former C.W,Ssuexecutive dilesiogrs eo.095% BO. S488 287 Ue. 
Anglican layman to lead Australian Council of Churches ... 


_PROSELYTISM ; 
' Spanish newspaper labels sectarian propaganda Sa kaa bee to 
unity te e e e e ° e ° e A ° e e ° ° e ° e e ° ° ° e e e e 


RACE RELATIONS 

Adventist declaration on race added to doctrine statement. . 

Race relations problem cited by churchmen... : eine: $ 

Chicago Riots Underline Urgency Church and Socde+y. Talke ego 

Freedom struggles linked, says U.S. civil rights leader 
BANTIOD: tiny NM so. 0, bok k ec re A) wy eeulle 6) 6 ee in aetna aera 

Negro Methodists emphasise open housing, opportunity 7 8 Ne 

Despair in wake of World Court decision reported by Adegbola: 


Dr. King's example praised by WCC conference leaders ... . 
South African bishops denounce apartheid . . « + + « « « «© «° 
Significant..action taken by realty’ firm .! 4’. « «es 8 8 ee 
U.S. churchmen comment on "black power" slogan . . +6 « « «© e: 


Hatred, violence greet Dr. King in Chicago ......s. « + 
Anglican clergy in South Africa back bishops® letter ... . 
Dr. Niemdller terms race hatred greatest threat to peace . 


Chicago housing accord: turning point in segregation ee BY 
Churchmen deplore assassination of South African Frime Minister 


minister ° e ° e e e e e ° e e e e e ° e . e e e . e e 
Prayer of contrition offered for beating of Negro children . 


Little resistance to apartheid found in South African churches, 


Resolution urges an end to all-Negro jurisdiction ...... 
European Committee on Migrants calls for attack on race ; 
prejudice |. sii, APRs ATPOPOLG, ORV a be ee ee, ee 
Opposition to "inequitable separation'voiced by South African 
churchmen .°oes: 6° o- PV ae SAPS een te wih. Maree) sh 
Disaster signals cited by race relations secretary... +. - 
Resolution of South African synod bars membership in , 


Chrigtiann lose. tice weak Ge te ot dhs Mle ta be eit eh ee 


«Keet, warns, of) church, rili oe awe ee nua ne aes oe ee heed ae 
Two Netherlands ‘comments Sop °F AY, 4 PAPO a pot deten eas 
Christian Council supports Institute . 1... + «6 « « «© 6 » 
Rhodesian missionary to be tried for controversial sermon. . 


Missionary fined for criticising Rhodesian police ....... 
U.S. journal withdraws funds from bank aiding South Africa .. 
RALLIES 2 
67 Kirchentag sets "peace"-as its “theme. janetc. ten wns kee oe es 


Cuban Council of Churches holds General ABBOMEMET: 4 ok: «. iwaatee 
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REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS (see also Inter-Church Aid) 
Aid sought for migrants working in Northern Europe .. .0. 
European Committee on Migrants calls for attack on race 


prejudice e e e e ° e e eo e e e e e e e eo a e e eo e e e e ° e 
Dr. Blake calls for "imaginative love"' in U.N.Day service 
a Westminster Abbey e@ @ © 6 ° eer’ e 


Refugee appeal endorsed by WCC naeaek . « pesto Ietooe biqet . 
French pastor tours refugee camps in Cambodia .... +. 4 2 
WCC. Refugee: Service restructurediosiido ee eres wou. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
"Ecumenical letter" asks for full religious Liberty in SDais « 
Spanish hierarchy suspends national Catholic Action meetings . 
Expect Spanish action on liberty draft in December .. .«.+ « 
Spain refuses to recognise eight Protestant chapels ..... 
WOMIU*Sewlen tceaaers ask [Or *rignee 10 UGUR 2s (6. 4. 6 + embed 
Spanish bishops form secretariat, modify ban on Catholic 
BRS bell: til ralacwitictani Me weep cage alk ad ani ernie 2 grape eget: Saree pagan rye 
Turkish ambassador affirms "freedom of religious practice" .. 
Clarification of Soviet Code asked by Baptist leader ...... 
Mob sets fire to three churches in India state of Orissa ... 
Spanish parliament approves the principle of religious liberty. 
Spanish newspaper labels sectarian propaganda detrimental to 


e e ° e e 


un oh ty e e e e im e e e e e e e e e s e e a e e e e e e e e e 
SACRAMENTS 

Jesuit finds Protestant sacraments meet all avenibeients eel a 

Re-bapiism condemned by Catholic paper ... » » « »« sesmTHorme 


SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS, AND CHRISTIAN ACTION 
Churches need task force to fight for social justice, says 
eG ie Meese PRA el te eae: Semese ey cm? OA a) ah oh ye ee paeene 
Joint Action by churches urged to meet social ills .....«.. 
WCC refugee aide shot to death yo Nh: Pa: kal + RIE A pc eA ETP 3,” 
Prague youth group warns against chasm between rich and poor 
REG MO eee ee ee a 8 Ck, MAT ek ie eas i wl Lean, we ole. ew sa) ie eens 
Veteran church leader challenges World Conference on ge 
and Society . . . aveter to aoktero eiide aqadatd .o,K, dom 
Technology promises. liberation, Harvard expert declares... . 
DICARWS points to "awful dilemma" churches may face in next 
segeserseouse ‘nottel. tetocse”. aliasiversO, Leola, £0, BY RPE NG; 
Ellul declares church stable reference point for man... . 
Chicago Riots Underline Urgency Church and Society Talks ..-. 
Double assistance to low income nations, Dutch development 


expert urges _@ eo. oe e e e - e ° e e . e e . e e e . e ° e s e 
"Rules of game" for new market system suggested by economist 
from India e e e e ° e e e e e e e e e e e e e . e . e 


Margaret Mead urges Cineei to gain and apply knowledge auics feats 
Gap in churches! thinking revealed by Conference s.s-. oe 4 
Despair in wake of World Court decision reported by Adegbola . 
Conference examines government..role « « «© « « « « # # ips, 
Summary of the World Conference on Church and Society: ("An 
Impatient World's ChaliengeotohChurch"= 09. 95-04. ele ates 
Adyances.in "YMGA'nes. swot Laoinenvod. 7e a9n0setg, 94, tpn Eo, 
Rising economy fosters cut in material handout in Hong Kong. . 
WCC Executive Committee, to consider Church and Society 
findingsis3 «.snafsos OTE. metaloonss Pu oMPVON, TRIPMye, «py YOY 
Struggle for economic justice in Brazil gains support of 
church 6 eSPLO BH], Va MOMs, Bie Gey eh ees Maree MeO eS fs f e 


Nigerian Christians cotifess failure to condemn violence .... 
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SOCIAL, ‘ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS, AND CHRISTIAN ACTION (cont, ) 


Reeife archbishop named co-ordinator for CELAM session... . 
Indian leaders address YWCA Membership Conference ..... . 
Secretariat for wor.d poverty promised in Vatican newspaper’. 
Low-income housing gaining churches! attention .... +s. » 
Special Report: .Christian newspapers held vital to areas of 

rapid, social, change. « «)‘SOWSO4.¥sN VT) BESTOP“ 


Youth consultation hears talks on economic justice ..... 
North and South American church leaders examine hemispheres 
economic: probleme .tenra st efeuacetehwavde » » Whawet? wear 


Effect of poverty and affluence on churches! mission cited 

by Dr. Blake... 3.2 rere ba dees knee unt dea oe ’ Oe hoe 
Synod of Wurttemberg afl for Broo Bie fe Vigilance!".2 ofars 
Clergy issue joint letter on behalf of Argentine dock workers 
Protection for citizen Chinese proposed by Indonesian church 

Bon i ctr) rates hauhe Betas. (ale Mia or CL As De Ah ne 
Addition to Soviet Code punishes critics of the state ..... 
USA Presbyterian Council makes recommendations on Latin 


America & ° e ° e o e . e e ° ° e e ° ° e . . e . e e ° : e 
Swiss churches respond +o Church and By ee findings Five wie 7 ot 
Dutch discuss Church and Society org | Om e ° ° ° e ° ° . e 


FAO director asks WCC aid in promoting ertd development _ » hata 


Other National Council actions . 4... «-« « 2, GATORS nak dee 
International development office started by U. S, denomination 
Special court in Tanzania criticised by East African paper 4 
Christians and Jews urge vigilance over "neo-Nazism" ©... . 


STATISTICS 
Statistics on thadloakeal students in some East European . 


countries eo. ° e ° e e e e e » ° e e e e a . ° . e e e e e e 
THEOLOGY : 
Studies Division foctises..on. Church in: EN GCu WOrbC Sako, seca alcove 


German churchman rejects "a theology of revolution" PO eT 
Joint theological research reported by Catholic’ ecumenist . . 


VATICAN COUNCIL II (see also Roman Catholic Church) 
French ,R.C. bishops chide critics of ‘reform’s s «bY V=3P9 4 
Pope Paul gives interpretations of conciliar decrees .... 
Vatican said to fear misreading of Council documents .. . 


e 


° 


Contents of Cardinal Ottaviani" S "secret letter" are disclosed. 


Secretariat for world poverty promised in Vatican newspaper . 
Renewal of Catholic Church termed a long process: . 4... « 


WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
Astan church “womén “convene in Tokyo jos som mane Naas ee ee 
Ordination of women to Catholic priesthood advocated 
European YWCAs study problems of working women... 


YOUTH AND STUDENTS 


Prague youth group warns against chasm between rich and poor © 


Natl Ope Lye atl ae oT HOLINT OV OR: GOCLISTS , Srey a ae 
YMCA World Youth Conference han in Norway 
Clergy, YMCA unite,to méet meédsiofsyouth®,) o' ei Fey Tag eae 
Cardinal Bea preaches at Ecumenical Youth Assembly ¢4.°."% 
35 ecumenical work camps held)... .°. 


t i ° ° e ° . e ° 


. e e e . . ° e e . e 


Young people propose principles for ecumenical life. oe 
New U.S. student movement associates Protestant, catholic 
and Orthodox#us witaa Jinext. of. 4 


e . e - e . e . . e . * . 


Youth consultation hears talks on economic justice ..... 
$53,400 sought for youth projects dnelL96jies wie tte sus). cvties 
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